THE_LOCAL STATD.

Big Flame has in the past had a clear line about the xole of

the local state as part of the structures that capitalism uses

to keep control. Although offerlng services these , though :
they have for the worklng class some real values, are also, in thelr
admlnlstratlon and organisation, ways themselves of llmltlng us, .
and gainlng more control over daily’ llfe.;. ‘The struggle for
serv1ces, then has traditionally been seen as hav1ngto go . hand .

in hand with strugg1es for control over. these serv1ces to be given,
to those who use them and work ln them. . .

Traditionally this has left & gap between us and many other socialists,
Recently the Labour Party has seen the seizure of Town Hall.. .
structures as one of the main ways of its strategy, and as a way

of redressing the ways of the old guard in the party. How -

does this change our relatlonshlp to the new LP and what are the
problems of deallng w1th the ‘'new left' coun01ls. :

In the BF_Elect;on speclal'a short plece_appearedqon;this subject.
To try to see if anyone else has any other ideas here is the- longer-
version of the artlcle._'l The conclusion would appear to be that -
while there are more times now than before vhen we will find ourselves
struggling alongside ands with act1v1sts from the LP, there will

be times when this alliance will be one in which we .find we are .

on opposite sides as well as the SAME ¢ .4 o AN unfrlendly alliance,

The piece concerns events which have taken place recently in the .. . .
London Borough of Southwark, where recently one of the new left
councils has come to power.' What differences has thlS made to
local people’ _ ' . S

THE BUILD UP.

In the south London Borough of Southwark the Labour Party was in -
difficulties, - They had been in power for some considerable time, -

but with the party dominated by the right, much of their policy

making was a long way from the actual aspirations ofthe people

of ‘the Borough., 1In the period leading up to the election this

was highlighted by the decision of the tenants movement teo stand
candidates against leading lights in the LP.. The massive failure to
be able to deal effectively with the problems of housing in a. Boraugh
which has the highest. proportion of municipal housing of any London
Borough was key in the rembling dissatisfaction which threatened-

the safe majority held, But it wasnt only housing. The Borough

has long had a reputation of one of the worst employers around, '
Wages are not comparable with other London Boroughs, and the

work load for dtaff very high. = Coupled with the run down of: the -
Direct Labour service, the handing over of. the building works . -
division into prlvate hands, cooperation with the land specualtors over
the valuable sites in the north of the Borough against. the opposition
of strong locdally based campalgns, the now famous social workers strike,
and the dust strikes were . al] hallmarks of the Council's texm of affice.

LABOUR TAKES CONTROL.

The response of the party was fairly typical. The 'new left'! decided
to take over the machinery of power..  This was dore with gquite an '
effective campaign inside the party itself, One key thing to remember
about such a process is that it starts from the presumption.that

change inside the Labour Party is enough and naglects .o examine

the wide rift that has ﬂeveloped ‘between the parﬁy and the .class
_movemenbs as ‘a whole., R ,
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A radicalunermaﬁifQStdfﬁaéﬂdﬁvé;dpéd in ‘conjunctiinwith ﬁhe’trade‘; .
union andftenants_mcvements_aq§ with other groups from the community
as a preparation, and at the ‘elections “the new leéft was rewarded by .

a larger majority than at ‘any time in Southwarks history as the -

alomost entirely new slate of condidates swept the board. 50 was

all well for the big leap forwards?  Not quite as we shall see, .
Since the arrival of the new left wing council therehas been little
change for local neople, ”Instead'a_neW[setfof'prpblems,ape_beiqg_J
faced and the key issues remain to be solved by the people themselves
acting through their:variousHorganisatidnsfapd“g;ougs, R PO T

WORSE FOR SOME GROUPS, =
There are certain sectors of the progressive movement that we. .

in BF?také'as'kéy"td_thefdeveldpmentibf'an:effective:revolutignapy.;
movement. Two of these movements are the women's movement and the
movement of black people. In the new dawn for Southwark neither
have had major problems solved , though these could have been dealt .
with', even with an unfriendly céntral givernment, . L e e
For women the question of housing ia a central one and the Council.
have“ducked"some'kéy'issues‘here,h';Presenﬁly'the Womens Aid Federation
are having to campaign hard to see 1f they can get the council to
agree to fund their remaining refugesjin,theﬂarea;after,thezﬁgi;ure,

of their Urban Aid applications.

More serious for them is the fact that the. Council has .%.still not. .
reformed”its’poiiCy‘qf’nsing'refugeg;aé dumpipg_g;ounds‘for;womenf,ﬁ
who apply to thém as 'homeless . despite the fact that a recent '
High Court ruling that councils shouidnt use refuges as long term
accomodation , and that while a woman was in a refuge, she was . .

.5till officially homeless and the council's duty to rehouse, under

the Housing(Homeless Persons);Act_1977.wpuld,not=bgudischarged until

a permanent home had been 'found for her. 'In spite of this the. Council
5till has'ndf¢lé§ﬁEguiﬁglinés;on”rethSingqumen;from‘thé{gefuges,ni

Black groupé-héﬁéﬁsimilérfpfbblems,f "@hé'Céﬁh011 éiéht:1is£¥é=§ihglé
black-projectViﬁ*itsfpriorities for Urban Aid, and the blatant. racism
uncovered'at“dnéﬁOf”the‘ﬁ'District Offices, where black. people . ..

nWﬁrefbéing”asked*tdehow-théir“paSSportadbefOre;being allowed to
register on' the waiting list, whilé'getting_the”obligatory_denunciation
fromlthe'Ccuncil_fésu1teaiin?hbdhe”being disciplined and the black .
commuhities"qgmand f¢ryan‘épquiry;being'ignoredg‘¢ﬁ e '

e

NOT :TUST :LACK O.F'.:VISIDN_#": ;

The point here seems to be that even the hew left of the Labour Party
seems to‘lack more than just any understanding of .the . fact that for .-
mostjpeople*their”experiences_Of_the'so called services provided .are

extremeley alienating and oppressive. -The whole structure and organisat-
~ion of ‘the services is wrong and needs’ a total taking apart and .. -
rebuilding, from the bottom upwards, involving both workers and users

in new forms which put control into their hands, so that services . .-

can truly begin to be remoulded to meet needs, = = - o oo o

Lf this lack of vision leads the Labour Council to find itself trapped
between.a‘hostile-gbvernmentﬂonﬁthe,one hand ‘and its.own people on : -
the other, "without the means to mobilise the support it needs from. .-
those people'if;there'is~to;be.ﬁ@?eloped_;he'kin@gbffresistance that-
would be necessary to begin on such a path of revolutionary change,.
then that would be bad enough. “Whats worse is that even in the . -
areas wvhere it appears that the local authority has some power to
change things, then there deosnt seen enough understanding to even
support the progressive movements.
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~Instead these groups £ind ‘themselves under attack and that they have
to fight both Tory and Labour ( and SDP/Lib if they are around’) -
to get anywhere near ‘the thlngs they b351cally need T

THE LEFT I\] ’I‘E—I*s uABOUR PAR’]‘YD -
" PR SR o frr PELA LT v FRER
This is not to gay that. there are’ not any people in the Laoour Party

who themseTQés *would want “to ‘work more closely with: the progressive -
movements, but kksxm it does seem to me that not. only ‘does the Labour
Party not have any real relationship with:. th-+ vnrogressive movement

“but also it:is either incapable:of or doesnt understand ‘how to go about
building. that relationship. = For the Labour Party to even start to
become as concerned and related to these.: movements as some of us would
hope is only 11kely to - come about ad a result of a 1ong struggle........
we aren't there yetl ' . Its therefare very dangerous to suppose that
people can depend on the LP to deliver the goods, and the -main message
has to be that people will have. Lo struggle agalnst both Tory and Labour
to win what they want, and need. . SR S
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In thls respect whlle 1t is p0581ble for-us in. sp901flc campalgns to o
nake alliances with ‘the Labour: left....and in these troubled times

I might even go 'so far as to say its necessary to do that, wehave to
remeber that the alliance between us is a1ways likley to be an uneasy
one and one which @is filled with conflicts of interest...... not

an alliance of natrual allies Lut an unfrieéendly alliance in wvhich

we will have to argue and fight for the right of people, even the -
need of people to. organise autonomously, and to" p01nt out all the tlme
the ground on which the cdéntradictions are present

The problematlc of thls is great ‘put” one in whlch we w1ll have to ,
*retain and’ argue for a real revolutlonary alternatsve if its going to.
work, . : . - o

Tom Clarke
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