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WOMENS CCMMISSION REPORT TC DIG FLAMS CONFERENCE 1976
1) WOMEN, CAPITALISM & CLASS STRUGGLE

Women's struggle isn't separate fron the class struggle, It has particular ..
~ features, but its the class strusgle as fought by women, What's more,welre '
not & small 'part' of it. We're half the world and half the working class
in 81l its forms - black and white, Irish or English, of every age,race,.
religion end nationality. And womens struggle isn't an extra "issue" tegged
on, Its part of and crucial to class struggle on every level. The chains
that bind women bind the whole working clesss Our fight for liberation
shekes up everything.To win we must achieve total revolutionary change in-
every part of society and pe ople's lives: Women have to build the power *o
put our interests at the centre of the fight for socialism, as the L
interests of the whole working class, ' :

" o the Womens Commission isn't an’ isolated compartment or an added extra of
Big Flame,Vomen are everywhere, inside and outside BF.To understand our
struggle we have to understand the whole lot.This report sums up our ideas

- and activity so .far, and sonme future plans,There's still a lot nissing.For
example, we're not in a position do say anything useful about the struggle
of black, and irmigrent women, but we have & lot to iearn from it. -

S)WOMEN AND UNWAGED WORK. TN THE HOME,

" ‘Women's. pasition in modern, wostern capitalist society hinges on the
“unwaged, work we do in the home, Housework. “This is fundamental o the
: ‘-exploita.jti_on_pf- all ‘wpmén in gvery part of our lives, - .- G R

" " Ye know there are differences between women, 2nd ever divisions.We may be .
* waged workers,full itime housewives; merried or single; lesbian or hetero=

sexual; young girls or pensioners; black or whitejwhite collar or manual
- workers; middle class or working class, Lo e

We also know womens struggle is incredibly varied because of these: differhces,
_and because there's so meny things to fight.It can't all be channelled into

- gingle issue campaigns. - AT SRR U -
 But_the wnwaged work we do in the home is the framework in which all women

ive and struggie,Especinlly the mass of vorking class women who_experience

% most, hard,What, ve win in our struggle as housewives will affech what wo -
win on everything else, - - S e T T ,

Aousework is work, organised by capitalism in the interests of ruling class
‘profits and power. We xeject the idea that women are just voppressed'-at
home by their “ideclogicel role in the family™; and that they only get
vexploited™ when they get a waged job and become 'working olassf Women are
working class inside and outside the home; and our work in both plays a '
pert in the creation of surplus.value (profit,) Housework is one way Jn
which the ruling class organises the work of producing and reproducing = - .
Jabour power, The Welfare State is the other way.ln the 'social services! the
State directly supervises this work inside and outside the home, Making suxe
thée bosses get a working class in working order to make their profits. -

Both are arcas of class struggle. The ruling class wents workers,The working
-olass wants to live.The ruling class organises housework and the social
services to meet the needs of production,It twries to keep the cost to the
minimum.The working class wants the social care it necds as human beings.
Women bear the brunt of it, saving moncy for profits by shouwldering an
incredible amount of work for no pay ab home and low pay outside, Like all
workers, vomen have to fight for the money to live on end geainst, fthe worke

Tn the process they challenge capitalist organisation of society and the
working claas, '
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% main points have to be wade about houscwork, to show its importance to wonens

struggle and how we assess thet struggle nows o

(1,)Housework. is"womens work®, The vast mejority of women &re nousevived,vwhether
or not they also have a waged -Jjob,This meons full or major responsibility for the -
housework for themselves and other people.All women do housawork,whether or not
they!re known as housewives.We'lre told-its natural for us to do it.We're trained

for it in the family end school and we do it 111 we die.This_is still true,despite = "
the foct that some women -have won more POWeT to refuse it,and despite pressures on . '

more families to share the work. The increase in waged jobs for women has meant
@ﬂy.q¢9.aﬁa@moxk;@mgﬁ,?@M%Spﬁes.,,f_z;pfﬁ.;ltl.@.@.@ﬁﬂ@.i:?s- For the mass of women therels

no escape except through a dizect struggle for moxe money,against housework, The
whole system is okganised to maintain this-division of labour. Wage structuxes,

job szganisation,social security, housing etc.are all baged on tying men to their
work €8 Wreadwinners® and tying women to their work as unwaged ,dependant housewives.
And while housevwork is. "womens work" the saue jobs outside the home are foo.6.8 '
cooking; - ¢leaning ; childcore. And a1l women are defined by this work being

seen as'a 'natural part of their personality. - o e T o

(ii)Housework im wwaged work, For exemple,childcere organised in nurseries is
paid for by the State - in wages,buildings ,eqxﬁ.’pment,bills.()hildcare orgaenised ab
home is paid for by, : women —rent,bills,food,toys~ and the
women get no_wegeg. The less money and facilities there owe the more - woxic and
time is’ given by housewives and ‘the more fied they axe %o that work,

The tuling class uses the idea that women do the work 'nafurally',and the idea
thet its not 'real work' because iis not productive,znd’ is-just a personal service.
And while it conbinues to be unwaged these ldess axo reinforced and its haxd to
Tight, ogainst the work and the division of labouz, The ‘personal' natuxe of the
work -is highlighted,The fact that its work which is paid for either by the ruling
_class or by the working class is hidden. The foct that the social care we need
isn't provided for is hidden., The cost of the work is shouldered by the-working o
‘class ~'in the work of women and the lower woges that con be given vhen the work ... .
isn'% paid for, And the work remains a part of womens personality, -~ . -

So the cost of the work outside the home can be cut,The hospitals for exemple can - -
run én cheap wonens labour.Nurses havo,_beenf-the tearing! women working for love.
© Ancillary workers have been the invisible shit workers,Both just like women as
housevives, They too fight the idea that its not 'real work' becavsé its.mot
productive, These services and the wages, can be kept down,end cut as at p;ég‘ep_tj :

- ata

as long asg the work is being donec anyvhere for no wage ok all. (AS with any job.

- And womens position as ‘houséwives ‘affects their position in: vaged work generally. =
Lack of money, dependance and the gost of housiework, increase the competition for -
‘wages (jobs). The time and energy used on hougework mekes it desperately haxd to
fight for higher wages and less work oubside, -7 Ll iie e -
(iii)Housewives are dependant .Housewives aren't just unwaged.They're elso
-dependant on men for money.And this is a direct result of the work being wnwoged.
The work is there to be done,it has to be paid for,end the state won't pay for it.
Women have to depend on men for the moneys To escape that dependance they have to
get a .sg_c_gpg_‘,waged job or separate from men to get money from the state, Bither way
" %he situstion is affected by the dependence of housewives.Social Security forces
that dependence to save the state money - the low level of benefits compared to the
cost of homsework; the Cohabitation Rule; the harrassment of 'gseparated! women, ‘
And wage levels are held down as described. Economic dependence reinforces sexual
and empticnal dependence, especially for women with children who have the work and

,‘,gos"gs of childcare.
3)THE CURRENT STTUATION .

(For detaniled background read first draft of Vomens Con’irﬂj.é'si,on 'Repor_‘l-;;)__- .

Viomen are hit particularly hard by the crisis because of their positidn' as
housewives.Unemployment;cuts in public spending;wage freeze and inflotion al

[ty
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~hit housewives divectly by reducing the money they have,increasing the workload
* and increosing the cost of housework, And all ruling class policy is weighted
heavily against women because of the divisien of labour and power,

Women are losing their waged jobs faster then men,Part-time workers are often
the first for the chop -~ women'who’work port-time because its the only way they
cen get -money and fit it in with the housework,Public sector cuts fall hard on
womens jobs as the majority of the workforce,Trade wiion policy has let it
happen.Without a strategy against unesmnloyment tredé union officials will
negotiate redundancies rather than fight then, The 'division of labour
between men and women allows them to get oway with it.lMen axe favoured as the
breadwinners and voren get the chop. T

Women, like a1l woikéis,.have beenfforéeﬂ to tie their need for money to ﬁégedf'
labour,Now, on top of the loss.of that moncy,the increase in housework and its
cost, more wouen are forced back into econcmic dependence on men, '

. In the crisis tensions inside the famlly and the burden on women gels even more.
unbearsble.Violence increases,Womens control of their bodies and lives gets
harde¥.to achieve -~ free,safe abortion is threatened by the cuts and 'women

who want children are forced not to have them through poverty.Sexual freedom

is even more limited by forced.@epehdenCe on husbands;less housing,hardexr- work,
Generally, women like the whole working class are suffering a major setback,
But we have to Logk ab the particular fentures of womens strugele.Ib com. .
develop jin differcnt ways and at a different pace,_fron other struggles or the

el
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class strugale as a whole. -

Yomen; through theix‘own struzale, have found the space to keep wp & xich,
extonsive and diverse battle for what ‘they need, Their combativity has increased
over the last 2 yeers and there struggles have been more widespread than at any
time since .the second world wez, Phase 2 of the pay polic ¥, xepresents the '

onset of & major offonsive ogpinst this broad and freemented strugrle. (The

4%F;pay froeze which attacks the lower naid hardest; cutt ing of food subsidies}
screpping of Child Benefits; retreat end backsliding on' Equel Pay). IR

Over the last 10 years of so women have geined a lot in strength.So when the
crisis got underway, they were in some weys in a stronger position to confront
ruling class policy than proviously,.Womens Liberation is now a household. word
and its attacks on sexist ideology have becn taken up and discussed widely.
Their need for money,less work, independence and power has been expressed in

a far~reaching explosion of struggles for higher wages, more and better social
services, unionisation, Eqal Pay etc.Governnent legislation, while never really
giving women what they need, has recognised and made public this ¢changing situation
~the Equal Pay end Sex Discrimination Actsy the liberalising of divorce and
aportion laws; the provision of free contraceptiong the decision to continue
payment of Family Allowances to women. : ' '

At the same time,; when women decide to fight, they've generelly in a better
position to do so despite the onslaught of crisis policies and propaszanda, Because
of the division of labour women are less tied to & tradition of trade union
and . Labour Party politics and organisationg 80 they're less -controlled by them.
They will often choose more direct tactics.and be more ready to open up and
generalise their struggle to other sectors, Through the work they do in the home,
women experience capitalism on many different levels (in waged work and the home;
in the social sorvices,councils and socinl security;through their contact with
the struggles of men and children as it affects them in the home, )This can be

. an important counterbalance to the sectionalism and reformism of the trade uniohs,

The hospital struggles of 1972-4 have also opened up spaces for womens struggle.
Wurses and ancillary workers in their first cver national strikes, fought for
more money, less work, and the right to.struggle as woxkexs.They Tought the
blackmail that women work for jove: {with slogans like "You -can't put dedication in
the bonk)and the idea that its just a personol service, paid chedp because its

not nroductive. :
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This fight is now more sporadic and localised, with the set-back in vorking
class struggle .generally,Hospital workers are now losing many gains e.g the |
closure of hospital nurseries in Manchester,Dut it continues,and has gpened
up spaces for other women doing “woumens work™, The struggle of women in:
waged work continues to gxiend through previously unorganised, non-militant-
sectors e,g cleaners; outvorkers; ‘play workers; women agricultural workexsj
women in small factories, This fight hes generally been around highex, pay
and the r ight o mmionise., .~ . -~ .. T -

Equal Peoy has been an important focus for womens fight for higher wages 88
2 right, Just as the ruling class wants o pay freeze, the Equal Pay Act comes
in, 1t wos fomged in the 60s, before the crisis got underway,and had 3 functions
for ruling class policy at the time, To sit on and channel the growing wage ‘
militancy of wemenj to help plans for exvanding womens jobs; to help the .
rationalisation of British indistry.{(The ways cmployers ‘get round! . the Act,
like cutting down on women's jobs and using machinery,were the aim of the .
Act.) Now ruling class policy has been altered in the crisis but the Act has -
had to go throughi, = - . o o0l S BT
Tts obvious that the Act doesn't mean Equal Pay, let clone the wages wonmen necd.
But its given many women the confidence to fight, often for the-fivst. time in -
their lives, and despite bitter opposition from union officials,men workers,
and the onslaught of crisis propagande ¢.g Trico 1976, - e e

‘The next feu months will be important.Will women accent. the 4% ox push on for
Equal Pay end higher wages.Big Flame must be prepared to_support and help build

" .

this fieght, as one fromt of womens struggle foxr moxe money,less worl,against the

-

division of labour and POMSTe - .- .

These struggles in waged work affect the general situation for allfwbmen,bec i
they're about womens work, the right to a good indenendent. income ete,The . & /-
.struggle around housework itself is much harder, and full-time housewives who
will leed this struggle because of their position in the home, have a much ...
harder battle to win anything directly fox themselvaes through their own action.
This affects the situation of all womon too,including women in waged work who
are also housewives but. less able to toke part in ‘commumnity' based. struggle day
by day. - e e T IERLIEEANE S '
Despite the difficulties,however, housewives have also been fighting an S
increasing,extensive battle. This fight is centred- of course in the 'commnity?
around the daily living and working conditions of housewives,This too is very’
. sporadic and localised,Apart from neticnally-linked fights like the 72 xént

" strikes, community struggles tend to be 1isolated end fragmented,There!s not .

even +the minimum kind of national framework and orgonisation given to waged
workplace struggles by the trade union movenent.The issues. being fought over may
be confined to one street or estate.fnd the work women do confines them to vexy
localised struggle. . . . : ' S i

Another problem is that even if o barticuler fight ié wion, @ftef £ 1ot of hoara iU
work, its often a drop in the ocean compared to the massive onslaught from price =

rises,cuts in services,increased work.c.g Women in Manchester‘foﬁght for houscs
end can't afford the rents. Housewives in waged work have had the space as
described to offset this a bit and win higher wages.Housewives at home full time

haven't had this space,

put therc's no signs of this fight dying out, In many arcas vomen are fighting
the cuts e.g the closure of wash houses in Leeds and fighting for the extension
of services that never existed e.g safety barriers and play areas on Tower Hill.
This struggle too is involving women who've never organised together before,and
is incredibly importent for destroying the isolation of housewives and giving
strength to womens struggle as & whole., In this strugsle too, women experience
taking the lead , and con*rolling the fisht, which begins to break down theix

e b i

sense of powerlessness.,
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There are signs that through this too,-women are gaining more confidence

and consciousness of their own needs.The fight isfcgﬂtinuing,gggggggjgggjgggi'
about Fthe neced for cuts®i One strength is that its so obviously in the intcrests
of the working class e.g facilites for kids, (fhis is a weakmess vhen women submerge
their own nceds in the fight for everyone else, )Dut also there are signs that
women are sticking their heels. in because they!re becoming clearer what there work
is all about and just how much they've been cheated.On quer‘ﬂill there's beean

a raging battle of ideas over the safety barriers - the council and press saying
kids are the mother's responsibility (Jjob) and the women saying they do their

job and its time thé council.did a bit., And on the Liverpcol demo that stopned
cuts in housing maintenance,women from Hetherley sang, h L

Ve are the Liverpool mums They sey that we arc hard-faced .
Working hard 211 day . - - So hard faced we will be .

Vle do the coxpy's work. - . Without the Liverpool mums

- Dut the corpy gets the pay . . Vhere would Liverpool be?

The question of how this struggle goes foxward is a political as well as. an’
orgenisational one, This growing consciousness has to be stpported and built on. .
Cuts Coumittees in-our experience have failed to include housewives and their
.political interests.We support the need to base the Cuts Campaigns in local

action groups that are accessible to houscwives as well as everyone-clse.Bul

we also have to fight to include womens nceds in the political direction of the.
caspaign, This nesna helping ko build o strategic perspechive end a programme based

on the needs of women as housewives,ind helping to build the autonomous womens,

.

orgenisation . that will build and fight for it e.g local Abortion Campalgn grovPsi -
yomens- _dentres, - - . , ' LR

And finally, in the last 2: years womens struggle ovexr Aportion:A Womans -«
Right to Choogse has become the most significant,feminist struggle that's been .
fought for. a long time — not just in this country but throughout BEurepe,:Thousands
of women have been involved in local action groups and national demonstrations .
._Qagain, many of them for the first time, JAnd in that same period the Womens Aid
movement has emerged as a crucial, concrete alternative -to dependance and.
unbearable marriages and as & demonstration of how womens autonomous power can '
‘be built, (These are discussed in thé¢ later section on the Womens Hovement). it

' 4)STRATEGTD PERSPECTIVES + WHAT VE'RE FIGHLING FOR,

Over the-last few months, the Womens Commission has been discussing the need for

a more strategi¢ perspective on womens struggle.Given that we say the position of
women as unwaged workers is fundamental, this must be the starting point of that.
. perspective., "Wages for Housewoik has been the centre of the discussion.The
Coumission is divided:on this itself, Dbut we all agree that. the political questions .
raised during the discussion are crucialgand have_not,been_adequately’discussed;

»

Bocimse_of this we don't want a vote taken on Wages for Housework at the national
conference, Ve feel a vote on this particular slogan,at this time,would confuse
and cover up the real issues involved, Instead we'd Iike to put forward 4 main. .
points, which should be voted on all together because they ere all related to cach
other. These 4 points,taken together, should provide the outlines of a gtrafomic .

perspective on the strugsle against wvaged housevork, They should be the guidelines

for & devoloping programne; fox nevspapex articles end leaflets on womens strusales
and for women's activity. a P

(1) The socialisation of housework,paid for by the state, contulled by the
working class. -
ii)Guaranteed,adequate, independent income for all women,including housewives.
iii) Housework to be paid for by the state, whoever .does it and vherever its
done, ‘ I '
(iv)No division of labour between men and women,inside or outside the home.

Big Flame needs to be clear what these peints mean, For example, socialisation
of housewoxk has been stressed by the womens movement and all revolutionary
orgenisations, Dut it can mean meny things, and Big Flame must geparate iteelf




from xeformist and enti-feminist ideas about’ socialisation, We don't want it

so thot ™women can go oub to work and join the class struggle". Ve want it
because women do work and ere engaged in the class strugzle when they fight fo,
work less, Although many women now fight for e.g nurseries, 5o they can go out
to work, their struggle can't be reduced to this, If it is, womens struggle in
the home is submerged and misinterpreted; the struggle for money and independence
is tied to wage labour i,e the needs of ozpltalism,not women; and sccialisation
itself is defined in relation to production instead of the needs of the working
class, We don't want nurseries for example, so that kids can be 'put away’ and :
women can'produce'more, We want to stop childcare being orgenised at the expense .
of women and children themselves. ' ' S

In the long term, socialisation isn't & guestion of organising housework more

nefficiently®, getting these "backward" women out of the home and organising it

- all in the service of socialist production, Its about the guality of life,and

a society in which people's needs come first. It means re-appropriating human

activifties which arc now vrgenised as hard work on the backs of women e.g childecare;

it means integrating the soci2l orgenisation of socloty as part of the unification

of the working class and the building of working class community and socialist,_H

. society., We don't want an uncritical adoptlon of bourgeois socialisation which
institutionalises children, the old, the sicl, the hendicapped in ghettos ; isolated

_from the rest of the working class. . : BRI

........

Ty the ¢lass struggle now it means fighting every inch.of the way for' the power

%o control. the services we get end to make the state pay fox them ,This puts. o
‘the strumgle of women in the open - as a .fight against work, for money and.a” . ... ..
better life. And it puts forward the anti-~cepitalist content of the struggle of
the whole working class. . . , SRR

Payment " for housework is-an important demand to meke, It is one way in which —~
women con build the power-to lay down the conditions for socialisation, The work
that is done in the social services:and 'in the home -is the same .work organised in
different. ways. If this work is:ungaid fqr gnyvhere the nosition of waged workers
doing the work is weaker. And while its not paid for at home housewives are forced
to do more work and are also’ forced to accept existing sexvices that don't meet
their needs e.g so they cen get a waped job. This questiqn,is'raised"specifically
‘around particular jobs e.g the State has had to consider peying women looking after
elderly parents; and registered childminders in London, are- fighting. for wages. The
gencral demand helps to draw out whai these struggles ore about and the long teim

. ains of womens struggle.It's not an altcrnative to socialisation.We don't accept

payment of this work in the home so they can cub down services that organise the
work outside, But, for example, women whe choose to look after dying welatives at

. home should be paid for it, and have all the fdcilities. they need so they don't have .

to !put them away'; they also need the socialised services, organised in the
interests of the working class. Pl T TS s e L i T T

‘It also helps in the fight for the 4th point, by pointing owt that.the work is.

work end must De peid for yhoever does if and vherever it is dome. This separates

it from the idea that its “womens woxk" which we do naturally and for love.

Guaranteed income is the framevork in which we look at all struggles foxr honey -~

- Income based on need and not on productivity. Tor women its stressed-as independent
- hecause we cannot destroy our soxual, emptional, political dependence on men while
we're still economically dependent, It means fighting fpr'jobs'(wages)with,no
strings;BoualPey with no strings; more family allowances; for lower rents and more
services etc. All tHe particular ways women fight for noney of theix won. .

fhe struggle against the division of labour requires a struggle around the other
'3 points and a struggle against jdeas, laterial conditions and ideology define
housework and certain waged jobs as'womens work' - and this traps both men chd
women in ghettos and sexual roles, :

This is the gencral framework. Specifically in the coming period, we've outlined
the following main arcas of wemens struggle - ‘ o R




(1) FOR MOMEY (& against work). Equal gay with no strings;don't trust the Tribunal,
Higher ohild allowances (at least £3). lo to the 4%; higher wages and state
benefits for all, Back pay for hospital workers, Independent income for all women,
incluling housewives =~ against the Cohabitation Rule, for the right to S5 and dolei
No to price rises; lower rent,fuel and food bills. Wages £6r child-minders;

( 2)AGAINST INCREASED WORK (and for money). No.to the Cuts - less, not more work for
housowives -~ nurseries, hospitals,laundries paid by the state controlled by thao
working class, No redundancies which incrcase the workload and axe wages, The right

to paid time off work for pregnancy, nursing sick children etc - no natural wastage.

(3) RESIST VIQLENCE, Womens Aid Contres %o be paid for by the State and controlled
by the women themselves, Rape Centres ditto. Support all women on trial for-
resisting violence, The right of all women to organise in their own defence,

(4)0UR BODIES: OUR LIVES Free, safe aboxtion on demand; a womens right to shoose.
A VOMANS RIGHT TR CHOOSE. Fox the indevendent right of women to choose sterilisation.
For free, safe contraception. No forced abortion, contraception or sterilisation

through state planning, medicéf&ﬁgﬁuﬂice, poverty or overwork. -

(5)FOR SEXUAL INDEPENDENCE & FREEDOM, The right fo be lesbian, Against attacks. on gay
pecple - for the right to organise in their own defence. Support for independent gay
organisation. For the right of lesbian women to custody of their children. Against
all legal, political, economic, social policy which forces the dependence of womcn on
men, and restricts sexual freedom, For the right of girls and women to information.
on their own bodies, contraception, abortion ete. S

( 6 JHOMES "FOR_ALL AT RENTS VB CAN AFFORD.No housing cubs, More houses. ﬁogsing to meet

people's needs whether single, married, families, or groups. o

(7)THE RIG BT TO ORGAMISE The right to buildings and money for Womens Ceitres, The
right to unionise and have mectings at times end places that we can attend. The right
to provision for childcare and othexr housework during strikes, ocowrations ete, For
local action groups aimed at involving housewives in +the Cuts Campaigns, NAC etc,

For the T ight of women to organise autonomously :in womens centres, Womens groups,
in the waged workplace, in the 'coumunity', within: unions, strike comnittees, tenants

groups or independently of other orgenisadions, - . -

5)THE WOM NS MOVIMENT. 3

For women to gain what we need, its essential to build an autonomous, mass womeng:

movement,The sexual division of labour ond power is the oldest in the"?q?r_ld. Vomen
“have been at the bottom of the tip for a very long time, in every area of. life =
sexually,culturally,maﬁerially,politically, Yo have a huge job Jjust beginning to

understand and respect ourselves and each other; let alone change the world.:

By a masg movement we don't just mean in numbers - we- algo mean it has to be an
expression of and rooted inside the mass sitruggle of women in capitalist society. o
We've explained why we think the posibion of women is rooted in the unwaged work we 40.
FThis is the framework in which we all live and struggle and what we win against that
unwaged work will affect everything else, So the womens movement has to deal with this
gquestion and build a political strategy to chenge it.And it has to be rogted in the
struggles of all women who are already fighting and will continue to fight around this

- especially the mass of working class women whose class position and position as

rhousewives puts them in the forefront of the anti-cepitalist struggle against that woﬂcg

By autonoimous we’mean both political and organisational autonomy,The two go together.
Our movement needs to be anti-capitalist so that out’struggle isn't used or
subordinated by the ruling class or reformism (trade unionism, the Labour Party,
the Commnist party). Our noeds and the needs of capitalist development are dixectly
opposed, Ve olso need to put our interests at the centre of the fight against
copibelism, so we have to build our political aubonory againgt all sections of the
.revolutionary left who think womens struggle is & 'diversion' opr an extra 1issue’
tagged onto “the class struggle", The organisational autonomy of the movement (women
oxganising together) means we find the space to think and understand what our needs

" and interests ere, We build our seélf-confidence,; self-respect and power so that we
can fight for those interests and not be side~tracked and divided by the interests of
men, which have greater power in capitalist society. e

.
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The beglnnlngs of +this movement alreaay exist, Womens leeratlon, the oldest
part of the movement, is now 7 years old in Britain,There are-also now a
whole range of groups out of which an autonomous,mass movement can vrow. S
Women in the National Abortion Campaigm jthe Yo WOmens Aid Movement;local womens
action ﬂlqggg'and socmallst discussion _ groups; 1esb1an action groqps- black
womens FTOUpRs; the I Power of Women Collectlve- women in the Claimants, Unlons.

_ There's also the women in the revoluulonary Teft who will be drawn to & strong
- womens movement,and make a break with the political domination of revolutionary
. .struggle. Altogether we call this the Yomcns Movement, though at the moment not
all these groups are linked together or, 1dent1fy w1th ‘each othex. Momens ~.......
Liberation, because it has national’ conferences and first started the movement,
is still a main focus for many women.but many women in e.g WOmens Ald don‘t
relate to VWomens leeratlon as such, :

;Womens leeratlon has had a’ very lmportant effect on womens struggleqlts glven
support to many vomen, even those who don't see themselves as paxrt of it. “Tts
~ _done a lot io change ideas and help the growth of newer womens groups and R
3¥campalgns. ‘Many Womens Liberation groups have now weakened. ox dissolveds there 8
“been no national co-ordinating committee since 171;and the national conferénces
‘are less and less policy-mzking bodies for a single movement.This doesn't. mean
'.the womens movement is dylng - Just that 1ts changlng and re-formlng.

Qut of thls movement there! s been several 1m?ortant developments There are now

a variety of feminist papers and newsletters, WIRES collects and circulates
information about the movement.Spare Rib makes feminist news and ideas. widely .
available in a readable way, and sells in newsagents etc, There's also ggxgg;l,
..+a feminist discussion paper, Red Rag, Vomens Report.And local and ‘special =
..subaect' newsletters produced by lesblan,women, SOClallnt “womien,y NAC ete. f{fﬁlf-i'

'L: Womens Health groups ‘find eut about and discuss womens health learn about -
-;'selfmexamlnatzon and aboriivn, ' do pregnancy testlng etc Some groups

" concentrate ;on culture and.prqpaganda , street theatre, films, . art exhlbltlons,
*‘photos,posters; There are several taerapy groups in London especially, -Social

* events have always been an important part of the moevement —-womens: ‘Parties,. .
dlSOOS, rock gLoups, camps, baxs, holldays These are oftea set up by 1esb1an ~;.

ok

"“{women an& engoyed.by heterosexual WOmCn too, e.8 Oaklands WOmens Centre 1n FE
< Walesy set up as a cheap holiday place for. women, used widely by middle class
* and working claqs women and used as a playgroup and womens centre by women 1n the

kljlocal v111agea

~ The womens movement is now committed to tne demand ‘$hat women have the rlght
_ $o0 define their own sexuality. ILesbian women organise their own conferences as
t - well and have set wp groups like CLAN (2gainst attacks.on lesbians, ) Lesbian ...
women are also closely involved in the setting vp of WOmens centres and o
. womens aid centres ~ their committment to and engoyment of belng With women: -
.'_and belng auonomous from men often makes. bhem more wllllng to. dc thig than
- ‘other women in the womens movement& ; '

'In all these activities, the Womens Liberation Movement is still wrestling - -

”'.w1th the problem of how. to become more accessible and involved in the struggle

of working class women-aé a’ whole,Therc's always a tension between the pexsonal
nced for self-liberation,in the small suppoxtive group, with all the enexgy

that reruires,;and the need to open the group up, spread information, and build
the movement w1th other women whose 1mmed1ate needs mlght be different. Thexe!s

how %o do it, _ EER R

Women in Dig Plume are also wrestllng with this.We haven't got all the answerm

but we have some ideas of how we want to deal with this problem., Ve should be

part of the continuing theorctical discussion about the direction of the movement .
and talk about how we work, We can contrlbute articles to Spare Rib, circulate
discusgion papoers and lnformatlon on our act;vmty at conferences and in quﬁﬁ{le R

Notes, And, as in Manchester we can be Qart of Sociclist womens dlSGUSSlon
ETOUPS ;

S L e i e
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We can also help to build Egggpg_pgpﬁ;gﬁ‘in‘the local areas wherc we work,

and onen out all the activity on womens heelth, culbure, ete inside the

grass roots activity of women in the ared, And help to root national campoigns,
like NAC, in local groups, which aim to do mass work and involve women in the
‘area rather than concentrating solely on links with trade unions ond lobbying
MPs.ALL this will help to drew the diverse activities in the womens movement,

together as part of the some pr ocess of “rooting that movement, and linking it

13 the megs struggles of women, Only by doing this will thépwomens‘movement be
able to develop its strategy on o notioncl level and build o womens offensive
against the crisis and capitolism, :

The Netiona), Abortion Campingn ond the Momens Aid Movement are the two most

——

important, national develonoments in the recent history of the womens movenent,
In NAC, Big Flame wemen axe paris of the anti-capitalist, feminist tendency in
the Compaign, swmmed up in the glogen A VWomens Right to Choose, We oppose any
jdens that abortion is an answer to the poverty and overwork forced on women

by capitalism; or that its about mpopulation controlm; or thot we need it so

we con “go out .to work cnd join the closs struggle®, These ideas tie womens
needs to_ the needs of czpitelism, They'we anti-fominiss, reformis} and even
downright reactionary, Ve fight for the wight not to have children and we fight
- for the right %o have them, So inside the abortion cempaign we also raise the
fight of women for the money they need and against the work they do.

And directly related to this, we fight to root the campaign in local action
groups in which working. ckass housewives can voice their interests and build
their power to direct the campaign,Moss work in the area which 1links the .
campaign to the daily struggle and lives of women is essential,ln that way
+he womens movement will be buill ard we'll get abortion on our terms,

e b W

There are many problems,.in some arefs NAC groups ore dominated by Trotskyist
groups who use he campaign and sabotege its onti-capitalist feminismy ond who
wont to direct the campaign solely to winning support of trade union branches ete,
Women i n Big Flame feel itc not always possible to work in NAC when its like
this, and its better to work in other woys. Where possible, though, we will and
do work with other women in NAC, a o

 The Womens Hid Movement is the First notional movement o be based in and
crented by the struggle of working closs housewives, In working class oreas

we a1l know the extent of violence against women, mode worse by living and R

working conditichs of everyone in the fomily. We also know that in’ these oareas
its especially hord to find solutions - women Ore trapped by lack of money, )
housing, the isolation of new estates ox the tightness of old commmites.
yithout collective struggle - Refuges especially, and fighting fox social
security and rchousing ~ its left to persomal solutions and social-working,
which fails to change the general situation., Within the Womens Aid Movement
there's also a struggle between the ided that refuges should be mm by councils
and social workers and the idea that it should be run by the women themselves. '
Again, its the differcnce between reformism and feminism, between the ided that
battering is on individual 1problen! ond the analysis that its a product of

the position of women in capitalism and that women themselves nust build the
power to change it. ‘ '

The development of the womens movement generelly, and a political stroategy, will
greatly strenthen this movement.And Yomens 4id in turn will be crucial in
building that movemen'. VWnerc possible, this too should get support from Big
Flame through our active involvement, . :

Backaround reading, Big Fleme womens fgouwp reports to the conference,

[ e T e AT a RTAT T T AN e e e e e

Wases f or Housework discussicn - 5 papers, four of them in Internal Bulletin,

............ M e i

Yomens Ald orticle in Interncl Bulletin,

lpg@ﬁ;;;gggﬂ@jggqg}@m@pﬁ_ﬁp@ﬁ;sgﬁpp_ (2 from OM L'pool: 1 from leeds)

Womens Struzele Hotes

Also useful reading ~ Spare Rib (last 3 issues): CIS Repprt “Women Under Attack":
CSE pamphlet no. 2 "Ga the political economy of women''; Wires.

SEE&E%XE{QFINAL SECTION ON VOMEN IN BF:INTERNAL ORGANTSATION: STRUGGLE NOTES







FUNCTION OF ‘IHE WOMEN' § COIMSSTOH

This is the only forum for women o sha.re”th'elr"e'xpé‘fﬁ.éhces and doevelop an- analys
and propose stratagises. This has proved to be -, almost :anossz.b.!.e tas}c because"% here
is always too macb. to dl.acmss. :

1. Women 1nvolved in the same areaa of a’tmggle eg Woman's a:x.d I\IAC, Rz.bht to Fu.el
Hospitals etc.,should find ways of sharing L.helr expem.encea eg holdlnb local
neetings and inviting other gomrades- alonge - i
2+ We should be clear about what we want ‘from. each cddmx women' s cowm:.ss:.on. Differen
comissions throughout the year will ‘require-a different approach. If we 3 vant toie
collecttm.se our experience then the woas en's comaission should” be open ard all . wome
in BF be-eéncouraged to ‘attend. If we have: specific issues to debate eg. wages for'
houswom,znvolvement in NC et¢, then each group should be respons:.olar for having’
“thorough diseussion on the issue amd mandating oelerrates to go to the woen' s . conn,
This should not exclude. any other wozen who wish to go frow doing soe-

- 3e-The on-going debate- should. reflect the overall dlrectmn of BF in orcier 'to suppor
tha women _on ‘the NC.. -

'Promganda
- Stmgg_le Notes.\ :
1);There should be a woaen'a mbl:.cat:l.on wh:x.ch is a,clmowledoed as -

2) Youen Uho m.sh tc be 3nvolved in the ed:.tonal collecta.ve should put thelr namesxﬁat
forvard, .o cs S

- 3): The- resources in the leerpool ofi‘lce shsould be used for la,;ou,t and the publica
. s;.xould be printed.- B
) The women in BF must be respons:.ble for ra,ls:mg money to support a ’publn.cation.
(NB the National paper-is in- financial dli’f:.,_mlty): : R : L
5)-We'mst contact all the women we- want to= involvs and ask them what they inrould‘ 4
like*to-see and what they are willing to. ‘contribute, Without. outside- particz,petion u
should not atﬁempt tids venture because “mllstlc...lly me wonen 1n BE do n@t ‘have rthe
resources. to wake a good- publlcah.on. : o " L
6): Attempt should be nade to hold women' g neetrxgs around any pu.bls.catlon( see KT’
: docuaent). Tals w1l go a 1onb way towards providing the foruns which we are 1acl' Tg
in BF to share- specific experiences.” Tasy could also be used. to ra:i.se ‘m*xey. :
(See "Fro ﬂaue«_zatlno‘ to Flane: ~Throwing¥ XT YLEF )
b) Hational News : 5
li Lvery women's group should
right; and - peoplenweuld like:
‘editor) -
2) The: uouen's conni ssio) ature-pages. - 2
3} A1X groups should see it as'a part of: “their: base worh to-viden-the- conc:t.ousness .of

'vo*aen they work m.,th beycnd- the:r.r partlcular satua.t:l.on and try and
as part of this,

¢) Other Publications L R S e
We should contrlbute to and- sell Spare RLb,and write to it as meiubers of -BF

' MAIN. AFEAS OF *'IORK _ 7
1) He partlca_pate 1n the "led B’enei‘:.t SC“]E}JI@ " cunpalgn 1n1t1atec1 oy CPA(‘ U’B use
their petition and produce our own national leaflet, : :

2) We :anes’c.igate vays bf :mltlatmg a canpaign against the co-rzaoltatlon mle as
part of our perspectlve ofi independent income, #

3)-Wo should discuss antifascist activity and how women in ’PF part101pat-= 1n tm.s.
-_hore vonen should try to &0, .on demos an:l support gach otaer..,-

prepars a crlt::,quejof the. -paper. Say what {s wrong
,w‘ny" :re" romen don't. read _‘:r.t ote.:




& polits.cal ‘perspective ontd ad‘ in the rest: of. the‘repor’b isan accmmlation of
ideas dravm: “together: fron/ the. i~ vomnen in BF cut off our: practice. We-are’all in BF

. becauge we:belleve in the- creat‘l.ve ‘Powers of the working class ard work in.a mass.’
yay in order:to draw ocut that power and direct it towards sociaslign,. In all our
areag of activities w:’t.th women. we analyse the struggles in order to find ways of

~ broadening out. these: struggles beyond the particular issue. Extra to this BF acknos-' :
ledges the fact that women face special oppression,we therefore sapport and encourag ;
the: indepandent- organisation of women for. their owm povier. Although the general
analysis of the-report is not couplete and is weak in certain areas (eg Women at. 'work) :
1t .does show that the vomen in BF are working towdrds an altermative perspective to-

.~ the;tght to Work,: This perspective is" mart of the overall srategy of BE and naeds
‘ inoorporatixg!nationall “inta all‘ba&e'act:,vitd_es.'

- A.lot of work.done by women in Eé‘ has been lost on the. orga.rﬁ.sa,tion as a. whole of’oen
_~__kep'h in the confines of .the’ Women‘s, Commisgion if heard at all. The NC is the ‘body ¢£
. BF which should make-it c¢lear '~ debates of local: groups and the comzissions to the.
whole organisstion. ‘This necessitates the- partlcipata.on of mmen on the NC to ensure _
- BF‘represents the- necessary feninist perspectives. et
The- difficulties for women to participate effectivel,y on 'bhe NC are numefous.- L
- 1eTime:This is the most obvious problem because women m.thin BF have a double role as '%
m:ll.tan‘os and., femlnia’c.s.,,;‘:-_;;:-_;-:.-_ L T : i

. Inwlwment on- {:he NC requires a parta.c:u.‘[ar typa of person ie someonea.ole to analyse the _
“generaY”sithation and direct the application of this.inte. the;wide-range of our.. base:
. activities..A:Xot of women in BF see’this as beyord ‘thélrcar pabilitias andiyet-as hag
_ already beenisaid we are all doing this all the time in our areas of works The' prob-'
o leidt. ig:nok: ‘that.wonen-are. incapable but that we try to define ocur capabilities in
' "ma'Le“* terns io soneone who . can: articulate all situations: ard make general ‘analyses s
<. (AL thougn’yoa' ve probably noticed this is oftan expressed in: sxch_an obscure way. that
- ;itsnot mchiuse to the.mass of people):iw. s e
-.";‘-_Women on: the -otber hand. are nore sensn.tiva to idaas w}n.ch arise from everyday_ s.zmat-{_
: :1c~nsi~and‘f‘of f.md:mg Vays. 5

- This Is ob 'ou ot a,robl of ha aNC t csthefact"chd ‘the . organ.
Cation and. part;z.mlarly the wnmen within the ozga:fnsatlon have not- put e ough GneYEy
'_&:mﬁo ‘the NC. -

' 1.A11 wnmen's gmps ahould consa.der whlch vonen and’ nen thezr would 1ike ’w see on t‘n@
NC... <. i
2e The orga.n:r.aat:.on needs to ’caLe the process of educat:l.on and ca,dre fomation sem.ouslf
and. find structures to make this effective. At the moment the needs of the.organis- '
at:Lon are develop:l.ng quicker than the ca.pamlltles o.n memaers to deal m.t‘a the sa.tuatw
3+ There should be a serlous debate anoung the women as to whether we

can. overcoue- the difficulties women face within an organisation with tirfhter political
centralisation,or whether we should accept that wonen can only go i‘omam outs;ds
'tlah‘t stmctural boundanea- . . :




