INTRODUCTION T O MaZIING O]
HOUSEWORK, 25.2.76.. :
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0 MESIING OF LIVVIPCCL BIG FLAME WOMIMS GROUP_ON WAGES JOR

1, Wages _ for Housework snd the Power of Women Collective, -

Vages for Housework is the demand put forward by the Power of Women
tollective. This is a women's group which started neeting within
the Womens ILiheration Movement about 3 years ago, There &re NowW .
members in London, Reading, Oxford, Cambridge, Bristol and groups
in Italy, Switzerland, Canade, North America, Australia (at least),
They produce a good -journal -called 'Power of Yomen'! and have
written books and pemphlets which I've listed at the end,

The Power of Women is the clearest, strongest voige of womens
autonosy- in-fthe womens movement, Womens lLibsration has always
i neluded a wide range of political ideas, The Power of Women has
done more. viin (xl 30T gEown to put dorward & pexnspective which is
feninist end anli-copiialist, Thoy hure put forward the need for a
'movement, for a theory and practice which expresses our aubonomy
from capital, from ths =eformism of trade union politics and
. orgenisation and from the male domination of class- struggle in
' left groups. ‘ ' . S o .

Because of this women in Big §1éme have always been politically '’
close to the Power of Women, We've been forced to have many .
discussions about ﬁ;;és . for Housework, The theory which “they have
developed hes influenned ours,lor own practice, our own struggle”
has tdught us o ree things in very similar ways, We havé to be
clezrer nov ¢ oot see ihis. _ 7 . . Do we
agree on the derend ‘ilnges for lousewori! or not? Or do we '
continue to say that our siruggle for money, ‘against work,
in all kindé of different ways,is the way that the struggle of
v omen i made — rot vitr a catéh-all demand? Do we think Wages for -
Houseworl as o demand cenfuses ov wiifies these .struggles? And -
linked +to this, lei's Lo olesw why we are Big Flame and how do we
Fight to-build en eubonomous yomens movensnt?

(%Ebr'example, Seima James! 'Women the Uniong and Work!
gummn? . WP a- perspective we shared, "only more clearly)
2. Cepitalism - Uoric end Yegos,
mis working clasg, the only condition under which we are allowed o
4 o exist is thot we work, iverything elge shtems from this. ~ evexry
situation, every relationsnip, every crisis - everything about our
e xistence..his the working class we work for capital, for its
e xpansion and growth, In return we are allowed t © sqrvive,"

Al though the wage is. paid on condition that work is done, the form
of work and the amount. of werl done have nothing to do with
determining the wage., The vege 1is determined in + he process of
s truggle between the worlking class and capital, a struggle centred
a round what-the working cless considers necessary as opposed to

w hat capitel conziders necessary," TOW Yovember 1973%.)

)

The big con is the idea that we get 'a fair day's pay for a fair day's
o5 mpe powhone neae the velue of what wo '
Lo gvante prefits mgdidnpetiumnvyerrare
CoThe weopearend wria 5% be es Little as
ioon aosgiblo, Lhe working'olasn noeds the
© hove to fight and why we have to destroy
wp A e Aot wmt the woxdk,
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Big Flatme recognisés theu this 1g the 'anti-capitalist stratesy of the -7
working class'! ~ the fight for communism as it goes on inaide the daily
struggle of the working class now, 1t's the fight to separate our neeads
from the needs of capitzlist developmept to senazate - our wages from the
work we do for the bosses profits; o soparazte our right to live from

the existence the bosses want to force on us as their working class,

This is our criticism.of the demand for the Right to Work.We fight the
loss of,jobhs as -an attack on our wages and our organisation - never as
a fight for work, fnd we:figh%t for the right to wages, work oxr no work,
because we necd money to live on. (e.w we fight for guaranteed lay off
pay, not for guaranfued work : ‘ ' i

We never demand the Right to Work fom housevives either,¥We talk of the
right to work less, the right not to work and the right to money. --
because we need money and we don't wank a sccond job to get it.We know
that housewives do %oo much work already ~ exhaustingz, boring, nerve
racking work., And because we do that worK we should get money without

- having to take on another loa d of work, Ofthor luft g roups all oppose -

wages for housework and say w omen should get out to work - into teoet
'social production'~ as a liberation from the home, Over the decades - °
many women have been driven i nto waged work by inflation, the need for

an independent income, the need for some kind of variefy in their lives,.
But + his is no 'liberation’', Its deeper enslavement., Doing two (or more);
jobs for one wage. The lowest paid, worst woerk at that - prc01sely_ _
because we are not paid a@ home and ihat work shaves the rubbish jobs

we get out of the nouse. 'The poorest of the working.class - the old,

the yorng, the handicapped, the wnemnloyed -
housewives and immigrant workers ~ provide the cheape st labour, And
because housework is for Love, not money, we're supposad to work for ;
peanuts in every ‘other job and get a big kick out of do:mL everyone else .
a favour - like in hospitals. Or oxpected to do the seme 'womens work!

of cleaning, cooking, coring ete ete for next to not hing. Affer all .
we do it £or nothing at ail ot hone, : o

s

Saying that women should get a wage only by going out to another job is
like telling waged workers to go for o wage rise by demandlng a :
productivity deal, And saying that housewives should be the only part
of the working class not to get money to live on is ludicrous,

Let's go through some of the points, I haven't gone into everything
because 1 think we should 211 read some of the POW stulf which fills in
the details. But I'11 go through some main things

5. What is Housework, | AR

A1l w omen do houseworlk - whether we're s 1n@lb or married, with or wltho t
children., We do it for.ourselves and. fox other people - for men who ave
b0j|rlcndo, hushands, fathers, brothers, wcles, grdndadb, for childrens

for the peovle who cannot or will not do it for themselves. We give

birth to and bring up the bhosses future workers, Ve maintain the present
generation of workers, including ourgelves, so that the working class is

fit e nough. to work another day,(Thet's wny housework never ends, Yde care
for the workers who are thrown to one side - the sick, the old, the disabled.

Housework is the work of Droducing ﬂnd roﬂroiuclﬂg Llabour power for the
bosscs, The problem is it doesn't scem like that, It's called a pcrsonal
service that you do f01 love - you? roward is being 1 oved or Leellng that
you're Yo, good woman' When vou do it you know its work - hard work, But
it's so tied up with yoar feulings, with your idemtity, that you don't
know where the worle onds and you begin.
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. how seugrk , . C s .
"By denying mdut o wege 2nd transforming it into an act of love, capital
t

Jage o

has .killed many b?LlS Wit 1€, rs all it has got a hell
of a lot of work almost fov. frec, and it hos made s ure that women,
far from .thudfilrE3 ggoinst i, would seek thet vork as the best thing
in life, {The.mogic words “Yog dorling you ere o real woman, ) At the

seme time it has diseinlined the wele worker also by msking his woman
depenient on hig work ar nd. his wage,. and trapped him in the discipline
by givinw nim a servent after he himgelf has- scrved at. the factory o
office. gct our role as vomes is to be the unwaged but happy, and
Exmost/iov1nn servants of the ‘working class' &.e t hose strata of the
ﬁrolouarla+ to which capitsl was forced to grant more social powexr,"

S - (Wages Againt Housework,

TJJ

k)

Kotk Hougework is really nsihi rg'more now less than‘work done to

kee p the working class going for the bosses, If you stuff chickens in
the Birds Bye you could sy “you're working for the human race,. mak1ng
the food it needs to survi i%e. But who, ﬂxccpt Jesus Chrlst, would
ever shiy that? Given the cthance we'ld all say the vork stlnks, the.

work relations stink, the'f ood stinks, the only Teason Daople’ do it
is for the monej end a bit of company, ouu tre housu. And the only
DpOOle Uho be nﬁPlt are the hosses,

It’s:bhe szne with house ork, Tt'g work ant‘ defined and orgenised
by the bos.es in their cwa fintercsts, Oun that work, on ocur shoulders,’
the capitelist world rests its big fat arse, Bub having no waze we'lre
not supposed to see-that. It isn't 'weal work?. The real workers get:.
money. The more beely 2 the more they get., Thai's. the. con they
try to PUb ovar. Tha

i3 3 piie the foet that vhen we do the same work
outside the honse wo get paid - like ¢ eoning or cooking.4As long as. !
that work' is don@ at-homs f or no wages 2t 2ll we'll be told we're not-
real workers, we're fthe wives of the working class instead of the
working. class and we'll ged paid £zx next to nrovhing in waged work as. -
wel L. S
n

And housework will contirue to he secn as our natural identity - our
personalifty, And that will continue to shepe every part of our lives,
How do"you love 3 man or lnow if you love him or not when, you donend '
on his money? Vhen you have to ngUb for it, beg for it, Juck for it,
iron shlrts for it? How do you find any senbe of Jndbpenuence or powver
whon you're trapped by so nuch work for nmo moncy~ when you can't afford
the price of a bus fare of @ women's pamphlet? How can you know what
vour sexual feclings arve; what your emptional needs A&re when fucllng

+

is part of a angaln with a man on whosc money you depend?

Cne thing veonle often say is that gettingwages for housework uon't:'
change all the ‘ideclc GELOE 1 e tional/sexual preblems of women. But.
none of this cen change without cconomic indepsadence and without
houselork. baing recognised as worl; which bas to be paid for with

s
monay instesad op/ the Lives of millions of womon,

A, SOClallaaﬁlnn of housm

The left groups ali Tall % the 'socialisation! of housework instead
of wages for housewerk. Huve, for gxanple is wnat ‘Horherg pculon’, th_
Tatest Trotsiyist paper -

"Hetgework 48 soul destrovipﬁ drudgery. Fn its present form 1t can all
but be done away with by the social provision of laundries, ‘chaap or -

free workers reostaursnts, and child came, It is pre 5cly because wy wish
to free women from the 1s oxutloq and stultification oi this kind of work

in the confines of the "Lﬁku a1l howme that we think the demand for wages
for housewourk iz self

oting and weactionary. e r if wages were pald
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,for housework, it would roo t women ever firmer in isclation and
oppression, We must fight t o free women, not compensate them,"

lg What .a load of baloney,
2} Housework is soul destroying drvdrery. Like all work for capital,

But these groups seem to think that work is OK once you're out of the
house,  Freedom is exchanging one load of drudgery fo. another, The
housework that has already been socialised is still socul destroying
drudgery. Like the work of dometics in hospitals; or cooks in canteens,
or theé women who work in the bagwash. Ito low paid because. its not

paid in the house, Its women's work that's shaped by the work we - do ‘

at home. The dlffevenco ig that its wazed, and the women who .do it can
now ‘make a strungle for hlsher wages, 2gainst the work thay'bave to do.
In the last few years ancillery workers end nuarses in the hospitals

have had their first national strike es3 more and more struggles have
taken place amonst cleaners, canteen staff ete, inside workplaces.Once .-
you ‘have a wage for work you can stop thinking about it being a labour
of love like women in nursing did for yeaxrs.

2} "In its present form it can a2ll be done away with", I'm pot sure if
he's talking about now or in cloud cuckoo land, We have hosp1tals,
nurseries, sohools, PllﬂlCS, 0ld peoples homes, social workers,
canteens, laundrettes etc ete whic h have all socialised housework in
The interests, of cadltml - and we'lre still .doing 24 hours a day in
- the house or cb381ng our tsils runn ving between waged jobs and housework
4) Bverybody knows we need ’soc1dllsatlon’ of housework, But not what'
he's: talking about. If you talk ahout it as !freeing! women from the
home for other drudgery; if you don't recognise the unity of the struggle
of housewives and women getting wages for housework now in the state
ins titutions and factories; then you're talking sbout it in the same
terms as the bosses, Vhile housewives still do any housework for free
welre at the mercy of capitalist and socialist planners, Like now,
when the bosses are trimming the bill Tor the 'social services' and
more of that work is now put back onto the unwaged housewife, xSnIiiox
IR AR K Y BN R W Ty S e S X AL I N LI nr  AeSRd e s R KR XY
¥Rl NERERXKARMEXREXEIxeExhirkhraziix, In a socialist society the same can
happen - if the'needs of the plammed econory’requirc it.

We can only work out what we mean by socialisation when we have a
perspectlve based on our need for more monay, less work & the- needs of
our class, "It's one thing to set up a2 day care centre the wa Y we uan+ )
it and demend that the siate pay for it, IT's quite another thing to ..
deliver. our chlldren to the state and ask the state %o control them,

dig cipline them, tmach theM +to honour the. flag not for 5 hours but
for 15 or 24 hours,.. In one cise we regain some control of our lives,
in the other case we extend the State's control over us?® (WngS Against
Housework), And its one thing to demand nureseries'so we can have the
Right to Work'. And quite ancther to demend nurseries because we do -

Eggg_ggg;ygijﬁgﬁljﬁggq%;@ljg,jpald for ‘that work to bqwgpne.m ==

5)T he generel class struggle of women for socialisation on our terms,
for money, against work doe s more than anaything to free us from 'the
isolation and stultification of this kind of work in the confiines of  the
individual home', Look at t he rent strike on Tower Hill (see our o
pamphtet), And compere that to the so called !'liberation! of vomen
thhre”who work on the industrisl estate and work in the house ‘and never
get the time, energy to organise in either, -
6) Ask any women if getting wages would ‘root her foercver in isolation
and - oppression.' Jesus Chr ist, these people must think we're stupid
- they do. Moncy memns paying for . things with cash instead of with your
time, love, energy, sanity. Money means being able to organise, travel,
teke time off, have a drink. We arce isdated and oppressed the less moheay -
we have, The full ~time, uvnwaged housewife most of all. The single woman
who can get state money or a decent wage has most chance, The woman on -
her own with kids, has a 11ttle more independence bacause she gets paid
hir e eahata
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And its this man's pelitics that mekes him think wa ges for houscwork
is this *thing! th at we'll mot givens that the argument is between
which missionary is going to free us first, We are in the process of
freeing ourpelves, "If we toke woges for housework as a political
perspective we can see that siruggling for it is going to prodace
g revoluiion in our lives and in cur social power as women,' (“aﬂas
Against Housework.) Struggling for and getting wage s for housework
couldn't remotely 'leave us in the howe!, And wvhat's this load of
cobblers 'fight to free women, nod coﬁpan ate them! Vhy are housewives
the only workgrs in the world whe can't be paid wages. '? Hext time
the miners strike for £00 tnls men should try telling them to free
themselves, not compensate themselves. What a strange way of talking
sbout work and wages. ‘

He ends the article by suylnb that because the POW talks about tg
womans right not to work!' they are on 'the side of womens exploiters?,
Vow we Xnow. We can't have money because then we might refuse these
jobs,ouﬁside‘thp house! And we couldn't de that could we.

ri_rother argunent

“Uho'll pay the Won0y°.,Lt'11 be cluwod back of f othcr workers.
1n.taxes etc.. . How much would we get?..Will you get different ,
amounts for dlfferent size families or for how much work you do?,."

Wages aerwhai the working class struggiles for and wins.Wages for
housework is nod about prod uctivity. Its about money ~ the monesy we
need and- win, Gettlng a wage isn't the end of the s truggle, for any
workers, There's a struggle to keep it and a strugele to increase it
and a struggle to have it on our terme, As long as capitalism and. the
wage system exists, Waged workers in the health service are blackma;led
mrﬂmcmgmaﬂ'Umtoﬂwrmemmlmytmgsfmrﬂkudamwsa&

bla ckmailed by the argument that their wage rise is an old person's
death from hypothermia, A1l workers are told their wage rises cause -
inflation, That's caprtalis m, That'ls why we must dﬂotroy it. We
must destroy the bosses power to divide us and/nayelgr every. v1ctory
with a defeat, In that strugzle we, never accept the hosses needs and
nold down our wages and increase our work. '

"Je!ll never get it under capitalism, It's a demand that ca@‘trbe met
so it hoodwinks people.,™ '

it thls means that the demand for what we need ag the working class
challenges capi tullsm then what's wrong with that? We know that

every wage rise separatad from productivity:; every demand that the
state pays for the care of our class out of the wealth we've crgted '

ins tead of out of our wagess every demand based on our needs challenges

capitalism, That's why there's a crisis, And that's why vie push on

to destroy a system that can't and won't satisfy oux needs,

If it means that capltal is & cake ubat's such a.size and we are
asking for something we can't get till ofter the revolution then I
don't understend the argume nt, Since when did we try to balance the
hosses books for them? idxromeahermabrboenoiroso Kt koo
RO X R K A O e M R R R ok ineanaamonikid ZxhrorasriomXx
ooooeonooooaooe Strggle is obout building power and changing
things, Women with children do get wages - they get wages in waged
work and,family ellowances and state henefite wvhen they don{t have a
man bringing in a wase, YWe got wazes for housework in hospitals ete,
A1l these things have had t o be fought for - and we have o continue
fighting bo keep and increase them, And housewives need money. VWhy
shouldn't we have it? In fighting for it the struggle is transfoemed,
the balance of wower is tranbfornoa, the anti-cepitalist strategy of
the working cldsa‘pna its prograwme becomes clearer, There's not a
1ine dividing before and after the revolulion, with a 12 hour storming
%g %ﬁﬁkingham Palace and the BSC in the middle,We w in what we have the power
o ,
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¢ that the 1izat for wency against work is the
aF: : *51u@ Qut .‘1rg wdgeg7fnr novsework reduces this strugsle
and confugsgs it." "Therefore, we ayree on weges for houscwork as a
perspective that is expresscd 'in all scrts of differcnt ways by the
struggle of wemen. But not as a demand which is fout on 4op of! all
these struggles." ' '

Itve gald this Fyse]f as woell.For example, on Tower Hill we've fought

for school buses, safety berriowg, a womiens centre, against zentsy
evictions, housing conditicns, Welve all said that these were Stru rgles
for money, &gasinst work., Fer more time, power for womcn.We'lve said yes,
these are struggles for wages for houseworlk, But we weren't sure that

if we'd started off with the demoend for wages for housework we would have
fought these struggles, which had to be fought, and we weren't sure that

putting 'wages for housework' onto them would have made anything clearer
or got us nearer tc where we want to go, - - -

Now it'm not so sure I “think 1t has to be sesn as a demand whlch shapes~:
a perspective, a perspective vhich shepes a demand, (hmm),Firstly, ibs
the only demand which deals with the need of housewives for money, for
the work they do and for themselves, all in one go, Saying 'guaranteed
adequate incows for housewives! docsn't clarify the #zsues in the same;*
way. 1t doesn't point out that women work, that housework ghould be :
paid for wherever it is done _Wans foxr heusevork is a femlnlst demand
whlch*offers more chance of unlfylng the struggles of all women-and of
being a general class focus, because it is about ‘the work we do,

Flowing out of this is the ptrsppctlve i% glves to hOW’WG struggle.A
Tak e the Aboxtlon Campaign,. We know that ocur rléht to chooge tust
mean the right to have children as well as the right not o have}
children, Otherwise we again give more power to the shate who at

all times regulata our bodies. Sometimes they want to
give us abortions, §t"v11 satlon, contraception; sometimes thoy want.
us to have more childron, At the moment more and more_women/%ﬂpgortu
Lbortions the Right to Chooae. Becouse we have more power; we now have
a womens movenment which has brought things out in ‘the . open. ete, But T
think aisc because more women are being forced again to tnlnk of hav1ng
abortions through poverty and oversiork, because of the crisis, We

cannot afford to let the abortion campaign be contrclled by nen and L/

women who will let it be us ed by the state in the interests of : "*\\

the bosses, It rust be controlled by a feminist, anti~capitalist =
perspective which demands o real right to choose- o oo ';“;:f:

Ve agree, But what does that mean? It means more money, Whai does that
mean? It means socialisation of housework on our terms, it means haV1ng
money enough of our own, it means habing it without hav1ng to take. on .
nore work The only demand. that sums all that uwp is wages for ho“quork,

Or take any struggle. EQUul Pay with no qtrlnbs - our right tc money }\
and our right tc refuse more work: and our right to much wore than Equal
pay because we-do at least two jobs, Comhunlty controlled, siate-paid
murseries, The right of hospital workers to refuse to Wabour for love,
to refuse to. carc for patients as long as that means uofk ng for paanuts
inreturn for a mountaln of work. All theb@ are struzgles for wages for
housework, And soying they are means we can Tdraw then together, and link
thert to th + OtWUS@le which is.now less clear ~ the struggle of, the
hougewife for mnoney, for her work and for ﬂbrsolf Only wages foxr
housework Teally sums it up and draws our struggles today together in

a long term perspective, and in a way which spealks for all women,

Let's. face it. What is the single, most important thing that has ensbled
us in Big Flamg to understand all the different Jrim struggles of women
in a more overall way? Whet has lod ua to see &ll our struggles” as for

moro;mohey, lcso work? Wapes for Housework and the POV,
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The n if its a demend how d o you fight for 117 Ttve just talked obout
some of the weys we fight £ or it clrsady:; some of the different wsys its
expressed, Beyond that it nesns sevoeral things that go toguther, IT
means building a womens noverent thot is gouided by this perspective, It
means (and this has alrcody started) Fishting for fanily =zllowsnces,
social security, wages for child-uinders etc cte clc as wages for
houseworlk, What we can do and whai goneral, naticnal, international
initiatives we can toke depunds on our power and the concrete situations
wo gtrugzle in, The POW hasn't got ail the answers, leither have we ox
anyone else, we have to find then,

6)And last bub not least..,THi WOMEEES MOVFM-NT,

Tt 1 repezt something, It weans building an  auntonomous womens movenment
guided by this perspective. If Big Flame agrees on wages for housework
this means it must guide our political work and above all it means
reaffirming a comaitiment, and meking more of an aotlve comm1ttment to
building an autonocnious womens movenent, -

i

I'd like to say a lot about what POW thinks of the'male left; us included.
I'® like to explain why I am in Big Flame as & weman in the womens '
novenent and why I asree thot the rest of the left is male directed,
politically and orgenisationally, But I'll write it somewhere else, Just
for now L'd like Lo say that more people on Tower Hill call Big -Flame

a womens orgenisation than anything else, And the latest wonan to join

did so because of the way we try to build our power as women, with women,
If this wasn't the cese I'd leave Big Flame,

Tirbroroprnnon ook i wwnndGu txBasically, agrecing to wages for
housework means building the power of the womens movement, and duilding
Big Flame &3 far as it buildsthatggqggmunt I think we must all agree on
this., We don't build Big Flane to build Big Flawme, We build Big Ilame
as long as ite useful to ourselves and other paonle in struzgle, We build
it to build working class power, As a women L am in it because it's been
more use Lo me than being in no orgonisaticn,; any other left organisation
or being in the Yomens Liberation dHovement alone, ilore useful in
strugﬂle and building womens powoer vhere 1 am, XExymslaXxie
a5 KRR CEy TR Vxdoncdy The strugsgle with men goes on in
Big Flame as it goes on in life as a whele, You can't cver separate
yourself from that, Vherever you arc there's men ond o fight for womens
pover against the capitalist organisation of our lives. The answer is
political and organisational aubtoncmy - which I don't think we have less
roorn to build in Big Flame than out of it, As long as we are women from
the womens movenment, building that movenent,

Related to this xmiiveooromrexeeastiosisd is that POW will not want us
using the demand for wages for hcusework because they condider Big

Flame to be part of the male lef%, They say we'll be using and co-opting
the demand to build ourselves, and therefore men, not to build the '
womens movenent, They say that if women accept thﬂ demand they must
accept the necd to be out of organisations with mop.and in.the |
autonomous womens movenent, We might disagree but wa can't dismniss the
point. We have to be clear what aObeptwng the demand means; how we
orgenise; and wRolTCCINEIECGEEXMIEANCIRKREEEE vhat we are deing in
Dig Flame ASXRANTYEEEHEHEITETRIXE wxwnwy and in the womens movement;

as well as hmorcuz what we de if POV soys they cannot have a working
relationship with us if we are in Dig Flame, I'n saying all this because
we can't ignore the group that's wode the demand, ‘

"

_4

Things to read; Power of Wemen Journol,,.VWeges Against Houseworic by
giivia Federici,.,.a book which is around on Tower Hill called sonething
and The Wages Due, & collecticn of articles,...Draft of coniference paper
1973, ..¥Wagus for Housework and the Strugole of lurs.s... and there are
cther things oround,



