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(a) Chanzs iﬁ'polit’ealﬂcwndltlonsnand‘balanpe?qf,qlassFforcas, Jhe goneral ™

P

baékgféugqjtqﬁthgféﬁf#eﬁf éi%gafiénfénd thé ‘reformism of the Labour Party is ¢

well covered in the artical on S,T.- in'the journal." !The material-basis which:
has conditioned the ourrent involvement of revolutionaries in.elections ds .

the ‘break up of_théﬁeédndmié;ai@biliyy ﬁHat‘was"suéceésfﬁ11y~establishédgafter'=:

the war!.  The !'you!ve never had it so good days if the 508t have gone (can -

anyone. remember them?) and eoonomically capitalism is stuck dn:the stagnation
of the seventios, In the period after world war IT capitalism on a world "

scalﬁ_lwqpkediﬁvéapiﬁaléaoﬁumi}gtion ﬁ:oceédpdjﬁi%hiﬁﬁﬁrocedenteafvigcur and 00
any- !'social problems! or working class resistance worc irondd out with a. e
presprition of, Keynsian economic and social policics. The situation now-has .. =
chenged s capitalism now has stagnated, despite what Dennis the menave may -
claim,. andl the. Keynsian policies of shate mediation of the economy t& cover up
capitalist. exploitation on the one hand and stablise the system on ‘the.other,
which have boen the basis of Lebour Party economic thinking and planning either
no longer work, or.go against the dictates of the IMF. ‘Internationally ‘the’
jndependance movements in tha 3rd world have made the probjems of British - ...
capital even more accute by damaging the very bamis of the British . ecomomy,.

He have moved.into a post imperialist phase., The events of tho post war yoars,

then,. have produced a prolenged cconomic orisis that has.affocted all aveas i . .°

of our liﬁés §ndjthe”bddylpdlitio'itsélfw{‘Afcrisislthaiihas"ihrbwn up the 4
Wational Front and other. iltre reactionary forces,.. .Despito its rhetorical I -
programme the Labowi RParty. has'prowed inc#épable.df. soming up with: éng.. REEEE
sooialist solutigns.and instéad has.attacked working'dlids'living: stdndards, -

shut hospitals and.out.servicess . Thnanghgitsgpdlitics;'ﬁhiéh:ar¢ﬁafién;td;;;;-ﬁl
the right.of reformism; it has stifled the development sf aisscislist o
movement bynot, only.forcing down living standards, but also attacking working ©
class orgonisations, marginalising dnd atomising struggles and tying us all.
up in-knote of .'legality' to the extent that we're confused -and the massof the
peoplo .aTc alienated from the bourgeois political process and treat politieca.. "
like & horse race wherc you always back the loser.  whots the point of having -
a bet if you always lose money? (mind you ocurrent gquotes on U,S. are a million.

v aih s
...............

(o) e Labaur- Party S : o : R
Daring. this period the Labour Party has been in power. three-tifes and eadh tine
if.has disillusioned its ‘supportors. :Callaghan's mob are probably. the most.'
i$gh$§yi@g~Labcur-govefmmentiof’theuIOtnand sinca 1974 .Labour has .conslstantly ..
éxploited 1t Supporters ond no-longor demerves tho.support of working peoplés. .
ihd mooialists.  Many Labour Party activities are didillusioned, membership-ids -
falling and the corruption allegations will have their effect. CSometimes  I.-fael
amazed. at the'good.pun'nwthe Labour Parity hess had publicity-wisae, particularly. . ..
amongst left-wingers who continually do the leg work and canvassing etc. .Ji.has
aever boen a radical .socialist pariy, ets'continuously..sold-out. its. supporiers
and..cven when it has hod.-mass support; this has nsually.-been a’sourcelof enxiety
rather thon. canfidences for the.leadership,..- Yet. it.etill. plods on.mainly bodause
of. its traditions and history.and:ibecause in.some.senses’.-ii.dls the miss.party.
of the working c¢less, It -has a lesser evil., On the left.it has also benifited
the collapse of the & P, os en independont force.in the.fiftiés when-meny CPers
left and eventually Jjoined the Iabour Party.- It is.they and the- current. CPors
win hove been amongst the mest forceful of the party-of-the-working~class. - .-
arpiment, Howover, vhat is ¢léér nod isithat the.Laboud Rarty.is incapable of
providing any sort of socialism, othet thon-the sort well-to-do cabinet ministérs
seream or bellow about at conferences aund the:&ooner a wedge (not Ponn ) -ig-.-
driven between the party and its millitant working class suppertors the betten.-.
Tt ig in faet this aim of providing.an alternative thet T see g the.main aim..-.
of Sooialist Imity. The lash sentance in’ Miliband's book Parliamentry Scaianlisms
the absenco of a viable socianlist alternative (to-the. Labour Party)-requires us.




(o)

(a)

to bogln\preparing\thn groung—for $ho comlng o belng of such an altornaﬁlve
and one of indespomsablo elements of -that peocess in the dissipation of paro-
Iysing illusioms about the true purrnae and role of the Labour Party! (If ang-
body wants to understand the Labour Partyfand its History this i# the Book to e
road). If yow Hnwn't got the time and want the 'revised ‘arguments athor %ﬁun B
tho deotails, rond the postscript. .

Pighting Fogcism | '
The crisis Ims bthrown us all into céconomic ond political. uncerﬁalnty. Tho L
Natiomal Front ond other fascist orgonisatioms have gﬂlned support by—explomtlmg'
this uncortainty, making scapegoats of black. mlnorlﬁy*groupst They'promase S
ordorand security, - jinmgo inéependance form tho E.E.Ce and kave duped many into .
%elelvingfﬂhaﬁ they can turnm the clock Back to imperial daye when the sun never o
sot otog that Eﬁitlshacaplﬁal carr rogain an empires and thot" all Blacks will he’ _
deported, Their progremme is increasingly and many of #he instructive polmﬁlcal .
prld3udloe thot they prey om are potentinlly atrong forces in society, ThHey
Havo +% .i:. 11 ptliempt to caplﬁallse orr at these cleetions, whore because of ﬁho
reglnonted polltlcal atmosphere the. left canr fight them, limit their wote as we
hove done already, ond forer the issue of faseism into tho contre of d130u8510m.
Beforc tho S.U. compaigns so far, in Sﬁnohford and Lodywood, Have fought an
onti-fascist platform and. somo, of. the maln supporters havo boon 1mmogrants. -*1 -
But while it is cssential to attack and llmlt the idecas : and act1v1tles of tho
Tascists now, S.U% campalgns should not be resﬁrlctcd to this task and the tost
of minimol sugcess in: thoso compaigns will bo when SoU. will bo scon as am
altoernative forco arguing for soclallsm and 8001a113t pOllGlOu, a8 well ﬂs a o
front to smush;fasclsmb . . e

Bullding Left Uhlty« Ly el e AR T e : T TR
The last aim of S.Us is to bulld unlﬁy among ﬁhe revoluﬁlonary-lcft. Tn*ﬂhe
long run 2ll the revolutionary groups should work together in building tle
socialiest alfernotive. S.U. will become a rallying point, end a focus %o all:
millitants to the left of Labour, and hopefully many within the Labour Party.
Although there are only #wo groups involved so far we should hope that if not tho
party itsclf, at least largoe soctions of B P rank and filors will ‘eventuclly
work with S,U. Tho othér 'main group' outside S.U. are the eoxs ond 1ndapondants
end ol) tho non-porty political groupings ineluding the Homens Liberation
Movement, Black groups, community gwoups, singlo campaign issues ctc, So far
tHe responsc of those scctors has Been encouraging. Their suppmrt and part- B
icipation is as important as the formal committment of political organisations
and Hag been stressed elscwhore, we will Have to argue for our politics to

provo that S.Us is more than am I.M.G. front, so thet as mony of the anti-
capitalist movomont can work within S.U. and make it a pwerful movement 1tsolf.

Geﬁngéégomments on S.U. and & fow Probloms

The moterial base of a succossful alternntive to the Labour Party-and the
of fectiveonces of S.U. must ‘mean that both dhe balaonce of forces . in socioty as a

- whole amd inside the rowolutionary Teft are goimg to be sigmificantlydifforent

from Yho Tast 30 yvars. If the political ond economic conditiors in Britain .
are i, 5,0, will Be YBased on wlunbarism alome, What I*soo.as the three
dlstincﬁ charlcterlstics hove becn outllned above,
: X Theteng of nyssvaritys the stagnation Qf‘ Cact tq""“;;r
and #hg 11m1ts of Keynsimn policiocs

2. The rightward drift and pro-capltallst policies of

‘ Labour h

3. The growxng move tOWards nor sectwrlanism an tho lef%

.........

' 1eft w1mg~movement.f

Desplte these throe conditions we will be swimming against the tide., Tho two
porty systom in this country Has proved to be extreomoly stable sinco tho origins
of parliamoentry nolitics ond bourgeois domocrancy. in’ this countrys. Thore are

admittedly eracks im this stability ( growthd of the S,N.P. votc and tho succoss
of -the fascist partios bul tho hold of rdformism iy 211 its guises from a
belief in peecemeal socizl changes and 'improvement' to disonchantment with

the possibilities of political changd is particularly strong in this country
whon a2 radical political oritique of capitalist society has beon restricled  to
small groups of intclloctuals and studonts). This reformism in the working
class is mirrored by reformism of stability in the political institutions of a



caPpitalist society. Here gromisci¥s separation of civil and political scéeiety .
ig.1lluminating in understending the jumble of attitudos, chniradictory and..~..
complimentry that we alljh@%dﬂatnanyioneutimo'anduprovides.amméh;héﬁiééilééd '
than.sinplo-diroctivesd to. tbreak the.hold. of [péfornist.dititndes s the w rking- .. -
elasst.which, assunes that political desisedshs particularly casthggvotes are .
rationsl descisions red. od as a result of riticnol politicsl analgsis and. dn. some
woye linked the ideos of tho party congerned.. It 2lso assumos that if the fright!
argument is put the voter will essily see.the folly of wor/his woys, in other =
words.a particularly superficial inderdrotation of tho role of ideas in general

and . roformism in particular, which P.T. has pointed out is much more than o vote |
fop Labour and covers and covers a whole set of atbtitudes sbout polities, life-
stylc, leisure time, consumption, the family otc. otc. When reporting on .the ..
first: S.U. mecting in Brum J.T. in outlining..somo of .the disggreements with the ...
I.M.G. I thought, dwew veeroptomisticfconclusions_about_SQU._and_its_posgibilities¢

For examplc when disscusing reformism, the ncod.for an alternative and the right-
ward trond in the class.he argued. that it was.morc.or.leéss becouse.there was no..
altornative.to. the baurgceis pevtics.that Inerassing numbers voted for.the -WeF.. .-
or tho .torics, I.woulf agree thai-the. iwe ?&rty.systamxhasnhadga:stabilising“and e
in some ways mesmerising.and mystifying,ifgecx,.in terms.of an.cither-or elegioral
cligue, but in.-gome woys.the implicatiens .of. the.argument.was that 21l ‘we . had. to . .
do was stond . S.U. candidatés ond. the support.would.be there straightaway. - Apart
from some . stabilising festures.ef the .current.political, line. up gutlined. above,. .-
and tho fow candidates to-tho. left of.-the,labeur have stcod at. elections they - .-
have generally.beenaunsuoeassful,-jThafc,P,;hadﬂtWQ;MPsnin the. poat. war elections,
both in.excoptional constituoncics and.afier that. its. support.nose.dived. --So.- the
procedents of an alternative are not encouragingfé.To{undgrstand.ihounaturo'of
reformism,. the Lobeur. Party etc. and all.the other things we ore fighting we must

be aware of historical precedents and tho-.conditions in.whic.we are working.- --

{Tho samo -ingedentally goes foy. '3he project!.and stratasies -for regroupment on.

the loft). Ansthor piece of JuT.'s optimism which I cant.shares that-the’'next..
eloction will.Be tho.reésult. like.the Feb.74.election-of. the ¢lass struggle. .. .
With things on as.low an obb. as they.aré. at.thé mement. this seems unlikely. ..What .
ie much.more likely is that the &dwb. .will call an eléciion st tho.mment when' '
they .foel moat‘seaure:;whqn.the;inﬁlation;figuré;is;ddﬁn; when the working class

is weak,;an@;when_thalﬁUC;Zamd;Gndon;leadarship;afa:ddinghagawuﬁd;polioing;jo‘.1-
Lastly J.T.'s.voint-about the.Labour Parti ard.the.unionsgs:the Trade Unions and

the Labour Partly is not.based on political dosicisions of any group of workers at
sny time or particular time as to when they are most likely to got supporis Ir
they dont look to the Labour Party now as they used to, +his means that the con~
nexion betweon the party and the Unions is woaker, Tho link.and relationship
between these two monsters of capitalist society is unfortunately much more. . .-
embodded than this, The link is o historical 2nd traditional one in whiich the

TUs sove funds and support to the Labour Perty.sc that it would be the indepen-—

dant parliamentry viice of the working class, which in the early yoears of .this
contumy it was., It meant that the political party of the wrking class could

striko out from the Libernls (how things change!!l) and pusk for independant:

Labour policies. It soon changed, but the fundamenial. relationship between the TUs 1w
snd the Tobour Perty still holdss:. the TUs finance the.Labour- Party, have powerful.. ...
block. votes at conference, sponsor Ps. etc.. -The. link is. very strong-even.if the
origzinal pufpose has become distorted,---It has also had its effact .on.minimelising =
the .infulence.of..the revolutionary lefi... Socialist Unity is.in!its infanecy, it ..
has just becun and the project itself is a.very.lons.one. 8.U. 100, . has not been
borne of. strugsle. .As a pelitical initiative dt.ds Lilling a. vadgume croeated. by tho -
pro .cavitalist pelicies. of. Labour and.the. sectarian party. buildins of the-SWP.

Ve are begining ot-a.low.point-in thée strugale’dad uéd As.adlresull.ofithé-poues

of .o monument.that has boon.ooitod for that.ssdtde, At the moment it roflects

the need of the.revaluiisnarg luft to coma in from the cold, nut of the ghetto,

........ L . P

fpom. under. a._sfono. o THOPLVOIWE 'y Boan hidingsd < 1l Dl lnll v i s e
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What of Our Relationship . Hith-the IMEL L 0 lonila AN 5 SO AD LU L

practise etc. etc. We will have to arrue for.our wclitics ¢ ntinucusly not. just
to .open the campaign, or set the. right deeision, bui to develsp 2rd.contribute-
our.nolitical ideas and practise to other strands con the left.-- The' ING is= a.
high-carde organisation (thots somovhere.at.the other.end.of the line {rom..Mmass
pracfiset) ite attitudes zre deeply rooted in prozrommatic politics. Orgon -
isationally and in terms of ideas, they are, sometimes, not so much sectarian,

- | A R N



but 'Blinkered! . At times in ING mootings I've folt like screaming 'met into

the s¥roots and learn from the cxperiences of ordinary peoplel There "Wonguardism
stuff and formal attitudes towards tho class and politics in gomoraly: there =
religousncss (Loon the fathor Brnost the son toe. ) and lack of support from o
working class are their wookméss and debilitating Teaturcs, "Tts not, howovoer the
same throughout tho organisation and they do have some fine, floxablo militants
whom we have worked with and will be able to work with, Fever the loss I roally -
focl we have plenty. to tcach thom (hows that for loft elitism). T also fool that
Soc Challenge is doterioreting. Thero's oo much Bickoribg about how dumb CPe is
OK, Fomdcel goes in for it, but a jokes o joko and in the 'long rune know-oll
ottude of smartnoss ond shormess vwill not build unity, Also tho Tobituary! of _
Scanlon which more or less road ' if Hughic had a disiplined, amd organised under. .
standing of ‘conbompory copitalism and the oBgect ncels of the working olass =~
(frec after hours study at your local FI centro) he would'nt have bétrayed the "
working class and becn confuscd by silly utopiam argumonts about a socinlist =~
society the block collums of print scem %o be gotting longer and longor too.
Socialist Unity as en Orpamisation =~ oo P o
The idea has beon floated that we might ondup with ar organisation omerging from:
a succossful S.Us campeign if joint notivity involving indopondant ‘and local o
militants continuos after an cloction. TItm asainst this for two main reasoms: ™

- T S.U. succoss will Be in part tho result of its non-party initiative
. and action. Mony ore ond will Bo invelved bocausc it is a movement,

- . ond not om organimation, Tte political hotorodoxy will bo ite 0 ©

- strongtl, Cless before party, T B _

2 It would igmore and covor up some of the differonces, say, betweon |

" BJF, and the I.M.Gs alluded to above,

Our task gonerally withimS,Us. is to push for our politics in discussion amd o
actior ‘and to mzintain dUr_perspectiwe_ochlqss bafore party. Participation in =
olectioms will opportunism and forgamdissational policies! = neither should roplaco .

our goneral political views or activity.

L DaMe (S.DuBJF)




