RESOLUTICON ON THE NATURE OF RUSSIA,CHINA AND POSTREVOIUTIOWARY SCCISTLES
Rymsim Pre-amble ‘

This resolution comes from the work dome by us on the Towbskyism pemphlet.

" 'We have sperit a lorig £ime doing detailed research on this question and we want
o meke it-accessible to-the rést of the d¥génissticn,which clearly is hampsred
in its internstiomal end domestic Work by thé lack of a characterisation of
such countries. Inevitably it is a domplicsted motion because the issues are
right et the centre of marxist theory. To help comrades we have included a few
notes at the end of the motion. We think however,that the motion articluates
the general trend in how we've approached discussing such countifes in @#a the
" pasty,ond in the International Commission report.

Mot ion

That Ruscia and similar countizies in Eastern Burope are neithsr sccizlist
- or stabe cepitalist. In “these countries the private ownswrship of the means of
rroduction has besh abolished,but this (combined with the dictetorship of the
Troletariat) in any posterevoluticnary society is: only e pre-condiiicn,the
starting point for scoislism,not’&ecislism Jtselfs A transition t6 soeialism in
its full sense must involve the total transformation of the social nélations

. of prodgelicn:and the rést. of gociety.

. This includegymovemsnth towardss= =~

-1) Workers' and pooples! #mm wenagement of economy and society and freedom of

C7 i association and criticisme :

ii) Elimination of differerces between manual and mental labour,sndidivisions of
dabour: betweenstown and country, and men and.women. I

“$i1) The egalitardan distribition of rewards and knowledge. B

iv) Flimination of competition and production for exchenge velue in the economy
and its repleacment by democrat ic planning and production for uses

v) Elimination of the power of the old classes and struggle sgainst the
growth of new elites in the party zx and state structures.

vi) Bevolutionisning the meas <2  werk,what is produced and how-

If these tendencies are successful comunism will then be:—

i)The abolition of wage labour.

ii)The abolition of classes.

iii) The sbolition of the state.

iv)Pull socialist development of the productive forees in the context of world
Communi.sm. their

v)Fron cach eccording to kkxz ability,to eath according to their needz.

On the basis of the zbove crieria,Russia etc. are not soclalist or even in a
transition 4o socialism becavse tie sccial rdlations of prodisidticn have not been
transforncd and are still constructed on class liness Byt it &s not capitalist

or shate capitalist because state ownsership and control of thr msans of reduction
eliminstes generalised commodity production,a compeitive market economy and
exchange vaiuve {see note). Therefore Russia etc. are class socleties baszed on a
new mode of production,where tle working class and peasants are explolled ard
dominsted by a mew ruling class (based on top party,state and menagerial strsta)
who ewert power through their monoploy contrel of the means of production mud

e theoough the state apparstus. The goal of this class is the misntenance of thelr
monoply of power and distribution of rewards and the re-production of thelir
position and priviliges.

The above criteria are meant as 2 methodology to judge transitional socleties.
On this tenis we regard China as building socialisme. This because they have put
the trancformation of the relatiOns of production and society atie centre of
the strugzle andhave fought ageinst tre emergence of rew classes and elites.
However we recognise that any society,in a soclalist transition can also
de~generaie into a new class system. In Chima this may happen gither because of
the exiztense of revisiondst tendencies in the party/state apparetus or because
they have failed to fully institutionalise and meke permernent mass democracye
We also rocognige that the Chinese foreigh policy based as it is, on a wrong
notion of the world being divided inmto equally dangerous imperialisms (Russian and
American) produces an incorrect foreigh policy,which on occalsons hos pleyed o
directly counter-revoluticnary role (Ceylon{, PakilstangAngola,Chile e‘%:c_‘_.jo -



(2)

“Other socletles that have recently overthrown Imper:.a.l:n.sm we also regaerd as
‘soeletzes in a progressive transition to socialism or as building socislism =~

(egs Vietnam,Angola,Mozambique etc). But the aim oftthe resolution is not to
provide a shopping list,but a methodology for politicak analysis.- '

 Paul T.%Liv;erpool)
Guy O. (Manchester)
Richard l. (L'pool)

Notes

-We hope to have a much 1onger sect:l.on of the fufc'ure pamphlet out bef‘ore the

conference so comredes -can go deeper into the analysis.
Definitions of capitalism: Marx defined cap::.tal:l.sm a5 & mode of productlon

.- based on generalised comodity production. Thet is all products (goods and
services) and all elements of the labour process (including labour power) are

comodities froduced for the purpose of exchange on the market (and hence profit)
rather than for tke usge of the producers or the mass of people as consumerss

On this basis Russia could not possibly be capitalist,as the state monopoly
transforms economic and sccial relations,including not merely the destruction

of private capital but exchange value and the market as the regulator of -

econcmic activity. The elements of a merket and competition that exist in Russia
are still stimulated and controlled by the state monophly of the new ruling classe



