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Understanding social media requires us to engage with the individual and col-

lective meanings that diverse stakeholders and participants give to platforms. 

It also requires us to analyse how social media companies try to make profits, 

how and which labour creates this profit, who creates social media ideologies, 

and the conditions under which such ideologies emerge. In short, understand-

ing social media means coming to grips with the relationship of culture and the 

economy. In this engrossing book, Fuchs delves deeply into the subject, offer-

ing readers theoretical concepts, contemporary examples, and opportunities 

for political interventions. 

 For more information, visit http://www.routledge.com/9781138839311/ 

 

How is labour changing in the age of computers, the Internet, and "social media" 

such as Facebook, Google, YouTube and Twitter? In Digital Labour and Karl Marx, 

Christian Fuchs attempts to answer that question, crafting a systematic critical 

theorisation of labour as performed in the capitalist ICT industry. Relying on a 

range of global case studies--from unpaid social media prosumers or Chinese 

hardware assemblers at Foxconn to miners in the Democratic Republic of Congo--

Fuchs sheds light on the labour costs of digital media, examining the way ICT cor-

porations exploit human labour and the impact of this exploitation on the lives, 

bodies, and minds of workers. 

For more information, visit http://www.routledge.com/9780415716161/ 




