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crazy
arms race
in turhey

As repratedly reminded in different publications
of Info-Tilirk, the declared objective of the military
junta who made the coup d'Etat of September 12,
1980, was not only *‘establishing law and order™, but
also strengthening the military power of Turkey. This
was also the objective of the United States who had
earlier lost, due to the islamic revolution in Iran, a
ver)]a_ important strategic position in the Middle East.
A Turkey to be politically stabilized and militarily
strengthened was the only chance for the United Sta-
tes to maintain its control over the region.

After a 3-year military dictatorship, the first ob-
jective has already been attained at the expense of all
fundamental human rights and freedoms. Imposing an
anti-democratic constitution, the military has institu-
tionalized the State Terror and turned its open dicta-
torship, from November 6, 1983 elections, into a mi-
litarist *democracy”.

As for the aim of strengthening the military pow-
er of the country, within a 4-year period, the army
chiefs have already reached ‘‘satisfactory and pleas-
ing" levels by using all financia) and material possibili-
ties of the State and by exploiting a man-power de-
prived of the right to defend itself by the means of
collective bargaining and strike.

Strengthening the military power of the country,
In fact, was not only the affair of the army chiefs. Be-
hind them were also the NATO, particularly its two
major partners, the United States and the Federal Re-
public of Germany, and the big business looking for
fabulous profits in the creation of a military-industrial
complex in this under-developed country.

Prior to the military coup d’Etat, a study drawn
up for the Committee on Foreign Affairs of the US
House of Representatives, issued on March 3, 1980,
said: '“In summary, Turkey and the United States still
have important issues to resolve between themselves
in the important area of defense cooperation. Turkey's
value asa NATO ally and partner of the United States
in helping stability and security in the eastern Medite-
ranean and Middle East has been accentuated by the
recent upheaval in lran and the Soviet invasion of Af-
ghanistan. Succesful resolution of these matterswould
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permit Turkey to assume once again an effective role
in protecting the vital security interests of NATO and
the free world.”

The same survey foresaw a military coup in Tur-
key as the most probable means of protecting “the vi-
tal security interests” of NATO and the free world:
“Against the backdrop of chronic political instability
in Turkey, the military has been traditionaily viewed
as a force for order and stability. Twice in recent his-
tory, the military has intervened in the political sys-
tem, The January 2 (1980) wamning from the armed
forces to the country's political parties again raised
the prospect of a military coup. According to some
observers, the prospects for such a development have
increased because of the troublesin neighbouring Iran,
The objectives of a military coup at this time would
be to avert chaos similar to that of Iran, to stem Tur-
kish separatism, and to respond to the impotence of
the political parties.” (See: Info-Tirk, US Interests in
Turkey, March 1982, Brusseis).

(For futher information on the US role in the
preparation of the military coup d'Etat, See: Bulletin
Info-Tiirk, September 1984, p. 4-6).

One of the immediate consequences of the mili-
tary coup was the ratification, by the 5-man junta, of
the Defense Cooperation Agreement between Turkey
and the United States. This agreement which had
been confronted with the opposition of the majority
of the pre-coup Parliament laid down the basic prin-
ciples of bilateral defense relations and assured con-
tinuing operation of the key US bases in Turkey.

Benefitting from the ‘‘stability” restored in Tur-
key, General Rogers, Commander of NATO Forces in
Europe, visited two times Turkey and had talks with
General Evren. The immediate result of these contacts
was Greece's surprise return to the military wing of
the NATO.

As for the war industry, the daily Cumhuriyet of
September 17, 1980 reported that “‘after the military
take-over, the efforts for creating a military-industrial
complex with the participation of public and private
sectors have been intensified. This complex aims to
produce military equipments and also to export high
quality steel, integrated circuits and castings.”

What was the status of Turkey’s military forces
before the coup d’état? Whether or not these forces
were capable to defend the country? If not, what
were the rcasons? And one more critical question: In
the case of the rearmament of the Turkish Armed
Forces who would be the real beneficiary: Turkey or
the United States and NATO?

We can find the answer to this question again in
the US survey mentioned above: “The Turkish Aym-
ed Forces are equipped almost totally with US equip-
ment, they were and still are heavily dependent upon
access to US spare parts and supplies. Much of the
Turkish military hardware is of World War 1I and Ko-
rean War vintage. Increasingly, older items in the Tur-
kish inventory are becoming difficult to support be-
cause US spare parts for these items are, or will be,
unavailable. US officlais have estimated that nearly
50 percent of Turkey’s military equipment is badly in
need of repair and is difficuit to operate, making Tur-
kish combat effectiveness fairly low. Cannibalization
of some major weapons systems to keep others opera-
tional has become widespread, especially in the Tur-
kish Air Force. Maintenance difficulties have become
severe and training of crews has suffered, leading to
additional losses of eguipment through accidents.
Currently, the Turkish Armed Forces have been wea-
kened to the point that they would find it difficult to
fulfill their NATO responsibilities,

“A remedy for Turkey’s military problems noted
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above have been outlined by former SACEUR, Genc-
ral Haig, by Secretary of Defense, Harold Brown and
by the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff General
David C, Jones. Turkey, they have argued, needs spare
parts sufficient to maintain and improve the readiness
of military equipment currently in its inventory and
requires a modernization program to enable the Tur-
kish Armed Forces to fulfill their NATO missions.
The modermization program would include improve-
ments to existing communications equipment, anti-
aircraft ordnance, antiarmor weaponry, field artillery,
munitions ans mechanization, It would include some
replacements of obsolete aircraft and qualitative im-
provements to the rest of the Turkish Air Force and
Navy. The program would also involve expanded train-
ing in the use of the more modern types of wespons
systems that have been introduced into Turkey, such
as the UH-1H helicopter; RF-4E and F-4E aircrafts
with their associated weapons, navigation, and EW
equipment; Astoc and Harpoon missiles.

“The costs to the United States of providing mili-
tary agsistance to Turkey in order to upgrade her mi-
Jitary forces have not been detailed by American offi-
cials. Gen. David C. Jones has noted that a figure of
4.5 billion doliars over a 5-year period has been discus-
sed as a possible amount invoived. Such an amount
would not provide Turkey with ‘large amounts of new
equipment, the current generation,” but would mainly
improve the equipment Turkey has at present. Although
General Jones did not wish to speculate on what spe-
cific Defense Department requests might be made of
Turkey In future years, he acknowledged that ‘obvi-
ously, Turkey Is going to require some continuing as-
sistance.” It seems apparent that if history is guide the
United States will be requested to provide the largest
share of that assistance.” (IS Interests in Turkey, p.13)

Just after the military coup d’état, on October
17, 1980, a communiqué issued after the high levei
Turco-USA talks in Ankaraz said: “The talks which
were held in a friendly atmosphere gave a clear indi-
cation of the concrete prospects for the advancement
of Turkish defense industry through mutual efforts
and that the progress to be made in this area would
contribute to enhancing cooperation on bilateral as
well as multilateral levels, particularly within the
framework of the NATO alliance.” (See: Info-Tirk
Bulletin, October 1980).

TURCO-AMERICAN COOPORATION

The first step in the direction of developing Turco-
American military cooperation was the establishment
in December 1981 of a *Joint Defense Council’® charg-
ed with defining the common military needs and find-
ing solutions and also with deciding the US contribu-
tion to the Turkish war industry. On that occasion,
US Defense Minister Caspar Weinberger, during his vi-
sit to Turkey on December 6, 1981, said: *“The Turkish
military government has fulfilled our highest expecta-
tions since assuming power. We particularly admire
the way in which law and order have been restored in
Turkey.” That is to say, an admirartion for mass ar-
rests, tortures, life imprisonments, executions, press
censorship, suppression of the right to collective bar-
gaining and strikes etc...

Within the spirit of “‘cooperation”, the military
junta has permitted the flights of U-2 spy planes and
of AWACS from air bases in Turkey.

On October 7, 1982, it is the first time that the
US Rapid Deployment Force took part in the NATO
manoeuvres code-named *‘Determination-82" carried
out in Turkey and landed troops from the air in the
area of Kesan of the Turkish Thrace.
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On October 31, 1982, Turkey and thc United
States have reached an agreement to improve and mo-
dernize the facilities of an undisclosed number of Turk-
ish air bases for use by US Forces “in time of major
crisis or war. “Turkish Defense Minister also disclosed
that cooperation in the military field was being con-
templated with Saudi Arabia, Jordan and Tunisia. A
few days later, on November 4, 1982, Egyptian Fo-
reign Minister Kernal Hasan Ali, during his visit to An-
kara, announced that Egypt was ready for a strategic
cooperation with Turkey,

On November 15, 1982, US Ambassador Robert
Strausz-Hupe told the Turkish Press that there were
plans for stockpiling military equipment at Turkish
airfields which were to be modernized under the new
Turco-American agreement.

What is the most important, two big chiefs of the
NATO Alliance, US President Reagan and Federal Ger-
man Premier Helmut Kohl announced in a joint com-
muniqué issued on November 17, 1982, in Washington
that both countries would support the Turkish Go-
vernment's efforts ‘'to return to democracy”.

The New Statesman of May 14, 1982 reported
that the US Rapid Deployment Joint Task Force was
to have new base facilities and headquarters in Eas-
tern Turkey, A few weeks later, on June 10, 1982,
the summit of NATO held in Bonn, declared a “‘com-
mon interest in the security, stability and sovereign
independence of the countries outside the NATO area
and readinegs of the members of the alliance to con-
tribute either directly or indirectly to ensuring them.”
So, having taken the US Rapid Deployment Force un-
der its aegis, the NATO summit has authorized Tur-
key to open her territories to this force.

The issue of Turkish Support to the Rapid Deploy-
ment Force gained a new dimension with signing a new
agreement between Turkey and the United States on
November 29, 1982 in Brussels, This agreement stipul-
ated building new airfields in Turkey, modernization
of the existing ones and gave the US the right of mili-
tary storage on Turkish soil. In the meantime, it was
announced in Washingion that the US set up a new
military command in the Middle East for defending
US interests in the Gulf Area and Indian Ocean.

in return for all these facilities, the United States
firstly increased US “‘aid” to Turkey up to 5§47 million
dollars in 1981, 703 million dollars in 1982.

Has it been sufficient for covering the military
expenditures in Turkey?

On April 17, 1984, the Turkish daily Hirriyet re-
ported that, for making them suitable to the NATO
standards, the military airfields in Gaziantep and Da-
laman were being enlarged while a new military air-
field was being built in Erzurum. After having com-
pleted these works, the most sophisticated aircrafts of
the NATO Alliance would be able to land in and take
off from these airfields. All these works are estimated
at 16 million dollars.

Another facility provided by the Turkish side is
that the maintenance and reparation of AWACS planes
flying over Turkey are carried out by the Turkish
workshops of maintenance at the Yesilkoy Airport in
Istanbul, These workshops are charged also with the
maintenance of other military planes in the service of
NATO such as C-5, C-141 and A-4. (Hirriyet, Octo-
ber 25, 1984)

First of all, we should remind that en underdeve-
loped country such as Turkey is obliged, due to her
engagements in the NATQO Alliance, to spend 11.68
percent of her Gross National Product, while this per-
centage was 4.54 percent for Greece, 3.57 percent for
Portugal, 1.64 percent for the Great Britain, 1.20 per-
cent for the United States and 0.79 for the FRG.
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According to a report of the US Arms Control
and Disarmament Agency, appeared in the press on
May 16, 1984, the total military spending of Turkey
for 1982 was 3.4 billion dollars.

Turkey assigned 19.8 percent of her State bud-
get to military expenditures in 1983, while this per-
centage was only 10.4 for education services and 3
percent for health services.

But neither Turkish military nor the United Sta-
tes do not consider sufficient this sacrifice for the ar-
mament of Turkey. Already in 1972 a special law had
been adopted for an additional expenditure of 5 bil-
lion dollar for implementing the Army’s reorganiza-
tion and modernization program (REMO),

A Middle-East specialist in the United States esti-
mated in his survey published by the Orbis Magazine
that the Turkish Army needed at least 18 billion dol-
lars over a 13-year period for reaching the minimum
armament standards of NATO, (Hidrriyet, December
24, 1983)

Although the United States has raised the sum of
military *aid”’ to Turkey after the military coup d’état,
it was very far from responding to the needs of mo-
dernization and rearmament of the Turkish Army. In
order to persuade the United States for a higher con-
tribution to the military expenditures of Turkey, the
Turkish ambassador to Washington Siikrit Elekdag il-
lustrated, the strategic importance at the Conference
of Turkish and American Businessmen held on Sep-
tember 15, 1984 in Istanbul, as follows:

*. Turkey is the only NATO country which shares
a 1200-mile frontier with the Soviet Union (300 miles
in the East and 900 miles at the Black Sea).

. The Turkish Straits are the only means to con-
trol the passage of the Soviet Navy from the Black
Sca to the Mediterranean Sea.

“. Turkey constitues the only barrier between
the Communist world and the Arab Peninsula. She is
in a position of preventing a Scviet penetration to the
Eastern Mediterranean,

‘~ Turkey defends 33 percent of the frontiers be-
tween NATO and Warsaw Pact.

“- The US Forces in Turkey take advantage of us
ing data gathering stations in this country.

¥. Turkey assures good relations of Arab coun-
tries with the United States and playstherole of shield
protecting the State of Israel.

‘- The Turkish Army, with its available force of
820,000 men, is the second most powerful army of
NATO behind the US Army. The force of the Turkish
Army is superior to the total of the armed forces of
Greece, Gr, Britain, Portugal, Denmark, Norway, the
Netherlands and Canada.” (Cumhuriyet, September
16, 1984)

All these efforts of persuasion are still very far
from leading to a substantial participation of the Unl-
ted States in the armament of Turkey. It is the Tur-
kish people that is forced to pay the cost of the am-
bitious projects of the military. And it is the military-
industrial complex made up of the Army generals
and big business of the United States and Turkey that
pet the lion share from the investments made thanks
to unbearable sacrifices of the Turkish poputation.

The leading one of the corporations of the milite-
ry-industrial complex is no doubt the Armed Forces
Mutual Aid Fund (OYAK) which wes founded 22
years ago with the contributions of army officers and
NCOs with the apparent purpose of providing them
with supplementary socizl benefits. But the 5 percents
cut off from the salaries of officersand NCOs totalling
up 20 million dollar 8 year gave army chiefs the possi-
bility to go beyond the social activities and the OYAK
started to invest its enormous funds in industrial and
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DISCLOSURES ABOUT THE COUNTER—GUERILLA ORGANISATION

In the previous issues of our Bulletin we have been referring repeatedly to the existenca of a cov-
ert organization within the Turkish army which over the past years used to provoke bloody incidents
with the view of clearing the ground for a military coup. It is the Counter-guerllla Organization which
was set up by the Speclal War Department, Prior to the 12 September 1980 military coup, many
democratic organizations In Turkey hed called for disbanding this illegal organization, demanding an
Investigation into all its activities such as torture, provoking bloody Incidents and supporting fascist
groups {See, among others, the February 1978 and September 1980 issues of Info-Tdrk Culletin). The
very existence of such a covert organization has for the first time been admitted by a journalist known
for hls close links with the military, in a book recently published fn Turkey. Even though several
detalis on this subject have been censored by the military, the facts disclosed in this book are suffl-
clent evidence confirming the baleful part played over the past years by this organization operating
under the Turkish army’s umbrells. Hereafter we have reprinted some excerpts of this book:

Another reason why relations (between Ecovit
and the Army commanders) were dateriorating, was
the controversy on the Counter-guerilla Organizetion
launched by the People’s Republican Party (CHP) by
the zpring of 1978. For this reason the General Staff
viewed Ecevit unfavorably, The Speclal War Depart-
mant was charged with the task of commanding b spe-
clal guerllle force in order to send R, In case of war,
behlind the hostile forces.

Did such an organization really exist? If it exist-
ed, wes It used in domestic affeirs? The controversy
focused on both thess questions and the General Staff
was very sensitive to It, Besides, [ts sensitivity to it was
generolly known, As thes¢ polemics developed the ar-
my commanders felt increasingly uncasy, They were
corwinced that Ecevit, as head of the government, hed
been long In Intervening to halt this controversy... More-
over, they got the feellng that Ecevit deliberately de-
layed his intervention with the view of weskening the
Army’s prestige.

As 8 metter of fact, this gave Ecavit cause for en-
xtaty. In 1974, after the People’s Republican Party
came Into office, one dey the General Staff asked for
money belonging to secret state funds. On the other
hand, as the Speclal War Department hed its heed-guer-
tars at JUSMATT [the US military ald misslon), it was
ordered by the Amaricans to mova out,

Tha Prime Minlster did not understand nothing at
aill He hed an investigation carried out. Officlally,
there was no such organization. In the state budget no
expenses hed bean provided for to this end. He order-
ed his cablnet to hold a brlefing on thls subject. The
brlefing took placs at the Prime Minlster's offlce In the
presence of Ecevit and Defanse Minlster Hasan Eeot
islk, Prior to the mesting, the whole offlce had been
checked with electronlc dovices In order to find out
whether 2 microphona had been smuggled in.

The Special War Department hod teen set up un-
der @ bileteral military agreement concluded In 1959
between Turkey end the Unlted States. Cancerned by
developments in Lebenon, the US hed proposed to
Turkey a special ald designed to prevent communist
inflitratlon. The Speclal \War Dcpartment, set up by
thet time, was an organization exclusively mede up of
civillans,

- ¥vhiat Is the rola of this organization?

- To flght against subversiva activities. It is also
charged with the task of organizing a resistance move-
ment eithar against posslble forejgn occupation or a-
galnst forces whlch might Infiltrate into the country.

+ How doez it fullfil this mission?

- It 1s made up of patrlots. They ara In possession
of a secret arms dump. Thay're not doing this job to
aarn their living. There iz not a single miiitary in uni-
form among them,

In Ecevit’'s view, such an organizatlon was not
consistant with the rules Inherent 1o democracy. That
day, the money that had been asked for was secured
and handed over to tha General Staff, but Ecevit kept
on watching very closely this affelr.

On May 6,1977, he talked about this matter with
President of the Republlec Fahri Korutirk: It is unac-
ceptable that such an onganization whose very exist-
ence [s known 10 no one except for a faw persons

at the Genera! Staff, can go on operating In this way.
Someone could Inflitrate Into this organizatlon, initlal-
Iy with patriotic feelings, but afterwards use this orga-
nization to other ends, This organizatlon should be
put under control.” Thereupon, Korutlirk asked Ece-
vit to note down any subject giving hlm cause for an-
xloty, Subsequantly he handed Ecevit’s notes to Demi-
rel, the then Prime Minister, The latter publiclzed thls
mattar In an amblguous way. But nothing changed,

After this talks with Korutdrk, Ecevit, alluding
to tho Speclial War Departmeant, had volced the same
remarks in a public speech dolivered In lzmir on May
7, 1977. "'If a handful of adventurers davoid of any
sonsa of responsability, were in a position to stage the
Tendogan Incidents In Ankara and the incidents ot
sim Square In Istanbul (1) and, subsequantly, to got
off, we'll come to the conclusion that in Turkey tho
state has no moro guthority. In my view, certaln orga-
nizations which secured 8 place inside the state end
which hold thair positions thanks to the state - thus
getting out of control of the democratle state -, are the
instigators of these incidonts. I'm convinced that each
of tho two wings of the Government (2} are tryling to
take advantage of these organizations Instesd of taking
requisite messures agalnst them,

*Cancrate avidence of the existence of such orga-
nizatlons and plots had already been disclosed during
the 12 March poricd (3). Tedey, as the electlon isdraw-
ing near, the evidence which 1s coming to light beco-
mes moro abundant and mora ominous,

*An [mportant task falls on the Ministers of Jus-
tice and of the Interior, and on the non-governmental
members of the Netlonel Security Council whom |
greatly trust, It Is necessary to put under control,
without deley, certaln forces and organizatlons whose
signs of existence came to light, for the first time, dur-
ing the 12 March period and which sre today out of
control of the democratic state. During the short pa-
ricd wo've teen In charge of governmant affalrs we
have proven thet such a control is possible. But nowa-
days both wings of the Government are making afforts
to take sdvantage of these organizations and forces in-
stead of putting them under control.

When ha came back Into office In 1978, Ecevit
discussed this problem with the Chief of Staff es wall;
"I'm very worrled et it; suppress this civilian organiza-
tion or turn it into a body consistent with the criteria
Inherent to a demccratic stata. No one can guess what
a youth who js relied upon now, might do In 20 vears.”

Evren replied just saylng: "Thera’s nothing to
worry about. Take it casy ™ {Mehmat Ali Slrant, 12 Ey-
1i"-Seat 04.00, Karacen Yay inlar), Istanbul 1984, p.88)

L ——

t) Onliiay Day 1877, about fourty peopie had
been kiflod during disturbances caused by gun
shots fired by unidentifisd agents-provoceteury
1Ss6: Info-Tark Bulletin, Mey 1977),

2) Tha then coslition government was made up
of four right-wing parties, the Justico Party
{AP), the Nationel Saivation Party [MSP), the
Republican Confidenco Party (CGP} and the
Nationslise Action Party [MHP),

3)  Tha pariod foilowing the March 1971 mifitary
coup.




commercial ventures. Thanks to its collaboration with
foreign companies such as Renault, International Har-
vester, Good-Year and Mobil Oil in automobile, petro-
chemical, tires and canned food industries and in tou-
rism, OYAK has turned in a very short time in a
mammouth finance-holding. According to a survey is-
sued by the Industrials’ Chamber of Istanbul (ISO),
the OYAK holds 15th rank among the 500 biggcst
companies of Turkey in 1983 with an annual turnover
of 31.8 billion TL and an annual profit of 3.8 billion
TL. The daily Cumhuriyer of October 18, 1984 re-
ported that both the turnover and profits of the 500
major firms including the OYAK reached a mind-
bogeling peak in 1983,

Besides the OYAK, the military-industrial com-
plex has also three foundations, set up through a mili-
tary and civilian cooperation with the purpose of at-
tracting donations from the public and using them at
the war industry.

TURKISH AIR FORCES

The leading among them is the Foundation for
Strengthening the Air Force (THKGV). The assets of
this foundation had already reached 2 billion TL by
the end of 1980, It owns 34 percent of the shares of
the Turkish Aeronautic Industries (TUSAS), founded
with the task of modernising the Turkish Air Force
and manufacturing war planes, The Turkish aeronautic
industry cooperates with more than 170 local firms
for the production of differont pieces.

The THKGYV itself is also contemplating the pro-
duction of photographic film and paper to be used at
reconnaissance activities of the Air Force,

The major step towards the realization of the
Turkish aeronautic industries has been the foundation
of the aircraft factory, on Novembter 30, 1984, with
the purpose of assembling and co-manufacturing Tur-
key’s first F-16 fighters.

“We will be overwhelmed in the near future
when these planes start flying through our skies,”” a
jubilant Evren told the guests at a spccial ceremony at
Murted Air Base only a few kilometers outside the ca-
pital.

The initial accord had been signed on May 2, 1984,
after US aviation company General Dynainics won
the stiff competition against F-18 aircraft of another
US aviation company, Northrop.

According to this initial accord, the Turco-Ame-
rican joint venture for the assembly and co-manufac-
ture of F-16 fighter is to be carried out by “TUSAS
Aerospace Industries Incorporated”. This new corpo-
ration was set up by the Turkish parent company,
TUSAS (Turkish Aeronautic Industries) on the one
hand, and on the other by the General Dynamics. TU-
SAS has a 49 percent share in the new company. The
Turkish Aviation Institute {THK) has a 0.1 percent
share and the Foundation for the Strengthening of
the Turkish Air Force (THKGV) 1.9 percent. The
remaining 42 percent of the share go to General Dy-
namics and 7 percent to the engine supplicr, another
US company, General Electric.

Under another agreement signed on May 12, Ge-
neral Dynamics will meet through the offset arran-
gements 1.5 billion dollars of the 4.5 billion dollars
estimated total cost of the aircraft project. Turkey is
to provide one billion dollars from its own resources
and the rest is to be mect by US military grants and
credits,

Turkey plans to buy eight F-16 aircraft to start
with and then assemble and later co-produce 152 morc
planes over a period of 10 years at the Murted plant.

On November 9, 1984 Turkev and General Dy
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namics concluded a new accord for financing the pro-
ject, Besides its direct participation of 1.5 billion dolk-
lar;, General Dynamics promised to assure an offset
deal including export of spare parts produced in Tur-
key as well ac other Turkish products of 1.27 billion
dollars,

Accorditig to the daily Cumhuriyet of 31,10.1984,
in the plants of aerospace industries, 1,500 qualified
personnel will be empleyed. These plants will however
produce only 5,000 out of 120 thousand parts of a
F-16 plane, the rest will b=z imported from the United
States and assembled in Turkey.

As for the enmncs cf the aircraft, General Elec-
tric will furnish F-110 motors which will be assembl
ed in another plant to be cet up in Eskischir.

For thz clectronic parts of the aircraft, another
Turco-Anmericeu compuny has already been founded
in Turkey. 51 poizeat of the shares of this company
named Havelsan-Avdir. belong to the Foundation
for thte Sitengtherning of the Turkish Air Force
(THIZGV), 38 percent to the US company Aydin
Corporation and the rest to another Turkish company,
TESTAS.

If there will be any unexpected obstacle, the air-
craft factcry vl sinst to asseinble first F-16 planes at
thc end of 198<, From January 1987 on, the Turkish
acrospace industry witl stait to produce certain parts
of the aircraft, And in January 1988, the first co-pro-
duced F-16 will fly over the skies of Turkey.,

As expecting the realisation of this project, the
Turkish military have decided to replace the aging
Korean Wor F-109 jot fighters of the Turkish Air
Force by more advonced aircraft.

According {o the daily Milliver of August 22,
Turkey plans to buy as soon as possible 34 Phantom
fighters from Epypt, 15 Phantoins and five F-5 from
the United Stetes, 170 I-104 fighiters from the Fede-
ral Republic of Germany. The Turkish Defence Mi-
nister, Mr. Yavuzitfirk announced that until the pro-
duction of F-16 in Turkey, the Turkish Air Force will
be equiped with »* least 100 Phantoms and 170 F-104,

On Novemier 24, Pentopon announced that the
Uniced Siutes decided to prant 12 F-5 jet fighters to
Turkey de:zpite the objcctios: of Grecce.

The FRG promiced to hand over to Turkey 75
F.104 aircraft until the end of 1284, 45 fighters in
1985 ond 50 firhte's in 1986. All these F-104 fight-
ers are being repluced fa the German Air Force by
Tornado jet fighiess, manvfnctured by a British, Ger-
man and [talivn Ccnsortivm,

Canada too has announced that it would grant
secondhand I'-107 fightcrs to Turkey. 20 out of these
firhters will Le dcliverad after being repared at a cost
of 6 million dollurs, the rest, 34 other F-104 will be
used by the Turkish Air Force as the spare parts for
the reparation of 20 fighters.

The initial zgreement for the purchase of 34
Phantom fizhters from Egypt has been suspended by
Cairo on the Greek oujection, Nevertheless, Turkish
Defence Minister Yavuztiirk claimed on September 9
that this deal would be concluded in May 1985 when
Egyptian I'rezident Hosni Mubarak visits Turkey.

Great Britain proposed to Turkey, during the vi-
sit of Yavuztiirk to London, sale of 40 Tornado jet
fighters, each costs 22 miilion coellars, But the propos-
al of British Defence Minister Micliael Haseltine was
later deadlocked by the veto of the British Chancellor
of the Exchequer Nizel Lawson. British Prime Minis-
ter Thatcher also announced on December 13 that
she does not believ: Turkey i3 a suitable market for
Tornado planes.

Another new project of the Turkish military as Air
Force is the renlacement of the acine World War 11
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vintage C-47 transport planes by modern planes, Turk-
ish officials announced that they also aim to secure a
dcal whereby Turkey will be able to co-manufacture
the transport planes and their spare parts. Thereupon,
transport aircraft manufacturers and officials from
Canada, Spain and ltaly bave invaded the Turkish ca-
pital for this half a billion dollar plane deal. The Ca-
nadians have offered their DCH-5-Buffalo or Gash-8
or Twin Atter planes, while the Spaniards were pro-
posing their CN-235 and the ltalians their GG-222.
The unit price of the 52 new transport planes to re-
place the C-47 varies between 5,5 to 1 2 million doilars.
Turkish Defence Minister Yavuztirk said on Septem-
ber 12: “We arc looking for a partner. Any of the
planes of Spain, Italy and Canada is acceptable to us.
But our condition is to sct up a joint venture.”

Turkey has concluded another accord with the
US with the view of co-manufacturing UH-1H heli-
copters in Ankara under the licence of US Textron. 10
out of 27 helicopters will be delivered immediately by
the United States, the rest will be assembled in Turkey.

The Turkish military also aim to reinforce the
Turkish Armed Forces with the installation of new
missiles. During the Spring meeting of the NATO De-
fence ministers, Turkish minister Yavuztiitk called
his colleagues to support the Turkish project of buy-
ing Harpoon missiles to be deployed in Turkey’s Ae-
gean region, Despite the fact that this demand was
considered acceptable by NATO circles, the deal has
been suspended due to the opposition of Greek side
which claims that the installation of these missiles of
90 kilometer-range in Turkish territory will upsct the
balance of forces in the region, because the french-
made EXOCET missiles in the possession of the Greek
Army have only a 50-kilomcter range.

Thereupcn, Turkish Ministers have started a new
bargaining with the Dritish Minister Haseltine for the
installation in Turkey of the Dritish anti-air missiles
RAFPIER. According to the daily MMilliyet of August
22, Turkey has ordered 36 Rappier missiles to Great
Britain.

Besides, Turkey ordered also to the United States
Super Side Winder and Sparrow missiles, The United
States announced also its intention to deliver to Tur-
key Maverick missiles which arc used from air to land.

Another Turco-american joint venture project
concerns co-production of land based anti-aircraft ra-
dars in Turkey. The US company Westinghouse offer-
ed an immediate cash inflow of 2.5 million dollars
and another 1.5 million dollars in equipment, parts
and technical know-how. Westinghouse has also offer-
ed to modernize thc radars currently in use in the
Turkish Air Force’s F-4 Phantom fighters. The Corpc-
ration is also the manufacturer of the radars for the
F-16s which Turkey will co-manufacture in the future.

LAND FORCES

The first step towards the building up of a war
industry to produce materials and cquipment for the
Land Forces has been the establishment of the Foun-
dation for the Strengthening of the Land Forces
(KKGV) which has registered a very rapid develop-
ment after the military coup d’état of 1980. The
KKGV owns investments in many enterprises and
founded ASELSAN (Military Electronics Industry) to
produce electronic pieces and wirelcss cquipinent,
and later ASPILSAN to produce batteries for military
equipment.

At present, the main objective of the Land For-
ces is to modernize 600 M-48 tanks with more power-
ful guns and better engines. Modernization of 170
M-48 tanks (tranforming in diesel) was already realiz-
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cd at the end of 1983. The US Defence Department
announced on August 4, 1984 that the Turkish Army
plans to buy “conversion kits to upgrade its more
than 30-year-old M-8 tanks at a cost of 129 million
dollars. They will be re-equipped with 105-millimeter
guns, replacing 90-millimeter weapons,

In addition to the modernization of these tanks,
Turkey concluded an agreement in 1980 with the Fe-
deral Republic of Germany for the co-production of
77 Leopard tanks in Turkey. Profitting from a 600-
million DM Special Military Assistance, this projcct
also envisages the supply of other types of weapons
including 2500 Milan missiles.

These talks turned also on the co-production of a
more advanced type of tanks, Leopard-2. But the rea-
lization of this project has been suspended by the
FRG for financial reasons. But the press reports that
the real reason of this suspension was rather the ob-
jection of lsrael which considers the production of
these tanks in Turkey as a menace for its security.
The Turkish Defence Minister Yavuztiirk said on Sep-
tember 12 that ““This argument is not serious. If the
Arabs can’t buy the tanks produced in Turkey, they
will buy them from Great Britain or from the Soviet
Union. As a matter of fact therc are claims that in
some Arab countries there are also Isracli made tanks.”
He expressed the hope that the talks with the FRG
will be resumed in a near future.

Turkey has concluded another agreemcnt with
the United States for co-producing anti-tank missiles
in Turkey. US General Defence Corporation partici-
patcs in this joint venture with 30.8 million dollars.
It is reported that the co-production of these FP-105
missiles will start at the end of 1985,

On the other hand, within the framework of
NATO Projects, a tank palet factory was opened on
November 9 in the province of Adapazari (Arifiye) in
Turkey. The FRG granted Turkey 29.5 million DM
for the financement of this project.

As for the Machinery and Chemical Industry Cor-
portaion of the Armed Forces (MKE), its Cankin
plant will start from the spring of 1985 producing
twin-barrel 20 mm anti-aircraft ficld guns with the
corporation of the Swiss Qerlikon Company.

The Kirikkale plant of the MKE too has conclud-
ed an accord with the FRG for co-producing from
1986 onwards, 105-mm cannons. The Leopard-I tanks
will be equipped with this cannons.

NAVAL FORCES

The parent company aiming the creation of naval
industry has been the Foundation for Strengthening
the Navy (DKGY). Thanks to the donations collected
from Turkish mmigrant workers abroad, this founda-
tion first constructed two speedboatsnamed “Gurbet-1"
and “Gurbet-II"’ (Exile-I and Exile-II).

According to a survey of Jane's Defence Weekly,
reported by the daily Hiirriyet of August 23, 1984, a-
mong 24 countrics which are capable to produce their
own submarines is also Turkey.

The Golcuk dockyards of the Turkish Navy have
been developed since the coup d’état for producing
Dogan (Lurssen) class missiles armed gunboats, land-
ing craft and even tankers.

In fact, one of the six submarines of the type
209 given by the FRG is being assembled at Golcuk
dockyards. It is reported that Turkey will be able to
assemnble 8§ or more submarines at the saince dockyards.

The Turkish Navy has bought from the FRG 4
“MEKO-200" escort boats. The first two will be deli-
vered in 1986, the two others will be assembled at
Turkish dockyards,
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LAND FORCES

They ara composed of 4 armies which hava thejr
headquartars in Istanbul, Malatya, Erzincan and 1zmir.

- The Flrst Army Is responsible —on the opera-
tlonal plan— for Eastern Thrace and mainly composed
of armoured unities end those of mobil operations.

- Tha Second Army Is responsible for Central and
Northern Anatolie, the Dardanelles and furnishes the
Turkish forces in Cyprus with suppiles.

The Third Army controls the Eastern Anatolla
and Is Integrated, Hko the First and Second Armles, in
the operational command of NATO.

- The Fourth Army Is responsible for the Aegean
reglon. It was created In 1976 and is not incorporated
Into the operational command of NATD.

The four armles comprise of 10 corps. 2 mechan-
ized infantry divisions, 6 armoured brigodes, 4 mecha-
nized brigades., 14 Infantry divisions and 11 [nfantry
brigades, 1 brigade of paretroopers and 1 brigade of
commandos, There are also 4 betalllons equipped with
54 ""Honest John'' sol-sol missiles and 48 indepandent
unitles {8 of Reconnalssance, 32 of artitlery and 8 an-
tl-air artlliery).

The strangth of the Lend Forces risas to 470,000
{of which 80,000 ara permanant). In the case of military
mobillsation, 700,000 reservists can be called to arms.

The armament of the Lang Forces In different
sectors:

ARMOURED FORCES: 100 M-26; 50 Leopard
1A3; BOO M-47: 3,000 M-48 MBT: 2,000 M-113; 1,200
Commando APC.

ARTILLERY: 95 gung M-118A1 of 75 mm; 140
M-101A1 of 105 mm; 160 M-59 and 400 M-114A1 of
165 mm: 118 M-116 of 203 mm; 400 M-7/M-108 of
105 mm; 210 M-48 of 165 mm; 48 M-100 of 203 mm,
The artlllery has et ks dlsposal elso 1,780 guns of 60,
81 and 107 mm; howitzers of 120 mm; 18 “Honest
John' sol-so! misstles and M-44 guns of 165 mm,

ANTI-TANK ARMS: 1,200 guns of 57 mm; 390
of 76 mm; BOO of 106 mm; also BS Cobro missllas, 5S-
§8-11 misslles, TOW gulded misslles, Besldes, 2,500
Milan guided missilas have been ordered.

ANTI-AIR ARMS: 300 twins of 20 mm; 800 guns
of 40 mm as well as M-51 guns and 75 mm and M-117/8
guns of 80 mm,

AJRCRAFTS OF THE ARMY: 18 U-17; 2 DHC-2;
6 Cessna-206; 3 Cessna 421, 15 Dornier-27; 9 Dornier-
28; 20 Baron; § T-42; 40 Citabrio 1508 training planes;
156 Augusta-Bell 204/6 helicopters; 20 Bell 47G; 48
UH-ID and 30 TH-300G. Besides, 27 UH-1H helicop-
tors heve alrezd$ been ordered.

AIR FORCES

Thelr strength Is of 53,000 men {of which 20,000
are permanent). 66,000 reservists can he called to arms
in the case of mcbilization.

The Air Force Is compoted of 4 commands (2
tactical, ¥ edministrative ard 1 training).

13 SQUADRONS OF BOMBARDIER, of which
2 are equipped with 42 F-6A and 12 F-5b, 2 with 40
F-100c-DF, § with B2 F-4E and 8 RF4E, and 3 squa-
drons with 80 F/TF-104G,

2 SQUADRONS OF CONTAINMENT, equipped
with 30 F-1048,

1 RECONNAISSANCE SQUADRON, cqulpped
with 20 RF-5A and F-5B.

6 TRANSPORT SQUADRONS: 2 equipped with
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INVENTORY OF THE ARMAMENTS OF THE TURKISH ARMY

The Turkish Armed Forces constitute today the second of the most powerful armles of the NATO.
Thelr strength rise to 711,000 (of which 80,000 are permanent). In the case of a military mobilisa-
tion, 833,000 reservists can be called to arms. For the conscrits the duration of service is 18 months.

7 C-130 £ and 20 C-1800, 3 squadrons equipped with
30 CA7A and one squadron with 3 “VIP*', 2 Islander,
12 heltcopters UH-1D/H and § UH-190D.

9 BASIC FLIGHTS SQUADRONS: They have at
thelr disposal 40 T-33A, 2 C-47A and 2 UH-1H helj-
copters.

3 TRAINING SQUADRONS: Equlpped with 24
T-34,25 T-37, 60 T-38 and 30 T-41,

There aro also SPECIAL MISSION SQUADRONS
which heve at thelr disposal 36 F-100C/F and 20 F/TF-
104 ond another VIP flest with 2-C47A,

AIR-AIR MISSILES: 760 Super Sldewinder AlM-
OP3 as wall as Sldewinder, Sperrow, Falcon and
Shafrir missiles,

AIR-SOL MISSILES: AS-12, Bullpup and Mave-
rick.

There are alto 8 SOL-AIR squadrons equipped
with 36 Nike-Herculss and 36 Nlke Ajex,

NAVAL FORCES

Tha strength of the Navy Is of 46,000 men (of
which 10,000 are permanent), 70,000 reservists can be
cailed to arms in the caso of war,

There are 5 neval bases in Turkey: Golcik, lxmir,
Istanbul, Eregll and Iskenderun,

SUBMARINES: 6 type 209, 10 ex-US Guppy, 1
Tang, 1 ex-US Balao,

DESTROYERS: 9 Gearing (2 leased, 5 with 1x8
ASROC), 4 Fletcher, 2 Sumer, 2 Carpenter and 2 frl-
gates Berk {each carrying 1 hellcopter).

PATROL BOATS: Thera are 13 patrol boats with
misslles and 8 with torpedos. In detall: 4 type Dogan
{Lurssen FPE-57) with 2x4 Harpoon SSM: 9 Kartsl
{T 141 Jeguar} with 4 Penguin-2 SSM; 7 boats with Ja-
guar torpedos and one with type Glrne,

MINELAYERS: 1 Type Nusret and 9 coastal
minelayers,

MINESWEEPERS: 12 Type US Adjutant, 4 ex-
Can MCB, 6 ex-Vegesack coastal, 4 ex-US Cape.

Thera are also 72 landing ships of different types,
86 auxlllary shigs {of which 9 tankers) and 26 patrol
boats,

Some other ships have already been ordered: One
submarine Type 2C9, 4 frigates Meko-200, 2 Lurssen
carrying missiles, 13 landing thips as well as Harpoon
missiles.

The fleet comprises slso ongantl-submarine unity,
equipped with 18 S-2E aircraft and 7 AB-204B and
AB-212 helicopters,

The Marines Brigede ls a8 65,000-man unity which
is composed of a headquarter, 3 operatlon batalllons,
an artillary katallfon and a unity of support.

FORCES IN CYPRUS

To the list above It should be added a Corps com-
prising 2 Infantry divisions {total strength: 17,0000
which 1s charged with maintaining occupation regime
in the notharn part of Cyprus. This corps has at ts dis-
posal 150 armoured tanks and vehlcles (M-47/48 and
M-113) as well as 212 guns of 105 and 186 mm, It has
also Howltzers of 203 mm and ant}-air guns of 40 mm.

{Sources: Turkey Almanac 1983, Ankara; |ISS,
The Militery Belance 1983-1884, London, 1984,
It must be underlined that the data given above
do not comprise the last orders of arms which are
explained in the principal article of this Issue),
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On the other hand, 13 LCT landing boats are be-
ing constructed in the dockyards of Taskizak with
the collaboration of the FRG. Three of these boats
and one coast-guard boat have already been launched
on July 27, 1984, A few weeks later, on September 9,
the first tank landing boat, equipped with two 20-mm
Orligon guns and 12.7-mm Vikera guns, were launch-
ed at the naval dockyards in Izmir.

It was recently announced that, the Turkish
Navy decided to build a new naval base in the zone of
Aksaz in the region of Marmaris of the Aegean Coast.
This new installation to be named ‘“*SouthWestern A-
natolian Naval Base” costs about 2,772 million Tur-
kish Liras.

TURKEY, A NUCLEAR POWER?

The level attained by the Turkish war industry,
though very far from the minimum standards of the
NATO, is already being observed with anxiety by
Turkey’s neighbours. The Turkish military occupa-
tion of the northern part of Cyprus and the Turkish
Army’s penetration into the territory of Irag in 1983
and 1984 have already been alarming for Greece and
islamic countries of the Middle East, even for Israel.

On February 27, 1984, a Greek newspaper, Idisis,
reported that Turkey was planning the construction
of a giant military base in Corlu, 75 miles far from
Bulgaria and 85 miles from Greece. The US sources
claimed that this base which costs about 16 million
dollars would be under NATO control. But both of
these western neighbours of Turkey see this new
base as a menace to their security,

Another Greek newspaper, To Vima, announced
in its issue of May 13, 1984 that Turkey would have
nuclear arms as well within a 10-year period. The ori-
gin of this alarm cry is the fact that Turkey is still
bargaining with some countries for building her first
nuclear power plant at Akkuyu in the province of
Mersin. The three foreign companies which have given
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their letter of intent for this project were the U.S.
based Westinghouse Company, the Canadian AECL
and the West German Krafwerke Union. The Turkish
Government announced that it will sign the contract
with the one that accepts to transfer the power plant
to Turkey after having constructed it.

What are the real perspecctives of the Turkish war
industry? Can it attain to the level of the war indus-
tries of other NATO countries? It has already been
disclosed that European countries set up consortiums
to manufacture jointly new arms. And there is a pro-
ject that has been going on for years to standardize
NATO arms. Can Turkey take part in this process?

Turkish Defence Minister Yavuztiirk replied to
these questions in an interview to the Twrkish Daily
News of September 13, 1984:

“Turkey has an established capacity in regard to
the defence industry. We need to properly utilise this
capacity. Today we have a good foundation even
working only in single shifts. We can increase the shifts
and boost our capacity, This could also help ease the
unemployment problem, Turkey has to break away
from the tradition of being a country that always
buys arms. We have the know how and the necessary
technology. We should not be regarded as underdeve-
loped in this field. The NATO defense ministers dis-
cuss the new peneration of weapons for the 199Qs,
With the current pace of technological developments,
the arms in use today become outdated very quickly.
We want to have a part in the manufacture of new
weapoens systems and modernizing air forces, Turkey
should be able to sell arms while also buying them.”

At what price?

At the cost of respectively 11.68 and 19.8 pc of
Turkey’s GNP and state budget being wasted in a
country which suffers from high unemployment and
lack of education and health services, not ‘0 mention
malnutrition. That is the bitter gift this 48 million
population of a country belonging to the NATO Al-
liance, has been given by the military.

within a few weeks,

TO THE ATTENTION OF CUR READERS: This numter of Bulletin Info-Tirk is completely devot-
ed to one subject. Crazy Arms Race in Turkey... Information concerning State terror, political and
social tife in Turkey as well as Turkish immigration will be given In the coming issue which will appear




