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EUROPEAN RECOIL 7

e A,
BEFORE THE BLACKMAIL ”’gf'%
OF TURKISH GENERALS R a7 o S

A few months ago, at its session of September
1983, the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council
of Europe had declared in a resolution that “‘the
parliament that will be elected in Turkey on No- ol
vember 6 will not be able to be considered as rep-
resenting democratically the Turkish people and 7
therefore could not validly constitute a delegation | L
to participate in the proceedings of the Council of I [ [
Europe’s Parliamentary Assembly”, (Info-Tiirk
Bulletin, No. 84, p.4) . [

Nothwithstanding this resolution, the Turkish
National Assembly’s delegation which was elected
on November 6 sat down on the benches of the
Parliamentary Assembly onJanuary 30, 1984, with-
out invitation, and better they took part in the

vote throughout the session. 4
Ankara has indeed succeeded in making a real ull
bid for power thanks to the complicity of the Eu- 1

\—

ropean Right which seized and took advantage of
every occasion in order to prevent the scheduled

debate on Turkey from taking place. The delegation \.M

from Ankara, consisting of 12 representatives and

12 substitutes, has made use of the rules permit-

ting a delegation whose eligibility is being disput-

ed, to sit pending a decision by the Assembly. As

for the European deputies of the right or the “mo-

derate’ left, under the pretext of a partial strike of the interpreters started on February 2, they decided to ad-
journ until May the debates on Turkey and on the Cyprus question.

According to Le Monde, the 35th ordinary session of the Council of Europe’s Parliamentary Assembly has
been concluded prematurely, amidst a confusion rarely noticed in the 21-state assembly.

The latest developments in Turkish-European relations that resulted in the failure of the democratic European
deputies’ initiative at the Council of Europe, had begun just after the Turkish elections with a challenge of General-
President Evren claiming that by holding elections Turkey had allegedly proven that democracy had been restored,
and charging the new-elected deputies with the task of going to Strasbourg to represent Turkey in the C.E,

Mr Ozal, the head of the new Ankara government has already adopted the tone of General Evren, threatening
10 sever totally Ankara’s relations with the Council of Europe.

On January 8, Premier Ozal told reporters, *If the Parliamentary Assembly’s attitude continues and if, as a

.



result, we cannot be represented at the parlinmentary
wing of the Council, then we shall not continue to be
present at the Committee of IMinisters.,” Subsequent
to this challenge, the National Assembly selected 12
parliamentarians to represent Turkey in the Council
of Europe, The latter immediately started their “shut-
tle diplomacy™ in 15 European capitals.

Ozal’s decision to send a parliamentary delegation
to Strasbourg embarrassed the Council of Europe and
Zart Ahrens, chairman of the Parliamentary Assembly,
flew to Ankara in an attempt to dissuate the Turkish
authorities from their ‘‘dctermination”, but failcd in
his efforts to convince the Turkish government of
waiting until the next plenary session in &ay, instead
of foreing a possible confrontation now.

Cn January 30, the Parliamentary Assembly of
the Council of Europe held one of the mnost crueirl
sessions since its creation. Lespite the fact that the
same assembly had passed 2z few ronths ago a resolu-
tion not to accept the Turkish parliamentarians pro-
ceeding from the November 6th elections, 12 repre-
sentatives of the new-elected Turkish Assembly and
their 12 substitutes were present in the grand hall of
the European palace.

A protest against their presence came from the
Sociatist Group. As debate opened over the credentials
of the Turkish delegates, Danish socialist i.:P, Mr. Laos-
se Budtz, intervened on behalf of his group, the lar-
gest in the 170-member assembly. *‘The most import-
ant question is this: Is the parliament in Turkey free-
ly elected?™ he said. It is not. Only three of the 15
parties who wished to participate could do so.” Mr
Budtz said that although some progress was being
made towards democracy in Turkey, the Socialist
Group had decided unanimously to oppose any vali-
dation of the Turkish delegates’ credentials. “‘IJuman
rights are deeply violated in the state of Turkey,” he
said, “the trade unions are not free, the press is not
free, the unjversities are not free. The gaols are full of
political prisoners and we sce the lack of an zmnesty.”’

Lut those who were determined to oust the Turk-
ish deputies on the first day, in the opening session,
felt defeated when Parliamentary Assernbly President
Karl Ahrens, a German socialist, announced that he is
referring the issue of the credenticls of the Turkish
parliamentarians to the Statute Committee.

The pro-governmental Turkish press reported this
first obstruction as follows: “The tough and rough
approach of the Socialist proup was expected even be-
fore the sessions started and observers anticipated that
the moderate Socialist members would not go along
with them.

“At last common sense prevailed and those who
realized Turkey, which is the south-eastern bastion of
Europe, should not be sacrificed and those who nad
some feeling of responsibility moved to moderate the
anti-Turkish move.”’

The principal figure of the “moderating opera-
tion" was Farl Ahrens who had recently visited Tur-
key prior to the Assembly meeting. For the first time
in the history of the Council, the Assembiy broke off
a session to await the decision of the Statute Commit-
tee. The Committee which was convened immediate-
ly, helped the Turkish regime by referring the issue to
a joint meeting of the Political and Leeal Affairs Com-
mittees.

The motion to refer the issue to the joint commit-
tee was approved of by the Assembly by 116 votes to
7 and the first round clearly went to the Turkish
regime,

In the evening session of the Political and Legsl
Affairs Committees, two opposite views clashed bit-
terly. At the end Austrian deputy Ludwig Steiner's
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members of the joint committee voted for a conciliat-
ing solution on the Turkish representation in the As
sembly, while 15 voted against and 8 abstained.

Again, according to the Turkish press, the Com-
mittee, adopting this attitude, killed two birds with
one stone. The rapporteurs of both committees were
charged with the task of drawing up a new joint report
to enable Turkey to keep her place at the Assembly
while also satisfying thc opposition by saying that the
credentials of the Turkish deputies will be taken up in
the Council’s /iay session.

Put the heated debate on a compromise text end-
ed unresolved. The Socialist Group and the Conserva-
tives held firmly to their opposing viows on Turkey
witll some splits among the Socialist ranks, Some
members in the Turkish delegation reportedly wanted
to walk out when the Steiner-Adler joint report at-
tempted to alter the status of the Turkish parliament-
ary delegation to “observers”. The Socialists tried to
insert motions into the resolution urging Turkey to lift
martial law and announce anamnesty, and making this
conditional for Turkish participation in the Parlia-
mentary Assernbly’s ¢'ay session.

At this point the Turkish deputies started also to
quarrel fiercely one with another because of their dif-
ferent views. The fact that the deputies of the iDP
hiad distinguished themselves by their diplomatic ex-
perience, prompted their jealous colleagues of the
two other parties, Ana-P and HP, to insist on an early
return to Ankara. Thereupon there was a flurry of
diplomatic communications between Ankara and
Strasbourg as the Turkish delegation had separate te-
lcphone talks with Premier Turgut Czal and Foreign
Hinister Vahit Balefoglu, The latter suggested to the
Turkish delegation that a walkout would only serve
those who want to push Turkey out of the Council,

tleanwhile, US diplomatic circles started exerting
heavy pressures on the European governments for
preventing a resolution ageinst the Turkish regime.
The Wall Street Journal of February ! said: “Turks
liave had a pretty rough time, what with three years
of rnilitary rule to stainp out Sovict-sponsored terror-
ism. They just had an election and the generals have
zone back to the barracks. Sut instead of ¢xtending a
well-done neighbor welcome, the 2]1-member Council
of Curope attempted to refuse to seat a2 Turkish dele-
gation.”

“'hile the discussions on Turkey were going on in
the European Falace, taking no heed of the opposition
in the Council against the presence of the Turkish de-
puties, the Chairman of the Parliamentary Assembly
“Zarl Ahrens gave a reception party in honor of the
Yurkish delegation, with the Turkish Ambassador to
the Council of Europe taking part.

Gn February 3, the Parliamentary Assembly ses-
sions plunged into confusion and the debate on Tur-
%tey and Cyprus turned into a comedy of errors after
the Europesn pariiamentarians had a bitter discussion
on which question to debate first.

Earlier the plenary session had decided to defer
the debnte on Cyprus to the Assembly’s Liay session.
Eowever, the Political Affairs Committee insisted that
Cyprus be discussed and a second vote was taken
which opened the way for the Cyprus debate. At that
point several Furopesn deputies called for a debate
on Turkey rather than on Cyprus, but this demand
was rejected.

Sources said the Conservative group was against a
debate on Turkey until [iay, The Socialists did not
want a debate because it could show splits among the
Socialist ranks with ‘“‘moderates” taking a stand in fa-
vour of the Turkish regime.
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There were at least 76 speakers asking for speak-
ing time in the debate on Turkey, that means that a
debate on the credentials of the Turkish delegation
could take up 5 hours, 45 speakers were eager to ad-
dress the Assembly concerning the political situation
on Cyprus, which would tzke up 3 hours of Assembly
time.

Amidst the Cyprus debate the interpreters sud-
denly stopped translating and started reading out their
own declaration for a new pay scale and better work-
ing conditions. The Chairman of the Assembly, l{arl
Ahrens, recessed but the situation did not improve
and the session came to a helt,

According to Le ifonde, only interpreting in Ger-
man and [talian, which arc additional work languages
of the Assembly, could not be ensured. Although inter-
preting in English and in French, the two officizal Ian-
guages of the proceedings, was zoing on, most conser-
vative and christian-democrat representatives favour-
able to the Ankara regime seized this occasion for cal-
ling for a recess. Thus, the new Turkish delegation, a-
gainst which the left and the liberals in the Assembly
had raised protests for ‘‘breach of the rules of demo-
cracy”, emerged as the winner, According to the rules,
the deputies who have been sent by the Ankarz Par-
liament 2re wholly entitled to sit in the Assembly
pending the vplidation of their credentials. But this
validation is not to occur until the beginning of the
36th ordinary session of the C.E., that is next Liay.

As the debate on Turkey at the Parliamentary As-
sembly ended in failure, Irish representative Andrew
expressed his impression as follows: *'Here, the Coun-
cil of Europe has finally turned into 2 circus.” As for
Austrian representative Steiner, also rapporteur of the
Political Affairs Committee, he described this situation
as ““shameful for the Council”, Selgian socialist depu-
ty Claude Dejardin who has always distinguished him-
self by his determined attitude on the defence of hu-
man rights in Turkey blamed some socialist deputies
who did not take heed of the decision taken unani-
mously by the Socialist Group, for treachery.

In Ankara, the spokesman of the Turkish delega-
tion, Kamuran Inan, claimed that the Turkish regime
had won a political and diplomatic victory against the
“extremist V/estern European socialist deputies who at-
tempted to dissociate it from the Council of Europe.™

No doubt, the one who is most satisfied of the
Council’s failure is Prime Pinister Ozal. Considering
this result as a propaganda asset for his campaign prior
to the local elections, he said on Februzry 5 in Gire-
sun: “If they wish to expel us by resorting to some
manoeuvres, and if they have power to do it, they can
act so. In that case, we shall never go there,”

According to the German daily Frankfurter Rund-
schau, Ozal had been gambling and it paid off,

NMevertheless, according to the greek daily Kathi-
merini of February 7, despite the temporary success
achieved in Strasbourg, the Ankara government is still
to face some probleins in democratic Furope.

The fact is that next ¥ arch the question of the
violation of Human Eights in Turkey is to be raised at
a debate inthe European Parliament. Socialist deputies
Ludwig Fellermaier 2nd David Blackman who, among
others, were nominated rapporteurs, recently visit-
ed Ankara where they were received ncither by Pre-
mier Ozal, nor by liational Assembly Chairman le¢-
mettin Karaduman, although they insisted on having
talks witih them,

Next Miny, the Socialist International Confercace
is due to be held in Copenhngen, with former Social-
democrat leader Ecevit taking part. According to insi-
ders, Turkish politicians are trying to short-circuit
criticism by Socialist deputies with regard to Fluman
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Fiights, by using an intricate blackmail. The former
and present Social-democrat leaders, Ecevit, as well os
Erdal Indnid and Necdet Calp, respectively chairmen
of Sodep and FiP, are putting forward the argument
that if attacks against Turkey were to continue, then
the Ankara government would be forced to have in-
creasingly close relations with the U.S. This issue had
initially been raised by Ecevit at the preceding meet-
ings of the Socialist International.

The marxist left which has been outlawed by the
military rulers, does not agree with this argument, for,
even without pressure being exerted by Europe with
regard to *'minan Kights, Turkey actually has already
become the United States’ most reliable ally in the
I iddle-East.

As it has already been emphasized in several Info-
Tirk Bullctins, the military coup of the Generals had
already constituted an intervention as part of the U§
aggressive plans in the [liddle East, Just after the take-
over, the military rulers had concluded 2 series of bi-
lateral agreements with the US, while conducting a
hostile policy towards Europe, because of the latter’s
criticism with regard to Human Rights violations in
Turkey.

Straight after the transition to the so-called par-
liamentary regime, the Gzal government received a
very hearty congratulatory message from President
Reagan, After the new government started implemen-
ting the monetarist policy, IidF and Yorld Bank mis-
sions went to Turkey and announced that financial
support to Turkey is to be continued, as long as the
economic measures issued by Czal will be in force.

Zecently, on February 5, General-President Ke-
nan Evren announced that Turkish-American friend-
ship is becoming increasingly closer. Proof of this is
the fact that, even before the new government was
formed, the military regime had already signed an
agreement with the Reagan administration, allowing
incirlik air base be used with the view of supplying
US forces based in Lebanon. On December 10,
AWACS air traffic has started between Konya, in cent-
ral Turkey, and VWest-Gertnany. It is even rumored that
US nuclear missiles may be installed in Turkey.

The latest gesture has been the dramatic visit to
Istanbul by the 6th Fleet on February 6, after an in-
terval of 15 years, from where it headed the next day
for Lebanon.

Alonz with this gesture, US “aid”’ to Turkey was
increpsed. Whereas aid to Greece is reportedly to stay
at its 1984 level ($ 500 million), aid to Turkey is to
risc from $ 755 to § 934 million.

Under thege circumstances, the argument put for-
ward by Turkey’s politicians is unfounded.

There is only one criterion to determine the level
of Turkish-European relations: does the Turkish regi-
me respect, or not, Human Pights as stipulated in the
European convention?

Admittedly, threce more parties will be allowed to
stand for the local elections, the Party of Social-de-
mocracy {Scdep), the True Path Party (DYP) and the
“’ellfare Party (XP), along with the three other par-
tics which are already represented in Parliament.

Rut several political trends which are represented
in the Furopenn Parliament and in the C.E. are still be-
ing totally banned from political life. In addition,
hundreds of their leaders are still behind bars.

BEver in case of a partial omnesty, thousands of
political prisoners will remain in the military prisons
for their opinions.

“vhile Turkey’s realities are self-evident, Europe’s
recoil before the blackmail of the Generals and the
politicians, who are collaborationists of the former, is
a scandal for the European Community.



STATE TERROR

POLEMICS ON GENERAL AMNESTY FORBIDDEN

V/hile the Justice Ilinistry was submitting 160 pc
petitions for a genersl amnesty to the Speakership of
the Grand National Assembly, the martial law com-
mands who still conticue to impose their censorship
on the Turkish press, banned on January 10, 1984 all
written and oral controversy on amnesty.

Although no commitment whatsoever pertajning
to a general amnesty had been licluded in the new
government's program, the Parliamentary Group of the
governing hlotherland Party (Ana-P) gave its members,
at the session of December 24, the green light for tabl-
ing bills providing for a partial amnesty.

Prime Minister Turgut Czal, in an interview to the
daily Terctiman of December 5, said: ‘“This is a very
sensitive problem on which we should be very cau-
tious. I have to think it over a couple of times before
speaking on this subject.” During his election campaign
prior to November 6, he had avoided promising an am-
nesty, on the ground that ‘‘those who had been par-
doned in 1974 were afterwards involved once more in
acts of political violence.”

Nevertheless, just after the general elections, this
burning question: has given rise to much controversy
in political circles, because about 100 thousand pri-
soners including their relatives who are an important
mass of voters, exert pregsure on the new-elected poli-

Although all are unanimous in thinking that an
amnesty should be granted to the potlitical prisoners,
the extent of this amnesty gives rise to polemics, be-
cause the military, who are the actual rulers of the
country, already made clear that they are opposed to
an amnesty for those who were condemned or are still
being tried for ‘‘crimes against the State” as stated in
articles 141-142-146-149 and 163 of the Turkish Pen-
sl Code. According to an official communiqué, the
number of politlcal prisoners as of March 31, 1983
was about 20 thousand. Many of the new FiP's have
not yet the courage of proposing an amnesty for these
prisoners.

lMoreover, the new Turkish Constitution provides
that those who were condemned for the acts mention-
ed in the foresaid articles, would never be pardoned,
even if the majority of the deputies decide otherwise.
Theoretically, Parliament is always entitled to amend
any article of the Constitution, but for the time being
people have no iliugions that a parliament proceeding
from a mockery of eiections would dare to do it.

Prior to the ban on all polemics concerning am-
nesty, some public figures had expressed their views
on this subject as follows:

Attila Sav, former chaiman of the Union of Turk-
ish Bar Associatlons: “If our subject is an amnesty,
we should set our mind on a general amnesty. It should
be an amnesty with a few minor exceptions, an amnes-
ty that is based on equality and that will not open up
old sores."”’

Muammer Aksoy, Chairman of the Ankara Dar
Association: “In all democratic countries, amnesty s
granted to political prisoners rather than to those sen-
tenced for common law offenses.”

Sakip Sabanci, a leading Turkish businessman:
“Those who committed political crimes for their ideo-
logical aims, should not be pardoned.”

Reccp Bilginer, Vice-President of the Joumalists’
Association of Istanbul: “I am for a general amnesty,
particulexly an amnesty for press offenses. Any opk
nion which isconsldeted a crime today may be regard-
ed tomomrow asan innocent one. Therefore, an amnes-
ty for political crimes should be very extensive.”

Bilgin Yazicioglu, Chajrman of the Unjon of
Turkish Lawyers: “A cerefully thought over amnesty

should be granted to the prisoners in order to heal the
wounds.”

Ibrghim Bodur, Chairman of the Industrialists’
Chamber of Istanbul: “Since God forgives human be-
ings, the latter too should forgive each other... But in
the past, the amnesty for those who committed crimes
against the Nation, the State and the regime proved
rather harmful than useful.”

Turgut Sunglp, Chairman of the Nationalist De-
mocracy Party (22DP): *V/e are in favour of a partial
amnesty.”

Ulkii Séylemezoghi, Spokesman of the MDP Par-
liamentary Group: '‘We envisage an amnesty within
the limits laid down in the Constitution.”

Necdet Calp, Chairman of the Populist Party (HP):
*’e are aware of the unbearable conditions prevailing
in the prisons. The Constitution has aiready made
clear to which prisoners the Assembly cannot grant
any kind of amnesty, But there are some prisoners who
have been condemned not for their acts but for their
opinions.”

BOMB BLASTS IN TURKEY

On December 21, two separate bomb explosions
rocked the residential areas in Ankera and Istanbul,
while a similar incident was averted in Ezmir, Prime
Minister Turgut Ozal announced that according to ini
tial informatlon the bomb attack wesnot anact direct-
ed against Turkey, but was connected to the spate of
bomb attacks in the XMiddle East area. Substquent to
these incidents, police and Martial Law forces launch-
ed a man-hunt and tightened security measures
throughout Turkey. A week later, the General Staff
Headquarters announced that the incidents had been
planned by the military wing of a clandestine party
called *“Hizbil Dava'", active in a neighbour country,
and that “6 terrorists and 3 accomplices of foreign na-
tionality had been apprehended by thesecurity forces.”

RESISTANCE IN PRISONS

On January 3, 1984, the political prisoners in the
military jails of the Diyarbakir region went once more
on a hunger-strike for protesting against the conditions
of confinement.

The prisoners, most of whom are of :{urdish ori-
gin, had already made a one-month hunger-sirike dur-
ing the past summer and had broken off their action
when the prison administration consented to take into
consideration many of their demands for improved
conditions of confinement. Recently, the prison autho-
ritles banned again the introduction of food, pencils
and paper into the prison, reduced the talks with the
families and ordered that the prisoners be beaten up
before the eyes of their visitors.

On the other hand, all politicol prisoners of Ma-
mak prison in Ankara who refused to wear prison-unj-
forms, were reportedly beaten for three days and three
nights until the moming of January 6, 1984, The vic-
tims of this inhuman treatment requested on January
9 the military tribunsl which is trying them, to take
all necessary steps for ensuring their security.

Besides, the families of those prisoners who were
beaten up, visited the new-clected Speaker of the Na-
tional Assembly, Necmeddin I{araduman, and handed
over a petition requesting to stop fl-treatment in Tuye,
key's prisons.
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CONDELNATIONS

1.12, in Izmir, 3 members of DJev-Yol condemned
to life imprisonment and 29 others to prison terms up
to 15 years.

2.12, in Ankara, 7 persons condemned to 5 years’
imprisonment each for participating in the activities
of “Kurtulus™, and 12 persons up to 1§ years on the
charge of attempting to reorganize the THKP/C. On
the same day, in Erzincan, 4 members of Dev-Yol sen-
tenced to 5 years’ imprisonment each,

3.12, in Diyarbakir, a trial of the Yorkers' Party
of Kurdistan (PIK)ended with three death sentences,
10 defenndants were condemned to life imprisonment
and 10 others to various prison terms.

9.12, in Erzurum, a rightist activist condemned
to death and 23 others to various prison terms, On
the same day, in lzmir, 2 members of Dev-Yol con-
demned to life imprisonment and 5 others to various
prison terms,

10,12, in Antalya, 3 members of Dev-Yol con-
demned to life imprisonment and 4 others to various
prison terms,

14,12, in Golctik, 19 right-wing activists condem-
ned to prison terms up to 17 years,

15,12, in Adana, 4 members of PIZK condemned
to 13 years’ imprisonment each,

16.12, in Ankara, two former Republican People’s
Party (CHP) deputies, Teme] Ates and Ertugrul Glinay
were condemned to 3 years’ imprisooment each by a
military court for participating in the actions of Dev-
Yol. They will also be kept during one year under
house arrest,

17.12, in Amnkara, one defendant at the KAWA
trial sentenced to death and two others to life impri
sonment. On the same day, at another trial of [LAWA,
four defendants condemned to § years’ imprisonment
each. Besides, in Istanbul, two defendants at the TIIP-
i{L trisl were condemned to 8 years’ imprisonment
each for making separatist propaganda in a petition
they had submitted some time before to the judge.

21,12, in Izmir, four students condemned to 20
months’ imprisonment each.

24.12, in Ankara, 46 defendants of the TDXP tri-
al were condemned to prison tcrms up to 16 years,

30.12,in Adana, a member of Dev-Yol was sen-
tenced to death and another to life imprisonment. Be-
sides, three members of the Union of Labour {EB)
were condemned to 20 years’ imprisonment each.

31.12, in Adana, 15 defendants at the trial of
DHB (Revolutionary Union of the People) were con-
demned to prison terms up to 15 years. On the same
day, in Istanbul, 27 Iranian students were condemned
to 6 years’ imprisonment each for having occupied
the Iranian General Consulate last year.

MASS TRIALS

In spite of the establishment of a so-czlled parlia-
mentary regime, military prosecutors continue to take
legal proceedings against trade-union officials and oth-
er progressive people.

The prosecutor of the Istanbul Martial Law Com-
mand filed twonew suitson December 27, one against
14 officials of Taper-Is, affiliated to DIS¥, and anoth-
er against 13 officials of the independant Construction
Vorkers® Union (Nerici Yapi-is).

On the same day, the trial of 64 officials of the
Metal Vorkers' Union (Maden-Is), affiliated to DISK,
started before the milltary court in Istanbul,

On the other hand, the trial of 54 officials of the
Printers’ Union (Basin-Is), affiliated to DISK, was
merged with the DISK trial. Thus, the total number of
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defendants at the CISK trial rose to 139, 74 of whom
risk the death penalty. 40 out of 85 DISK defendants
are being tried under arrest, whereas 44 others are with-
out restraint and one accused is still at large.

2.12,in Erzurum, the chairman of the Sociai
Democracy Perty (SODEP), [Cartay, zppeared before
a court on the charge of not respecting the Electoral
Law prior to the elections. )

8.12, in Ankara, the famous painter Orhan Taylan
and 3 other persons were included in the mass trial of
the TKP,

9.12, in Ankara, the trial of the officials of the
Association of Technical Employees, TUTED, started
before a military court. The prosecutor demanded pri-
son terms up to 3 years for the defendants who are
accused of left-wing and separatist activities.

7.12, in Istanbul, the former Foreign Affairs f.lin-
ister Thsan Sabri Caglayangil was questioned by & mili-
tary prosecutor for having sent a letter to the >/est-
German Foreign Minister Genscher concerning the po-
litical situation in Turkey,

15.12, in lIstanbul, a new suit was filed against
four officials of the Popular House of Bakirkdy on
the charge of cornmunist propaganda.

16.12, in Izmir, nine persons were brought before
a court oni the charge of communist activities.

18.12, in Izmir, 17 members of the Idealist Youth
Association (UGD) are being tried by a military court.

19.12, in Istznbul, the military prosecutor filed a
new suit against 54 presumed members of “Kurtulus”,
nine of whom risk the death penalty.

22.12, in Istanbul, the military prosecutor filed
two new guits, one against 8 right-wing activists, 6 of
whom risk the death penalty, and another against 4
members of the Progressive Youth Association (IGD).

29.12, in Ankara, the former secretary general of
SODEP, Oktay Eksi, was questioned by the military
prosecutor for declaring prior to the elections that he
would not vote,

NEW ARRESTS

2,12, the 2nd Army Command announced that
795 persons were still tracked by the military forces
in the South-eastern area and that 76 persons had been
arrested over the past three months in the region of
klalatya.

3.12,in Izmir, 5 presumed members of Dev-Yol
were arrested.

4,12, in the provinces of Ankara and Artvin, the
security forces arrested 26 presumed members of
Dev-Yol. On the same day, it was announced that 22
members of the ¥urdish organization Ale Fazgari had
been arrested in Elazig.

9.12, in Izmir, 19 presumed members of Dev-Yol
were arrested.

17.12, in Izmir, 24 right-wing activists were ta-
ken into custody.

23.12, in Erzincan, 28 persons were arrested for
participating in the actions of TDKP,

PRESS TRIALS

11,12: In Ankara, four journalists, Veyis Dozier,
Mecdet Seving, Abdurrahman Pala and Ali Sademci
were condemned to one year in prison each on the
charge of having insulted the Chairman of the Rel-
gious Affairs Department, in an article published in
the daily Hergiin.

24.12: In Istanbul, Hayati Asilyazici, responsible
editor of the art review Somut, and Erol Toy, publish-
er of the same periodical, were eondemned to 16
months’ imprisonment each for an article proposing a



general amnesty on the occasion of the 60tk anniver-
sary of the proclamation of the Republic,

27.12: The famous poet and translator Can Yilcel
was included in the trial of the 18 leading members of
the Turkish V/riters” Union (TYS). The military pro-
secutor demanded prison terms up to 15 years for each
of the defendants who are accused of having turned
the Union into a clandestine organization.

30.12: Poet Ahmet Telli was jailed in Ankara for
serving a 35-day prison term,

SOLIDARITY WITH IMSET

Cn November 9, the military prosecutor of the
Istanbul Riartial Law Command announced that he
would demand a 10-year prison term for lsmet Imset,
Ankara correspondent of UP), in a press trial which
had already been initiated against him in 1978.

The International Federation of Joumnalists ad-
dressed a letter to Generrl Evren on Dccember 15,
requesting him to deliver a valid passport to Imset
who has been appointed by the UPI news agency to &
new post in London. The IFJ also called on all mem-
ber unions to intervene in favour of their colleague.

7 ACTORS DISMISSED

Seven famous actors of the Istanbul Municipal
Theater were fired on December 24 by the theatet’s
administration by order of the Istanbul Liartisl Law
Command. Aliye Uzunatagan, Avni Yalgin, Oben Gii-
ney, Cetin Ipekkaya, Taner Barlas, Savas Dringel and
Aslan [Lagar who took a leading part in seven different
plays staged by the municipal theaters, are considered
“dangerous” for cultural life by the military.

BOOK-PRINTING PARALYZED

As a result of the Turkish regime’s obscurantist
policy, the book-printing industry has fallen into a
deep crisis. Many printing houses cannot print any
more the new books which had already been compos-
ed, because of paper shortage, The State-owned paper
mill SEKA refuses systematically to supply printing
houses with paper and forces them to buy it on the
black market at twice the normal price.

A TV-FILM BURNT UP

After all books and periodicals considered ‘*dan-
gerous’” by the military had becn seized and destroy-
ed, for the first time in Turkey's cultural life = TV-film
was burnt up by order of the General Director of the
Turkish Radio-TV Corporation. In fact, this film en-
titled *‘Tired Fighter’’ had been shot by movie director
Halit Tefig on a novel of the famous author Xemal
Tahir, who interpreted the Mational Liberation Y. ar in
a different way from the official interpretation. The
shooting of this film had been ordered by the former
general director of the Radio-TV Corporation, The
present general director who ordered that the film be
burnt up, is a retired army general, who had been
appointed to this post following the military coup.

NEW SCIENTIFIC POLICY

By order of General Evren, the State [ linistry has
drawn up a new 30-year policy of scientific research,
One of its main points is the implementation of all
necessary measures for advancing scientific research
by reinforcing Turkey’s military power.

This new policy in the field of scientific research
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will be implemented by a new institution set up by or-
der of General Evren: The Supreme Council of Science
and Technology chaired by the Prime Finister.

PURGES AT UNIVERSITIES

V7/hile the dismissal of progressive-minded mem-
bers of the university teaching staff was reaching alar-
ming dimensions, the Higher Education Council
(YOK) did not forget to keep a check on the students.
Consequently, 2642 of them have been purged in ten
universities within the space of one year, on the
ground that they did not abide by the new regulations
or because they had been involved in political actions,

On thc other hand, according to a new decision
of YOK, from the beginning of the academic year
1984-85, university students will have to pay a charge
of up to 45.000 LT per year in order to enrol at the
universities.

This ncw charge of $150 in an under-developed
country where GNP per inhabitant is about 1000 dol-
lar, will be another olstacle for the high school gra-
duates who wish to hnve university education. This
year, about 400,000 youths applicd for entering uni-
versity, but only 110,000 of them were admitted. Ac-
cording to the daily Milliyet of Recember 9, over the
past 10 years, only 15 percent of all candidates have
gained admission to the universities, whereas the over-
whelming majority of the rest joined the army of the
jobless,

SOLIDARITY WITH FATSA

In response to an appeal made by the European
Committee in Defense of Refupees and Immigrants
(CEDRI), 355 municipalities of 1 7 European countries
demonstrated their solidarity with the Fiunicipality
of Fatsa in Turkey, whose leaders are the victims of
repression.

Recently, on January 9, 1984, the Town Council
of the City of Liége, 3elgium, has adopted the follo-
wing motion:

*“The TC of Liége has been informed of the exis-
tence in Turkey of masg trials, where the legally elec-
ted idembers of some Turkish Town Councils are in
the dock. Against most of those people, who were ar-
rested in 1980, the death penalty has been called for.

“The TC of Litge is anxious about the condi-
tions in which these trials are taking piace, particular-
ly the trinl of the inhabitants of Fatsa, and egpecially
about the breaches of the obligations proceeding
from the European Convention on safeguarding Fu-
man Kights and basic freedoms.

““The TC of Litpe gives its support to fact-finding
missions, made up of elected town council members
from various European countries; these missions have
been set up by CEDE] and are aiming:

‘“to attend the trial of the inhabitants of Fatsa,

“to mect the defendants and their families as
well as the Turkish civil, judicial and military authori-
ties;

“The TC of Liéze wishes to be informed on the
prozress of the trial and on the treatment given to the
defendants and their families,”

Among the other European municipalities which
have been demonstrating their solidarity, 61 are from
Switszerland, 54 from Spain, 53 from France, 45 from
the tletherlands, 40 from Portugal, 34 from Belgium,
30 from Austria, 16 from Norway, 7 from Great-
Britain, S from Denmark, 3 from Iceland, 2 from Italy,
1 from Ireland, 1 from the FR of Germany, 1 from
Sweden and 1 from Greenland.
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CEDRI REPORT

The European Committee in Defense of Refupgees
and Immigrants (CEDERI), based in Switzerland, has
just issued a detailed report on ““The Present State of
Human Rights in Turkey'”,

This 40-page report published in three languapes,
English, French and German, gives first several exem-
plary cases of Human Rights violations, analyzes how
military justice is working, examines the situation of
the I@furds, the new constitution and legislation, as
well as the political developments since the elections,
and finally comes to the following conclusion:

“That what is now at stake before the Turkish mi
litary courts, is, as stated by the hiead of the State Lv-
ren himself, a ‘mere settling of scores' with the so-call-
ed terrorists and separatists or, in other words, with
the —real oroften only supposed— political opponents
to the present regime. As happened in the past under
certain other unjust rezimes, political persecutions are
being disguised under the cloak of ‘justice’. This farce
is supposed to benefit the regime by concealing from
strangers the self-evident fact that the so-called ‘justicz’
isto obey exclusively the orders given by the Generals.

“Although it's no longer possible to turn a deaf
ear to the cries and the calls for hielp rising from the
Turkish jails and internment camps, these cries are like-
ly to come up against deaf ears in Eurowve.

“If the reports on Turkey’s military dictatorship
were as numerous as in some other cases, political and
economic sanctions would surely have been imposed,
which in addition would have been approved of by
the European public opinion. Indeed that kind of
measures seem todey necessary to bring Turkey back
to democracy. It would be the only effective way.”

This report can be obtained at CEDRI, 1 ission-
strasse 35 - Postfach 2780 - 4002 = asel - Switzerland.

BELGIAN DEPUTEES IN TURKEY

A Belgian inquiry commission, consisting of de-
putees Jef Sleeckx (SP)and Villy Iluypers (VU), of
George Van Sweevelt, trade-unionist, and of Jef Ul-
burghs, Roger Jacobs and Fons % ’eyens representing
non governmental organisations, which stayed in Tur-
key from December 26 until January 2, has given its
testimony on the violation of Human Dights since the
general elections, at a press conference in Jrussels, on

January 10.

During their stay in Turkey, the commission has
found that General Evren remains the keeper of public
order, of the Constitution, of martial law. Nothing has
changed since the elections which allegedly were to
prove Turkey's returning to democracy. If iir Qzal
holds a part of power, granted by the military, it is
just toenforce the directives of the Intemational ion-
etary Fund. As for Human Rights, they arc still being
violated as massively as before,

The situation of trade unions in Turkey and, espe-
cially of DISK, is tragic and deserves all support and
all solidarity of the free western world, at least as
much as ‘‘Solidarnosc™ in Poland, trade-unionist Van
Sweevelt declared,who intends to take steps towards
the International Labor Organisation.

KURDISH PRISONERS DEAD

The detainees of Diyarbakir military prison (south
east of Turkey), most of whoin are ¥urdish militants,
went in early January on & hunger-strike to protest
against their conditions of confinement as well as tor-
ture. This action of resistance, marked by incidents
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which ended with several people dying, was still going
on while writing our ulletin.

Last September, the detainees of this prison which
is reputed to he the most sinister of Turkey, had alreg-
dy made a 25-day hunger-strike to protest against ill-
treztment, to which they claim they are gystematically
being subjected. This action had been suspended in re-
turn of the authorities’ promise of improved condi-
tions of confinement. *Things are again as they were
before”, was the alarm cry a prisoner, Serdar Can, dar
ed to shout out before the Court, on January 15. Asa
result of this rashness he had both legs broken, as he
was brought back to his cell.

Zeside their hunger-strike, the detainees started
boycotting visits and refused to appear before the
Court to attend the hearings,

The military authorities have imnosed a total
blackout on the prevalent situation in the prisons. Ne-
vertheless, in Zelgium the urdish organisation TEZLO-
SER has announced that at least 17 political prisoners
have been murdered by the sccurity forces, out of
whom 14 have been shot dead in cell nr 10, while 3
others died under torture.

FRIENDS OF KURDISH PEOPLE

In Louvain, gelgium, a group of Belgian demo-
crats have set up » new committee called “Friends of
the Zurdish People’ and have issued their manifesto
on January 20,

Tie Comimittee’s political platform is based on
the right for any people to self-determination, an ina-
lienable democratic right, and on intemationalism,

*The Committee opposes any kind of discrimina-
tion of the Kurdish people in Iraq, Iran, Turkey and
Syria. 1t considers however that this struggle cannot
be distinct from the strugzle wapged by these peoples
against their common oppressors, the ruling class.
Consequently, the Committee insists on a common
struggle by all peoples involved againgt their common
ennemy: the ruling class of any nationality. In accord-
ance with these basic principles, the Committee oppo-
ses racism with regard to immigrant workers in its
own country.”

Contact address of the “Friends of the Kurdish
People”: P.C. Pox 213 - 3000 LEUVEN 1 - Felgium.

IMMIGRATION

According to a survey carried out by the Federal
Statistics Department, the number of foreigners in
the Federal Nevublic of Germany has decreased by 2.9
percent to 5,540,000. In comparison however with
the foreign population in 1974, when further immigra-
tion was banned by the German authorities, the num-
ver of aliens shows a 15-percent increase, because im-
migrant families used to be joined by their relatives
living abroad and due to the high birth rate of the
Turkish population.

A report by the Turkish Statistics Institute says
that that the number of Turkish children abroad in
the 0-18 age group rose to 817,000, the number of
housewives to 451,000, while the total number of
Turkish workers amounts to 952.000.

As for the FXG, the corresponding numbers are
respectively 634.000, 349,000 and 576,000.

“he Interior Ilinistry of the FRG estimates that,
because of thelow birth rate of the native population,
the number of German citizens will decrease from to-
day’s 56.9 milion to 52.16 million in 2000 and 38.28
million in 2030. Gn the other hand, the number of
foreigners will rise to 7 million in the year 2000.

The Rirector of the Foreigners Department, Giin-
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ter Tschiersch announced that the federal povernment
Lopes that at least 50,000 Turkish immigrant workers
will return to their country thanks to the new law
which provides for granting an alien repatriation pay
of 10,5000 Dif.

In addition to this payment, some biz German
companies which employ foreigners promise to grant
a supplement exceeding the basic sum. For example,
Iiannesmann anuounced that it would pay a 22.000
Di premium to those who accept to return to their
native country.

RACIST ACTS

13.12: During an assault by unknown people on
a Turkish private clib, called Alsancak, in Frussels,
one of the Moroccan clients was shot dead and two
others wounded, At the moment we are writing our
Bulletin, more than one month has passed without
the truth being revealed - especizlly as far os the pu-
blic prosecutor is concerned, This silence lias only re-
sulted in arousing growing suspicions and anxiety in
antl-racist circles who believe in a racist crime. In sup-
port of the argument for a racist crime, there is the
anonymous telephone call to the Belga news agency
in the name of a **Liberation Front of Belgium'’. This
call is closely linked with the shooting, sir.ce at the
time of the telephone call, nobody in the general pub-
lic had been informed. The MRAX antiracist move-
ment and the Moroccan organisations have especinlly
expressed their fears in the face of prowing hatred.

19.12: Asthey entered the mosque in Terre-Neuve
Street in Prussels for prayer, the moslims have got an
unpleasant surprise; indeed & pig head had been hang-
ﬁd up at the first floor of the mosque, just above their

eads,

15.12: In Frederikssund, Denmark, both anish
policemen who had been accused of torturing to death
the Turkish worker Osman Polat, were acquitted by
the local court. Polat had been arrested by the defep-
dants on June 20, 1983 and beaten on his nead. SBut
after the pronouncement of the verdict, the prosecu-
tor announced on Cecember 23 that he will lodge an
appeal from this decision.

22.12: In Frankfurtfifain, F2G, a 9-year-old
Turkish boy, Enver Gimiisoluk, was beaten to death
by his German class-mates.

28.12: In the prison of the city of /Lassel, FEG, a
27-year-old Turkish prisoner, idris Sahinbay, was
found hanged in his cell. The prosecutor of I assel has
initiated a preliminary investigation in order to ascer-
tain some allezations saying that the detainees in this
joil are victinus of ill-treatment by the warders.

29.12: In iohenhausen, FIi.G, o Turkishk woman
who had been married for 14 years, Mazra Celik, com-
mitted suicide due to & nervous breakdown.

30.12: In Ghent, elgium, a Turkisi: citizen, Ali
Pehlivan, married and father of four children, was
found dead in a field by a Belgian farmer.
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ANTI - RACIST MOVEMENT

3.12, tens of thousands of Parisians and three
government ministers joined in the last segment of a
march against rzcism that was begun in October in
L-arseille by 30 young people, most of them children
of North African immigrants. Soon after the inarch
ended, eisht of tie originol marchers were received by
President Frengois Litterand at the Elysée Palace.
The 1,130-kilometer march, which began with almost
no publicity on October 15, took on politicel signift-
cance as religious and civic groups and finally the
French Government came to its support. The originol
marchers said they wanted to demonstrate against fa-
cism and for equality and to publicize the fate of the
many North African immigrants and their families
who have been victims of growing violence.

7.12, the federal government banned the most
active Nazi organisation in the FXG, but the group’s
leader immediately announced that it would re-emerge
with a new ‘“political concept” early 1984. The ban,
on constitutionzsl grounds, of the Action Front of Na-
tional Socialists/IMational Activists was preceded by
dawn raids on flats owned by Mazis tlroughout the
country, during which police confiscated a member-
ship index, right-wing literature, and emblems includ-
ing swastikas. No one was arrested,

The Action Front has 270 active members and
several thousand supporters. This organisation which
underlines its claim of fighting for the revival of Hit-
ler’s NSDAP by wearing jack-boots and black leather
jackets, is held responsible for a series of raclst attacks
on foreipn workers - mostly Turks - and the infiltra-
tion of football fan clubs.

9.12, in Belgium, the pessing of the “‘Gol draft
bill” on immigration in a parlismentary commisslon
has prompted the heads of the Arab diplomatic mis-
sions accredited in i:russels to issue a protest commu-
niqué at the end of a meeting. *'Such a policy is at ve-
riznce with the spirit of Selgian-Arab co-operation
and can only harm its development,” says the com-
munigué,

16.12, in Liépe, Delgium, a torchlight march has
been held through the center of the city to protest
against racism ang the Gol draft bill, with a thousand
demonstrators taking part.

24.12, in !':russels, in their Cnristmas statement,
the Celgian bishops expressed tlieir ‘‘fear that new le-
g2l provisions (concemning immigration) even if they
aim at curbing rizhtfully sorme residual abuses, may
jeopardize a nighly delicate balance as well as the es
sential rizlits of persons and families,”

25.12, 162 lawyers of Li¢ge sicned a petition call-
ing for the withdrawal of the Gol draft bill, consider-
ing inopportune the precipitate passing of a number
of amendments disputing some essential rights that
were taken for granted following the enactment of
the law of Necember 15, 1980, pertaining to the stz-
tus of foreigners.

INFO-TURK AT NEW PREMISES

Since January 30, 1984, Info-Tirk {Turkish Collectif of edition and diffusion} has regroupcd all its activities,
carried out up to that date in different places, in its new premises at the crossroads of thrce municipalities, Brus-
scls-City, Sint-Josse and Schaarbeck, inhabited by tho Turkish immigrants.

The new premises are also very near to the European institutions such as the EEC, European Parliament as
well as International Press Center. The programme of thc socto-cultural activities of the Collectif which have been

multiplied on this occarion as foliows:

Ligrary: From monday to friday

Social Service: i.ionday, tuesday, thirsday, friday
Creative ateliers: V/adnesday and friday

Homeworks class: [Monday, tuesday, thirsday, friday
Turkish language: Thursday

Fotklore: Wednesday

Course of Saz {Turkish instrument): Tuesday
Sportive activities. Monday, tuesday, thirsday
Alphabetisation of women: Tuesday and thirsday
Iiovie-club: Friday

Address: Rue des Eburons 31 - 1040 Brussels - Tel: 230 34 72



