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MOCKERY OF ELECTION IN TURKEY

After a one-year interval, Europe’s south-eastemn
flank will be again the scene of a mockery of election.

GCn November 7, 1982, in Turkey, 21,132,682
voters had been forced to go to the polling stations in
order to vote for an anti-democratic constitution
drawn up by the military junta and to approve the
dictatorship of Junta Chief Evren for a 7 year period
as President of the Republic. At that time, 1,461,949
voters had refused to cast their votes.

This time, on November 6, 1983, the military jun-
ta calls on 19,670,934 voters to vote for choosing '‘the
civilian team" which will rule Turkey on behalf of Ev-
ren’s dictatorship for the coming five years, There are
fewer voters than for the referendum, because those
who had not gone to the polling stations for voting
on the constitution have, according to the same con-
stitution, been denied the right to vote in the first
elections.

As pointed out by many foreign observers as well
as democratic orpenizations of Turkey, the poll of
Movember § will not be a free election as stipulated
by the Furopean Convention on Human Rights; it will
be merely a secondary election designed to elect 400
members of Parliament among 1,230 candidates who
have repeatedly been tested by the military junta and
have gained their full confidence.

Since the military coup of September 12, 1983,
the National Security Councll has carried out a very
well devised plan aiming at depriving of the right to e-
lgibility all those who are considered unacceptable.

On the very first day of the military intervention,
all political parties were sugpended and meny of their
leaders were prosecuted by the military. One year la-
ter, the NSC decreed that all suspended political par-
ties should be dissolved,

The first victims of the military junta were main-
ly: the Justice Party (AP), the Republican Pople’s Par-
ty (CiIP), the National Salvation Party (14SP), the De-
mocmatic Party (DP), the Republican Reliance Party
{CGP), the Nationsalist Action Party (LiIP), the Work-
ers’ Party of Turkey (TIP), the Socialist “forkers’ Par-
ty of Turkey (TSIP) and the Unjon Party of Turkey
{TBP). Some other parties which had never participat-
od in parliamentary elections were also banned and la-
ter on dissoived.

The second crack down on the former politicians
came with the adoption of the new Constitution and
the laws on Political Parties. These new laws make
provision for that the leaders of the dissolved partics
will be forbidden to re-engage in politics for the next
10 years, while the members of the last legislative as-
sembly will be excluded for 5 yoars.

But for all that, the interdictions did not stop
there. According to the new electoral law adopted on
June 13, 1983, beside the former party leaders and
deputies, are also forbidden to stand for Parliament:

- State officiais, teachers, lecturets, professors,
engineers etc. who have been dismissed or would be
dismissed by the martial law commanders;

- Those who have no schoo! diploma, those who
have been banned from public services, those who have
disclosed State secrets and those who have been con-
demned for political or ideolozical offences.

According to a survey conducted by Demokrat
Tiirkiye, a Turkish opposition newspaper edited in
FRG, the number of Turkish citizens banned from
politics amounts to half a million.

Besides, the NSC can veto not only founders and
officials of the new parties but candidates as well, un-
til the first meeting of the National Assembly and the
election of its presidency.

But the main point are the restrictions on the
formation of new political parties, According to the
Constitution and the Law on Political Parties, “Politi-
cal parties are not allowed to advocate a doctrine oth-
er than Atatirk’s”. That is to say, the foundation of
political parties on an ideological basis other than that
of the junta is not permitted.

ithin the framework of all these restrictions, fif-
teen new political parties have been founded in Tur-
key by brand-new politicians from Liay 16 until Au-
gust 25, 1983,

Using its powers, the NSC vetoed 453 out of 750
party founders.

A mew political party, the Great Turkey Party

.(BETP) who claimed to have inherited the legacy of

the defunct Justice Party, was “unlawfully” dissolved
by a decree of the NSC. It was unlawful, because the
legislation enacted by the NSC itself stipulated that s
political party could te dissolved only by decision of
the Constitutional Court.

Ten other parties have been denied the right to
participate in the forthcoming legislative elections,
because they did not succeed to complete the com-
pulsory list of 30 founders by August 25 due to the
vetoes of the NSC, The Correct Vay Party (DYP) and
Social Democracy Party (SODEP) which are being
supported respectively by the leaders of the defunct
Justice Party and Republican People’s Party, have been
the main victims of the practising of veto, Other eight
partios which have been denied the right to partici
pate in elections are; New Lirth Party (YDP), Virtue
Party (FP), Conservative Party (TMP), Cur Party (BP),
YVelfare Party (RP), Flag Party (BP), New Order Party
(YDP), Supreme Cuty Party (YGP).

Thus, only three political parties have been al
lowed to register for the poll: the Nationalist Demo-
cracy Party (RIDP) headed by the Retired Ammy Ge-
neral Turgut Sunsalp, the /Jotherland Party (Ana-P)
headed by the former Vice-Premier of the ruling mili-
tary government, Turgut Ozal, and the Populist Party
(#*P) headed by the former undersecretary of the
same government, Necdet Calp,

All of these three parties share the same program-
me, the main lines of which were laid down by the
military junta. All of them are led by the representa-
tives of the privileged sirata of Turkish society. Ac-
cording to a survey, out of 1,200 candidates of three
parties, 231 are businessmen, 206 lawyers, 198 archi-
tects and engineers, 190 military and civilian bureanc-
tats, 54 doctors and pharmacists, 31 journalists. There
are also 30 trade union officials in the candidates lists
of the three parties, but up to now they have been
supporting the military regime, whereas thousands of
trade union officials and representatives were suffer-
ing in military prisons.

But the Generals obviously did not trust compte-
telty even the candidates announced by these puppet
parties and vetoed alsn 89 candidates of the ITP, 81 of
the Ana-P and 74 of the [iDP. Begides, independent
candidates -of whom there was a record numfrer- were
virtually eliminated. Some 483 came forward, but on-
ly §5 were approved. All candidates linked with the
pre-coup Justice Party and Republican People's Party
wero rejected.

These three parties immediately replaced the vic-
tims of veto by new candidates, but 21 of them have
also been vetoed. Now, for 400-seat Parliament, LIDP
comes forward with 394 candidates, the Ana-P with
389 and the HP with 378.

Tut the process of elimination did not stop vet.
According to the new legislation, the National Sec;:-



rity Council can also veto any candidate until the first
meeting of the Mational Assembly. It means that any
elected deputy can be removed from tke National As-
sembly, if he failed to speak or act within the limits
imposed by the militery.

Despite the fact that they are denied the right to
participate in the forthcoming legislative elections,
the Correct V/ay Party and the Social-Democracy Par-
ty seem to e€ajoy more popular support than the three
puppet parties. It is cstimated that if they are allowed
to take part in the coming regional elections to be
held in 1984, they will get under their controtl all lo-
cal administrations, while the three other parties are
monopolizing the Mational Assembly. In the fear of
being faced with a dual power in the country, the mi
fitary junta drew up a new draft bill providing that
the political parties which were not allowed to come
forward jn the November 6 elections, would likewise
not be allowed to take part in the forthcoming re-
gional elections.

This bill was first tabled in the Consultative As-
sembly. Due to some obstruction at the sub-commit-
tees, this assemnbly could not complete the process of
enacting the bill until the end of its legislative term.
Thereupon, the MSC has decided to adopt it without
any previous debate in the Consultative Assembly,

Under these circumstances, the opposition has
only one means left: To call the population not to go
to the poiling stations or, if they are forced to o, not
to cast a valid ballot,

The Correct “Vay Party and the Social-Democra-
¢y Party have already announced that they would not
support any of the three parties being allowed to stand
in the elections. It was an indirect way of calling the
people to boycott the elections.

Thereupon, the military junta has launched a
new campaign of threat and intimidation with the
aim of forcing the citizens to go to the polling sta-
tions and to cast a vatid vote.

First, on October 16, 1983, the Interior Ministry
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issued a communiqué announcing that all propaganda
and activity aiming at incitiag the people to stay a-
way from the clection, would be considered a crime
and that those who commit this crime will be prose-
cuted.

Five days later, the Turkish presse reported that
“the security forces arrested 17 presumed members
of the Communist party on the charge that they
carried out a propaganda campaign for Inciting the
people to boycott the election.”

Finally, instead of his ‘“‘one-man show™ orga-
nized during the propaganda campaign for the Consti-
tutional referendum, this time, General Evren has
launched a2 “four-men’ show, staged by himself and
by his three puppet party leaders.

In a speech delivered on Cctober 20, General
Evren threatened sll those who intend to boycott the
elections: “The illegal Communist party is secretly
distrituting Icaflets urging the nation not to vote and
not to telieve in the preseat Turkish administration.
The nation should not tolerate such propaganda.
Non't believe them. Ton’t be tricked... I expect a mi
nimun 90 percent turnout at polling places on elec-
tion day.”

On the next day he announced an other threat:
‘It is rumoured that martial law would be lifted after
the election, Don’t believe them, It is indispensable to
maintain martial law for a certain period, because the
organizations have not yet been completely crushed.
Unless they are exterminated, martial law wilt never
be lifted.”

This intimidation campaign has been accompa-
nied by a 2-week color TV program in order to popu-
larize the new party ‘‘leadets’ and to push the people
to vote for any of them,

Anyhow, on November 6 a certain number of
Turkish voters will take part in the poll either for
avoiding being vilified as “‘subversive elements” or for
avoiding the danger the “‘tramsition to democracy”
might be postpored.

rope - Turkey in figures

New Pamphlets of info-Tirk

MILITARIST "DEMOCRACY” IN TURKEY
(An sssessment of 3 years of military dictatorship)

Military coup of September 12th - A well planned trap: OYAK - Behind the political violence: The
Army - Program of monopolistic capitalism - A despotic presidential system - New State structure -
...And the Assembly and the political parties - State terror - Trials and death sentences - Torture -
Press under censorship - Clamp down on the universities - Repression of nationalities - Reinforcement
of the monopoles - The military-industrial complex - Economic recession - Oppression of the worklng
class - State terror abroad - New terror institutions - Forelgn relations - The military regime and Eu-

54 pages, 100 F

APPEL DES ANCIENS DIRIGEANTS POLITIQUES DE TURQUIE

The British daily “‘The Times” of August 9, 1983 pointed out that the elections due to be held in
Turkey this automn, had been denounced as a fraud In a memorandum drewn up by 16 former politi-
cal leaders of both right and ieft, held in an internment camp. This pamphlet comprises the complste
text, translated into french, of this memorandum.

24 pages, 60 BF
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EUROPE: NG CERTIFICATE OF DEMOCRACY FOR THE COMING TURKISH PARLIAMENT

Shortly before the legislative elections due to be
held on November 6, several european institutions ha
have examined the latest developments in Turkey,
denying the future Turkish Parliament all democratic
content.

Councit of Europe

The Parliamentary Assembly of the 21 member
countries of the Council of Europe has declared in a
resolution adopted on September 30, 1983, that ‘‘the
parliament which will be elected in Turkey on Hovem-
ber 6 will not be able to be considered as representing
the Turkish people in a democratic manner, and
could not therefore validly constitute a delegation to
participate in the work of the Patliamentary Assem-
bly of the Council of Europe®,

The Assembly has neverthelessrejected an amend-
ment submitted by Pelgian socialist 4P Claude
Dejardin demanding Turkey's exclusion from the
Council of Purope, where her representative is atill
allowed to sit on the Committee of Ministers. The
Assembly prefers to wait until the next session in Ja-
nuary for raising this question,

Cn the other hand, the Pasliamentary Assembly
has opposed an appeal -submitted by some socialist
MP's following tite suicide in the Federal Xepublic of
Germany of the Turkish refugee Cemal Altun- re-
questing from the European governments ** to refrain
from extraditing Turkish citizens seeking asylum.””

European Parliament

On October 13, in Strasbourg, the European Par-
liament has this time condemned the Turkish military
regime, insisting that Turkey should respect human
rights and rejecting in advance the results of the com-
ing elections on November 6, which have been called
gtraight off a “farce’’ by certain KP'.

Denouncing the continued practice of torture,
the arbitrary politically motivated arrests, the pressure
put on the Fress, the European Pzrliament has adopt-
ed by 124 votes, against 4 “no” votes and 1} absten-
tions, a resolution regretting mainly “that the rules
under which the elections of 6 November will be held
prevent them from being a true expression of demo-
emcy’u .

The MP’s of the Ten EEC countries also urged
the military authorities to refrain from enforcing the
death penalty for political offences and to stop
practising torture.

Atlantic Assembly iP’s

And yet, the North-Atlantic Assembly -consist-
ing of some 200 }iP's from the member countries of
the Alliance- rejected at its meeting in The IHague, on
October 6, a draft resolution that had the “‘audacity”
to regret the restrictions imposed on political life and
Press freedom, and requesting from the Turkisi: mili-
tary authorities to make sure that *‘the clections of
November 6 will be as free, as open and as democratic
as possible.” This draft resolution has been rejected
due to the particular insistence of US and Eritish
delcgates, regarding this injtiative as inopportune.

European Human Rights Commission

The European Human Rights Commission is still
waiting for the Turkish governinent’s answer to the
complaints relating to human rights violations in Tur-

key, lodged by five Enropean countries, Danmark,
France, Norway, the Netherlands and 3weden.

The hearing which had been scheduled at the
October session, has been adjourned on request of the
Turkish government, on the grounds that one of its
advisers, whose presence at the hearing is considered
indispensable, fell gravely iil.

European Trade Unions Confederation

The Executive Committee of the European Trade
Unions Confederation decided at its meeting in Brus-
sels, on October 13-14, that maximum pressure should
be brought to hear on the Turkish government, in
order “to have the trial against DISK and its leaders
stopped; to have the trade unionists released from
prison; to restore normal trade union rights in Turkey;
to achieve rapid progress towards democracy”,

At a press conference, Chairman Georges Debunne
declared that “‘the ETUC can no longer accept a
dictator regime who denies their people human rights
and democracy, and is a member of the Council of
Eurcpe.”

On this occagion, the ETUC has informed the
general public that “the so-called elections in Turkey
on November & is in no way an election that will lead
Turkey back to democracy™,

The Executive Committee has also decided to
catty on with its humanitarian aid on behalf of the
families of the imprisoned trade-unionists.

International Trade Union Confederations

(Cn September 8, 1983, the Intermational Confe-
deration of Free Trade Unions along with the ETUC
have orpanized a joint round table on Turkey at the
Erussels-based International Press Center with trade
union leaders and joumnalists taking part, along with
DISK representative Yicel Top.

At this occagion, Mr. John Vanderveken, secreta-
ry general of the ICFTU, made the following state-
ment: “In view of the fact that participation in the
forthcoming elections has been restricted to only
three parties, those which were kindly permitted by
the military to take part so as to prevent the new so-
cial democrat party from standing for election, the
poils due to be held in November are no longer being
taken seriously. The ICFTU once more appsals to the
aovernments of the democratic countries that they
should make their economic znd financial aid to Tur-
key dependent on the restoration of Loth democratic
and trade union rights.”

During the round tatle, the ICFTU leaders reveat
ed that the AFL-CIO, the US trade unions confedera-
tion which is now again @ member of ICFTU, has also
decided to contribute to the humanitarian aid granted
by the ICFTU to tradc-unionists imprisoned in Tur-
key and to their families.

On the other hand, the Drusseis-based *’orld La-
bor Confederation has condemned on the 3d anajver-
sary of the coup the military regime in Turkey.

As far as the “’orld Trade Union Federation is
concerned, which has its headquarters in Prague, it has
published a2 pamphlet called “Stop Fasciam in Turkey!”
with a foreword by its secretary general Ibrghim Za-
karia, stating: "the " TUF is convinced that the admi-
rable solidarity actions with the workers and the peo-
ple of Turkey which are being achieved at the present
time, will grow more and more stronger, until the day
democracy will be restored in Turkey and trade unions
will be allowed to function freely.”

o
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STATE TERROR

RESISTANCE IN DiYARBAKIR PRISON

Protesting against the inhuman detention condi-
tions in the military prison of Diyarbakir, about 2,600
political prisoners went on hunger-strike. Ampesty
Internationel reporied that the hunger-strike 2ad been
started on September 2, 1983 by one group of priso-
ners with most other inmates joining afterwards.

At the trials of members of political organiza-
tions such as PKK, DDKD, Kurtulus, 1xiP, TKSP, Par-
tizan, KUK, and X AWA, the defendants announced
that they were joining the hunget-strike. Al has re—
celved reports that after thie announcements, the
defendants were beaten and romoved from the court
room, Agence France Press reported the death of two
hunger-strikers in Diyarbakir prison.

On September 28, a defendant announced at a
military court that they had ended the hungerstrike
on the written guarantee given by the commander of
the military prison to satisfy their demands.

DEATH SEMTENCES

In the months of August and September, military
courts condemned 14 persons to death and 319 to
various prison terms.

12.8: Izmir; a member of TDKP

21.8: Diyarbaksr: a member of Pi{is

2.9: Adana: 4 members of TDEP
8.9: Adana: 3 members of TD!_P
15.9: Adana: 5§ members of Dev-Yol

PRISON TERMS

5.8: lzmir: 11 members of Dev-Yol
11,8: Ankara: 9 members of TDKP
12.8: Izmir: a member of TKP
14.8: Izmir: 7 members of TKP
16.8: Adana: a member of TDXP
18.8: Adana: 3 rightists
21.8: Diyarbakar: 30 members of Pil[(; in Eski-
sehir: 3 rightists; in G&leik: 3 members of Dev-Yol.
24.8: Izmir: 14 members of the Progressive
Youth Association (1GD) '
26.8: Ankara: 10 members of JJurtulus
28.8: Izmir: a member of TDKP
30.8: Istanbul: 75 members of THEP/C
31.8: Izmir: 2 leftists and one rightist
2.9: Izmir: 3 members of Dev-Yol; in Adana:
11 members of TDXP
4.9: Ankara: 2 members of Dev-Yol
7.9: GBkik: 4 membters of Dev-Yo!l
14.9: Ankara: 5 members of Partizan Yolu; in
Antalya: 2 members of Dev-Yol
15.9: Adana: 62 members of Dev-Yol
16.9: Lialatya: 9 members of Dev-Yol
26.9: Adana: 17 members of Dev-Yol
29.9: lzmir: 11 members of Lev-Yol
30.9: Golelik: 8 members of Kurtulus; in Izinir:9
membersof Dev-Yol;iniialatya: 5 members of TDEP
It was reported on September 7 that a special mar-
tial law court in Ankara has condemned at different
trials 250 persons for arms traffic; about 2,000 per-
sons were still being tried on the same charpe.

RNEV TRIALS

10.8: Istanbul: § officials of the National Union
of Turkish Students (MTTE)

11.8: Istanbul: 10 members of Tiimka-Is and 49
members of Limter-Is, unions affiliated to DISK

14.8: Izmir: 9 members of Tev-Yol (3 risk death
sentence)

16.8: Adana: 76 members of Pilil: in Ankara: 77
members of Dev-Yol (41 risk death sentence)

24.8: Ankara: 28 persons accused of arms traffic
{22 risk death sentence)

31.8: Istanbul: 27 members of Findik-Is, affili-
ated to DISK

6.9: Istanbul: 254 members of Dev-501 (61 risk
death sentence)

7.9: Istanbul: 18 members of ASIS, affiliated
to 2ISK

8.9: Istanbul: 7 persons having been involived in
DISK actions (6 risk death sentence)

15.9: Istanbul: 4 members of Yenl Haber Is,
affiliated to DISK

17.9: Izmir: 12 members of TKP(B)

24.9; Istanbul: 23 persons, presumed members
of Tob-DYer and of the Progressive High School Stu-
dents Association (Dev-Lis)

29.9: Ankara: 11 members of TKP

Deside these new trials, the military prosecutor fil-
ed a new lawsuit on August 7 against 182 defendants,
tried at a Dev-Yol trial in Izmir, for having torn in
pieces their prison uniforms in the court room.

in these cases, 134 death sentences have been
demanded by the military prosecutors, while the total
aumber of death sentences called for since September
1980, amounts to 6,353.

MAN-HUNTINGS

¥ithin the space of two months, the security for-
ces have arrested 415 persons for their political views
or activities. Cn August 18, 1983, in Istanbul, a per-
son named [ietin Arslan was shot dead by the police
on the pretext that he did not obey to the order of
“hailt!”,
List of the arrests:
4.8: in istanbul: 46 members of Dev-Yol
8.8: in Istanbul: 214 persons of various opinions
19.8: in Izmir: 41 members of the religious order
“Naksibendi”
25.8: in izmir: 14 members of TICP(T)
9.9: In Adana: 8] members of the religious oy
der “¥adiri"
11.9: in Gdleiik: |9 members of THIEP/C
16.9: in Ankara: Ibrahim Yetkin, Secretary Ge-
neral of the Association of Turkish Agriculturists.

INTELLECTUAL LIFE

12.8: Tbe *figher Education Council (YOI) dis-
missed 617 lecturers from their posts in universities
and transferred thern to secundary education institu-
tions.

17.8: The Law on the foundation of the “Atatiirk
High Institute of Culture, Lanpuage and History™ was
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ratified by the Matjonal Security Council. Under the
President of the Republic’s supervision, this institute
will reshape the country’s scieatific and cultural life
in accordance with the principles of Atatiirkisni.

23.8: A new case against dIrs. Wazhh Thicak and
Mr, Aydogdu Ilter, editors of the daily Terciiman, on
the charge of inciting the people to disobey the laws.
A 8-year prison term has been demanded.

27.8: Par, Oktay Akbal, columnist of the daily
Cumhuriyet was incarcerated for serving a 3-month
prison term because of an article.

30.8: 2y order of the military authorities, several
hundreds of video-cassettes were seized by the secu-
rity forces. Among them is also the cassette of the
prizewinner film Gandhi.

31.8: ‘the responsible editor of the weekly Nokra,
Mr. Yezgill Aldogan was interrogated by the military
prosecutor for an interview with the leader of the
Correct “/ay Party (DYP).

7.9: The military prosecutor filed a lawsuit a
gainst flayati Asilyazici, editor of the review Somut,
for having published some essays of Thomas ore.

11.9: Idris Celik, responsible editor of the daily
Politika which had oeen banned prior to the coup
d’Etat, was sentenced to a 1 8-month prison term.

16.9: In Fiugla, the daily newspaper I1'c Adin was
closed down for an indefinite time by the martial law.

17.9: Two editors of the daily /{illiyer, Metin To-
ker and Dogan Heper were sentenced to 3 months pr-
son each for an article,

19.9: The Council of Ministers issued an updated
list of the publications printed abroad, of which the
introduction into Turkey has been forbidden.

25.9: The Court of Cassation overruled the con-
demnation of Nadir Nadi, chief editor of the daily
Cumhuriyet,

29.9: Ali Kocatepe, responsible editor of the re-
view Erkek¢e, was condemned to 3 months in prison
for having mentioned the name of an artist who had
been strippped of his Turkish citizenship.

NEW PRESS LAW ADOPTED

The Consultative Assembly adopted on Septem-
ber 30, 1983 the new Press Law. According to this
law, prison terms for press offences will be rauch hea-
vier than before, the prosecutor will be allowed to call
for the ban or the seizure of any publication as well
as of all printing facilities owned by the editor. Desides,
the Press Courts are dissolved. Joumalists will be tried
for press offences by criminal courts.

OPPRESSIOR OF NATIONALITIES

Despite the fact that the Turkish authorities de-
ny the very existence of the Kurdish people and the
[urdish language in Turkey, a military court in Dtiyar-
bakir was forced on August 26, 1983, to vield to the
reality.

28 persons, mainly Z'urds, were brought before
the military tribunal on the accusation of having been
involved in an arms traffic. During their intesropation,
most of them were unable to answer the questions in
Turkish, because they know only the Zurdish language.
Thereupon, the judge was forced to interrogate them
with the help of & Kurdish interpreter.

MOTION ON ARMEMIAN QUESTION

Cn behalf of the Socialist Group of the Furopean
Parliament Chairman Ernest Glinne and Mrs Duport
tabled on 3September 20, a motion for 2 resolution on
& political solution to the Armenian question.
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“Having regard to the upsurge in terrorist attacks
organized by groups of Armenians, who claim respon-
sibility for them,

“whereas the necessary suppression of terrorisin
will not eliminate the injustices on which these groups
base their actions,

“whereas violence is not the principal means of
expression of the Armenian communities, their major
nolitical organizations having proposed other solu-
tions which have so far been rejected,

“whereas the right of cultural and linguistic eth-
nic minorities to recognition of their identity presup-
poses recognition of their history,

“whereas the Armenian people have been depriv-
ed of their history by the Turkish Government, which,
by refusing to admit to the genocide of 1915, is obli-
terating the historical reality of Armenia,”

The Socialist Group proposes.

“To protest stroogly at the attacks which discre
dit the cause they claim to support;

““To express solidarity with the victims of these
attacks,

“To call on the Council of Ministers of the EEC

a) to rleclare its recognition of the genocide,

b) to obtain recognition by the Turkish Govern-

ment of the historical fact of the 1915 genocide,

¢) to convince the Government of Turkey that a

just and lasting solution to the Turkish-Arme-
nian problem can only be found by establish-
ing a political dialogue, and

d) to obtain an identical declaration from the UN”

ALTUN'S TRAGIC DEATH

One of the Turkisk candidate political refugees
threatened with extradition, Cemal ¥ emal Altun com-
mitted suicide in Derlin on August 30, 1983, This tra-
gic death has filled with dismay public opinion in /est-
Germany, including some conservative circles. Just
before this suicide, we had exposed Cemal Altun's
painful situation in the Info-Tlrk Bulletin'’s issue of
July-August 1983.

Following this suicide, the Social-democrat Par-
ty's spokesman in Gerlin, Peter Ulrich, declarcd that
the ’est-Cerman government had “‘given more cre-
dence to the assertions of Turkey’s military dictators
than to the statements of democrat Altun.” Altun, he
added, has been the *‘victim of the new line, enforced
with ruthless stubbomness, of Zimmermann's policy
with respect to the foreigners' question.™

Thercupon, the Greens' Party along with plenty
of orpanizations insisted that the Intcrior inister
should resign. For, in any case, it was up to the Inte-
rior ninister to take the final decision: was the Vest-
German govermnment, which in t{arch of this year
went in exrremis back over its previous decision to
hand over Altun to the Turkish Junta, to persist -orn
not- in its initial attitude? Recently, the Foreign Af-
fairs Tdinister Censcher had raised serious objections
with respect to this matter, being fully aware that the
FRG was in danger of breaking the “international law
on judicial assistance”, which came into force hy July
1. For, article 6 of this law provides that: “extradi-
tion is inadmissible, when there are valid grounds for
assuming that in case he should be extradited, the ac-
cused might be persecuted or punished because of its
political views.”

In answer to some questions about the possible
effccts the 13 months’ detention might have had on
the prisoner’s physical and psychic state, the Zerlin
Justice authorities were satisfied with referring to the
officials in Zonn.

Anyhow, it seems obvious that Altun’s physical
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and psychic state, in view of the fact that he was per-
manently kept isolated in 2 one-man cell, has been
waorsening month after month, as the Interior Minris-
ter’s stubbommnness became more and more obvious,

Does it follow that he had some propensity to
suicide? Mot at all. Proof of this are the statements he
made in last April, shortly after his extradition proce-
dure had been suspended on the very last moment
{Vrij Nederland, 23.4.1983): “I was given thc choice
between two possibilities: Committing suicide or re-
tuming to Turkey. Since the first possitility was out
of the question, as being contrary to my convictions,
I had only the second left. At lezst, it was to be a dig-
nified death. And suddenly the decision fell that !
wauld not be deported yet to Ankara.”

Nevertheless, five monihs later Altun committed
suicide. A few minutes after his death, his lawyer,
Wolfgang ieland, described in these words the mar-
tyrdom this young refupee had lived through: “Ima-
gine, whenever the door of his cell was unlocked, Al-
tun was wondering whether this meant that he would
be taken away to the airport, in order to board the
plane bound for Ankara.”

The sulcide of Altun was followed by a UN re-
port highly critical of the treatment of political refu-
gees in Vest-Germany.

The Office of the UN High Commission for fefu-
geea sys, in its report, that, over the years, govern-
ments in Sonn have taken a series of ‘“‘unique deter-
rent measures’ which have sharply reduced the flow
of political refugces, at least from countries outside
the Yarsaw Pact.

The report, which enrazed the Interior Flinister
Zimmermann and led him to embarrass the coalition
government by forcing the cancellation of an official
visit to Bonn by the UN High Commissioner for Fefu-
gees, Mr Poul Hartling, speaks of the total isolation of
those seeking asylum in the camps were they are held.
It describes squalid conditions, racial bias by camp au-
thorities, insufficient nourishment for children, znd a
general lethargy and depression gripping many inmates.

EXTRADITION OF TURKS

The German Jfustice Ministry announced on Au-
gust 14 that the FRG would deport around 1,06¢
Turkish citizens to Turkey in the near future. Cn the
same day, 39 persons were extradited and they were
put in detention when their plane landed at Istanbul
airport. And yet, a Y'est-German Interior Ministry
spokesman, Albrecht ilrieger said German investiga-
tors had found out that none of those deported to
Turkey faced stringent punislunent therc,

On September 4, 1983, the FRG extradited an-
other group of 25 Turkish natives to Turkey.

Thereupon, on September 7, 1983, the Creek
Foreign Ministry exoressed its anxiety in the face of
the extradition of Turkish democrats abroad and
transmitted a protest to the Ferman Government.

On theothier hand, the Austrian authorities extra-
dited on August 1st, 1983, 7 Turks who had clandes-
tinely entered the ecuntry, and put under arrest three
other Turkish citizens,

Canada also deported on August 21, three Turk-
ish citizens who had come to this country from lrag.

The British authorities announced on September
29, that, within the first 6 months of this year, 14
Turkish citizens were granted asylum, whereas the ap-
plications made by 6 othiers were rejected.

According to the Dutch newspaper Volkskrant of
September 9, 2,700 out of 3,000 Christians of Turkey
who sought refuge in Holland were xiven permission
to stay in this country, but 125 persons have veen
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sent back by force to Turkey. The Council of Chur-
ches and “‘Actie 41 Committee claim that some of
the deported persons have been imprisoned in Turkey
and that many live in bad conditions in istanbul.

STATE TERROR ABROAD

The Interior Ministry of Turkey issued on Sep-
tember 1st, 1983, a new communiqué otdering 13
Turkish citizeus abroad to return and surrender to the
military authorities, Among them are also Mr Yilcel
Top, representative of the IS in Europe and Mr
Umran Zafer Daran, a Turkish journalist in Ausiralia.
They are accused of anti-State activities abroad.

On the other hand, 123 Turkish citizens, mostly
of jewish origin, have also been ordered to return to
Turkey for fulfilling their military service. In case they
disobey this order, they will be stripped of Turkish
citizenship.

CEMONSTRATIONS AGAINST THE REGIME

On the 3rd anniversary of the coup of September
12, Turkish citizens opposed to the military regime
have organized mass dermonsteatlons in thie main cities
thirouzhout Europe.

The biggest- demonstration was held in Kéln with
ovcr 15.000 people taking part. For the first time, ali
left-wing opposition tendencies were gathered in the
same demonstratlon, along with German democratic-
minded people.

FIILITARY

After a long period of bargaining, the Turkish
government decided on September 7, 1983 to select
the F-16 Flying Falcon as the fighter it will co-manu-
facture with General E'ynamics,

The contract covers assembling and co-manufac-
turing 160 planes at an estimated cost of $4.2 billion.

The selection of thls aitcraft ends a long race be-
tween three US plane manufacturers. The F-18 co-
manufactured by r‘cDonnell Douglas and Northrop
had put up a tough flght agzinst the F-16. Northrop
also tried to edge into the race with the F-20 Tiger-
shark, tut this attempt failed.

Turkey will first receive 10 F-16 fighters, manu-
factured at the Fort V/orth plant in the US. These pla-
nes will be used to train pilots and technicians.

In the sccond phase the component parts of the
planes will be shipped to Turkey and assembled in
Turkish plants. Third, over the next years there will
be a phased increase in the number of sub-assembly
paris to be manufactured in Turkey.

Turkey plans to receive $2.5 billion of Foreign
¥llitary Sales (Fi8) credits from the US over a ten
year period, About half o Lillion dolars will come
from offset trade, when General Dynamics will mar-
ket Turkish export poods abroad. The rest will have
to be financed by the Turkish Finance Ministry,

According to the daily Cumhuriyet, a F-16 fight-
er is composec of 120,000 elements, of which only
5,000 are to be manufactured by the Torkish aviation
industry, the rest will be imported from abroad. For
the co-production of these parts, General D'ynamics
will be a partner of the Turkish Aviation Industry
(TUSAS) with a 49 per cent share.

n the other hang, the FR.G will build four fri-
zates for Turkey. The keel laying ceremony of the first
two Mcko 200 frigates was held in Hamburg dock-
yardson September 28, Desides, another frigate bought
from the FRG arrived at Golcik military port on Sep-
temier 21.
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MIGRATION

Sending Back Home the Turks: Following the
Y/est-German government, thie French and Tutch au-
thorities have announced that new steps will be taken
with respect to the immigrants.

President Mitterrand declarcd on August 30: “With
respect to the clandestine immigrants, the law is to be
strictly enforced, in a relentless and rizid way, since,
if the immigrants were permitted to emter withiout
any control, France might be in danger of losing its
balance.”

During the past two months, two thousand clan-
destine immigrants have alrcady Leen sent back, two
thousand of them are in prison and about three thou-
sand have more or less beep “registered’ by the police.
Thirty thousand foreigners who stayed temporarily in
the country, were denied certificatcs of registratior,

In addition to the reinforcement of control mea-
sures at the frontiers, a number of practical steps will
be taken in order to deter false *‘tourists” intending
to settle down as immigrants.

On the other hand, the Dutch government has
tabled a bill in Parliament, oroviding that immigrant
workers from no-EEC countrier, who are willing to
return to their home country, will be granted a ‘‘re-
turn bonus’’ of 1.9C0 florin ver family member.

In view of the fact that an iminigrant will need at
least 30.000 florin for journsy exvenses and for build-
ing up a new existence in his home country, the pro-
posed amount has been called ridiculouns by the im-
migrants orzanizations as well as by the Dutch trade
unions,

Elections and Immigrants; In Norway the immig-
rants have participated for the first time in 2 local ¢-
lection held on September 1 2. At present, 80 thousand
immigrants live in this country of 4 millions inhabi-
tants. The Turkish community consists of 5000 people.

On the other hand, 8 commission set up by the
Swedish social-democrat goverminent is carrying on its
preperations for drawing up a bill enabling immigrant
workers to take part in the legislative elections.

Hansens Decree: The restrictions on the pranting
of labour permits, wiich are being discussed for a
long time, hrave become a fact following the Royal
Decree of July 27, 1983, In pursuance of those new
measures. the children of immizrant workers who did
not arrive at the same time a3 their parents, or within
a six montiis’ period, will not be in a position to lay
claim to a labour permit.

Slavery in Vest-Sermany: According to a report
tabled on August 15, 1983 at the JN Sub-cominis-
sion on Human Richts at Geneva, tens of thousands of
Turkish children are working clandestinely for Ger-
man employers. These childrea, aged from 12 to 14
years, are reported startiny on their work at 4.20
a.m. and eaming 15 to 30 D! a day. Those heneath
12 years, are said to be forced to work au pair. In the
report drawn up oy the Anti-Slavery Society it is sta-
ted tnat the same system, based on slavery, is being
practised in the clandestine textile workshops in
France. iforeover a large number of young Turkish
girls are being hired as prostitutes in Europe's big ci-
ties such as Rotterdam, Amsterdam, Derlin and Pariy,

At the present time, the nuntber of Turkisz child-

ren in Zurope amounts to 520,0C0. Last year, 52,286
Turkish children were bormn in the European countries:
36,067 in the FRG. 5,437 in Trance, 4,535 in the
iTetherlands, 2,604 in Pelgium, 1,483 in Austria, 980
in Switzerland, 598 in Danmark and 582 in Sweden.

SUICIDES AMD AGGRESSIONS

12.8: in 2rucsels, a young Turkish girl, Sengiil
T.oca, committed suicide due to the pressure cxerced
oh her by her family.

15.8: A Turkish worker, Ali Raza Coban, father
of 7 children, committed suicide in Famburg as a re-
sult of psychological depression.

18.8: According to the Turkish daily Ferciiman,
in Frankfurt (FRG), the dwelling of Turkish worker
"brahim TZ6¢ was set on fire by a German group. On
the same day, someone¢ pinned on the door of Turk-
ish doctor Zeki Girsesli a bit of paper written “Bar-
harous Turks, Pe off!™

20.8: In Ghent {2elginm), the shop of a Turkish
immigrant, Adnan lerman, was volleyed by non iden-
tified srmed persons. Last year, in the same city, a
Turkish coffee-hcuse had been volleyed by two Ecl
gian youths and a Turkish immigrant was shot paraly-
zed. Afterwards, the Court of Appeal in this city re-
duced the term of imprisonment called for by a lower
court against the two authors of this attack, Dirk and
riark Yanderstock.

21.8: In ifainburg, 2 just married Turkish worker,
fhmet Cay, committed suicide by hanging himself,
He was jobless.

22.8: In Frankfur!, the grocer’s shop of a Turk-
ish immicrant, Sabri Livzdkmen, was set on fire.

26.8: The Turkish Islanic Center in Siegen (FRG)
was destroyed by a bomb placed by non-identied per-
sons.

27.8: In Eerlin, a Turkish restaurant, £*idim, was
set fire by unidentified persons. On the same day, in
Hoozegané (Holland), the dwelling of the Turkish
worker Cavit Ates was destroyed by arson. Ates, his
wife and their two children were saved, though
wounded.

3.9: The MNP distributed Jeaflets in the strects
of Stuttzart, threatening Turks.

4.9; In Solingen (FRG), a 47 years old Turkish
woman, Ayse Yilmaz, committed suicide by hanging
kerself, as the German authorities refused her a work
permit.

5.9: in Osnabrick, the walls of the houses inka-
bite!! by Turkish families were daubed with slogans
such as '“Be off, otherwise we shall exterminate you
alli™

6.9 In pmsterdam, a racist Dutch group kid-
napped two Turkish workers, 33 years old 7P, and 37
vears old E.£., and brutally tortured them.

10.9: in Amsterdam, racist groups attacked the
shops of foreigners in “¥ijtenbachsiraat,

21.%: In ¥.éln, 3 13-year old Turkish 7irl, Selvi-
naz, committed suicide by throwing herself from a
21st floor.

26.9: In V'eflrod-Gemiinden (Taunus-FRG), the
dwelling of a Turkish worker, Csman laraca, wes de-
stroyed by a fire-bomb. Two days later, in Pletten-
berg, another Turkish house was set on firc.



