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PARLIAMENT OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA

JOHN HYDEIE mo.a.

Megmbey for Perth . . .,

aysia
Trade and Econoamic Analysis Branch

Deparmment of Foreign affairs and FTrade
BARTON ACT G221

Fax: 02-62612696

Submissian:

1 fully support the prograss of an FTA with Malaysia.

As the CED State Mernber for Perth, | have many constituents and much contact with the
Malaysian community and particularty the Malaysian business community in Perth. | have
also been approached by constituents who have business interests in Malaysia. or
elsewhere in Asia, but would like more opportunity in Malaysia.

As wyou state in the Terms of Reference: “While there are a
betweeaen the bwo economies which already have

opportunities for improvement in the Services sector and business and investment flows.

Australia has significant leveis of Malaysian investment (AUDG6.2 billlon} but the levels of
Australian investment in Malaysia are relatively low (ALUDA485 million).”

1 believe an important aspect of this FTA is the freaing up of employment and visa
opportunities. While some penefits already exist due to Commornwealth links, there is
much mutual benefit for an extensian of freeer employment for Ausiratians and Malysians
in each others countries. The original Colobmbo Plan provided for a bhig upskilling of
Malaysian citizens through study in Australia. This “aid"has Aactually had a huge economic
benefit back to Australia through increased tourism and residential property investmeant in
WA becausa of familial links to our State. ’

1ot of complementarities
relatively open markets, there are

1 believe Australia needs to show equality by making it as easy and convenient for
Malaysians to visit here, as it is for Australlans to wvisit Malaysia. While tourist visas do not
have o be applied for by Australians, Malaystans do neaed one to visit here, though the
streazmiined internet application process through travel agents does lessen the burden.
However., this is an added deterrent to ease of tourism into wwA and sends an unequal
massage to Malaysians.

Given that many Government jobs and contracts are no langer “life-time” appointments,
both hations should loock at nat excluding esach others nationals from short-term
empioyment contracts, particularly in skill-deficient areas.

Yours sinceraly

J O HYDE M.OL.A.
MEMBER FOR PERTH
Septembear 13 2004
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