
 

 

“We must step up to the challenge of achieving the Sustainable Development Goals, 

and seize the opportunity to build better prospects for people and our planet” 

- Helen Clark, UNDP Administrator 

 

December 2015 | Director’s Corner 

2015 has been a pivotal year for the world of development and for the United Nations 
Development Program (UNDP). A series of conferences including the World Conference on Disaster 
Risk Reduction and Financing for Development Conference built momentum for the Sustainable 
Development Summit, and on September 25th, the world welcomed the new 17 Sustainable 
Development Goals.  

As a new director of the UNDP Washington Representation Office, I have been thrilled to witness 
the global commitments to help make a better future for us all. However, at the same time, the 
world has endured pressing development challenges in 2015 including the Syrian Crisis and the 

Nepal earthquake.  

In the coming year, as UNDP celebrates our 50th anniversary, we will continue to expand our partnership with governents, non-
governmental organizations, and businesses to support crisis recovery, poverty reduction, democratic governance, and 
women’s empowerment by implementing programs in 144 countries. Our work is still undone, and our endeavor will continue 
in 2016. 

As in the past, we approach this next year with graitutde to our donors who enable us to provide hope to those who need it 
most. 

The U.S. turned blue to celebrate UN Day on October 24th! 
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Global Goals: The Post-2015 Development Agenda 

Fifteen years after the Millennium Summit and the adoption of the 
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), the world marked a new chapter in 
history. At the Sustainable Development Summit held on September 25th, 
the leaders of more than 150 countries adopted the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) – the post-MDG development agenda that will 
be a roadmap to create a better world.  

Building upon the momentum the MDGs created, the SDGs integrate 
economic, social, and environmental aspects of sustainable development, 
and aim to ensure that no one is left behind.  

The 17 goals and 169 targets strive toward the elimination of extreme 
poverty and hunger, ensuring quality education and better health for all, and 
generating good jobs and economic growth. The new goals also focus on 

promoting peace, security and strong institutions, and to strengthen international partnerships.  

UNDP is a key player in the sustainable development agenda, and will continue to play a leading role in cooperation between 
UN development organizations, civil society, governments, and other stakeholders, to work toward sustainable development. 

For outcomes of other key 2015 development conferences, please see the graphic below.   

Sep 25 – 27, 2015 

Sustainable Development 

Summit 

Mar 14 – 18, 2015 

World Conference on  

Disaster Risk Reduction (DDR) 

Nov 30 – Dec 11, 2015 

Climate Change Summit 

COP 21 

Jul 13 – 16, 2015 

Financing for Development 

Conference 

Participating countries 
adopted the new Post-
2015 DRR framework. 
 
UNDP launched the “5-10-
50” program to support 
countries and 
communities to deliver 
risk-informed 
development. Through 
the program, UNDP 
focuses on 50 countries 
over 10 years with a focus 
on five DRR areas.   
 

MORE 

Governments agreed on 
over 100 measures that 
will draw upon all sources 
of finance, technology, 
innovation, trade and 
data, and that will support 
implementation of the 
new Sustainable 
Development Goals. 
 
UNDP launched a new 
initiative to help 
developing countries 
strengthen tax audit 
capacities. 
 

MORE 

The conference adopted 
a strong global 
commitment to address 
challenges of financing 
and creating an enabling 
environment at all levels 
of sustainable 
development.  
 
UNDP announced a 
commitment to support 
countries’ efforts to 
reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions and adapt to 
the impact of changing 
environments. 
 

MORE 

Governments adopted 
the outcome document 
“Transforming our World: 
the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable 
Development”. The 
Agenda is a plan of action 
for people, planet and 
prosperity while aiming 
to strengthen universal 
peace and freedom.  
 
UNDP played a central 
role in shaping the 
Agenda by helping 
governments work 
together with civil 
society, the private sector 
and with people to 
determine priorities for 
the Agenda. UNDP's 
World We Want 
 

MORE 

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015/summit
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015/summit
http://www.wcdrr.org/
http://www.wcdrr.org/
http://www.cop21paris.org/
http://www.cop21paris.org/
http://www.un.org/esa/ffd/ffd3/
http://www.un.org/esa/ffd/ffd3/
http://www.preventionweb.net/files/43291_sendaiframeworkfordrren.pdf
http://www.preventionweb.net/files/43291_sendaiframeworkfordrren.pdf
http://www.us.undp.org/content/washington/en/home/presscenter/pressreleases/2015/03/17/undp-launch-of-global-drr-program-5-10-50-.html
http://www.us.undp.org/content/washington/en/home/presscenter/pressreleases/2015/03/17/undp-launch-of-global-drr-program-5-10-50-.html
http://www.us.undp.org/content/washington/en/home/presscenter/articles/2015/03/13/un-world-reconstruction-conference-14-18-march.html
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/CONF.227/L.1
http://www.us.undp.org/content/washington/en/home/presscenter/articles/2015/07/13/financing-for-development-conference-13-16-july-in-addis-ababa.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter/events/2015/december/COP21-paris-climate-conference.html
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/70/1&Lang=E
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/70/1&Lang=E
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/70/1&Lang=E
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/70/1&Lang=E
https://www.worldwewant2015.org/
https://www.worldwewant2015.org/
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015/summit


READ MORE: The SDGs: The World’s Post-2015 Agenda | Creating the World We Want by 2030 | MDGs: 15 Years Later | 
Progress, Challenges, and Role Played by UNDP, US in Development Era | UNDP Sustainable Development Goals | All You 
Need to Know About the Sustainable Development Goals  

 

UNDP around Town 

Event | Global Goals in Asia-Pacific: Leave No One Behind 

Mr. Haoliang Xu – UN Assistant Secretary-General, and UNDP Assistant Administrator 
and Director of the Regional Bureau for Asia and the Pacific – spoke at the Johns 
Hopkins School of Advanced International Studies about the Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs) and their significance in Asia and the Pacific. 

Xu noted that although the region witnessed major achievements in development in 
the past fifteen years, critical development issues still remain. He emphasized that 
economic growth and development must be inclusive, sustainable, and resilient to 
catalyze economic development and eliminate poverty and inequality. 

He also indicated that UNDP will continue to assist national and local governments in the region with policy making, resource 
mobilization, and coordination to support achievement of as many of the sustainable development goals as possible in the next 
fifteen years. 

READ MORE: UNDP's Haoliang Xu at Johns Hopkins SAIS | Global Goals in Asia-Pacific: Leave No One Behind  | UNDP in Asia 
and the Pacific 

 

UNDP Partnerships and Initiatives 

US-based Businesses 

More than 14 U.S.-based companies have joined UNDP’s Business Call to Action (BCtA), a 
global alliance promoting development and business sustainability. In collaboration with 
donors, including USAID, a total of 110 companies have made a commitment to adopt 
inclusive and sustainable business ventures that catalyze sustainable development.  

READ MORE: UNDP Business Call to Action | Dimagi joins UNDP's BCtA to Promote Access 
to Healthcare | Sambazon trains Amazonians in Sustainable Forest Management | Envirofit 
International Provides Clean, Affordable Cook Stoves | Lotus Foods: Offering Sustainable  
Agriculture and Healthy Rice Choices 

 
 

UNDP partnered with Microsoft to provide disaster-relief technology for Nepal. The 
Microsoft Innovation Center in Nepal developed a telephone app allowing demolition crews 
from UNDP to obtain precise information about buildings to be demolished to ensure citizen 
safety. The app provides information about property owners, phone numbers, and helps 
secure the signed authorizations that provide UNDP the right to demolish the building.  

READ MORE:  UNDP and Microsoft Revolutionizing Disaster Response | UNDP in Nepal | 
YouTube Video: UNDP and Microsoft Aid Disaster Recovery in Nepal 

 
 

UNDP collaborates with the Coca-Cola Company to launch the “Every Drop Matters” project 
to improve water supplies and promote responsible ways to manage water resources around 
the world. The project aims to educate local communities on how to access water resources 
in a sustainable way, thereby increasing access to safe water and clean sanitation facilities. 

READ MORE: US and UNDP | Working toward Access to Water and Sanitation for All | Every 
Drop Matters | UNDP Washington Water Issue Paper  

http://www.us.undp.org/content/washington/en/home/presscenter/articles/2015/11/09/the-sdgs-the-world-s-post-2015-agenda-creating-the-world-we-want-by-2030.html
http://www.us.undp.org/content/washington/en/home/presscenter/articles/2015/10/29/-the-mdgs-15-years-later-progress-challenges-and-the-role-played-by-undp-us-in-the-development-era.html
http://www.us.undp.org/content/washington/en/home/presscenter/articles/2015/10/29/-the-mdgs-15-years-later-progress-challenges-and-the-role-played-by-undp-us-in-the-development-era.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/mdgoverview/post-2015-development-agenda.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/mdgoverview/post-2015-development-agenda.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/mdgoverview/post-2015-development-agenda.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter/speakers-corner/speakers/haoliang-xu.html
http://www.us.undp.org/content/washington/en/home/presscenter/articles/2015/10/06/undp-s-haoliang-xu-johns-hopkins-presentation-on-global-goals-in-asia-pacific-.html
http://www.asia-pacific.undp.org/
http://www.asia-pacific.undp.org/
http://www.businesscalltoaction.org/
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/ourwork/funding/partners/private_sector/BCTA.html
http://www.us.undp.org/content/washington/en/home/presscenter/articles/2015/08/20/us-based-company-dimaji-joins-undp-s-bcta-to-promote-access-to-healthcare-in-india.html
http://www.us.undp.org/content/washington/en/home/presscenter/articles/2015/08/20/us-based-company-dimaji-joins-undp-s-bcta-to-promote-access-to-healthcare-in-india.html
http://www.us.undp.org/content/washington/en/home/presscenter/articles/2015/09/16/brazil-us-based-company-sambazon-joins-undp-s-bcta-to-trains-amazonians-in-sustainable-forest-management.html
http://www.us.undp.org/content/washington/en/home/presscenter/articles/2015/10/14/undp-bcta-member-envirofit-international-providing-clean-and-affordable-cook-stoves-to-low-income-populations.html
http://www.us.undp.org/content/washington/en/home/presscenter/articles/2015/10/14/undp-bcta-member-envirofit-international-providing-clean-and-affordable-cook-stoves-to-low-income-populations.html
http://www.us.undp.org/content/washington/en/home/presscenter/articles/2015/12/09/undp-bcta-spotlight-lotus-foods-offering-sustainable-agriculture-and-healthy-rice-choice.html
http://www.us.undp.org/content/washington/en/home/presscenter/articles/2015/12/09/undp-bcta-spotlight-lotus-foods-offering-sustainable-agriculture-and-healthy-rice-choice.html
http://www.us.undp.org/content/washington/en/home/presscenter/articles/2015/10/05/nepal-undp-and-microsoft-revolutionizing-disaster-response.html
http://www.np.undp.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3o7IRK9TWEU
http://www.us.undp.org/content/washington/en/home/presscenter/articles/2015/11/25/us-and-undp-promote-access-to-water-and-sanitation-for-all.html
http://www.everydropmatters.org/
http://www.everydropmatters.org/
http://www.us.undp.org/content/dam/washington/docs/IssuePapers/UNDP_US_Water%20September%202014.pdf


 

Civil Society Organizations 

InterAction is the largest alliance of international non-governmental organizations in the 
United States. UNDP provides funding to – and collaborates with – various InterAction 
member organizations that work on development projects. These projects range from 
strengthening women’s political participation in India to supporting victims of gender-based 
violence in Central African Republic.  

READ MORE: InterAction | UNDP Funding Programs through Largest Alliance of U.S. NGOs 

 

 
The American Bar Association (ABA) and UNDP established the International Legal Resource 
Center (ILRC) in 1999 to advocate for democratic governance and the rule of law globally. For 
sixteen years, the project has supported UNDP’s work in developing countries on issues such 
as democratic governance, constitutional reform, and judicial training.  

READ MORE: Highlighting UNDP's Partnership with the American Bar Association | UNDP 
Washington Rule of Law Issue Paper | UNDP Washington Election Assistance Issue Paper | 
UNDP Washington Anti-Corruption Issue Paper 
WildlifeDirect, a Washington DC-based non-governmental organization working on wildlife 
conservation in Kenya, partnered with UNDP to educate local Kenyan women on wildlife 
conservation practices. The project also promotes alternative livelihood of eco- and cultural 
tourism. 

READ MORE: UNDP and DC-Based NGO Work to Empower Women to Conserve Elephants 
| UNDP Tackling Wildlife Crime | UNDP Washington Anti-Poaching Issue Paper 

 

 

UNDP’s Recent Reports 

Human Development Report 2015: Work for Human Development 

The 2015 Human Development Report ‘Work for Human Development’ examines the links, both positive 
and negative, between work and human development in a rapidly changing world. Globalization, 
technological revolution, demographic transitions and many other factors are creating new 
opportunities, but also posing risks. The report examines how the benefits of this new world of work 
are not equally distributed, generating winners and losers. 

READ MORE: Human Development Report | HDR Press Release | Human Development Report 
Office 

 

SDG Goal 16: The Indicators We Want | Virtual Network Sourcebook on Measuring Peace, 

Justice and Effective Institutions 

This report is the outcome of a discussion among experts actively engaged in the design of the 
global monitoring framework for SDG Goal 16: Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions. The Virtual 
Network for the Development of Indicators for Goal 16 brought together governance experts, 
development practitioners, statisticians, UN agencies and civil society organizations to advise on 
the best possible set of indicators for measuring governance, justice, peace and security in the 
Post-2015 development framework. 

READ MORE: Report 
 

http://www.interaction.org/
http://www.us.undp.org/content/washington/en/home/presscenter/articles/2015/10/20/interaction-undp-funding-programs-through-largest-alliance-of-u-s-ngos.html
http://www.us.undp.org/content/washington/en/home/presscenter/articles/2015/08/21/highlighting-undp-s-partnership-with-the-american-bar-association.html
http://www.us.undp.org/content/dam/washington/docs/IssuePapers/UNDP_US_Rule%20of%20Law%20August%202015.pdf
http://www.us.undp.org/content/dam/washington/docs/IssuePapers/UNDP_US_Rule%20of%20Law%20August%202015.pdf
http://www.us.undp.org/content/dam/washington/docs/IssuePapers/UNDP_US_Elections%20Assistance%20October%202015.pdf
http://www.us.undp.org/content/dam/washington/docs/IssuePapers/UNDP_US_Anti-Corruption%20November%202015.pdf
http://wildlifedirect.org/
http://www.us.undp.org/content/washington/en/home/presscenter/pressreleases/2015/11/04/kenya-undp-and-dc-based-ngo-work-to-empower-women-to-conserve-wildlife-.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/ourwork/sustainable-development/natural-capital-and-the-environment/wildlife.html
http://www.us.undp.org/content/dam/washington/docs/IssuePapers/UNDP_US_Anti-Poaching%20November%202015.pdf
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter/events/2015/december/HDR2015.html
http://www.us.undp.org/content/washington/en/home/presscenter/pressreleases/2015/12/14/undp-s-human-development-report-launched-today-address-challenges-and-seize-opportunities-of-the-new-world-of-work-undp-urges-.html
http://hdr.undp.org/en
http://hdr.undp.org/en
http://www.undp.org/content/dam/undp/library/Democratic%20Governance/Virtual%20Network%20on%20Goal%2016%20indicators%20-%20Indicators%20we%20want%20Report.pdf


UNDP Washington: Country and Issue Papers 
 
UNDP WRO regularly publishes papers highlighting UNDP’s work around the world. The WRO has 
recently completed and updated six country papers (Afghanistan, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Libya, 
Pakistan, South Sudan and Somalia), and four issue papers (Education, Election Assistance, Energy, and 
Rule of Law). 

READ MORE: See all UNDP WRO Country and Issue Papers 

 

 

Notable Remarks by UNDP Administrator Helen Clark 

Dec 14, 2015  | Speech: Human Development Report Launch | Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 

Dec 1, 2015    | Statement: Worlds AIDS Day 

Nov 25, 2015 | Statement: International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women 

Nov 24, 2015 | Youth as Partners for Change in the Implementation of Agenda 2030 

Nov 19, 2015 | Ways to Advance a Comprehensive Response to the Global Humanitarian and Refugee Crisis 

Nov 02, 2015 | Regional Conference on Social Development in Latin America and the Caribbean 

Oct 17, 2015  | Statement on the International Day for the Eradication of Poverty 

Sep 25, 2015  | #GlobalGoals Adopted by All UN Member States 

Sep 15, 2015  | Statement for International Day of Democracy 

http://www.us.undp.org/content/dam/washington/docs/CountryPapers/NEW_Papers/UNDP_US_Afghanistan%20September%202015.pdf
http://www.us.undp.org/content/dam/washington/docs/CountryPapers/NEW_Papers/UNDP_US_Bosnia%20and%20Herzegovina%20Sept%202015.pdf
http://www.us.undp.org/content/dam/washington/docs/CountryPapers/NEW_Papers/UNDP_US_Libya%20Oct%202015.pdf
http://www.us.undp.org/content/dam/washington/docs/CountryPapers/NEW_Papers/UNDP_US_Pakistan%20December%202015.pdf
http://www.us.undp.org/content/dam/washington/docs/CountryPapers/NEW_Papers/UNDP_US_South%20Sudan%20December%202015.pdf
http://www.us.undp.org/content/dam/washington/docs/CountryPapers/NEW_Papers/UNDP_US_Somalia%20September%202015.pdf
http://www.us.undp.org/content/dam/washington/docs/IssuePapers/UNDP_US_Education%20February%202014.pdf
http://www.us.undp.org/content/dam/washington/docs/IssuePapers/UNDP_US_Elections%20Assistance%20October%202015.pdf
http://www.us.undp.org/content/dam/washington/docs/IssuePapers/UNDP_US_Energy%20October%202015.pdf
http://www.us.undp.org/content/dam/washington/docs/IssuePapers/UNDP_US_Rule%20of%20Law%20August%202015.pdf
http://www.us.undp.org/content/washington/en/home/partnerships_initiatives/partnership-1-sample/
http://www.us.undp.org/content/washington/en/home/presscenter/speeches/2015/12/14/helen-clark-speech-launch-of-the-2015-human-development-report.html
http://www.us.undp.org/content/washington/en/home/presscenter/speeches/2015/12/01/helen-clark-statement-on-world-aids-day.html
http://www.us.undp.org/content/washington/en/home/presscenter/speeches/2015/11/25/helen-clark-statement-on-international-day-for-the-elimination-of-violence-against-women.html
http://www.us.undp.org/content/washington/en/home/presscenter/speeches/2015/11/24/helen-clark-speech-youth-as-partners-for-change-in-the-implementation-of-agenda-2030.html
http://www.us.undp.org/content/washington/en/home/presscenter/speeches/2015/11/19/helen-clark-statement-to-the-informal-meeting-of-the-general-assembly-on-ways-to-advance-a-comprehensive-response-to-the-global-humanitarian-and-refugee-crisis.html
http://www.us.undp.org/content/washington/en/home/presscenter/speeches/2015/11/02/helen-clark-regional-conference-on-social-development-in-latin-america-and-the-caribbean.html
http://www.us.undp.org/content/washington/en/home/presscenter/speeches/2015/10/17/helen-clark-statement-on-the-international-day-for-the-eradication-of-poverty.html
http://www.us.undp.org/content/washington/en/home/presscenter/speeches/2015/09/25/-globalgoals-adopted-by-all-un-member-states.html
http://www.us.undp.org/content/washington/en/home/presscenter/speeches/2015/09/15/helen-clark-statement-for-international-day-of-democracy.html

