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Arizona win

encourages

bilingual-ed opponents

By Daniel Gonzilez .
The Arizona Republic

Proposition 203’s
landslide victory in Arizona is
energizing opponents of bi-
lingual education across the
country who predict more
states are soon to follow.

“It inspires others to see it
can be done and we are not
alone,” said Rita Montero, a
former member of the Den-
ver Board of Education and a
fierce opponent of bilingual
education.

recent -

Coupled with rising test
scores in California that bi-

lingual education opponents

attribute to a similar anti-
bilingual education measure
that California voters passed
in 1998, Arizona will give
efforts to dismantle bilingual
education in Colorado a boost,
Montero predicted.

In July, the Colorado Su-
preme Court tossed an anti-
bilingual education initiative
off the November ballot be-
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cause it éontained unclear
and misleading wording. The
initiative was similar to the

one embraced by 63 percent -

of Arizona voters on Nov. 7.

Proposition 203 requires
public schools in Arizona. to
end traditional bilingual edu-
cation in favor of placing
immigrant children with
limited English skills in an
intensive one-year English-
immersion program

A new version of the Colo-
rado ballot initiative is ex-
pected to be reintroduced in
2002, Montero. said. By then
Montero expects to see a rise
in test scores in Arizona,
further adding momentum to
the campaign to ban bilingual
education in her state.

But James Crawford, an
author who specializes in the
politics of language, predicts
Proposition 203’s victory in
Arizona will have minimal
impact on bilingual education
programs in other parts of
the country.

“What happened in Arizona
is less likely to make a na-
tional impact than what hap-
pened in California two years
ago because California is
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seen as a trendsetter,” he
said. “The only reason there
(was) an initiative in Arizona
is because Ron Unz put it

‘there. It’s still being pro-

moted by a small number of
right-wing ideologues. This is
not a large popular move-
ment that most people care
about.”

Unz is the Silicon Valley
entrepreneur who bankrolled
anti-bilingual education initia-
tives in both California and
Arizona.

Even so, Proposition 203
seems to be resonating with
bilingual education opponents
in Texas.

“It’s going to have a tre-
mendous impact. What it’s
doing is energizing the people
of Texas that this can be
done, that we can get rid of
bilingual education,” said
April Horner, who hosts a
Spanish-language talk radio
program in Dallas.

The day after Proposition
203 won in Arizona, Horner
interviewed Maria Mendoza
on her show. Mendoza was a
leader of English for the
Children, the group that led
the Arizona campaign.

Horner said the program
was flooded by callers who
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agreed that bilingual educa-
tion was a failure.

“What I heard from listen-
ers is people want their chil-
dren to learn English as
quickly as possible,” she said.

Horner, a native of Mexico
and a certified bilingual
teacher, opposes bilingual ed-
ucation not because she
doesn’t think children should
learn two languages, but be-
cause she believes bilingual
education fails to adequately
teach English to immigrant
children.

Unlike Arizona, California
and Colorado, Texas does not
have a referendum process
allowing citizens to place ini-
tiatives like Proposition 203
on the ballot.

Until now, Texas has been
considered a bilingual educa-
tion stronghold, but that
could change, Horner said. Fo
end or restrict bilingual edu-
cation in Texas would require
a vote by the state Legisla-
ture, something lawmakers
there have av01ded Horner
said.

“This has been a tabdo
subject for a very long time
in Texas,” Horner said. “But
after what has happened first
in California and then in
Arizona, people have been
feeling more comfortable
talking about it.” &

Rosalie Porter, an ardent
critic of bilingual education
in Massachusetts, also kept
close tabs on Arizona’s initia-
tive. Porter earned a doctor-
ate in bilingual education and
taught it for years before
souring on the method. Stlll
she said she considers meas-
ures like Proposition 203 tco
extreme.

“I would rather see a modi-
fication of the existing state
law than a complete over-
throw,” she said.

Unz, meanwhile, has been
crisscrossing the country
marshaling forces to mount
attacks on bilingual education
in other parts of the country,
especially in New York City,
where bilingual education has
increasingly come under fire.
At a hearing in New York,
however, Unz was reportedly
heckled with shouts of “Let
him go back to .California”

and “Go home.”

Unz said he hopes the
back-to-back votes in Califor-
nia and now Arizona will
create a domino effect top-
pling bilingual education in
other bilingual education
strongholds such as Illinois
and Massachusetts. But ulti-
mately, Unz said he would
like to see support for bi-
lingual education cut off at
the federal level.

After Proposition 203’s vic-
tory in Arizona, Unz sent out
an e-mail lamenting the lack
of politicians willing to back
anti-bilingual education meas-
ures, and expressing hope
that will change.

“Perhaps at some point,
some politicians will begin to
see the light,” Unz wrote.
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Voters to decide on bilingual ed

By Howard Fischer
CAPITOL MEDIA SERVICES

PHOENIX — The future of
bilingual education is now in the
hands of Arizona voters.

Foes of bilingual education
filed pefitions yesterday with
about 165,000 signatures in sup-
port of a plan to scrap the pro-
gram and force all educators to
teach only in English.

The signature total is far more
than the 106,762 necessary to
qualify for the Nov. 7 ballot.

The campaign, financed so far
by Californian Ron Unz, who
pushed through a similar pro-
gram there, proposes that stu-
dents who enter schools without

BILINGUAL
Voters to decide

on programs’
future in Arizona

Continued from Page Al
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average high school senior from a
home where English is not spoken
has been in bilingual education or
in programs teaching English as a
second language more than eight
years. = ¢ i

Despite that, John Petrovic, a re-
searcher with the Center for Bilin-
gual Education, said that in the
years before bilingual education 60
percent of Spanish-speaking young-
sters never graduated from Tucson
schools. Now, he said, that figure is
only 10 percent. = |

State ‘Sen. Joe Eddie Lopez, D-
Phoenix, had his own explanation
for the failure of many bilingual pro-
grams: lack of proper funding and
allowing courses to be taught by
teachers who are not certified bilin-
gual instructors.

Backers of the initiative said they
believe students would be better
served by teaching them in English
from the first day they are in Ari-
zona schools.

“There are thousands of parents
out there who are already dissatis-
fied with bilingual education,” said
Ayala. “But they had no voice.”

3
o

being fluent in English be placed
in oneyear “structured English
immersion” courses while contin-
uing their regular course work.

Despite that wording, Margaret
Garcia Dugan, a leader of the

He said laws that allow parents to
“gpt out” of bilingual programs for
their children are insufficient.

“The option exists in the statutes
only; it doesn't exist in practice at
all,” Ayala said. He said none of the
thousands of parents his organiza-
tion spoke with said they had a real-
istic option to remove their children
from bilingual programs.

Beyond that, he said, there is
proof that students in elementary

grades “can learn a second language classroom.”

as easily and as quickly as they can
learn a first language.”

Bilingual education actually
takes several forms in Arizona.

bilingual education. Bus
they had no voice.’
Hector Ayala, high school teact

home where we learn culture, it's in

Graham Keegan supports the goal of

o k . quickly as possible.
Some districts provide fulltime Schilling, her chief of policy and|

English for the Children Cam-
paign and principal of Glendale
High School, said youngsters who
need more than a year's worth of
help would get it.

Hector Ayala, a Tucson high

Ayala brushed aside questions of
whether scrapping these programs
has the additional effect of separat-
ing new students from foreign coun-
tries from their culture. )

“Loss of language and loss of cul-
ture becomes a political issue,” he
said.

“Tt's not an academic issue. It's at

our neighborhood where we learn,
culture, not in the American school!

. State School Superintendent Lisa

getting kids to learn English as
But John

_ gmbe Arizona Datly Star

in Arizona

" school teacher, said the move-

ment comes from a growing belief
that the only people benefitting
from existing bilingual programs
are the teachers and administra-
tors whose programs receive spe-
cial funding. He said students lan-
guish in bilingual programs for
years, never fully learning Eng-
lish.

Statistics from the state Depart-
ment of Education seem to bear
that out. .

A 1999 study showed that only 4
percent of the more than 112,000
students in bilingual education
programs learned enough to join
mainstream classes. And the

X
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academic instruction in students’ planning, said Keegan opposes the,

native language to‘'ensure they are jnitiative itself, saying the solution |
learning math, science and other to the lower scores of students from! !
skills even th(')ugh they are not yet non-English-speaking homes :
fluent in English. Others teach Eng- more complex than the plan on the

ballot. - S

lish as a second language.
The Tucson and Sunnyside school

districts use mainly bilingual and gyjts from the 1998 California

: pro-
bicultural programs. The state De- gram are “promising” but cautioned
partment of Education found those jt may be difficult to draw conclu-
students consistently perform better gjons after only two years.

on standardized tests than counter-
parts from districts where English
is taught as a second language.
There is a price to be paid for that,
though: In Tucson, fewer than 30
percent of the students whose skills
were reassessed after four years
were judged to be English- profi-
cient. That compares with statewide
figures that show 75 percent of stu-
dents in all types of programs were
proficient after four years.

is

Schilling said the higher test re-

Dave Castelan / Staff
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Drive to put
issue on ballot

By Daniel Gonzalez
~ The Arizona Republic

A battle is brewing over
the future of bilingual educa-
tion in Arizona.

On -one side are opponents
of bilingual education, many
of them Hispanics who be-
lieve Arizona’s 30-year-old
system is a sham that inhibits
immigrant children from
learning English and places
them on the road to educa-
tional and economic failure.

“English is the language of
opportunity,” said Hector
Ayala, a Tucson English
teacher born in Mexico who
is co-chairman of a campaign
to abolish bilingual education
in the state. -

On the other side are sup-
porters who concede that bi-
lingual education may have
some faults but maintain that
educating immigrant children
in two languages is the best
way to teach them to speak
English without sacrificing
their native language. Bilin-
gual education also best pre-
pares - them for the global
marketplace, supporters say.

On Tuesday, opponents sub-
mitted - petitions bearing

See DRIVE | Page A12
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;165,000 signatures to the sec-
i retary of state supporting a
"Nov. 7 ballot initiative to
; scrap bilingual education in
»‘Arizona and replace it with a
= one-year English immersion
~program for non-English
~speaking students. Propo-
- nents need 101,000 valid sig-
» natures of registered voters.
-~ About 50 educators, par-
»ents and children, most of
ithem Hispanic, went to the
: state Capitol to show their
= support for the anti-bilingual
educatlon ballot initiative.
. They carried bilingual signs
'that said, “English for the
* children,” in Spanish and En-
« glish.
' The campaign is being fi-
nanced by millionaire Ron
Unz of California, who after
+ orchestrating the dismantling
. of bilingual education in his
. home state in 1998, has
~ shifted his focus to Arizona
+ and elsewhere. Unz has said
" he would like to organize an
anti-bilingual education effort
- in New York City.
»»« On Tuesday, Unz said he
as contributed $100,000 to

T

the anti-bilingual education
campaign in Arizona. In Cali-
fornia, he said, test scores
improved “dramatically” af-
ter bilingual education was
scrapped.

But John Petrovic, a re-

searcher at Arizona State
University’s Center for Bi-
lingual Education and Re-
search, said the assertion
that English  immersion
works better than bilingual
education is “a lie.”

Research indicates that
students with limited English
skills attending bilingual-edu-
cation programs consistently
outperform their peers in
English immersion programs,
Petrovic said.

What's more, Petrovic said,
the majority of immigrant
children in Arizona already
are placed in English im-
mersion programs, not bi-
lingual education.

State Sen. Joe Eddie Lopez,
D-Phoenix, a bilingual-educa-
tion supporter, said oppo-
nents have wrongly blamed
bilingual education for the
high drop-out rate among
Hispanics.

“If you are going to lay
blame, you should lay blame
on English immersion be-
cause only between 5 and 7
percent (of limited English-
speaking children) are ac-
tually in bilingual education,”
Lopez said.

Lopez further character-
ized the anti-bilingual educa-
tion campaign as a
xenophobic movement that
seeks to capitalize on the
fears and anxieties about
Hispanics trying to succeed

in the United States.

“I think it is an extension
of an English-only movement
by Anglos somehow afraid
that Americans are going to
lose part of their culture,”
Lopez said.

But Ayala, an English
teacher at Cholla High School
in Tucson, said Hispanic par-
ents are fed up with bilingual
education.

“The most common com-
plaint that we heard from the
parents was that bilingual
teachers promised them that
their kids would learn to
speak Spanish and -English
perfectly,” Ayala said. “The
reality was that their kids
were dropping out in the
ninth and tenth grade of high
school because they weren't
learning English.”

Ayala said he is proof that
English immersion is better
for immigrant children.
When he .was 9, his family
moved to Arizona from No-
gales, Sonora. He never lost
his ability to speak Spanish,
despite attending English-on-
ly classes.

Retaining his native lan-
guage, Ayala said, “was my
folks’ responsibility, not
American schools.”

Ayala acknowledged that
bilingual education some-
times works.

“But that’s not what we
want,” he said. “We want
unqualified success, and bi-
lingual education has never
been able to do that.”

Reach the reporter at
Daniel.Gonzalez@Arizona
Republic.com or (602) 444-8312.
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Bﬂjnguél programs failing

ominique Chavez can’t tell
her daughter’s story without
crying. It happens when the
30-year-old single mother wonders
_whether an educational program that
was supposed to brighten the child’s
future might actually dim it.

Her daughter, Sarena, 10, can’t
read or write as well as other fifth-
graders. She scores below grade lev-
el and attends a special reading
group. She finds social studies diffi-
cult because of “all the-big words.”
Shy and unassertive, she lacks con-
fidence.

Chavez is terrified. She began to
worry when Sarena was a second-
grader at Clarendon Elementary.

“We were driving. | was pointing
to billboards and asking her what
they said,” recalled Chavez.

“She didn’t know. Then, I real-

“ized: ‘Oh God, something’s wrong.
She doesn’t know how to read.” ”

When Chavez confronted officials
at Clarendon, they told her to “be
patient” but didn’t offer any reason

.for Sarena’s troubles. Chavez sus-
pects that she knows the reason. But
she hesitates to say it out loud. Her
father raised her never to see herself
as a victim. - :

Still, Chavez has slowly become
convinced that Sarena has indeed
been victimized. And the culprit 1s
bilingual education.

- Sarena, who speaks only English,
was roped into the program in Kin-
dergarten. That happened, her
mother later learned from a teacher,
because of the girl’s Spanish sur-
name, Marquez. Sarena remained in
bilingual classes, much of which
were taught in Spanish, through the
second grade. She then returned to
the mainstream, where she has
struggled. She now attends Mensen-
dick Elementary School.

“She was robbed of the most im-
portant years of her life,” Chavez
said. ~

Bilingual educators talk about
how “the research™ proves that
teaching non-English-speaking stu-

RUBEN NAVARRETTE JR.

The Arizona Republic

dents in native languages works.
They do not talk about casualties
such as Sarena Marquez.

Nor do they like to talk about an
April report by the state Department
of Education which found that only
2.8 percent of Limited English Pro-
ficient students had, in 1996-97,
learned enough English to re-enter
the mainstream.

Meanwhile, Hispanic parents in
Tucson want an end to bilingual ed-
ucation in Arizona. They favor an
initiative such as California’s Propo-
sition 227. The initiative, passed by
voters in June, requires that students
be placed in all-English classrooms.
A subversive reform, it also reverses
the existing power structure in edu-
cation by giving parents such as
Dominique Chavez veto power over
their children’s placement in bilin-
gual instruction.

Members of the Tucson group
have persuaded the sponsors of the
“English for the Children™ initiative
to help them launch something simi-
lar in Anizona. That launch may be
imminent.

Ron Unz, who spearheaded
Prop. 227, said last week that he is
prepared to file an Arizona initiative
with the Secretary of State’s Office
as soon as early December. If
enough signatures are collected, the
issue probably will be decided in
2000.

New polls suggest that many An-
zonans alreadv have decided. A poll

last month by the Behavioral Re-
search Center found that a 227-type
initiative was supported by 69.7 per-
cent of respondents.

The Legislature, which hates to
be outperformed by initiatives, will
get into the act when it reconvenes
in January. A House bill sponsored
by Rep. Laura Knaperek, R-Tempe,
would cut off funding for bilingual
programs after three years. A Senate
bill sponsored by Sen. Joe Eddie
Lopez, D-west Phoenix, would n-
crease bilingual funding and require
districts to hire only credentialed
teachers.

The status-quo Lopez bill shows
how tone-deaf Hispanic leaders are
to the screams of their constituents.

Screams like those of Dominique
Chavez, whose daughter now suffers
from a stunted sense of possibility.

When Chavez asked Sarena
whether she might like to join an
acting class, she said that she
couldn’t because she “can’t read.”
When asked what she wants to be
when she grows up, Sarena says she
wants to open a nail-polishing salon.

Those self-imposed limits trouble
Chavez. An executive with
Sprint/Paranet, she’s willing to pay
for a private tutor to help her daugh-
ter make up lost ground.

The 10-year-old doesn’t know
much about politics and ballot ini-
tiatives and worthless politicians.
What she does know is that teachers
do important work.

That might explain her choice for
a backup career. If the nail thing
doesn’t work out, Sarena wants to
be a kindergarten teacher.

“I'd like to teach kids how to
read,” she said. “Because if they
don’t know how, when they get
older, they’ll struggle.”

Now if we can just get bilingual
enthusiasts to stop acting like chil-
dren and start thinking like them.

Ruben Navanefte Jr. can be reached at
444-4977 or at ruben.navarrette@pni.com
via e-mail.




Some claim
bilingual
class tough
to get out of

By MARISA SAMUELSON

Some parents and their advo-
cates say they must scramble to get
children out of bilingual programs
in Tucson Unified School District,
despite claims by the district that
it’s easy to opt out.

“They should explain to parents
what is happening,” said Maria
Mendoza, a private advocate for

parents who
m has challenged
© TUSD denies that  district bilin-
admissions to gual place-
bilingual programs ~ ments. “(The
are based on students) . are
students’ Spanish  like little pris-
*Surnames;:- -« oners.” o
® Procedure for District of-
removing your child ficials  say
from bilingual that’s  simply
programs at TUSD. not tIlil’e case.
: “If a parent
Stories, 6A it Tt

their child in bilingual education,
it's as easy as writing a letter,” said
Leonard Basurto, director of bilin-
gual education and Hispanic stud-
ies.

But parent Amparo Martinez
said she had a hard time pulling
her 7-year-old son from a bilingual
program at Lynn/Urquides Ele-
mentary School, 1573 W. Ajo Way.

Her son, first-grader Daniel
Martinez, was placed in a bilingual
class when he entered the TUSD
school in kindergarten.

Amparo Martinez, who speaks
little English, said she tried to get
her son out of the program last
year, but didn’t know how.

She said she doesn’t think bilin-
gual classes are necessary because
her older sons, ages 19 and 15, who
also attended TUSD schools, never
were placed in them.

“They speak English perfectly
and went on to graduate and do
well for themselves,” Martinez
said.

She said she wanted more proof,
so she signed up as a parent aide to
observe her son’s kindergarten.

“I was told by the principal that
they were teaching him 45 minutes
a day in English, but that's not
what was happening,” Martinez
said. “The only time they used
English was for the flag salute.”

At registration this year, Marti-
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forms:
student leamed to speak?
most often by the student?

speaks?

SELECTION PROCESS

Here’s how students are select-
ed for bilingual education programs
in Tucson Unified School District.
The following questions are posed to
parents on student registration

e What is the first language the
e \What is the language -spoken

@ What is the language most of-
ten spoken in the student's home,
regardless of what the student

If a parent answers “Spanish” to
any question, the district tests the
child for English proficiency. Results
determine whether the child is placed
in a bilingual education program.

Officials denj surnames are basis of placement

By MARISA SAMUELSON
Citizen Staff Writer

TUSD administrators deny
that their schools base admis-
sions to bilingual programs on
students’ Spanish surnames.

Some district parents said
they’ve heard rumors that stu-
dents are put into bilingual class-
es solely based on that criterion.

“The decision to put a student
in (a) bilingual program is based
on test scores,” said Leonard
Basurto, the district’s director of
bilingual education and Hispanic
studies. “The determination is
based strictly on their English
proficiency.

“We, as educators, determine

the needs of the students. It is not
done (based) on Spanish sur-
names. We have a very, very spe-
cific policy in TUSD.”

All principals, counselors and
teachers are trained on how to
decide who goes into bilingual
programs, he said.

District officials are prompted
to test a child according to a par-
ent’s answer in Spanish to one of
three questions on school regis-
tration forms.

“The questions do not deter-
mine placement. They only de-
termine if students are taking the
test,” Basurto said.

“Once we test them, if the stu-

- dents score below the standard,

then they are enrolled” in bilin-

gual programs.

Parents are also asked to an-
swer“yes” or “no” to: “If bilin-
gual and/or English as a second
language instruction is recom-
mended, I want my son/daughter
to participate.”

However, even if a parent an-
swers “no” to that question, and
the child is determined suitable
for bilingual education, a school
still places him in bilingual class-
es.

If the parent is still dissatis-
fied, he must write a letter re-
questing the child be removed
from the classes and set up a con-
ference with district officials.

It's a three-part process that
Basurto defends.

“I think it’s really an attempt
to protect students’ rights to an
equal learning opportunity,” he
explained.

“My experience is that par-
ents thank me. They seem to be
appreciative that we take these-
precautions.”

Lorraine Aguilar, a member of
the Independent Citizens' Com-
mittee, which deals with district
issues, said she sympathized with
parents questioning placement.

“The district’s doors are open,
but it’s really hard to change all
the cultural problems,” she said.

Aguilar said she would like the
citizen committee to take a role
“where parents came to us” with
complaints or problems.




Opting out of TUSD biiingual
classes is difficult, some say

Continued from 1A

nez was determined to get her son
into “regular classes.” It was then,
she says, school officials told her of
the district’s policy: A letter re-
questing the change must be writ-

ten, followed bLy:a-conference, be- s
tween the parent and school offi-

cials.

Intimidated by “the system,”
Martinez said a friend recom-
mended a woman who could help
her.

Martinez contacted Mendoza,
who interpreted for Martinez and
attended the parent-principal
r{)eet'mg with her.

= Mendoza was one of three plain-
tiffs who in 1978, successfully sued
TUSD in federal court to establish
desegregation programs in the dis-
frict.

She also is co-founder of Eng-
lish for the Children - Arizona,
which wants to dismantle bilingual
education in the state.

Program not always explained

Mendoza, who has observed the
district’s adherence to desegrega-
tion stipulations for 20 years, said
school officials don’t always ex-
plain to parents how their children
are selected for bilingual programs
or how they can be taken out of
them.

. According to district policy,
TUSD “shall not admit a student to
a bilingual instructional program
without specific parental permis-
sion. No student shall be admitted
to such a program without an ex-
planation of the nature of the pro-
gram and the available options.”

Lorraine Aguilar, one of 17
members of the Independent Citi-
zens’ Committee, said parents
could use help dealing with the
system. The purpose of the ICC is
to monitor the district’s compliance
with the stipulations of the suit’s
settlement.

The committee is charged with
reviewing TUSD’s 33 desegrega-
tion schools and submitting an an-
nual report to the court and the dis-
trict governing board. Bilingual ed-
ucation has been a side issue to de-
segregation for decades.

Aguilar said she doesn’t want to
dismantle bilingual education, but

believes Mendoza is a good re-
source for parents who feel caught

_in a bureaucracy.

It was positive “that people like
Maria Mendoza are helping to
open those doors,” Aguilar said.
“(Some parents) have a hard time.

“They are not knocking” either
because of their culture or because
they are “not well-to-do,” she said.

Dissatisfied with ‘system’

Teresa Garcia, 36, who has a
daughter at Keen Elementary,
3538 E. Ellington Place, said she
was afraid to deal with the system.

Garcia cannot speak English,
but said she wants her daughter to.

Beatriz Garcia, a first-grader,
was assigned to the bilingual pro-
gram at Keen when she registered
last year for kindergarten.

“I want my daughter to be able
to go to college,” Garcia said, and
for her to do that, knowing English
is essential.

Garcia said she visited her
daughter’s classroom last year and
observed that children were not
being taught English. This prompt-
ed her to “fight” to get Beatriz out
of the program before school began
last week.

Garcia said she approached
school officials a few times, but
didn’t receive a response.

Frustrated, she enlisted Mendo-
za’s help. By week’s end and before
school started Aug. 17, Beatriz was
assigned to a non-bilingual class-
room.

“Without (Mendoza), I wouldn’t
have been able to get her out (of bi-
lingual classes),” Garcia said. “She
understands the politics and how
the district works.”

Garcia said her daughter is do-
ing fine in an English-only class-
room. -

“She can already read it a bit,”
Garcia said. “Right now her brain
is like a sponge.”

Proponents defend policy
TUSD’s Basurto said he was un-
_aware some parents in the district
found it difficult to remove their
children from bilingual programs.

“I can’t remember ever getting °

that complaint in my office,” he
said.

He said the number of rejection
letters from parents who don’t
want their children in bilingual
programs is minimal — about 12 a
year. |

- He defended the district’s poli- |
cy.
“I think it's not too cumbersome |
or too many steps,” Basurto said. |

chure describing the bilingual edi:-
cation instructional program,” th:
manual says.

It also states that “the schools
shall make a reasonable effort to
provide written communications in
the primary language of the par-
ents when 15 percent or irioré of
the students speak the same lan-
guage other than English.”

“We are doing everything we

“If parents are going to turn down | can so that principals are following
a program, they need to know what | the comprehensive plan,” TUSD’s

' they are getting in exchange.”

He said that is why school offi-
cials request parents to attend a
conference.

Alejandra Sotomayor, president

-of the Tucson Association for Bilin-

gual Education, said parents also
have the option to write letters of
rejection in Spanish if they are not
comfortable with English.

“They can say, ‘Yo no quiero
que mi hijo este en educacion
bilingiie’ or ‘I don’t want my child
in bilingual education,” ”
Sotomayor said.

Keen parent Carmen Acevedo
concurred that it wasn’t “that diffi-
cult” to remove her daughter, Na-
talia, from a bilingual program be-
fore school started.

“They only asked me for a let-
ter,” Acevedo said.

Her daughter is in a main-
stream English classroom at the el-
ementary school.

Acevedo, who does not speak
English, said her daughter brought

‘only homework in Spanish home

last year.

“I want her to learn English. For
Spanish, I can teach her at home,”
she said.

More explaining needed

Mendoza said school officials of-
ten don’t makethe effort to explain
things to parents.

“They don’t tell (parents) how |
it’s done. They only tell them how |
long it will take and how teachers |
are qualified,” she said. '

Developed in 1993, TUSD’s
Comprehensive Plan for Bilingual
Education has a section outlining
the district’s role in explaining the
bilingual program to parents.

“The school shall produce a bro-

| Basurto said.

But, he said only some district

| schools actually provide a bro-

chure for parents.

The plan also calls on the Bilin-
gual Education and Hispanic Stud-
ies Department to develop a “video
in English and Spanish describing
bilingual education instructional
programs in TUSD.”

But, “the video has vet to be de-
veloped,” Basurto said. “It’s some-
thing still in progress.

“Eventually there are things

| you can’t get to immediately.”

Basurto affirmed his depart-
ment’s commitment to “continue to
improve” communication with par-
ents,

Suspicions of process

But parents Acevedo and Garcia
said they were suspicious of the
district’'s methods for selecting
children for bilingual classes be-
cause officials never fully ex-
plained the admission policy.
These parents’ doubts are fueled
by rumors that at some schools stu-
dents are selected based solely on
Spanish surnames, the two said.

The district says its policy is not
to put students into bilingual class-
es based on Spanish surnames, al-
though Basurto admitted this hap-
pened at one Southwest Side mid-
dle school. _

“We found one case where we
made some mistakes, where the
principal had told a counselor in-

| correctly” to do that, he said.

He refused to name the school.
Basurto said school officials found
out about the error on the first day
of registration and had it corrected.

education programs, they must;

son/daughter to participate.”
e Write a letter to the schoal principal,
lingual programs.

mainsiream classes.
Source: Tucson Unified School District

How to remove your child from TUSD bilingual programs
If parents don't want their child in Tucson Unified School District bilingual

e Check “no” to this question on the district's registration form: “If bilingual
and/or English as a second language instruction is recommended, | want my

asking that the child be placed in non-bi-

e The principal, aiong with district officials, will schedule a conference with the
parents to discuss the merits of bilingual education. _
® |f parents still choose against bilingual education, the child will be placed in




The Arizona Daily Star

Tucson, Sunday, August 2, 1998

Statewide push
to kill bilingual.

Page One

-

4.
q

education gains

By Sarah Tully Tapia
The Anzona Daily Star

There’s talk of a voter initia-
tive to stop bilingual education,
and much of it is in Spanish.

Ten Tucson people - most
Spanish-speakers, about half of
them educators — started a move-
ment to fight bilingual education
about six weeks ago.

Since then, English for the
Children Arizona has gained
members in Glendale and Nogal-
es — as well as the interest of a
millionaire who backed a suc-
cessful Cahfomla proposition on
the same issue. ~

Walking door-to-door in the
neighborhood behind southside
Wakefield Middle School last
week, members of the group
found support among Spanish-
speaking parents who think
schools need to try harder to
teach their children English.

Maria Orendain, who has three
girls in Wakefield and Hollinger
Elementary School, said she
would prefer her children learn
more English so they can teach
her. Her oldest daughter can
hardly speak English.

“I told (the school officials)
that I want my children to learn
more English,” Orendain told
Maria Mendoza, a founding mem-
ber of the local group.

A few doors down, resident
Maria Irene Yanes said she sup-
ports bilingual education for her
three children, but admits she fa-
vors more English in the schools.

After moving here from Mexi-
co three years ago, she has no-
ticed that her 9-year-old boy is
learning English faster than her

oldest daughter, Berenice, %o
Jjust graduated from Pueblo High
Magnet School. However, Bereni-
ce made all A grades in one year
of bilingual classes and two years
of all-English courses. She has a
scholarship to Pima Commupity
College, where she plans to ‘tike
reading and language classes. v :
Down the road, neighbdr
Manuela Borchardt said she Be:
i;eves in English-oniy eclucatufn
“‘Spanish, you learn at honw""
Borchardt said. - o
English for the Children Arifs:
na hopes to eliminate bllmgunl
education - the main method
used for limited-English studests
in Sunnyside and Tucson uniffed
school districts - and replacetit
with one year of English :.mmer—
sion.

Meeting with legislators

Members have met with legis-
lators and Lisa Graham Keegan,
state Superintendent of Public In-
struction.

They were visited last month
by Ron Unz, the Orange County
software millionaire who is the
father of California’s Propositior
227. Mendoza called him soon af-
ter the California effort passed
June 2.

Arizona's effort is the first he
has considered helping, a.lthcmgh
he has spoken with others in Col
orado, Texas, Washington a.nct
New York.

Unz said in a recent phone in-
terview he made no formal com-
mitment but is interested becduse!
of the group's organization, -asg
well as Arizona's number of limit«

See BILINGUAL, Page 48

Sarah Prall,
Maria Orendain wants to learn English from her children
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ed-English students and the
state's proximity to California.
“There's a very good chance
that we will help these people fi-
nancially,” Unz said.
Unz's support could give the

= group the funding needed for a

statewide effort, said member
Hector Ayala.

The campaign for California's
so-called “‘Unz Initiative”” cost
about $1.2 million, Unz said. The
law goes into effect today, since
a federal judge refused to block
it last month.

The 9th U.S. Circuit of Ap-
peals upheld that ban on Friday.

English for the Children Arizo-
na has yet to organize formally
or take out petitions. It can start
collecting the needed 113,000
signatures in November for a bal-
lot measure in 2000.

But members are
busy.
They held four meetings and
five times went into southside
neighborhoods to knock on
doors.

They maintain bilingual educa-
tion is holding children back by
teaching them in Spanish. TUSD,
known nationwide as the ‘‘cradle
of bilingual education,” has failed
in the past 30 years, they say.

Bilingual educators say limit-
ed-English students learn best
when they are taught basic con-
tent in their primary language
and use more English as time
goes on.

English is used from day one,
said Leonard Basurto, TUSD bi-
lingual education director. It
takes five to seven years to mas-
ter a language, bilingual educa-
tion experts say.

Foes of bilingual education
contend they are not against im-
migrants or bilingualism, but
want parents to have a say in
their children’s education, Ayala
said.

Members hear horror stories
about parents who are intimidat-
ed into keeping their children in
bilingual classes, children who
can't read and students who are
labeled as limited-English so the
district can collect an extra $156
a year per child in subsidies.

already

The key members are Mendo-
za and Ayala.

Mendoza was the main His-
panic plaintiff in the class-action
TUSD desegregation lawsuit, re-
sulting in a 1978 court order to
improve minorities’ education.
She would prefer an intensive
English phonics program, rather
than the bilingual education she
protested in the 1970s.

Ayala, who has taken master
bilingual education classes, is an
English teacher at Cholla High
Magnet School, which receives
students from bilingual schools.
He said his ninth-graders come
with low skills in both languages,
forcing him to order elementary-
level books such as “‘Charlotte’s
Web.”

Spanish is the first language
for Mendoza and Ayala, who was
born in Mexico. They both
learned English through immer-
sion in U.S. schools.

In arguing against bilingual
education, members use an often
quoted figure from a recent De-
partment of Education report
that says 2.7 percent of limited-
English students passed the tests
required to go into mainstream
English classes in 1996-97.

The group's brochure states
those students are in bilingual
education. The report says some-
thing different.

The report lumps all limited-
English students together, no
matter what program they are
taking. That means some are in
the English courses that the
group favors; others are in bilin-
gual education or nothing.

The report also states that stu-
dents in bilingual programs out-
performed on standardized tests
other students who took English

'as a Second Language.

The members also use those
standardized test scores to back
their opinion, showing that 19 of
20 lowest-scoring TUSD schools
use bilingual education.

Basurto said those schools’
test scores are lower primarily
because they are in poorer neigh-
borhoods

“Even among dominant Eng-
lish speakers, you will find that
those schools in low socicecos
nomic neighborhoods also have
the lowest scores on achievement
tests,” Basurto said.






