FRAT ERNAL CRITICISMS CONTINUED .

h’Tbn the previcus two pages are reprinted articles irom Republican News -
dealing with the issue of kids/vandalimm and truancy in the bcounties.

The articles *Truancy in our schools'and *Fianna code of honourt{code of
the junior wing of the provisionals=boyslgives us a glimpse of the attithde
amongst sections of the republican movement towards the problems of kidse
The reply-"Fraternal criticisms from supporters of the movement"was written
by a member of B'ham Gay Liberation front(GLF)together with a member of Brum
- |Big Flane,

There is certainly a great deal of o - debate within Big -
Flame,centred around How/and gn what basis we should rajise criticisnms of
= | those fighting Britis h inperdalism in Ireland.{See also 'Notes on Ireland!
this bulletin?« , ) ) ,
I hope the article will tidy up a few loose ends around that dilema and that
it wil 1 hopefully stimulate more contributions and/or constructive critici-

-sms frem other comrades to papers like Republican news and An Phoblacht.
SEND CONTRIBUTIONS VIA BRUM it '

Cne other thing i hope the rep news article stimulates is the need for

Big Flame to take a much closer look at the struggles of kids.

Rather than leaving it there,i thought i'd add some of my own and other
PGC:IEleS‘ observations on this 10118' forgutten subject..-a-n..n".........-.

THE NEEDS AND STRUGGLES OF YOUTH

I think we should start by looking at the class make-up of Big Flame
and cther revolutionary socialist organisatihons.Ilt must be made
clear that a great proportion of cadres from these organisations,
including our own,(though mainly young)are from backgrounds other

at than Working class.l'm not being hostile to having such comrades

in the organisation,far from it-i% would_be stupid to suggest it.

Middle class comrades and our academic comrades(and we have a fair ..
few)have a vital role to play in the working class struggle.

-But remairineg on the subject of youth in generalk;and in particular
working class youth,i think its high time we put ourselves on the
spot-and . tried to find some answers to these pretty obvious
questions;

- L.Why the vast majority of working class kiQS dop't join oxr look
-towards revolutionary soeialist organisations/ideas ?

2.%When they do join,or deeclop an attatchment to our politics
Why is it? (Definately . not because we've taken seriously
the problems and struggles most close to thelr hearts).

. If we're honest with ourselves,we'd sce that there has been little

consistant work(theory or practice)by revolutionary organisations
around the question of " . young people, their oppredsion as
. s;and their needs as young people. '

AN FMOTIONAL ATTATEHMENT TO COMMUNISM

It takes a hell of a lot for a working class kid to develop any
sort of emotional attatchment to communist ideas,let alone take
(what would be an immense step for them)and join a group that is
actually fighting for these idcas.And thercs one good recason for
thisjRevolutionary socialist have rarely taken the struggles of
these kids seriously and have subsequently never really l.wxted at
the real and immense day to day struggles these same kids go .
through in the school/youth club/i% the family/on the streets.
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The only timc kids problems come to the fore with these people

is when thc kids frustrations explode,and they'wag'sechool,go
niecking round the shops,vandalisc propcrity etec ete cte,.

Its not just thc republican movement who arce in a dilema over how
to react to these actions.Therc. is utter confusion amongst English
revolutionarys too. . : L : ~

~All they can offcr is bhetter facilitics for schools WHICH SMACKS
of shecr reformism anghow-maybe not to an ‘adult'~but to the

 kids definately.To the kids school is prison,they're not really
interested in wether the cuts are lcaving them with less,pencils -
rulers{or “tecachers even)-in :fact from the, point of view of the R

oppression kids face ih school, they probably wclcome 4 as a ‘
of giving them a bit morc scope T0 _get Outb Of sSchool worEJI?EEax .
easier ‘to pilay about 1f thcres less teachers around to control ¥ou.

Perhaps we should attack government cuts in prison buildingi!l

(if it cver happened).But all of thesc contredictions are there
for the picking-and why?..Becausc any perspectives on education,
even from the-so called'revolutionary left'has neéver been orient- -
ated towards the kids needs,but have been geared instcad towards

parcen®® Ent seacac¥Ts.As long as the revolutionary left orientates
" . towards parents and tcachers and waves away the oppression
kids faec at the hands of both(tcachers and parcnts),then our
educational polities will invariably be rcactionary and rooted
more in the intercst of the bosscs and capital than the working
class.And i don't think i've overstatcd the ease at all.

We rightly try to comc to terms with the oppression of women hy
men.Not with abstract slogans about thc'unity of malc and female
working class’-cause thats bullshit-its just waveing away the
oppression of women by men with a slogan.

As we tried to say in the rep news article(but it was misprinted) -
There will hc no socialism without an end to youths oppression ag -
there will be no cnd to youths oppression without soecialism.The
‘point i'm making is thisjagce—ism is as rampant,and as equally
reactionary as scxism or racism.Therce no hiding it away for the
sake of some falscunity'.

OQur old chums-I.S. are experts at this.Having ditched for some
reason thc old Rebel youth peper,they now often speak about these
fantastic schools of thc fature run by teacher/parent committees,

Oh yes,ncarly forgot,plus school kids AS WELL(sometimesiil).
CHILDREN-SFEN AND NOT HEARD "

There arc exccptions from this attitude-the odd individual may

get a half decent article in S.W or Red Weekly or(darc i say it)

Big Flame,. on some kids struggle,perhaps once in a blue moon

but even then its looked mpon as somcthing of secondary importance, -
or in. our case"something we'll have to discuss onc of these days?
Well comrades theres no time like the present!

Kids struggleo-class strwggle . -

So its not really suprising,givin the situation’ =~ kids are
in-that when ~ - kids have got together to fight for their needs

and interests,in an organised way,thet they have been easilly
stepped on/diverted/or simply left to fizzle oubt., ‘

In this climate it becomes so bloody difficult to relate their
experience to the overall class struggle(as portrayed by the left)
So the contradictions mount up,and alongside the kids simplistic
urge for frccdom and control over their own lives comes the
irrational and reactionary urgc to‘grow up' and be 'adult'-where
they can exercise some control,. ...z invariably over someconc else
(most certainly’their owh/or!someonc clses'kids).




ITf its difficult for us as revolutionary socialists to relate kids
oppression and struggles to the struggle of the working class as a
wholcathen think how difficult it is for the kid to come to terms
with : this relationship hcrself/himself.
In short,theres a bloody great gap between the two,big enough to
drive g heard of elephants through.lts hardly suprising . ..

~ . that in this vacuum even fascists like thc nationzal front
have little trouble planting a sced or two of reaction....cceess

hecording to the october cdition of Britain first(orgen,at that
time of the N.F)badges are available to young N.F supporters
inseribed with motiff "National Front rules ’ O.K", - -

And its not enough to simply feel sickened by this,and to be frank
. it makes me want to puke.If kids turn to the faseists then we'll

have no—-one o blame but ourselvesitl

"The masses have a2 precious instinet for the correct intcrpretation
of the facts,which only rcmains inoperative whcn thce

revolutionary oeganisation offcrs them nothing while the

quacks offaer them everything from levitation to the waters of
lourds” Wilhelm Reieh~'what is class consciousness)
sessseslOr the guacks of the N.F offcr them!Paki-Bashing' B.P)

Working c¢lass kids in particular are at thc bottom of the barrel,

up against so much,with very littlec support from the so called
froedon fighters of the left.So when kids do fight back,its more of
a gut rcaction than anything clse.An instinctive response,often

of sheccr frustration,Like one big rasping raspberryjthere frustra-
s e o BA0N eXplodes—they 'wag'school/turn to vandalism/go
shoplithirdcte c¢t€.(I ‘don't want to go t00 dceply into these actions

as they were dealt with in the rep news article). ' '

But its so bloody hard for = . these kids to recognise clearly the
obstacles in the way ond even harder to actually then fight back.
clearly with other kids.With either no,or very little income,and up
against tough psychologieal conditioning,to say nothing of the whole
range of'bosses’in the school/family/youth eclub/on the strects,its
hardly suprising that thciw frustration comes out in such unclear

- individuval ways.lts hardly suprising that in such a competitive,
dog eat dog sosiety(such as is capitalism)that they(kids)get turned

against cach other,;and often hate each others guts. :

KIDS-THE PEASANTRY

To put the oppression of kids in its right perspective its worth
doetoring a gquote from Frederich Engels.It would scem that within
the family the husband is thce boss,the wife the working class,

with the kids nothing short of being the peasantry.0Or if we were .
travelling .by British Rail-First class,second class and pig class

respectively.(Where all this leaves a young girl,or a young black
girl i couldn't say). |

From my own perscnal experiences,developing a socialist
understanding(of sorts)ecame through facing up to parental pressures
and holding my ground through fierec arguments(cspecially with
my father),which often came to blows. ‘ , '
Like most working cllass kids there was a certain gut reaction
to what i was up against,i kncw darn well "it just wasn't fair",
I despised my old mans military attitudes,which he'd bought into -
our house after 15 ycars in the forces.Within the house i was
literally trecated like a squaddie while he played the officer.
I hated cevery bloody minute.lt was either a case of me facing up
to a long hard fight(till i left home)with little moral support,
or comprimise to his lousy ideas,which no doubt\hife bought some
Wi




degree of 'peuce',or at least less friction,but would still have
}e t me totally dominated,inhibited and unablc to act for myself
in my own intercsts(as a kid). :

Maybc the example of my - = father is the exception rather than

the rule,but i'm still convinced that to some degeee or another
this type of oppression is part of most working class kids day to
day livcs,24 hours a day(in such an environment even your sweet

drecams tend to get marred).
IMPACT OF CLASS STRUGGLE OQUTSIDE SCHOOL WALLS h

The level of class struggle outside the elass room,as well as
militant aetion of teachers has certainly had some impact on the
struggles of kids.There have been school-kids strikes,not only over
recént years in this eountry,but as far back as the national

school sitrike of 1911.(I%s worth noteing that this strike would
have been lost and forgotien,had it not been uncovered accidentally
by a socialist who stumbled accreoss newspapcr reports in the =
archives of various rcfercnce librarys around the country -sce
Bibliography a2t cend of this document).

Organisation and tactics from outside the sechools found there way
inside-with strikes, . _ ,and unions for
school kids(National union of school students/NUSS). \

The 1911 sirike included demands for - guaranteed income,in gome
cases,plus flying pickets(who saié the mincrs or building workers
set this ball rolling?).

Put into an overall perspective though,the . level of organised
militaney/Collective militancy from school kids is still pretty
small.{Though i'm prepared to conccde that the media Bas hushed

up a fair amount of news on such struggles). -
Which brings us to another problem as older militants,. - s

' *  keeping in close contact with kids struggleslin schodl/
family/community) .

Contact with kids would have to be far removed from our present
patronising attitude towards then.For a start the kids would

smell our chauvanism a mile cway.After all,contrary toc popular
opinion,they arn't stupid. :

Again,this means,for a start that our cducational perspectives
must be orientated to consumers of the education system,school-kids
Our primary orientation in Education must be to. strugglc along-
~side kids,and to fight in thelr interests,for thelr needs.

WORKERISM

We've all heard it brandcd aboubt;how the'rcal strugglel{?)is on the
shop floor,in the factories(inveriably with the male industrial
working class).

Its this tendanecy to erude workcrism,that has helped mystify

what the strugglc for a socialist socicty -is all about.This kidd
of blinkered outlook,has traditionally meant that struggles

- outside the factory are deemed irreliavani,or of secondary import—
-ance to the'real strugglel . '

Morec recently the left has-been forced to widen their horizons by
the struggles of women,black people,gays,Wworking class communities
against rent increases and for better facilities. '

One of our strengths,in Big flame is the breadth of our analysis
and indeecd our practice.We have stated in our document!Our
perspectives our work',guite rightly,that 'the working e¢lass is
divided on the question of age'.Its high time we actually looked
deeply into this question of age-ism,so that we can attempt to
develop . a consistant theory and practice that meets the needs of
those most directly oppressed by this division Youth and old people,




REICH ON THE STRUGGLES OF YOUTH

I've already used a quote from 'What is class consciousness'by
Wilhelm Reich.Not for the hell of it,but because on the subject
of youth,in particular,i feel he madc some very relevant obser—
~vations,most of which are still very relevant today nearly 30
years later.

The extracts i'm _ ~ re-using below are ~ . also from 'what is
¢class consciousness'and basically come from the conditions of
pre-nazi germany-theugh i repeat-much of the extracts below,are,
i feel,=till so very welevant:right nowy w0

"The ideal of young people cannot be to serve a fuehrer
uncritivally and die for the intcrests of capital,;proclaimed
‘ag the intcrests of the fatherlan#-but to take control of

their own lives and shape them to their own violation.
Youth ean only be responsible to itself,Then and anly then

will the division beotwoen socicty and its youth disappear.

When youth has grasped its seperation from society,it
will at the same time recognisc itself as oppressed and

beecome ripe for soeial revolution.In transcending the gep...

CONT...

SCHOOL
Bell Don't interupt
Line up stop laughing
Be Quiﬁt ' fetch the cane
8it down I'm the teacher here
stand up : Its not funny
Wheres your book | stop laughing

stop talking
Start work

Hands up

Stop writi
P e Comc out front
Sit still
No locking
who's whispering
« Clear up
Don't answer back
Opcen your desks

Bell.

Bell

Kecep moving

copy this dpwn :
> g Taken from Rebel feb/march 72.

Lcave the room




through practical actionatructuring. ' the social order .. ...
to eonform to its needs,and really,éonoretely,obsectively
'freeing The way for its nrge to liberfy,i% wculd beeome the agent

of Bcéclal revolution, -

He cannot theoretically proove. tn.the uuuuu gouth of a1l lands.anﬁmcontn
e ’tra t»_he,,? for 8003 ' :

-y tremendons qmestmgn,of the sex life. of young ..

-tradlickions sx&nﬁﬁ
peaple.

Infeontrast to the acnceptlans uaually nald by polltieal parties.

lrﬁﬁtii ngwrwnﬁk with young p&ﬁple iz shows that their inﬁight into wwwmw;
 the dlass struggle is either very superficisl or Fheky,or;when resY, -

‘garﬂ~ta-encannter—exéhﬂr-1n the- inte&laatually precceious(BARLY -

- developer) or in such ehildren -as come Prom- a-home-with z-revoluts — -
ﬂ_ﬂionary background,where they experienced no onpresslen..,.,,‘....>

....i.Love of sPOrt,milltary rarades,uniforms which please girls(and ,
. viege versa) militery music = ete,are factors mainly damaging .
- to-the-working-elese movement: ‘®i-pressnty,eince the vight-has- better o
_“opar unities for orgenising these beeda,Football in partieular works -
g politieally” éeﬁali%ieiaing ‘sense and pramates reactionary tlx .
: tené e&ee-?ﬁeaeaafe iﬂ‘ﬁ“ﬁfﬂiﬁ_e,?afﬁrﬁihat‘ and--eounid Lo
wevsn;ba -of use to % Lelt wi have got rid of the economisiie
“ belief in %the omnipctaﬂea of hunger.

'ﬁaqcigta constituent siemenites of alags aonselauaness and 1nh1b1tiqnu

>; @?&3 Bt in - the individaal proletarian

‘tasimanm~&kllﬁ@eg, et , e e

hildrens. movesent has- aldgys -baen--one-of the weakest. iats An-
revolutionery eam ~ _seeoW& have gimply noticed and turneé up
facts Which wust Ee followed up,and we only ask off Gup ecmra&e&"”r
- that inetead of making empdy eriticismue and $alking of Leninism sll.
khe time,they apply the latter properly by- '1earning,learning and S
learning again't- 166k at every Thing = - anew efid understand without
exeeplion everyihing ia an briginal. Wa¥+l have alresdy argued that our
poll?lea with respsget to warking ¢lase chlildren were too dry and ration-
~aligtic and uneuited to ehildren,ond that with the éxeeption or a

very |few. ehlldrens'group leaders,we wera unawarﬂ of what a child really. .
feel and thinkﬁ*

coow QneuravnluﬁLmnary ehilﬂ,hrsught up. nok tnAsaaapt religien,mmy hring
terﬁiil to a whole ¢ shaal,b&t ltwwuld remain 2 matter of chance unless
it s Organlﬂﬁdfhe 1eaflet$ which the left had children dxstrlbute in
Garm#ny had 11tthe eff :6%,since thay put more em@haléxi5&¥

e

learning




| é?aaty slogans by rote then upon awskening the childPens interest in
et

real questions and concerns of the working class movement, =

vesobYoU mey enter a farmers parlusf in the mountains;the parents are
. goeiflistieally inelined,but evexry time their ehild "~ ISR S5
a stranger it is told}Say hello nicelyjor,’'Well wmat do you say
PV ,and as the ehild shrinks with fear it is told it is good.The .
u~ﬁdee-agi&al-ﬂt?gggle~agaiﬁaklheéng~ﬁaa&Liawaﬂewaﬁ 4he-most important- -
taskp of the revolutionary Iron. . ' -

.!!3V~$th§?¥Wi§HM$$Q§E§iQﬁﬁmg§¥§¥fﬂwgﬂKi%ﬁwﬂl&ﬁﬂw£ﬂ§h§?m§§%§§M§§E§QS§MWM
on his child at home for his enslavement st the factory.Here ail least.

" he wan¥s 1o ‘ﬁé“lﬂi‘ﬁ;‘f’;‘ﬁ““'ﬁéi'””é‘ﬁl'é“"ﬁt}""giﬁfg""giﬁ'é”ft)f‘ﬁéfﬂ ‘and heve stmeone

:ﬁﬂ'ﬁ é¥Mhimsif i%“isg’t\thé“aagWitSMthé'chil&;;;:t;;““”' ] e

T aeset E“pruhibiﬁian“anﬁ“yaﬁiﬁkmﬁatmﬁf"mastarhatiaﬁ“in“smailmuhiiﬁrﬁn““W““

by rantﬁﬁﬁaa&harﬁwamﬁmprigatﬁhgaamlangwbganmawauhjaetwformlivelthmﬁ.w
discission amonzst the pubtlic.The communisis could not meke any use
'ﬁf"tV*s;nartiy”béﬁﬁﬁ&&itﬁ@?”W%r&“subjzﬁt“ﬁﬁ“baﬁrgﬁﬂis”inhihi%iﬁﬂﬁfmmw“”“'

 Pod i% io here,.vrecigely here and nowhere as much as here,thad there
lies| the o sentral problem of bEiuging up shildren tn ohedlence

f

'“Qr"tﬁ”ki?@i?“ﬁp&ﬁﬁ&nﬁiﬁyf?haﬁe“afﬁ”ﬁiﬁﬂﬁ”,k'qnﬁstiﬁﬁﬁ”BQ*“*?&?SQH&I‘
{Reminds me of gn old joke-99% of boys masturbateftggwéﬁhergagdaifgrgtaxld

ULt aprofessionalshould. counter with the arguments that questions
gl bpinging up-children are still-in-dispute-smong sohentisisywe- o
?Lii@ﬁxﬁﬁiﬁlyﬁﬁhﬁyhafﬁuiﬂwﬁiﬁpuﬁﬂsﬁﬁt”@ﬁ%nE?ﬁﬁgﬂﬁﬁi3@3§§&ﬂ;301ﬂtiﬂﬁ

matter,and not in the scholars study.We may be wrong in details™ -

-bas-khat the right is-initent upon the suppression-of masturbatien-ie———
‘beybrd question;: that we mmst not Pight infantile sexuality,equally
- 80h ‘ ‘ _

( Griticisms of the Comintern and €.0.0{7oung comminist lesguejof the
*na Barmen eommaniet pariyK.P.D)in the 193008 Jeeerewe s oo
esssseEney conceive an mbaclute contradioction betveen personal and
“pdli%ik&i}iﬁétéaé"éf”éééihg"Ehé"diélec%ieal”f@lﬁfidnsﬁi@“bf”ﬁbfﬁ;igz““f;“““
- -Preei ely~the»eamawymineiyaafeﬁweamingmxawpraetiaalmawaraness,éygliggﬁteMm
theyodth of all sections of the populace.Where the young are in fhe =~ -
es,they will tske part in conerets trade unlon work wWhere they

,9§M§£§§§M?$?P1&m§ can only be attempied in living siruggle around the

-A'are~n ﬂinwthewfa&%eriesy#heywwgglw@@n@ennw$hgm£elvsa@Qiih;ﬁhmfarragﬁmﬁﬂtw~
of thdir personal livesjthe solutigm of oonfliet engendered by thelr

parents,the questic. of sexual »R_&ﬂz&@%'fliﬂ? ﬁ_,lzmblém of ‘getting somewhere

e




to live.In this Wway.they willi not merely conceive new Porms of social
lifey from their own experienze,but go on to practize and finally Pight
for them;It will be moreover be imvosgible to restrain them,

- The job ecannot be dore by lectures about the political situation or

- &ven sbout $he'sexusl problems of the youngiThat would be mapipulative
from above,The young must start now to shape their own lives in every

+ - a4 3y 3 o 2 g 1 .

gﬁﬁgfgéﬁh%_ Sod WRe b Lo R Ty R S5 87, CRETY U ke tever they
hey will then soon resliise that they come up agrinet hard barriers, )
and that the realisstion of even the noss simplest,most obvious needs
are rendered impossible:and hence,in practice,they will recognige what
revolutionary politied is and vhy a revolution is mecessary,Thay will
only feel direetly = where and how they are oppressed when the |
‘eapitalist authorities intervens 0 prevent them obtaining contraeep-

. ~tives ' Tororganising mutual assistance in setting up house,first

. With threats,then arresis,finally with heavy prison sentsnces;ithen .

“they will learn to Bight ,nct on some abstract plane,not on the basis
of slogans external to them,but in T 7 eonfliet wWith
the hard reality of life under caplialisiMe..essseeess . e
«+ecoThe mwalfeness that they have a perfect right to arrange their
lives for themgelves will undiniably lead them to fight for it.They
heed only support an organisation,a party,’ ~ which understands then, .

~helps them,and acts on their behalf.

-
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PROPUSALS AND ARTERTHOUGHTS.

l.In the sghort term Ve should,vharsevar posaible,open up interventions
round schools~in pgrii cular those schools which kave had some sort of
history of struggle{from the kids).In Brum the press hag reported about
3 school kids s%ruggiea in the pagﬁ émnnﬁha.ﬂﬂiﬂly centred around the l
issues_of_sehoal uniforn a lagtions(vhere theres no unifdrm), f
ziplive,and rottes %@haal ﬁlﬁnﬁfﬁ hgmgﬁ in any intervention issues

such as“thasa we would need Lo poOHe fhe obvious~fthke right of kl&s T
Aeeanige pelitically,

2.4nt1 reeraitment work [(in the troopé out movement)should be given the
_sarious at%anﬁian and workrats it deperves.It should never be seen as some
sort of 'extra'to étker T.0.M.work.In faet snti reeruitment work ,
important in itself,could also supply the groumd work & eantacta far
- opening up other interventions with kids(point 1),
(cde DO/WIBP or mgae*f san ﬂupply cdes with relevant info/leaflets eto
At cdes need i%). - -

E.Hbru info on kids struggla& in our. yubliaatians.

4.Eeonomio pesition of kids should somehow be taken into consideration
in the aocst of our §rﬁaagaﬁda.3 @ of how the most Bympathetle people

¢an overicok ihis,...” ‘classrooms of resistance'costs (4 think)
abgut ng.If kiﬁﬂ wanted %o buy it tg@y’d flﬂ& i% hard to ralse that sor%
n® eash, '

SHMore p@pul&r chern, modas ﬁ& prﬁpgganﬁa~3adgéafstiaﬁera/ecmaos ete«for _
kids.in B‘h&m 200 ’y& re looking inio the poasibllity of printing anti
reeruitment stickers and/or bedges carrying the apt slogan "Bosses army-—

~Ko way,Sturf Reeruiiment 0.K¥Using s nice old ‘mie from a 1iverpool B.®
_ peper showing a yaung kid doin' a Harvey Smith,.

6. Ther; mist be %Vﬁéllﬁﬁﬁ materinl sl iting in Heples!{lovtea Continvalon
Kide Cafe'there.uan the 1.C.zet nold of 1%,and translate .it%could

be some excellent atuil on arradzﬁang wilh kids in tae community.

? In the 1cn% te*n, ‘2 ghould mim ﬁﬁf@ in mind the yublxcatlen of & Big

- Flame revolutionary youth paper.Fo l%i‘%&iﬁ rocied in the struggles
and hesAn o b4dn S capapal and working olase kids in partioular.
There has been such a paper in thiz eountry before,ealled'Rebel! (now
alas long'deaé} Teehnically(and i'm acrry 1f this counds a little too
biief and aru&a)a,rav youth pag#r-wauli need %o be situated somewhere
between the siyle and preseatatica of Rebel and that of the newly formed
'Hegistance comics'(from ﬁxg Plough boekghﬁp Belfast)which is all comic

- e

—nowt else,‘ | B . ' (e

.8, Role af’edueatiaﬂ comission/fiole of revolutionary tegchers. |
Biz Tisne as a whole,(nok the eduestion commission cause' of the teacher
will,nagﬁ %o ekamine the question of kids in education very

earpfglly,We must ask curselves some pointed questlans.‘ ‘" Ln what
institukions ,if any,is 1t possible -elols T o

revalutienary téumhers %0 play an open revoluitionary role?ene ede in‘BF
i spoke to on this palnt,waa guite cpen about kis dilema,ss a.” '

, taaeh&r and s revalutlaﬁ&ry in a secondary school.He gaw himself in &
similar position %o schodlkids as Big Flame goes foremsn and supervisors
in ralaﬁion to llﬁ@ workers(on the ﬁraex}a% ﬁalewc@d Daganham and LcngbridgL

a




For any comrades who may Be unclear on this point,i should explain
that in our basegroup interventions at ford halewood/Daganham and
Britsh Leyiand longbridge we sec the foreman or SUpPErvisor as a
'too% 0% tﬁq bosscs'a'Gaffas man'-and i don't think we overstate
the Trath Lcére.,

Although i think its o mistake to put the foreman beyond rcdemption
as we so often do.But there is no doubt that the relationship of
(very antagonistic one)between the foreman or supervisor and line
worker is very similar indecd to the antagonistie relationship
between teacher and pupil.

The one glarecing question is -is there a role for a revolutionary
tecacher given this antagonistie relationship?If ther is at all,
then where is it? ' '

M chag al feeli s that. in r et} t |
sgs%gﬁ pp;ﬁ?gnc O%CWh%%hl%S dc%iﬁgtgﬁ§yé%tgeggﬁdg£y EVEEEOOl
t

erec is very little scope for a revolutionary teacher unless she/
he can seec the distinet possibility of the teschers she/he works
with ever recognising they arc = ° -'tools of the bossestdnd
recognising the nced to be alongside the struggles of kids,fighting
in their interest,which is in thec intcrest of the whole working
class. In the vast majority of cases i don't sce that coming about
until the kids themselves have forced the teachers to take their
struggies seriously.We have got to re-orientate our cdueational
work and perspectives towards pupils.This must be the mainstreanm
of our theory and practicc and not teschcrs or parcnts.
Onc of the few arcas where there does scem to be any scope for
revelutionary tcachers scems to be in tech colleges.At least there
scems to be some seope for changing the sylabus in = progreaessive
dircction and gecbtting avay with it.
Thats about it R BF BEF
Maximum fcedback througzh I.B plcase.

*Corrcetion:previos page/point 8 should rcad..."Not the cducation
commision causc of teachcr ratio/numcrical bias".

WORTHWHILE READING ON KIDS
PAPERS AND MAGS....
1911 school strike—Ruskin college,echildrens rights workshop.

Resistance comics-lOp+postage/from:Plough books,72,C0astle st
Belfas%.l.

REBEL-(Long dcad rov youth paper)-try ageing,or e¢x I.S.members!!
RADICAL EDUCATION

BOOKS/PAMPHLETS .

What is class consciousncss —Reich:Socialist reproductions,
, 5fdyJamestown rd,london.N.W.1l.
Sexual strugglc of youth-as above :a8& above.

Little red schoolbook.

The Gates:written by Stepney schoolkid about his fear of school
— pub.Stepnty bascméent/don't know address,sorry.

Classrooms of resistancc:writings and poems of kids about many
varied struggles around the worlé;edited
by Chris Scarle. 5

;
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