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WELCOME to the Esperance Express 
40th anniversary liftout.

A local newspaper is somewhat akin 
to an old friend: he or she comes around 
regularly, tells you what is going on 
around town, and you can rely on them 
being there and standing up for you when 
you need them.

For 40 years the Esperance Express 
has been an old friend to a great many in 
Esperance.

It has chronicled the history of the 
town both in words and pictures for the 
past four decades – the good times and 
the bad times, the triumphs and the trag-

edies. Indeed, it’s reasonable to suggest 
that everything of importance or of inter-
est to local people has appeared in the 
pages of the Esperance Express over the 
past 40 years.

Some of the more memorable stories 
include Skylab crashing to earth around 
Esperance in 1979, the sinking of the 

Sanko Harvest in 1991, the lead event of 
2006 and the floods and wind damage of 
the ‘perfect storm’ in 2007.

As the media business and platforms 
for delivering news rapidly change, the 
Esperance Express is at the forefront 
of those changes. From being simply a 
twice-weekly newspaper only a few years 

ago the Express now has its own dynamic 
website, Facebook and Twitter pages, and 
the complete paper is available to sub-
scribers on line.

But no matter what the future holds 
for newspapers and news delivery, read-
ers can be assured that the Esperance 
Express will continue to be their old 
friend, delivering all the local news and 
advocating and advancing the needs and 
interests of the local community.

Paul Goldie
Managing Editor
Esperance Express

Express celebrates 40th anniversary

EspErancE’s local papEr turns 40

Celebrating 40 years with the Esperance Express

Your local food 
service supplier
34 Norseman Road • 9072 1062
orders@southcoastfoods.com.au

For 40 years the Esperance Express has 
been an old friend to a great 

many in Esperance.
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Bob Stead – Owner of the 
Esperance Express 1980-1993

WHEN Dalyup farm-
er and businessman 
Bob Stead purchased the 
Esperance Express and 
associated publications in 

June 1980, many may have 
questioned his sanity and 
business acumen.

The paper was dedicat-
ed to giving the commu-
nity a voice, with owners 
John Clarke (manager) and 
Bob Dunwoodie (editor) 
committed to 100 per cent 
local news, but financial 
problems meant that as an 
investment it could have 
been viewed as a risky pro-
posal.

“I happened to have 
some finance available and 
a desire to invest in a busi-
ness which employed peo-
ple,” Mr Stead said.

With 25 employees the 
paper fitted the bill, and he 
was convinced that it could 

run at a profit. Eighteen 
months after purchase, the 
situation was different: the 
paper had broken even and 
its future appeared bright.

Mr Stead said that some 
hard business decisions 
were made in order to keep 
it afloat.

“The first thing we 
did was sell the Merredin 
paper to John Venturis, 
who already owned 50 per 
cent; on the condition that 
he bought the lot and that 
we printed it,” he said.

The Bunbury paper was 
also divested and, despite 
attempts to keep it afloat, 
the Kalgoorlie paper was 
also sold.

“We were able to turn 

the Express around with 
changes to the manage-
ment structure and tight 
financial control, under 
the guidance of account-
ant Peter Wardle.”

Focus on local content 
was the aim of the dedi-
cated Bob Dunwoodie, 
who not only retained his 
position at the editor’s desk 
but assumed the mantle of 
managing editor. The com-
bination of a strong reader-
ship and advertising sales 
was crucial to the paper’s 
financial renewal.

“The key was advertis-
ing sales,” Mr Stead said.

This was not such a hard 
feat at the time.

“The place was boom-

ing: Kambalda Nickel was 
on line, the Boulevard 
Shopping Centre was being 
built and Radio 747 was in 
its infancy.”

During the 13 years that 
the Stead family owned 
the Express, they saw 
technological changes 
which included the tran-
sition from golf ball type-
writers, telex machines 
and an IBM typesetter to 
faxes, Apple Mac comput-
ers and A3 laser printers 
and emails. It also saw the 
growth of the associated 
retail business which was 
an agency for equipment 
including Brother, Sharp 
and Toshiba - but it was the 
people behind the paper 

that made the business a 
success.

“We had terrific staff, 
and were always proud of 
the Express as a training 
ground.” 

Journalists, printers 
and computer-composi-
tors were among the staff 
trained who excelled in 
their chosen fields.

The decision to sell the 
Esperance Express to Rural 
Press Limited in 1993 was 
made as a result of con-
tinued interest from West 
Australian Newspapers, 
and an eventual ‘bidding 
war’ between that compa-
ny and Rural Press - a war 
which was won by the lat-
ter.

IN 1973, I was in my 
fourth year of study-
ing medicine in Perth. 
As I was a country boy, 
I was boarding at St 
George’s College. Life 
was challenging as I 
faced the big city and 
juggled the pressures 
of study.

A constant com-
fort and reassurance 
from home on the 
farm was two types 
of communication – 
the first were cassette 
tapes that went back 
and forth, allowing 
me to hear my mum 
and dad’s voices. The 

second was a copy 
of  my hometown 
newspaper. Early on 
it was known, and I 
remember it as, The 
Esperance Advertiser, 
(there was also an 
Albany Advertiser). 
The editions helped 
my homesickness 
and kept me in touch 
with home.

Since I have come 
back home as a doctor, 
I have spent much time 
reading the Esperance 
Express’ articles and 
enjoying the photos, 
particularly of my kids 
when they partici-

pated in sport. It was 
always a great source 
of encouragement and 
a confidence booster 
to them.

A local paper with 
local content is impor-
tant for the social fab-
ric and cohesion of our 
community.

I congratulate the 
Esperance Express for 
its contributions to 
our colourful pioneer-
ing history, and look 
forward to the future 
contributions con-
tinuing our growth as 
a vibrant place to live, 
work and play.

Happy 40th anni-
versar y Esperance 
Express.

Graham Jacobs – Member 
for Eyre

ESPERANCE has had a very col-
ourful history over the past 
40 years that the Esperance 
Express has been operating. 
The late 1970s and early 1980s 
especially were a growth peri-
od for the town and there were 
many interesting stories around. 
I recall various personalities that 
have been involved with the paper 
and would be interested to know 
where they are now. John Clarke, 
who I believe started the paper, 
was a clever and experienced jour-
nalist. He was an amiable man and 
was extremely hard working. 

Later local farmer Bob Stead 
owned the paper. At this point it 
really served the community with 
lots of human interest stories cov-
ering the activities of every group 
in the community and also featur-
ing some gripping sports cover-
age.

This was really the newspa-
per’s golden era as it was the 
primary source of news for the 
community before local radio 
started broadcasting and other 
forms of media were available. 
Stories that are particularly mem-
orable for me include the cover-
age of HRH Prince Charles’ visit 
in 1979, the Skylab incident, also 
in 1979, and the visits by the first 
cruise ships and some navy ves-
sels to Esperance.

The Esperance Express’ cover-
age of the dreadful Condingup 
and Esperance bush fires in 
December 1998 kept the commu-
nity informed. I also remember 
the controversy that surround-

ed the installation of the first 
iron ore sheds and how the 
paper succeeded in keeping 
the community informed with 
balanced reporting that con-
sulted all the parties involved. 
It will be interesting to see what 
the future holds for the Esperance 
Express. There are more forms of 
news and media available today 
than ever before and with increas-
ing numbers of people turning to 
digital news sources print media 
has to remain competitive.

With its current SuperTown 
status Esperance is at an exciting 
point in its history. The Waterfront 
development and Port Access 
Corridor are large infrastruc-
ture projects that, along with the 
upcoming Town Revitalisation, 
will enhance Esperance and at the 
same time provide many stories 
for the current team of Esperance 
Express journalists.

Malcolm Heasman – Shire of Esperance 
President

AS a teenager growing up in 
Esperance in the 1950s, to read 
a regular newspaper meant 
waiting two or three days for 
that day’s publication to arrive 
in Esperance via Perth. Our 
then population of just over a 
thousand residents obviously 
did not justify a paper of our 
own in those dim distant days. 

Modern transport has 
ensured the latest national and 
international news now hits 
the streets on the same day of 
print. Those papers obviously 
don’t contain the local news 
and information that residents 
have always craved for above 
all else. 

For me personally, the 
Esperance Express has always 
been a must-read every single 

publication. As the town and 
district has grown so rapidly 
over the last 40 years, much of 
the real community interest 
happens constantly.

I delight in reading the front 
page headlines, the ‘My Story’ 
section, ‘Thumbs Up/Down’, 
entertainment in town, sport-
ing achievements, shire coun-
cil notes and The Classifieds, 
the births, the deaths, the 
engagements, what’s for sale 
or even what’s being given 
away. 

Reading the latest Esperance 
Express is something I will 
always enjoy doing as it engen-
ders the spirit of being part of 
such a vibrant community. I 
congratulate the Express and 
its wonderful local staff for the 

Neville Mulgat, Esperance resident of 
60 years and a Freeman of the Shire.

very high standards they have 
long exhibited. 

An investment in Esperance

Local paper keeps the
community informed

A message from home

A part of the community

Pink Lake Road • 9071 1733

PINK 
LAKE
Happy birthday to the 

Esperance Express
Be as happy as the bird in the tree at

Jode Nursery
6 Berrigan Street, Esperance • 0428 992 565 • 0407 214 366

Congratulations and 
Happy 40th Birthday 

Esperance Express
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Esperance 
is home
THE first cover girl for the 1973 Esperance Express 
Rosemary Weckert (nee Grundy) says she has 
seen many changes to Esperance over time. 

She said when she was a teenager she and her 
friends made their own fun. 

“We’d always be at the beach like Saturday 
afternoon or straight after work we would be out 
at Twilight or Wylie Bay. You’d go camping. We did 
not have people hanging around the streets,” she 
said. 

Ms Weckert said she also use to visit the drive-
ins frequently with her friends. 

Ms Weckert moved away from Esperance for 
a while but has been living in Esperance for the 
last 30 years. 

I lived in Perth for six years and I could not go 
back to that life,” she said. 

She has three daughters and three grand-
daughters. 

She said the pace of Esperance has not changed. 
“It has got busier but you know it still takes you 

five minutes to get anywhere,” she said. 
Ms Weckert said Esperance is a town perfect for 

raising a family. She said individuals who come to 
Esperance have to embrace the town.

“It’s a cruisy lifestyle down here and it is what 
you make it,” she said. 

She said she believes the town could be 
improved in a few ways such as making it more 
appealing to tourists by having shops carry on 
trading after 12pm. She said there should be more 
activities for children. 

ROSEMaRy WEckERt (NEE GRuNdy)
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• Technotan • Pelactiv • NSI • Young Blood

• Hand & Foot 
Treatments 

• Facials 

• Massages 

• Waxing 

• Tinting 

• Teeth Whitening 

• Pelactiv Treatments 
and much moreRing for appointment 9071 6006
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DUNCAN STEWART’S

Duncan Stewarts Liquor
The life of the party 

since 1973
Happy Birthday Express
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• Facials • Waxing • Tinting •Massage • Manicures 
• Pedicures • Microdermabrasion • Spray Tanning 

• Eyelash Extensions • Shellac
• We stock all shapes and sizes • Huge selection of swimwear

• Also stock casual clothes • Seafolly Kids

22 Andrew Street • 9071 5778
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Bellenger Enterprises
Business Bookkeeping Specialists—JOY TOMLINSON

Currently located 90 Dempster St. 

Ph: 9071 5751 • Fax: 9071 1599 • Mobile: 0438 713 612
Email: offi ce@bellengerenterprises.com.au

LIC: 2640 6245 ABN: 24319 305 772 BAS Agent No 9283 8004

• Bookkeeping • MYOB Professional Partner
• BAS Statements • Secretarial Sevices
• Photocopying & Fax Facilities • Resumes

Open July 1, 2013 in new offi ce 
located Esperance Business Centre

Happy Birthday Esperance Express

c o m m e r c i a l  &  r e s i d e n t i a l

Esperance Office:  
PH: (08) 9071 7734; 
FAX: (08) 9071 7731            
71 The Esplanade,   
Esperance, WA 6450 

Kalgoorlie Office:
PH: (08) 9021 4769
Kalgoorlie Business Centre,
Suite 3, 47 Brookman St, 
Kalgoorlie, WA 6430     
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Esperance Combined Tyre Service

Happy birTHday ESpEranCE ExprESS
LocaLLy owned & operated for 19 years

Bushpower Fridges—30ltr, 45ltr, 60ltr • Battery Leads & Terminals • 12V Air Compressors • 12V Solar Panels • Battery Boxes

MecHanIcaL repaIrs • eXcLUsIVe stocKIsts for

9071 5407
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Spend $99 or more on Metabo Power Tools for your chance to win a trip to Oktoberfest
cOndiTiOnS aPPly Visit www.metabooktoberfest.com.au

Esperance 
AG Services

26 Norseman Road, Esperance

Your spare parts 
specialists

A/H Adam 0408 936 910 • Fax 9071 3133

Ph 9071 3500
Email: adam@agservices.com.au
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SHELDON PAINT 
& PANEL

SHELDON PAINT
& PANEL

ESPERANCE COLLISION 
REPAIR CENTRE

You Bend Them
- We Mend Them 

12 Rogers Street •  PO Box 758 Esperance WA 6450
Email sales@sheldonpaintandpanel.com

Web www.sheldonpaintandpanel.com 

We pride ourselves on the quality of our workmanship.
• Panel Beating  • Spray Painting

• All Insurance Work  • Qualifi ed Repairers

*NOW agents for Speedliner 
“The World’s Toughest Spray On Ute Liner”

Proprietors: Tristan & Jenell Brown  MRB#1430

Eftpos 
Available

Ph 9071 2696
 Mob 0427 761 455   Fax 9071 4735

Free 
Quotes

0116

Phone 9071 2696 • Mob 0427 761 455 • Fax 9071 4735 12 Rogers Street • Po Box 758 Esperance WA 6450
Email sales@sheldonpaintandpanel.com.au     Web www.sheldonpaintandpanel.com.au

SHELDON PAINT 
& PANEL

SHELDON PAINT
& PANEL

ESPERANCE COLLISION 
REPAIR CENTRE

You Bend Them
- We Mend Them 

12 Rogers Street •  PO Box 758 Esperance WA 6450
Email sales@sheldonpaintandpanel.com

Web www.sheldonpaintandpanel.com 

We pride ourselves on the quality of our workmanship.
• Panel Beating  • Spray Painting

• All Insurance Work  • Qualifi ed Repairers

*NOW agents for Speedliner 
“The World’s Toughest Spray On Ute Liner”

Proprietors: Tristan & Jenell Brown  MRB#1430

Eftpos 
Available

Ph 9071 2696
 Mob 0427 761 455   Fax 9071 4735

Free 
Quotes

0116

We pride ourselves on the 
quality of our workmanship.

• Panel Beating • Spray Painting
• All Insurance Work • Qualified Repairers

*NOW agents for Speedliner
“The World’s Toughest Spray On Ute Liner”

FREE 
QUOTES

EFTPOS 
AVAILABLE
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Inside Out
Lingerie & Fashion Boutique

The perfect fi t for every beautiful body...
• Glasshouse Candles • Berlei • Finelines • Fayre Form 

• Voodoo • Playtex • Bendon • Girls Room • Calvin Klein 
• Spanz • Jockey • Post Surgery • Sleep Wear

Catering for all sizes from 10A to 26K for the young, mature and special 
needs. Offering private and professional fi ttings for comfort and style

We want everyone to experience
 “The Perfect Fit” to feel beautiful

Shop 12, Dutton Arcade, 91 Dempster Street, Esperance
Phone 9071 73783 Museum Park, Dempster Street Esperance WA 6450

And so much more

RUNNING SINCE 1981 AND STILL GOING STRONG!

A BOOT FOR EVERY 
MEMBER OF THE FAMILY

STYLES
Ankle
Calf
Mini
Bootees
Kids Boots
3/4 Buttons

COLOURS
Chocolate
Mushroom

Plum
Navy

Charcoal
Cappuccino

co
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HAIR STUDIO

Suite 2 Balmoral Square, Esperance WA 6450 • 9071 5217

Happy 40th 
Birthday

We expertly provide the 
folloWing services:

Taxation Services: Tax planning implications and Income Tax Returns for 
individuals, companies, trusts, partnerships and self managed super funds. 

Business Services: Accounting, bookkeeping, financial reporting, taxation 
returns, ABN, GST and BAS compliance

Company Services: Company secretarial compliance

Auditing Services: Not for profit organisations

Congratulations to the Esperance Express on 40 years

1/71 Dempster St, Esperance WA 6450
Telephone (08) 9071 3032. Facsimile (08) 9071 4602

Mobile 0417 943 493
Email: norval.a.watts@wn.com.au
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Congratulations to the Esperance Express for keeping us in touch 
and reporting Esperance news for 40 years—we’ve appreciated your 

commitment to the community.

Suite 4 Dempster Centre
98 Dempster Street
Esperance

Ph: (08) 9071 3444
Fax (080) 9071 5005

Email: heasman@heasman.com.au

You can count on our experience gained 
from 30 Years in practice.

Contact Wendy, Jason or Malcolm

➣ Business Advisory

➣ Property & Business Acquisitions

➣ Taxation & Planning

➣ Finance Applications

➣ Budgets & Cash Flows

➣ Wealth Creation Strategies

We are a local professional accounting practice offering a 
comprehensive service in:

co
26

30
72
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All electrical work, domestic, farming, 
commercial repairs & installation of solar panels

We supply and install Mitsubishi and 
Fujitsu Air Conditioners—split and ducted

Will install any make
All refrigeration works—domestic & commercial

Successfully servicing the Esperance area for over 40 years.
Call Andrew 0427 716 174 or Scott 0427 720 243 for an obligation free quote

Mackenzies Electrical & Refrigeration Service
Visit our website www.mackenzies-electrical.com.au
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LOT 437 SIMS STREET , ESPERANCE WA 6450  • PH 9071 1298
  Esperance Football Club

Celebrating 7

EST. 1937

 5 Years 
Celebrating 75 Years

  Esperance Football Club

Celebrating 7

EST. 1937

 5 Years 
Celebrating 75 Years

Th
e B

ulldogs!

Th
e B

ulldogs!

Date: 03/04/12
Client: EFL / Esperance FC
Description: B Double - DRAFT 5 

ESPERANCE FREIGHT LINES
Operating since the early 1980’s
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ESPERANCE

AUTOS
YOUR LOCAL NISSAN, KIA, SUBARU, 

GREAT WALL AND ISUZU DEALER

Sales • Service • Parts
Come in and see Brad and the 

friendly staff at Esperance Auto’s
Norseman Rd, Esperance. 9071 1060 DL7401

A BLAST FROM THE PAST—30 YEARS AGO!
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MAKES MORE POSSIBLE.
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For all your Agricultural needs, come down and see the team at Elders Esperance

• LIVESTOCK • WOOL • FARM SUPPLIES • FERTILISER • AGRONOMY 
• FINANCE • REAL ESTATE • INSURANCE • GRAIN MARKETING

PHONE ELDERS ESPERANCE (08) 9071 9900
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Tel. (08) 9071 4848 3 Coppin Street
Fax. (08) 9071 2783  Esperance WA 6450
www.bathroomdecor.com.au	 Email.	tcoffice@westnet.com.au

T i l e  a n d  C u p b o a r d  S h o p

Shaun Marshall
Manager 

137 Great Eastern Highway
Midland WA 6056

Tel . (08) 9274 2677  
Fax. (08) 9274 2897
www.bathroomdecor.com.au

bathroomdecor BC_b_background.in2   2 7/12/07   12:28:29 PM

The number 1 kitchen manufacturer 
in the Esperance district

Operating successfully for 
15 years
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Happy 40tH birtHday to EspErancE ExprEss
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There are two ways to enter
By purchasing eco+® Soft to Touch carpet to 
receive 50 entries into the competition

Enter online at choicesflooring.com.au

1

2

Visit choicesflooring.com.au for your chance to WIN!
Visit choicesflooring.com.au/win/termsandconditions for full Terms & Conditions. Promoter: Newfurn Floor Coverings Limited (ABN 63 004 650 668), 22-24 

Manningham Rd West, Bullen, Victoria, 3105. NSW Permit No. LTPS/13/3427; VIC Permit No. 13/1107; ACT Permit No. TP13/1683; SA Permit No. T13/853. 

Choices Flooring Esperance - 9071 1200 - 5A Sheldon Road, Esperance

Weekly prize ends 14/7/2013. Major prize draw entries close 21/7/2013.
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Your State Member for Eyre

Graham Jacobs MLA
WESTERN AUSTRALIA

Congratulations to the Editor and Staff, both past and present, on the 40th anniversary of the Esperance 
Express.

Thankyou for bringing the local news to the community and I wish you the best for another 40 years.

Regards
Graham Jacobs
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Come down and meet the wonderful 
team, proudly furnishing the Esperance 

community for over 5½ years.
Unit 1 61-63 Norseman Rd • Ph: (08) 9071 2022  Fax: (08) 9071 3805
email: esperance@comfortstylefurniture.com.au • www.comfortstylefurniture.com.au
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FLORISSONS AUTOS ARE 
CELEBRATING 20 YEARS IN BUSINESS

We carry a full range of Penrite Oils including the new range of marine and 
motorcycle oils (chain lube, foam fi lter oil, fork oil).

We are the sole supplier in Esperance of Battery King Australia Batteries.
We offer full mechanical servicing and exhaust fabrication 

as well as tyres for 4WDs and cars.
Florissons Autos is an Approved Inspection Station for the Department of Transport.

95 Norseman Road, Esperance
Ph 9071 2738 • Fax 9072 1358 • Mobile 0427 387 446
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• GENERAL FREIGHT •
• BRICKS • PAVERS •
• WOOL CARTAGE •

Servicing the community since 1994
Ph 9071 2345

startrans@wn.com.au
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Congratulations to the Esperance 
Express on their 40th anniversary.

Long may the paper continue to 
inform and entertain the community.

Esperance has a 
great history and an 

exciting future
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AFTER HOURS: Peter 0418 307 985; Glen 0412 557 994; 
Michael 0429 458 940; Ben 0405 336 454 DL18922

ESPERANCE MOTOR GROUP
EMG is committed to providing customer satisfaction 

to all of it’s clients, in sales, service and parts.
CREATING CUSTOMERS FOR LIFE

Call in and talk to any of our friendly team about your next purchase.

9071 0100 • CNR NORSEMAN & SHELDON RDS, ESPERANCE

ESPERANCE TOYOTA
MURRAY WEST FORD
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LANGS AUTO REPAIRS
• General Servicing • Brakes • Engine Re-builds • Fly Wheel Machining 

• Head Overhauling • Injectors Servicing Diesel/Petrol

10 Gilpin Street, Esperance Ph 9071 4484

www.saddlebackentertainment.com.au

MC AVAILABLE

9071 6133
FAX 9071 7133 • UHF 19

� WEDDINGS � PARTIES � ALL FUNCTIONS � HORN HIRE

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
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Units 4-6/56 The Esplanade, Esperance W.A 6450 • Ph: 9072 1072 • F: 9072 1037
boico@boico.org.au • www.boico.org.au

Bay of Isles Community Outreach Inc 
Mental Health Support and Advocacy 
Supporting the community since 1997

Wishing the Esperance Express 
a very Happy Birthday
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Locally manufactured and 
supplied concrete needs

C
CONCRETE
WORLD

W
C
CONCRETE
WORLD

W
Ph 9071 1058 

214 Norseman Road, Esperance
(opposite the Golf Course)

office&stationery

Esperance Business Centre, Dempster St, Esperance • Ph 9071 2322

Suppliers of all your offi ce and 
stationery requirements.

Congratulations to the 
Esperance Express on 40 years.
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63 Norseman Rd, 
Esperance

Ph 9071 5333 
Fax 9071 5999

Retail Lighting direct 
to the public
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MACKAGRI MACHINERY

David Mack 0427 772 694
Ph (08) 9071 5644 • Fax (08) 9071 3226

A/H 9071 4236

 SALES SERVICE HIRE

14 Gilpin St,Esperance WA 6450
www.mackagri.com.au

Email: mackagri@westnet.com.au

Specialising in small 
Tractors & Farm Equipment. Your local  

mortgage broker

Tracey Sumpton 9072 1100 
Shop 5, Esperance Business Centre
themortgagegallery.com.au/esperance1
  Australian Credit Licence 385325

• Home & investment loans 
• Vehicle loans & finance
• 25 top lenders
• We don’t charge you for our home loan 

broking service.

Congratulations on your 40th anniversary
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Professional Service at competitive prices!
For all your bulk fertiliser and grain requirements

Brian 0417 971 551   •   Graham 0419 830 630

• Grain • Gypsum • Fertiliser • Lime • Gravel • Sand • Blue Metal • Road Base • Supply and Delivery 

Happy 40th Birthday Esperance Express
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8 Wood St, Esperance Ph: 9071 7676
E: hurleys@hurleysdiesel.com.au • www.hurleysdiesel.com.au

Hurleys are now the largest supplier of Truck 
& Trailer parts in the Great Southern region.
• Donaldson Filters
• Brake Valves & Shoes
• Air Bags and suspension components
• Hydraulic valves, pumps & divertors
• A full range of Push to Connect air fittings

Hurleys are service contacts for
• MTU Detroit Diesel Australia • West Coast Suspensions
• WA Iveco • K-Hitch Suspension
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Shop 5 James Street, Esperance • Phone 9071 4763

• Nursery Equipment
• Manchester
• Baby Gear 
• Kids Wear 
• Giftware 
• Safety 

Proudly oPen 
for 14 years!

Dempster St, Esperance • 9071 7790

Re-opened as Toy 
Kingdom in August 1999
1. Pokemon Trading Cards
2. Furby
3. Cabbage Patch Dolls
4. Tamagotchi
5. Razor Scooters

Now: The Toy Station
1. Furby NEW!
2. Monster High Dolls
3. Leap Frog Leap Pad 2 Explorer
4. Nerf N Strike Elite Retaliator
5. Grit Scooters

toys   .  games   .  ar
tsa

r
t

s &
    crafts .  puzzles  .  g

ames 
 . 

   
 t

o
y

s 
.  

   
gi

ft
s 

  .

the toy stationthe toy station
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CAUSE OF DEATHS NOT KNOWN
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Santa comes to town
INSIDE TODAY

Don't miss the boat
INSIDE TODAY

MORE than 60 birds have 
mysteriously died in 
Esperance in the past three 
weeks, some literally fall-
ing out of the sky, causing 
concern to residents and 
leaving an eerie absence of 
the feathered creatures in 
some backyards.

Dempster Head resi-
dent Michelle Crisp came 
across a few dead birds in 
her backyard and on fur-
ther investigation gath-
ered 30 more birds around 
her house and surround-
ing area.

“A couple of them were 
convulsing on the ground 
and vomiting, it was really 
quite distressing for us, 
because we used to have a 
lot of birds in our backyard 
and now there are none,” 
she said.

Neighbours Terry and 
Wendy Neville had also 
experienced a number of 
birds dying in their back-
yard.

“There’s quite a notice-
able difference now, I used 
to put the sprinklers on 
and there would heaps of 
birds, now we don’t even 
get one,” Terry said.

D e p a r t m e n t  o f 
En v i ro n m e n t  n a t u re 
conservation coordina-
tor Mike Fitzgerald has 
described the affected 
area as being 38 hectares 
of land from the southern 
end of Dempster Street 
near the caravan park and 
the entrance of Harbour 
Road up to Philip and Orr 
Streets.

“At the present time 
we have no idea what has 
caused the deaths, if it is 
industrial or biological,” 
he said.

“We are sending birds 
for autopsy, but they 
must be recently dead 
and we have found that 
their stomachs are empty 
because they have regur-
gitated whatever they have 
eaten, meaning we can’t 
get a proper sample.”

A specimen was sent 
to pathologist Dr Cleve 
Main at the Department 
of Food and Agriculture to 
determine the cause of the 
birds’ death but no result 
has been received as yet.

The birds being effected 
are the yellow-throated 
miners, new horned hon-
eyeaters and wattle birds 
as well as some seagulls 
that were found at Port 
Authority park.

Mr Fitzgerald said all 
birds were insect or nectar 
eaters, except the seagulls 
which tend to eat a differ-
ent diet, usually carnivo-
rous.

“We believe it could be 
water or insect related, but 
we don’t know until we get 
the results back from the 
pathologist.”

Mr Fitzgerald is asking 
for anyone with informa-
tion regarding the birds’ 
deaths - including chemi-
cal spills, any unusual 
insects or insect behaviour 
- to contact the Department 
of  Environment and 
Conservation.

Michelle Crisp shows off one of the silver-eye birds that she found outside her house on Orr St. Anyone 
who finds a dead bird or has any information is asked to contact CALM.

Birds falling from the sky
By SARAH QUINTON
sarah.quinton@ ruralpress.com

Unique medium 
for stunning 
images
STUNNING images 
and video footage of 
Esperance’s diverse 
marine and terrestrial 
environment will be 
projected onto the Shell 
tank at the corner of the 
Esplanade and Harbour 
Road as a unique way of 
showcasing the region 
to the public.

See page 3

Dempster 
Street 
development 
challenged
THE history of a block 
of land subject to a 
planning application 
for four double-
storey dwellings was 
questioned by its 
neighbours in their 
attempt to have it 
rejected during the 
recent Esperance 
Shire Engineering 
and Development 
committee meeting.

See page 3

Donations from 
supermarket
A NEW initiative by 
IGA Supermarkets 
has enabled two local 
community groups to 
receive donations from 
Pink Lake IGA.

See page 7

Paintball 
returns
CROUCHING in the 
grass, spotting the 
enemy and firing. This 
is not real-life warfare; 
this is paintball, back in 
Esperance after a year’s 
hiatus and ownership 
handover, just in time for 
the summer holidays.

See page 24
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Open since 
1898

Voted Best Pub in Esperance 2013

Come down to 

“The Hole in the Wall”
the home of Live Bands & entertainment every weekend

• Delicious Meals • Accommodation • Cold Beer • Friendly Service

See you at the Esperance

Helpingmedicalresearch Comunitydigs 
deep Rock artat the

Cannery
INSIDE TODAY

INSIDE TODAY

INSIDE TODAY

esperanceexpress.com.au
Page 3

Page 5

Page 5

$1.50 (inc GST)Wednesday, June 12, 2013

Protester chained to gate
By ELIZABETH LANGDALE

A PEACEFUL protest was
held in opposition to the
Esperance Shire’s Free Waste
Weekend last Saturday when
Lindy Vandermeer chained
herself to the entry gate to the
tip.

Shire workers cut Ms
Vandermeer free of the gate
at 8.15am. There was a queue
of approximately 30 cars who
were lined up waiting to get
into the tip. Ms Vandermeer said she

would welcome a Free Waste
Weekend, if it was alternated
with the old style verge pick
up. 

She said the Free Waste
Day was not beneficial to
people who paid their rates
and who did not have a trailer
to take their waste to the tip to
dispose of it. 

She said the Shire was
promoting a ‘throw away’
culture. 

She said it was a shame
that a hard waste verge pick
up was no longer an option
for Esperance residents.
“Some of my most prized
possessions have been col-
lected,” she said. Ms Vandermeer said

“someone’s trash is someone
else’s treasure”. Esperance shire president

Malcolm Heasman said the
Shire was surprised to hear
about Ms Vandermeer’s
protest because she had not
previously raised any con-
cerns with Council. He said it was also confus-

ing because the Shire sought
to provide assistance to those
who needed help transporting
their waste to the waste facil-
ity. 

Mr Heasman said the
Shire had limited resources to
collect household waste and
wanted to avoid untidy
verges, especially when
inclement weather was about. 

He said the Shire informed
the community that help
transporting their waste to the
waste facility was available
and, as it turned out, very few
people requested it. Mr Heasman said the Free

Waste Weekend was popular
again this year with a steady
attendance throughout the
weekend. He said a significant num-

ber of people took advantage
of the opportunity to dispose
of large items for free.

By REX DRABIKSTATE Minister for Agricul ture
and Food Ken Baston was in
Esperance last week, visiting the
Myrup Truck Wash and several
other sites during his first trip to
the town since becoming minister
earlier this year.Mr Baston, a former sheep sta-

tion owner and a Liberal member
for the Mining and Pastoral
Region, met with fellow Mining
and Pastoral member Dave Grills
(WA Nationals) and Shire of
Esperance chief executive officer
Matthew Scott at the Myrup site
on Friday morning for an update
on the $1.45 million truck wash
upgrade, which is due to com-
mence in the coming weeks.

As part of the upgrade, the
Myrup facility will be expanded
to include a 26,000 square metre
evaporation pond, facultative
ponds and associated infrastruc-
ture. The upgrade of the truck
wash to include the integration of
a liquid waste facility was a nec-
essary step to meet Department of
Environment and Conservation
(DEC) standards.The Shire of Esperance has

committed $479,320 to the proj-
ect, with an additional $350,000
coming from the Country Local
Government 

Regional
Component, $520,000 from the
Royalties for Regions program,
through the Department of
Agriculture, and $100,000 from
local industry groups. Work at

the site is expected to take around
five months.Mr Baston said he was pleased

that the Myrup truck wash
upgrade was coming to fruition
after a period of uncertainty.

“This facility is very important
to the region in terms of biosecu-
rity,” he said.“I was here a couple of years

ago and there was a lot of talk
about the future of the truck
wash. I’m very pleased to be here
today to see that they’ve got the
capital behind them and that the
upgrade is about to start,” he said.

Mr Baston also met with
members of the local agricultural
industry and visited the site of the
proposed State Barrier Fence
extension, which its proponents

say will contain wild dogs.“I’m very supportive of the
fence we’ve just upgraded, the
one going all the way up north to
Kalbarri,” Mr Baston said.“The wild dog problem

throughout the state is something
I want to tackle.”On the issue of concessional

loans for struggling farmers, Mr
Baston disagreed with fellow
Liberal Dr Graham Jacobs, mem-
ber for Eyre, that the state gov-
ernment should cover the admin-
istration costs of the federal gov-
ernment’s Farm Finance pack-
age.

“We’re not going to wear the
costs of what is a federal govern-
ment package,” Mr Baston said.

State minister visits truck wash, dog fence site

Peaceful protest: Lindy
Vandermeer chained herself to
the gate entry to the tip on the

weekend. Her sign reads 'BringBack Hard Waste Pick Up'.

Coming to fruition: Shire of Esperance chief executive offi-

cer Matthew Scott, Minister for Agriculture and Food Ken

Baston, and Member for Mining and Pastoral Dave Grills

met on Friday morning for an update on the $1.45 million

Myrup truck wash upgrade, which is due to begin in the

coming weeks.

Address: Lot 2001 Hill Street • Ph: 9071 1233 or Mobile 0429 881 739

WEST GROUPCRANE HIRE

Your State Member for Eyre

Graham Jacobs MLA

Office. Fenwick House, 107 Dempster St, Esperance WA 6450

Post. PO Box 1394, Esperance WA 6450p. 9071 6555  f. 9071 6788

graham.jacobs@mp.wa.gov.au
www.grahamjacobs.com.au
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Authorised by Graham Jacobs MLA, 107 Dempster St, Esperance WA 6450
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House fire suspicious: police

By ELIZABETH LANGDALE

ESPERANCE detectives are treat-

ing  a house fire  last Friday as sus-

picious. 
Esperance Volunteer Fire and

Rescue Service were called to the

Rowse Street house, in Nulsen,

about 4.45pm. 

Captain Mick Rose said a pass-

er-by called triple zero and alerted

the fire brigade to the  fire. 

When the fire brigade arrived it

found the front room of the house

engulfed in flames, he said. 

Police were carrying out foren-

sic examinations at the property,

Esperance Detective Sergeant

Noye said.

He said  detectives were notified

of the  fire about 5.17pm. 

The house was unoccupied at

the time and the owner was

believed to be interstate. 

Det-Sgt Noye said some wit-

nesses who who in the vicinity at

the time of the fire had come for-

ward. He asked anyone with any

information to contact Esperance

detectives on 9079 8990. 

On Wednesday morning the

Esperance Volunteer Fire and

Rescue Service was again called to

the property.

A by-passer called the fire serv-

ice and said there was smoke com-

ing from the house. 

When the volunteers arrived

they could not find any fire in  or

around the property.

By REX DRABIK

TWO consortia have been shortlist-

ed in the ongoing tender process to

design, finance, construct and man-

age a new multi-user iron ore facili-

ty at Esperance Ports Sea and Land.

The shortlisted entities are two of

five consortia that registered their

interest in participating in a Request

for Proposal (RFP) to be involved in

the port expansion project.

In February, State Transport

Minister Troy Buswell accepted an

Esperance Port Authority board rec-

ommendation to start a procurement

process to attract a private sector

consortium to build the new iron

facility. 

The multi-user facility will

increase the port’s iron ore export

capacity by an estimated 10-12 mil-

lion tonnes a year and is aimed at

facilitating export growth in the iron

ore-rich Yilgarn region of Western

Australia.

Esperance Ports Sea and Land

chairman Bob McKinnon said on

Tuesday that one of the shortlisted

consortia included Qube Bulk Pty

Ltd and Brookfield Infrastructure

(Australia) Pty Ltd. 

The other shortlisted party,

Yilgarn Esperance Solutions (YES),

is comprised of McConnell Dowell

Constructors (Aust) Pty Ltd,

Asciano and Marubeni Corporation

Ltd.
“The evaluation panel under the

independent chairmanship of Dr

Ken Michael unanimously agreed

that the two selected consortia had

best addressed the project objectives

in their proposals and clearly

demonstrated that they met the eval-

uation criteria required to proceed,”

Mr McKinnon said.

Mr McKinnon said the evaluation

panel’s recommendation had been

endorsed by the state government’s

public-private partnership steering

committee and also by the port’s

board of directors. “The short-listed

consortia have significant experi-

ence in infrastructure investment as

well as designing, financing and

operating major projects related to

the movement and handling of large

volumes of bulk products,” Mr

McKinnon said.

Esperance Ports Sea and Land

chief executive officer Shayne

Flanagan said a particular feature of

the expansion project was that it was

being financed and developed by the

private sector.

“The scope and capital costs of

the project will be identified by the

private sector, based on its view of

the level of commercially sustain-

able demand for iron ore export

capacity through the port,” he said.

Expansion
shortlist
for port 

Burnt out: The front room of the house was burnt out.

80% of Australian’s do not have

adequate personal insurance.

Are you,

Under Insured

Call Mal Coxall for an obligation free

appointment to discuss your options.

 PRECEPT Financial Services 9071 1210

1/98 Dempster St Esperance

Authorised rep of Charter Financial Planning

e-mail: kdbishop@westnet.com.au

homepage: www.professionalsesperance.com.au

Phone: 9071 2333

Fax: 9071 3832

Freecall: 1800 008 515real people
working in real p

roperty

Property Management
Call our friendly

team today!
co2598070 25/1/13

The Esperance Express wishes 
to thank the community of 

Esperance for their support over 
the last 40 years.

We are proud to be an integral of 
Esperance, reporting local news 
and serving the local community.
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ESPERANCE survived winds of up to 100km/hr and a record 220mm of rain yesterday. Although there was widespread flooding and damage to property, there were no serious injuries or fatalities resulting from 
the ‘perfect’ storm. Pictured above, the entrance to the Esperance Bay Yacht Club was flooded by late yesterday afternoon. PICTURE: LEIGH RITCHIE See story page 3, 4.

Esperance survives

Minister announces 
SES HQ funding
INSIDE TODAY

RECORD 220MM RAIN FALLS

Storm pictorial
INSIDE TODAY

Timmins & Timmins have been building quality homes in Esperance for over 32 years.  

The family-run business employs local sub-contractors and apprentices and strongly believes in  
supporting local business.

Timmins & Timmins can provide all forms of construction, including single and two-storey quality  
finished homes and commercial projects. With MBA fixed price contracts, you can rely on Timmins & 

Timmins for an immediate start on your job and completion on schedule.  
Timmins & Timmins are members of the MBA & HIA. 

Contact the friendly and professional team for an obligation free quote at their 
offices at 4 Hill Street or call (08) 9071 2785. 

atimmins@bigpond.net.au 

    GLEN ECHO PTY LTD ACN 42 008 958 629 trading as 

BUILDING CONTRACTORS 
B.R.B. Reg . No. 9556 

BUILDING  HOMES YOU CAN BE PROUD OF Allan Timmins 0427 926 815  Reg. 7020 Keith  Timmins 0427 991 866 Reg. 12784 

Timmins & Timmins have been building quality homes in Esperance for over 32 years.  

The family-run business employs local sub-contractors and apprentices and strongly believes in  
supporting local business.

Timmins & Timmins can provide all forms of construction, including single and two-storey quality  
finished homes and commercial projects. With MBA fixed price contracts, you can rely on Timmins & 

Timmins for an immediate start on your job and completion on schedule.  
Timmins & Timmins are members of the MBA & HIA. 

Contact the friendly and professional team for an obligation free quote at their 
offices at 4 Hill Street or call (08) 9071 2785. 

atimmins@bigpond.net.au 

    GLEN ECHO PTY LTD ACN 42 008 958 629 trading as 

BUILDING CONTRACTORS 
B.R.B. Reg . No. 9556 

BUILDING  HOMES YOU CAN BE PROUD OF Allan Timmins 0427 926 815  Reg. 7020 Keith  Timmins 0427 991 866 Reg. 12784 

BUILDING CONTRACTORS
B.R.B. Reg. No. 9556

GLEN ECHO PTY LTD ACN 42 008 958 629 trading as

BUILDING hOmeS yOU CAN Be pROUD Of
Allan Timmins 0427 926 815 Reg. 7020
Keith Timmins 0427 991 866 Reg. 12784

Timmins & Timmins have been building quality homes in Esperance for over 32 years.
The family-run business employs local sub-contractors and apprentices and strongly believes in 

supporting local business. Timmins & Timmins can provide all forms of construction, including single 
and two-storey quality finished homes and commercial projects. With MBA fixed price contracts, you 

can rely on Timmins & Timmins for an immediate start on your job and completion on schedule.
Timmins & Timmins are members of the MBA & HIA.

Contact the friendly and professional team for an obligation free quote at their 
offices at 4 hill Street or call (08) 9071 2785.

atimmins@bigpond.net.au
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Married twice
INSIDE TODAY

Hockey season ends
INSIDE TODAY

AIR CONDITIONING & REFRIGERATION SPECIALISTS
42 Norseman Rd. Ph 9071 7176 Your local                        Dealer

Confused about 
Superannuation?
Talk to Mal Coxall about:

SKFG Financial Group 9071 1210

LOCAL historic landmark Dempster home-
stead was last week officially declared as herit-
age listed. 

The three acres of land upon which the 
homestead stands was included in the listing 
by the Heritage Council.

The homestead has been on a waiting list for 
declaration as a heritage site for well over two 
years and the announcement comes as a great 
relief to museum curator Dorothy Andre.

“It’s a good piece of history saved,” Mrs 
Andre said.

“We have lost too many of the old buildings 
in Esperance.”

Earlier this year when the Main Roads WA 
considered two proposed options for the 
Esperance Port Access Corridor Alignment, 
concern was raised over the impact that such a 
decision would have on the homestead.

However heritage architect Ronald 
Bodycoat’s submissions to Main Roads WA, 
the National Trust, the Heritage Council of WA, 
the Australian Heritage Council, the Federal 
Heritage Minister Peter Garrett and his state 
counterpart Michelle Roberts, together with 
local public criticism, were enough to stop the 
development from going ahead as proposed.

Shire President Ian Mickle, on being told 
that the homestead was officially on the herit-
age list, said it was fantastic news.

“It’s a very important piece of Esperance 
history saved,” Mr Mickle said.

“The Dempsters showed great spirit and 
great persistence to set themselves up here.”

The three Dempster brothers Andrew, 
Edward and William, built the 10 room home-
stead in 1863 and it is said to be the first house 
in Esperance. 

Its current owner Marie Louise Wordsworth 
bought the house in the 1960s after moving to 
Esperance from Tasmania and spent count-
less months and and a substantial amount of 

Dempster homestead 
now heritage listed

DEMPSTER Homestead now has an official heritage listing.

money restoring the old building.
“She spent a lot of money fixing up the place,” 

Mrs Andre said.
“She saved it - if she hadn’t bought it, it prob-

ably would have been bulldozed.”
Once a year Mrs Wordsworth lets the muse-

um open the house to the public and all the 
money raised through entrance fees goes to the 
museum.

“She’s helped us raise thousands of dollars 
for the museum over the years - she’s a very gen-
erous lady,” Mrs Andre said.

Now that the site has heritage listing the 
owner can apply for grants from the heritage 
committee for upkeep and restoration of the 
house.

“It needs a lot of work done, for example, the 
roof is leaky,” Mrs Andre said.

While the owners can perform restorations 
they must comply with heritage council speci-
fications.

Mrs Wordsworth did not know the listing had 
been made official until Wednesday afternoon 
and was extremely pleased to hear the news.

“I’m so glad its finally been approved,” she 
said.

“Its such a nice old building and very impor-
tant to the town.”

The Perth Heritage Committee is to visit to 
the homestead to do an archaeological dig on 
the land in search of two graves that are said to 
be there.

Mrs Andre doesn’t know what they will do 
with the graves if they find them but believes 
that they should stay there because the house 
and land is protected now.

Mrs Wordsworth now lives in Perth but has 
a caretaker and a gardener on the property but 
has no apparent intentions to sell the home.

“I hope she never sells it,” Mrs Andre said.
Mrs Andre said Prince Charles stayed at the 

homestead during the 1970s.

By RACHAEL BRICE

Esperance 
birthday 
celebrations
THE Esperance 
Birthday celebrations 
will be taking place 
this Saturday marking 
the 113th anniversary 
of Esperance 
officially becoming a 
municipality.
See page 3

Film to be 
shot on Woody 
Island
FORMER Esperance 
resident turned 
film-maker, Brendan 
Ritchie, is set to 
showcase Woody 
Island and the 
Recherche Archipelago 
in his upcoming film 
titled Woody Island.
See page 5

A park of 
history
WITH the Esperance 
Birthday celebrations 
fast approaching, now 
is a great time to look 
back at the history 
behind Esperance’s 
iconic Museum Park 
Village.
See page 5

Beachcombers 
wanted
LOCAL artists, 
sculptors and 
carpenters are being 
encouraged to take up 
beachcombing over 
the next few months 
to find material for an 
upcoming art exhibition 
– Flotsam and Jetsam.
See page 8

Open 2-5pm Tuesday-Sunday • 6 Woods St, Esperance• Ph/Fax 9071 5248
Email: mermaid@comswest.net.au • www.mermaidleather.com.au

Australia’s only specialist fi sh 
and shark leather tannery...

Proudly registered as a business since January 10, 1994!

RIGHT HERE IN 
YOUR OWN TOWN

TRUELY 
UNIQUE

Come and see the beautiful range of giftware for all ages
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SECOND BEST TOWN IN AUSTRALIA AND …

Friday March 27, 2009 www.esperance.yourguide.com.au Vol 37 No 25 $1.30 (inc GST)

THE ESPERANCE

Fire drill
INSIDE TODAY

Condy fair
INSIDE TODAY

AIR CONDITIONING & REFRIGERATION SPECIALISTS
42 Norseman Rd. Ph 9071 7176 Your local                        Dealer

Confused about 
Superannuation?
Talk to Mal Coxall about:

SKFG Financial Group 9071 1210

Best in WA!

 ESPERANCE Regional Tourism Association representative Meredith Clark and Shire Manager of Tourism and Culture, German Ugarte, are very pleased that Esperance was voted 
as WA’s number one town, and the second best town in Australia, by Australian Traveller magazine.

IT’S official – Esperance is the best town in 
Western Australia, and one of Australia’s top 
towns.

The latest issue of Australian Traveller maga-
zine features an article on the 100 best towns in 
Australia, where Esperance dominated compe-
tition against heavyweight tourist destinations 
such as Broome, Byron Bay, Margaret River, and 
95 other locations, to take out second place.

Yamba, in New South Wales, took out the 

number one position, while Queensland’s Port 
Douglas came in third.

Esperance is described by Australian 
Traveller as “the real secret of WA.”

“Esperance is insanely beautiful, and is 
described by most who see the remote area as 
the most beautiful coastline in Australia,” the 
magazine states.

Esperance was one of three WA towns to fin-
ish in the top 10 on the list, with Broome taking 
out fourth place, and Margaret River coming in 
at number 10.

All up, WA had a total of 13 towns on the list.
Editor of Australia Traveller, Greg Barton, 

described the reasoning behind the list.

“Every year we had a 100 things issue, and 
several months ago we put a call out to readers 
to let us know what their favourite town is, for 
whatever reason - it could be the most beautiful 
town, it could be the friendliest town.

“A list of towns was then collated and 
researched, and then 12 judges were chosen 
from various parts of tourism in Australia, who 
each went through the list and made some sug-
gestions of their own.

“We made sure each judge represented dif-
ferent tastes – we had fashionistas, grumpy old 
men, sports nuts, tourism industry experts, 
travel writers, and even some well-trained nor-
mal people.” Continued page 4

By CALE HILL
cale.hill@ruralpress.com

Road safety 
initiative
ESPERANCE has 
become the first 
rural town in Western 
Australia to commit to 
a voluntary community 
project to lower driving 
speeds.
See page 3

Beacon 
collapses
A RED No2 port 
channel beacon 
that indicates the 
shipping channel into 
the Esperance Port 
collapsed overnight on 
Friday. 
See page 3

Local 
responds to 
Queensland oil 
spill
AN Esperance Officer 
from The Department 
For Planning And 
Infrastructure (DPI), 
along with seven other 
Western Australian 
officers, have travelled 
to Brisbane as team 
leaders to assist in a 
shoreline clean up of 
the Queensland Coast 
in response to a recent 
fuel spill. 
See page4

Merrivale book 
launch
ESPERANCE woman 
Carole King has 
compiled a book, which 
gives an insight into 
the lives of and history 
of early residents of 
the Merrivale area.
See page 6

WEST GROUP

Address: Lot 2001 Hill Street
Ph: 9071 1233 or Mobile: 0429 881 739

CRANE HIRE

Shop 15/77 Dempster Street, Esperance
PH:  (08) 9071 7829  FX:  (08) 9071 7834

Come see our excellent range of top quality 
chocolates for your special someone.

We also carry a variety of giftware and cards for your one stop gift 
solution... Not forgetting the bookshop which has new and second 
hand books to read by the fire whilst you enjoy your chocolates.
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SLIPPERY ROCKS ACCIDENT A WARNING TO ALL

Friday July 23, 2010 www.esperanceexpress.com Vol 38 No 58 $1.40 (inc GST)

THE ESPERANCE

DEC wants Thomas River
INSIDE TODAY

Truckwash update
INSIDE TODAY

Fire station turns 40
INSIDE TODAY

80% of Australian’s do not have
adequate personal insurance.

Are you,

Under Insured

Call Mal Coxall for an obligation free
appointment to discuss your options.

 PRECEPT Financial Services 9071 1210
1/98 Dempster St Esperance

Authorised rep of Charter Financial Planning

AIR CONDITIONING & REFRIGERATION SPECIALISTS
42 Norseman Rd. Ph 9071 7176 Your local                        Dealer

A SUNNY afternoon could have 
turned out to be a tragic tale had 
it not been for the quick-witted 
cousins involved.

Sarah Fitzgerald and Danica 
VandenBogert were enjoying 
their last days of school holidays, 
walking between West Beach and 
Lovers Cove, when Sarah slipped 
about 100m off a rock and into the 
water and could not get out.

The severely short sighted 
16-year-old, who lost her glasses 
when she fell into the water, was 
desperately trying to climb out but 
the waves made it extremely diffi-
cult.

“I slipped down the rock into 
the water and landed in a wave,” 
Sarah said.

“I stood up but was dragged 
back up by another wave - I thought 
I was going to die so I just accepted 
it.

“I remembered seeing a ravine 
in the rocks while I was taking pho-
tos and I managed to use the waves 
to pull myself up into it, where I sat 
until Danica came to help me.”

In the meantime Sarah’s cousin 
Danica, 15, called for help and then 
came to Sarah’s rescue.

“Danica slid down a rock which 
was about 70 degrees and attempt-
ed to pull me out using her leg so 
she remained stable on the slip-
pery rocks, pulling me to safety.”

At that stage Danica left Sarah to 
ring for help as there was no recep-
tion where they were.

“I was on the phone but all I 
could hear was Sarah screaming 

for help,” Danica said.
“I was freaking out as we are 

best friends and I didn’t want my 
best friend to die,” she said.

Danica was eventually able to 
pull Sarah out and helped her to 
the top of the rock.

Sa r a h’s  m o t h e r,  Ro by n 
Fitzgerald, said she wanted to use 
the incident as a warning to others 
to be careful on the slippery rocks.

“Someone was obviously look-
ing after Sarah and Danica,” Ms 
Fitzgerald said.

“The girls were smart and didn’t 
panic and were clever with what 
they did and knew what they had 
to do.

“You would think that girls their 
age would get panic stricken, but 
not these two.”

Since then Ms Fitzgerald has 
forbidden Sarah to climb any more 
rocks.

Luckily the Esperance Senior 
High School student got away with 
no broken bones but she has grazed 
limbs and is relying on crutches to 
move around.

Esperance Police took the two 
shaken girls to the Esperance 
Hospital. 

Officer in Charge Senior 
Sergeant Ricky Chadwick said that 
this incident proves how easy a fun 
day can change in a moment.

“The outcome in this instance 
could have been a lot worse,” he 
said.

“The coastline is beautiful but 
does present some hazards, in par-
ticular the rocks that are wet are 
extremely slippery. 

“It presents a real danger if you 
slip and fall into the ocean, and 
that can happen so easily,” he 
said.

Girl survives fall into sea

ABOVE :  COUS INS 
Danica VandenBogert 
and Sarah Fitzgerald 
recall their traumatic 
experience battling the 
elements of nature in a 
bid to survive.

LEFT: ESPERANCE girl 
Danica VandenBogert at 
the West Beach site just 
before her cousin Sarah 
Fitzgerald, who took this 
photo, slipped and fell 
into the waves on Friday.

By JULIA KOGAN
julia.kogan@ruralpress.
com

WILL PINK LAKE EVER BE PINK AGAIN?

Friday January 14, 2011 www.esperanceexpress.com.au Vol 39 No 04 $1.40 (inc GST)

THE ESPERANCE

Wheat spill
INSIDE TODAY
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INSIDE TODAY
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INSIDE TODAY
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42 Norseman Rd. Ph 9071 7176 Your local                        Dealer

ee 14/1/11

PINK Lake appears to be regain-
ing its pinkish hue after around 
ten years of being a pale shade of 
its former glory.

While Esperance has numer-
ous lakes, there are few which 
have that intensity of pink col-
our, most being on private prop-
erty.

This distinctive colour is 
caused by the alga Dunaliella 
salina and the pink bacterium 
Halobacterium cutirubrum, 
both of which are salt tolerant.

Halobacteria grows in the salt 
crust at the bottom of the lake, 
and any pink colour evident is 
due to a balance between the 
Dunaliella salina and the halo-
bacteria.

At high salinities, high tem-
peratures and in high light, the 
alga accumulates the red caro-
tenoid pigment, beta carotene 
(this is the same pigment as in 
carrots.

The beta-carotene protects 
the alga against damage by high 
light and gives it the orange-red 
colour, which in turn colours 
the lake pink.

Local historian, Merv Andre, 
points out that the lake com-
monly known as Pink Lake is 
officially named Spencer Lake.

“It’s just always been known 
as the Pink Lake,” he said, “and 
is only one of three pink lakes in 
Western Australia which are col-
oured pink because of the alga, 

Dunaliella salina.
“The others are Lake Hillier 

on Middle Island and Hutt 
Lagoon, north of Geraldton.

“There might be other lakes 
which are pink, but it is not from 
Dunaliella salina.”

Mr Andre says he believes the 
pink colour is now returning to 
the Pink Lake, following the clo-
sure of the local salt works last 
year.

“When I said I believed they 
were taking too much salt out 
of the lake and that this would 
have an adverse affect on the 
lake’s colour, that was hotly con-
tested,” Mr Andre said.

“But I am sure that within five 
years, the lake will be a brilliant 
pink again.”

Peter Lister, who was Manager 
of the WA Salt Supply Company, 
which mined salt from Pink Lake 
before the company finished 
operations mid-2010, said there 
were a few contributing factors 
to the lake’s colour or lack of.

“When we have really wet 
years like we did in 2000, 2001 
and 2005 that affects the colour,” 
he said, “and it takes a couple of 
years to recover from that.

“But it’s the same every year, 
it starts to get pinker every year 
around mid-January to mid-
February.”

Mr Andre also said he had been 
told by “people who are supposed 
to know”, that there is an under-
ground hyper-saline stream, 
coming down from Norseman 
that feeds into Pink Lake.

“The colour of the lake is 
affected by its level of salinity 

Pink Lake mystery

THIS aerial photo shows how extensive the lakes system is around Esperance.

SITUATED north-east of Gibson, this small, but richly pink coloured lake is 
located on private property.

and this is also affected by how 
much rainfall we get.

“So, in winter, you will find 
that when the lake gets to be less 
salty, with the inflow of winter 
rains, that the lake will cease to 
be as pink.

“It then takes some months 
for the alga blooms to reinstate 
themselves.”

Mr Andre also pointed out that 
it was not uncommon for lakes in 
the area to be a variety of colours.

“My son has a property at 
Scaddan with ten lakes on it, and 
they are all different colours,” he 
said.

Continued Page 3

By CHERYL LONG
cheryl.long@ruralpress.
com

120 Dempster Street • 9071 6167

Maestro Music

Happy 40th birthday to the Esperance Express
• GuitarS • ampS • percuSSion 
• muSic LeSSonS • DVDS • cDS
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PINK Lake appears to be regain-
ing its pinkish hue after around 
ten years of being a pale shade of 
its former glory.

While Esperance has numer-
ous lakes, there are few which 
have that intensity of pink col-
our, most being on private prop-
erty.

This distinctive colour is 
caused by the alga Dunaliella 
salina and the pink bacterium 
Halobacterium cutirubrum, 
both of which are salt tolerant.

Halobacteria grows in the salt 
crust at the bottom of the lake, 
and any pink colour evident is 
due to a balance between the 
Dunaliella salina and the halo-
bacteria.

At high salinities, high tem-
peratures and in high light, the 
alga accumulates the red caro-
tenoid pigment, beta carotene 
(this is the same pigment as in 
carrots.

The beta-carotene protects 
the alga against damage by high 
light and gives it the orange-red 
colour, which in turn colours 
the lake pink.

Local historian, Merv Andre, 
points out that the lake com-
monly known as Pink Lake is 
officially named Spencer Lake.

“It’s just always been known 
as the Pink Lake,” he said, “and 
is only one of three pink lakes in 
Western Australia which are col-
oured pink because of the alga, 

Dunaliella salina.
“The others are Lake Hillier 

on Middle Island and Hutt 
Lagoon, north of Geraldton.

“There might be other lakes 
which are pink, but it is not from 
Dunaliella salina.”

Mr Andre says he believes the 
pink colour is now returning to 
the Pink Lake, following the clo-
sure of the local salt works last 
year.

“When I said I believed they 
were taking too much salt out 
of the lake and that this would 
have an adverse affect on the 
lake’s colour, that was hotly con-
tested,” Mr Andre said.

“But I am sure that within five 
years, the lake will be a brilliant 
pink again.”

Peter Lister, who was Manager 
of the WA Salt Supply Company, 
which mined salt from Pink Lake 
before the company finished 
operations mid-2010, said there 
were a few contributing factors 
to the lake’s colour or lack of.

“When we have really wet 
years like we did in 2000, 2001 
and 2005 that affects the colour,” 
he said, “and it takes a couple of 
years to recover from that.

“But it’s the same every year, 
it starts to get pinker every year 
around mid-January to mid-
February.”

Mr Andre also said he had been 
told by “people who are supposed 
to know”, that there is an under-
ground hyper-saline stream, 
coming down from Norseman 
that feeds into Pink Lake.

“The colour of the lake is 
affected by its level of salinity 

Pink Lake mystery

THIS aerial photo shows how extensive the lakes system is around Esperance.

SITUATED north-east of Gibson, this small, but richly pink coloured lake is 
located on private property.

and this is also affected by how 
much rainfall we get.

“So, in winter, you will find 
that when the lake gets to be less 
salty, with the inflow of winter 
rains, that the lake will cease to 
be as pink.

“It then takes some months 
for the alga blooms to reinstate 
themselves.”

Mr Andre also pointed out that 
it was not uncommon for lakes in 
the area to be a variety of colours.

“My son has a property at 
Scaddan with ten lakes on it, and 
they are all different colours,” he 
said.

Continued Page 3

By CHERYL LONG
cheryl.long@ruralpress.
com

For all your scrapbooking 
and papercraft needs

• Paper • Tools • Embellishments 
• School Holiday Classes • Invitation services 

• Scrapbooking Lessons • Birthday Parties
Unit 2, 41 Norseman Rd, Esperance • Phone (08) 9071 7960

VERMEY
building coMpanY
• Sheds • Patios • Pergolas • Carports

35 years of experience in shed building
Your password for reliable craftsmanship

Contact Rudy on 9071 2711 or 0428 712 711

Congratulations to the 
Express—40 years young
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Wednesday, May 16, 2012

Special day for nurses
INSIDE TODAY

Mother’s Day celebrated
INSIDE TODAY

Trip down memory lane
INSIDE TODAY

www.esperanceexpress.com.au        Local news since 1973       $1.40 (inc GST)

Roster boon for doctors
THE Southern Inland Health
Initiative (SIHI) has introduced a
24/7 emergency roster which
enables Esperance District
Hospital to always have a doctor on
site between 8am and 8pm and one
within 10 minutes’ travel of the
hospital after hours. 

THE Minister for Health, Dr Kim
Hames MLA, said in Esperance on
Thursday the roster benefited both
the hospital and the doctors.
“Previously rural doctors had little
private time and what they did get
was frequently disrupted,” he said.

“Having this roster means when
doctors have time off they are able
to enjoy it, which also helps us to
attract doctors to the region.”

Dr Toby Pearn said the roster
had been hugely successful for
patients too.

“People are now assured of get-
ting the attention they need, par-
ticularly over the summer months
when we receive an influx of visi-
tors who do not have a GP in town,”
he said.

While in Esperance, Dr Hames
was shown a mobile X-ray machine
donated by First Quantum
Minerals (FQM).

FQM manager, government and
community relations Dave Coggin

said the company was pleased to
donate the machine somewhere it
would be useful.

Dr Hames thanked FQM for the
donation and said it was a fantastic
piece of equipment for the hospi-
tal. “Since the machine is mobile it
can be used anywhere in the hospi-
tal and it also gives immediate
results which is really useful.”

The previous X-ray machine at
the hospital has now been trans-
ferred to Ravensthorpe Hospital.
“This one gift will greatly benefit
two communities,” Dr Hames said.

The $31.8 million development
of the hospital was also discussed,
both at the hospital and at a public
forum held at the Civic Centre. 

The development aims to pro-
vide the hospital with 11 emer-
gency bays, rather than the three
operating now, to expand operat-
ing areas, upgrade birthing suites
and the maternity ward. 

The wider use of the Tele health
system, which enables doctors and
patients in Esperance to speak live
via a video link to specialists in
other locations, will also be
encouraged.  

“We are very excited about
Telehealth as it increases the con-
tact people are able to have with
the health care system, and we
want to expand it’s use,” Dr Hames
said.

The hospital upgrade work is
expected to be complete by 2015.

A 63-YEAR-old Adelaide man
drowned off Quagi beach after
he slipped and fell from rocks
at 3.25pm on Saturday.

Esperance police Sergeant
Beswick said the man was holi-

daying with his wife and
friends at the time.

“It appears the man had
gone finishing with his wife
and friend when he fell into the
water from the rocks,” he said.

Sgt Beswick said the man’s
wife and friend attempted to
rescue him before Esperance
police were notified and

attended the scene.
An officer swam out to

retrieve the deceased.
St John Ambulance

Esperance and their commu-
nity paramedic were also at the
scene.

Sgt Beswick said the man
was fishing from one of the two
rocky outcrops in the area

when he was seen to slide into
the water.

Police, will now look into the
safety aspects of the incident
including signage and anchor
points and conduct a coronial
investigation.

Sgt Beswick said the swell
was moderate at Quagi beach
at the time.

Adelaide tourist drowns at Quagi beach
By LAUREN VARDY
lauren.vardy@ruralpress.com

AN Adelaide man drowned off Quagi beach on Saturday
afternoon.

SHERRYL Wolfenden, Dr Graham Jacobs, Dr Kim Hames, Peter Tredinnick, Dave Coggin and Wendy Duncan with the new mobile X-
ray machine.

By LIV GAUNT
liv.gaunt@ruralpress.com
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Port to expand
INSIDE TODAY

School days
INSIDE TODAY

At the races
INSIDE TODAY

www.esperanceexpress.com.au        Local news since 1973       $1.40 (inc GST)

By Rex Drabik

ESPERANCE residents were evacu-
ated from their homes on Monday
as two fires blazed near the town,
threatening lives and homes.

With fire conditions in
Esperance at an all-time high,
Monday’s temperature peaked at
40.7C with wind gusts up to 50
km/h from a south-westerly direc-
tion.

Two fixed-wing aircraft were
dispatched from Albany to assist,
with at least one house confirmed
as seriously damaged in the blazes.

According to the Department of
Fire and Emergency Services, the
first fire near Ocean Street in
Sinclair was reported to authorities
just before 11am.

Ocean Street and John Street

were closed off to the public, as
emergency services fought to pre-
vent the flames from spreading to a
nearby school and houses.

Sinclair resident Jody Marsh
said she initially feared her house
was in the path of the fire when she
saw the smoke billowing from
Sinclair.

“We saw the smoke coming
from the area near our house and
we rushed home to grab a few
things,” she said.

“The police encouraged us to
evacuate but we decided to stay at
our house.

“The flames were right behind
the Esperance Christian Primary
School. 

“We stayed in our house with a
couple a friends and water.”

With the fire raging in adjacent

bushland, Esperance Christian
Primary School students were
evacuated from their classes at
about 11am and placed on a bus.

“We took the precautionary
measure to remove the children
from their classes and put them on
a bus,” Esperance Christian
Primary principal Anne Tonkin
said.

“We sat on the bus for a while
and then the emergency services
asked us to disembark from the
bus. 

“All the kids and staff then wait-
ed in one classroom near the exit. 

“We kept the bus on stand-by.”
At 3.45pm, a bushfire all clear

was issued for the Sinclair area.
The second blaze in the Pink

Lake area was reported to emer-
gency services ay about 12.30pm. 

According to DFES, the second
fire started between Spencer Street
and Eleven Mile Beach Road, with
confirmed reports that one house
and three sheds were seriously
damaged in the blaze.

Efforts were made to establish a
containment line on one side of the
fire, with DFES confirming that the
fire was finally brought under con-
trol and contained about 9 pm.

An emergency bushfire warning
was issued for residents living in
the vicinity of Dunkley Circuit,
Barook Road, Eleven Mile Beach
Road, Spencer Road, Keenan Road
and Sanctuary Crescent in Pink
Lake in the Shire of Esperance.

Residents were warned of the
immediate danger and were told to
“act immediately” to survive, with
a threat to lives and homes. 

Those who were not home at the
time of the fires were warned it was
too dangerous to return.

Fixed-wing water bombers and
about 50 fire fighters fought the
fast-moving Pink Lake bushfire,
which burned in a north-easterly
direction at about 1000 metres per
hour, with embers flying about 200
metres ahead of the fire front.

In all, an estimated 380 hectres
were destroyed in the Pink Lake
area, with an additional 15 hectres
in the Sinclair area.Investigations
into the causes of Monday’s fires
are continuing.

Police believe that at least one of
the fires may have been deliberate-
ly lit.

❑ More pictures page 4

Esperance ablaze

NIGHT time backburning as seen from Pink Lake.
Photo by David Green.
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Esperance Holden celebrating 
40 years with the Esperance Express

VF

1DPH852. Have you always dreamed of owning a Clubsport?! Well now you 
can, this 6 speed manual, 6.2 Litre V8 can be yours! Need Finance? No problem. 

2010 HOLDEN CLUBSPORT R8

$49,981
E28997. 6 speed auto comes with tint, factory alloys & has AFM (active 
fuel management) so you don’t have to worry about a thirsty V8.

2009 HOLDEN SS

$27,838
1ECA618. This V8 SS has a beautiful note to it & comes complete with the 
6 speed manual transmission. 

2007 HOLDEN COMMODORE SS

$25,111

ARRIVING AT ESPERANCE HOLDEN SOON

EASY FINANCE 
AVAILABLE

EASY FINANCE 
AVAILABLE

EASY FINANCE 
AVAILABLE

QUALITY USED
40 years with the Esperance Express40 years with the Esperance Express

2010 HOLDEN CLUBSPORT R82010 HOLDEN CLUBSPORT R8

EASY FINANCE 
AVAILABLE


