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VOTING WITH TH§IR FEET: Hundrads of paople, upset about the paca of housing delivery and the evictions of poor peopls, march '

from Keizergracht to Wale Streat.
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Outsourcing of delivery no solution, say housing protesters

MICHELLE JONES

CAPE FLATS residents hawve
taken to the strests of central
Cape Town in protest over slowr
service delivery, the privatisa-
tion of housing and evictions,

The joint committes repre-
senting residents of the NE
Gateway flats, the Joe Slowo
informal settlement and the
Symphony Way settlement in
Delft organised yesterday’'s

| march with the Anti Eviction

Campaign.

Their aim was to speed wp
housing delivery and draw
attention to the prohlems
cansad by the privatisation of
housing — consiruction by
Thubelisha Homes amd hows-

ing management by Trafalgar
Properties.

About 200 gathered in
Kedzergracht, where they were
instriscted to write their griev-
ances on slips of paper that
they placed inside three home-
made coffing representing
Thubelisha Homes, housing
management company Trafal-
gar, and Housing MEC Richard
Dvantyl.

They then marched and
danced their way through the
central city singing traditional
protest songs, o the offices of
the provincial Department of
Lacal Government and Housing.

“They must give us hoises
immediately,” said John Titus,
who lives in the Symphony

Way settlement with his wife
and five children. He had besn
on the waiting list for six years
and “enough is enough'.

Campaign organisers read
the memorandum to Dyantyi
patside his offices and allowed
him to sign it.

In the memorandum, they
urged Dyantyi to declars the
housing backlog a state of
SIErEENCY. 7

They recommended that he
start by "scrapping the laws
that allow for the eviction of
poor people”,

“Your department st
fake direct responsibility for
housing, housing delivery, and
houglng management.

"But you continue to out-

sopree and privatise housing
and housing delivery, as if this
wias a solution, rather than ack-
nowledging that this is part of
the problem.

“Bvict Trafalgar and
Thubelisha Homes, not the
poar people.”

Dvantyi’s spokesperson,
Vusi Tshose, said the depart-
meent ackinowledzed that 410 000
people needed firmal homes.

“It i our business o build
houses. Houzing is our priority
But there are certain things we
can't pesolve overndght.”

Tshose said the depart-
ment's bodget enabled the
building of only 16000 houses &
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