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Housing MEC
defends use of
private sector

"We need partners to fight backlog’

By FRANCIS HWESHE
Special Comespondent

Housing MEC Richard Dvantyi
hag defended the private sector
involvernent in housing provie
siom in the provinee,

He was responding to the
claim that the povernment
coilld not meet the housing
challenge alone after a march
by hundreds of frustrated peo-
ple from across the Cape Flats.

“We pesd more partners to
deliver houses and fight the
backlog," Dyvantgy told the
media after the toryi-
. tovied outside his  office,
demanding that hiz depart-
ment cut ties with housipg
companies Thubelisha Homes
and Trafalgar Property Man-
agement.

The protesters aceized the
companies of cor
incompetenioe and of a.busmi:
the rights of the poor,

They said the government
should not privatise howsing
but rather congider the plight
of single parents, farmworkers
and other poor people who

“desparately need proper hous-
ing, especially now that it iz
wintber”.

Dyvantyl said the people's

concerns regarding better-

housing were understandable,
but countered that while hous-
ing was not being privatised,
hiz department would continee
forging partmerships with
Thubelisha and Trafalgar in a
l;ubi?m fight the growing back-

He said business, banks and
communities, among other
roleplayers, formed eritical pil-
lars in the government’s
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response o providing decent
housing in the province.

But he would take the issues
raised against the companies
into eonslideration.

The protesters, some of
whom said they were living on
pavements in Delft, yesterday
rallied behind the Antl-
Eviction Campaign which
spearhbeaded the action. They
were also supported by organi-
sations such as Cosatu,

Holding aloft placards bear
ing messages such as “Banks
must stop selling our houses to
corrapt | agencies”,  they
accused Thubelisha of forcing
Pesple to temporary relocation
arazs “with the falss pmmi:sauf
housing™.

“¥our were then responsible
fior the building of flats of sub-
standard quality for the poor
people ... Then vou carried out
mazzs eviction of peopls who
had been on the waiting list for
o than 20 years.

"8ix months later; they are
still on the pevement, in the
dead of winter, opposite empty
housas,

“Mow you want to evict
maore people from shacks 1o
bulld more shoddy housing,™
they said in & memorandum
they handed to the compsany

In another memorandum to
Trafalgar, they accused that
company of exploiting "the
poor pecple on the M2 Gateway
Housing Project™.

"W don't need any more 1et-
ters fromm you as they create
heartache and pain for pen-
sionars and single mothers,”
the memorandum safd,

Wiseman Gouma of the
Western Cape Bond Forum,
who was among the protesters,
said vietims of retrenchmenis,
job losses and those who had
been on contract employmeni
were being evicted from their
houses by banks for failure o
pay bonds.

“The government should
help these people,” he =aid.

Blzwe Nguge of the Treat-
ment Action Campaisn zaid
HIV-positive people living in
shacks needed better housing
a5 the floods and cold weather
put their lives at risk.

“We want proper howses ™
said Emma Lucas, a mother of
glx from Gugulethu, addinmg
that she was a backyard
dwellar
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