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Prices and Incomes Policy. In
years to dlscussing the ot |
our view the Accord signed with the A n
February 1983 Is no different to the soclal contract that
proved so distastrous for British workers under
Labour Governments in the 1970s. The experience of
the Accord to date has resulted in cuts to wages and
living standards and 1t will not give workers a share of
the limited economic recovery now evident.

Labor Militant looks at the nature of the capitallst
economic crisls and the soclallst measures needed to
confront a crisis of this depth. The crisls Is not caused
by wages rises, nor will wages cuts help resolve the
ecrisis In favour of the working class.

We also devote a lot of attention to the threat of war
and the wars already going on. From Central America
to the Middle East, the United States and its allies are
determined to block progresslve movements in order
to protec! their economic Interests. Reagan's drive to
war Increases the danger of nuclear war and
Australia's participation as part of the U.S. war
machine must cease. We must remove the U.S.bases
and withdraw from the aggressive ANZUS military
pact.

Labor Militant campalgns for progressive policies
for liberation struggles world wide — in El Salvador,
for Solidarity’s struggle for socialist democracy in
Poland. for the rights of the Palestinian people and
against Israeli aggression In the Middle East, for the
anti-Marcos movement in the Phillipines and against
the Indonesian occupation of East Timor, and for the
_Meed to make reparatlons to Vietnam.

Labor Is In government In four states and federal]y
yet never before has there been a bigger gap betweey
stated Labor policy and government performance, |eq
alone the gap between performance and working class
Interests. This gap Is reflected in important debate
and discussion within Party branches and at
Conference. We believe that the most free and open
debaté within the Party and affiliated unions on policy
and practice is necessary to develop positions and
actions that can represent the working class from
whom Labor draws its strength.

But current structures of the Party and new
yndemogratic rules and practices prevent this. So we
support moves to democratise these structures — in
particular, to make the Parllamentarians and Party
officers truly accountable to the ranks, unions and
Branches.

Recently Labor Militant amalgamated with another
left. Party journal, Socialist Fight. This has
strengthened our national coverage and distribution
We have now opened up the pages of the combined
Journal to a wider debate and we have invited
contributions from those In the Left who have
viewpoints whieh differ to those expressed in Labor
Militant. We also encourage debate through letters
and reviews.

If you agree with our alms we encourage you to help
finance and distribute Labor Militant. You can get
each Issue sent by mall at a cost of 36 for 10 issues. We
can also make arrangements to have a bundle of any
slze malled or dellvered for your Branch or for you to
sell. There are high costs involved in the production of
a publication like Labor Militant so any financial con
tribution will help to ensure its continued regular ap-
pearance,

For subscriptions or any further information please
flll In the clip-off below or write to any of the addres-
ses on the following page.
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‘crumbling
Your readers may be In-
teresied 1o know that David
Lange, the New Zealand
Prime Minister, has just
starfed fo “crumble” the no-
nukes policy the Labour Party
wenl to the natlon on,
He has now begun fo say, “If
it can be shown that nuclear-

propelled warships are safe,

then the Labour Party

Government will let them use
harbour.”

our -

This flles in the face of an
absolutely e, cast-iron
pledge to refuse eniry to
nuclear-propelled ships,

This “crumbling™ occurred
with 24-hours of a so-called
opinion showlng that only 2%
of New Zealanders wanted
::tclm‘pmpeued ships kept

An earlier oplnl n
showed 76% P L’r"" l\?enw
anllandere:’ opposed to
nuclear-armed shy -
lowed in. e

All the best to you. Ky
Imelgu»or] work with Lahm
ant.

Fraternally yours,
Heclo;v MacNell,
‘ellington,

New Zealand

‘Zionist terror in
Srl Lanka’

More than fif| en
e i
srae i
by the PLO mh‘:;;:‘:;?’ln
Colombo — arrived in §rj
l.ann'ucapilntrecenll to set
Up & sophisticated [nte] ce
network from g “*Special
terests” section of the 1.5
Embassy there, Alreudy'
lhereuamuporfnmersas'
mércenarles from Britaln
bullding & Paramllitary force
for the ruling right-wing
regime's arm;

alrocities against the T
Peaple 1y ihe an
IEE g North and East

of
This latest avert Zi,
nection with the ity (';n-
Lankan
linkige
2ge with the Imperia;
Evnmp and lts b nterlgai L‘E}’c‘l
ar policles, ce gaining
PoOwer In 1877, thig & un-

der J.R. J,
ayawardena has

‘and political rights, Im-
| plementing draconian

cy Laws have
been widely n

fzatlons and in-
I‘lLal'll:I.1 i

1t ls imperative that all well-
meaning Individuals and

forces, organl
dividuals In Si

human rights ¢
ineluding Amnesiy Inter-
,'Lfn‘;.:.'..mem y'nu}%il

the progressive forces In-

cluding Trade Unlons,

polltical partles, women's

organisations, religlous
ts.

ps,

t ', towards
allgnment with U5 im.
In the Aslan region
especlally. It s now geiilng
well entrenched in its subser-
vient role as Reagan's
watchdog In the Indlan Ocean
— as the recent vislt by
Jayawardena to hls master in
the White House and earller
vislts to the island by U.S,
Defence Secrefary Caspar
Welnberger and senlor ad-
vl.%gs é:,vt':led.
& Zlonlsts are well-known
1o do the dirty work of the
Imperialists In co e

pr e or lons
 strongly protest at the Sri

i e's linkage with

Zlonist terrorism and U.S. Im-

perlal -

Protest at the Srl Lankan
reglme's links with Zlonlst ter-
ror: Write to the High Com-
misslon of Srl Lanka, 35 Em-
pire Circult, Forrest, Canber-
Ta, A.C.T. 2603,

Endorsed by —
Srl Lanka Solldarlty Group
Palestine Human Rights Com-
= mittee
United Palestinian Workers
Taml Eelam Assoclation

Support Farls
Glubb

Thank you for endorsing and
supporting the publie state.
ment “‘Let Farls Glubb he
heard," which was published
in the “*Natlonal Times" on
Friday 6 July, 1984.

Glubhwn will be aware, Farls
G u‘ was denfed entry (o

Progressive forces fn
countries with pro.U.§, Buppet

tensively with faselst Teglm
El Salvador, Gunhemﬂ:'
Argentina, Paraguay and
Chile In thelr re; ressive
::‘f:gﬁlluns and them
experience, especl:
In learning Israel| Lnll:am:gnz
HOII: IE‘l:rlurei methods.
;' N0 means acel
that the forces behind H:de!:utﬂ
c Sabra and Chatilla mas.
sacres of August ‘87 |p
Lebanon, and those who plan-
ned and executed fhe anti.
Tamil violance of murder and

backing of Waghing
gton, bel
g;-uel‘s “profecting powerg"nig
g b0, It Is part of the U5
mairll_alilur plans for the
eglon as a w]
the setback I Lab:':::l:ﬁ“ar.lnt:
PhubS¥ing sltuation (o the
Ippines, U.5, milltary in.
;g:ﬁstu are now linklng mew
€8 1o
ol mﬂanpllmjecl Its power in

® To prevent the furiner

ally the
:}ln,ll{ly;; democratic proces.

have viglated civy|
4

> To I peaple,
Tighis f ‘the. ppemoeratic

becau:
he Is a member of a PL&
affillated organlsation, the
General Unlon of Palesfintan
Wrlters and Journallsts, The
Federel Labor Governmen's
refusal to admit Faris Glubb
4maunts 10 a prohibition
lslim!all?q]elllmm.uthe
;\;;Qr::l:jelmlnsrel;na]nruy of
ans
lﬂ&a!ed bodies, R ELD:
5 refusal to grang

c;a:}lz;yvirlhnhmmmpﬂl:}p:‘elf

it e Ausirallan public

make an Informeg

% ihe Middle Euj;. nu«nﬁiﬁ'
elre have been many Israe||

H im‘s,1:\\:1!1mﬂ:lcinlmni.mm!v
o ag.mv{:m"hs]:/e had the

al
nxmhlu. Ak nnc P-]ullcninn
Pletely spurioyg n"l!:

tacks. The Govery s
?ﬂ.and on Ihis lssue -ntgl:tl::cl
i\tﬁly exclude Palestinjapsg 55
a4 Whale from entering the

Lettery 1o,
Brosdmay, igiy oo

Uld be sent to Labor

- Please keep the;
m reasonably short
84 possible, =

couniry — especlal
lberatlon movements
the PLO enjoy the rig;
heard In Australia,
Seen as belng by
character and unt
“democracy” whe
of “free speech’ p!

The Palestinlan c
galned much support fror
Australlan publiec oy hi
past two years and, with ¢
support, the need for tp,
Palestinlan people to pres
thelr oposition directly, rath.
than wholly through T
Palestinlan supporters
consequently also grown

Within the Governr
the Labor Party, man peop|
are not happy with the o
slon to refuse entry to ¥
Glubb. The Parliamen
Labor Party caucu
tablished a speci §
committee to revie
critera for the gra
visas. In Its submissi
caucus, the sub-co
recommended that
Glubb be granted the vis

Originally, we had pla
to reschedule Mr. Glul t
for early September
the Government's
preciuded this possibill
now hope to organize a
March 1985. However, as
Government's Incons!
So-called “‘even handed’
Pproach to the Middle East c
flict has proved In the pa:
right of the Palestinlans
heard {n this country
guaranteed and cann
taken for granted, rega
ofthe recommendations of
caucus sub-committee F
this reason, we hope that you
may be able to extend y
nusport expressed In the
Puble statement by wrlting
Mr Blll Hayden, Minlster {
Forelgn Affalrs, Parllamen
House, Canberra.

We thank you for your sup
port and look forward 1o your
continued partlclpation In
Farls Glubb campalgn, re:
Bured In the knowled, L
the Australlan publ
becoming Increasingly aw
of the just cause of the Pale
nlan people.

Yours in solldariiy
d 5

Militant PO Box 872

The Government Is heading towards a blg electlon victory on
December 1 — the only question at this stage is by what kind of
margin it will be.

While Labor was ahead at one point by 55% fo the Liberals®
7%, as the campalgn has got under way the margin has nar-
rowed 1o give the Party about 50% of {irst preferences. This ls
sHill quite enough In two-party preferred terms for & sizeable sw-
Ing of seats to the Party.

The probable politieal annihilation of Andrew Peacock Ls very
welcome, as |s the prospect of the Coalltlon partles getting thelr
worst drubbing since the days of Curtin.

But the main question facing the Left of the Party now ls:
Where do we go from here?

To begin with, we have to take a very reallstlc look at what has
happened during the first Hawke Government — so that we can
orlent ourselves toward our tasks during Hawke's second term.

editorial

The fact 1s that we now have the most conservative Labor
Government since at least the Scullln perlod. This Government
has consolldated itself as a firm friend of blg business — ac-
cepting the doctrine that private proflts come first, with any ma-
jor benetits to working people put off for “better’’ economic
times, If they ever come.

What Hawke/Hayden /Keating have essentlally offered to the
rullng class Is thelr ability, because of their speclal relationship
with the unlons, te control by “consensus’ the struggles of
workers and other sectors for economic and social gains — a job
which Fraser eventually failed to achleve by threats and more
direct attacks.

The linchpin of the Hawke Government's strategy Is the
Prices-and-Incomes Accord, which Imposes wage cuts on the
unlons 'by consent” — of the union leaderships at least.

Under the Accord, we now are in the middle of another 12-
month wage freeze — from April 1984 to April 1885 — to follow on
Fraser's year-long *'wage pause’ In 1982-83. The promlsed 9.1%
cateh-up to compensate for the real wage cut sutfered under the
wage pause has now been shelved Indefinitely.

Unlons such as the Bullders Labourers, the Furnishing
Trades, and the Food Preservers have been threatened with dis-
ciplinary action for stepping outside the commission guldelines
to defend thelr members' Interests. Now State and Federal
Labor Governments are combining to prepare to deregister the
BLF — In a ruthles fashion which even Fraser didn't dare at-
tempt.

The Budget Implemented short-term “tax cuts" — but
meanwhile held down spending on job-creating publle works, on
educatlon, housing, health, transport, and soclal welfare
generally.

On forelgn pollcy, the Natlonal Conferemce majorlty
systematically went through and erased any embarrassing
radical planks which went agalnst the pro.war and pro-
Imperlalist line of the Government.

What now for the Left?

The second Hawke Govt,

Government's sell-out of their right to veto mining on thelr land.
There are even protests coming from actors and others over
cuts in funding to professional theatre.

And now we look like entering 1985 with a Government Intent
on moving even further to the Right than at present.

Already we have nolses about an Accord Mark II, Including
possible extra concessions from the ACTU on Indirect taxation
— traditionally anathema to the labour movement as belng a
partleularly antl-worker form of tax

With signs Internationally of a slowdown In economlc actlvity,
the probability of a harsh minl-Budget and Budget next year Is
now growing.

This deepening trend to the Right by the Government |s belng
accompanied by increasing steps 1o restrict democratic rights
within the Party — to muzzle opposition to the leadershlp's reac-
tlonary policies and establish a dictatorship of the Hawke fac-
tion and the National Executive over the membership.

The restriction on membership preselection and the declslon
by the NE to admit the four extreme-right unions in Victoria are
Just the latest examples of the general move to crush the power
of the Left in the Party.

What these measures mean overall 1s that the Right is deter-
mined mot to allow a British sltuation to develop In the
Australlan Party — that s, the growth of a strong and militant
Left with genulne links to workers in open struggle agalnst the
system, llke the miners.

For the Left to keep to what has essentlally been lts recent
strategy and concentrate mainly on the numbers game, at the
expense of getting out and taking on the Right politically In all
arenas — the Branches, unlons, and publicly — only plays nto
Hawke's hands.

There Is no solutlon In merely working toward getting more
Left MPs Into Parllament. Unless they are prepared to stand up
and challenge the Hawke Government's betrayais of the In-
terests of Party members and supporters, then they become
mere apologists for these pollcles.

For a start, we need to come out openly and challenge the
premises of the Accord. If the Left continues to accept this class-
collaborationist scheme — whatever "‘adjustments” may be
made to pretty It up In the coming year — we are only providing
Left for the pro-busl program ot
Hawke and Co.

This also means supporting militant unions like the BLF —
which are flghting for wages, jobs, and Improved conditions In &
way which dlrectly challenges the Accord and the guldelines

Secondly, we have to openly link up with all the progressive
movements In the labour movement and soclety generally — es-
peclally the mass peace movement which 1s the biggest single
issue drawing vast numbers of people Into political activism
right now.

The lesson of the past Is that it was precisely these mass up-
heavals, such as the Antl-Conscription fight of World War I and
ihe antl-Vietnam War movement of the 1960s and early 19708,
which have forced the Labor leadership to take up progressive
stands — not getting the numbers on Party committees and

On East Timor, Central Amerlca, the F Vietnam
and Kampuchea, the Government {s now free to act to carry out
the reactionary Interests of Australlan Imperlallsm [n preserv-
Ing the soclal status quo.

On the hot issues of nuclear war, uranium mining, the U.S.
bases, and ANZUS the Party is fast losing support because of the
betrayals of the Conference and the Government on guestions
which have brought hundreds of thausands out Into the sireets of
our cltles.

Aboriginal people around the country are outraged by the

pr panels, etc.

The Ledt faces a major crisis as we enter the era of the second
Hawke Government, Unless we organise and fight, in a way we
have not until now, we will be (ncreasingly Irrelevant to the

urse of the Party.
wr\ serlous :rens!esysm ent Is needed, now. The alternative s dis-
aster for the Left, the Party, and the Australlan working class —
as the Liberals recrganlse to mount a Thatcherlte-style offen-
slve as the Accord falls apart under the impact of a new world

economie crisis.

Labor Militant, November-December 1884
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unions

Vic anger at NE unions’ rulin;

‘sue for up 1o 12 months te allow a full dis-
cussion In the Party.

Richard Lane
Member Flemington (Vic) ALP Branch

Many on the Left, however, seem fo
have accepted the declsion as a falt ac-
compll, No campalgning to refect and
reverse the decislon has been undertaken

few if any rank-amd-flle or women'
w have been held; and now Oc-

Not only do we face the violent usurping

 democracy by the Natlonal Ex-
ecutlve, but major polley lssues —
health, educatlon, transport, Aborlginal
affalrs — need to be debated before the
State elections early next year.

The health system Is In crisis. Hospltal
workers In particular have vital battles
to come over staffing and conditions.
Relatlons between the teachers' unions
and the Sfate Government are at thelr
wm:;nhcz Its election, because of cut-

acks.

Transport Minlster Steve Crabb's
pollcles are to bulld freeways, and

sell and back rolling stock
in “smart money" schemes.

Most of the Aboriginal community are

|

It is ikely that the next one will no N
i June 1985! That would mean no disoys
slon of policy for 15 months, let al
chance to affect It before the State
tlons. And by June next year, the affi|
Hons issue may well be as good as dea

But the Left can stlll revitalls
campalgn by bullding rank-and.1
Branch, and Federal Electorate As
sembly opposition, and by pushing f
December or January Conference. ['o.
in spite of a certain demoralisat|
rank and flle (not only in the Soc
Left) are stlll angry and prepared
fight If shown a way forward.

There Is also still considerable oppo
tlon from the Left unlons, eg, if
‘A‘ustrillan Telecommunlcatis

upset about the y of the
Government's proposals — and are
angry about Hawke's sell.out on the
power to veto mining, and the Govern.
ment's refusal to mount a serfous
natlonal campalgn against the raclst

! has beem
Thls 15 a standard pre-electlon ploy;
bul we are not In a standard situation.

of the minin,
the extreme Right. e

ght.
Now that October Conference Is gone,

ploy Assoclatlon has carr
resolutlons opposing the National I
€cutlve decision at the union's Feder
and State levels.
If the Left as a body does not st
;‘;gﬂan:sms :il:lst rank-and-flle feeling
hose who are prepared to do s
must do so, i 7

WA workers demand:

‘Drop 0’Connor charges’

More than 3000 workers
gathered out-
slde the Western Australian Central l?::v
Courts in Perth on October 3 to protest
lgalnatl the extortion charges lald
Work
s naf' Unlon S'!_tale

_'__‘—'———__1—
Member Marylands (WA} Branch and
dministratiy, e cers
Adminj e and Clerical Offj

Leaflets distributed by ¢
and Labor Council m:yg i‘ll!cl‘:nﬁ-gatg:
nor was simply trying to recover money
mm to a TWU member by an un.

personally, nor is this claimed,
A black ban which was place

placed on the

smplww I now being called extorilon.

Connor was only doing what all unlon

than 20,000 workers throughout Western
.Aus_nllr:llz stopped work that day,
“”hcmpli.gn around the O'Connor
ety steadlly gaining momentum, with
cara :ie meetings, posters, leaflets, and
m‘;mekers belng used to get the facts
e to workers. Ome of the major
ml ems with this campalgn has been
o the press has used the contempt
o a5 4 pretext to largely black out the
(l:nupxl,gn and the facts of the case.
ming on top of the slanders agalnst

charge of extortion conjures uj '
th &
j:ﬁ;:llm én People’s minds of snpmefhii:ls
o der. ut O"Connor Is gullty of nothlng

_m:inc hls duty as a unlon officlal,
ii'mmlil'l?m:I|:vl! here [s that criminal law
o not be used in Industrial maiters,
5'e.rCc\nm:wr Is convicted, he faces a 14.
ngaoJ lerm. Moreover, union offictals
mzmll!l::ﬂ‘ll'luhm:\:lat:le to defend thelr
AT aentenc::" the prospect of

m!'l'hg Burke Labor

ved, ., "
e mﬂ Justice” must pe done

However, the Burke Government :
already Involved. It sent the po
around to the Leader of the Opposit
Blll Hassell, after his allegations wi
made In Parllament. The Governmen
has the power to drop the charges, bu
haslretused to do so
tro Connor has recelved broad suppor

om the whole trade unlon movement
and the Burke government has recelved
well-earned criticism.

Onnor returns to court on
Delvember 20 and 21 from the
l:ﬁmlmlnary hearing. Further industrial

N has been proposed then. In the
Ll;emlml.me. a further 150,000 leaflets are

'l1|! Produced by the TLC,
llaelr! unlons have been well-organised in
e g:ltnpa.lgn 10 have the charges drop-
e this Is a campalgn we need to

i ueep Into the Party lisell.

e a Labor Government which al-
i Ithene charges to be heard, We now
e 0 force the Government to act to
charg::_m no court in WA will hear these

The Government Is now faced wi

Prospect of natlonal Industrial anll;r': :rn:

does not move to qua: i
e quash the O'Connor

No to deregistration

Unholy alliance agai

The continuing eampaign agalnst the
Builders Labourers Fede
ting in moves to der

Labor
Labor
Group of
united in an unholy alliance ag
BLF represents the worst antl-union at

tack mounted for many years — not ex-
eluding the period of the Fraser reglme

Why is everyone ganging up on the
HLET

The fundamental answer lles in the
fact the BLF Is today the greatest ob
stacle to the “industrial peace’” required
to malintaln the ALP-ACTU Accord — the
key to the Hawke Government's strategy
of holding down struggles for Improved
wages and conditions In the Interests of
higher corporate profits,

A feature in the October 15 Financlal
Revlew hit the nall on the head about the
reason for the drive agalnst the BLF.

The lead paragraph explalned: ““You
have got to go back a long time 1o find
such drastlc steps by a Government
agalnst a frade union as the Hawke
Government's threat to rub out the
Bullders Labourers Federatlon. As
Michael Stutchbury reports, It has to do
with policing the all-lmportant prices
and incomes accord; the Government Is
the jaller, the ACTU the police force.'”

“The BLF's crime has been brazenly
to challenge the restrictions of the ALP-
ACTU prices and Incomes accord and the
Arbitrationr Commission pay
guldellnes,” the article contlnued

""The Federai and Victorlan Govern-
ments’ strong stand will probably work
in the short term by keeplng the BLF In
line. But few In the indusiry are
anywhere near confldent that this will
produce a lasting peace. If the current
wages system cannot cope wlih such a
maverick union, then a confrontailon
seems certaln to loom agaln if the system
is to continue for several years,"" the artl
cle comcluded.

This drive to deregister the BLF comes
on top of the continulng moves to exclude
the unlon from Its traditlonal work in the
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Australian Worker: 5

Major disputes h b en out over
the Kurri Kurrl aluminium smelter In the
NSW Hunter Valley, the MCG light
towers Issue, and the Alcoa aluminium
project at Portland, Victoria. Tn all
cases, employers, Governments, the Ar.
bitratlon Commisslon, and unlons have
collaborated to attempt to push the BLF

aut

Maost recently, the focus has been on
the long-running strike by BLs at the
Police Centre site in Sydney. The dis-
pute, which began over violence agalnst
a BLF delegate and Includes safety and
other lssues, ls now belng artificially
prolonged as an excuse 1o get at the BLF

The demand by the BLF that all 14
workers sacked from the site be rein
stated has been rejected by the company,
the ACTU, and iradesmen’s unlons,
because of alleged threats and violence
by some BLF members agalnst
tradesmen, who continued to work while
the bullders labourers were on sirlke —
as well as breaking the BLs" picket line.

Allegatlons of violence and corruptlon
have been rejected by the BLF. Instead
the unlon has countered with charges of
violatlons of safety regulations at the
Police Centre and other clty sites

The union has charged that Depart
ment of Indusiry Inspeciors are corrupt,
and that safety violatlons were responsl-
ble for tie death of three bullders
labourers on Sydney jobs In the space of
a month.

The NSW BLF held a militant march of
2500 through city streets on October 17 {0

Lo,

ainst BLF

safety In the Inc

protest lack

a mass meeting of tradesmen, sponsored
abor Councll and the Bullding
roup, later the same day.

s meeting, and the march which fol
lowed, was much smaller than the BLF
one. Moreover, it was chalred by that
arch *friend of the worker," right-wing
Labor Counclil Secretary John McBean
It called for a Government Inqulry to
wltch-hunt the BLF, and the possible ex-
pulslon of the federation from the ACTU
The irony of this campalgn against the
BLF by other bullding unlons, Including
the calls for Government Inquirfes into
alleged corruptlon and support for
dereglstratlon, s that runs directly
against the long-term Interests of all
bullding workers. And It sets an extreme.
ly dangerous precedent for the
leglislative destructlon of any

“‘troublesome’ union In the fulure.
Once agaln, we can see thal Labor
Governments can get away with antl
union measures which prove Impossible
for the Liberals. Yet, by backing up these
moves agalnst the BLF, the majorlty of

the trade unlon movement is cutting its
own throal.
Imagine what ‘thé next Thatcherlte

Liberal-National Government would do
with the weapon of leglslative
deregistration!

This scandalous attack on the BLF
must be made a big issue n the Party.
We must begin a campalgn (o defend the
BLF — and in particular to demand an
immedlate halt to all moves for
dereglstratlon of the most militant unton
in the country.



review

Blainey’s

‘All Australian’

Geotfrey Blalney’s “All for Australia™
has been hi hted in the media for its
sirange assertlon that there Is & pro-
Aslan “Secret Room" In the Immigra-
tlon Department, and for Its reliance on
letters from “‘ordinary Australlans" —
;h.: lr:%mlmdlmnp]m of the smell of

at cool and the it of noo-
dles drylng on clothes ]Jnn.'m:l

Leon Pariss]

Member Camperdown (NSW) Bran
and Municipal Employees Lx)ion 5

But our problem as soclallsts 1s to raise
the real Issues of racism In Australla —
Itg&m and the solutions.

tent antl-racism. Thelr Interests are in
line with the interests of other huuuealn
dividing worker against worker at every
possible opportunity In order that profit-
maklng remalns an unassalled virtue in
thll.s wpd:ﬂ 5

suspect that it Ls for this reason
that there has been no 'l:ogallﬁm o
Blalney's use of evidence from the
;Sytd.nry Mall Exchange employment

]

1 1s 8 well-known fact on the Left that

the bosses al Sydney Mail Exchange

employ mostly Vietnamese (or Turks or

:p:rcné:.lﬁ;\sh) x:’t difterent times,
order to have

dlgﬂu‘l agalnsi liself. Eg

While focusing on the strangen
some of his evidence and ::.f.e ::‘h?:
claims, a stress on these factors un-
‘derpllmﬂmlhe use by Blalney of a series of
i racist arguments, which are

s hmnre Important {n his thinking.
o ainly, In the fight against raclsm,
: bunking an idea such as ''Aslans are
aking Australlans’ fobs" Is cruclal.

As well, Blainey supporis

alney uses thy
“ls:u" of Al"II blas 1o nuppirst"]ﬂi
mﬁnMnal‘l‘mw' L
hee 28 lenged so far In the

Blalney claims that for the *
class pro-Aslan lobby," "R:efamn;g‘:k‘
as an”inlﬂ:!!on that suddenly can raﬂ
wild." That Australians “‘can't
trusted." o

Later he writes: "If It Is true that the

the notlon that an influx of
T;G.IDMP;HY. Aslans will
% s that there Is no tiny minorit
(m:hm:mwhnphnluuy attack Ml.lni
e !h.ugl the fasclsi National Ac-
b £ while declaring that the '‘Asians
D’Iiﬂ&repr!ue.nu a groundswell of
opinion 3 wurlr:l_.:'gdl.;m suburbs.
extolls 5 Australlan
m“:': such as cultural nnmog{nelty
5 e backyard barbeque, while
Ty that *'the chief weakne:
L;Aulrl.lln Polley In that very dif-
era [pmﬂ}'ﬂoﬂd War 21, was that |t
. i o

el
a and Blalney's academic col-
m’“’."".mm‘f& concentrate thelr tire on
i B for some kind of Anglo-
o alla which existed 40 years
- m Assoclate Professor John
il Sydney Morning Herald,

1

‘hood |s more Important for 1}
gﬁ:ﬂe&ﬂl&:&;hebn he disruption ofl.lh':\et
¥ Newcomers m
strongly aff s
nflgecurlt'y.'!'ﬂ his dally Iife and his sense
lainey's evacat|
on  of
E:r:n%eneou working.class uwnmﬂ u;.iht;
central pronlm f wht pogiy
at coul
a t}r’?ve of mass raclsm. TI;::[H:;‘;I':I:I
Problem 1s of course the state of the
uslel ﬁ!t;:‘“? forces make or—il..Im e
Enough for migr
?’:uuela as factory fodder in wodmhtim::!
raZ: I?\fl li:;lsp;ablem of raclsm |5 noi
elr;}:l?{menl. the ‘:ro::ne‘: gn“" it
Ere aren't enough o
ap:l;.l:fﬁ then unemploymjenbln l:°1=:
B nat migration, To cut th,
mlgrant Intake or {ake wmlesml.l;pwun'e
any more Jobs, :

When BHP keeps making recor
profits Isuch as an 150% incrase to $622
milllon in 1984) after sacking thousands
from lts steel planis, and then buy.
non-job-creating industries such as oper
cut coal mines (Utah), then it can be
that Blainey s missing the point en
in blaming Aslan migrants.
ln“lﬁ dishonest for Blalney to clalm th:
. itlating the current migrat!

ebate, he didn't see It as a future pr
gm Liberals' thus-far bottled-up racis
(I!I;I:Oey knew as well as anyone e
eiectln‘::‘ry that there would be an early

His elalm to the contrary is abs

y Is absurd
ae’:::r“;f see that the Liberals In thel:
b l\:noll;l fave unleashed Michael
communltui ¥ Hodgman upon migrant
e Bs and have formally aban

iy préevious bipartisan migration

But that was 1o be ex;

pected. However,
gonr::uu:lnrtuume- that the NSW Labor
L n.;lhowed 10 the pressure of the
S ;1 the extent of calllng for the dis-

e llldnrglgrsnl communitles
e g of argument only undercuts
o work done by groups like the
R“i'mned Trade Unlons Agalnst
e b which was formed after the

clst Natlonal Action began a cam-

PAlEn of violemce and
harassment
m-uhm migrant groups and others they

Cegr::fd] wlih earller this year

inly, 1t Is only through a Iil -
Ellun carrled through by Party, guf:im
and comrmunlty grougs, such as CTUAR,
A raclsm can be effectively combat-

Aboriginal affairs

Hawke retreats o

The statement by Bob Hawke thal the
Federal Government's planned land
righis legislation will not allow
Aborlgines to directly or indirectly veto
mining or exploration on their tribal land
{s a stab in the back to the Aborlginal
people.

Coral Wynter
Member Darlington (NSW) Branch

The joint statement by Hawke and WA
Premier Brian Burke on October 19 also
stated that Federal land rights legisla-
tion would not be allowed to override
State laws. This in effect means that the
Federal 1aw will be ineffective — and will
let the Premiers, Including Burke and
Queensland's Joh Bjelke-Petersen, off
the hook. :

Aboriginal representatives have slam-
med the move by Hawke as a sell-out of
the land rights struggle.

It seems that the Federal law will dono
more than present general principles to
apply to land rights, with limited prac-
tical applicatlion.

Apparently, Hawke's proposed law
would allow the WA Government fo
restrict applications for land from
Aborigines to vacant Crown land for

Fe

whlch no public purpose had been al
located.

The jolnt statement goes agalnst
promises glven by Federal Aboriginal
Affairs Minister Clyde Holding that
Aboriginal rights to Inallenable freehold
title would be upheld; that sacred sltes
would be protected; that Aboriginal con-
trol of mining would be maintained; and
that negotlations would occur over min-
Ing royaltles and compensatlon.

The statment also clearly lgnores ALP
policy, which states: “‘Aboriginal and
Islander people shall have the rlght to
refuse permission for mining on thelr
land or to Impose conditions under which
mining may proceed.”

land rights

1§ retreat by the Federal Govern-
ment on its obligations comes after a ma-
jor campalgn by the Liberal and
National Partles, and minlng and
pastoral interests against the land rights
movement. It is yet another example of
the Labor Government's rightward
course on virtually every major Issue to-
day

it presents Party members with a chal-
lenge to begln a campaign within and
outside the Party to force the Govern
ment to llve up to lts baslc respon
sibllitles — to provide real land rights
and compensation for the destruction im-
posed on Aboriginal soclety over 200
years.

Burke rejects Seaman report

The Seaman Land Inguiry was
published in September. It was con-
celved as an Aboriginal land inqulry,
took more than one year to complle, con-
sidered 233 written submisslons, heard
evidence from 1046 people, and travelled
more than 50,000 kilometres.

ment has refused to implement lmpor-
tant aspects of Seaman's report. The
mining companies, the WA Chamber of
Commerce, and the Primary Industry
Assoclatlon, howewver, have been

leased. Aboriginal communlties
throughout WA have been angered and
disl d by Burke's response.

Leon Harrlson

Member Cottesloe/Mosman Park (WA)
Branch

Seaman |5 possibly the most extensive
Ingquiry ever conducted Into Aborlginal
people's perception of land, thelr
relatlonship to It and thelr desperate
need for the return of thelr land.

Such an Inquiry represented the first
real opportunity Aboriginal peogle have

lly to

While the Government has agreed to
hand over reserve land, and mission land
where churches have agreed, references
to Crown Land have been so vague as to
be meaningless. Reserve land also has
still to be handed over.

The Seaman Inquiry continually stres-
sed that control of mining on Aboriginal
land should be left to Aboriginal people,
and that they should have the right of
veto If they so choose.

] have recommended systems of
{enure and organisation which place
declsl king about mining Issues

ever had to contribute
formulating adequate and etfective land
I

firmly In the hands of the incorporated
which own the land con-

rights legislatlon, L e this
would do much to give Aborlginal people
identity and Independence, after 150
years of allen Eurapean control.
However, the Burke Labor Govern

Labor Militant, November-December 1981

©
cerned

“My assessment Is that there is no
compelling economle reason why, In the
Interest of the broader community,

Aboriginal communities should not be af-
forded control over mining or petroleum
activity on Aboriginal land.”

However, the Burke Government came
out opposed to a veto on mining and ex-
ploration when Aborlginal people have
been glven secure title to Crown Land.
But, without this right, Aboriginal people
have no genulne control over their land.

Typical consequences of mining were
seen In Bob Brotho's fllm Munda
Nyuringu, in a scene where Western Min-
ing had totally destroyed vegetation and
topsoll ln mining areas of northern WA.

There has to be pressure by ALP ae-
tivists to ensure the legltimate aspira-
tlons of Aboriginal communliles are met,
The Burke Government Is supporting the
mining compantes, and using the argu-
ment that the “right to veto" would be
defeated In the Senate If Implemented.

Only with the implementation of
Justice Seaman’s recommendatlons will
the Labor Government win credibllity
with the Aboriginal community. Only
when this happens will Burke's promises
of land rights, given before Labor wan
Government in WA, be seen as genulne.

9
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women's affairs

The latest Annual Conference of NSW
Lavor Women saw the reaffirmation of
lis stand on a wide range of progressive
Issues. Conference, however, was
conslderably emaller than in past years,
with only about half the BOO eligible
delegates attending.

This low turnoul appears to be a
response to the scorn with which the of-
ficlal Party machine in the State treats

. the decislons of Labor Women's
Conferences.

Val Edwards

Wember North Auburn (NSW) Branch
NSW Labor Women's Committee and
Printing and Kindred Industries Union

Year after year, the organisation has
held the reputatlon of belng the most left-
wing body within the State Party. The
policles which Labor Women forwards to
State Conference, however, generally
don't even get on to the Conference
agenda.

Desplte this the

NSW Labor Women
affirm Left policies

“We reject the ACTU's fallure fo sup-
port submlisslons made to the 1383
Natlonal Wage case by the Natlonal
Council of Women, the Union of
Australlan Women and the Women's
Electoral Lobby."

At another polnt, the Conference
resolved to support the Soclal Rights
Campalgn, which has taken up the soclal
and economlc 1ssues which the Accord 15
trying to put clamps on.

The motlon passed read: “That this
Conference supports the aims of the
Soclal Rights Campalgn.

As always at Women's Conference,
there was strong agreement with calls
for the abolitlon of ASIO and State
Speclal Branches, (n the light of thelr at-
tack on elvll libertles of Australlan
citizens and the way they are used to at-
tack the Left, Conference also called for
the repeal of Item 4(d) of the Law
Reform Pollcy within current NSW
Branch policy, which allows for “non-
party attitude and vote according to con-
sclence” on abortion and homesexual
law reform.

&abor Women, which has an activ

September Conference took a series of
Important policy decisions which reject
the right-wing course of the Federal
Pariy leadership.

One of the first events of the weekend
was a lalk by Robynne Murphy, an ac-
tlvist in the Jobs For Women campalgn
which Is currently sulng BHP for dis-
| criminatlon In employment practices.
| Labor Women had been instrumental in
. #alning the campaign $10,000 in govern-
| ment funding before legal ald became

nv(:unbla.

ne feature of contributions
throughout the weekend was a sirong un-
dercurrent of opposltion to the Prices-
and-Incomes Accord. While not the ma-
Jority sentiment, a slzeable minority
i he fraudulent character of
'hml_aﬂemrnl. One resolutlon passed

“We support the-principle of equal pa:

¥
for women. We note that mrrm;‘ea w:-e%tly
earnings for women are app

‘working on 1s-
sues, was flrm on demanding the im-
medlate Implementation of the recom-
mendations of the Parllamentary Select
Committee on Aborlgines on the question
of protectlon of sacred sites,

Land rights was recognised as the
single most Important concern for
shonxmal People, but a workshop at the

onference also passed resolutions con.
eerning Aborlginal health and education,
which were approved by the Conference,

The refusal of the NSW Head Office to
call for rank-and-flle preselection for the
coming Federal electlons was con-
deg?:slx:y tllle Cx;}rerence.

orelgn Affalrs debate, a m
I{V,ﬂ; passed callling for the remov:lllt;
s bases from Australlan soll, and to

n nuclear-powered and armed ships
and flights trom Australlan ports and air.
tlelds. Conference clearly re Ised
that these bases tled us Into the
&né;rlcan war machine.

23 average weekly earnings for men,
‘As one measure to combat this lne-
qualily, we give full support to any —
claims made for re-evaluatlon of
m‘“ m'm““; mﬂﬂmﬂmﬂﬂ such a clalm
Guldelines. RRHOR AL AR

were glven to the Ne
Zealand Labour Party for |1 e
nlmrhrrwehd shlp: B
resolution called for -
medlate end of all Ii!lrel.t:o[:ll’xlatl?lltE ill];ﬂ
Phllippines Govern.

regime was condemned and th
Australlan Government called
recognise the People's Republic of
puchea.

Support was glven to the peop
Nicaragua and El Salvador. Confere
called on the U.S. Government to
medlately withdraw all of its milit
personnel In Central Amerlca, and su
ported the Sandinlsta Government [n
Nicaragua.

The withholding of a visa from o
nallst Faris Glubb was viewed as “ar
fringement of the democratic right
free speech and also representing
criminatlon agalnst the Palestinlan p
ple and thelr rights which have beer
recognised In ALP pollcy on the Middle
East.”

Following the sell-out on uraniurr
policy by the recent Natlonal
Conference, which has caused a lot of dls-
llluslonment within the ranks of the ALP
conference passed a sirongly worded mo
tlon on uranium, which read:

“We oppose any policy which is In
tended to extend uranium mining In this
eountry and we support the antl-uranfum
pollcies passed by the Victorlan Branch
of the ALP early In 1984. They are:

® No new mines.

® No new contracts from existing
uranium mines, or mines with multl-ore
bodles.

® Strict controls on existing con-

ftracts from existing mines, Including
prohibition of exports to any country
elther produclng or developlng nuclear
Weapons or reprocessing spent fuel.

® Cancellation of all exploration
lcences,

® Sirlct conditions on Aboriginal
ls:n;: rlghts, environmental and hpal%n 1s-

® Creatlon of
SIRE Bl g @ uranlum enforce
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Wide support gained

BHP

‘Jobs for Women’
case continues

After winning legal aid for thelr antl-
discrimination court case agaimsi
Australian Tron and Steel, the Jobs for
Women campalgn has been through
three sets of hearings in the NSW Equal
Opportunity Tribunal, with a total of
seven days already having been spent in
court. A further four days will be spent In
Wollongong courts from November 69
The Tribunal Is not expected to come to
any declslons on labllity hefore the end
of this year.
-

Robynne Murphy

Member Waollongang (NSW) Branch
B e T

The women claim that Australlan Iron
& Steel, a subsidlary of BHP, dis-
eriminated against them when hiring. As
a result, the women lost years of wages
and senlority. And, in the job-slashing
campalgn of 1982, many of the women
who had won jobs only iwo years
previously during thelr first campalgn 1o
“Open the Gates AI&S — Jobs for
Women,"” lost their jobs

‘Much of the hearing up untll this polnt
has contalned evidence from Chloe
Refshauge, the principal rescarcher in a
case study on the effects of welght-
limited jobs on the employment and
promotion prospects of women at Al&S,
The study origlnated from the inltlal
complaints made by some of the women
in 1980.

1n response to Counsellor for Equal Op
portunity Carmel Nland's Initlal en-
quirles, AT&S clted Sectlon 36 of the NSW
Factarles, Shops and Industries Act as a
reason for limiting thelr employment of
women in terms of recrultment, and In
terms of women's eligibllity for both the
full range of jobs and for promotlon.

Refshauge has clalmed In the Tribunal
that her report Is conservative, Including
the flgure of the job classlficatlons that
could be done by women. Refshauge used
a flgure of 30% as an average of women In
the workforce in the Illawara.

Under cross examinatlon frem Jim
Splgelman, appearing for AL&S,

Labor Militant, November-December 1984

Refshauge sald that any divergence from
that 30% flgure would be a “social in-
dicator of the state of employment of
women in Industry and an Indicatlon of a
segregated workforee."

She told the Tribunal that sex segrega-
tlon in the workforce was ‘‘an un-
desirable feature of a democratle soclety
where people have the freedom to
choose,"" In the report, a figure of 5% was
used to Indicate the percentage of women
working at AI&S during the survey In
1881, before the retrenchments,

Durlng the days of the Tribunal, the
women have recelved mumerous
telegrams, from as far away as the WA
Trades and Labor Councll, to APTU
members at Rushcutters Bay Mall
Centre.

Included as observers during the
Tribunai have been representatives from
Port Kembla FIA, the South Coast Labor
Councll, South Coast Miners Federatlon,
the Wollongong Women's Centre, NOW
trom TAFE in Wollongong, members of

the APTU, including thelr Acting
Federal President, Alan Jarman, and
many other supporters of the Jobs for
‘Wormen campalgn.

Meanwhile, in Melbourne the ACTU
called a special Women's Conference on
Affirmative Actlon, where a motlon from
the Australian Teachers Federation sup-
porting the Jobs for Women campalgn
was passed unanimously. The con-
ference was held to look at the govern-
ment's 'Green Paper.”

The motlon read: '‘The Conference ex-
tends Its support to the women Invalved
in the case before the Equal Oppor
tunities Tribunal [n NSW concerning the

iscriminatlon faced by women who
sought employment In the steelworks In
Wollongong."

Louise Casson, member of the Jobs for
Women campalgn and endorsed by the
South Coast Labor Councll as an officlal
observer, was able to polnt out the con-
tradiction of BHP being chosen recently
as one of the 28 companles to participate
in a voluntary Federal Government pllot

rogram on afflrmatlve action, which
they will probably Impiement in Whyal
la, while in Wollongong, 34 women are
fighting in the Antl Discrimination

Tribunal against the company’s alleged

discriminatory hiring policy.

\_JVA Budget
friendly
to business

The Burke Government's Budget,
delivered on October 9 was, not sur-
prisingly, geared to alding blg business
The Confederation of WA Industry
welcomed the reductlon in pay-roll tax,
FID as well as providing more assistance
to companles to traln more apprentices.
Execuilve Director Basll Atkinson sald
these proposals had been contalned in his
organisatlon’s Budget submission

Stephen Eobson
Member Fremantie (WA) Branch

Last year's Budget had seen steep In
creases in taxes, This year the Govern
ment avolded any new tax Increases, In
stead relylng un the fact that taxation
revenue will automatically continue (o
rise rather steeply. The Budget es-
{lmates put this at 13.2%

Some coneesslons the Government
meted out are to provide for an exira 485
statf In schools, contalned (n a 10 8% In-
crease In educatlon spending, and an In-
crease of 157% In funds allocated to hous
Ing.

1



living standards

Weakening the labour movement

Political effects of the Accor

In the previous issue of Labor Milltant
we ran one of two talks un, The Accord —
Its Meaning for Women, glven at o ses-
sion at the Women and Labour
Conference held in Brishane over the
‘weekend of July 13-15 this year. Below Is
the companion falk presented by Pat
Brewe

T,
There has been a certaln level of asses-
sment of the economic effects of the Ac-
cord between the ALP and the ACTU
over the perfod of the Hawke Govern-
ment. But there Is the other aspect of the
Accord — its political effects — which
have to be recognlsed as well. In the long
term these effects are even more damag-

Ing to the working class In Australia.

The Accord Is a political strategy of

class collaboration. The very notions of
consensus and reconciliation are af-
lempis to provide a view of common
class [nterests which will unite workers
and bosses, upper and lower classes, the
oppressers and lhe oppressed, agalnst
some unspecified enemy,

This not only politically disarms and
confuses the working class and all the op-
pressed groups within soclety, but It also
breeds the kind of Xenophobic racism
and nationalisni which have led to the
major wars of this eentury for control of
markels and resources,

Yet, If you examine the hotlon of *'com-
mon good"” at the level of dally ex-
perience, no activist is likely 1o be fooled
If vour hoss came to You wanting to dis-
Cuss something of muiual benefit you
would be suspicious that some ulterjor
motive lurked behind such an offer — one
that was not o your advantage.

Years of experience have laught
workers the hard way thai threats o
Pprofits determine the actlons of hosses,
fo matter how nice the boss may be as an
individual. In fact, It is recognition of ths
very fact that has led to workers winnlng
all their gains In Wages and condlitions In
the past. The threat of Industria] actlon,

which at Its heart Is a threat to stop or
slow down profits, has been the only way
a]lll.v £4lns have been won by the Wworklng
class,

There is 6o *“common [nterest” about
profls. The quest for the highest level for
& tlny elite s the motivating force of
capliallsm

This elite is Eelting smaller and smal.
ler — and yet thelr share of the weallh
produced by the labour of the mafority of
the population Is Increasing, At the same
Ime unemployment and poverly are
Erawlng at alarming rates, yet 1his is the

1z

“‘common gond” we are being asked to
sacrifice for.

Instead, the Accord Increases the
ldeological hold of capital durlng a
perlod where the cracks in the system
are becoming clearer and clearer.

A recession sirips back the thin veneer
of equallty and democracy that ohscures
the rapacious greed of the capitalist
system, R _unemployment, falling
living standards, massive Increases in
poverty, and escalating threats of war
show very clearly which class has to pay
for the crisls of capitallsm as an (nter-
natlonal econamle system.

In such a period there is a palitical
credlbllity crisls for capital. So the
ideologlcal message of the Accord Is
eruclal to ghseure the Increasingly naked
class divislons n saclety,

And the message of the Accord {s not
Just the questlon of “common interest.”
It is also contained In the layers who are
pushing it

Tt is the leaderships of the traditional
working class organisations who are sell.
ing the message of class collaboration to
the working class. The ALP and trade yn.
ion leaderships are acting ta protect
profits at the expense of the conditlons of
the working class. That Is what Is 50
palltically dangerous.

No conservative government could
have inflicted the cuts {n wages and con.

ditlons and Imposed the fwo Year no-
strike agreement of the Seplember 1933

Natlonal Wage case, without o
out a massive fight and defzn:azy{llirgp
w?xrklngclass movement,
ust think of the rlgidity of the Nag,
Wage case g'ui:l?llnes.yNn mom:l?:é
clauses are allowed, The Tight for the
s!mrwr working week has been stopped,
No productlvity case {s possible for the
]1{;_;l the agreement.
ese leaderships not only g

these provislons, but tlu-yy aggreriedd }:
palice them as well. Workers and unions
whnmhiave hwon s;ru.ggles for wages and
conditions have been openly att, p
other unlon leadprshlp]:. L eiatil 5y

The Labor Gavernment has directly |n.
lervened to prevent wage and condltlons
calch-up claims allswahle under the
guldelines, Any Indepedent aetion DY un-
lons is met with threats of dereglstration

Unlon officials who defend thejy
workers' rights are attacked and viliflaq
They are told they are belng Ereedy hy.'
Butting thelr members’ sectional |n-
terests above those of the unlon
movement s a whale,

‘The classic example of the
the trade unlon leaderships are pre;
[0'go was al the ACTU Congress Ir
when Gall Cotton, an organi f
Food Preservers Union, w
such a way for daring to d
members' right to fight and w
calch-ups — her members belng
greedy female, migrant workers
food processing indusiry.

And the way these attacks have b
mounted has been to use
iraditional weapons of the bo:
foster the divisions in the workln;
1o break the unity In actlon won d
the eourse of many common struggl

Strong, well-organised, [
sclous sections of the workfor
mot 1o be greedy If they want t
tnelr wages and conditlons. They :
1they should sacrifice In the Inter
Wweaker, less-organised, mare
backward sectors. That s, th
10 sacritice for the sections
predominantly migrant, women

At turns the notlon of unity on its he
It'becomes unity In weakness, not ur
in strength,

This sor of unlty turns worker agal
WOrker and reinforces the historical
8lons that capltal has fostered in
Working class. It bolsters and bullds
the long term the raclsm and sexlsm 1
exist today — which progresslve forces
In the union movement are struggling tc
overcome.

This {s a ghastly parody of unity.

It makes It a crime to be well
organised and prepared to fight. It dis
arms the working class by making 1he
weakest sectors the example to be fol
lowed and {1 s exactly the opposlte of
Wwhat's needed to build and strengthen
the weaker sectlons.

It goes agalnst the living experlence of
how gains have been wan In the past. The
necessity of belng well organised and un-
Ited In action have been learnt with great
sacrifices. And the stronger sectlons
have led the way, broken the grounds for
the weaker sections to follow. This has
been the Way that galns have been won
for the whole union mavement

This has been the experlence that op
Pressed seclors l{ke women have looked
1o In thalr fight for greater equality, They
have learnt In tne trade unlons, In the
labour movement, and In the Women's
Liberation Movement (hat you win by
organisation

You fight to get the broadest unity to
advance and win galns. You gel male

. unionists Lo take up the struggle to
:;:‘::ve equallty, not to share the Ine-

guallty further.

d by reinforcing dlvislons In the
AII‘;.iﬂ,g !;Lass and oppressed by saying,
“He earns more than me, make him suf
fer," or “She earns less than you, so
‘don't be greedy,” you divert attention
from the common source of the problemn
'— the profiteering of the capitalist class

Hut there Is the long-term effect from
the role that the ALP and trade unlon
leadershlps are playing by thelr ““divide
and rule” method

Thelr own m

bers will become
cynlcal, demorallsed, and dislllusloned
with thelr leadersh and thls paves the
way for future right-wing vietorles.
This Is how Thateher swept to power in
Britain. After years of a soclal contract

i .| b A

llke the Aceord, the Labour government
was defeated

But there Is a further confuslon con-
cerning the Accord. Some of the most ar
dent advocates and supporters are those
whao have traditionally been Identlfled as
the Left

They may have different reasons for
thelr support, but they actively support
and defend the Accord. They may say
that it could and should be made to work
in a way that would benefit workers —
but they ignore how it has been used and
continues to be used

They brush aside the test of experlence
and substitute thelr own wishes and In
tlons for hard facts.

The experience of the Accord has been
wage cuts. In fact, the cost of labour has
been driven back to the 1968 level. Condl-
tions have been eroded. Direct and In-
direct taxes have increased

There have been greater handouts 1o
big business. There has been the crippl-
ing of the public health and public educa
tlon systems ta the benefit of the private
systemns. All this and more has already
eroded, and will continue o erode, the
standard of living of the working class

This economlc reality, coupled with the
polltical consequences of demobllisation
and demoralisation, means that the Ac-
cord Is a barrler to the development of a
soclalist movement In Australla.

It prevents the growth of Independent
actlvity of the working class and the op-
pressed sectors of soclety, and Instead
encourages passivity.

It promotes the view that soclal change
comes from deals worked out at the top
and handed down “to the masses.” It
promotes the view that any program for
actlon should be confined to rellance on

the leaders.”

But soclallsm can only be won, es-
peclally In advanced capltalist countries
llke Australla, by a program of action in
which working people and all layers of
the oppressed, themselves, act to change
thelr soclal, econamle, and political con-

tlons.

m,\m' soclallst government in Australia

will have to rely on, and actually evolve

out of, a politicised and actlvely involved

population. Self activity, not passivity, .L-‘

essentlal 1o this. You only have to look at

the gains women have made (n the past
rs lo realise this.

\Elg\-sbpin,e involved In a politlcal flght on

a day-by-day basls, the explolted and op-

pressed can break through the

ideological barriers which currently pre-
vent them from taking up soclallst solu-
tlons.

It Is for this reason f
strategy must reject the

na




foreign policy

Lessons of the French SP/CP Government

'_I‘he Mitterrand

‘The 1981 election of Soclallst Party candldate Francols Mitter-
rand to the Presldency of France, and of a Soclallst/Communist
majority to the Natlonal Assembly undoubtedly expressed the
aspirations of millions of French working people for a Govern-
mear‘l:t I‘Jl.ma_!!etmly xvlmlenled thelr [nterests.

years later, support for Mitterrand has fragmented

I.hnl.‘: glésnlpmed. ‘11:eoilune 17 European Parllament elecl!‘ga:s saw
vernment of the Left" suffer

e el er its worst defeat since the

Martin Tuck
Member Livingstone (NSW) Branch

Between them, Mitterrand's Soclallst Part -

) and th -

mﬁ!ﬁt:’my Won only one-third of the vntes.y b
rate, Mitterrand will face a rlght-wing majority In the

S::Efnnhllﬁnu 1he 1986 elections. He himself may well lose of-
What has happened?

Initlal ’
m"iw_yrge Mlt-lmand Administration introduced a number

m:?:f,‘::;'“'; Seclors of Indusiry such as the banks, steel, and

{0 strengthen” an Were natlonalised. Steps were also taken

promises of oo, FIENIS of trade unlons, and there were

But mu%"uﬁ'ﬁémﬁ'“”m- especlally for women

am d:

Bl‘l{:ﬁ;m economic downturn HT‘L;:{‘,? Inta account the anset
v 1, Mitterrand :rm} 1o spend his way oui of the recession: ¢

) duction and -

ment, it was thought, 1 X Pro lon and employ-

it Mght, 1t didn't, and out the window went Mitter.

employers wanted |
wages and soclal services.
e,x!:ol:&r;:ndmcw.ld have taken the o*fensive agalnst the
e 1 R them pay for the orlsis of thelr own
oG a:y:neurg.ogi:md have radleally reduced the working
e 1 utiemployment (another promise

tirms threatening toc gty " X1n0ed nationallsation to ihe

ncreased rates of profit, and reduced

1

experience

The new French SF Government: Prasident Mitterrand (front right), Prime Minister Fabius {’i‘mn} Tefth

But Mitterrand chose Instead to retreat, foreing those who had
E;-jlts;‘slm Into office, the working people, to pay for the economic
The SP-CP Coalltion headed by Prime Minister Plerre
Mauroy imposed austerity from mid-1982 onwards with the
adoption of the Delors Plan, the so.called “rlgorous plan' for
the restructuring of Industry.
mg_?ls mean! unemployment and wage cuts. For the first time
Years, a wage freeze was Imposed, desplte Inflation of more
than 8%,
Unemployment now stands at around 2.5 million, th
.5 , the result of
thousands of plants closing under restruciuring. .
Workers In the steel, shipbullding, coal-mining, and vehicle in.
dustries have been Particularly hard hit by unemployment
me t':ley have not taken it lying down. In December 1983, 17,0-
workers at the Talbot car fo ci
lhglr T 55 plant struck against plans to cut
he strike was sabotaged by the Communist Par
. ty-led
(‘;'ﬁx;]eral Labor Federation (CGT). The unlon leaders, in atll.zance
d“l;tchq;':{;ﬂr;\em ll;al Included four CP ministers, signed a
13
BT permitting the sacking of 1900 workers — maln-
The fact that immig

rant
crisls 1s a measurs of workers were the scapegoat for the

the degree to which the SP-CP Govern-
m;:aleh_?adlguttrealed from |ts orlginal perspectives,
Th ]D clash was repeated more heatedly In the heavy
{leRieh ;‘urkralne reglon. With the threat of 3,000 jobs belng
mer;t_wlm ‘hr ters clashed with police. The workers' disillusion-
Tk 1e Government's performance was vented by burn.
%_heu;»_n d lncal Soclallst Party headquarters 3
mume;u:f;lr;n;?:t(:!m;lrw;rklng class measures at home were
¥ ne; ; advi re: fond
ll’;’:‘rntion i Ol g b Lebnr’rr;n"an adventures abroad: In
b ;;E]r;::dcs |i:rn mise of self-determination for the Kanak peo
i s aledonla was lost among a welter of electoral
s eslgned 1o Impede Eenuine Independence,
'sp-umi‘““r? of disenchantment with the CE-SP Coali-
oiaE P il :d;’lg’“’l]ﬂ the munleipal elections of 1983. The Com
Hedials Emd-;ai 181 electoral base o was particularly

®.09 million votes

o compromise on hls ele

iprocess was carrled further In
ien the CP's vote slumped to 11.2%

Wote for Le Pen was the most al.
nd's policles. His retreat was only glving encour
ght and exreme-Right partles
gas the SP and CP could only muster 6.4
81, the right-wing Rally for the Republic/UDR coalition
The ominous electoral
kthrough of Le Pen, who directs his venom especlally af the
8Nt workers Mitterrand and Mauroy attacked, gave the
tha total of more than 10 miilion

g lesson that Mitterrand chose to draw from this setback
N promises even more.

(42.88%)

ng outcome of Mit
gement to

milllon votes

tes (53.88%)

4881, Mitterrand had promised that *a great public, unifled
ecular natlonal education system' would be established

course, thi

le's Presidency

it of Laurent Fabiu
Fablus' ''new cours
Id election promises.

sation™ and ““unitin|

ducing real wages.

ywemb

ntagonised the Cathollc hlerarchy
jefited from the antl-secular concesslons granted under De

the state school s

which had

8 Hight was able to exploit the general dissatlstaction with
Government’s performance around
nister for Education Savary was to introduce 4 law as-
llating Cathollc school staff Int
June 24, however, one miliion people demonstrated
‘banners of the Right agalnst the proposed Savary law
g0 days before Bastille Day, Mitterrand abandoned the
Bavary proposals and announced his “new course.”

ITHIS was the end of the Mauroy Government. In Its place came
the “Presldent's man.'

is simply a continuatlon of Mauroy’s
inil-working class politics, but without the encumbrance of the

e educatlon Issue

Fablus, llke Bob Hawke, has a number of shibboleths which
ount to pro-capltallst policles. Fablus speaks of “‘moder-

"The first means forclng workers to accep! the Imperatlves of
“capitallst competition: lay-offs, deteriorating working condl-
ns, “‘flexible” working hours, destroying soclal services, and

“Uniting”" too has a familiar ring about 1t, thougk In France It
‘means not only embracing capltalist poll

cles but seeking open

polltical alllance with the right-wing parties.
these clrcumstances, and In order to avold further lts
ne,"” the CP took the opportunity to leave the

i
ernmen
: ctually offered four ministerial posts to the CP. The

f “rigour:'"

circumstances we do not belleve that we have the
millions of men, women, and young people who
are battling with disappointments and fears, belleve that we
could respond 1o thelr expectations within the present
Government.”

The CP was actually looking over its lefi shoulder, worrylng
about the pressure its trade union base, the CGT, was under for
supporting Mitterrand’s austerity. Nevertheless, lis siatement
accurately reflects the consequences of “Mitierrandlsm" for a
whole generation of French workers.

Mitterrand himself shows not even these regrets. He 1s now In
the process of strengthening his role in Government by in-
creased use of referendums

This “‘presidentlalising’’ of Government will enable him to
deal more eHectively with the present SP-CP Natlonal As-
sembly majority and, presumably, a right-wing Assembly after
1986 — should It be too far Right, even for Mitterrand

Mitterrand's retreat has opened the way for some form of Gal-
lle Thatcherism In the future. Under such a Government the cur-
rent assault on the French working class would turn Into all-out
similar to that which Thatcher Is currently waging on the
sh miners.

There are sa
ALP members

The Hawke/Hayden repudiation of Labor policles, and the
continuatlon of Fraserite austerity In the gulse of the Accord
and national reconclliation, can only demorallse Labor's
working-class supporters, within and outs{de the Party.

The Hawke Government was not even elected on a
Mitterrand-style reform program — but It Is pursuing an
austerity policy that can only allow the conservative parties to
eventually retake the offensive

Then 1t will be open slather on the working class — unless we
can learn the lessons of France, and flght to radlcally change
the Labor Government's directlon.

continue the poll

lutary lessons in the Mitterrand experlence for




gress, the CIA Is now
funding through '‘private
| September 10, according to
(mes wrier Phillp Taubman,
rtment spokesman John
ted that, “‘Provided U.S.
not used, we do not dlscourage
irles from providing support
iras], nor have we dis-
gal private U.S. con-

sting his links wit i

anded public mmh‘:“""‘a HTOups, er Marlo Calero Portocerro
. .5;“ a“'i!rh the Us.. 1 some U.S.510 milllon has
 his electaral participation this way. “Olflclals sald the
Desplfe the lifting of severa v h vised the rebels about their
etforts but had not solicited

em,"’ Taubman reported.
source of support for the

bR Up to November,
m‘ﬂ‘m'mg ETOUp Announce
4 md"m run, Its constituen par-
8t thelr rights to campalgn as
partles, uh'fzt-n retain thelr con
rights. The m,
the Conuervuuv'elcf;;f“"“ selzed from the Palestine
y participating in the S grianixatian during the 1982
nited States ha ebanon."
al eriticlsm o; 't':; ";"1‘;'9”' it B of private Initiative In the con-
BREEAntinuca re]nragua against the Nicaraguan people
the Nicaraguan m:‘mo“’-‘ public when two U.S. citizens
= ras by d after taking part In an attack
. g school, Nicaraguan defence
bulld_u | Humberto Ortega stated that
p b dren of cooks and maintenance
nths, k were killed in the September 1
F’“ﬂ_ nll::l: Uﬁlﬂ States has 2 hellcopter and three small
of m“lllrluﬂsm - crease the I U.S. officlals described these
hese Lclude: n Central | o wfour Cuban military ad-
sployment of the battleshi;
alrcraft carrier John F

brth Americans were killed when
plicopter was shot down. Maps
N u“:;ul:?:'c B e eiowed that he_had left e
e Munedl:eu vely. Jamasiran, Honduras, where
mml“n:eﬂl;;!ment of the s are regularly statloned
.‘“nm‘lm 5 attallon to those killed were former Vietnam
g oy who, accordlng to the U.S.
ment, were nni under Govern-
p direction. Washington Post cor-
4 l:ul::?f;‘:). In com endent George C. Wilson writing on
Biliiura, e Gulf of ember 7 recalled a previous dis-
gus and EI mer: ‘'Almost a quarter of a century
four Amerlcans werr killed flving a
'3,‘.'.",'.“%'1.‘,‘,;';‘"’ L;'S' er agalnst Cuba in the CIA-
o of whom wi 'kﬂ“ nst Brchestrated Bay of Plgs Invaslon. The
ere killed on 1.8, Government 100k years after the In-
nin ncede publicly that the
. ml:‘rl:\:ﬁ';pbﬁ ‘?‘“"“_" oricans had been killed while flylng
[ oariying sld LT the CIA."
SLich oan lll!|‘|um||m! A CIA clalm to Democrat Senator
o 1) 000 atrick Moynihan that the dead vets had
erely been on a ‘reconnalssance mis
jon" suggested that the agency was.
ettifying I1s operations In preparation
fulure exposure.
2 Asldhutlu the Nicaraguan and U.S.
troduct] residentlal electlons approach, the
of dvulanan::: g: s".'.‘f"S"“‘“" lcaraguan Government ll;pcmaln that
e e e e it Reagan Is re-elected he will quickly
E10 7.5 tonnes of :-xnloul:l;h'h“’ move to Invade Nicaragua. In early
it August Nicaraguan leader Danlel Orlega
of ant pe,,n“n‘iﬁl announced that a CIA plot to assasstnate
Nehi a Nicaraguan officlal and blame It on
i factlon fighting, as a pretexi for an lnva-
slon, had been uncovered.

ment In late August of 50

0

I‘l)ll,U.S. favorite Colonel
=010a Perez to a Salvadoran
.ll‘tﬁr a stay at the Inter-

efense College In
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d Reagan Is defeated by

nge the basic plans of the

« interference in Nicaragua
comed, but not trusted. &
September 3 International
Tribune by Leslle H, Gelb st
walter F. Mandale, the

be moving to the right on for
|ssues, according 1o his aldes an

has a solld base among
e actlvists and that he
bring back to the fold

980 over foreign polley."

's recent moves Include a
higher defence funcing
ense of domestic programs,
Mondale's cholce of Max
@ James R. Schleslnger,

two Democrats with strong ¢ servarive
credentials In forelgn pollcy, to join him
for a Sepi. 1 briefing by Robert C B
Farlane, Mr. Reagan's natlonal security
adviser.”

One notable feature of United States
democracy Is that forelgn pollcy Is not af-
fected by popular vote. In 1964, for exam.-
ple, Lyndon Johnson was elecied against
Republican hawk Barry Goldwater, on a
promise of keeping out of Vietnam. On
the day of his election, it was revealed In
the Pentagon Papers, Johnson was tak-
ing part in plans to pscalate the Vielnam
War.

Today a lot of people are worrled that
Central America will be the stage for a
rerun of the Vieinam conflict. Both the
Hepub!leans and the Democrats are
capable of sending In troops, even glven
opposition within thely own partles.
Regardless of which candldate wins, the
International movement of solidarlty
with Central America will need fo con-
tinue lts campalgn agalnst u.s. In-
terference In the region.
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behind Neil m“‘*-ﬂgﬁ!wﬂﬂx L)
This year the Conference Hrmly dis-
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miners and violence. ¥
Instead Conference called for the next
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g Are major excerpts from
the September 1984 Issue of
abour Party magazine New

‘new powers to break the
he police have set new
for further encroachment
les. Why, demands JOHN
n't the lahour movement
thelr rights?
miners' strike began, around
llee officers have been drafted
alflelds. Probably 5,000 miners
n arrested, of whom 3,500 have
tged and {almost without fall)
‘The flgures are a bit vague, as
ems to be responsible for keep-
curate count, but they glve
of the state of slege n the min-
nunities,
briefly the type of tactles
by the courts and police durlng
Ite. Both have acted, very clear-
Bovernment's enforcers. There
Very unusual in that, but in do-
have exerclsed quite new and
al powers.
plice have arrogated to
lves the very powers they are sup-
; 0 acquire under the Police and
filnal Evidence Bill. They have set up
timinate roadblocks, well away
he scene of a crime that has not yet
commlitted. They have
graphed and fingerprinted arrested
Without thelr consent. They have
eople In custody for well over 24
Without allowing them access 1o a
tieftor.
ey are even exerclsing powers that
[8 not granted In the Police Blll,
Ough some Torles migkt have wished
to be. They have savagely beaten
and women, and systematically
en thelr own guldelines on the use of
and mounted officers. They have
fide an essentlally political decislon to
Lt the number of ‘‘officlal plckets' to
K, In the absence of any Instructlon
Irom a clvil court. They have stopped
Plckets from shouting ‘‘scab’’ or
lackleg® (at Hucknall, the only words
mitted on one morning were ‘‘cad"
d ''bounder’'! ),
The entire pollce operation has been
Conducted by the Assoclation of Chief
Pollce Officers, in consultation with the
' Home Secretary and Attorney General.
No one knows preclsely how the cabinet
has Influenced the maglstrates’ courts,
but the remarkable unlformity of their
decisions makes It plain that Instructions
— a hint, a dig In the ribs — have been
handed down from Whitehall.
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From early April, the magistrates'
courts have Imposed ball condtions that,
according to the Natlonal Assoclation of

Probatlon Officers, make actual convle

tion a secondary matter.

The police are openly taking one slde.
Tony Judge, edltor of the Pollee Federa-
tlon's magazine, has wrltten that:

**As the strlke has worn on, the pollce
on the picket lines have become more
and more convinced that an NUM ‘vie
tory' In terms of substantial concesslons
on plt closures would be seen as a
trlumph for mass deflance of the law.

. . . 'If Scargill wins like this," sald a

police Inspector, ‘then there's no future
In this country for any of us. We might as
well clear out and let the rabble take
over." " (Pollce, July 1984)

Groups like Sheffield Policewalch have
been monltoring the one-slded police
operation In detall. Sheffleld Pollcewalch
was set up on 6 April by the local trades
council to monitor the policing of pleket
lines, as well as reports In reglonal new-
spapers like the Morning Telegraph.
These show, for Instance, that there were
three mounted police charges at
Orgreave on 29 May before any missiles
came out of the crowd — a vital faet, In-
strumental In persuading George
Moores, chalr of the South Yorkshire
police authority, that the government
wanted ''the working class to get a good
hiding and be beaten Into submission.™

In the early days of the dispute, this
concern was widely shared. The Guar-
dian spoke of pollce methods that
“should be considered quite outrageous
In a democratle soclety™ (3 April).
Several local pollce authorities Ineluding
South Yorkshire, set up [nternal Inquirles
into the handling of the pleket lines. Allan
MacKay, MP for Barnsley West,
ed to secure a parllamentary

debate.
Important clvil libertles were at stake,
and for a tlme It looked as though they

1 to “give the working class a good

might be defended. No such luck. Since
then, Malcolm Pltts, president of the
Kent Area NUM, spent four weeks In
Canterbury prison; apart from a small
token vigil outside the gates by Canter-
bury trades council and local miners,
there were no demonstrations, no mass
rallles, no threats from Congress House.
Miners from Klveton Park In Yorkshire,
Warsop Maln in Derbyshire, have been
gaoled; one Is still In Lincoln prison as [
wrlte. Two miners have been killed.

Twelve years ago, the Imprisonment of
tive London dockers for trade unlon ac-
tivitles was enough to provoke such
serlous threats from the TUC that Old
Corruption sprang to life once more. Ted
Heath exhumed an eighteenth century
slnecurist to overrule the courts and
release the five men. In 1984, the gaoling
of perhaps a dozen men, for breach of
punitive ball conditions, ralses scarcely
a protest.

Why does a trade unlon moavement,
which 1s so proud of its historic struggles
agalnst Judiclal oppression, prefer to
forget today's descendants of the Tolpud-
dle martyrs? It makes you wonder how
Congress House would have behaved If 1t
had been around In 1834,

Support needed

Support from the Australlan labour
movement for the British miners has
been among the strongest from overscas,
ond much appreclated. Financlal sup-
port will be all the more welcome now,
and we shouldn'i let our efforts flag.

Reports Indicate that more than $300,0-
00 has already been ralsed In Australla
for the miners’ struggle — with more be-
Ing gathered all the tIme.

Send donatlons care of the Miners
Federation, 377 Sussex Street, Sydney
2000.
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—
should therefore stop “flagellating'’ Indonesta with | **zero” concern for the territory before the Indonesian takeover
Eiseif-aetermination, as Blll Hayden was to tell the Hayden took up the cudgels agaln in a speech at Ipswich on 23
and concentrate on Improving the crylng human June. Some In the ALP were putting the satisfaction of thelr
jltare needs of the Timorese, There were, however, “‘private morallty” ahead of the real Interests of the Timorese,
fidividual exceptions to this general Right pos he disparagingly charged. In an unblushing tour de force he
ediblllty to the activist's claim mentioned it on to clalm that “a harder line on Timor will mean a
[onal diselpline been relaxed to allow a fr
rmination pollcy could ha scraped through the
S For lts part the Left, including Horta and Dunn
ipositive perspective not because they had lost all
i the Independence of Tirmor hult Inha bld for the Party's

c nity's) middle-ground whose support was re- 2
4 m:.ldgsrrnenh if Timor was to be retrieved from the nached Ja t its attack. The Australia‘.i
fllE and restored to Australla’s agenda as a viable Indonesa relationshlp I1self was put on the line, On June 21

icern. Whatever other concessions they might make Mochtar suggested that a strang pro-Timor pollcy could Ieiu‘l
B8, however, the right to self-determination was flatly In a major diplomatic rift. Having earller ihruggedl ‘u{[ HT;L;
lable. As we shall see it was on this polnt that the he now saw fit to condemn It professing to be a.s.“mds :
{0:split at the Conference at a friendly country has seen flf to recelve a rebel,”" an bl
ding threateningly '‘you (Australians) have done many serious
things to injure Indoneslan feellngs.” e

Jakarta's [itters that the ALP might well adopt a 1\4Il-h‘]uwn
I'imor resolution, thereby severely setting back Indonesia’s In-
ternational campalgn, were also felt In Canberra. That same
29th June, Prime Minlster Hawke emerged from the
round to make a presidential style appeal to the ALP to

foreign policy
ALP Conference:
& ° g A ‘)’
A requiem for Timor?

The arficle ng an of the results whole resolutlon was adopted by the South Australlan Bran
of the East Timor debate at the July National Conference 1s with the addition of 2 eall for the withdrawal from; the Up
reprinted from the October 1984 lssue 0f the Inside In- A s A w Diek Woolcotl, and in tyrp
donesla. The author, Pat Walsh, works for the Australian Coun- Canberra Branch who added a call for a Fretlin Informat
cll for Oversens Aid, and was Ppresent at the Conference. fice {0 be opened In Australia. The eampalgn had ma,

Further Information and subscriptions can be obtained from: promising start.
Inside Indonesia, PO Box 180, Northcate, Vietoria 3030, i " -

“'We won the and lost the 5
an East Timor actlvist minutes after the results of the Timor
vole were announced at July's ALP Natlonal Conference, ad-
ding “ana had there been a free vote we would have won the
amendment tog.""

Many others saw absolutely nothing positive in the result. One
acilvist walked onto the Conterence floor and burned his ALP
membership card In front of the assembled delegates. A

| satlon lgnoring the fact that Indonesia
r ternatlonal Red Cross services in
, virtually the whole period he had been

' e

yme the gloves

the weeks immedlately prior to the Conference, heavy
ental pressure was applied to Intimidate the ALP away
iirong pro-Timor posltion. A stream of threats, warn-

| day

Teichmann, the Vveteran political commentator, the con-
ference’s handling of foreign pollcy added up to “'the destruction
Or degradatlon of every. principled position hitherts taken up by
Labor. Years of g over and lysing of
cruclal Importance, the whole continuoys dialectle of marrying
up morality and politics, of Ideclogy and pragmatism, went {nto
;h_;flunhhm" i
© weeks preceding the July Conference were the
Hime of most Intense reflection on the Issue for :max a
Party since the Indoneslan Invasfon. Not since 1975 when It was
last [n Government had the party as such been required to, by

/ 1IN )R,
March 1975 demonstration in East Timor in support o

f Fretilin

It quickly became clear, Rowever, In the course of contacts
Wl the issue, This change of clreumstances, coupled with an with Parliamentary powerbrokers Ineach of the Party factions,
Paensitication of pressure from both Jakarta ang scetpon ofthe | almoneof them fully agreed with, ar felt oy by, the Branch

ot posat leadership, meant that the 1981 Conterence ooty | declslans. fen concern about the Issue, while uneven, was

coul
10t possibly be a re.run of the 198 Conference when a strong generally sincere and deep, They shared several baslc premises
pr;a-'l‘:lmnr Poliey was lightly adopted without debate, with the Branches, None disputed the fundamental mf::su:e of
1€ this writer's contentlon, that seen from this perspective, | 1ndonesia’s forced Incorporation or the continulng repression,

1he recent policy declsion on East Timor was, with some impo; and none dispu s broad obligatio
. ed Australia’s broad obligations, But b
tant gquallfications, not only posltive but substantlal cause Right and privarely, fne Left, re; i one Er e
for i " fecled the Branches call for

2larm In Jakarta where 1t was earnestly hoped the ALP, th “PUBItIVe" measures, such
B as the .
Sl o Ay P T e o iy | 388 evai's e 1 uddress the qucaon i
: or d 11, As such the Conference ;

ouleome was a major achlevmen for the Timor mo Ironicall »

vement (n ¥ for some, this broad policy thy by
Joay Sountry. given ls substanilal input 15 g sy, i sub. | IWOKey lgures in the Timor maverncy i 4 orced by . - [ e

- Having said that, however, one myst also polnt out that the e mMmuch-publicised six-week national tour. aleo gees picket sutside Party Mational Conference in July

ina
Conference deci; an| 0 =il
truer read-out nf?ﬂ':rzzj‘ftl:ﬁkhpr;;:!l;iﬁ::m}?nﬂ Eﬁui‘::ﬁsn: gemm:gﬂ;mlhe[mnﬂemmn(‘a ?oslii):re R ool ot con. ATl T rmelatlons" e
Of the Party than had hitherto beop avallabl i 5. In a key speech to the National e Issued from both Jakarta and “Inflammatory’* Timor policy.
le. The Tim ings, vilitication, ana blackmall lssu it . did not have
fut sl:!ﬁarra, On 1 June, Indonesla’s Forelgn Minister Mochtar, However, Hayden, the front-runner on the issue

Press Club on a1
7 0r move. May, he cast Ausiralia wholly 1n hi struc-
ment's future program clearly lles {n addressing the sticking live rle Of peacemaker between Fretllin an: .liyau a[l‘l:. ﬂﬁ): ;:Z‘iice

Party
i s i sal that Indonesla and it all his own way. Ironlcally his attempt to dampen down
gl hs within the Party that have now hoea ex. .,nn‘}':'é‘m ::e t=-1 mﬂn{:n ?:esgon anl? declared Fretiin did ;;;';‘;’l:‘ﬂ,‘;’émfiinomk % C:g(diiil;e§:1p,{f_$parliampnlartans who concern by sending Ambassador Dalrymple to Ea;,|mTlmT{ ::I::;
conomie N (by Australia) of diplom, and i » ad s 1ty of deluding e TS St i i
H b it hlevous' and gullty o tain an pi
Differences emerge his W\el.glil“ ll:“toﬁﬂjz mpmm ;::‘t’l':re:hl:li Lmir“.nmISunI: ‘;’M s E‘:pnnrmtife;}f;::;:ﬁ;;ﬂiﬁ {;‘zel a slmilar reception from hackﬂmﬂ'“.hen General Benny M“r]daml re:msedrﬂf:ll-nl’rltﬂ’;‘?;fa?rr
ALP's Federa] Platon IDlliee on mooa AN fo the 's Fi Minister, Bill Hayden, on 8 June. At a pri- the visit, plainly because of the level of conf ,
'm Committee on Forelgn Atfairs a). Australla’s Forelgn er, bl i Rl
orlan Ll e bluntly accused Fretil Hayden reportedly gave vent to his
v;;hrﬂ.rs;mlg;?ewe-ﬂunimnce campalgn was fired by the as nucllll'.' mentlon of elther sanctions or the recognition question ::Ignririgatllg’gt;: ﬁinr:;;.eslggeunng i Tllmur‘ i us;‘-‘ o hmﬁ o b2 a1t Queeealkma s oo et
Com‘ ymi o i M’ Ep“‘h evenie o 1 e s important ¢°fleslﬂ'= development program In Timor, and torpedoed any the visit finally did take place It was too late and, [n Dalrymple's
fairs ittee g xm,’:‘f,""'ﬁf :’,’;'FA Al | agreed on this panrF ';Zii;"gc"t‘.’";"{“" hat the factlon leaders ldea that Ausiralla should intervene fo facllfate falks. On 20 | e ¥l fnally did take place tt wa Canterence. * * PTEE S
on eled for AusleaeLe® s T LT / Indonestan : careful, however, to temper his lectures to
&?;zu 1o ll@-repg;:;.: mm?ﬂ’gﬂﬂd for Australla, in- E}Eﬂ:’nm :m:w: a’}'ilzrl:_l was f:llm;red hyl Ixjm» convietlon that the i‘:;':;‘,’;efdi'i*ﬁﬁ‘.iﬁs'.“ﬂ:;!&"n‘ﬁ F::::E: "}1‘1;?1?,? e "clo!ﬂf pa':&yi‘i?h TR o of Taen A o] he be too easlly cast
aun, ‘s takeover, to Inltlate an fn. everslble fact of life and that though the 4 & et 1 T P e
ternational camli"‘sﬂlﬁmppm of East Timor's right fo self. 10rese were entltled (o an agf of self-determination (n book' and mon-teo-subtly aceused Ausira { Bt Rk S

t at there had been
determination, and o suspend milltary ald to Suharto. The 1t was both pointless to nslst on it and positively harmpu] Indenesian Intentlons, falsely alloging tha

W ons with an Imporiant pro-Western nelghbour. The
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the Party. Jones himself, It should be not minds. A geropak load of Timorese corpses or a personal ap

gngdyr ljo“:e E!rms}lrrf by hl%'*wf\ factlon, 1 1 pearance by Mochtar would not have made any difference at
pendents, Hayden accepled the new formulation \ that polnt, The Murdani medalllon for Posiive Propaganda
atlons’’ and withdrew his draft. But he categorlc went to he-who-would-be Australla’s next Ambassador to In

i1l Morrison, who clalmed that *'tens of thousands of
lives’ ¢ Ioat during the 1975 civil war, that Freilin started
that war, and thal teday ''Fretlin represents only 1% of the peo-
ple of East Timaor."”

donesl.

d to accep! any recognition of East Timor’
o self-determination as called for in Dunn's submis-
Jones and the majority went along with him on {his.

5
=

tt amendments

Tha new pollcy
{his point that the Soclallst Left and the Timor lobby
heels, Self-determination was the only acceplable
\sworkubleand just settlement. A new amendment was
4 over John Birch's name which sought to modify
3 of the Jones resolution as follows (see [talicised

shortcomings. First, It does not seek 10 involve the Timorese in
the search for a settlement, A bilateral seftlement reached by
Indonesla and Portugal, and approved by the UN, would
therefore be technically consistent with pollcy. This would gel
Indonesla off the international hook on which it has squirmed for
so long. But It 1s most doubtful Ihat 1t would bring peace o the
East Timorese people any more than a similar deal has meant
peace in Wesl Irlan. Second, the polley falls to address the ques-
tion of Indonesia’s soverelgnty While this could be Interpreted
as a wish to reserve judgmeni on the matler, it also
leaves the Hawke Government free {o extend de jurs recognl
tlon, by word or deed, without technically contravening officlal

‘ The new ALP policy has two disturbing and tundamental

dingly, the ALF calls on the Australlan Government to
lye support to {nternational Initlatives, that have the
hieving a just settlement of the Timor problem in accor
ith Internationally recognised principles Specifically, the

t should support the efforis of the United Natlons
nGeneral (o bring about a cessfire and to bring all par ‘

conflict to the negotliating table to ensure thal the right of

SUpBporers in sireets of DIl shortly betore indonesian +

retil u-
= of continuing strong, evidence of popula : "
ued today pular backing far Fretilin, Bill Morr - eed lo the people of East Timor " It
Continued from previous page. ¥ “ReEL reesants anly 1 af Te people of Tast s et 56 votes 1o 43. Only one non-Soclallst Left member | - policy
srted the amendment — Ken Wriedt, the leader of the On the other hand, the policy has given the Timor movement
lenty to go on with. These poslilve points can be made about the

does not consider Easl

In the role of apologlst. *'We have
e e e e Bl A L thet have (he ol ot
::r;Imuw hat | am now flercely and unjustly accused of belng e u’-m“-“ of the Timor problem in keeping Left amendment was moved by BIll Hartley Party's new position, One, the ALP
t‘uedlr]h:: Indanesla.” He went on to criticlse Indonesta dor ment should 7 Specitically, the at paragraph 1of the Jones resolu- Timor to be a “closed book.” The Party clearly feels the siiua
“great mg:“mh'mwle visit and to warn Jakarta of the | General to support the current efforts of the UN Secretary gly implied recognition that East Timor was now a \lon s Intolerable and requires a solution. Two, the Parly
Jaysantth e dlllinament' (n Australla e The Sacalls about a solutlon fo this problem " % o tridonesia, Hartley sought (o replace the word “In- | - belleves the Internatlonal community, including the UN and
32y and he lling of Arnold Ap. On the same occasion healso | - retused to sl et members of the Plattorrn Commis Fot Indoresla, Hartley o0 el ed 10 an llegal and un- |  Australta, have a duty to work Tor & SGULEL Three, the ALP
‘maum;rlfhlmhzhemm.kmtmla.m.m.ﬁ,m, Hsanl .mﬂ'! Hayden draft at this and a subsequent misable act purporting to incorporate it asa provinee of In belleves that NGOs, not just Governments, have an important
the lﬂlvlll.uan'hl e eve of the Conference, he was to condemn WMM the Forelgn Minister was adamant. Ir It was lIost on the volces. role 1o play, particularly In the areas of human rights and
one might nole.) e death squads in (very I ; nm hoe Thmor Iobby at the Conference declded course of hls speech, Hartl ‘weltare, And four, the ALP reserves the right to Intervene or 4
g misgivings In ; 16 Hayden's proposal, despite gr question of substance like East Timor even where much Impor
Victorlan 'Brnehw arters about the wisdom of ditching the bied East Timor as part of Indonesia. Hayden did not reply. tance 1s placed on good relations with the offending country.
Hayden's preferred polic Conference over the position. This was clrculated to the does not permit an analysls of the speeches dellvered The Conference gave Bill Hayden some of the freedom (o
Y read: & name of the NSW delegate, John Birch, and the debate, Suffice It to say they were, by and large, sel move he has 50 often insisted on, How he ;A:esr:nm !tr;ednm'i:d
Though there “The ALP 4 sented {0 justify positlons already taken, not because Who benefits rests in the last analysis with the min ers of the
R i s et BT SRR, 1 reports of rencuc R o e Poerauade delegates to change their |  poiley, the men and women of the ALP.
ey et e Comernce | foteotie NSt Bt Cros. Tow AL whl suppor. o T o — e
', he submitled a draft policy to the the UN. ary-Gene 5 il support et 3 -
Polly Pl i, T et oo 8 S kgt | uet 1t e o o SSRHLEt (o the g ling tovie 1o " To keep In touch with what Is going I
. final twe arograps e LR IR oy e Beop1E of wyy Ao f self-daterminatlon 1s guarantecd 1o hr ‘on in Asla and the Paclfic, get a ° l
The ALP ey 3
tion In East m{,’:‘,"g’;;’,m’df-':l:ﬂ stated concern at the situa- | The Jonss co subscription to the CARPA Bulletin, a 1
Lact thal the lormer Portuguese eotany Wen el iz ' quarterly pulication by the Committee Ty |
quate tunit ese people having been given an ade- Timor debate was i Pacific and %
e T aertt s e # | e i e ERRERE aicexsion [n o ac Haymarkot NSW 2000 '
g ALF exprysses its concern af d when the 5 3| S g Australla.
¥ Till declared 1 @ Parly's sllent majority
e Bumasiiarian uation tn Ean ey i W Wit iz nBramIse formulation aver B i The CARPA Bulletin is produced by
gqignimmmumfm} B et Ao o aer Maydan s Cemtre Lt R i e activists building solldarity with the Enclosed:
4 3 0m . & .
B e Lgeport o e et mu?, £ things. Rl propor.ai ~ peoples of the reglon and seeks to ¢ for one year's subscription (Aust 33,
ence palley. Wnat ks Mapeiy e 8 he Moal | P inds belng called for (o hough the 5ot 13 | publish material that supports such overseas §10).
dratt Bowever. s what I 310 ol say. As was Mk latr. n i E“WM: Intervened (o stress that a significant solidarity activities. s donatlon towards the work of CARPA,
o "‘}xf"m »ﬂf.'r'\lﬁ"..“,.ﬁ‘{,‘, he heurt oul of a sub. ulation m‘",," ."’E’,‘,,,,,dm,,, i ? 4 membership fes $10 (concession 35,
“.‘}ﬁ!m,m mihu '.3."1'.‘.“".;2",“’* xelslng wootltskey | paragraphs on 4 to. I ighllghied Timor, yl'l'"::{al‘l;z”:'l;: g:gm;mezsgg 23‘1‘5 o organisations $25)
determination h.““"',,,,, nalienable right to self. portantly, It put more latlons to the end. More lox ox
determination, the Timoree pours o . Eenlne act of it | Austrana -a’mf"m RISy e £ Buman righis and said | Melbourne 3001, Canberra City 2601,
m.mm lﬁnmm"‘"mlﬂmmmp settlemen, a ivolved In the tnternational search for o | [T 1T
ercised.” an e g 1o ensure that It freely e, | 2107 but Sperlieahotien cartained In Dunn's earlier submis a Address § B o LS
“The ALP exilegains. i Talks with Hortg o ooyl 0 Hayden both [n his draft and ~ | Sydney and Natlonal Paticod
on ihe Australfan Governmeit to give actlve | erden X in & dune. Janes was later o conflde fhai | PO Box K717 i co —
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reviews

Can the Accord
really defend jobs?

Full employment I8 poasible

instance, In 1873, before Whitlam in-
troduced centrallsed wage fixation, the

«of the Natlonal Wage Case

The Accord, & for
planning and

A pamphlet by Pete Steedman,
MHR for Casey,

June 1984,

Ever since the ALP-ACTU Accord
came Into being In March 1983, sectlons
of the Left have being trylng to explaln
1ts benefits and potential. This pamphlet
from Victorian Soclallst Left MHR Pete
Steedman (which Is avallable on request
from his offlce) Is the latest such offer-
ing.

Tony Brown

Member Rozelle East (NSW) Branch
and NSW Public Service Association

1o average weekly minimum male wages
was 19.1%. By 1977 this had Increased to
4%, and by 1978 It was 98%.

Similarly, no reference ls made to the
ACTU or NSW Labour Councll's rale In
regard to policing the BLF and that un-
lon's legitimate right to.defend Its own in-
terests.

The way the guestion of planning Is
dealt with Is gquite consistent with
Steedman's central argument: “The ma-
Jor achlevement of the Accord fa that It
establishes, once and for all, the

of trade unlon In
the central policy making processes of
the national Government. Such an

There are four maln sections of the

represents

the
most of trade unlon

pamphlet: a brief summary of ]
of the Accord; the planning framework
of the Accord; the need for an alternative
economic and (ndustrial strategy; and an
outline of an alternative.

1n outlining his alternative, Stesdman
sets himself no small task. He claims
that with an alternatlve approach to
“strategic” sections of manufacturing
Industry Australla can return, in less
than 10 years, to full employment.

Is the core of the paper — that
through the planning mechanisms of the
Accord and an appropriate [ndustry
Eﬂw mrmstemml can be restored.

ice, an Is arguing that

whlle the Accord 15 fundamentally all

Tight, It is c2ly the interpretation and fm-
atlon that Is a problem.

‘What he falls 1o question 1s the actual

record of the Hawke Government.

ls any conslderation given to

the real state of the economy and the real

mﬂﬂl for the Introduction of the Ac-

1 At o o s e
o ting to Its etf
on wages and union Indeper £e

influence In decades.”

The kind of planning that s envisaged,
however, Is a very centrallsed,
bureaucratic affalr In which ordinary
;f::‘]teu ‘and consumers could play lttle

There are, as well, elements of ““Lelt
corporatism’' In the sirategy — In thal
Steedman wants to organlse planning
through agreements belween
capltallsts’, workers’, and slate
representatives which Involves a
sacrifice of workers' (ndependence In
order to persuade capliallsis to behave
according to the plan.

While Steedman places great emphasls
on planning and Its Impact on manufac-
turing Industry, he falls to mention that
this has been the area of greatest dis.
agreement — and more Importantly
neglects to offer a reason for this.

He does acknowledge that after 18
months the Australlan Manufacturing
tﬂiqu:ml.l and lts];nsutllled network of In.
ustry counclls have not yet hee
!?rmed. Bul there Is no menl{an of et||:
‘new reallsts' ' plan to restriucture and

Steedman acknowledges that under
quarterly indexation { the ACTU's prefer-
red option) workers would be $i week
worse off, while under the exlsting six-
monthly Indexation workers are $8/week
worse off — although I think he has un-
derestimated this figure. He also refers
1o the claim that unfons sre becoming
more fied lo the centralised wage-fixing
system, and thuna the ACTU effectively
a ceman"’
fon mvvu;nel'l::, 0 i tende L0
However, he does no more than refer
these criticisms, which are all valid, E;:

r Industries such o
automoblle and metal manuficiui g,
leed, so Intent are Hawke, Bution
and Keating on Implementing thelr plans
that such rellable allles as Joe
Bu-lllurflpmn. NSW Secretary of the Vehlcle
lers Unlon and Pres{dent of the NSW
Labeu.rl Counell, have publicly called for
"Bhu!lm s reslgnation. On the o.aer hand,
powerful AMFSU, while protesting
mll::l?e Gwmment's policles, has
provided the necy
Port 10 protect the Gi ek

1o Keyneslan expansionary fiscal policy
and, in conjunction with this, a revised
industry plan.

Like many before him, Steedman
speaks as If the present recession and
cutbacks Just resulted from the policies
and vindictiveness of the Fraser Govern
ment. Of course, those policles exacer
bated the problem, but they were n
pollcies out of the blue. They were a
response to the decline In capltallst
profitability.

Up untll very recently, some capltaiist
Governments were still advocating
polletes of spending themselves out of the
crisls. The fact Is, however, that these
pollcles produced other problems — in-
fiation, uncontrollable state deficlts, and
&0 on.

Too often the advocates of the alter-
natlve strategies fall even to reglster
that such problems exist.

Unless the Left understands why such
problems have occurred with
Keyneslanism, and has a plan to deal
with them, then high-spending policles
themselves will lead agaln to the

ty
by Sophla Turkiewlcz
Gosla Dobrowolska and Ivar

Clnemas

e is less to Sophla Turklewlcz's
lver City than meets the eve,
Is & big disappointment. It has a
ially great subject — the treat-
it of Pollsh refugees who arrived In
“ififtles by xenophobic Australlans,
e love story gets in the way.
relationship between two refugees,
played by Gosla Dobrowolska, and
, played by Ivar Kants, Is the real
of the film, not the context In
that relatlonship unfolds.

me results.

It would only be possible fo begin to
deal with the problems accompanylng
rislng state expenditure at present by
comblnlng It with other policles which
make major inroads Into the rights of
capltallst erty-owners, and other
policles directed towards mass
democratlc Involvement In economic
Iife. And that, of course, means a
political strategy to defend any reforms
that are made by stronger means than
those dictated by the norms of
parllamentary democracy.

The gecond feature of Steedman's
alternatlve pollcy rests on Import
replacement (presumably protective
tarlffs, although this Ls not spelt out); ex-
port promotion; and Industry modernisa- backdrop — they never seem really
tlon. There [s n; mentlon made of the fact of the actlon, The actlon is just there
that if Australla Introduces new tarift o add colour, the events just an excuse 10
barriers our trading partners will “separate hero and herolne so that they
retallate by simllarly Iniroduclng ber- - can meet up again.
rlers — thus jeopardlsing all three Gosla Dobrowolska as Nina makes the
llg:ﬂs of his plan. best of her role, which 1s unsympathetic
i cording to the plan though, once this Her love affalr with the husband of her
M“ﬂlﬂmu-l!ﬂ 18 Intraduced, a whole serles friend Anna (played by Anna Jemison) s

' other factors then simply fall into hard to understand.
place — higher emplayment, less dole Jullan ls s0 glum and sad that he seems
:I?ﬂllltll, less Goveriment borrowing, 10 have nothing to atfer the bright Nina.

, all leading to 7 | althier capitallst ‘Dobrowolska's Infectious grin makes his
Economy, interest In her plausible, but fthelr
Unfortunately, Steedman omits any relatlonship 1s never satisfactorily ex
:":termce 1o how these pollcies will be plained.

plemented. Will Hawke be intellec- He wrltes to her and she asks later
tually convinced? Will the Left eventual- whether he meant the things he wrote —
Iy win the numbers and then be in a posl- but the audience never knows the basls
tlon to Introduce such policies? for the relationship, which seems to

It s, of course, a difficult question and yme from nowhere. The relatlonship
there are no easy answers. But if you 1130 seemé doomed from the start —
8tart with the premise that such an alter- ullan Is living in the past and ls unable
native will be Introduced trom above and o desert his wite and son.

a Weaver
imber Glebe (NSW) Branch and
inicipal Employees Union

[eavily sentimental, the film suffers
i the casting of malnly Australlans,
fith the exception of Dobrowolska, In the
0 roles. The actors expend so much
on thelr accents that they are (o0

d fo flesh out their characters
nd some don't even get the accent
it.)

ike The Year of Living Dangerously,
liver City is set in a potentlally exclting
lal and political situation. However
characters are merely set agalnst

through centralised and The film opens with Nina on a train,

‘atlc mechanisms, then the where ahe meets Jullan agaln after
1o twelve years. The fiim then flashes back
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to thelr arrival and subsequent life in the
depressing migrant camp, nicknamed
Silver Clty after the corrugated lron
structures.

There are some humorous fouches —
Arthur Calwell as Immigration Minister
forcing a glant koala on an un-
comprehending female migrant; the aw-
fulness of the camp's adminlstrators
with their schoolmasterish lecturing; the
horror of a walter In an Aussle pub when
Nina orders cognac

As time moves on, Nina wants ta have
& betier life, and she and Jullan set up
house together In a one-room shack
They have

he camp behind and even
Australians. But Jullan
amlly and their future

returns to the present
come a teacher, but
Jullan Is ped In a dead-end job.
Nina has use r optimism and drive
while Jullan has stagnated. Nina tends to
crow & bit over poor Jullan, but at the end
least has his famlly, while Nina is

day

ne al
alone.

The fllm’'s concentration on the
veakness, for the love
8 sufficlently engrossing to
keep our Interest, The scenes of Nina's
rather grim jo irst in a hospltal,
then In a swealshop — come to nothing,
there 1s no dramatic butld up. We don't
learn enough about Nina to understand

her or care about her.

A lot of care has gone Into the making
of the film. The sets, clothes, and period
are lovingly created and the photography
is excellent

The director worked on the project for
a long time, trying to have the tlim made.

However, Ausirallan flims need to
break away from what is really cultural
taxidermy. It Is not enough to recreate a
period through costumes and sets — &
film should illuminate the
characteristics of life in that perlod.

The background of tilms llke Sllver
Clty needs to be brought to the fore, to
become part of the actlon — or else there
{s no point in making such fiims.

Some fllm-makers have attempted o
re-examine aspects of Australlan history
successfully — for exampie, Richard
Lowenstein's Strikebound, In which the
characters are firmly rooted in the
events of thelr time. The weakness of
stlver Clty stems from the characters’
dislocatlon from thelr context.

Had Sliver Clty shown more clearly
Australlan raclst and xenophoble at-
\ltudes towards refugees in the ‘fiftles, It
could have drawn many parallels with
Australlan soclety today — as & new
wave of migranis and refugees face
similar hostility. As it 1s however, Sllver
Clty 1s a love story with & backdrop a lii-
tle out of focus.



party affairs

Quiet time at Tas State Council

The receni Tasmanian State Council
was held over two days, October 20-21,
but unforfunately little came out of It
The general attitude was that nothing
confroversial should come up prior to an
election — and this makes for a very
sterile gathering.

Lou-anne Barker
Member Murchison (Tas) Branch
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Sclence and Technology Minister Bar-
ry Jones gave the opening address, con-
centrating his attention on the problems
of unemployment In “economic mono-
cultures,” areas with a high degree of
specialisation — coal, iron, mining and
heavy manufacturing — “‘where the
traditional base is eontracting and new
work forms are not emerging."'

Jones sald many felt threatened by in-
creasing technology. “Thelr jobs,
security, self-image all seem to be at
Tisk."™

While Jones' analysis of the employ-
ment prospecis for these areas was
probably quite gond, his solutions were

1.

not.

Instead of suggesting the obvigus solu-
1on that all workers need to beneflt from
improved technology through shorter
hours with no loss of Pay and condltions,
thus sharing the available work around,
he explained there was a need to pay
more atiention to “the value of lime-use
outside work, and get away from the no-
ton that our value Is determined exter.
nally by an employer — ifat if an
employver says we are worth 3300, that Is
our valu he withdraws the job we are
valueles:

“'We ought 1o be concentrating on Exer-
cising the right to make Indlvidual
ehoices — about how we live, whar we
work at, and how long we wurk and a
variely of trade-oHs belween work and
lelsure income. '

He didn't explain how workers could
make individual cholces about their Ilfe
once they were sacked, and had Ilitle
chance of finding another Job.

Jones also praised the Accord, clting
the “Steel Deal'* as one of the benefits,
However, the “'Steal Deal,” which Rave
BHP $80 mlilion, does not Ruarantee jobs
= @5 can be seen by BHP's plans (o
retrench all (1 apprentices In Porp
Kembla who finish their training af the
end of this ye e e
Jones” speech, which was met with
kreal applause. sel 1ho tone for the State
council — oot thi wit o Analysis, but the
lack of any crlficism il ult of the Hawke
Government’s anti-worker policies.

2

ot

Science and Technology Minister Barry
Jones: His analysis of unemployment guite
Eood, solutions not so good.

A motion against the Accard by the
Murchison Branch was conveniently
placed last on (he agenda — by which
time there was no quorum.

Some Important policy committee
reports, for example on the Economy, on
Minerals and Energy, and on Technology
and Soclal Change were rushed through
without discussion — while hours of dis-
cussion were spent on the Rules Commlt.
tee report, in Particular on whether the
returning officer should deposit the
sealed envelope of volps In the bank Im-
mediately or not.

A viclory for the Left was achleved
When Paul Lennon had to leave the Coun-
cll after a mation Was passed that only
ALP members, apart from the press, be
allowed 1o attend,

FPaul Lennon, secretary of the Tasma.
nlan Trades and Labor Councll, has ap.
plied for membership of the Parly, but s
known to have distributed pam phlets last
March for Independent Senator Brian
I]éuci:r;adinv {Who Is assoclated with the

Lennon refused to sign a leter statin
that Senator Harradine, the Llhernlsg,
and some Democrats displayed ant).
labor attitudes, and that he would sup-
bort the Labor Senate team,

Some lmportant maotlons were
at councll. & motion backing (he g::&::

miners, moved by the AMFSU was pas
sed.

Support for an Australian policy of op
position to visits by nuclear-powered o
armed vessels to Australlan Ports and
opposition to any attempt by the
Australlan Gevernment to undermine
New Zealand's stand on this was
dorsed.

There was also much discusslon on the
recent passing by the Liberal State
Government of the Polsons Amendment
Act, which allows for entry to premises
strip and "cavity''searches — with the
amount ef foree necessary by pollee —
and for Jail sentences of up to 21 years for
someone In possession of a certain
amount of Indian hemp.

There was a lot of erftlelsm of the
Parliamentary Labor Party for allowing
the bill to be passed without a dlvision
Opposition Leader Ken Wreidt, clalmed
that the PLP were only ablding by Party
poliey which included mention of strip
searches. There was a motion passed at
last State Council to decriminalise pos-
sesslon and use of marijuana, but the
policy Wreldt was referring to was 1978
policy, which still stands,

However, there is no mention in that
policy of cavity searches, and it would be
expected that ALP parllamentarians
would have reallsed that this could be
used for intimidation by a police state.

While the section of the motion crificls-
Ing the PLP was deleted, the motlon con-
demned the legislation and called on th
PLP o attemp! to repeal those sections
of the Aet “‘which discriminate agalnst
human rights and the dignity of cltlzens
of this State."

A maotlon was passed calling for a
change to parllamentarians’ penslons to
more accurately reflect general com-
munity standards — much to the chagrin
of some parllamentarlans, Al the mo-
ment, for every $1 contributed by
Parllamentarians to the pension scheme,
the taxpayer contributes $15.

A suspension of standing orders was
carrled 1o put a motlon on Tasmanlan
shipping.

The motion criticlsed the Liberal
Government “for the chaos which now
exists in the matter of Bass Stralt ship-
PIng."™ It called for full ‘'detalls of the
dgreement with Brambles together with
4 schedule of frelght charges,” and a
“detailed breakdown of job losses in
cludlng multipller effects, which will be
caused by the introduction of the Kirk
Challenger.’

Qverall, the State Counell did not in-
splre a great deal of confidence In the
vigour of the ALP only slx weeks prior o
a Federal elecilon,

eSouth Ausiralian Branch is notable
Iis large irade union vote at
grence, with as near as possible to
of votes coming from union
es, and 25% from Sub-Branch
dtes, on a card-vote system. This
€m of voling relates to the number of
mbers each delegate represents.

mber Spence (SA) Brarich

Other factor which makes It a litile
fferent from other State Branches [s
e strong influence parliamentary
bers have on the Sub-Branches
or Members of Parliament are able
lttend and speak at any of the Sub.
fiches in their electorate and many
this o their advantage
B SA ALP has also presented Itself
88 not having hard and fast factions, like
BSe which operate in NSW and Vic-
8. Yel there are factional differences,
with a Left grouping, the Progressive
lons and Sub-Branches (P.U.S.), hav-
B 4 large Influence on Conventlon
1es, but a small participatory
embership, The SA State Secretary,
Chris Schacht, has been an active
‘Banlser of the Centre-Left natlonal fac-
+ Which was Bill Hayden's power base
I the last National Conference.
Al's possible to joln the SA ALP once
Vou're over 14 years of age, when you
1850 automatically become a member of
Ausirallan Young Labor until you turn 28
\Years of age. Australlan Young Labor is
dn active organlsation {n SA —
‘Publishing the natlonal paper, Insight,
- for the organlsation
Pallcles of AYL have come Into conflict
with ALP policies — particularly Young
Labor's opposition 16 uranium mining,
Where AYL has organised trlps to the
Roxby Downs Protest and helped
Ofganise a demonstration In Adelalde
agalnst Roxby Downs.
The paper of the SA ALF Is called The
Herald. Some of the maln structural
points about the SA Branch are as fol-
lows;
1. The Party Is divided Into Sub-
Branches. You foin the Sub-Branch In
Your resldentlal area unless Eranted per-
mission to do otherwlse, Sub-Branches
are the basic organ of the Party and must
comprise at least 7 members, and meet
at least once a quarter. Motlons from the
Sub-Branch can go to Palley Commlt-
- tees, State Councll, Federal Electorate
Counells, or District Assemblles,
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2. District Assemblies are based on the
State electoral boundaries Adelalde
and must meet at least once a quarfer.
They conslst of all members of Sub.
Branches within their boundaries. These
are the most useful for conducting State
election campaigns and giving Support to
the candidate.

d.Federal Electorate Councils are
divided on the basis of Federal electoral
divisions and comprise all Sub-Branch
members within these boundaries.
Although these have the potential of be-
ing a much la of memb
the ranks don’t usually attend F.
meetings. FECs must meet at least once
annually. Both District Assemblles and
FECs elect office bearers at an annual
meetlng, held after March 31,

The mext regular form of Party
organisation is the State Counell, which
meetsont nd Thursday of each month
at the Trades Hall, where the ALF has Its
offlees. State Councll Is comprised of
delegates from Sub-Branches, affiliated
unions, delegates from District As.
semblies, F and a delegate
representing the Federal and State
Members of Parllament. State Council
deals with motlons that have come from
the Sub-Branches and Items referred on
by the State Executive.

5. The State Executive conslsts of
offlee-holders of the State Branch, the
Leader of the Parllamentary Party, and
20 other people. Except for the
Parllamentary Leader and State
Secretary, the Executive Is elecled each
year from the Annual State Conference
The State Secretary Is elected for three
years. The State Executlve holds
monthly meetings, or when requested.

6. The State Conventlon Is held annual-
ly on the Queen's Birthday weekend,
commencing on the Friday night. Speclal
Conventions can be called by State Coun-

Distriet Assemblies, FECS, State and
Federal Parllamentary delegates, and
delegates from AYL. The largest vote |s
controlled by the unions.

Items for the Convention must come
District Assembilles, Sub
Branches, Affiliated trade unions, AYL,
AGM or the State Executive. An agenda
commiftee consisting of the President
and Secretary of the Party and five peo.
ple elected from the Convention deeides
on the items that go to Conventlon, and
the order of business,

T'he State Convention is able to submit
items to the Natlonal Bienmnial
Conference. It also elects delegates 10 the
Natlonal Conference,

SA Branch elects 8 delegates, 2 of
whom must be women, and 2 proxy
delegates to Natlonal Conference. The
Convention also elects members o,
varlous commiliees, such as the Plat-
form Commitlee, Fundralsing Commit-
tee, Campalgn Committee, and varlous
policy committees.

Speclal Conventions are called to
select Party candidates for parllamen-
fary elections. Candldales must be
members of an affiliated unlon.

7. SA local government [s notable for
the absence of Party intervention. Local
government in SA Is run on an indepen
dent, *'‘non-aligned’* basls. Even though
the Sub-Branch may support the election
of a certain candidate, the Party doesn‘t
officlally campalgn for the candidate

Like all other State Branches of the
Party, members in South Australia
bound by the objectives of the Party —
which are to achleve the political and
soclal values of equality, democracy
Iiberty, and soclal co-operation. Unfor
tunately, it seems thal, in practice, these
objectives tend to remain In the pages of
the rule book, rather than being acted up-
on

clll or the State Executive. A del

ratlo Is worked out on the basls of the
numbers of members In affillated unlons
and Sub-Branches, delegates from

If you would like 1o contaci the 34
Branch, its address (s: 1116 South Ter
race, Adelalde, 5000. Ph 211 5744




Halt military aid to

Thé most siriking statement made by
President Reagan during the second us
presidential debate in Ociober was that
the U.S. should give all necessary sup-
port 1o President Marcos of the Philip-
pines.
-
Nelum De Siva
Member Livingstone (NSW) Branch
and NSW Nurses Association
- e e

This 15 said in a perlod when hundreds
of thousands of people throng the streets
i the Philippines in big anti-government
demonstrations. And also at a tlme when
the Chief of Stalf of the armed forces and
other senior military officers had been
hiamed for the murder of the gpposition
leader, Benigno Aquino, in August last
year.

The Reagan Administration and U.S.
Senate staff analysts have alse con-
cluded that the Philippines Government
of President Marcos is in serlous trouble.
According 1o a Senate staff report made
public in early October, many Filippinos
see it as "'a foregone conclusion that the
Marcos era is in i’s terminal stage.”

Bui US. leaders have concluded they
mus! back Mareos or risk losing the ma-
jor stake they have in the Philippines.

The twa largest overseas U.S, military
bases are Clarke Field and Subic Bay
Waval Base, and they are only two of 21
1.8 military facilities in the Philippines.
Fxperts say that there Is no way that the
115 eould duplicate the strategic advan-
1age of the Clarke Field and Subic Bay
hases anywhere else in the Pacific.

Aside from this, U.5. corporations
have more than US$4 billion invested in
the Philippines — which is roughly 60 of
. investment in South Fast Asla.
A vast majority of the country’s people
live in misery. 80 per cent of Fillppinos
© helow the paverly line. Yet Ferdl-
nand Mareos s ane of the richest men in
Asia — and Imelda Marcos is repuled o
hi: the sevenih richesi woman in the
world.

The only means of maintaining the
status quo is by repression. Because of
this, alongside his economic empire,
s has huilt up a military elite close-
v tied 10 himself and his cronies,

When martial law was declared in 1972,
thee armed forees were 65,000 sirong. Ten
yrars faler, there are 350000 regular
tarees, supplemented by an estimated 30-
(00K 1o SN paramilitary and reserve
Lo

Thousands havae become vietims of dic
tatorial measwres like torture, detention,
relovations, and massacres

In response 1o this repression ag:d un-
just rule, oppesition groups and alliances
have developed in most sectors of the

ulatinn
pu’Fhe country's economy is In rulns, and
this has driven many business penple to
join the mass of waorkers, youth, and poor
farmers who are ealling for a change.

The assassination of Aquino sparked a
political crisis which has continued un-
abated. “Justice for Aguino, Justice for
all,” i one of the mass movements whieh
sprang up in August 1983 with the abject
of simply seeking Justice against those
responsible for the public execution of
Agquino.

Benigno Aguing

On the other hand, there is also “il-
legal” opposition. The Communist Party
of the Philippines, after years of struggle
under martial law, claims that its armed
strength has grown by thousands.

Marcos himself has sald that the

greatest threat to his regime’s stability Is
the National Democratic Front. This is
an umbrella organisation of all outlawed
political groups, including the CPP

‘The NDF, as well as the legal opposi-
tion, is for a national democratic coall-
tion government. They have both arrived
al the same basic analysis of the situa-
tion.

But it is not only the United States that
alds and backs the repression of people’s
democratic and elvil rights in the Philip-
plnes. Australla is one of the richest and
mos! powerful suppporters of Marcos.

Australia is providing development as-
sistance to two rural projects in the
Philippines — at Zamaoanga Del Sur and
al Northern Samar,

In Northern Samar, however, the
reality is that 7% of the aid has been al-
located towards agricultural profects,
whilst 7' is belng spent on roads. It is
abvious that the roads have provided the
military with greater access 1o com-
sunitivs where there §s soelal unrest,

There Is also direct military ald to the
Philippines. This was 5146 million for

Marcos!

1983 /84. Some of this money is used In the
following ways:

® 5600,000 for Australlan advisers
pased in the Phillppines to train the
Philippine military in the malintenance of
Ausirallan-supplled Nomad aircraft;

@ 5700,000 for Philippines military per-
sonnel 1o be trained in Australla

The provision of military ald to the
Philippines must be strongly condemned
in the light of the fact that military
spending in the PhLlppines has increased
SO0, since 1972 — yet It has had no
foreign enemy since World War 2, The
Australian Labor Government, with Its
continuing provision of military ald to

Scene after murder of Aquing

the Philippines, must accept respon-
sibility for supporting a military force
with a noterious record of arrests, for-
ture, imprisonments, disappearances,
and murders.

Forelgn Affairs Minister Bill Hayden
has justified the training of Fllippino
soldiers by saying that t |s giving them
grounding {n democratic prineiples!

Trade between the Philippines and

. Australla will total $280 million this

financial year, Australian companies,
primarlly in search of a more strietly
eontrolled and cheaper workforce, have
invested 850 milllon in the Phillppines.

Wages In the Philippines are one-tenth
of those [n Australla. In addltlon,
workers are foreed to work long hours.
while severe limits are forced on trade
union activies.

The question of the Philippines must
now become 4 major issue in the ALF —
as the erlsis in that country deepens.

The Right and Centre-Left factians at
the July National Conference managed
to block a resolution aimed at cutting off
military ald 1o Marcos.

All supporters of human rights In the
Branches should now begin to press the
Federal Government to stop alding the
Philippines reglme — and to support the
movement for a natlonal democratlc
government in thal country.
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