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115 a national, monthly, Internal Party
p‘ﬁ':gm‘:mmummwumsm the Labor
Parly. Each Issue carries news and an: from &
soclalist viewpolnt of events and Issues of particular

1o Party members.

mmve d:v?ted a lot of space over the past few
years to discussing the Prices and Incomes Policy. In
our view the Accord signed with the ACTU in
February 1683 {5 no different to the soclal contract that
proved so distastrous tor Britlsh workers under
Labour Governments {n the 1970s, The experience of
the Accord to date has resulted In cuts to wages and
living standards and It will not glve workers a share of
the limited economic recovery now evident.

Labor Militant looks at the nature of the capltalist
economic crisis and the soclallst measures needed to
contront a crisis of this depth. The crisis is not caused

crisis In favour of the working class.

and the wars already going on. From Central America
to the Middle East, the United States and its allies are

to block In order
to protect their economic Interests. Reagan's drive to
war Increases the danger of nuclear war and
Australia’s particlpation as part of the U.S, war
machine must cease, We must remove the U.S.bases
and'wilhdraw from the aggressive ANZUS military
pact,

Labor Milltant campalgns for progressive policies
for llberatlon struggles world wide — in El Salvador,
for Solidarlty's struggle for soclalist democracy in
Poland, for the rights of the Palestinian people and
against Israell aggression In the Middle East, for the
anti-Marcos movement in the Phillipines and against
the Indonesian occupatlon of East Timor, and for the
need to make reparatlons to Vietnam.

by wages rises, nor will wages cuts help resolve the
We also devote a lot of attention to the threat of war -

Labor Is ingovernment in four states and foc
Yet never before has there been a bigger gap t
slated Labor poliey and government performance,
alone the gap between performance and waorking o]
interests. This gap Is reflected in important d,
and discussion within Party branches an
Conference. We belleve that the most free and «
debate within the Party and aifillated unions on po|
and practice is necessary to develop positions :
actions that ean represent the working class fro
whom Labor draws Its strength.

But current structures of the Party and n
undemocratic rules and practices prevent this

sSupport moves to democratise these structures — ir

particular, 1o make the Parllamentarians and Par
officers truly accountable to the ranks, unions a
Branches.

Recently Labor Milltant amalgamated with an
left Party journal, Socialist Fight. This
strengthened our national coverage and distribut
We have now opened up the pages of the combine
journal to a wider debate and we have invit
contributions from those in the Left who ha
viewpoints which differ to those expressed in Lab
Militant. We also encourage debate through lette:
and reviews.

If you agree with our alms we encourage you 1o hel
tinance and distribute Labor Militant. You can gc
each Issue sent by mall at a cost of $6 for 10 1ssues. W
can also make arrangements to have a bundle of an
size malled or dellvered for your Branch or for you it
sell. There are high costs iavolved in the production o
a publication like Labor Militant so any financial con
tributlon will help to ensure Its continued regular ap
pearance. :

For subscriptions or any further Information please
Ll In the clip-off below or write to any of the addres
ses on the following page.

B

spend less than one week's worth, $6, before Inflation and
drag" eais it away again

O I enclose $6.00 for ten Issues
LI 1 would like to distribute Labor Milltani.
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_lettersto L.M.

‘Defend NZ
nuclear-free
proposal’

[We reprint the following, -
‘Open letter to People for
Nuclear Disarmament
;!::D!l:: Nuclear New
al
'm.l’ll proposal under

In the recent New Zealand
5!nernl eleetlons the Labor
arty won a land-slide wic-
ftory commanding a 17 seat
majority in the Parliament.
sl:l;hlﬁ elecl:lon was called at
1 notice by Prime
Minister Robert yMu]dmm.
who claimed that he could no
longer rely on the suppart of
;:meoﬂllsnwn backbench to
cure a majorit;
Parliament. ] L
reason was due to a
rare circumstance when two
of the government backbench
MPs crossed the floor to vote
on a Labour-sponsored Bill to
make New Zealand a nuclear
iree zome. The Bill was
designed 1o give legal effect
In NZ {o the UN General As-
sembly resolution (in 1975) to
Ccreate a nuclear ‘Weapons-
free zome in the South Pacific
Essentlally the Bill provided
for prohibiting visits of
nuclear powered and/or
;nned ships and aircraft 1o
EW Zealand ports. The Bill
was nonetheless defeated by
one vote due to the Support
glven to the Egovernment by
two Independent (formerly
Labour) MPs, one of whom
1rgm};:a;iy Is the son of former
L rime Minister Norman
Tk — the man who dis.
patched NZ frigates to
Muroroa Atoll in 1973 [
Protest against French
nu.lg:.eu lests.
e issue of a nug)
g::;'] ]Ze;lanﬁ rema ul:ee?Ir ﬂ;:
e during the
campaign and Iheelec':leox
EOVErnment can quite rightly
clalm therefore that Its com.
manding Victory at the polls
r?n be interpreteq as
:' despread electorate en-
orsement of this aspert of
pngcy p;alfm'm. :
N this ques
Labour's policy callle: ‘IJ:r' 5
® legislation g make i\lew
aland and |ts territorial
wa.(ers nuclear free,
Opposition to visiis 1
by nuclear ﬁnwmed an‘:i,if
armed vessels and aircraft.
® sponsorship of a regional

4

conference under UN
auspices to promote & nuclear
weapons-free zone in the
Soutl 4

® renegotiation of the
terms of NZ's ANZUS as-
sociation with Australia and

the United States to take ac- |
count of:

— NZ's unconditional anti-
nuclear stance.

_l active promotion of a
nuclear ns-free Sou
RUEleS eapd South

— equal partnership.

— 4a guarantee of the com-
plete integrity of NZ's
“Ariing

g from the AN
Conference in Wel]!.n,gtonznig
the week following the elec-
tion pressure has been ex-
erted on New Zealand to back
down on its hardline anti.
nuclear stance. It should be
emphaisls;d that the
economic situation in N
Zealand Is such that m““eg
{or even the threat of
economic sanctions) from a
major trading partner may
be sufficient 1o force the
government to backdown, If
this oeeurs then the position
of the anti-nuclear forces jn
Australla would alsp be
weakened considerably and
}'lkne GPpOTtunity to establish a
F?::cpahei;d" FEor the Nuclear

C|
aléﬂ = InsLE roposal would

oncerned Austra
should urge the Fm!le?;:
lswunjsler Bill Hayden to en-
ure that no pressure is ap-
plied to the New Zealand
government elther by the
United States or any other
government and we should
EXpress our strong Support
for the stand of the New
Zealand Labour Party. Let-
ters should be directed 10 1)
Bill Hayden, Parllament
House, Canberra, 2600 and ]
Mr David Lange, Prime
Minister of New Zealang
Parllament Bulldings, Wel-'

Yours in solidari
Rabert Tickney.
MHR for Hughes'
12 Boyle St, Sutherland.
NSW 2232, 1

‘Protest
resignation’

[The following letter has been
circulated to a number of
ALP bodies.]

This statement is to an-
nounce my protest resigna-
tlon from the Australian
Labor Party.

As @ worker and rank and
file ALP branch member, 1
have found it absolutely in-
tolerable how a narrow elite
of Parllamentary and other
Labor leaders so often defy
the will of members and im-
plement policies against the
best inferests of working and
poor people.

During the perlod of the
present federal Labor govern-
ment, such betrayal of the
working class membership
and voting base of the ALP
has been epitomised In the
Wage-cuf Accord soclal
mé:::; a;:t} 1he reactionary

a
mierence, R o
This

0S¢ “‘pragmatie

g:l?ﬂes for almost w:r::];rol:!
i:r l:%u:ﬁ:rﬂo? uranium min-

f tates m
%F]llnry bases andu%gil;
mrl:&r;:;dlndependence. to
Inxgen!rnl. Economle matters

n the next federal o]
Enf]e!el 1hat a party wlllclelcmm:
m S 50 much harm

S supporters does not

Progressive reform: |
deralling the ALP from o
best and mos! basic labg
mg‘\}vlpmenl traditions, :
erefore, afler two a
half years active mvmber:‘liu:

and a lifetime of 5
the ALP, T am rog
forthwith, in order 1o
most actively for ;
organlsation that stan,
for advancing the interes,
the working cla
I request the branch ¢
coples of this statemen
ALP Victorian branch
the federal ALP Par||y
lary caucus, the
Minister RJIL ]
““Labor St,

G.R, W
Melbr

‘Support NZ P
and his Labou:
Party’

It was like a breath of
ing when the Labour F:
was elected In New Zeals
But more important by
was the news that the ne
Prime Minister, Da:
Lange, Intended to carry
his election promises.

Our Branch at its la
meeting on 17th July pass
the following Resolution
send a telegram to the N

land Prime Minister
Tead as follows:

That this Branc
:elcnmes the election of the
mew Zealand Labour BOVern
I enkl and supports their sta
N!I €eping New Zealand a
: uclear Free Zone and bann
NE nuclear powered vessels

o cl.;lslr [J!urts."

¥ of this Resolution

Was als AN
Minlale:?, ﬁm}}:ygg._} goian
NIIIE urge all Branches to
Prunl:n" the New Zealand
mmle Minister and Govern
need rlT'tIll their stand, They will
) uch Sll'?llorldurlng the
1hgm'gsmnm 8 When Increas.
s SUre will be exerted o
them to overturn
Promises Tv?lllliales and
nuulearw‘a.pmﬁ QRiId to

Irene Rob,
A
olicy Comnunee.gslgl ﬁ‘{'s

. T

There 15 a war belng waged In the Party. Many events point to
the seriousness and extent of the battle. The recent Budget and
the Natlonal Conference are just the latest and perhaps the
erudest signs of the flght for control.

The battle is belng waged over the nature and purpose of the
Party and whose Interests it will serve On one side Is the or-
dinary Party member, in the Branch or unlon, who sees the
Party as the means to defend and advance thelr hopes and needs
— to glve the ordinary person and the underdog “‘a go."" On the
other are the careerists — those who see the Party as an avenue
to position, status, wealth and power.

The pragmatle electorallst approach of Hawke, Hayden and
Keating expresses this perfectly. For them, winning seats and
maintaining government is all-lmportant. It is the key goal to
which everything must be subordinated.

And we have seen this clearly in the pollicles pursued In
Government. Soclal lssues, more egultable economic policles,
welfare and forelgn pollicy have been welghed and discarded as
too ‘Idealistle,” glven the reallties of a recesslon and the need to
malntaln themselves as a viable leadership, as good managers
of an ever more unequal system.

That the buying power of the wage Is falling, that more and
more welfare reciplents are sinking ever deeper into poverty,
that a flfth of the next generatlon are already living In poverty,
that secure full-time jobs are disappearing, to be replaced by
part-time, short-term employment — all this 1s unfortunate but

necessary.

Left must fight on all fronts

A war in the Party

to face his Party membership in a very airect way — al the
Natlonal Conference of over 300 delegates.

For those who see the Party as the vehicle for soclal progress
and greater equity the battle has to be taken up on Issues of both
policy and democracy. We have to put forward what we want,
and make sure the Party Is structured In such a way that the
Parliamentary Party is held directly accountable for Its actlons.
We need more democracy, not less.

But equally we have to fight for progressive polleles. No
longer can the Left delude ltself with the Llusion that conces-
sions and compromise will appease and deflect the onslaugnt.
creasingly trade off on questlons of democracy as well.
willing to compromise on.

There are notlons among the Left that effective radicallsm
means acc ation and t, that progress can
be marked by the degree to which you are willing te com-
promise, that firmness and conslstency are doctrinaire. This
viewpoint confuses weakness with tactlcal flexibility. It lgnores
the fact that the strategy Is to win what you are fighting for, and
tacties are tallored to this.

But as we have polnted out before. This 1s not an error that the
Right makes. They have consistently pushed forward their
policles, irrespective of vlolations of Party policy. When 1t
became embarrassing to have such blatant contradlictions
between platform and practice, the Natlonal Conference over-

turned all that.
But the Right Is consistent In all their policies. They have ac-

editorial

This pragmatism at home Is tled to an Increasingly aggressive
forelgn policy. Now we can't be seen to offend the rulers of
‘America or Indonesla; they are the ones in power, so their needs
must come first. So 1t's too bad for the workers and peasants of
East Timor or Central Amerlea, who are flghting to overcome
the corruption and brutallty of milltary dictatorships which
serve the Interests of International capital.

In this view, winning Government Is not the flrst step In a
proeess of putting into practiee what the Parly stands for in the
eyes of the membership. It's not the means to then go on and lm-
plement Party policy. Instead 1t Is the goal Itself.

And If the Party ranks object to what Is being done, then tney
must be gagged and Intimidated. This of course means that
Party democracy must be eroded.

Accountabllity and responslveness to the ranks for actlons in
Government are barriers to this pragmatic approach. The re-
cent New Zealand electlons provide a good example,

When Labor won there recently and David Lange Im-
plemented the Party's antl-nuclear ships policy, desplie his own
vlews on fhe subject, he posed the guestlon quite clearly. He
stated that the New Zealand party was much more
democratically structured than the Australlan Party.

He had to tmplement the policy, despite pressure from the

United States and the Australlan Government, because he had

cepted that If they must shore up capitallsm at home, they must
also shore it up abroad. That Is the basis for the forelgn pollcy
shifts that have taken place.

1t's the Left who have proved inconslstent in facing this ques-
{lon. While they have been loud In thelr defence of progressive
forelgn pollcy Issues in the past, thelr sllence on progressive
economic lssues has been deafening.

Leave aside the Issue that the Left thought It was necessary to

agree to the Right's economic policy, the Prices and Incomes
£

Accord, In order to get Labor Into Government

What is Important now ls that the whole experience of the Ac-
cord has cut wages, eroded Hving standards, lost Jobs, cut publie
health and publle education and increased the tax burden on
wage-earners. Silence now provides support for the Right's pro-
capitalist economic policles, and increasingly leads to accom-
modatlons and deals on forelgn policy

Until the Left Is willing to fight for sociallst policles on all
fronts — particularly on economic Issues — then they can only
increasingly be drawn Into the enemy camp. Thelr policles will
be Increasingly watered down and compromised, and thelr
practice limited to maneouvres and numbers games.

The logle and tactics of the Right will set the framework —
and not only will policy be compromised, but the Left will In-

Lahor Militant, September 1984
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The much-heralded tax cut package (n
the Hawke Government's second Budget,

on August 21, Is a
‘con-trick. It will hardly cover for the ef-
fects of the average wage-earner

‘pushed Into a higher tax bracket over
course of the past piimice
the
The headline in the August 22 Sydney
y;umnqmmmemuon the head:
m;:k:;ck election Budget,” It

bolsters Accord

through large-scale public works

‘measures, 10 completely restructure the
tax system to slash taxes on working peo-
ple and Introduce capital gains and
wealth taxes, and to remodel the soclal
welfare system 1o raise benefits to the
level of a living Income.
To do this, of course, would mean a fun-
g:rvn:nts] l:lhnng: In directlon for the
rnment — but this {8 going to re.
quire a big fight by progressive forces In-
slde the Party, and the rise of a massive

Martin Tuck
Member Livingstone (NSW) Branch

Fundamentally, the 1984
continues the strategy dL:q‘:gnghm;:
public spending and redistribution of

Party coalition since 1975,

Within this general framework
Bt s Geclgred o eriN it
camoullage to bolster the wage-cutting
—;:d-innmnu Accord — which has
ment's pnllcc:meﬂunxew;e n’:cl‘he Sl
oy e electoral victory

on the right-wing 3
f:n of virtually all mgremvedpnlldﬂum
N.‘:::.]Party platform at the July
Sl ce, this Budget con-
€ rightward drive of the Hawke-
Keating leadership In Its attempt tp es-
mlllllhh this Labor leadership as the maln
mmh;ﬂ of government In the In-
teres big business In Australla for a
conslderable time to come. 4
malrlnnn!meﬁmelhmm
mwﬂ;mumm at least — to win
ety December election by a
1 5 %t;hli the same time, the
k of the Accord — “‘restraint”
Q‘“h ‘wages and living standards rm!s : nﬂfv
L are boosted — Is Intended to
s m%m the next year at least,
£ hat It seems Increasingly
that the Liberals, ck

als, under lame-du
7& Peacock, will be

J n';;l:theunlnn to
e a new dership for bour
movement. . s

So, what Is the reallty of the
{n the Budget” WL
The facts are that the Introductlon
of
cuts worth §7.60-per-week to the average
‘wage-earner, and the new five-band tax
scale to replace the three-step scale, are

golng to be substantlally undercut p,
Siispal drag” — le, the effect of Inflat,
on the level of Income tax.

As the August 23 Financlal Rey
moted, ''More than a million taxp,
will move into a hlgher tax bracket t
June 1985 as a result of the restructureg
tax bands In the Budget. 1

*‘Based on the latest avallable in
tax statistles, for fiscal 1982-83, over 5
0,000 taxpayers will be put Into the 4
cent marginal rate by the end of the ¢
rent tax year if thelr wages or salaries i
crease by the 7 per cent average sup
gested In the Budget papers.

“On the same extrapolation, 350
will go from 46 to 48 per cent and 1
will jump straight from the 46 per ce
band to a marginal rate of 60 per cen

““In faet, based on the average week
earnings (AWE) for males of éo.le &
cluding overtlme, 1t would seem that
[good sectlon of the adult male populatic
15 already In the higher bracket.”

The fallure fo index taxes to inflatio
has once agaln meant that worker
wages will be eaten away over tlme, an
real E\;lages will fall. 2

“Enjoy It while you can," the Sydn¢
i\]lllé“ll;:w’;?aper headline proclaimed o

The real tax sltuation [s underlined b
the lg]kr]r.\g fact that total Income tax
::: pts for 198485 will rlse by 23 per

— three times the rise of 7.6 per cent

for the previous year!

This increase of §5678 milllon In income
{ax, overwhelmingly from wage an
salary earners, makes the $1300 million
total value of the tax cuts look ke
peanuts

Meanwhile, the major winners In the
tax fleld will be — wait for It — blg
business!

BHP, In particular, stands to do Very
nleely from the company tax rellef
measures announced by the Treasurer.
The proposal to allow losses to be
transferred between one company and
another within one group will give great
seope to BHP, and other corporate glants
like CRA, to cover up profits for tax pur-
poses

BHP and other mining companles will
also do well out of the tax allowance for
mineral exploration. And other big com-
panies are very happy with the increased
depreciation allowance for new construc-
tion, and the extension of the investment
allowance.

Overall, corporate taxes will comprise
only 9.4% of total budget recelpts in 1984-
#5. And the share of profits in the natlonal
cake will rise again in the comling year —
an essentlal alm of the Hawke-Keating
strategy for economlc “‘recovery.'’

A survey of more than 200 leading com-
pany executives by the Murdoch medla
group on reactlons to 1he Budget showed
that 73% thought the Labor Budget was
as good as or better for business than the
Liberals would have done.

But what about the unemployed? The
news there Is bad.

Despite Paul Keating's declaration
that the Budget "is about embarking
upon a new growth path,” the jobless are
golng to get none of It

Although Kealing and Hawke boast of
a 10% growth rate through 1983-84, un-
employment Is predicted to fall only
“'glightly’* In 1984-85. In fact, the Budget
papers note that |onger-term unemploy
ment *'ls still growing."

And the prediction of continued 4% per
cent growth in 1984.85 1s dublous in any

case. The August 22 Flnanclal Revlew
pointed out that, “if ever a set of flgures
deserves to be described as rubbery,
those of the Budget relating to growth In
GDP over the current financlal year,
growth in recelpts, and unemployment
do.

“"There Is a very real possibllity that
the Government's optimism could turn
out to be excesslve In which case the
deflelt would be conslderably larger than
the estimated $6.7 billion.

“Indeed, rislng unemployment and
faltering growth could Increase the out
lay figures by causing unemployment
benefits to blow out while substantially
reducing the revenue flgures.”

The forecast of continuing high growih
Is completely dependent on an inter
natlonal recovery which s less and less

Labor Militant, September 1884

solld. In fact, a tall-off in the U.S., Japan
and Europe next year could leave the
Australlan economy floundering by the
end of this flnanclal year.

The utoplan Idea that It is possible to
ilnker with the capltalist economy and
achleve “sustalned economie growth
which will produce substantial down-the-
line benefits for workers and low-income
earners |s the core of the Hawke Govern-
ment's strategy.

Eventually, the kind of internatlonal
economle recesslon which confronted
and defeated the Whitlam Government in
the mid-1970s will hit this Government
also. Then all the Hawke-Keating
economic “rationality” will collapse and
the fundamental challenge of an ie-
rational private profit-based economy or

a soclallsed system based on public
ownership and control will be sharply
posed — as It was in the 1930s Depres-
slon.

As for the job-creation features of this
Budget, they are baslcally a mirage.

In major areas of publlc works, real
spending has actually been cut.

Urban and reglonal development has
been slashed In money terms by 14 T5s
which will badly hit new capital works In
the cltles and towns. It means no new
jobs, maybe even fewer, in these lmpor:
tant areas.

Public housing also faces a continuing
crisls because of the fallure of the
Government to Increase funding to meet
the massive need.

Cuts in funds to the States and local
government in real terms will also mean
more cutbacks coming up in the State
Budgets later this year

What about the much-trumpeted In-
crease in funds for Community Employ-
ment Program job-creation schemes?
This Is another con-trick.

The 4% rise in CEP funding hides the
reality of an increase of only $23.5 mil-
llon, or 6%, for job-creation schemes
overall — a fall In real terms, allowlng
for Inflation

In general, soclal welfare gets a mis-
erable deal in the Budget. A rise of only
$2.50 In the single pension and unemploy-

ment benefit from November 1 will do lit-
{le more than cover for the effects of the
artificial reduction in the CPT with the in-
troduction of Medlcare — in reallty.
amounting to a net rise of about 35 cents!

One pensloner organlsation
spokesperson rightly used the label, the
“‘postage stamp Budget."

As for the International dimenslon, this,

{s summed up by the fact that disaster
and humanitarian ald to Third World
countrles is slashed in half — while there
is an 8.1% per cent Increase in defence
spending, including a massive §758 mil-

llon this financlal year for the new F/A-

18 fighter planes!

The key to the Budget sirategy is the
atternpt to bolster the flagging prices-
and-incomes- Accord.

1In his Budget speech, Keating stressed
that the Accord had been a ‘‘remarkable
success — and the contribution of the
ACTU to that outcome has been vilal.”

Economic growth '‘has ony been possl-
ble because the Accord has given the
Government an agreed basls of wage and
price restraint.’

“Tax cuts will ensure the continuing
moderatlon of wage pressures —
moderation that has been essential to
putting the recovery on a sound footlng."

But Keating Issued the open threat that
tax cuts were being glven only “‘on the
basls of continuation'’ of wage r sstralnt
This indicates that future tax rises may
follow any break-out from the restrietlve
wage indexation guldelines in the coming
year.

The response {o the Budget by ACTU
President Cliff Dolan that the tax culs In
the Budget would succeed In keeping the
lid on wages for the coming year un-
derlines just how much the Government
s relying on the trade unlon bureaucracy
10 continue to co-operate with the
Government In holding back workers'
struggles

That is going to be pasler sald than
done, however

The pressure for wage rises is starting
to build up slgnificantly Not only are
workers restive over the fallure lo
recelve any catch-up for the 9.1% lost un-
der the Fraser "“wage pause” of 1982-83,
but anger Is growing at the effective 12-
month wage freeze In force till next April
because of manipulation of the CPI for
the *"Medibank effect.”

The plan to trade off a natlonal
superannuation scheme for a produc-
tivity wage rise next year is meeting stift
opposition — especlally from those
workers, about 405, who already have
superannuafion!

To summarise the meaning of the
Hawke Government's second Budget It
Is a package which essentlally continues
the austerity drive begun by the Fraser
Government In 1976, Including major cut
backs In real spending on soclal welfare
and publle works programs

It contains a largely illusory tax-cut
scheme which 1s primarlly intended to
prop up the wage cuttlng Accord, and
restraln workers' independent struggles
to defend living standards — while
providing the condltlons for boosling cor-
porate profits.

The strategy of the Budge! is In
tertwined with that of the Accord. And Ifs
success seems to depend on the very
doubiful proposition that the union

bureaucracy can hold back w strug
gles for another year, in the face of rising
anger and expectatlons from unlonlsts
and the oppressed for real improvements
in thelr living conditlons
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Sydney Social Rights
seminar hits Accord

The Sydney Soclal Rights Campalgn
held a pre-Budget seminar on Sunday
August 12 at the Annandale
Nelghbourhood Centre. About 8) people
atiended during the course of the day.

The morning session was addressed by
Graham Roberts, President of the Port
Kembla Branch of the Federated
Ironworkers Assoclation; Anna Pha, an
executive member of the Victorlan
Trades Hall Councll; and Tony Forward
of the Soclal Rights Campalgn Natlonal
Co-ordinating Committee.

Leon Parissi

Member Camperdown (NSW) Branch
and Municipal Employees Union

In the afternoon, workshops were heia
on the topics of women, migrants, un-
lons, and the ALP — all in the context of
the experlence of the ALP-ACTU Accord.

Both Roberts and Pha brought up to
date the message of the original Soclal
Rights Manifesto — published by a group
of progressive unlonists, ALP members
and others, about a year ago. It sald [n

part;
In essence, the Accord/Summit

sirategy calls for workers to take a smal-

ler share of the [economle] ‘cake’. . .
- We should now start al.rvesna::d put
forward a program that does respond to
our pressing needs.'”

Graham Roberts estimated that under
the Accord, afier discounting the
Medicare component of the CPI, workers
;io{;d t:ei‘:l Iuss‘ur;t $4.80 In real terms

pure Wi

: et Ing power on health

1 & time when BHP achleved a r
150% profit Increase with the help m{’
lions of dollars In subsldies from tax.
payers, and yet workers sl face the
sack, Roberls saw the Accord as a
redistributlon of wealth to the wealthy.

His other main objectlon 16 the Accord
was thal It prevents unlons from Hghting
10 achleve their gwn logs of claims, when
':hl@!ﬂt the “‘soclal wage" components of

Accord are longstanding ALP policy.
Anna Pha made the polnt that the
much talked-abou! economie recovery
Was 50 limited that when the natural in.
workforce num|

only choice to be made In the 1984 Budget
is between tax cuts or Increased soclal
services,

Tony Forward saw the tremendous ex-
ampile of the British miners’ struggle as
pointing the way for Australlan workers.
He too argued that the clampdown on (n-
dependent activity by unionists was a
major drawback of the prices-and-
income Accord.

He announced that the Soclal Rights
Campaign will produce a leaflet analys-
ing the 1984 Budget, similar to the well-
recelved leaflet produced In response to
the October 1983 Natlonal Wage Case.

The afterncon’s workshops attempted
fo come to grips with the steps required
to take the Soclal Rights Campalgn Into
the labour movement.

The sesslon on migrants saw the need

to pressure the ACTU to Implement |«
good palicy on migrant workers' compm)
tees.

The workshop on women and the A
cord came to the conclusion that f
interests of women to be pushed forwar.
we need to approach the problem on ;
broad front, That Is, child care, equ:
pay and women organising on the job ar
all indivisibly connected Issues — s
need fo be fought for In a simultaneoy
campalgn.

The ALP workshop unfortunately go
bogged down Into an argument about
whether there Is any point working in the
Labor Party. Labor Milltant supporter
put the case for the ALP being an essen
tlal political arena In the struggle
create a soclalist alternative Ir
Australla.

Hopetully, at future meetlngs of the
Soclal Rights Campalgn more Pariy
members may be present to carry
forward the concrete discussion about
how to defend the rights and living stan
dards of working people, and challenge
xfostraltlacket of the Accord, Inside the

education

107 Norton St, Leichhardt:

‘Chilean and Tufklsh people
united against fascism’

Friday September 14, Jpm. Leichhardt Town Hall,

Latin American band; Greek 5
Setton AL 5a$$fﬁ?' Turkish folk group; Australian

‘lurkish and Chilean communities, Entry $3 and §2,

Protest rally March to U,
Saturday September 15, 10am. Sydney Town Hall Square

trade unions; bush band.

S. Consulate

ﬁnthnrlnn by Chile °. y C

F
and Fed, of

rkish of A

‘Solidarity with

Poster exhlbition
By Sept 28 to Sunday
pt 30, 9am to 10pm each day.
Lower Auditorium, Sydney
Town Hall. Entry free.
Sponsored by Chile s, It
Committee; Sr| l.-nmnlsh:l-l;{:r,lly

Group; African National
Support Group, fovgre

the struggle of

the people of Asia, Af
Latin Amerlca’rlca' fnd

Concert

sunday Septemb,
Lower Audltnﬂu:r:-, g o,
Sydney Town Hal,

Performers: Uzbekls,

Group, with folk mus]n:‘(?g(agjgne
Broups from Chle, Srl Lankg South
Africa, Entry $7.50 and §5,

Public schools

lose out in fundin

“‘Betrayal,” 1s how the NSW Teachers
Federation reacted to the August 14 an-
nouncement by Federal Education
Minister Susan Ryan of the Com-
monwealth funding guldelines for 1983
84

The Federatlon was belng polite
Ryan's about-face on publlc educatlon is
a total repudiation of the longstanding
Party commitment to equallty of
educatlonal opportunity.

Martin Tuck
Member | ivingstone (NSW) Branch

The Federal Government has handed a
blank cheque to the wealthlest private
schools in the country, and endorsed the
consolidation of dual private/public
education system — in which the llon’s
share will go to the private sector.

Ryan's announcement Is a disavowal
of the 1982 Hayden Education Plan, of the
Party's 1983 election promises, and of the
education platform lald down by the July
1984 Party National Conference.

Specifically, the Hawke Government
has broken Its 1983 election promise to
“restore” the Commonwealth share of
government school funding to Its pre-
Fraser level of 10 per cent. This was to be
achleved by injecting $220 million extra
over the three years to 1986.

‘Education Minister Susan Ryan

Instead, a paltry $156.6 million will
ralse the Federal funding to a mere 8%,
and this will be spread over elght years!

Agaln, Instead of 1984 Conference's
promise to “phase out’ all funding for
the “most wealthy private schools,'
comes a commitment to subsldise even
the richest private schools.

Ryan and the Cabinet have opted for a
funding system that will fuel the private
education subsidy cycle.

Cavalier vs. NSW teachers on

The 39 Intenslve migrant language
teachers, who have been at the centre of
a bitter dispute between NSW Educatlon
Minlster Rod Cavaller and the NSW
Teachers Federation since early June,
returned to work on August 1.

Coral Wynter

Member Darlington (NSW) Branch and
Amalgamated Metals, Foundry and
Shipwrights Union

The final resclution of thelr dispute
wlith the minister over class sizes has yet
to be determined — although the
teachers wenl back to classes at least
temporarlly smaller than the formula
demanded by the minister and the
Education Department.

The 39 teachers from the outer-
suburban Liverpool area of Sydney were
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originally stood down for refusing to take
migrant classes larger than those
operating In Inner-city areas and In other
States. The teachers were Inslsting that
classes for students with no English be
limited to 15 and for those illiterate in
their own language 1o 10.

Teachers throughout NSW struck on
July 11 in opposiilon to the stand-downs,
and in support of the Liverpool demands.

A mass meeting of 7000 teachers in the
Sydney Town Hall on that day voted to
mount a polltical campalgn to publicly
reveal Cavalier's attacks on teachers
and on migrant rights

The teachers won the overwhelming
support of migrant and cemmunily
groups for thelr demands.

ALP Branches, especially those In
Cavaller's electorate, were to be con-
tacted about the dispute, Support has
been galned fiui uaier unlons in the

Funding will be put on a per capita
basis, rather than a predetermined
amount belng handed over to the States
As government school enrolments
decline, funds wlll drop faster than costs.
This will encourage even more students
Into the private schools, which will
autormnatically attract more funds.

The Australlan Teachers Federation
has accused the Government of decep-
tlon over the real transfer of funds to
private schooling.

Ryan’s flgures assume constant
private school enrolments at 1983 level.
But given the drift to private schools,
which might well become a stampede,
the Government has underestimated its
1985 private school expenditure by 335
million

By 1992, this will be $300 million more
than current estimates, delivering a $1
billlon golden egg to private schools.

“No wonder the private school lobby
groups are so pleased with the outcome
of the guldelines,” sald ATF Asslstant
Secretary Bill Leslie. “First, they are the
real winners, and second, they have had
the full extent of thelr success concealed
by the Government."”

The extent of that success Is Indlcated
by the fact that by 1992, the 25 or 26% of
students in private schools will recelve
almost twice the funding of the public
school majority.

Clearly, a fight must be launched In-
slde the Party to change this situation.
Unless this is done, the state school
system faces a grim future of declining
facllitles and falllng opportunities for the
great majority of migrant and working

class students who attend government
schools

migrant classes

State

The most scandalous aspect of the
sltuation from the Labor Left polnt of
view Is that Cavaller Is a leading " Young
Turk" of the Steering Committee. And
yet his antl-unlon attitude would do any
rlght-wing Wran Government minlster
proud — and even rival an Infamous
Liberal Educatlon Minister like Erlc Wil-
lis!

Just llke Transport Minister Barrle
Unsworth, and Health Minister Ron
Mulock, Cavaller seems determined fo
take on the unlons. Taming the teachers,
nurses, and rallworkers Is up front on the
priority list of the Wran Government in
its continuing cutback drive.

On the other hand, Cavaller's right-
wing attacks have reportedly caused a
storm Inside the Steering Commiitee —
many of whose members are themselves
teachers!
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‘Challenge’ puts the boot in
NSW nurses’ union

fights for 38 hours

Since 1975 there has been an overall
cut-back of $175 million In health funding
In NSW. This has resulted in the closure
«of beds in nospitals across the State and
in staff shortages im most hospitals.
There has also been a savage cut-back in
funding for psychiatric hospitals and
community health services.

Nurses have copped the waorst of these
“‘ralionalisations."" It has become a stan-

dard joke that when they can't fill the
rosters they simply add the name Nurse
Shortage.

Martin Tuck
Member Livingstone (NSW) Branch

The nurses at 51 Vincents Hosplial In
Sydney recently fook strike action in sup-
port of their clalm for T2 extra nurses.
They gol 15 and a commitment from the
hospital board that it would seek to fill 26
vacancies. Meanwhile the board at
Sydney's showpiece hospital, Westmead,
has allowed the number of untilled
‘vacancies to grow fo over 100, and there
are around 80 at Royal North Shore.
There has been an effective staff freeze
In many hospitals since 1981,
ﬁ?fmpmalda ”mehave forced nurses
I aver| and unreasonable
shifts. Most hospitals refuse to imple.
‘menl a minimum ten-hour break
~between shifts. It is not unusual to work
an afternoon shift followed by an early

ure on nurses has caused a
rate and this, in turn, has
A the pressure on those remain-

tance of the “e:
on meal and accommodatl would
force live-In nurses lau i
ul:hextra a week or $184
rather a lot for an extra day off! An,

1055 of penaltles wo ot
il uld costan av

After a motion demanding Implemen-
tation of the 38-hour week for hospital
employees was narrowly defeated at the
1983 Conference the government moved
to set up an inguiry into the cost of such a
step. But the negotiatlons with the
Nurses Assoclation and the Health and
Research Employees Association drag-
ged out, and so the 1984 Conference
defled a call for further delays from
Wran fo pass a motion demanding im-
mediate action on the matter.

Since early in the year the government
has told the health worker unlons that
they must accept cost “offsets” in ex-
change for a 38-hour week. Durlng
negofiations, leaders of the H&REA
proposed that these might include higher
meal and accommodation costs. Later
the government added to the list, aboli-
tlon of part-time and casual loadlngs;
retentlon af 40 hours as the divisar for
caleulating overtime; and no acerual of
the one day off a month for those on leave
orNi.n :Hlinl.llg schools.

ot long after the A
Conference the leaders of n:.épﬂiltfp;:
recommended acceptance of the offsets

and thus ended their dispute with the
government. However, the leaders of the
Nurses Assoclation haye urged their
members 10 reject the proposals,
Assoclation general secretary, Jenny
Halnes, was elected to office {n 1382 on 3
platform of opposing the health cuts of
the Wran government, She Is now leading
1!'::: uﬂanagzjgn for continulng the struggle
i our week with no strings at-
The group which supports
Reform, produced a bmp:fiuheh:t:;u,l‘lﬁmm
thelr case, and this was distributed lg
nurses shortly before branches of the as.
soclation were due (o vote on the llla.tlel:

in late August,

The broadsheet pointed out that accep-
Xiraordinary” proposals

Pay an average of
a month —

‘erage of
Al a stop-work rally In Sydney Town

Hall on June 29, Halnes advised #
" ), the

nurses to reslst pressure

R it 2t b roont ¢

I i Lo &
basis of a deal that would cost them m
than they would galn. She successfu
argued for continuing the campalgn :
for pressing ahead for other improve
ments in award condltions.
Haines and her supporters have playe
an Important role in convincing nurs:
they need not accept the same rotten dr
as that accepted by the H&REA. But, u
fortunately, this has not prevented tf
newspaper of the “left” faction of th
NSW ALP — Challenge — from attackir
them In the middle of the campaign.
As If competlng with Rupert Mu
doch's publications for a medla prize o
shameless hypocrisy, the July issue
the paper printed a vielous attack on (h
{:lalnzs group under the headln;
Nurses' struggle for better condition
threatened by outside political In
terference."
. Challenge has had a rather chequered
history In regard to the health cuts In
NSW. In 1982, at the time Halnes and
dnother Nurses Reform candidate
Bronwyn Rldgway, were elected to key
Posltlons In the unlon, Challenge was
busy defending the Wran government's
public health cuts under the guise of the
phoney “beds to the West" scheme.
which was supposedly almed at shifting
Z]e‘s;m::;f froxtn anh"nver-servil‘ed” Inner
on to y
w;ﬂ!l‘l;l e iohe, e heavily populated
OW In 1984, Challenge Is prepared (o
I‘t‘y: “While this process wag df;imbh'.
Et:l'ved a5 a cover for extensive overall
;gszln serviees and expenditure.” But in
ﬂckllnme Paper was enthuslastically
u g Brereton's scheme, even though
urses Reform and other organisations

“of health workers were already polnting

aut that It was a fraud.

The present Challenge article, by Les
Carr, attacked Haines on two counts —
for allowing the Nurses Reform Group to
Tun down, and over her assoelation with
Well-known political activist Hob Gould
whom It describes as the “Santamarla of

Continued next page,

Early election vs.
rank-and-file preselection?

There is strong susplelon in NSW that
the Right wants to avold rank-and-file
preselections for the coming Federal
elections. At the NSW Administrative
Committee meeting of 3 August, a Left
proposal to commence the process of
Federal preselections was defeated by
the Right.

Janet Burstall
Member Rozelle East (NSW) Branch
and Municipal Employees Union

The excuse for the delay in organising
preselections is the proposed redistribu-
tion of NSW's electoral boundaries,
which may not be finished until October
10. Richard Farmer, writing in The Bul-

letin has gone so far as to suggest that
Hawke will call the Federal election for
December, specifically to provide a
pretext to the NSW Branch for not
holding rank-and-file preselections at all.

Presumably the Right would innocent-
ly discover, that having been unable to
open preselections due to boundary
changes, the election would be called too
soon lo organise preselections in Oc-
tober

The Right is weakest in the branches,
and it is quile possible that the Left would
win 6 additional preselections to the
Right's 2, in winnable seats, as a result of
the redistribution.

In a further development, Rex Connor
Jr. is almost certain to challenge the

preselection of Stewart West, the only
Left member of the inner Cabinet. West
declined to comment on the Left's call for
pre-selections. This raises speculation
that he will support moves to protect sit-
ting members’ preselections, in order 1o
save his own seat, at the expense of both
rank-and-file preselection and possible
overall gains for the Left in numbers.

It is on the order of the day that all
Party units which support rank-and-file
preselection demand that Head Office
start normal preselection procedures im-
mediately, and protest to Bob Hawke and
Federal members against the calling of
an early election for such cynical and
bureaucratic reasons

Nurses . . .

Continued from previous page.

the left.”” It highlights a split between
Halnes and Ridgway, and openly takes
Ridgway's side in the argument over
what to do with Nurses Reform and Its
funds.

Carr gives the Impression that Gould's
“interference’” has brought Nurses
Reform to the point of collapse and that
the progressive leadership of the unlon
has lost impetus. He fails to give Halnes
any credit for winning Improvements in
the award, for pushing for a reform of the
Assoclation's constitution to make 1t
more democratie, and for providing
strong leadership In the 38-hour week
campalgn.

The Halnes group published the
broadsheet on the shorter hours cam-
palgn, which also reprinted the full
program of Nurses Reform, and
managed 1o distribute It to all major
hospitals in the Sydney and Newcastle
regions.

Ridgway, on the other hand, has
played little role in the 38-hour week
campalgn. She remained silent at the As:
soclation's State Conference In July
when Haines came under attack from the
conservalive “old guard” who refaln a
big influence In conference and council
meelings because they are favoured by
the existing undemocratie constitution

During their 1982 electlon campalgn,
Haines and Ridggway attacked the exorbl-
tant salarles pald to the unlon officlals.
After thelr electlon they asked the coun-
cll to reduce thelr salaries and, when this
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request was ignored, they agreed to pay
a regular amount into a trust fund for
Nurses Reform.

Ridgway has now demanded, and
recelved, her money back on the grounds
that some of the money has been used to
support a reform group in the H&EREA,
rather than being used directly for
Nurses Reform.

At an Augus! meeting, adveriised in
the Haines' group's broadsheet, she
demanded discussion on the internal
structures of Nurses Reform rather than
the 38-hour week campaign

The split in Nurses Reform is unfor-
tunate and could not have come at a
worse time. It will strengthen the deter
mination of the Government to resist the
nurses' demands, and has already
altered the balance of forces within the
unlon.

Bui the only way to resolve this
problem Is to push ahead with the in-
dustrial campaign and use this to rebulld
the reform group. A defeat for the
shorter hours campaign would Inevitably
set back the prospects for consolldating a
progressive leadership of the unfon.

It is also obviously in order for Nurses
Reform to supporl the reform group in
the H&REA. The acceptance of the 38
hour week offsels by the leadership of
that union not only undermined the posi-
tion of 1ts own members, but also the
campaign of the nurses.

Yel Carr's arlicle suggested 11 was up
1o the leaders of the Nurses Assoclation
to avold doing anything that might strain
relations with the HEREA. [t claimed the

__H&REA had been willing 1o cariy out a

joini shorler hours campalgn with the

Assoclation, but the leaders of the As-
sociation failed to respond.

Carr asserted that Gould's support for
both Nurses Reform and the H&REA
reform group makes [t virtually Impossi
ble for the leaders of the Nurses Assocla-
tion to co-operate with the leaders of the
H&REA where necessary.

Obvleusly Haines, as general
secretary of the Assoclation, must deal
with the elected officials of the HEREA,
but it is dishonesi fo argue that this
means Nurses Reform must cut all links
with the H&REA reform group and
denounce Gould

Carr’s ALP faction, the Steering Com
mittee, is renowned for having its finger
in the ple of a number of unions which are
controlled undemocratically Yet he has
the hide to write: “Interference in the in-
ternal affairs of unlons has always been
opposed by leftwingers, whether [t comes
from Santamaria or Gould or
elsewhere.”

Because he supporis a factlon which is
in competition with Gould In some areas,
he concludes his article by saving: Ll
wlll only be when nurses become aware
of and reject (iould's behind the scenes
manipulation and influence will nurses
have a chance of developing a real rank
and-file organisation.”

Challenge has grabbed the oppor
tunity, provided by the split In Nurses
Reform. to sink a boot [nto Gould, But, fn
so doing, it has sought (o underming the
progressive leadership of the Nurses As
soclation at a time when it is fighting for
A reform thal can provide a veal and
significant improvement in the worklng
conditions of all nurses
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Tasmanian State Council
— a disappointing experience

The Tasmanian State Councll ended
with a whimper, rather than a bang. You
had the feeling that Council was purely a
rubber stamp, and that decisions in the
Party are not made by the ranks, but a
small group of parllamentarfans in
behind-the-scenes backroom deals.

Lou-anne Barker
Member Murchison (Tas) Branch

The Council was held primarily to
preselect candidates for the Senate ticket
and for the House of Representatives.

The right-wing factions, Labor Unity
and the Centre Lefi, would have been
pleased with the Senate preselections.

Top position went 1o Terry Aulich, a
one-time left-winger while at unlversity,
who has since moved rapidly to the right.
Second position was taken hy Ray Devlin
{rom the Demacratlc Socialists, a Water-
side Workers Federation member and
secretary of the Burnie Trades and
Labour Council. Third pesition was taken
by John Coates, who was being backed
by the Federal Executive, Fourth was
Hubart lawyer, John White

Council went ahead without the
Amalgamated Metals, Foundry and
Shipwrights Union delegation. The
AMFSU executive had been challenged
by right-wing union secretary Geoif
Adams for not having their delegates
clected by the ranx and file,

In fact, the right wing have no interest
in union democracy, as can be seen from
1he actions of those unigns over which
they have control, like the Federated
Ironworkers and the Shop Assistants
'HuitT They used this Issue to attack the
el

The AMFSU did leave themselves open
10 attack trom the Right by not relying on
the ranks, but eutside court interference
has always heen used by the Right 10
:nhr-n:a.]v;‘mr inion movement. The {ssue

uld have heen settied by
ol the union concerned, B e

As usual at State Cauncils, hoth Rj,
and Left factions were more <-unnr§rlr$§l:
with the numbers Bdme than with
political issurs. Howpyer there were in-
dications that a number of peaple in the
IS, are dissatistied with the lack of
‘2‘;;“.‘: @l perspeetives ang policies
In the afternoon of the Couneil
Lumax moved motion calling aﬂ tlrzﬂ';
delegates 1o Natlonal Conference 1o
make themselves accouniablp to State

]

Couneil — and explain why they voted for
uranium when the previous State Councll
voted unanimously against uranlum min-
Ing and for the phasing out of all existing
mines.  There was eonsiderable anger
and frustration by many rank-and-file
members al the National Conference
declsions on uranium mining, the bases
and nuclear ships. There was some falk
of many leaving the Party to join the
Nuclear Disarmament Party, but it now
looks as though most will slay in the
Party and fight

Joan Coxsedge, who was n Hobar
Hiroshima Day, was aware of the 1;1:(11::
lusionment of many Party activists after
the National Conference, and made a
plea for antl-nuclear activists 1o stay in
the Partly and fight. Perhaps this had an
alfect.

The “Left” certainly needs (o look at
its strategy and develop clear policies to
fight the Right, and not continually get
caughl up in the numbers Bames and
compromises with the Right — which
h.';'\jw weakened jt considerably.

X The explanations of Mational
Conference delegates on why they voted
for uranium did net Inspire confidence
The explanation by Michael Field from
l!]f' Centre Left, Alan Evans from the
}lls“rjll Jj-pﬂl and Les Brown from the

S did nal appear to ¢ .
iy PPEAr to convinee many of

Delegate Sehweizer did not even
lm_lhw to explain, Daley made |t clear
prior 10 Conference that he wag pro
uranlum, and Ken Wriedt w S con-
veniently out of the room when the ex.
planations were called for.

Michael Fields' and Alan Evans® main
Arguments wele based on (he pragmatic
pmi:u‘\- 50 fashionable with the present
:\J,I Jeadership, Thelr main argument
hoiled down 16 the faet that since the
Civernmoent had interpreted uranium

Joan Coxsedge speak
INE at July Nationa
Conference.

policy so as to allow Roxby Downs G
ahead, then the Government would losr
credibility, possibly even go down,
Conference didn't endorse it,

It this argument is extended to it
logleal eonclusion, [i gives the Hawk:
Goverment a free hand to carry out pro
War policies and Conference would hav
lofratity them — so the Government
wouldn't lose eredibility!

Both emphasised uranium was only
symbolle issue and not terribly impor
{ant. Fleld even had the cheek 10 say (hat
he wWent 1o National Confercnce e
Pecting the vole against uranium to
down. He would have Voted against it
but when he realised he was one of 5
whose votes would be cruelal, he decided
to-vate for uranium minmg!

Les Brown, the leader of the D.S  dis-
appolnted ma ¥ Wilh his display of
bragmatism when he sald that his loyalty
10°1he Miscellineous Workers Union —
v.mum he had served for 25 years — over
::‘1:‘ his feelings on uranium, He implied

il his job a5 a full-ime official of (1
i jeopardy if he voted against
L he failed 1o point out that
A {\:ﬁpnnc«; 1o an MWU of-

4 who voted against
uran
[.”nr‘.‘r'(‘_".’:olmlning al the National

Les Brown revegleg his
e e
! S ' Bases and uranium were
a dive, ary me h
o i !Irslun-l-_v MAtler to the question of

he canferonpe o B

:1[ i L]Llol‘umn.‘ [:I‘!hnjtsl.m:-fdrly o
rustration af the

delegatey w ‘ﬁi‘L::“::;::J:gllTﬁ"}l

numbers game of votlng. g
A coneerted fight |s needed to ereage

genuine left-wing current fn the 'I'n: e

nian Branch; one that not only luln‘sm&

the Issue of peace, bul alse lln-(-rrnmml;,-p

ack
ther refloeieq
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Tas West Coast Branch
debates Accord

With the Federal Government
spending $750,000 on advertisements
promoting the Accord, the Murchison
Branch of the ALP on the West Coast of
‘Tasmania felt it was time a genuine dis-
cussion was held in the Party to assess
the benefits of the Accord

Lou-anne Barker
Member Murchison (Tas) Branch

While debating the following motion,
the question of Medicare was discussed.
It was pointed out to a supporter of the
Accord that Medicare was not a free
health care system, and that a majority
of miners in Rosebery were in fact pay
Ing twice as much money for health care
now as they were paying previously —
and that the Government then had the
hide to take 2.1% off the Inflation rate
which will affect future wage rises.

After some more discussion, the fol-
inwing motlon was carried by the
Branch, which s to be circulated to other
Tasmanian Branches and to be debated
at the next State Council in October

**The Accord has been in operation for
over a vear now and it is time ALP
members had a critical look at it. This
branch is of the opinion that the beneflts
to workers promised under the Accord
such as, a substantial reduction in un-
employment, reduction of indirect taxa-
tion coupled with a tightening up of taxes
on corporations, a substantial improve-
ment in the healthcare system, automatie
full wage indexation, control of prices
and repeal of all anti-union laws, have
not taken place. Instead workers have
been forced to accept wage restraint, in
effect a cul in real wages

“‘The 9.1'« lost under the Fraser wage
freeze has mot been granted and it es
fimated that over a three year period
workers have in fact lost about 20%.

“Unemployment has only dropped to
9.4% from 10%, hardly a significant
figure. Moreover most of the jobs
ated have been short term jobs. Jobs
continue to be lost in the manufacturing
and mining industries.

“We do not believe an increase in
employer profits leads to the creation of

new jobs as can be seen by the 380 million
handout to BHP, who made a record
profit and is now talking of closing down
its Newcastle plant with the possible loss
of 10,000 jobs.

“‘Nothing has been granted to workers
on a plate. It has been only through a
struggle by the unlon movernent that
wages and conditions have improved and
therefore there should be an abolition of
all agreements which restrict industrial
actlon,

“The Government should immediately
implement:

"'® the introduction of a caplital gains
fa

reduce indirect taxes;

‘® full monthly automatic wage index-
atlon with no strings attached;

“@ end profit subsidising handouts;
and instead consider nationalising those
industries threatening massive lavoffs,
‘‘® repeal all anti-union laws.

In eifect the Accord has been of no
benefit to workers and should be thrown
out.”

Way forward debated at WA
Broad Left meeting

Over 300 members attended the in-
augural meeting of the Broad Left in
Perth on August convened by Left
delegates to the National Conference,
members of the State Administrative
Committee and several key Left unions
Jim McGinty , the State Secretary of the
Hospital, Serv and Miscel
Workers Unlon, is a spokesperson for the
Taction.

b

Matthew Power

Member Marylands (WA) Branch and
Administrative and Clerical Officers
Association

Many of those attending the meeting
Were angry at developments both at the
Natlonal Conference and afterwards
Centre-Left delegates 1o the conference
had courted the Left, and their clear
right-wing viewpoint at the conference
disgusted many members. The Broad
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Left was seenm as a necessary step to
counter thelr moves.

Bul the Broad Left leaders were nol so
clear on this perspeetive. In the past, key
Left representatives had operated by
wheeling and dealing through a con-
sensus approach on the Administrative
Commitiee

Tt must be said that this consensus ap-
proach worked largely in favour of the
conservative forces within the branch as
progressive motlons were compromised
to achieve agreement

Al the Broad Left meeting, attendance
by prominent members of the Centre
left and thelr encouragement by the
organisers of the meeting, indicate that
they still hope to work as in the past.

Speeches by Wendy Fatin and Senator
Pat Giles in opening the meeting made
no mention of taking up a fight on the
growing number of issues on which the
Hawke Governmen! has betrayed both

Party members and supporters.

In fact, differences over this approach
came 10 a head in the form of an amend-
ment fo the major recommendation put
to the meeting. The amendment, moved
by Senator Ruth Coleman, sought o
delete reference 1o ““talking to other fac
tions™ as one of the tasks to be carried
out by the new faction

Meeting organisers opposed the
amendmen!, claiming that it was un
workable. Though little debate 1ook place
over the amendment, it indicated impor-
tant differences. *

Many members obviously wanted a
clear break with the Centre-Left. After
all, it makes it quite Impossible to
organise to fight the Centre-Left If they
are presen! at the meetings where you
dlscuss vour plans.

he amendment was ruled lost by the
chair, All the same, It was pretiy close on
the voices

What happens now with the Broad
l.eft? The organisers may find that many
of the members joining the Broad Left
are not as forgiving to the Centre-Left
and the Right as thay appear to be
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threat to El Salvador

The eagle has landed

I8 reprinted from the British Labour Pa
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(] for an invasion of Central America are
Almost cagan Is to the ential eloc-
than for an charts the US
military bulkd-up and recounts her ‘on a recent visit
o the guerrilla wones of El & d

“The Pentagon Is now In a position to assume a combat rale in Caribbean basin

Cemtral America should mng:anmm: Te-
cent New York Times article began. statement is signifi-
cant because until now the Pentagon has been most unwilling to
wee LS troops on Central Ameriean soll. Deeply affected by the
“Vietnam syndrome," the Pent Temained sceptical
about the miltary aspects of divect Intervention and the fearful
fack of public support for it, But now that mest of the Infrastrue-
fure for intervention has been constructed in Honduras
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US strategy of relying on Central American forces o
their policy. As a result the US has steadily increased
military presence in the region.

A year ago, the Pentagon declared that a fotal of 13
mililary advisers were in El Salvador and Honduras. The, -
admit to a figure of 1,800 en continuous duty. Thousan

the Honduran and US armed forces began in February 1=
lagon estimates there were 33,000 US troops in
in May taking part in the Grander

cording 1o Pent

Mmanoeuvres and Ocean Venture 84, a joint Navy, Marine corp
Army exercise in the Caribbean
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country, and this fear has helped Reagan a great deal In per
suading Congress to grant his military ald requests [rrespective
of the counlry’s appalling human rights record
t electlon of Duarte to the Preslden
ral process in which the CIA was de W
on Duarte's behalf, will be a major boost 1o Reagan's efforts
Altho ere more killings at the hands of right wing
en Duarte headed the governmen! from March
ly 1982 than at any other time In Salvadorean history
age as a “democrat’ will be amply explolied by Reagan
months the Reagan administration Is likely to
ging him to
hack hi T
opposlilon. Bul the basic obj
dor, the defeat of the FMLN guerrilla
in the same
the Pentagon belleves that, at least In El
is winnable, It Is the political cost within the
1l be the most potent force In preventing a
hatcher government re
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solidarity

Grant Faris Glu

‘The recent elections in Israel highlight
{he serious problems affecting that
country. What is cerlain is that none of
these problems can be solved, whoever is
elecied, for they all are part of the Zisnist
colonialist system, which was res -
ble for the invasion of Lebanon, the siege
of Belrut and complicity in the barbarous
massacre of Palestinian refugees at

Sabra and Shatila.

Irene Robson
Member Cnbugﬂ(\h‘c Branch and
m@ﬂﬂliﬁ- licy Committee, Vic

‘Weslern nations have played their part
im the creation of this state alsa, but not
only in their suppor? in 1948, and in the
events Ieading up to that time. They also
contributed by their blatant amti-
semitism when Jewish people, straight
from the horrors of the nazi concenira-
tion camps, were denied admittance
because those Western countries which
supported Zionism refused them entry
and decreed they should go instead to

Palestine,

This Is the history which is linked to
what is happening in Israel today. This is
why Arah and Jewish people have suf-
fered, and will continue to sulfer, until a
secular, independent, democratic state
is _mtahllshzd once more, where all
citizens, Moslem, Jewish, and Christian,
have equal rights and duties.

Faor until then repression will continue
— repression such as thatl detailed by
A:m_l'sl_v International when Al Ansar
delginees were secretly transferred from
Lebanon (where they had been held fol-
lowing the Israeli invasion of southern
Lehanon in June, 1982) 1o Isracl. There
they were cul off from the outside world,
with no communication, not even by let-
ter, from their [ es, and treatment
such as deseribed below ook place:

“'We were {orced 1o stand for hours
with sur hands raised. Our hands were

\ied for three days and we used to sleep in

this candition.

“The soldiers insult us without any
reason. They heat us as a matter of
course, We are degraded by having to
<tand with our heads bent as long we are
talking tn a soldier.”

Mareover, Zionist terror gangs, vir-
tually 41l of whom come from Zionist set-
Jlements on the occupied West Bank amd
Giolan Heights, continue to attack
Palestinians loday, as they did all those
vears agn, and to deny them fundamen-
tal rights. =

But these right-wing extremists also
attack Jewish progressives, who try to
curb the excesses of (he expansionists.
For history is forever repeating itself In
Israel, and will continue to do so until
change can be brought about.

We in the Labor Party can promote
change hy putting forward policies which
hegin by recognising that the question of
Palestine is al the heart of the Middle
Eas! prablem. Consequently no solution
in the Middle East can be envisaged,
which does not fully 1ake into account the
legitimate aspirations of the Palestinian
people.

“No Middl

El Salvador continued trom page 15.
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the ai
_tlmﬁ:nl these invaslons which has led to an mmﬁf:h‘m
Mﬂtﬁlu. l’.‘vem_ ay | was in Guazapa, the US.supplied A-37
o er planes would bomhb the area, sometimes three

times a day. The pllot looks for any sign of life, and th

eivilian papulation hears the brunt of the bombardment,
endurance of the

~In these conditions, the

Tothe sxpained

s remarkahle. It Is both.
1o _ﬁngs&'.a‘u’ﬁnymehu that :np;nw il
1 £y have now clec
 farms of local wemm!.kmnhvlheulm

the peasants to set up

bb a visa!

Bul there are other changes to
we can promote. These include a chang
in thinking which takes into accour
Jewish progressives in Israel a
recognises their struggle against Zi
policies; an awareness of the strugple
and the courage, of Jewlsh pro
here In our own country; an un
standlng of the steadfastness ar
eourage of the Palestinian people
refusal of anti-semitism, as prome
Zionism, to be accepted in any par
policies.

Finally, we should through our
Branches, urge our Minister for [
migralion lo grant a visa to Faris Glu
journalist, author and broadcaster
enable him 1o engage in a speaking
which, by it nature, will play a sign
cant part in our awareness of what is
happening In that part of the world.

To deny this visa is a denial of fun
damental democratic rights, and can
only harm our country ultimately by ifs
refusal.

1f we in the Lahor Party do not do this
we jeopardise any hopes for peace (n the
Middle East, and ultimately, for peace in
the world.
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population In the
mmitment
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Salvadoran war, is g
vantage that the Salvado;

electoral process taki
ng place outside th ;
there could not have been more T e zones while 1 was

All
| the signs are thal the United States which now runs the
0ing to step up the war In the alr, the one ad

ran army has over the guerrillas. This

crea
peasaniry in |nemm:§m:h“ human suffering amongst the

popular democracy I obsel
Salvadoran struggle, to th
mﬂunlsll“r:?i:::m':: I saw in the zones, will not shili the Reagan ad-
l- & US governmenl Is nol concerned aboul the
Vet in El Salvador but about the country as a symbol
e Ammerlca. Itis for this reason that Central America
Eliewom: g of Wayne Smith, formerly Licad of the U inferests
i , “‘exercises the same Influence !
pollcy as the full moon does on wercwolves.' A e

will affect the unique experiment ln
rved. But appeals to the reality of the
e popular Involvement in the guerrilla

ollowing is an interv
, member of Torrens South Sub-
‘well- known labour movement
one of the founding members
an organiser with SA Lahor Against

“The interview was taken for

ilitant by Meaghan Delahunt,
yer Hindmarsh Sub-Branch,

son: Could you say something
formation of Lahor Against
Why was il set up? What are
ctives?
Wwer: Labor Against Uranium was
early this year. Initially I tried
an anti-uranium group in the Left
lof the Left in the ALP; however it
fJegated to a sub-committee in the
aucus. [t was obvious thal uranium
issue was considered too controver -
nd attempts were made to push it
Sp we decided to sef up our oWn

founding objective was 10 support
iginal anti-uranium policy of the
prior to the Hogg amendment. Now
basically 1o get the ALP to have a
g anti-uranium policy along the
of the Soclalist Left position in Vi

a.
Q: How do you see the work of
Against Uranium as part of the
movement here in SA?
Ohbyigusly we don't want to sub
ute purselves for CANE |Campalgn
inst Nuclear Energyl. We want 1o
ate within the ambit of the Labor
arty — yel we want our actions 1o be as
lic as possible.
e sce as a siep (o developing the
ovement pubiishing a newsletter for
fons and Sub-Branches covering the
test Information on the uranium in
u

try.
Q: How effective do you think Labor
nst Uranium can be, existing as it
outside the official structures of the

A: The Left in SA has basically dane
upport Labor Against Uranium
2 support has come from oul-
side the Labor Party — in the form of
S donations or alfendance af our functions
§ Obviously it's important o build suppor!
both inside and outside (he Lef! of 1he
Party.

The Left can exercise a great deal of
power in SA They had the numbers, they
had the balan at State Conference
The fact that the Australian Workers

Union didn’t join in with the whole of the
Left meant that our motion was lost
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por Against Uranium
soup formed in SA
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certain amount of ground
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U.S. bases in Australia and
New Zealand

Lahor Militant recently interviewed the New Zealander Owen

i e roraran 0 d In reference to the three major base: i
I!]iu.‘ L e » ot .S;bﬂam :::"u: ::; :::# T wish to make three pnmtsa.“li‘irs!. Hs;al;d‘::s;;asusaé 1:? Hk“ :
”’Hmn o the N.Z. mvnmemenmlwd 1 mu% can prave that N.W. Cape has first strike capacity thi ;n! o
ot talks peace i o ussing yonl see it is closed down. I have good evidence that lts i'nalir; e
(e ey 1
oo soning is that the Trident
b vkt e S Ny 8 A Mlesinthe'Bls | force capabllity — fhat is the abIllr;Tg:iui;:iE:o':‘a;E i
el mg st LLs 0680 et 1t's not purely that of course. In addition the Trid e
transmitter when it comes along will definitely have izmm; CE

hawk berthing in

ariginally planned for N.Z.
In 197 he joined the statf of the : "
el Phate Riscanoh a: capability.
stitute, where he studied the radlo navigation systems and the Much has been made of the fact that now there's a back-uj th— A N&lésﬁm%nzwe.arg
e -Uj .5. Rapi eploy-

system for ground bases like N.W. C

e .W. Cape, namely the T:
m:aeﬁ &;.(Tanws?uﬁennnﬁss o:rfﬂa%raﬂ which have a v(‘zll';'al?w.
s . They trail a 10 km antennac
it which Is relatlvely Indestructible compared 1:‘

pe.

U.S. and NATO
military lnEralhllcﬂlre in Norway. For
ck torce.

on secret
lluﬂ::nhn;vﬂyﬁnld hy the Government and moved l!ilnsim
whiee compiled a catalogue of forelgn milltary hué
m“mmgrvl-nﬁm the end of this period, he was prosecuted
Ll g lish military installations from public roads.
D n;r‘plwen hy the N.Z. peace movement. X
I.: Auatl;:l;:?ﬂ"fm controversy in the Pam: over U.S,
mmm iy vlews on the situation here and in N.Z.

. 8o this Is not part of the Paclfic command post
‘through these bases Australia Is Integrated much mare
ly into the U.S. war fighting stategies than does mere
bership in ANZUS or our hosting of nuclear warships Day
y We are feeding Intelligence data to the U.S. we have 1t
o control over."
tes went on to deseribe the N.Z. peace movement. A large
of the growth in recent times had been in the numbers of
involved. For the first time in its history N.Z. had been
“to support a national co-ordinating body and permanent
Hiroshima Day is the biggest peace march In N.Z
e tend to demonstrate agalnst concrefe targets, nuclear
ips In port. It's an ad hoc organisation. Most people are
“members of anything but Just turn up at particular marches
slgn petitions.”
e said there had been a lot of pressure butlding up on the N.Z
bour Party over a number of years. First a campaign against
B French nuclear tests where a peace fleel was sent o

m?ﬁew%rrufn‘e for launching a second strike nuclear attack
T as xl.ll:'ﬂe:'cllgsh.ien started and N.W. Cape has been
m;f!w‘ﬂr!gnlhm‘mmﬂlﬂnu. en take off and start tranmsitting
.W. Cape Is broadcastl 11t

. 4 ng all the time, 24 hours a d i
_Cwen Wilkes said the maln purpose of his visit was Hik tr St L0 0e e Tect e T
bases in'&umﬁ; ‘},,"“ of people knew about the mreenm'mm, would know that a first :fr?ki'i’ﬁ"ﬂ}’ madd RS iinehen, 1

s S s anehit ready been launched. Tt'
but there were a ::mmlzg e T chatting ey conti b
quite a si er of smaller bases In this country B lenatling midy m""nums icluding basebal acoes

. ousl.
et A T e | R R e s
Ui 2 I
h ally I-AmEﬂl:ﬂ'E"strgteglc [;‘;'ll-iactyls!hge!f::ll :{:rmalian known
= T n peace move-

no publicity at all,
ment ca
Il can make an impeccable case that the maln role of N.W.

6
“In particular, there is a
operaling as late as 1979, b Sl faclity th Perth which w
‘nol, According to ,h,.u’_'g' D'L";' ﬂ%ﬂ" know If 1t s still there or Cape is to launch a first sirike. E:
_me“nmn;‘ ce Department 1t Is contributing planes have been updated . T: . Especlally since the Tacamo
) nuclear missiles and Intercontinental move out,' " added Wilkes, L forake charge and

e missiles. The facility is
: al Learmonth near the al “The
rileld second point 1 :
the peace nwvepmenl s"‘rmlll-lI Qe 5 L5l SomE pecple even In REner 0%
dy the three big bases are becoming ob ‘& didn’t stop that but we did force {hem underground. This
d fo the idea of a nuclear-free Paclfic

e Is the network of §
: py bases operated b solete, Theref
e &Dﬂtr:;:n:?tse (ASDD), which we)’n?; ,md;l i her;o:: Ad::,t;l'ﬂal;g:u.ld just sit back and walt for
e e i L o e he fact that $125 milllon swas spent ume
tion System and used for targeling U.S, | fo oy L Very unlikely. i et upgraning Nurrunsar
particular, e ,mm 15 function cannot be taken o possibe substitute for Pine
1”"“ ecause there Is a e valume of informati ver completely by satellites
are M!nca‘ﬁ;x;z" It's perated by sl‘1$1lil:»" ation s so great it can't all be relayed by
rinciple of che; stressed 1
RRIEtE Uit conligt of fhe foms llkes stressed that N.W.
el 15 irer the coniral of he ASDD Important raiher than les. QN o=y becoming mare
e first recorded ":::.1!- One is very low mu;:: “fmI’lEll’ly separate In
something about 11, ke arincs Rarrying missils, The second
ustralla In this nelwork are at Siirfave NAVY i b, “:lﬂ“!““Edtﬂrcommunlcallng wihi the

ay near Darwin, and at Cab i ana’
uin, andat .,.1,::', G0s and ‘705 there was a trend for high frequency co
g sbuahsnerh, I Iransferred to satellltes. But now ;.y o n;
at W, saf NG & o 5 place for the military as maga;r‘:lls-
e g developed tth.S,m\lllar;Is 0-
o
al N.W. Cape
mmand cnn(.rnl of the U.S.I’Rill;l:lhlujggﬁs:
‘Du-nn. It's linked through to asalﬂl]l{e
10 & ground station al Landstuhl in West

“Nuclear warships started coming to N.Z. and there were
endous protests. People were ‘concerned about nuclear
‘weapons, concerned about nuclear reactors on board and many
were Just stralght out angry about thelr wishes belng |gnored
“‘There were a up 10 a couple of hundred boals attempting to
ock nuclear warships and tens of thousands of people In the
reets. We dldn't stop the nuclear wars ips elther.
“When | came back from overseas In 1982 what really Impres
“sed me was the range of ages of people Inv olved In the peace
* movement. Students hadn't really got {nvolved In the way they
* were In the '60s and "T0s.
“An [nteresting phenomenon was tha
fas! to become radicallsed in fhe ‘605,
k ‘much longer. But the N.Z, peace movel
large proportion of fairly ordinary people from the suburbs who
feel very strongly about the Issue, parhuulArLy women. All the
contact names for local groups are nearly all women.
“'Starting about 1981 there was a vigorous campalgn [0 have
N.Z. declared nuclear free, So by the time the snap election was
called, 63 per cent of NZers were 1lving In areas which had been
declared 1o be nuclear free.
“There wasn't direct pressure on the Labour Party buf the LF

1 the churches were the
put they stuck with 1t
ment has always had a
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public opinion was golng by all these ac-
{ions. Furthermere, 65 per cent of the electorate voted for par
nted to make N.Z. nuclear free. That is another in-
e backing Lange has."”
E asked to comment on Bob Hawke's remark at the
ALP National Conference that opposition to the bases was antl-
American. ““That might be the way it ends up but it’s not the in-
tention. In the long term it's agalnst American interests to be in-
tervening in the kind of activities its indulging in. That was the
conclusion in 1975 when finally they got out of Vietnam.
~ANZUS does very little to improve our security. The main
function of ANZUS is as a device for involving our military
forces In serving U.S. military interests in other parts of the
globe during peace time.

“This is the really imporiant part of the ANZUS relationship
— the joint military exercises. Exercises themselves are a good
indicaion of what the military is planning. With few exceplions
{hese are nol exercises (o ‘defend’ Australia and N.Z. but exer
cises for intervening the affairs of other couniries. Most
dramatic Is the Pig Spirit exercises, held annually, which are
aboul mobilising for a new war in Korea.

Added Wilkes, '‘This is what opposition to ANZUS Is all about
To some it might be simply anti-Americanism The peace move-
ment is 0pposing ANZUS not because it's Amerlean but because
of the things its getting us into."

Wilkes also explained & little of why Lange decided to oppose
ANZUS: “It's pretty hard to Invent any kind of tangible threat 10
N.Z. securily. We have no Indonesian nelghbours or any thing
like that, that can be inflated to an believable threat They keep
trving to tell us that the Soviet navy is just over the horizon
waiting to move in. That doesn’t really convinee people.

“When you start opposing something like nuclear warships.
the Government defends it by saying iU's because of our ANZUS
obligations. People start saying. “‘what is this ANZUS treaty that
requires us to have all these obligations We don’t get much for

it

b he Government strings off a lot of very silly reasons; it

ps us aceess o the highest levels of Governmeni in

shinglon. As if thal makes any difference

1ccoss to the latest military technology™ — and

technology is second hand Sky Hawks [rom
ates from Great Britain. So they

11 gives u
{he latest militan
stralia and second hand frie

Aust
peally haven'l got a pood reason for being in ANZUS ' con-
cluded Wilkes
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Britain

The British miners’ strike is entering a
cruclal phase. On September 3, the
Trades Union Congress (TUC) will meet
and the miners strike will be prominent
on the agenda. Already leading members
of the Labour Party and unlonlsts are
calllng on the TUC to step up the cam-
paign against Thatcher's Government.

Tony Brown

Member Rozelle East (NSW) Bi
and NSW Public Sewice( Asmcla;;;:h

Call for General Strike

Miners’ strike enters
crucial phase

It is not a coincldence therefore that
leaks are appearing about the Torles

handling of the Malvinas War. The re-

cent publication of government docu-
ments in the New Statesman show ;‘IE:‘
Thatcher ordered the sinking of the

while otlat st
ce n
il pea egotlations were being
Simultaneously, the Tory Ci
stationed a nuclear armed ungmnr-l:ﬂ.;}
the Argentinlan coast with orders to nuke
cities Iif either of the Britlsh

Tony Benn, Eric Heffer, Natlo
it e R e
Scarglll and TUC Executive member
Alan Supper have called for physical sup-
port from the entire trade union and
labour movement. Some are demanding
ﬂ!;l‘ha General Strike be inltiated.

e economlc effects of the strik
beginning to serlously affect hmpo:-t:;!l
sectors of British capital. Britain's trade
deficlt hit an all time high In July as
;::;e Imports are needed to cover for the

of coal and steel production.
Miners occupy Pontypridd i}
quarters to pmventmzl:oe :lnl:M_head—.F l

]

alrcraft carrlers were attacked
I atcher has fogo,the British ruling
ass cannot allow It to be seen that It was
at the hands of the milltant NUM
Another “‘scandal” Is being prepared :
The accompanying articles n.re
i:prlmed from the weekly British
“bourln Party paper Soclalist Organiser.
“Wu clude an article by & woman from
: omen agalnst Pit Closures;" an un-
erground communique from the
em]udu';'e I‘rl_eu;(ljmml i;'nllﬂ.lrllolc, which in-

ety

TR L

T
i

—

On August 24, the dockers' unl
on, th
:;rr::?nrl and General Workers Unlol:
ek Again. They went out over the un-
g I;Ilndtu'relgn coal which Scottlsh
:ockmhme n refused to handle. If the
o to be won, and Thatcher's antl-
kel s.:]ll::a government defeated, then
‘!“m.na Will need to become

How you
can help

u's:':h;'hdnnlu of August, the National
i Miners had recelved $100,000
e ":ll:tllll, and donations continue to
L r;':nh all around the world In
!mpﬂruni loh'ol.‘ of courss, all the more
et wing the savage fine Im-
m""l:: the Wales NUM. The union's
i ':lr the 80,000 pounds fins levisd
oF 185000 ;:Lu:::l:,, l‘:n ladlm the selzure
The tight against T‘h‘m A e

atch

'I:I’;I:;ulllhﬁ for aix months an ";ound
2l "nu-. Resolutions of support from
g Fs rlymand trade unlon branches con-
thl British Government and the
mﬂlﬁ Hllh.l Board should ba sent to the
2000, 5 Commlssion, Canberra, ACT,
et @ copy o the British Mational
e Inera care of the Miners Federa-

ik Sussex 8t, Sydnay, 2000,

b b'ii:.n also raiss monsy with motions
can also :nfn:‘:ar.d;‘:lrlou&"' i
Miners Federation st the :m: .Adn‘m‘lm

20

by underground Solldar-
waze Reglon:
months the Britlsh miners
strike against a program of
gs of mines for economic
e miners are threatened with
nent. The government has re-
promise solutlons and has
to severe pollce methods
he strikers. Thousands of
lhave been arrested, hundreds
hospitalised and one has been

ernment of the Polish People's
desplte hypocritical condem-
‘of the activities of the British
the columns of the regime press
{he regime's pseudo-trade un-
15 profiting from the export of
Britain. It sells dirt cheap coal
@5 been mined in scandalously
d working conditions and with
exploitation of the labour force
al fleld. The slave labour of the
miner is used to break the
ce of the British miner.
h miners! The true sentiments of
trade unionists towards the
oritles of the Polish People’'s
blic and thelr practices was shown
& recent electoral farce which was
ofted by the workers. In the prevall-
‘condltions of terror, the Polish
rkers' movement 1s at present not in a
iition to undertake protest actlons But
ay be certaln that as you have sup-
led and are supporting our struggle,
g are in solldarity with you.
strongly oppose every case where
force Is used against workers struggling
helr rights and Interests
Long Live Trade Unlon Solidarity!

" The dock strike reached a settlement
early on Friday morning, July 20.

On Thursday evening the strike had
collapsed tn Dover under threat of
wlolence from strike-bound lorry drivers.
Les Sharp, chalr of the shop stewards
committee sald: “'The situatlon became
Intolerable, with threats being made lo
my members and the port Installations
by drivers. We were Informed that they
would smash the port.”

Nobody disputed his account. In fact
the port management Jolned with the
shop stewards committee In stating:
“The tenslons and eruptions of today
have brought us to a peint which Is in-
tolerable. . The shop stewards
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a law for us’

By Shirley Hood, a Coventry woman
from “Women agalnst Pit Closures:"

We've all got to stay fogether, even
after the strike — keep all the contacts
we've made with other workers in other
areas. It's the only way you will beat
Thatcher, because if she can gel away
with sending the miners back, she will
pick on somebody else.

She's not really after the miners, she's
after all the big unlons.

My first husband dled when he was 21,
because there was no union. He was a
miner in Wales. I was left with three
young children and I had nothing. Thad a
baby of 13 weeks old

I was given 17 shillings every two
weeks compensation when my husband
was 11l T used to walk three miles there
and back to fetch it. Then a doctor ap-
polnted by the pit owners pronounced
him fit for work. I knew he wasn’t fit for
work — but there was no more compen-
satlon, and he had to go to work

He went for a month and then he
couldn't any more — he was too
frightened to go And then he died — a
plece of coal fell and hit him in his face
and the nexi plece knocked him lnto a
moving machine

That's what she wants agaln

Question: What do you think should be
done about the scabs?®

committee has now concluded that the
threat of serlous injurles within the port
complex means that It can no longer walt
for the conclusion of talks i

The Torles and the press who had been
so furlous about violence by plcketlng
miners were Very qulet and matter of
fact about this threat of violence. The
police chlefs who had sent hundreds of
police to charge the miners' plcket lines
did not send forces 1o clear away the
drivers who were making threats.

But such Is thelr code. Violence by
police and sirike-breakers 1s all right.
Self-defence by plckets and strikers ls

not.
For all that, the dockers won a victory

A la or them and

1 think they should all be put on the
dole. They are union-breakers aren't
they? They thought these men would be
starved back. They wave their pound
nates at the bus windows and throw their
pennies out.

The police stand by and laugh as well.
They think it's a blg joke.

Well I've come fo this now, there's
definitely a law for them and a law for us.
And the law for us changes very, Very
often.

But they know we're winning. We
didn’t shout scab last night, we shouted
rule 51, and they hated 1t [Rule 51 Is an
NUM rule which enables expulslon of
scabs.]

Question: Can you describe your day?

I get up at 4. T make thelr coffee and
cut thelr sandwiches. And I go out of the
nouse for 5.10. I run back at 6,30, get on
the bus for 6.45 and go fo work.

1 come back and have our meal — then
out at 6pm to pickef. Then cut the
sandwiches and go up at 9pm and get
home at 10.30. T'll be In bed by about
11.30

My husband does a lot and I make the
children get involved because 1 think one
day they'll have to be 1ike us. I'm puiting
enough Into thelr heads now 10 know
they've got to fight. Otherwise 11"l all be

lost.

ck strike ended

The port employers agreed to procedures
agalnst future breaches of the job
protecting National Dock Labour
Scheme. The Torles had been forced to
declare that they had no plans o scrap or
alter the scheme.

It 1s a great pity that the dockers set-
tled for such minor galns. Now was the
time to fight for the extension of the
Scheme to ports presently not covered hy
it — llke Dover. Such a demand would
also have glven the Dover dockers a
more direct Interest In standing flrm

A continuing fight by the dockers
would also have helped the miners wina
speedier and more complete vietory



Britain

The 197 British miners' strike led directly to the defeay
Heath's Conservative Government. It was followed by the ( ]
mim Labour Government. At a time of intensifying cr. . ;
British eapitalism, Callaghan, with a narrow parliamenyas,.
majority, sought 1o meet that celsls by developing a Soc),)
Contract with trade union leaders. "

Leon Parissi
Member Camperdown

A ege Emplayees Union
ccountablll This Contract saw Labour promise some measures to m‘-r. |
B RN 1 s 1 s, e
and the
LV L]
British
Labour Party

d
harp move against many of the Right MPs. These
it form the backbone of the SDF, when it split in

The fight for
democratic control

gbjectives of reform were compulsory re-election of
[er and Deputy Leader. Behind these constitutional
& question of what sort of party is the BLP

jlele for the gaining of another electoral major:

er policy or principle? Or is reshaping the Part
Ve to the needs of the working class, in the same
teher Tory Government is respo e to the needs of

(NSW) Branch and Municipal

nce, the Left in the CLPs and unions
icant Rank and Flle Mobilising Com
@ tremendous display of umity, the Labour Co
Committee (similar to the NSW Steering Commit-
litant Tendency, Young Soclalists, women's groups
ipaign for Labour Party Democracy came together
@rxist Left In the BLP, organised around the Soclalist
group.

[ Conference saw compulsory reselection set into the
5 and the principle of an elecioral college to elect the
id Deputy decided upon.

P National Executive Committee, in an effort to defuse
building up around the electoral college principle, cal
lgmbley Conference of January 1981. There, due to a
of successful efforts by the R&EFMC to organise within
ggations and CLPs and the incompetence of the Right
iila for an electoral college comprising 30% for CLPs
linions, and 30% for the PLP, was adopted

elual vote was close — 3,375,000 votes for the proposal
it with 2,865,000 against. This represented a difference
510,000 votes, which is less than the block vote of any
large union.
N1881 October BLP Conference was the final
ip election campaign which centred on a discusslo
Bracy, the direction of the labour movement, how fo fight
jes and how to build socialism. It saw the unofficial
of the BLP Left (Tony Benn) lose the contest for Deputy
irship by only 1% of the vote to Denis Healy

‘After this that the Right, which remained entrenched at
pommanding heights of the Party, began their counter at
s well, trade union leaderships were becoming frightened
£ intensity of Thatcher's attacks on unionism through the
bit laws and her tactical use of m unemployment

a result a non-aggression pact was worked out at Bishop
ord between the BLP Right and trade union leaders. This

endorsed a strategy on wages that not only pressured rank
file workers to accept deals on increased productivity, hut
o accept only nationally agreed minimum wage Increascs
The real strength of the Soclal Contract was that trade union
leaders had (o *“police™ their own members, They were reljcd .
1o halt strikes, sabotage solidarity, and create the conditions for
@ demoralised labour movement that would not threaten 1t
chances of a rise in profitabllity. i
The Saclal Contract was a success for the bosses. Call agh
with Liberal support, maintained his Parliamentry control. B
the union ranks became restive as unemployment soared, living
standards fell, and the “social wage"” began fa be cut by o
Government trying to bring In monelarism. E
Pﬂ\}#ﬁlhln 1he Britlsh Labour Party many Constituency Laboi
[ s ple duvalent to Australian FECs or FEAs) fought bar
Pabt) &e::es‘?m Ih: lslnrl however, that the control of Lab
«ibliifles of sur:::a, ¥ irade union leaders limited the pos
Iem-:nrﬁfug:::‘? ‘:clzln;o!r:;c éleu:{a;: made some Left union
! oelal Contract because the
g:;::::url:ziip nns increasingly restive, In the run up 1o the 197
Rt ”ec_ ian, Callaghan teled to Impose yet another wape
) wuf:e:g rm the form of a 5 per cent wage ceiling. Lower
ety E;'Dﬂed_. The massive sirikes that rocked Britair
il liowrn;]n;::. SG(‘IH]FOHII'E{'L and evicted the right-wing
Nt wine T — 0nly fo have it replaced with even mor
e Pr:mhlf::] Ithi‘ beriod of Callaghan’s Government, the Leg
He s _?:anl 10 bring the Parllamentary Labour P
gl 0 !“uim Was 1o kick out the most right-wing .
Ul b respene, 18 At Infecied it They wanted Mbs o
R0 ORANRE G anl CLPs and the focal str uggles an
In an effort 1o organise

s this growing move .
tability within the BLP, tpe Campﬁ,l“,:‘;jmp,m_ fr ac ke i the democracy campaign on to the defensive
m"mucmc.\ Which had existed since o7 k| ) r, Party ‘Bennite Left and the soft Left groupings withdrew for the
mh“""’""ﬂ“" re-selection (i, pre-seicetion) “;‘ st & File Mobilising Committee. For a time this weakened
5 O CULESe Was Bitterly Tought by most of the BCLPs, which were solidly pro-Benn and were the main force

s of the PLP. B
aw for thelr ten, HWenty or thirty vears of unch

 over Party palicy fwhich for the most part they

Teform in the Party. Tony Benn complied with the H!.:nh_\;p
f0Ftford pact to the extent of not running for D -

Alter ) dl-:l):?';':'-! b € right-wing National Executive Commliiee cou
Confere * of Cillaghan's Government, the 1979 BLP ed during 1982 by dlsqualll_\'ini T\'e‘rd}I]lr-:!‘[ can ;c‘:‘fjmng
their to displ

ot Princi
themselves to ::-E::Lj.hf P ‘_nuiglrhmm every MP had to subr
i) b n. S change, as well as a er ¢
Ali‘lltui\hmi‘:-mdn-l:\'rﬂum' Gccurred direct|y ‘;w:?:::‘?-(l
trade union de l\-x.iliu.uxp Plfhwnkh iy rred among ihe
Vol strengti = W Ieh eontralled 90 per cent of the
For many of the uniun leade)
t!.m-\]wdr‘mvnfuurnw
Union of Publje Empi
RArDAZe workers,

been officially endorsed b)
PS. The case of Peter Tatchell from Bermo
‘haps the best known example.

With these moves, the Right embarked on a campaig
and Conference to whittle away and weaken comp
e-selection. Secondly, the NEC initlated the notlon of a reg
for political groupings within the BLP. :

The vast majority of CLPs opposed the register because they
'Saw it as the first step towards mass expulsions { th 1y
The register, however, gained the crucial s
delegations at the 1982 Conference, such as

Registration was not wholly complied
answer 1o their problems which the Right hoped helr ;
to regain complete control of the Party peaked with the expul-
sion of several leaders of the Militant Tendency in 1383

iders, not only the |
y eft leaning ones
as bitter. For unions e

SVer. | like the Natlonal
oyees (NUPE), a 300,000-strong unloLn of

s Union (TGWU), led by
eader was unac

ceplable,
With this trade unian

Y pained with a vore

against. In the run

Lett consolidated 1

;‘ the constitutional r e
OF 5353000 for, versus A
“ . TSus ~569, 000
hI:)I;I o the 1978 BLP ( onfer Inl {I:\ ::.
ir grip on the Coas mey Labour Parties,

e Le
membership was not about to give up peacefully — even though
the terrain of battle shifted somewhat. In fact, the mood for

Labor Militant, September 1584

change was not swinging to the Right in the ranks of elther
or the unions
€ expulsions were solldly fought against, and probably
didn't proceed beyond a limited scope, largely because that
provoked a major split with the CLPs
ve seen, the shift of trade union support away fram
ad left the CLPs In the lurch for the 1982 and 1983
rences, Union leaders eould so easily shift ground mainly
> the campaign for accountability had left the trade un-
ns largely untouched
€ are a number of undemoeratic practices in the union
delegations to BLP Conferences — not the least of which Is that
union leaders cast their delegation’s vote In a block which may
be 100,000 or 1,000,000 votes. Few delegations are elected, with
1 being appointed by full-time officlals, who themselves may
* unelected
¥bviously, If there has been scope to democratise the Labour
v structures then the success of those struggles rests to a
great extent on the ability of the active membership of the
labour movemeni to campalgn for the eleetion of thelr offlcials
and Labour Party delegations. The strong organie link between
Labour Party and trade union activism gives hope to that neces-

imistically, there has been a surge In active Party
membership in the face of the attempts fo roll back the hard-
won constitutional reforms. The BLP has seen a vast Increase In
involvernent of women in all the struggles and campaigns at
1 and national level
?s have been among the most active in support of the cur
nt miners' sirike. They have been especlally successful In
raising funds for the miners' familles and In monitoring the
vicious police attacks on pickets and mining communitles.

CLPs have also been at the forefront of the fight agalnst
Thatcher's attempts to force local councils to Increase rates and
cut expenditure. The fight by Liverpool City Councll against the
cuts, which included city wide stoppages by unions, and the con-
tinuing obstacle of Ted Livingston's leadership of the Greater
London Council, are partly attributable to the actlvism and
fighting mood of local Labour Branches.

In fact, those struggles against Thatcher could not have been
built without the clearing out of the old guard Right in these and
many city counclls, which in turn came from the success of the
accountability campalgn.

As far back as 1979, some on the Left in the BLP were saying
that there are two alternatives: Efther the Left will go on from a
victory on democracy to consolidate the Labour Party as a
genuinely socialist party seeking to overthrow capitallsm on ihe
basis of the class struggle of the working class, and bufld up a
mass membership around such policies, OR the Left will be
purged and the Labour Party transformed from Its presen!
ramshackle self into a tight and intolerant party modeled on the
West German, Swedish and other Social Democracles

The possibility of using the new mechanisms in the Labour

Party 10 put any new Labour Government under a degree of
0 on the

ovement control is not foreclosed. [t will depent
f working-class mobilisation, struggle, and confll
ur Government
Australian Labor Party, there are a number of r
es connected with the need to make the labour r
sadership accountable to the wishes and needs of the
T The most pressing campalgns are defensive ones
Rank and preselection in NSW needs to be preserved and
ded to other States. The defence of the Victorlan Stale
ce decision not to allow the affiliation of four pro-NCC

need to broaden our b
s who are

e also
upport worke

k with ne
general les:
rnal Party de
a class-struggle political perspec

o
The
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New CAPP pamphlet
‘Security Threat: The case for

abolition of secret agencies’

ns of the ASIO
:‘;?a]r. and the
tel flasco.
mfy lingering doubts In
t the destructive role
s, they are surely now
iphlet states.
gal that the entlre
ppisode was a glgantic
perpetrated on the
pple with the colncidental
fluencing ALP policy. The

movement — and as the authors
out, no account Is taken at all
operations of other security aumr_\r:

In answering the gues ‘What
Securlty?" the pamphlet g n 10 say’

“When we ask the question, does
Australla need a security service, we
need fto first ask ourselves what the
AVErage Person I
most people, secur
job, a roof over thel
cuphboard and having

y forces, secret agencies are the
line of defence of the world-wide
em and the international
i r secret brethren are far
stronger than any alleglance they have
for us, the ones whose taxes keep them In
work. They see themselves as an ellte,
standing above the \-aganlm;nr the
country's elected representative

F ‘l(\:\‘\'dsﬂ\ different levels, both the
i tary coup of 1873 and trle
wnstitutional coup of 1975
once the power elite and its in-

g Pt S ecide that normal
B e e Whereas orinary Ausetans are  elgencecommnitydecide natnorma)
¥ still w for securlty o meet their bas tutiona horb b
he impact of which Is s looking for security to mee fice, they will always flnd wa
. In Australia iy, ind Australia .quirements, the Establishment is rert or bypass these processes.
During the debate at the 1984 National basis of informed debate {ing arou: requ A vert or byp
v o the Constitutional and 1984, evervone accepts the fact |n i then go on to slam l‘:f ing towards a security service t The authors conclude: “In demanding
Legal Platform, Joan Coxsedge moved Rhones are tapped, premises bugged Commission into the
an amendment calling for an open,

Public inquiry Into the “scope, purpose
and funetions of all known security and
Intelligence organisations in Australia,”"

Her Majesty's mail tampered with,’
The authors explain the background
Increasing activity by secret agencies |

affair.
{n support of secret agen-

its interests and to preven
into lts power 4 i e
“"We must understand that secret agen

the abolition of secret agencies, we dfu _nm_
nagine that we have any hope ﬂhm-‘
cess. After all, as we have

ic medlate v i
idy well-established much cles, In all thelr ramitications, e sald, secret agencles are part of )ma
the “deepening worldwide crisis he headed previous com- some irrational excrescence o ‘-mjt- eystem, To abolish spylng and 51010': Ous];
The amendment also called for abali- capitalism. The system has never bee intelligence and security system, but accurately reflect the ve ould mean a fundamental chang
tion of the political police funetions of under the control of ordinary people, bt
these organisations; abandonment of the

lerm “'subversion' as a legal basis for
securlty and intelligence operations; in-
vestigation of the past activity of the

organisations;

presented to Parlia;
and the establis|
Tribunal to hear

periodic reviews
ment on their work;
hment of an Appeals
and determine actlon in

case of complaints from people affected
by security operations,

e
Coral Wynter

Member Darlington (NS

Amalgamated Metals,

VP Branch and

the crisis situation has now created ror
ditions where even those In power aj
clearly mot in control, and this grou
therefore feels increasingly threatened

In these conditions, *the framewor «
political violence by the state is bein,
strengihened all the {ime "

“The last two decades have secn
rapld increase In the number and scope
of Australia’s secret agencies. Thes
bodles have been the only major growtt
area In Australian public spending since
1975 But thelr considerable economi
cost is far less significani than their cos

Combe/Ivanov tragl-
e E::s not plcked despite his
ecause of it. After all, the
and more particularly the
ster, were completely Vbehlnd
pt to grandstand on its own
|were also behind any attempt,
how ludicrous and trivial, to
jov as a master spy. Since 1_!5
this government has sh‘_‘w\n
e one of Australla's most.(‘nn
‘especially in matters relati ng;
affairs, defence and b?:‘ul"lli.
of Hope as Commissloner

trates this point.” b
" B as far as Australian sovereignty Is con i s to detail the
EH B ry and Tehay “phleé p;ggrr{"flgs 1 the Hope
The Introduetion continue “The elec pE o
Coxsedge argued strongly for the aboli.

tion of the existing seeuris

¥ agencles by

tions of ASIO and

tlon of the Federal Labor Eovernment in

ission, as well as demolishing the

ature of our society. For instance,
“1"\":5‘.&1 rn a sive 0% lnlu'ease‘.r._mt-‘
‘.us: budget allocation for ASIO E“ :\sn{:l\;
when there are cuts "kh_l AE.LI."V e
board in essential social service sp

long with the army and the para-

soclety, but isn't that what we are Sup

osed to be on about?

En[-:les pamphlet, Coxsedge ar:?pl;lj:;?ﬁé
v ¢ vice i

ave done an excellent servic !

I'I"v]n\‘l‘mnpmr.m toward achieving those

o‘ou\a a little bit further forward

“ t of influence."
983 brought no improv, t. On tr ept of “‘agent of Jation
organisations in 1 EOLE| provement. On the SIO in rela
Davia Coineir TOIE In the frame.up 6t on' the polilical 1o o0 labour maye:  genltatts & I many other areas such as B Eree Lo dlicussed. In
a QMDe; the frame-up of the three  ment In Ausiralla, g €ednomic management and uranium o
Ananda Marga members over their af. » and in collaborating

& yeen ASIO and
mining, the performance of the new B e B
leged involvement n the Hilton bomb-

i
Hand Bank Is raised;
ligence agencies, EOVErnment on the question of secret -run Nugan Hai s
= ; ndercover AS
Megmoumiwps'hi;:itlisnauasl{s raid on Now Coxsedge has co-operated with Lgafm.;fm:r'ls bme;—lv disap_pulmlng to 'l:e;:med aver 4510 o ngn
between ASIO and the nfarn e tnelink  anather long.time actiyist In CAPP, Ger. Ths i ¥ Iembers and supporters e
Hand Bank. #mots Nugan-  ry Harant, In co.writing the pamphlet, Is the backgroung. g0on to note that this K e rame g e
Unmﬂunalely o ireaament losi Socurliy Threat: The Case For the Und for the Conference to

43 1o 55 votes, 0s Abalition of Secret

A Agencles, "
amphlet was publishpg
shortly before the fional Lo e EARE

then expose
‘Reformers’ at Work.” an:'_\' Er;;-;:

he submission made to the Hoge

Ission by a Committee 0O

gral ALP Parliamentary € -d“C:- s
e submission ‘acknowledges

on secret agencles
nch will once again
tlon, using the same

e Vietorian Bra,
move for their abg;|

;ﬂr;ushing ASIO. I
ributed at the Conterence, wj
companying letter sigped by C:::sigz%?‘ L K saling

ment of & single “ombudsman figure 1o
l‘:ic;:scnmplalnrs againsi the secuiﬁ“}l{ ser-

ce and con
i from th i tbposition ;or ‘,heﬁonug‘;?s;{;(rl\i‘g?t\‘;:rrahu's
i n the introdu " e Secrel agen et ed effective oj s,’
sv:ilg:‘ﬁh:ni'-ﬁ: Single por¥ing by Cox. Threat,” the authoss“ggm“l)he as\;:eun'tl:))t‘ {fie media and f“'mgﬂllgﬂgi“\:m]‘(hllﬂr'u}ﬂ: gy and mmlllgen“‘l t?%(r‘:{:‘:lfaﬂ
paigner agai“nsfpﬁix's‘ﬁiif’”'ﬂ]""“‘”" noles | ToAear of George Orwell's book niaagss | ALP, Hecauge 1t Lo hard-headed hout stating why we need th
in the country. police agencips “In Australia [ 1984, we hay, q

€ to live
Harvey Barnary IASIO
‘No Australian €an con-
sle) free of ASIO survell.

ed to
fid In which areas they are expected 1o

with the dictum of
director] that

slder himselr (

Wwhich Is clear, un

Coxsedge, MLCTWMEWHIIFIIEWexI,Is and capable of belng im-

a co-founder of ha Stalwart organ|
Hon, the Commiitee for Abnlmnn soal
Palitical Poljce, She hag written, angd
#@rgued, and debated, and demonsiratod
Y #gainst the underhand apg
TEpressive activitjag 0 ASTO and |15 Tel-
low s for many years,
She js the author of the byok “Rooted in
+ @ telling indictmeny of the ac-

amblgugus
plemented,

th'!l‘h‘ip;arr:phml then sets out the text of
Clorian poli
security. Roliey on Intelligence and

The body of the pamphiet then E0es on
10 tackle 5 serles of aspects of the role of
the secrey dgencles, the debate about and
inguiries into them, and coneluslons
ah[nlllmluahullI should be done.

n the firs chapler, entitled: “The
ALP and Seeret Agencles,” the authors

ective." 4
"Elglfalnrms" suggested by the 1..(|n'm‘r|]1||r
fer include: accountablllty ‘r?cl‘xlh’
inister; judiclal audits by a St' n(:r Y
reated Securlly C?.mml.fb ‘cr»m_ ‘a
Tedefinition of the ferm “'subversion; -
| grlevance mechanism 1o ml\bu e
plainis; and a 90-day limit on bugg

satlons.
au‘;‘mﬂo cosmetle changes wau]dmt:::
nothing to contral the political acllvb i
of ASIO agalnst dissenters and the labou
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200 delegates

STATE COUNCIL
0% unlons
40% branches

[held 2 or 3 timé

2 delegates 10
state Council

Electarate Cou
[sames Federal and
State boundaries]

Affiliated
unlons

Rank and flle

Branches — Anyane over the age of 14
can join the ALP, but must belong to the
Branch within their own electoral sub-
division. Members can only stand for
Branch positlons after a year's
membership

Electorate Councils — At the moment,

. the State and Federal electorates are the
same — although this may change after
the Federal redistribution. The Elec-
torate Counclls have little power and
thelr main functlon relates fo organising
election campalgns.

Preselections — Endorsements are
done through a combined vote of State
Councll and relevant Electorate Coun-
clls, except In the case of Senate can-
didates, who are elected by the State
Councll delegates only.

Hare-Clark voting system — Thisisa
system unique o Tasmania, based on
pmpnrllunu! repn'senlultun. used I(n all
hallots in the Tasmanian Branch and In
state electlons for the House of As-
sembly. Another unigue situatlon in
Tasmanla 1s mult |-member clectorales,
where there are T Stale members for
each electorate.

“The exception Is elections to the Upper
House or Leglslative Councll, which has
19 members, of which three are elected
cach year on a first-past-the-post method
for i year lerms Of the 14 Council
members, only one ls at present from the
ALP.

% Offlce
T
Rules comm. [7 mambers]

\.

1 non-voting
prepars policy for
arp i State Councll -
Status of Women [14 ctiess. of 7 membars ‘sach]
committas

guide to ALP

4 National Exec. members

e
10 Natlonal Cont. delegates

Admin cttee.
[10 membars]

Presslects candldates.
in conjunction with
slectorats counclis.

Palicy committess.

Policy Implameantation
committes

Adininistrative Commitiee — This 1s
the body which carries out the day-to-day
decision-making of the Party. Ten
members are elected at State Counell
each year, and others such as leaders of
the State and Federal Parliamentary
Labor Party are present ln an ex-officlo
capacity.

Status of Women's Commlttee — This
|s open to all women members of the ALP
and merely plays an advlsory role. The
committee has one non-votlng member
on the Administrative Committes. There
|5 na special Labor Women's Conference
as there [s In NSW, for example.

Young Laber (AYL) — Open to all
members under 25 years of age, has only
recently been established. There are no
separate reglonal branches as In NSW.
The AYL also has one non-voting

member on the Administrative Commit-
tee.
Policy Commitiees — There are 14
commitiees with 7 members each with
the power 10 co-opt another 7. These are
plected at May State Councll each year.
and write policy recommendatlons (0 g0
1o Stafe Councll.

Rules Comumittee — This Is the second
mosi powerful body In the ALP after the
Administrative Commitiee. 1t consists of
7 members — poslilons which are hotly
contested at eaeh State Councll — and
haye the prime vespansibility of up-
nolding and interpreting (he rules of the
Party

i



solidarity

Sri Lankan troops

massacre

The two-and-three-quarters of a mil-
lion Tamils in $ri Lanka are in great fear
for their lives. Although they are still
recovering ‘from last vear's violence in
July, which caused the death of 2,000
Tamils and made about 200,000 refugees,
the violence continues.

Renewed combined military opera-
tions In the Northern and Eastern
Proviees of Sri Lanka became intense
during 1984. And now the Northern
Province Is rapidly moving towards a
civil war,

Nelum De sily
Member Livingstone (NSW) Branch
and NSW Nurses Association

The Srl Lankan government started
another military offensive against the
Tamils in July-August thls year. Ae-
cording to Appall Amlthralingam, a
leader of Tamil United Liberation Front
(TULF), naval gunboats have shelled a
Tamil village, Velevettitural, killing
civilians and desiroying Tamij] property.

The village was surrounded by govern.
ment troops, and all males between the
ages of 15 and 25 seized and taken away
to a milltary detention camp in
Kaluthara, near Colombo.

There have been many other ncldents
of government troops shooting Innocent
bystanders in Tamil areas — Including
women and children.

The TULF at the last elections became
the second largest party [n Farliament.
It was barred after It refused to denounce
the Tamil people’s ambltion for a
Separate state and natlonal in-
dependence.

to flght against the Government's at-
:hempls to commit genoclde against
em

The Sri Lankan Government, as a part
of its big antl-terrorist campalgn, has re-
established tles with Israp] — especlally
military and securlty tles — under the
banner of the United States, Some
leag tigures of the Israeli Intelligence

service (M ) were (nvolved in set.

Hng up a sophisticated Intelligence .

aetwark from a special interests section
Sri Lanka,

Tamils

n sent to the Northern Province lo
gzll;ce the area. The Protection of Tamil
Ealam from Genocide (PROTEG) — an
organisation based in Madras, India e
claim that there is evidence of huge in-
flows of US arms to the Sri Lankan army
and an increasing number of American
personnel present in the North. 3

Because of the continuing violation of
human rights, and the stepped up killings
of civilians belonging ta the Tamil ethnic
community by the armed forces, the in-
ternational community must protest to
the Sri Lankan government.

Resolutions condemning the repres.
sion in Sri Lanka passed by Labor Party
Branches would be very welcome ta the
Tamil people.

Sri Larikan President Jayawardene

Protests at the Sri Lankan regime's actions should be sent to:
The High Commission of Sri Lanka, 35 Empire Circuit, Forrest,

Canberra, ACT 2603,

Hayden backs Sri

Lankan Government

In June this year, the Livingstone
Branch in Sydney passed a resolution
condemning the attacks on Tamils in
A 1984, and urging the Labor Govern-
m o put pressure on the Sri Lankan
Government to repeal ity Tepressive
legistation, and te lift the hans on Opposi-
tion part

Al the Branch's August meeting, u rep-
Iy wis tahled from Forcign Minister Rijl
yden, which read in part:

Australian Governmeny remainsg
concerned that violence continues to oe-
wur in Sri Lanka, Particularly in the
North. The Department of Forcign Af-
fairs has received reports of continuing

ment hased on a tull rec n of the
rights of all communities Sri Lanka
and internationally aceepted standards
of human rights. In this connection the
Government has noted and weleomed the
All Party Conference which is meet
Colombo to discuss the inter-con

problem. The Government hopes tha
parties and groups in & nku will co
tribute positively to the Conference in a
Spirit of constructive Cooperation with
the i solution.””

e

.

ours sincerely, Bill |

The problem with this a e expres
sed by the foreign minister is that it puts
Funel I blame for the violence on

terrorists attacks, » ly agai
security forees, n addition, ’II fvl‘ﬁs:
elear hat despite Sri Lankan Goyery.
ment calls for restraing hy the Sinhaly
community in the face of this terrorist
provocation, there have hoen lacks on

L Tamil civiliuns, Including hy
members of the security forces, |
“While recognising cthat the intercom-
munal problem js largely an interng
mitter for (he Governmen{ ang people of
Sri Lunka, the Australian Governmeng
by ©5 Lthat the hest hope for o Tasting
*olution o Sri Lanka's inter.

&

the Tamils, rat r Dppressors
it seems (o out that the
kan  Gove nt is trying to
n' the massueres.
- T reality, the Gove nent is resy
hle for the mass murders of T
civilians, and for the entire policy of
mational oppression of the Tamil people.
Rather than Backing up the Sri Lankan
Government, which is pretending (o
negotiate while continuing the repre
sion, the Austealian Luh,
should the an

Problems rests with g negotiated sety)p-

pugrom
and demand that the sri
repgal all undey ratic




