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NILTTANT

r Militant Is a natlonal, monthly, internal Party
jo‘lfrlnlﬁ which promotes soclalist pollcies for the Labor
Party. Each lssue carries news and analysis from a
socialist viewpolnt of events and Issues of particular
interest to Party members.

We have devoted a lot of space over the past few
years to discussing the Prices and Incomes Policy. In
our view the Accord signed with the ACTU In
February 1983 s no different to the soclal contract that
proved so dlstastrous for Britlsh workers under
Labour Governments In the 1970s. The experience of
the Accord to date has resulted in cuts to wages and
llving standards and it will not give workers a share of
the limited economle recovery now evident.

Labor Militant looks at the nature of the capitalist
economic crisls and the soclalist measures needed to
confront a crisis of this depth. The crisls is not caused
by wages rises, nor will wages cuts help resolve the
crisls In favour of the working class.

We also devote a lot of attention to the threat of war
and the wars already going on. From Central America
to the Middle East, the United States and {ts allies are
determined to block progresslve movements In order
to protect their economic interests, Reagan’s drive to
war Increases the danger of nuclear war and
Australia’s participation as part of the U.S. war
machine must cease. We must remove the U.S.bases
and withdraw from the daggressive ANZUS military
pact.

Labor Militant campalgns for progressive policies
for liberation struggles world wide — in El Salvador,
for Solidarity’s struggle for soclalist democracy in
Poland. for the rights of the Palestinian people and
against Israell aggression in the Middle East, for the
anti-Marcos movement In the Phillipines and against
the Indonesian occupation of East Timor, and for the
need to make reparations to Vietnam,

Labor Is In government in four states «
Yet never before has there been a bigg
stated Labor policy and government per
alone the gap between performance and w
Interests. This gap s reflected in importa
and discussion within Party branch
Conference. We believe that the most free
debate within the Party and affiliated unions oy
and practice is necessary fo develop position
actions that ean represent the working class
whom Labor draws {ts strength.

But current structures of the Party anc
undemocratic rules and practices prevent
Support moves to democratise these structures
particular, to make the Parliamentarians and
officers truly accountable to the ranks, un
Branches.

Recently Labor Militant amalgamated with anort
left Party journal, Sociallst Fight. This
strengthened our national coverage and dist
We have now opened up the pages of the com
journal to & wider debate and we have in
contributions from those in the Left who ha
viewpoints which differ to those expressed in Lab
Militant. We also encourage debate through lett
and reviews,

If you agree with our afms we Encourage you to hely
finance and distribute Labor Militant. You can g«
€ach issue sent by mail at a cost of $6 for 10 issues. W:
can also make arrangements to have a bundle of any
slze malled or dellvered for your Branch or for you tc
sell. There are high costs involved in the production o
a publieation like Labor Militant so any financlal con
tribution will help to ensure its continued regular ap
pearance.
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fill In the clip-off below or write to any of the addres
ses on the following Page.

- « . and then there’s Labor Militant

Different points of view are Tepresented at Natlonal
Conference. Hawke and Keatlng are‘r’he "pragmallsls"?&'no
Pul the bosses' profits firsy, Hayden certalnly sounds the
same but he clalms he has a different (undisclosed)
ldeology. The “officlal” Left would rather hang on to the
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— letters to LM,

Accord
seminar

Dear Edltor,

The Queensland Labor
Women's Organlsatlon
held & seminar, open to all
Party members, Io
Brisbane on June 3 In an at-
tempt to stimulate debate
on the Prices and Incomes
Accord.

There were four
speakers on the platform,
both for and agalnst the Ac-
cord and also on what the It
means for women.

Alan Mulr, Asslstant
State Secretary of the
Australlan Telecom-
munications Employees
Assoclatlon, strongly at-
tacked the Accord saying
that In his oplnlon it was
nothing but a wages docu-
ment. He went on to say
that we have essentlally
made an agreement with
ourselves In order to
recelve those things which
are already part of ALP
policy.

His remarks were warm-
ly recelved by the
audlence, and the ensuing
discusslon appeared on the
whole to express severe
doubts In the Accord as a
strategy for Labor.

However the small tur-
nout fo the seminar, which
had been widely advertised
within the Party, is an in-
dication that there is still
an unwlllingness, par-
ticularly among the Left, to
discuss what the Accord
really means for the
Australlan working class.

The Hawke Government

has a grim record so far;
reduced wages, cuts in the
public sector, viclous at-
tacks on militant unjons
such as the BLF, attacks on
the public education
system, lack of promised
tax reform fo date — while
at the same time boosting
company profits through
handouts, Incentives and
1ax beneflt schemes,

1t 15 imperative thai the

begin {o analyse the
sirategy of this Labor
Government, not just
around the Imporiant
forelgn policy and uranjum
lssues, but the heart and
soul of Its whole Pﬂuﬂcﬂ

g

strategy 1o re
capltalist s vm tl'lllg
backs of the ng class.
4

Untll this analysis has
begun, the Left will be un-
able to develop an alter-
nate soclalist economie

trategy.
e Helen Russell
Brisbane

Sri Lanka

Dear Editor

The following Is the text
of a leaflet distributed at
the NSW ALP Conference:

“Genoclde of Tamils in
Srl Lanka"

July/August 1983

@ Over 200,000 Tamils
were made refugees.

® Over 2000 Tamils were
slaughtered.

@ 53 Tamil political
defalnees butchered.

® Economic base of the
Tamlils destroyed.

® 5000 propertles and
business establishments
worth $200 million reduced
to ashes.

® Several Tamil youths
arbitrarily arrested,
detalned for Indefinite
perlods and tortured under
the notorfous “‘Prevention
of Terrorism Act™,

® Hundreds of Tamlls
were killed and disposed of
without inguest under the
draconfan Emergency
Regulation 15A.

® Even to dale, mass ar-
rests, detentlon, torture,
and killing of Tamils are
contlnuing unabated.

How many thousands of
more lives have the Tamils
to lose before they can sur-
vive as an ethnle entity In
Srl Lanka? Only you, the
members of the INTER-
NATIONAL COM-
MUNITY, can answer that
question,

We earnestly request the
delegates of the Australlan
Labor Party of NSW to
urge the Srl Lankan
Bovernment fo:

1. Repeal repressive
leglslation such as the
Prevention of Terrorism
Act and Emergency
Regulation 154 under the
Publie Securlty Ordinance,
2. Repeal leglslation which
bans the advoracy of a
separate Tamil state and
which has the etfect of out-
lawing Tamil ba ed

political groups and
preventing Tamlls from
participating in public life
‘or from practicing in any of
the professions.

3. Grant citizenship and full
political rights to all
Tamlls resident in Sri

Lanka.

4. Lift the ban on political
parties advocating seli-
determination of the Tamil

people.

5. Give full compensation
for the loss of Tamil lives
and property during the

riots.
6. Withdraw armed forces
from the traditional Tamil
areas. Distributed by
Eelam Tamll Assoclation
PO Box 198, Eastwood
NSW 2122

Irian Jaya

Dear Editor,

Over 8000 refugees from
West Irlan are now in
Papua/New Guinea. They
say they fear for thelr lives
If they are forced to go
back. But the PNG Govern-
ment has directed the
police to lay charges
agalnst those who crossed
the border “'|llegally."

The refugee problem is
due fo Indonesfan repres-
slon and heavy-handed at-
tempts made by the
Jakarta generals to force
West Papuans to abandon
thelr cultural traditions,
Alienation of land and dls-
ruption of communities s
also brought about by the
World Bank-sponsored
Transmigration Scheme
under which Indonesla in.
tends to relocate 700,000
Javanese in West Irian by
1989 in order to flood the
natlve inhabitants,

The general pleture
presented to the Australlan
publle of the situation in
West Papua is a misleading.
one. Sydney Morning
Herald forelgn editor Peter
Hastings insists that the
problem Is one of “race
relatjons'’ - an
‘“Inescapable clash of
cultures.”” As If the two
cultures concerned ap
proach each other on an
equal basls.

By confusing the Issue
the Australian press hides

R he fact that the Indonesian

armed forces have'
responsible for at
directed against
— Including land
ture, rape, mu
even legal impr
Forced labour c:
been set up.

We should face
fact that the Au
Government is backin
(financially and po
ly) one of the most r
slve regimes in Asia
of the Jakarta gen
Australian military ai
Indonesia must be stop;

The refugees must
treated as refugees and
foreed to return. Austr
should take the matter to
the United Nations Corr
misslon for Refugees and
try and create the polltic
conditions (by ending the
terror] that would all
these people to return fo
their homes.

According to the Brit

publication Tapol a report
n n

from a misslon stat
tie Kamberototo area ¢
Examples of returning
refugees being forced i«
dig their own graves and
then being shot Into them
West Papuans deserve
the support of the
Australian labour mov
ment for thelr just strugg
for self-determination.

NB
Petersham, NSW

Letfers to L.M. should be
sent to Labor Militant PO
Box 372 Broadway, NSW
2007. Please keep them
reasonably short so we
can print as many as pos-
sible.

e SRR

Correction

A report on page 1

last Issue of la!;bbr: h%l:l't:lr'net
(Volume 4, Numbep 4) on
the Tasmanlan State Coun.
cll meeting of May 1819
referred to Senator dean
Hearn as Senator John
Hearn, Apologles to
Senator Hearn,

National Conference

The 1984 ALP Natlonal Conference Is occurring In the con-
text of a deep worldwlde crisis of capltallsm, despite a
limited recovery over the past year.

Just a month before the delegates gathered for the 1984
Natlonal Conference In Canberra, the Australlan Bureau of
Statistics released Natlonal Accounts figures that indlcated
the economic recovery is co . Between July 1983 and
Aprll 1984 the gross domestic product expanded by 9.2 per
cent.

editorial

While this figure shows a turn-around since the recesslon
bottomed-out In the first part of 1983, it does not represent
“stunning growth’ as Keating has clalmed. The improve-
ment Is measured against a low base reached In the deepest
recesslon In many years. The breaking of a severe national
drought contributed greatly to the improvement In lr!e ETOSS
domestic product In the second half of 1983. And the Natlonal
Accounts figures, themselves, show that the recovery re-

very narrow.
mg‘Jl:lesre has been growth in areas such as housing construe-
tlon and the public sector, but manufacturing Industrles re-
maln very slugglsh. If you discount the fact that State
Governments have sold or leased plant and equlpment to
private manufacturers, then Investments In this area have
remalned stagnant, Furthermore, a survey carrired out by
the Australlan Confederation of Industry and Westpac In
early June showed that, while many manufacturers Intend
to Invest In new equipment, there will be a decline In
turing jobs.
m%‘:‘fﬂx’n‘i‘-:rvoufnjpss of the Investors reflects the fact that
there are also signs that a new world recession is In the mak-
Ing. Growth rates are already declining, the banks are faced
with a severe debt crisis and stock-brokers have got the jIt-
ters.

Australlan capitalists are already preparing for the new
downturn that will destroy the least efficlent producers. As
the ACI/Westpac survey Indicated the manufacturers are
investing In labor-saving technology In order to try and get
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an edge on thelr rivals.

The Hawke Government has never tried to hide the tact
that it wants to find a capitalist solution to the crisis. It
wants to use the recovery to prepare for the next downturn
by “restructuring’’ industry at the expense of jobs. It wants
to carry out a rigorous caplitalist rationallsation to eliminate
inefflclent enterprises and strengthen the profit-making
capaclty of the leading corporations and banks,

BHP and the leading car producers have benefited most
from the plan. After sacking hundreds of steelworkers In
1981 and 1982, BHP went on to record record profits and lul
buy out Utah mining company. Senator Button's "'car plan’
will strengthen the monopoly position of the leading
producers and ensure mass sackings from plants that are

losed.

4 The plan to allow the entry of forelgn banks and remove
Government regulations atfecting the domestic banks ls
also part of the same restructuring strategy. Treasurer
Keating hopes that the leading Australian banks will thrive
on Increased competition and will, thus, provide better ser-
vices for manufacturers, The ANZ banking group has
already demonstrated that it 1s prepared to take up the chal-
lenge by buying the Britaln-based bank Grindlays.

The Prices and Incomes Accord Is a vital component of the
ratlonalisation strategy. It holds wages In check so that
profits can expand and it prevents workers reslsting Job los-
ses. It prevents unions from promoting their own solutlons
such as shorter working hours.

The Accord was sold to workers on the basis that It would
prevent a further erosion of living standards and ensure
them a share of any recovery.

At the 1982 Natlonal Conference Hayden, Hawke and other
Labor leaders clalmed it would guarantee a ‘‘redistribution
of wealth” and stated specifically that If economic growth
reached 5 per cent a Labor Government would be able to

ily reduce unemployment
Ergr"fe ):\ccord has r:ell-:lalnly produced a redistribution of
wealth but It has been from wages to profits. It has
guaranteed a drop in living standards. And now the Govern-
Continued on page &



Continued from page 5
‘ment Is talking about the need fo accept permanently high

it levels. f

The new w system has meant the permanent loss of
the 9.1 per agt ‘cut that resulted from the wage freeze
started by Fraser and continued by Hawke. And It now
means another virtual wage freeze untll April 1985, while
prices continue to rise at a rate of 8 to 10 per cent.

] t austerity drive In Australla. It will not show h,,
s ng war 3’“_“‘ 15 linked to the crisis of c.ml-.zz:lshn'.
The debate on uranium mining and the presence of 15
military Installations In Australia provlde examples,
Although uranjum mining and export will also be opposeg
‘because of the many risks assoclated with the nuclear poyer
industry, the most telling argument will concern the
proliferation of nuclear weapons.
Th thas rapldly asserted itself a5

tion reform has not ed. Lmpr o
soclal welfare (the “soclal wage”) have been minimal.
About the only reform of any significance at all has been the
introduction of Medlcare and yet on Health Minister
Blewett's own figures it will resulf In & nett saving of just 70
cents a week for workers on the Average Weekly Wage.

Because the Accord has clamped a straltjacket on the un-
fons 1t has produced a demoralisation in thelr ranks and
created openings for a right-wing push.

There will undoubtedly be much debate at Conference on
the economic strategy of the Hawke Government, Keating
has already succeeded In replacing many of the more
specific economic policles In the draft platform in order to
give the Government a freer hand to discuss budgetary
strategy with business leaders and to relax guldelines on
things like levels of Australlan ownership of new
enterprises.

J E;:n:lnm::;eaff lllal:‘l.'l‘]!tﬂll Re::lt)llnns Minister Ralph Wil-

L] Suce: n ng the employment policy concede
ongolng high levels of and shift Its
towards helping the unemployed.

Thus Government strategy promotes economic recovery
at the expense of jobs and living standards. But what will the
Left put forward in opposition — a real, soclalist alternative
or a capltalist solution that does not even have feaslbility of
the Hawke/Keating approach?

Essentially the Left will attempt to defend exlsting
Government regulation of the economy and protection of
Australla's manufacturing industry.

But this is a bankrupt strategy. Existing regulations have
clearly not worked. They have not saved Jobs or prevented
cuts In living standards and It Is arrant nonsense to clajm
they give ordinary Australlans some kind of democratlc con-
trol over economic planning,

The Lett position dissolves into a crude natlonalism, What
Is more desirable about Australlan banks or corporations?
Since when have Australlan capltalists been concerned
about the rights and living standards of Australian workers?

All:;:‘seloﬂgns l:;m.'e.'rnm]t IT-n-auvner] enterprises are run on

nes as capltalist
dlls;lﬁl\ushablr. p] enterprises they will be in-
larly, high tarlff protection and Govi -

gﬂex have not saved Jobs — the examples of ;rnmm::é I-:‘;‘:\l;

."pmvt;];:;. They have simply meant higher prices for con-

%m“?em a prolonged life for some of the less efficlent

real alternative the the Hawke/Keating strategy Is a
soclalist solution that places human needs arﬁi the rléﬂhlls of

"Wll::cp];qsgl’e;‘ :Bb?::c grf;?lts,ﬁilhlnvolves mobllising the

0. L ]

MWW‘ :"l‘;;‘ ui,nl s ACcord.g s rather than binding ft

ctive solutions to the unemployme:

Eﬂv&lvel a rehdnl-llon of the working. weez soy :haln ghfﬂ:lggl!e‘

i s s"nrea around. They would also Involve the
mu&il Pl:: of enterprises that are not using thelr full

wm y. f and equipment now lying Idle should be put
use 1o pm%u;ie‘:%eut:l:\gs‘ﬂthal soclety needs,

Appro; nvolve a radical depart
W$ﬁ&“.ﬁ3 s‘l.llvr:g 1 ]t lulebvious lhatpradlllcr:] Lsrnc{::!
T 5
steaegy tat nas alceady Tl T e Actensic o
fems‘l?e Lett will fail to make much Impact
e oght at it will fall to draw out the connection

'in other Agalnst economic and palitical explofta-

parts of the world and the need to fight the

a major political force In Australla and this will ensure tha
the debate on Issues related to the threat of war will aitracy
attentlon.

But It Is easy to get confused about the cause of the war
threat and to pose false solutlons. For example, there are
even peaple In the disarmament movement who belleve that
U.S. bases In Australla have a defenslve purpose and s
seek to explaln the threat of war by the meaningless notlo
of *'super-power rivalry."

The truth Is the U.S. bases have an aggressive military
purpose. They help fo guide a masslve nuclear submarine
fleet that has the purpose of defending U.S. economlc i
terests around the world.

Australlan capitallsts also have extensive economlc in
terests in the Aslan and Paclfic reglons — in terms of Invest
ments, markets and trade, Ausfralia Is a willing partner Ina
military alllance, symboelised by ANZUS, that has the pur-
pose of defending capitallst exploitation by propping up pro-
Imperlalist and repressive regimes. The Korean and Viet
nam Wars provide enough evidence of this.

The threat of war has not grown In recent years simply
because an out-of-work cowboy actor has run amok In the
White House. Reagan’s war mongering Is designed to help
the U.S. capltallsts Impose severe austerity measures on the
Third World to ensure thefr investments in those countries
and to conquer new markets by foree. The U.S. Imperialists
have never given up the hope of finding a way to restore
capltallsm In the Sovlet Unfon and other soelallst countries

It should never be forgotten that the last Great Depression
ultimately led to World IT. World War II1 could be a nuclear
hollgu“;m with no survivors,

ut if you defend capltalist exploltation In Australia, why
not defend the Interests of Au:t:apuu.n capitalists abroad? In
f‘::le il: :&ul;rg Efg:'llszl ;: dm]nmdv Australlan capltalism Isn’t it
worl
lh; d.llemlma gl ALPuLe“.Itle capltalist system? This Is
consistent antiwar strategy Is also antl-capitalist. It
’,".,:‘;};‘z"{’,‘;e apposition to: uranium mining; the U.S. bases;
alllance; Australian ald to repressive reglmes In
the reglon; and an end to Australla's economic exploltation
of Third World countries. It must also Involve su;;'.\poﬂ for
those who are fighting for natlonal Uberation | 5
countries lik R opraased
P ne EI?SE': Timor, El Salvador and the Phllippines
ang the Midile Easp ) *Avelures fn Central Americs

Because It lacks such a consistent a)
tends to fight Issues In Isol g A AL Let!
tradition f doing deals, 0 | 148 €ome to rely on a

Left parllamentarian Brlan

Howe has
that a pro-uranium mining policy wl‘lrlme“n:leligimt.::;g

Conference by rallylng support fc
;ﬂ; I:igllu:}g of ElxlslEnggccnagacls.o!r‘:rﬁn%?u:h::: mzaeltlwn
aheadF ¥ saylng that Roxby Downs should be given the go-
Such a gutless approach
between the secrellvsil}aetionst[ I"l:’::a.:’llln:’na:nk{“m finL
Itdoes not correspond to the Interests of the labur“my RRpcus.
and it will demoralise the ranks of that mov; ;wement
As long as the Lett tries to play the ilkes of K
Keating and Hayden at thelr own game they will lose ;Wke.
down. It needs to develop a political sirategy that frda
splre confldence and determination in the ranks uhh:an e
ment and mobilise them In collective action, i
And It needs to start now. L

—

foreign policy

Party ranks
oppose U.S. bases

Al best Hawke's June 6 statement to
Parliament on the role of U.S, bases In
Australla can be described as super-
ficlal and misleading. It did nothing to
fulfil the electlon promise to remove the
vell of secrecy that hides the real func-
tion of the installations

Tony Brown

Member Rozelle East (NSW) ALP
Branch and NSW Fublic Service As-
sociation

Even Don Chipp, ex-Minister for the
Navy during the Vietnam War was
prompted to say, “The long awalted
revelation about the U.S. bases Is
pathetic beyond belief. To argue that
these facilities are not military bases Is
a crude and deliberate deception that
should not be tolerated by
Australians.'

Hawke's purpose was, however, to
get In the first shot for the debate that
will be held at July's National
Conference. In so doing he has
provoked the parliamentary Left into
taking a public stand in opposition to his
statement.

Four ministers — Brian Howe,
Stewart West, Tom Uren, and Arthur
Gietzelt — met with Hawke to tell him
that {t was unacceptable to make a
statement to Parllament that had not
even been considered by caucus. This
was made worse by the fact that the
statement had been cleared by the
Reagan administration.

Subsequently, 28 Labor parliamen-

tarians published a critlelsm of the
statement which made two maln
points: Firstly, that Hawke had con-
tradicted official ALP policy by dis-
tingulshing between nuclear weapons
and so-called ‘‘peaceful’’ uses of
nuclear power and by compromising
Australla's soverelgnty; and secondly,
that Hawke had not discussed the state-
ment in any party forum,

The claim by Hawke that the public
would be provided with ‘‘necessary’ in-
formation about the bases was earller
shown to be false In the case of the Nur-
rungar base in South Australia. Nelther
Defence Minister Scholes nor Hawke
even informed Premier Bannon before
approving plans for a $126 million up-
grading of the Nurrungar base. The
public only heard about this when the
National Times got hold of the story

Nurrungar enables communications
between the North Amerlcan Alr
Defence Command and the Strateglc
Air Command which controls B52
squadrons around the world.

In fact all the U.S. bases in Australla
are part of the highly sophisticated U.S.
war machine. North West Cape in
‘Western Australla is an important
tracking station for the U.S. nuclear-
armed submarine fleet In both the
Pacific and Indian Oceans. These sub-
marines carry 5,000 of the estimated
10,000 U.S. nuclear warheads. As well,
North West Cape Is one of only three
facllities in the world with Very Low
Frequency (VLF) transmission
system. Transmissions from North
West Cape were used to direct the min-
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ing of Halphong and other North Viet-
namese ports in 1972,

The Tranet base [n South Australia
and the Omega base In Victorla play
similar roles.

Pine Gap, controlled by the CIA, 1s
able to eavesdrop on Soviet and Chinese
military communications and ntercept
radar, telephone and radio transmis-
sions. It facilitates communications
between agents operating in many
countries and CIA headguarters in
Virginia.

Australia also assists the U.S
military by providing landing rights for
American B52s In Darwin which more
than likely carry nuclear weapons.

Hawke's provocative statement was
something of a gamble and may have
misfired on him. It has certainly en-
sured intense interest in the debate om
the bases at National Conference,

State Conferences in NSW, Northern
Territory, the ACT and South Australia
have all elected firm opponents of
uranium mining I[n the National
Conference delegations and this. will
have an effect on the debate on the
hases.

The South Australian Conference, In-
fluenced by the news that Nurrungar
was to be upgraded and the ongoing
revelations about the Maralinga festing
of nuclear weapons in the 1950s and
1960s, overwhelmingly voted to close
the bases.

The results of the State Conferences
reflect the impact of the massive April
15 disarmament marches. Other ac-
tions, such as the Women for Survival
camp at Pine Gap, have also
strengthened opposition to the bases in-
side the Party

Hawke would not be able to win sup-
port for his statement In any fair and
open debate In any representative ALP
forum. Yet he will probably have the
numbers for a pro-bases policy at
Conference.

1t Is not clear at this stage just what
position the Left will defend at
Conference. In the past their lukewarm
opposition to the bases has allowed the
Right to maintain its open support for
them

At the 1982 Conference, for example,
little effort was put into the debate on
the bases. It, therefore, attracted little
attention in the Party. It has not
been an issue the Left has campalgned
on to build up momentum for the anti-
bases position at Conference.

To a large extent the disarmament
and antli-uranium movements are
pushing the Left towards a stronger line
on the bases. Pressure Is also building
against the ANZUS treaty. The Left
should take advantage of these growing
sentiments to launch a campaign at the
1984 Conference almed at ending
Australia’s involvement In the U.S
military network.

[ =SSN



" Right wins at NSW

‘consensus’ Conf.

The annual NSW ALP Conference
aover the weekend of June 9 to 11 was a
‘affalr. With few exceptlons the
policy debates were characterised by
an clvility and

tion. It was, to quote many delegates, a
“consensus” Conference,

T S R S
Member Forest Lodge (NSW)

And, as a consequence of the con-
sensus bargaining method, major shifts
to the right were traded for minor con-
oesslons to the left, Some of the shifts
were opposed by the Left, but many
were not,

The adoption of a rules revision
repor! resulted in the eurtalling of
democratic participation in the Branch,
State Counell, which met twice a year,
was abolished and its powers were
transferred to either the annual
Conference or the Adminlstrative Comn-

mittee, The Left proposed a second
State Conference in November. Bul the
centralisation process has been a long-

With hlismtolugue
his!mc lfeek planted in

Hawke's June 6 stateme
Parllament on the U S. bueﬁmg
notable for the fact that It contained
nothing that was not already com-
‘mon knowledge. It was checked with
the Reagan Administration but not
with the Labor caucus. Yet Hawke
mﬂ} lhalg t{l:,g g.t!de 0 Say:

regretted that
Previous Government dld not tlh:l(hg
- the necessary effort to see that the
Australian people were properly In-

med.
‘This has helped build up an un-
Warranted mystique about them and
encouraged a tendency In cerfain
zeumnl the media and elsewhere
_um:u.u Nurrungar and Pine Gap
a ll!_l;ﬂﬂnl[ve and provocative

| A Clayton’s uranium

r the Right it will be the pro-
e ‘;:;l have when you

: -uranium X
it will be mepuf;ﬂ
' ¥ou have when you

rMisrepresented

term project of the Right and so this
move falled to break the factional

blocks. .

The real gladiatorial contests of the
Conference came In_the uranium
debate, and debate on E Timor and
the question of banking deregulation
and the entry of foreign banks. With op-
ponents and supporters hissing and
cheering, the heavies of the Right and
Left exchanged accusations, appeals
and insults in a brief returns to the
more usual atmosphere of NSW
Conference debates. But the focus of
each debate was further to the right
than it had been the year before.

The classic example was

¢

the economic debate where the ,.J;%"
Surer:

was set by an address from Trea:

Paul Keating. Keating's speech would
have been a real hit at a Liberal Party
conference. Saying the Government in-
tended fo continue with

Accord was creating a
revolution™ by internationalisin
‘Australlan economy, but there wa. .
‘mention of redistribution of v
The Left took him on over ¢
sgulation. It didn't want an
s) In effect defending a
position for extremely p
Australlan banks. No one dared
tion the idea of nationalising the ba
— a measure that could cre:
jobs and provide funds for in
Iwelfare spending in place of
proposed cufs.
Rightward shifts also took plac
the uranium and foreign policy deh
e only area where the shift
blocked was in industrial relat
where Conference voted for the
mediate implementation of a 31
week for health workers despite o 1
by Premler Wran to set this mant
e

= -%

galn reflected the fact thar in
N members can exert pressure
their offielals, even though most of 1
union delegations are hand-picked. T
key to a significant change in the st
factional line-up of NSW Confere,
obviously to be found in the ranks of
union m

policies, he warned of culs to the ulﬂl::
sector in the coming budgelt{ He
-claimed that the Prices and Incomes

0 . But as long as it ac
cepls the straitjacket of the Prices and
-Incomes Accord the Left will turn it
back om’ this source of strength.

are not having an anti-uranium
olicy.

P
The Left will Insist that uranium
mining must be closed down, but,
well, it will be acceptable to allow
Australian uranium to be added to
the world’s stockpiles for another 10
Years or so and there's no way of
Isalppil:gkthe mining of the world's
Tgest known
DoﬁnsJ. deposit (at Roxby
The Right would like the Par
be & bit more honest about whlayt t[?
stands for, but will accept the com.
promise. Unfortunately the com.
promise is not even neutral. It {s pro:
uranium.

Ungrateful friends

Both Blll Hayden and Bol

have staked their repulall’loﬁnzwﬁ:
winning a good relationship with the
Indonesian generals by dumping
ALP policy on East Timor, But then
the generals goi shi riy about the facy
that Fretilin's Jose Ramos Horta
was allowed to come to Australia
and so they knocked back approval
for a visit to East Timor by Ambas.
saﬁnr ;{av;:lon Dalrymple,

ayden fired off a note 1.
saving this action had cansgg:i';x:
concern and disillusionment’ |
Australla. But he si)) told the

Sydney Morning Herald that it
d be a mistake for the ALP
"llonnl Conference to adopt a
igid policy™ on East Timor,
those ungrateful generals do
not reallse is that Hayden and
Hawke have 10 be a litile careful
about how they overturn policy
Tonml):]m doing their best but the ban
= r,;_nnpre will set back their

Keating in left lane?
At the NSW Conference
Paul Keating seized a .rﬂejz;(};;gf

tunity to gu
nents on mﬂﬁl_‘ Farty oppo-

fact that “left-wingers'
1o the defenumm:hmg
against those nasty fory e
he _::3::1 twdlllh Breat flourish;
al does the Government oy,
orgaj H
ANZ Doyt 18 Westpac or e
This is, of cou Ppure
Keating's part rg’cnhl'! ,P::mln n
Question can be posed ggm:lr'e
any number of companies ?nns
recelve lucrative EOVernmeny ot
sidies. But he could not resiy
plolting an obvious Wweakness J; fu
position of those who want to dr,
some distinetion between Ayg o
capltalists and forelgn L‘apjtalllll.m

'

&

" Inamajor setback for the Hawke fac-
n In Federal Parllament, the Vie-
srlan State Conference voted decislve-

agalnst approving afflllatlon applica-
jons from four unions Influenced by the
Natlonal Civic Council and Its splinter
- group the Industrial Actlon Front.

' Paul White
'ggcretary Flemington (Vic) ALP

e

ranch. Sub-branch secretary ACOA

Hawke's factlon In Victoria, Labor

 Unity, had Invited the unlons to apply
" for affillation in an effort to undermine
glle domlnant position of the Soclallst
‘Left factlon. But too many people In
Viclorla remember what people as-
soclated with these unlons did to the
Branch in the bitter split in the 1950s
‘and In supporting non-Labor govern-
ments ever since.

The special commlittee to investigate
the applications, set up at a State
Conference in March, was flooded with
submissions and resolutlons urging that
they be kept out. In all, 151 Branches
and other bodles opposed affillatlon
while only 10 came out in support.

Former NCC members Davld Grissen
and Rosemary Glllesple gave cruclal
evidence on the role of the leaders of the
unlons involved.

The final votes were as follows:

Federated Clerks Unlon — 289 to 140
against.

Shop Distributlve and Allled In-
dustries’ Employees Assoclation — 285
to 154 agalnst.

Federated Ironworkers Assoclation
— 270 to 142 agalnst.

Assoclated Soclety of Carpenters and
Jolners — 271 to 133 agalnst

Thus the votes agalnst were larger
and more consistent than had been ex-
pected. Before the Conference there
had been some speculatlon about a pos-
sible compromlise deal, whereby the
two smaller unions — the FIA and
Carpenters and Jolners — might be al-
lowed In. But the mood of Conference
was uncompromising.

The speclal committee had split 5-5
on 1ts recommendation. Labor Unity
representatives, who Included ACTU
vice-president Simon Crean, claimed
that a party based on the unions had no
right to exclude any unlons that were
affillated to Trades Hall and the ACTU.

‘Major setback for Hawke

But the Conference was obviously more
Impressed with the argument that those
who have consclously campalgned
agalnst Labor have no place In the
Labor Party.

Elizabeth Calwell, daughter of
Arthur Calwell, sald that those who do
not know the past are condemned to
repeat It.

Conference also Issued a warning
against Federal Interventlon by calling
on all Pariy bodles to respect the
democratic declsion of the Victorlan
delegates. Earller In the year Natlonal
Executlve spit 9-9 on a motlon to In-
tervene on behalf of the unions seeking
affillation, with the decisive vote
against Intervention beilng that of
Senator Don Grimes.

Grimes 18 not prepared to say that he
will vote against any new move to In-
tervene. But the strength of the
Conference vote makes it clear an in-
tervention would result In a bloody
flght. Hawke's factlonal manoeuvres
have struck a brick wall In Victoria.

Bannon has rough ride at
SA Conference

‘The first thing one came across when
‘approaching Trades Hall for the open-
ing of South Australla's ALP State
Conference on June 8 was rank-and-file
'members handing out a leaflet calllng

| onboth Federal and State Governments

to stick to official ALP polley and op-

~ pose uranium mining.
o

~ Roque Grillo
‘Member Adelaide Sub-Branch South
“Australian Young Labor

The following morning 2000 people
marched on Trades Hall calling for an
end fo the mining at Roxby Downs.

ALP members took part in the
march, It was obylous uranium would
be a controverslal Issue.

The actual uranjum debate took place
on the morning of the last day of
Conference. A motion calling for the
phasing out of the Industry was
Ppresented. But then Premler John Ban-
non stepped down from the officlal plat-
form to move an amendment which
would exempt Roxby Downs from the
polley.
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As Bannon spoke, a group of
members unfurled a banner proclaim-
Ing “Labor Against Uranium' but
Party officlals were qulck fo order the
banner taken down.

While anti-uranium speakers
presented the facts concerning the
dangers of nuclear power and its con-
tribution to the proliferation of nuclear
weapons, Bannon simply relled on the
assertion that the blocking of Roxby
Downs would result in the replacement
of the Labor Government by a Liberal
Government that would ““open other
mines, start an enrichment Industry
and make SA a dumping ground for
nuclear waste."

A speaker agalinst Bannon's amend-
ment summed up the feelings of many
by saying there was no point having a
Labor Government If it was going to im-
plement Liberal policles. But no one
really took up the challenge to falk
about what kind of Job-creating policles
Labor could implement instead of ap-
proving Roxby Downs.

At the end of 90 minutes of debate the
vote was taken with Bannon's amend-
ment winning by 132 to 76,

A number of policy motlons adopted
at Conference will cause concern to
both the Bannon and Hawke Govern-
ments. In particular, a motion calling
for the closing down of all U.S. Installa-
tions that have direct or Indirect
military functions runs directly counter
to the polleles of both Governments.
This motlon was adopted by a two to
one majority.

A motlon calling on the Federal,
Government to set up, within slx weeks,
a full and independent public Inquiry
into the British nuclear weapons tests
at Maralinga during the 1950s and 13605
caught Bannon off guard and sent him
searching through the rule books for a
provision that eould annul the mation.
He failed.

A motion on Nicaragua called on the
Federal Government to support the
electoral process taking place there
and to provide ald and interest-free
loans. Other good forelgn pollcy mo-
tlons concerned the situations In South
Afrlca, East Timor and Irlan Jaya.

A motlon calling for the abolition of
ASIO was carrled without dissent.

Mick Young and State Secrelary
Chrls Schacht tried to prevent the adop-
tion of a motion opposing the affiliation
of four right-wing unlons In Vietoria.
But thelr amendment was defeated,



Tasmania

A declslon by Justice Wilcox of the
Federal Court — to declare the
mt:]woé;uﬂmﬂmmmmm
Metals, ndry and Shipwrights
Unlon delegates to ALP bodles il-
legal — represents unwarranted In-
ll:rfer!ne! In the affalrs of the

arty,

Wiicox ruled In favour of an ap-
peal by right-winger Geotf Adams
who defeafed a Left incumbent for
the position of AMFSU State
secrefary last year. The declslon
was Immediately welcomed by Rod
Kelly whose efforts to win a
position In the AMFSU have
recelved the support of the Natlonal
Clvic Councll. Kelly sald 1t would
help his campaign to defeat AMFSU
National Secretary Jack Kidd later
this year,

While It Is true that unions should
Stick fo thelr rules on the election of
delegates to ALP bodles, court In-
terference in the affalrs of the
labour movement cannot be
folerated. The decision obviously
has serlous Implications for all State
Branches of the Party.

Victoria

The Victorian Young Labor
Conference in Melbourne on the
weekend of June 2 and 3 was at.
lEEgEd by 150 delegates.

me good forelgn polley motfons
were passed — including support for
striking British miners and for
#Efﬂ;glﬂn sm&gles In Lebanon, the

nes, i
e niral Amerjca and
Despite opposition from L
ah

Unity members, Conteren::
overwhelmingly passed motlons
which called for the complete bann.

bases and for the 1
Mgzr?: i e ermination of the
onierence also eame out stroj

lAhg;-.alfm:r the proposed amuatlmngg

our Natlonal Cjvie Counell in-
fluenced unfons. As EXpected, the
debate on this was heateq, Rign!.
‘np"l:g'!_n]i L;{almed the “extreme Jeft
r!ghel‘.’ s tolerated so Why not the

Lelt-wing speakers polnteq
:Il:’t?:_Meru of left-wing unjons l:::;
S called for a vote for the
i ‘als and that this should be the
Viding line. The majority of

delegates Supported this view,
mﬂm Was considerable debate
‘Ccounterposed motions on the

Hawke Government's Prices and In-
Accord. A motlon from Labor
Unlty representatives pralsed the
Accord, but a motlon from Leesa
Doughney of Braybrook Branch op-
posed |,

Lefi-wing delegates proposed
amendments to the pro-Accord mo-
tion to delete the most lavish pralse
for the Hawke Government but to re-
taln a commlitment to the Accord.
These delegates suggested there are
many problems with the Accord but
it remalns necessary to fight for Its
positive aspects since It Is “all we
have got.” Thelr

—_ Around the Branches ——

and Ryan lost, so0 the Executive
mains deadlocked on vital questions

The ACT Branch also elected 1y,
opponents of uranlum mining
Mary Bluer and John Langmore
to National Conference. In 1982 1.
delegates were Ros Kelly and Ma,
Roblnson and Kelly voted for tp,
Hogg amendment to water down op-
position to uranfum.

A motlon calling for the phasing
out of uranium mining was adopted
by 108 to 13.

Former Minister for Immigration
in the Whitlam Government ang
long-tI Commisstoner for Com.

accepted by Laber Unity,

By contrast Doughney argued:
“Yes the Accord does provide a
framework — It Is one which does In-
deed redisiribute wealth; but away
from workers towards empl 5
... This Is the undermngm
ture of the Accord. Anything else Is
superfluous.’"

Her motlon called for: full,
automatic wage Indexation based on
an Index that truly refleets price
rises; a program of extenslve public
works to create more jobs: a living
wage for all pensioners, the un-
employed and all disadvantaged
Persons in the communlty; atax on
caplial galns and other wealth taxes
to tinance such reforms,

This motion lost by only 20 votes.

The elections for the 11 positions
on the State Branch's youth policy
committee reflected the dominance
of the Left at the Conference

Soc/alist Left candidates won seven
spats, Labor Unity four, while sup-
porters of Premler John Caln’s
;.:depzndent factlon didn't get a look

Australian
Capital
Territory

The Leit succeeded In wardin
right-wing advances in the §E$
Branch of the Party at Its
Ccil:llx:;;ence n;| J:ue 16 and 17.

€ cruclal ballot for a po:
on the Natlonal Executive, lh% E’ettl:"z
élanry Lawrence defeated Senator
usan Ryan by 80 votes to 56, Follow-
Ing the defeat of a Left delegate in
Tasmania ipn May, Hawke and his
supporters were hoplng that yie.
torles for Ryan In the ACT and by a
right winger In the Northern Ter.
;Ltury Would consolidate the|y
NTII':JB:ﬂnce of the Executive, Buf the
anch returned a Left delegate

munity Relatlons Al Grassby fajled
in his bld to win presidency of the
ACT Branch. The position was won
for the Left by the Assistant
Secretary of the Administrative and
Clerleal Offleers Assoclation Davig
Wedgewood. Grassby became junior
viee-president after the operation of
affirmative actlon principles gave
the vice-president position to Sue
Craven.

Northern
Territory

The annual Conference of the
Northern Territory Branch
Produced some surprise results for
the Hawke Government. Branch
Secretary Dennis Elliott won the bal-
Iot for a position on the Natjonal Ex.
ecutlve left vacant since the resigna-
ﬂntﬁ:r]:fr ;n. ﬂ|7 ye:r of Bob Collins
= abor leader |
Legllative Assembly, |

At Conference Ellioit voted for a
resolution from the Nighteliit
Branch calling for & ban on new
;’.:lllxlum mines and the phasing out
:’ € Industry by 1995, This motion

as ed by 34 to 32, Elliott also

munities Inta acceptin,
thelr land. When pe heE-lTnguEEb«uag
le::jden however, he swliched sides
ane at the 1982 Natlonal Conferen,
illrppﬂrlﬁd the H; amendmel::le
ter Labor falled dism, n
Legislatjve Assembly elec:i:rﬁylal::
December Colling branded the
nents of uranium mining as "E%?i-
tascists.” He has made I clear h
will Ivote for the Strongest E
uranium pollcy put fo; B
Natlonal Conference, Teshahie

. tasmania

?J obs at
‘stake in

rational-
isation

" The shake-up in Tasmanian shipping
puts Inte question the future of the
Government-owned Ausiralian
National Line. This in turn threatens
imassive job losses in the maritime in-
dustry in this State.

Lou-Anne Barker
Member Emu Bay (Tas) ALP Branch

Brambles — the huge trucking and
freight forwarding company — has
moved into the Bass Strait run. It has
entered a joint venture with the State-
owned Tasmanian Shipping. And, with
its ability to co-ordinate shipping and
trucking to arrange a door-fo-door ser-
vice, it looks like establishing a
monaopoly on the Burnie port.

The P&0 company has been
operating out of Burnle but will
probably move to Bell Bay (near
Launceston) to accommodate Bram
bles. This will put P&O into competition
With TNT and the latter has made it
clear that if its trade suffers it will pull
oul of Hobart to concentrate its efforts
at Bell Bay.

If TNT pulls out of Hobart the future
of the Hobart port will be in doubt and
hundreds of waterside workers could
lose their fbs

The northern ports of Devonport and
Stanley are also threatened with
elosure. And many truckies could be
replaced when Brambles brings In its
own fleet. At the same time, the closure
of the Hobart port could result in truck
congestion on Tasmanian roads.

There has been a lot of opposition
from Stanley residents to the reduction
In the operation of the Straitsman — a
vessel owned and operated by ANL.
Three public meetings have been held
and the Stanley Waterside Workers
Federation has banned all Brambles
cargo and equipment in retaliation

Stanley is located on Circular Head
and the Master Warden of the Circular
Head Marine Board Merv House has
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clalmed that, In entering a Jolnt venture
with Brambles, the Tasmanian Govern-
ment has been the victim of a “'huge
confidence trick.” He explained; "For
a short term benefit they have paved
the way for a monopoly takeover of
Bass Strait shipplng."

Another warden at Circular Head,
Couneillor O'Halloran, described the
Brogan report which led to the deal
with Brambles as “'a waste of time and
money." He added **I've never vet seen
4 government inquiry that didn't favour
the government.’

It is not really surprising that a
Liberal State Government should make
such a deal with Brambles, even if does
threaten the future of the Government
shipping line. But the real scandal that
has emerged is the fact that the Hawke
Government appointed three top Bram-
bles executives to run ANL only five or
six months ago. The decision to move in
on Tasmanian shipping came soon
afterwards.

Stanley wharfies protest closure of
Straitsman

To get a licence from the Federal
Government to bring a new ship info
operation, Brambles had to find an
operating ship to replace. So it went
into a consortium with Tasmanian Ship-
ping in order to replace the Straltsman.

Federal Transport Minister Peter
Morris approved the licence so that
Brambles could “investigate its poten-
tial.” He claimed he wasn't giving a
green light for the company.

And now the deal is done, the Federal
Government is claiming that nothing
can be done to stop the takeover.

The new ship Brambles will introduce
in place of the Straitsman is so large
(260 container units} that it will not be
able to do the same run, The Straitsman
shipped daily, whether full or not,
across Bass Strail and serviced the
smaller porits of Stanley and King
Island

Morris still had the opportunity to
cancel Brambles® licence when he saw
what was happening. But he didn't

The State Government has said the
Brambles deal will force ANL to
become more competitive. And Hawke
has said a recent grant of 390 milllon to
ANL should ensure this

But, as a public enterprise designed
to supplement and not compete with
private enterprise, ANL has the charter
of servicing the least profitable runs. If
the Hawke Government was prepared
to let it operate on more lucrative
routes and to co-ordinate its operatlons
with trucking and rail links, it would be
able to defeat Brambles and all the
other competitors.

However, ANL already faces han-
dicaps imposed by State and Federal
Labor Governments, For example, the
last Tasmanian Labor Government
almost eliminated the State's rail
network, thus giving a natural com-
petitive advantage for companies with
both shipping and trucking operations
like TNT and Erambles.

The Hawke Government has imposed
the blatant handicap of placing ex-
ecutive members of one of ANL's main
rivals on Its board. These people have a
primary loyalty to Brambles and they
are hardly likely to advocate the expan-
sion of nationalised shipping.

The Tasmanian Trades and Labor
Council has also done nothing to protect
the jobs of those involved in the shipp
ing industry. In fact, a leading
representative of the TTLC, Paul Len
non, made a publie statement the day
before the Brambles deal was an-
nounced to say he supported the
rationalisation of the shipping industry.
He claimed this would mean greater ef
ficiency and protect jobs in the long
term.

Lennon's sfatement was made on
behalf of the TTLC but the Hobart
Waterside Workers Federalion was not
consulted.

The whaole Ausiralian shipping in-
dustry is in crisis and requires decisive
Government (ntervention, Instead of al
lowing a further deterioration, the
Hawke Government could step In, place
orders for new ships at places like
Sydney's Cockatoo Island and build up
ANL. Ship repair yards could be bullt in
Tasmania.

Only last year the Soviet Union of
fered 1o build a ship repair yard at .
Margate, near Hobart, in a joint ven-
ture with the Tasmanian Government.
But, not surprisingly, the Liberal State
Government refused the offer. The
Hawke Government should have over
ruled the State Government to ensure
the project went ahead.

Unforrunately the Hawke Govern-
ment has displayved more interest in the
profits of Brambles and its like than in
the jobs of Tasmanian workers and the
future of ANL
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National Conference '84

The need for Party

‘have been eased If a Conference had been convened
‘months after the election of the Hawke Government to
ppportunity for debate on the Government's proposed

resources to come up with the pollcles and tactics that will
have the consclous support of the majority of the ranks?
Hawke and hls supporters want to bulld the Kind of
dominating faction In the national sphere as exists In the
NSW Branch. Anyone who has ohserved a NSW Conference
will agree that It 1s anything but democratic. Row upon row
of mainly middle-aged men sit stony-faced untll given the

thermore, a Natlonal Executlve elected by a broad
irepresentative National Conference would have the
jty to deal wlth problems assoclated with Im-

democracy

This Is the fifth and final part In a serles of articles ex-
amining issues to be debated at the July National
Conference, The first four have examined forelgn policy is-
sues; uranium mining, U.S, hases and ANZUS; pay-offs for
wage restralnt In the Prices and Incomes Accord; and
general economic strategies.

usly to oppose harmful

policies, like the Prices and Incomes Accord, and to fight to

replace them with policles that will improve living stan-
dards for working people. But it Is one thing to win the adop-

tlon of progressive policies and guite another to have them

Implemented. The following article looks at some of the -hi
o

with the adoption and implementation of policy at a nationa|
level and, for that reason, it can only look at a couple of
cts of the necessary reforms.

As Indicated above, a major obstacle to the implemenia
tlon of pollcy has beeu?hz tradition of Independence for the
parliamentarians. This problem has to be the starting point
‘because there Is simply no way around it. If the electeqd
representatives of the Party retaln the Independence to do
what they please, the rest of the Party siructure amounts 1o
little more than an advisory councll and a machine for runn
Ing election campalgns. In effect, the labour movement has
no more control over the politieal party It constructed and
than the bosses and top public servants who glve

stacles that stand in the way of the
progressive Party policies,

The election of a Federal Labor Government In March
1983 was a blg victory for working people. At last the hated
Fraser Government had been tossed out and Labor had
emerged from political wilderness.

Martin Tuck
Member Livingstone (NSW) ALP Branch

the parliamentarlans different advice.

All the State Branches have mechanisms for preselecting
parllamentary candidates. There should also be procedures
to enable the Party ranks to recall those parllameniarl
who do not ote and seek to implement Party policy
Party should have the right to put forward whichever can
didate It belleves will represent Its interests.

Once the parllamentarlans are brought Into line the next
problem s to construct the sort of policy-making bodies that

But within days the actions of the Hawke Government
began to dash hopes of slgnificant changes. Sixteen months
later Hawke contlnues fo recelve the billing of a medla
superstar, but more and more members of the Party
Branches and atflllated unions are

would represent the ranks of the labour movement

and meet often enough to keep policies up to date. National
ce does nelther of these.

The present constitution of the National Conference was

:hd:p!ad at a speclal Natlonal Conference in 1981, Unti] then

about the performance of the Labor Govi

had simply consisted of six

In its period In office the Labor Government has fafled to
dellver on & number of key electlon promises — Including
some that could easlly have been implemented like the
repeal of antl-unfon legislation and taxation reform. Early
ncﬂotn;x:’the:e'gmd have glven heart to the labour move-
men! sel the scene for the Implementat
polley on a wide range of Issues. x e

But Instead the Government has chosen to continue many
of the programs and policles of the Fraser Government and,
In doing so, It has turned its back on the Party pllt!nrm'
Many of its actlons have directly opposed the terms and
ﬂmum‘;fr Pnrw:pol.:cy — particularly In areas such

anning, forel pectfl
lu‘:‘ntfhl;rnnl\lm S lgn policy and on the s e 1s-
forthcoming Conference Government minlsters
(b;e;):lm Interested in bringing Party policy into line \:ﬂ:
mh:“;mn!m practice than finding out what policies the
movement wants to see Implemented,
The ability of Labor parllamentarians to turn thelr back
g::uin‘rﬁn Tg.%yo h;s I:eennan historical problem for the
r Party. Fights ove
developed from the Iimey(he Ngsw ‘I‘rﬂdre:hlilsd Eﬁuucwu“n“:ﬂ
decided 10 tleld Parllamentary candidates in 1891,
Against stern and, at dtlmes heated, resistance the
managed to assert thefr Indej
a’nthnugh the fight over conseription In World erl;e:b?amem

! the raﬂh had niot abandoned the fight, The mass move-
:llm that ped around the Units (n NSW

he early 1930s represented the most concerted etfort yet

g.etn to demand the implementation of a soclalist program
{hroughout the history of the Party there have beep
iﬁt:hu:er the lmplemgmltlllan of partleular policles,
Problem requires a lot of ati
The structures and practices of the Party nea;!glu:é
reviewed and shaken up from the bottom up, However, this
i with particular problems assoclated

ves from each State plus a delegation from the
federal parllamentary caucus. iy ’ i

‘The expansion of the Conference to 99 delegates was ob-
viously an Impr . Branch are now
welghted according to the size of the Branches and affir
matlve actlon guldelines were adopted to ensure that at

23 per cent of the delegates are women.

However, the 1981 Conference rejected a proposal from &
Natlonal Committee of Inquiry which would have expanded
Conference to 310 delegates with delegations elected directly
from attiifated unlons and from the broader Branch siruc.
fure. This would have created a conference more like the an-
nual conference of the British Labour Party,
r.At'z‘_ll Is the delegntlluu: to Contei'enc’e are elected at State

e actlons simply divide uj
5‘:1%:“1'% positions. Federal parllamen(a?lins do n-l]f.
o nale procedings to the extent they did before the 1951
anges, but Lh;g; m“stll:l usurfd of a high level of

P! B par] eadership makes up a
:Fr:"b::_!og'l?htlnn and each State Branch cpan appoml: a

e delegates who are invariably parllamentarians.
Mot ers dominate the presentation of policy reports
lwﬂnn: ]nl dispute are often resolved between competing
Fits n the Federal caucus before reaching Conference.
e ;'Elé:e Is held in the ballroom of the most exclusive

In Canberra where the parliamentarlans feel quite at

Obviously a much lar,
ger Conference with delegations
t!nl:::gdbby the ranks of atfiliated unlons and by Feder%l. elec-
odles would be far more demacratic, It should also
ﬁﬁmﬂ‘&"‘.’ﬂ'@’ haslls and there should be a mechanism
speclal Conferences to be hy .
quest of the constituent bodles. Flf

of the arguments ministers use for Ignoring Party/

pollcles 15 that they have become outdated. Cer

- Certalnl
of the policles adopted in July 1982, and mrmulateg Il::l::g
months before that, have become dated, But this problem

ting Party strategy. The present Natlonal Executive
ated by Party officers and factlon leaders and
ally restricts itself to machinery matters. It s seen as
diary to the Federal caucus and nof a superlor body
Ing figures In the Hawke Government would obvlous-
tht tooth and nall against any atternpt to broaden Party
¢racy and impose Party discipline over the actlons of
Government. In fact, they are already attempting to
centrallse the power of the dominant Individuals.
fhe whole notlon of caucusing is one that Is consclously
sed by those In a position of domlnance and, for that
on, It is widely misunderstood
ere are obvlously Important functions of a parliamen-
gaucus. It Is the place where all the parllamentarians
participate In debates about parllamentary strategy
and the Implementation of policy. Once decislons are made
i caucus the Labor parllamentarians can present a unlted
1 el.npuhlic forums, including Parliament, and act In a dis-
piplined fashion. Such unity In actlon Is an elementary
t of Party democracy — a mechanism for ensuring the
plementation of collective declsions.
But It would clearly be a violation of Party democracy it
elected representatives were to be held to caucus posl-
s within the Internal forums of the Party, as Bob Hawke
5 sed. It Is essentlal that Internal Party Conferences
rovide opportunities for free and open discusslon of differ-
ng views. How else can the Party draw on lts collective

Laber Militant, July 1884

NSW State Conference. Move to abolish State Council took centralisation process a step further,

order by their factlon leaders to ralse their hands,

Both the right and ‘left-wing' Steering Committee fac-

tlons In the NSW Branch devise thelr strategles at top-level
meetings and pass the Instructions down to the caucuses of
delegations from rival unions and from Branch structures,
Debates are like set-plece moves with the votes varying lit-
tle from one Issue o another.

The NSW Branch shows the end result of rigld fac-

tlonallsm and caucusing gone wild. The growth of this
cancer could leave the Party with a terminal condltion.

Hawke has run Into conslderable opposition to his plan to

Introduce ‘'caucus solldarity’’ but he has implemented

“Cabinet solidarity'" within caucus. The effect of this came
to & head when Stewart West resigned form Cabinet over the
uranium Issue, But when West went back into Cabinet under
Hawke’s terms the latter had scored a major victory.
Even within Cabinet Hawke has bullt a "kitchen cabinet'
to further centralise the real decislon-making. A good exam-
ple of this centralisation process was provided by Hawke's
statement to Parllament on U.S. bases — a major pollcy
question that was submitted to neither Cabinet nor caucus
(although It was cleared with the Reagan administration).
There Is also now speculation that Hawke and his sup-
porters will move to downgrade National Conference. An ar-
ticle In the June 15 Financlal Review suggested that
Continued on page 16




south-east asia

By John Spragens Jr

The following article Is reprinted from the May 30 issue of
the U.S, —an radieal . The
author vislted Kampuchea in December 1983. It has been
slightly abbreviated.

In Kampuchea these days officlals speak of “‘rebirth".
City streets bustle, filled with bicycles and a surprising
number of motorcycles. The contrast with the years of Pol
Pot's Der Ki Govi when the citles
were nearly deserted, Is striking. This past January iraffic
:i;nnals w;re ;Ingmj at a number of Phnom Penh's street

ers, dressing the city up for the fifth
ouster of Pol Pot. i ERe e
But Kampuchea's recovery 1s tentative, at the mercy of
the weather and of forelgn assistance. As a result of
droughts followed by floods during last year's growing
season, the country faces a major shortfall in rice, the staple
food. Prospects for Internatlonal ald appear poor. The
couniry may be hungrier than it has been since 1979. That
was the year production was disrupted, In the wake of the
;j;r::-mmese invasion, as people returned to their old homes
T e y farming of the Pol Pot
““We certainly will encounter diffic &,
ultles,”” Forel,
ﬁl:fsll:ram: Sen said in a recent Phnom Penh Inteur::ei'n
=, "m;i:y” ase we will not allow our population to dle of
The country's transportation network i
Is probably bette:
g;nhlt was In 1979, and this may make It possible Ilg'sprea;
o dunger around more evenly than in 1979. But the UN
d:fc:ﬂ:ngtﬁglical]lomf Organlsation has estimated the rice
i ons, at a minimum. Go
?3:;::]1”:]:]2“? “;;to%;u rellef workers say the ne‘el;rr'rl:r:; Tri
eT to 300,000 tons. These figures are calcul,
the basls of a bare survival ratlon f izt
tmated 7.2 million people. If th o e L RE e
fort, bels will be o AE e cpper s e el
yond the Immediate need for food, Kam
ﬁ:’ﬂ\llni A::enr;’a%ep ai technical workers and mg;;:;::s(.—;‘(;g;‘;
ol Pot years or fn t ;
w:r'ﬁeollgl:.’rzﬂave fled the coul;t:;: P
ture Ministry, for example, ha:
:Eﬁ:;:r !mroduc:vinew crops or iar?nlﬁg r:en‘;;;s;eréfn:g
ers cope with disasters. Before the Pol Py .
::;nz:ellrlis;% :J.Iﬂlclal dsald, there were lwuag;‘cﬁi:;gi
ousands of techniclans. In 1979, onl:
Tsngmeﬁ.-rs could be found. Similar shortages e'xiglyi u}ven
orles n;dfovemmenl offices. e
Kampuchea also needs assistance re
storl; ¢
J:n:::;\f Iis irrigation system and its few f!rllll:élr ;lnail:x
e r::jrgr!;:?ell"rlfe production is to rise, i
ntial source for such devs
(lﬂ:;'gjpﬂl training Is the UN Develulﬂ:gﬂegﬁd aug
b byl The Kampuchean seat at the UN, however IE-ra:!rH
Wemmul)ernl ;:cralic Kampuchea — now the Crﬁl]i Ho!
i !nﬂluden Democratic Kampuchea, a tenuous .'¢1Lllm1cn
e S:ET‘OIIDB led by Prince Norodom Sihanouk ang
= e a former Sthanouk-era prime minjster, as
Crder 10U, commonly tagged the Khmer Fiie
i e al e g foceal :l;:nsemly resolutions calllng
the kinds of & e Penﬂ m‘_ayotmr::é:;

natlons — only rellef
e ald. So there are no UNDP programs In

Except f ¢
e &m:.gsi?g'f mtrgir;cgn?s:!siance during the food
2:? ?nl no aid to Phnom Penh a.nd”moa‘l’:f;?;u“' b
20 agalnst Kampuchea, The embargo sa?mt;ade i,
§ even

private U.S, relief Eroups, which are not allowed fo send ald
ald

which moves beyond e; ency af
me,
i et ; reency ald into the category of

Vietnamese leaders hay,

;:rublem as Chinese hos!lmye;u\siiga:{l‘m:;e ']‘?M W
D?m":c? '?stho reason for Chinese ald .'m Eg‘,;ite ln!"
IAEt aetes ot bl v
ng of =

g:‘[alllg' j}rovuked the VIe[nameseglnva;?:‘evrhj:;:?ghlWhlcn
relerredalll“?;y 1579, And the Vietnamese haye h'pep ﬁd i
e © the continued activity of guerrillas nnq ol
command as parl of the “'Chinese threat" :::ﬂﬁsnel

[

Kampuchea, Decernber 1983. Top: A country road
in Kempong Cham province. Botton; Education
back to normal. in Kompang .Cham

" China is the maln source of arms and other support for the

DK forces.
Vietnam has, In the past, sald that the key to stabillty in

Eoutheast Asia Is an end to the Chinese threat — both in
Kampuchea and along the China-Vietnam border, where
tenslons recently rose again. U.S intelligence sources es-
timate that as many as three-quarters of a million Viet-
namese regular and militia troops may be tled down on the
northern frontier, facing a simllarly high number of Chinese
troops.
When Vietnamese forces in Kampuchea, now estimated at
160,000, step up thelr attacks on the resistance coalltion,
Vietnam China border tenslons rise. The jmplied threat Is
that China could again strike across the border as it did In
early 1979, just after Vietnamese troops marched Into Kam-
puchea.
Vietnam and Its allies in Phnom Penh have also sald that
any negotiations on Kampuched should be more broadly
defined as negotiations on the securlty situatlon In all of
Southeast Asia, Such an approach would mean talking about
U.S. bases In the Philippines and Australian advlsers in
Malaysia as well as Vietnamese troops in Kampuchea.

Laber Miliinnt, July 1864

iconstructs

The non-commumst governments in the Assoclation ol
Southeast Asian Natlons (ASEAN) — Thalland, Singapore,
Malaysia, Indonesia and the Philippines (recently joined by
Brunel) — have Insisted on a narrower focus on Kam-
puchea. Last September, they issued a 6-point outline of
thelr proposal for a settlement. It called for an end to “'all In-
terference, direct or indirect, in the Internal affairs of Kam
puchea,’ for Internationally supervised elections and for
partial withdrawals of Vielnamese troops on a “territorial
basis,” beginning in western Kampuchea, 1o be replaced by
peacekeeping forces.

A key element in the ASEAN posltion has been the expres-
sed view — stated especially sharply by Thalland — that
Vietnam is an expansionist power, and that if Vietnamese
forces are not withdrawn from Kampuchea, they will pose a
threat to Thailand and other countries in the reglon.

General Benny Murdanl, Indonesia’s armed forces com
mander, made waves twice in recent months, however, by
saying that Vietnam does not present a military threat to
other Southeast Asian nations. “Vietnam by Itself Is quite
poor,'’ Murdan Is reparted to have told a meeting of Indone-
glan officlals in mid-March, “and practically lacks the
ability to attack other countrles.”

Murdani's views are said to be supported by Indoneslia’s
military establishment, and he retains the confidence of
President Suharto. His views also mesh well with those ex-
pressed by Jusuf Wandanl, director of a Jakarta think tank
with close Government ties. In the meeting w 1th Vietnamese
counterparts in Hanol, he expressed a fear that Vietnam
would become solely dependent on the Soviet Unlon. More
generally, he said It was not deslrable for any great power to
become too influential in Southeast Asla

Murdani sketched a scenarlo which underscored the need
to prevent the Khmer Rouge from returning to power. He
suggested that inftial negotiations on Kampuchea could be
handled by Vietnam, Laos and the ASEAN nations, with the

major powers called in later to support the reglonal agree-
ment.

1f Vietnam Is now willing to resolve Kampuchea Issues in-
dependently of other regional security guestions as it has In-
dicated, this represents a more flexible approach than in the
past. So does the formulation which talks directly about Pol
Pot and other antl-Vietnamese resistance forces rather than
simply making reference to an amorphous *'Chinese
threat."”

But serious sticking points remain. For one, it seems un-
likely that China would look fondly on an attempt to remove
“pol Pot and his assoclates” from the stage or fo dissolve
their political and military organisation. Similarly, ASEAN
would probably have problems with the dissolution of the
two non-communist anti-Vietnamese resistance groups, led
by Sihanouk and by Son Sann.

Kampuchea has endured this International deadlock for
more than five years now and can probably tolerate it for an
indefinite period If necessary. But the lack of a polltical set-
tlement cuts the coumtry off from some kinds of assistance
which could make a marked improvement In the life of its
people

On the ground, at the beginning of the maln rice harvest,
the situation did not feel so bleak. Phnom Penh was bustling
with bicycles and motoreycles. Schoolchildren were alert
and enthuslastic. Farmers took time out from harvesting
and threshing for a drink of coconut julce or palm wine. But
the underlying problems are complicated enough to ensure
that Kampuchea will have a difficult time even feeding itself
for some years.
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There are a great many parallels that can be drawn
between the current ‘‘recession' and the Great Depres-
sion of the 1930s the depth of the crisis; the degree
and perseverance of long-term unemployment; the
devastating social consequences for working people — to
mention a few

One of the most important, and sadly most disturbing,
parallels is the response of the leaders of the labour
movement, both ALP parliamentarians and trade union
officials

_‘I he October 1929 election of the Federal Scullin Labor
Government, after years of conservative Bruce-Page ad-
ministration, was greeted with much the same elation as
that which surrounded the 1983 Hawke Lahor victory after
seven years of Fraser,

True, there was less charisma and more politics in Seul-
lin's victory — the “Red Flag" and *“Solidarity Forever'
Were sung

Reihana Mohideen
Member Braybrook (Vic) ALP Branch

Scullin wasn't billed as “Bringing Australia Together";
rather he offered working people a crash course In economic
body-building — “Before: Bruce-Page Government, After:
Labor Government-prosperity.” So the ALP posters went
anyway

Within a month came the Great Wall Street Crash that
signalled the onset of the Depression and unemployment,
already 11 per cent (it had averaged 10 per cent between
1922 and 29) spiralled: 19 per cent In 1930; 27 per cent in 1931,
and 29 per cent in 1932

What had happened to Scullln's ‘‘prosperity”? In brief,
ALP leaders had no comprehension that the crisis had s
origins In the failings of the capitalist system. When it came
to the crunch the Scullin leadership could only defend work-
ing people or the capltallst class. Scullin chose the | ¥,

In a move that today would delight the likes of NSW Vehl-
cle Bullders Employees Federation secretary Joe
Thompson, Scullin cut immigration to defend jobs

He then increased protection for Australian manufactur-
ing, a measure that recelved whole-hearted suppori from
the ACTU which called for “protection to the point of
prohibitlon'" of goods that could be manufactured In
Australla.

The problem here was that protectionism only exacer-
bated an existing crisis of overproduction by strangling
world trade. Especiauy alier the passage of the Aprll 1330
Hooley-Smoot tariff law in the United States, protectionism
rocketed. The world entered a devastating trade war.

As a result, in the two years to January 1933, world frade
slumped by two-thirds. Australlan trade heavils dependent
on wool and wheat exports, fell by 60 per cent. {While the
debate about protectionism continues In Australia it Is
alarming to note that between 1974 and 1983 world trade
governed by protection rose from 40 fo 50 per cent).

Scullin coupled his attempt to protect Australlan
manumeturers’ profits with an assault on the living stan
dards of those a Labor Government should have been
defending: wage earners.

It was the Scullin Government that invited Sir Otto
.Niemeyer, head of the Bank of England, to advise it on
economlic policy.

In a pre-Keynesian age, his advice was hardly surprising:
cut wages and government expenditure. This was a proposal
that delighted British bankers, who were anxious to ensure

Continued on page 18
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Continued from page 17

they recejved their interest Payments, and Australian
capitalists, for whom lower Wages meant an increased rate

of profir,

Sure enough Niemeyer's advire Wwas accepted at the 19,
Pr!m{grs Conference, which included J'lckp"Grea!er Iha:?ll
Lenin" Lang, in the name of “sharing the burden.” The
econamic logfe pursued by Scullin, was endorsed the follow-
;ng year by the Arbitration Court which ordered areduction
:1 the basle Wwage on the grounds that the resultant

transference of spending power” to employers would in-

crease employment,

The historical record is clear — not ane job w:
slashing wages, Indeed, such measures Dljlly d::i:::‘;adtﬁg
crisis by reducing ‘onsumption. Meanwhile the bosses

Pocketed the wages they saved,

There were those Labor leaders, however, who were less
Ee antl-working eclass

enthusiastic about such sava
deflationary measures,

Influenceq by former University of
S
g;utessor RF.Irvine, Federal Labor 'I'rea%:zl:i fﬁgﬁo{%{;ﬁ
eodore and NSW Premier Lang urged ““controlled jn-
Bovernment) should ex-

services.
bankers refected this, and La';mr

flation". The banks, (rather th;

A an
tend credit to boost g 00ds
Needless to say the Al =
capitulated.

Whatever the virtues of Irvine’:
§ recipes over Nj '

I..Na::; pull’:lcrilamfltended ta view the etf:nomlc m:Irsn:g i{:éf
l’llherylli e “Banksters," E£specially the forejgn anes
TheAu:tl;‘-:lf a ;é_'fsfx of the capitalist system as a whole
e f:nocr‘;;t?i ;g[n'm;aj of the Australian Workers

I of the *'m,
;Ig:e :.J;m‘l: high finance has englneered?fufcigaﬂ;ug;m;; :
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Trade unjgn leaders

tended ¢,
capltulationist Toad as that of nght-ng'z; ;:::?n:::nm
5

depression was a fa
10 option but to rige o‘ul[‘ BNkt "orking class had

Initially this .

s nll?u:J"a?zrx rn:;: the Arbitration Cnmn]lssion
ey £l :n:losn rIear]ers had placed so much eop-

i Tue colours by slding with the
Scullin L

The
abor Goverpm,
e o Ent, elecied op 4 promise tg
o m s, T showed the same loyalty to its trade
Y Were forced to,
s : Irade unjop
H:ar{umméancy. Thus, for i“tumr?ﬂﬁ:l‘::'l‘lowed 8
mmg i N5 declsions of (he Premiers (g nce. the
‘ AR e Mference the
e s enunonuwc mmr:gnﬁﬂﬂﬁ 2 general strike g
Wt.hmm i 5 "ever,
i ] I::e ;;I:‘raﬂ € were never tramla’lefiul‘;:omaﬂtl:am
& unjon bureaycrg ts, often nﬂmlngcsﬁ%nl
a

, inwhich Labor

1

week while their unemployed members star ved, mep|

blow that State and Federal Lahg, &

Many trade unfon officlals
Government would mean a
belleved were saving jobs,
proach, summed up by the AWU as
s better than the best

feared that defeat of th, g,
reduetion of tariffs, whjcp,

abour movement lead

ing
decisive steps to challenge if,

the capitalist class understood v
bor governments could be used eff
ng class resistance to austerit!
Ve governments would inevit.

gust 22, 1930 put jt Trank]y
at in both, (Australia .ul(\J

€ Was another path Labor eould have

ng the Industrial a ot
0Ive the crisis jn favour of
enting socialist solutions, 4

owing are extracts from a
m a pamphlet produced by the
an Coalition for East Timor.

10 know no bounds, despite
untry's appalling record in
and the intimidation and
Fharassment of those who fai

ort President Suharto, We in
or Party do not subscribe to
ef that Indanesia is vitally im-
to Australia and we are of
flarginal importance to it. We
ighbours, we have to live with
other, but we do not have to ac

50 meekly the contemptuous
fthand treatment now regularly
ed out to us."—  Bill Hayden,

ary 26, 1981.

B Labor Government came 1o
‘With a clear and definite policy
SETimor: recognition of the right
e East Timorese to self-
ination and independence, op-
§itlon to defence ald to Indor

§ support the free migration of
81 Timorese, and support for East
mor at the United Nations,

"Mr Hawke claimed that Australia’s
BONCErn “'must be in the interests of the
eople of East Timor other con-
Slderation is relevant’” he pattern
it behaviour of the Labor Government
been disturbingly similar to the
aser Government's disastrous ap-
roach.

B Mr Hawke's first statements as
IPrime Minister emphasised good rela-
‘Hlons with Indonesia but did not affirm
FParty policy. Not only did Mr Hawke on
| oceasion avold using the term “self-
" determination” (referring Instead to
“an act of internationally supervised
desire'" and an '‘act of self-
expression”), but went on to say that
the lack of such an act was “In the
Past' (Jakarta, 4 June 1983)

Neither Mr Hayden nor Mr Hawke
have affirmed the continuing right of
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the East Timor ese to
determination
The Labor G

take a stand

East Timor, refusi

volte for the East Tj

determination, and

to be deferred. By nding back from

Ivity at the [ Australia has alded
arta’s diplomatic strategy to
remove East Timor from the UN
agenda
Negotiations with Indonesia over the
Timo alia seabed boundary are
tantam ure recognition of
East i tion into the
Repu This is against

v policy
Hayden has implied that the
Party may have ept recognition

has been no
will soften its

tion of th
or that th
pear |
cluded

Immediately prior to the elections Mr
Hayden declared, “Our party policy is
a number of obliga-
1 o military aid ta In-
donesia, while the criteria we have laid
't met. T find no problems
' (25 February, 1983).
> a clear party policy opposing
ed military ald to Indonesia:
¥ 1983: An Attack class patrol boat
handed over to the Indonesian navy

st 1983: The Labor Government
ed $10.3 million in military ald te
sia for 1983/84,

During Mr Hawke's irip to Jakarta he
repeatedly made reference to
“‘changed circumstances™ as justifica-
tion for not Implementing Party policy
There have been no changed circum-
stances in East Timor which would
legitimise stepping back from the fun-
damental jssue: East Timorese self-
determination. The major events of
1983 — the clear call by the resistance

as fields will disap-
tions are not con-

“Soldiers of Falantil, Fretilin's armed wing.
War will not go away .

self-determination and the

launching of the new Indonesian offen-
sive — point to the need to maintain and
strengthen support for the Timorese.

The opportunity for the Timorese to
freely express their desires and aspira-
tlons is the only reallstie solution to the
Timor problem

The April 1984 resolution of the Vie-
torian Branch of the ALP provides a
basis for principled Australian support
for the East Timorese

Australla should ensure that any
bilateral or multilateral diplomatie ac-

on East Timor includes consulta-

tion with the East Timorese.
Wishy-washy resolutions useless

Diplomatic expressions of ''regret"
and weak resolutions on aid and
welfare will be a clear signal to Jakarta
that it can expect no serious question-
Ing of its actions in Timor.

The very least the Government can
do, If it is to retajn any vestige of a
genuine defence of the East Timorese is

® Affirm the continuing right of the
Timorese to self-determination.

® Advise the Indonesian Government
that this cannot be reversed without
Eenuine moves on Jakarta's part to per-
mit such a process.

Any position short of this will close
the door on any honest Australian con-
tribution to a just solution.

F'retilin
Peace Plan

Direct negotiations between Por-
tugal, Indonesia and Fretilin, under
United Nations auspices, to discuss:

® the constitution of a truly impar-
tial UN Peace Force orn
Multinational force as the indispen-
sible condltion to safeguard and en-
sure: — the functioning of a tran-
sitional administration

— the proper implementation of
decisions reached during dialogue
about the stationing of the two
beligerent forces, Falantll
(Fretilin's armed forces) and the In-
donesian armed forces,

® the holding of a free, democratic
consultation of the East Timorese
people and

@ fixing the date for the transfer of
sovere{gnty.

The right Is reserved for Australia
to participate in the negotiations as
an observer. Other observers may
be chosen on the proposal of Por-
tugal, Indonesia or Fretilin in equal
numbers, each of which shall be sub-
ject to the approval of the other two
parties.




Impressions of Cyba
" Real democracy at work

Tasmanla and an ALP
i from Sydney. From the
and Gasfitters Unlon we had
elal and an organiser from
id from the Administrative
eal Officers Association w
W president and a national
nt,
Were printers, miners,
nealth workers, wharties,
Journalists and students.
vepresentatives from every
ustralla. Several of us hag
Ive in Central American

Amnr.r_vofpajm trees and troplea]
forests, golden sang ang bright I;alue
5ea. A country unmarred by advertis.
Ing but dotted witn Dbolitical billboards
i3 full of Tevolutionary history, A country
e whose people are Irlendly;” determned
to let nothing threaten ‘their soclety,

as the headquarters for Planning the 5,
:;:[J:édu.rere Among the historic sltes we

Val Edwards

Member Morth Auburn NSW) ALP
Branch and Labor Women('s Cu;rﬁib
tee. Member Printing and Kindred In-
dustries Unign, Australia/Cuba

and always ready f explain why. Friendship Saciety and Committee in  engines and the Cella Saj 3
w} _ bl p T v 1t
o BSe are fust some of e impres.  Solidarity with Central America and factory, the most mude:;hﬁg rle.it:'rjﬁ ' w‘”é“ ?I};em She e
ons I'was left witp after visiting Cyby  the Caribbean America, : ;rdj::r:g im‘epﬂfwari Cut
5€ g1 “uba

ary 1984 with the The beautitully restored areq o Old

and
Eureka Brigade  ho n imous admiration for what
brigade. first Australlan

achleved there and with the

Cuba’s history ang way of life,

Herltage Trust, provideq ¥
s traeti s i 0 sl g oGO o o R e s
s and assisteq e construction eve; 3 ' 1 :
fruction work. And afier fna :;;ﬂ“ggﬁ'ﬁf: Fldel Castro leg e 66 hﬂme'm”’e;‘g;’n A fga,lowl?:rmee;mghu g.ugam-ul:
¥ T who E:1 een In

ary force
garrison statioped there D‘I"lg a}:f; t;:
. and the Siboney Farmhouse, used

work came an exhaustive four of tpe

sland and 4 derepes b ed group but the majority of us were

of the Labor Party. We hag
among us an ALp candidate for lopq)

when the US marines landed
held In Grenada for 12 days,”
alned, “in a cage with no cover,
d asphalt, after the marlnes
The first day they had bul-
@igging large trenches near
they were. They told us that
Castro didn't want us and that
we had been sent abroad, They
ey were digging our graves.”
iad been In Grenada to work on
msfruction of the tourist alrport
€ was horrified by the cruelty
by the invading troops. Peaple
en simply left to dle untll the Red
Was allowed to land over a weel
 the Invasion.
ter Milton, a Federal Labor
lamentarian from Victoria, was In
Da on his way to Nicaragua and he
MIBlled us at the Julio Antonjo camp. He
had been Impressed and he sald he
determined to strengthen links
€IWeen the governments of Cuba and
alla,
Ba, of course, must exist In the
tow of the United States and on the
nd itself, just 100 kilometres from
Ntlago de Cuba is the US naval base
fGuantanamo Bay. You are constant.
teminded that Cuba's neighbour s
ithan happy about what Is happen
B there. In the factorles we s:
iticeboards telling workers exactly
hat to do In case of acrial bombard-

-y
’:.r'.

tatlon of the NSW Labor Women.

\tonal Assermby Trgrazase - -
V. Delegates glac g - tlago) and a member of
lied if the electors g ot satisfied “{Gx"“;“'n:fzu a:;aembues.

. >
1N turn electeq by municipal assemblies Ajf delegates

at 7.30 pm on Thursday July
They will travel to Waollongo:

Labor Militant, July 1954

Two Cuban women will be in Australla In July at the In-

One of them, Isabel Jomarron, is a leader
Women's Federatlon (FMC) in the second largest clty (San-
he central committee of the Cuban
Communist Party. She will be accompanled by Hilda Vasal-
lo from the international depariment of the FMC,

A dinner to welcome the delegation will be held in Sydney
5 at the Graphic Aris Club.
ng to meet women involved In

ment, how to guard aganst the use of
Polsonous gas and how to organjse
reslstance to Invading Ps. In many

places we saw mounds of djrt where
Néw bomb shelters were under con
I

inder slege and it is
h ralla abor Government
made it elear it supports its right to ex-
Ist. If more of the parllamentarians fol-
Milton's example and visit
untry, they will earn the respect
ople
f the number of unlonists In
the brigade we took a keen Interest In
working conditions. And, despite the
fact that Cuba is an underdeveloped
country compared to Australia, I can
Teport that Australlan workers would
do ¥ln some of the conditlons we
5

Aus

Wages are not high. But all hospital
Ireatment and health care {s free. The
best of medlcal care is avallable for all
~ Including speclalist treatment,

care facilitles put ours to

“ducation Is also free and textbooks,
to any le are provided. Adults are
encouraged to contlnue thelr education
and unlversitles provide classes for fac-
tory workers and farmers as an impor-
tant part of their currlculum

Rent is never more than 20 per cent of
Income, and s usually 10 per cent or
lower. It is related to income.

The general soclal securlty payments
— for Illness, work accidents and old-
age pensfons — are 70 per cent of
wages, Electriclty Is provided at below
production cost.

Salaries depend on skills and the im-
portance of skills to the economy. The
}\ﬁglleer wage Is never more than 5
times the lowest, and & government of-
ficial or parliamentary minister could
well recelve less than a techniclan in a
factory.

Women comprise 40 per cent of the
workforce with chlldcare belng free
and avallable for all working mothers,
Women are represented at all levels of
the workforce.

Workers, through their unlons, must
be Involved In all management decl-
slons and a factory manager does not
have the power to carry out a decislon
apposed by the workers.

of the Cuban Fort Kembla.

The Cuban system of Bovernment i3
very different. It provides food for
thought for those whe are appalled by
the lack of demoeracy within the ALP.

Desplte what Ronald Reagan may try
fo tell you there are plenty of elections
in Cuba. All people 16 years and over
have the vote. Electorates of about 1000
voters elect thelr delegates to a
munlelpal assembly. The munlcipal as-
semblles elect representatives to the
provincial assemblles and the Natlonal
Assembly. The system s known as Peo-
ple’s Power.

Women already make up 22 per cent
of the Natlonal Assembly and efforts
are being made to Increase this percen-
tage. This certalnly shows up the NSW
ALF Branch which got Its first woman
representative in Parllament in 1983,

People’s Power delegates are re-
quired to be far more responsible to
their electors than are Australlan
parllamentarians,

Firstly, each delegate must report
back to thelr constituency each quarter
at a speclal meeting where voters can
ralse any Issue they like.

Secondly, the delegate must make
one day each week avallable to hear the
views of the electorate, Cor-
respondence from a constituent must,
by law, be answered within 60 days.

Thirdly, the majority of represen-
tatives continue working, and recelve
ho remuneration for thelr position.

Finally, and most Impaortantly, if 20
per cent of voters request a meeting to
Vvote on recalllng the delegate It must be
held and this is not too difficult in an
electorate of 1000. Recall votes are
taken by secret ballot. The same provi-
slons apply at all levels — le the
municipal assembly can recall
delegates to the provineial assembly
and so on.

The Cuban Government claims that
virtually 100 per cent of the voting pop-
ulation turns out for elections,

Cuba wants to develop more trade
with Australia and to have better
government-to-government relations
Members of the brigade left Cuba con-
vineed that these are Important objec-
tives and we intend to pursue these
matters in the various forums of the
ALP. We will support the efforts of
Peter Milton at the Federal level.

Cuban women’s delegation

the Jobs for Women which has for
the right of women to work in the BHP /AI&S ateelworks at

Illawarra Labor Women Is organising a reception/dinner
on July 7 at 7.30 pm on the 4th floor of the Ironworkers Club,
425 Crown St, Wollongong. Phone Robynne Murphy at the
Migrant Resource Centre (29 1843) or Marie Petersen (96 23-
88) for further detalls,

Jomarron and Vasallo will be In Canberra at the time of
the National Conference from July 9 to 13,
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Tony Benn on miners’ strike

‘f[:his Strike
will not be lost’

The British miners’ strike 1s movi
ng Inta its fift
:I;*rm;g!:i and intensity it rivals the great l't;l!neI:'!.e l::t:l‘:u‘ ﬂ
i Which led to a general strike) and the early 19705
which brought down the Heath Tory Gnvzmmml)y

violeceters have alrcady died on fhe picket lines ang
m“mee-t ik quently erupted as the Thatcher Govern-

Hisle ners. Natlomal Union of
: ers' leader Arthur Scargill has been among those

But ﬂ;mner has been unabl
e, or il

g:uﬂnn union leaders for bmaldué herm-n::g;] 2\\":;!“!
mlIhhnsEm:ul‘tmnrenmhstren . gy
sy U o o 5500 w2 P lonres tha

The following remarks wel i i

re Mmade by Labor’,

e;’::ry leader Tony Benn in Numnghmy hl?;?n ll!l:ll'\-‘
¥ are reprinted from the British Paper Socialist

nuclear weapons,

beat the Notts miners,

there fsn't any money

1y dune.
Organiser,
movement.

I'd like to pay tribut,
e ‘e to the Nottinghamshir
. su;;l;fo“?r;'lla};]ng 4 leading part in bringing Ighgil;re]'kse?z
Nnrtlnnamshir; usion. You are striking on behalf of all th
Sl miners, whether they are on strike or le
conlfeld yagla eogel” 0 105t which It will mot be.
s rectly under the policy of the pre-
Dn.lany of the pits In Nottingh

spend on one Tunway,

.rh')ll‘g}g In South Africa,

i € Would be sold to the
e are |
e h:::n‘llgjgd now what many trade unionists andg
B et OVEr many years — that it's

“lrudgg]m e Mgﬁng:;ogemer the interest e
Hen et Ves and families ang eye

> ting o he living standargs, iobs and i

hour week,

arresting the

sure she can get enough wranium for nuclear power and

Secondly, she wants cheap coal from South African pits to

: Verpool? Because they're
::i:cgl;:f- rmepyml]i;a lf:::‘uld&: Boing to Liverpool lmﬁ LT:H;'
PR e erica. So Liverpool ang the
ij:;can Blacks are all part of
B same goes for i
P gnvern:-‘::'?(?n- London is to lose jts power (o
hates democracy as much as she ha

one big struggle,

What about the 1 2
that should be goin;aif)he%r:c.
& New runway In the Falklangs, F

They are on strike. The money
out children is BOing to bujld
Ve hundred mfllion pounds
Partly so that the mul-
the natural resources in the:
€ct Mr Botha In case there's

tinatlonals can Eet coni
south Atlantie ang ajm*::jpg!

s 1§ one big struggy
tain, In Germany l;:;'e‘fm
workers were out in the 3|

1's not onty happening in Bry
Ireets because they want the 35.

They say the pol|
last week they aﬁﬁzm
those British Leyland workers
they finally closa iy, Areyou 20ing to find tp,

there to jot yoy
EEt to work. Wel|
ers at Bathgate, Supposing

licy opposed

would lead to reduction In the scope of
oakes human rights violations that a Labor
‘of the Whitford (WA) ALP Government would oppose. He sald

* & /e can start by working
towards establishing a ‘common floor"
of respect for fundamental rights, while
retaining a flexlble approach to
culturally relative rights, for example
rights derived from varying social and
rellglous backgrounds.”

In a letter circulated to Branches and
affillated unions In Western Australia,
Senator MeIntosh has argued: I am of
the bellef that our current policy
reflects the ‘common floor' of respect
for fundamental rights; it Is based on a
combination of Internationally ac-
cepted treaties and covenants which In-
clude the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights and the International
Covenant on Clvil and Political Rights.

“Any alteration that weakens our
human rights policy will provide us,
and others, with an excuse not to face
up to the responsibiiities of such
treaties. We cannot condone In any way
the actions of milltary regimes and
repressive governments, like those In
South Africa, Indonesia, Chile and
Uruguay. I, for one, cannot belleve that
the ordinary citizens of those countries

n Australian Senator Gordon
has taken up a campaign in
of existing ALP policy on
‘rights In an effort to block
§ being proposed by the national

Affairs and Defence policy

Tony Benn

Vi

ent. You know why

re adopted at the Natlonal

ce they will allow the policy to
preted in a selective way. Three
agraphs are to be Inserted to al.
\uman rights to be Interpreted ac-
ng to historical, cultural and
[factors. That is, a Labor Govern-
would be given the latitude to take
factors into account In declding
g violations of human rights have

d

Women and the Souty

Because Mrs Thatche,
tes the trade union

sting policy contains the following
biguous statement (Paragraph

bor deplores violations of human

of the Ideology of the government
) lety which perpetrates them, and
et = miliion not be selective In opposing such
e llE\'-" draft pollcy proposes to add
¥ee additional paragraphs
uP at Bathgate the day liumbered 67 to 69) which read as fol-

of police (Labor) recognises that the great

The you
P {miﬁ:’hl::is today are the finest Eeneration that thy
i) vnlfuny:)uh“ EVer produced, And we hav:
n!mmr akmwomam ey are ready, as yoy are, ta make us
ﬁnk i ;'a;:magle to d{;‘: lot more than ]II.;
€5, they're organis, ip Hitchens, 1,
ri y°re o ing the soup Iuwhens{ me;Pre";;ep;lEﬁEgl
S E communit; ;
Teason Proud of the women who work :ng l:::: l?:ﬁ’

won't let them work?

_ We've learneq the m betwe
connectio
T ; between the minerg struggle

slide the U.S, s
i i in‘t' Isslle base. T say
: i he coalfjeld
mmﬁm aﬁ?};ﬁu Yorkshire — hundreds of i
e B e o L
While we are p, e
: !er'n:::ug' 4 man has gope fq Chequ,
“_!imlmﬂll_“ bt Einee) Ccalled Mr Botha. He |g lsn::s
&w_ ik Africa, Why has Thatcher (nviteq hlnﬁ
becauge
B S SR b e
can i
Guvemmem has occupled, She wa‘f,ﬂ“{'o‘ﬁg

ale

Walesa an apology. '

t of British Leyland because they

The great sayin
g Is
defeated." That's right, bmhrlnth'er
day is eyen bigger than that e

world united wilj never hedl.'!‘eated

Apology to Lech
sa

During the days
Poland, Arthur i:a‘:"’;?? iqlidnmo:c by
ir:rl:{ltf[ Minerworkers —
i ,
el onary  hody attempting

leader pf
believe T
to overthrgy the
e Poli:
m;l;wive% during the Miners' 1
i that Scarglll haq supporte;
sending coal in Britaln,

trike the
d agalnst Sullzf?iliargmqg N
In Sheffield on June 5 S :

carglll safg:

Mlstorical, cultural, soclal and
nomic diversity among the nations
‘the world means that there remaln
slderable differences about what
onstitutes human rights and the
lative importance of different rights;
(Labor) recognises that a Labor
overnment, in pursuing Labor's
juman rights policy, will have to take
fo account these differences of values
th stales and will need fo Judge
‘carefully the most effective means of
‘Implementation of Labor Party policy;
and

'S united will never he

Tesaying In Ollerton to.
WOLkIng people of (he

*!{Labor) recognises that in pursuing
its human rights aims, a Labor Govern-
| ment must glve paramouni Importance
to the interests of those persons whose
rights It Is seeking to protect, and
should avold taking positions which In
practical terms will be to the disadvan-
tage of these persons.'

In addressing the Australian Institute
of International Affairs on December 9,
1983, Forelgn Affalrs Minister Bill
Hayden confirmed the fact that this

45 8 legal union in
British National
o be

i
d it & counter-

“Ithink I owe Lech

Labor Militant, July 1984

osion of human rights

are happy llving with thelr govern-
ments’ notlons of what constitutes
human rights.

““We must be cautious of any addl-
tlons being enshrined In our platform
which would directly contradict any
sectlon of our policy, (paragraph 64 In
particular), thereby placing us in a
compromising sltuation Interpreted by
others."

Senator Mcintosh has been conslstent
In his opposition to all human rights
violatlons wherever they have occur-
red. He was the sole dissenting member
of a bl-partlsan parllamentary delega-
tlon to East Timor last year which gave
the green light to the continuing oppres-
sion of the people of that country.

With his record, Senator Mclntosh
deserves to be listened to on this sub-
ject. He will raise his objections on the
floor of Conference.

The 1982 Conference adopted the
slogan “‘Preparing for Government'
when It weakened a number of Labor's
more progressive policy commitments.
If policy changes like that proposed for

human rights polley are adopted In 1984
the Conference may become known as
the ‘“Maintaln Government at all costs™
Conference.

Victims of Pol Pot tyranny in Kampuchea, Was Pol Pot a product of " social and
economic diversity among nations." Proposed alteration policy would allow a

selective interpretation.



land rights

Mining lobby has

agents in Party

Pressure Is belng moun|
Western Australian AL}E‘!dB:'I:nTI:
:ﬁ‘!g:: proposals for the introduction
! Iginal land rights legislation at
olh the State and national levels
Federal Minsster for Aborlginal Affalrs
my e Holdlng has established a
1 echanism for drawing up unlform
se'ﬂglag:n 1o cover all States and the
i 'vernment has set up an In-
ghery. the Seamen Inquiry, to examine
maiter at the State level.

Bernadette McKenna

Member Subiaco (WA) AL

and Admii i orion; O
and A ss:cl‘igat:::‘:':“ and Clerical Of-

Supporters of the mining

Loxhclﬁl Au: W"t have lheen campalgning to
neral rights from

lt;gelal:gun‘ And they have agen:ni{

Dhe: in 13:“&"::1 of Graeme

Federal P’ad.inmem‘nrmr bt

In late March Campbell
gwwaﬂve letter to uthpg mem_.;eun; 0‘;
ity ;m; Illfh;:itenllllh

‘the materlal Interests of the
- mining companles agalnst lhus‘:e:fl ‘2.’,
‘oppressed layer of soclety. It Is his viey
that Is a fotal anathema to socialls
L philosophy. W
. The mining lobby has stepped up fts
campalgn because the report of the
Seamen Inquiry is likely to be tabled |n
Parliament in the next few months. Ang
unforfunately there are already signs
that It Is having an effect. In early Jun:
the Australlan reported that State
fc:rucuu had passed a resolution calling
withdrawal of the speclal Federa)

1
;g]ﬂ:l;ﬂnn_ : to protect sites of

to
of the Labor P
o ‘arty If It Is not

Cum;pi:e]l argued that “the
issues

Ir:f:er:aol use and the ownershlp :{
e s are separate Issues and
w:ugﬁ:e treated as such. Artlele 3 of
e eral Pollcy objectives states
tmli :;:1 begeve In the democratie con-
I strategic soclal ownership of

State Minister for Mineral
Energy David Parker has pubi.ll:h'a:sd
]mu'edem u}?“:fm companies that State
i B]ml;.f will not grant mineral rights

et Bill Thomas, senlor vice-
prexid lent of the WA Branch of the ALP
and adylser to Parker, has circulated a
report among State Government MPs

's natural r fi
benefit of all Australians. This c&ruﬁ
mean ownership by the crown.'
haCampbell claimed that land rights
L ‘:'e relevance for the “tribal com-
h Eity but not for urban Aburlgingn-
L led to present a left face by saying
neral rights are total t:g

a refusal of
i
wrote “When our commit-
mlﬂm Aboriginal land rights 1sr:1rrt-
RM ]er]:ltad. It should grant to
eqnlrai:.z people rights to land

Ivalent to that enjoyed by most

T

soclalist philosophy and In

nu; redress the past yearsﬁy\:::;g? l'l

s«nclgﬁ:trehnlﬂy Campbell be][evés
philosophy dictates support for

the wide; !
this reckonin o th
E the leade
s rs of the
m:lrlgmd_-m_nmumry should be glven
Bnndmmmd similar to those of Alan
Lang Hancock!

Racist attack on proposed 3

Victorian le

Extreme right.w|

- n -Wing racists are

ma‘rr;’m:ll:ﬂa;galfrnsl Aboriginal land ?ﬁg:::

b anatics, like those of the
ights, are organising a big

campaign,

‘IPM Lane
E;:}g!.;né‘g:'aslien ton (Vic) ALP
fairs policy oommittepe R At

the “Save Victor;
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Government
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widely
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: 5 ah
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of Australia.
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syider community’’ |s
rticularly when he
tiwlder community
orals,”” He used this
fareas or sltes of par-
should remaln open
or mining."
others like him, are well
a small and powerful
ts on the boards of min-
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Connor Jnr, son of & minister In

nne Murphy
lember Wollongong (NSW) ALP

nch and the Federated
onworkers' Association

Whitlam Labor Government, has
sed to accept the fact that his com-
fehensive defeat at the hands of
pdependent Frank Arkell In the March
24 State electlons suggested that the
‘people of Wollongong do not concede his
“right” to Inherit a parllamentary
galary. At the Annual General Meeting
of the Wollongong Branch he put on &
show that was subsequently described
as "'better than Monty Python.”
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fow a loser wins_

for the position of presl-
ate to the State Elec-
torate Counell and his wife Shirley
stood for secretary But they had a
slight problem in that they did not have
the numbers 1o win. So they had to pull
a few MANOEUVIEs.

At the beginning of the meeting the
Returning Officer, known as & Connor
sSupporter, shocked everyone by an-
nouncing that a number of long-
standing Party members had been
ruled off the ballot even though their
nominations had been credentlalled
and the order of the ballot had been
drawn. Challenges to thls ruling were
prushed aside and the ballot proceeded.

Still Connor lost the vate for president
by 36-28 and his wife lost In the ballot for
secretary by the same margin.
However, there were {rregularities In
the voting for the SEC delegation and 50
the matter was referred to Head Office

for a ruling.

gonnor stood
dent and deleg

Consultation procedure
blocked

held responsible for the lack of con-

sultation. It drew up a submission In

June last year on how that consultation

might be carried out. It proposed a two-

day State conference to Initiate discus-
sion, to be followed up by community
workshops and regional meetings. At
the end of 12 months a five-day con-
ference would draw up final recommen-
datlons. And to help with all this it re-
quired funds to employ an executive of-
ficer, a research offlcer and a
secretary/fyplst

The Government claimed it could not
afford $300,000 for such a procedure and
recommended Instead that an applica-
tion be made for funds from an employ-
ment scheme.

An application for funding under the
Commonwealth Employment Provi-
sions scheme was finally approved at
the State level in April this year and’
referred to the relevant Commaonwealth'
body. But it has not yet been approved
by that body

The Government obviously wants to
rush legislation through so It can say it
has fulfilled an election promise. But in
doing so it Is demonstrating the fact
that it is not serious about Aboriginal
self-determination and it s discrediting
the ALP in the eyes of the Black Com-
munity and the many supporters of
Aboriginal land rights.

g e R e U R

At fhe end of the meeting Connor was
seen leaving the hall with the unsealed
ballot box fucked under his arm. The
next day the Illawarra Mercury carried
an article glving the results of the vote
accompanied by a scathing attack on
the “cancerous growth” of the Left.

At the Branch meeting after the
AGM, Shirley Connor added anofher
chapter to the saga by announcing that
two membership ticket books, with 46
empty membership vouchers, had
“gone to the rubblsh dump'’ of got lost
somewhere.

The Illawarra SEC did not meet
before the State Conference because
the results of the Wollongong ballot had
not been declared. Yet who should furn
up at Conference as an SEC delegate
but Rex Connor! He has distinguised
himself as a loser in Wollongong and
yet Head Office thought he had earned
the right to take his place at State
Conference.

It seems a little nalve t
happened to democracey 1
ALP?

0 ask, but what
n the NSW
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A study in
‘pragmatic’ politics

was convinced he had the numbers to

defeat Hayden even though the media
o ?3[.1 d{]alsctl‘;fb%d the Conference as a

riumph for Hayden's “pragmatism.”

Above all, the Conference had proved

that there was little difference In the

political approach of Hawke and

Hayden but Hawke was convinced his

time had come.

u‘inh: ch:_g]?ngel:s‘;l;‘egd traumas for a
o er he lea partament
Identities. Uren was rapped over :;z
knuckles for his unllateral approach to
Keating and, although some wanted a
change, the Left faction finally decided
to stick with Hayden.

Keating could not make up his mind.
Others In his NSW-based factlon
belleved they could extend their In-
fluence under Hawke's leadership, but
Keating wanted to leave his own
leadershlp options open for the future.
Who should he atiempt to d:
Hgvden or Hawke? 5 R

entually the NSW Right joined tl
Victorlan Right to back nglge, bfg t'I::
result was Hayden, 42; Hawke, 37T.
Hayden had survived but Hawke had
signalled his Intention. Six months later
his second challenge was successful

The Hawke Ascendancy, by m'u-v
nalist Paul Kelly, is a detalled account
of the way Hawke rose to the leadership
of the Labor Party and soon after the
position of Prime Minister,

The early chapters, that first deal
:ﬂh the contrasting personalities of
lhawlw and Hayden and then describe
I e period of Hayden's leadership of the

arty, are rather slow-moving. But

£ The Hawke Ascendancy
4 hen It com
= - L W es to describing the event:
% Paul Kelly, autho Dismissal  that led to Hayden's downi: "
Angus & Robertsons. $19.95 assumes the character ntlalt'al gl:ll't:lncl:](

thg]Ller.
t must be an accurat
events because none nle takf:ﬂpueztp?:- tII::
volved have challenged It on that score.
At least some of those people w.lnted'
the book written because Kelly was
%;:n a wealth of Inside Information.
i result Is a fascinating study of how
the power-brokers of the ALP operate,
It presents a contrast of polllluni
styles, Keating Is caleulating, Graham
Richardson s blunt and ruthless, John
Button tries to perform a h:uanci‘ng act
;:;.1: :;ﬂ;’:p sacrlficing personal loyalty
s bn'::' While Hawke s confldent
'as 1o rule, Hayden jealousl;
protects his position. 4

Near the end of the last ALP

: Natlo

Conference in July 1982, Tom Uren :a;

leader of the Left faction in the ALP
L :J’ c;:um — burst into the hotel

room ‘aul Keating — leader of the

Rlght — while he was In the shower,

T
r Liv
593 ngstone (NSW) ALP

ensure that proposed
to his pnlitny on u.rbag and
d were defeated,
mte ety gilealed, the most dramatic scenes are
Id ipt to three occaslons when John Button

e the Party ip tr:
he Pa) i avels to Bri:
* end of the Conference Hawke  doom laﬂHw;ebna.nBBnglsh amnnz"grj:&\:yne'ﬁ

‘Uren was In a hurry 1o clinch a deal: I

they realise that matters have got
beyond thelr control.

Also dramatie [s the description of
the day of reckoning — February 3, 1983
— which developed into a race for time
between Malcolm Fraser, wanting to
announce the electlon date, and the
«Labor caucus, wanting to replace
Hayden. Fraser was held up by a
governor-general who wanted to make
sure he did things by the rules and so
the announcement of Hayden's resigna-
tlon came first. This turned out to be an
important psychological victory for
Labor.

The deseription of the power plays In-
volved in Hawke's rise to the top gives
an Indication as to why people can so
e become hooked on this kind of
polities. It has the excitement of a ma-
jor gambling plunge and the intellec.
tual stimulation of chess, or perhaps
war games,

But the book also gives some classic
examples of the kind of attitudes that
are bred by the opportunism of

‘pragamatic” politics. For example
Hayden recalls a phone conversation
with Graham Richardson the day after
a television program, Sunday, had
clalmed that Hawke was about to make
a second challenge for the leadership.

Hayden sald: “‘everyone’s a mate in
NSW. It's a bit like the mafia
p_rss.entlng you with a bunch of flowers.

‘Anyhow,” Graham sald, 'Mate
mate, [ know what you are ringing uﬁ
about, that dreadful programme on
Sunday. Max Walsh, oh, he's a dreadful
::slard. Look, I've pot nothing to do

th it, mate, and I want to tell you,
mate, we're behind you all the way.'

1 sald, ‘Well, Graham, that's not
wlla‘i I rang you up about, but now that
you've raised it, that's what you said
lagli time there was a challenge.’
I'veA;?t ltl:t:ﬁld. '0'1]11. mate, this time
Wemtiolc}lyou i 1&3&_’ e truth; last time

other example comes fro
mouth of Neville Wran. Kelly desTrileZ
a meeting of the Labor Party's election
campalgn committee In Sydney the day
after Hayden's reslgnation. The
:;e'elllng had agreed on a central slogan

l?:b _I:lawke — Bringing Australia
liimnn- er' and the theme of reconcilia-

‘“‘Neville Wran told
reconclliation was ﬂne"::eulnlffﬂltﬁ
ts':’::et:l:v bastards wanted spiritualism
0 '¥'d join the fucking Hare Krishna'
cu];a'? sald there no substitute for a tax

The {rony of it all s that Bl Hayden,

who tried to champlon a “pragmatic’

approach for the ALP

economie "rallom]lsm."wsli;.:! hl:;'
mlncu I:‘tlng the wage-cutting Prices and
Lo ztﬁ.ccord. ultimately became a
) “ilipr;lﬂne :llulshless exponent of
opportunist Bob Hawkr:‘_ EREES

estern Australlan Branch of
is abviously betier than some
g your way around. It Is cer
imore open than the NSW
i that was examined in the
sue of Labor Militant (Vol 4,

Important feature of the Branch is
ate Executive which contains 200
Fecentatives of the rank and file and
s on a monthly basls.
g Left Is organised around the
alist Caucus, although many on the
refuse to have anything to do with
he SC, sometimes aptly described
clalist Carcass, has vel L
nciples and never campaigns — |
lerefore has little influence.

f does however organise the oc
fonal forum which provide members
opportunity to participate in discus-

Upon joining the ALP a member
automnatically receives Labor Voice,
#he Branch’s official monthly journal
» People can join the Party either by
goming a direct member through
ad Office or by jolning & Branch. You
‘can join any Branch, regardless of
where you live.
8 Women members automatically
‘become members of Labor Women's
® Drganisation and people 26 and under
Mare automatically members of
Australian Young Labor
Motions from Branches often go fo
the Federal Electorate Council. From
there they may go on fto the Ad
ministrative Committee which ma
Tecommendation to the State
ecutive, Some motions are referred to
the relevant policy committee for con
slderation.
Branches, FF ,LWO and AYL can
Send motfinns direct to State
Lonference, hela every second year.
But the Adminlstrative Committee
makes a recommendation as o
whether the motion should be adopted
or not. Coples of the Rules and Constltu
tlon and the State Platform can be
bought from Head Office

Some specific points concerning dif-
ferent areas of opportunity for action:

1) Branches. As a Branch member
you are eligible to stand for any Branch
executive position, or EC
delegateship. You will need 12 months
continuous membership to become a
FEC delegate to State Executive. You
are free to ralse any Issue but you need

Labor Militant, July 1884

e .
i

ted the election of the Burke Labor Government in 1983 with this

e . Bremiers. The ane on the far right (appropriately) is Bert
45 The others are, from left Tonkin (elected
are still waiting for socialism in

able 1o have a maotion

a seconder
debated
2) Federal Electorate Counells. Elec-

torate Counci composed of all the
political Bra in the Federal elec
torate A Bra s delegate entitlement
|s determined by the size of iis
membership. Affiliated unions that
have members in the electorate are al-

located delegates to the FEC on the
basts of the number of members in the
electorate. Many unions do not take ad
vantage of this positions so it Is worth
checking with your union office. LWO
and AYL are each entitled to one
delegate

The FEC elects a selectlon
panel of 12 member: who, along with
the State Executl choose the can
didate for that Federal electorate

9) State Executive, This meets once a
month and comprises delegates from
unions, political sectlons plus the Ad-
ministrative Committee. Unlons are en-
titled to one delegate per 1000 members
or part thereof and union delegates
make up 90 per cent of the Executive.
FEC's provide a total of 55 delegates
between them. LWO, AYL and the
Rural Labor Association are each en-
titled to one delegate.

1) Administrative Committee. This
committee consists of 18 members. It
makes recommendations on all items
coming before State Executive. At the
State Executive delegates vote on the
committee's recommendations, not on
1he original motion from Branches, un-
{ons ete, unless the recommendatlon is
defeated first.

5) Labor Woemen's Organisaiion.
Every woman joining the Party Is

automatically a member of LWO The
LWO's committee consists of a presl-
dent, two vice-presidents, secretary,
treasurer and four committee
members. LWO Is entitled to one
delegate to State Executive and State
Conference. LWO ean forward motlons
direct to either body. All women
members should be encouraged fto at-
tend LWO meetings. LWO ls
traditionally more radical than other
sections of the Party. Many women find
ithat they can find confidence and
develop meeting skllls more readily in
the LWO than in generally male-
dominated sections of the Party.
6) Local government. Branches make
a recommendation to State Executive
that a local government candidate be
endorsed, State Executive then elther
accepts or rejects that recommenda-
tion. However, many Party members
stand in local government elections
without seeking Party endorsement.
This is done because of the widespread
bellef in the community that polities
have no role in this arena — an idea
promated by the Liberals and not effec:
tively countered by Labor. Many
Branches support candidates surrep-
titiously. The problem is that, If they
are elected, the Party has no contral
over them as councillors
There Is really very little encourage
ment glven to people to be politically
active in the Party. Sure you will hear
from the Head Office at election time
asking you for help and dollars, but
fhat's about as far as It goes But don't
be discouraged; just get in there and
make your volce heard. Good luck!

n




nuclear power

Pro-uranium policy

despite opposition

The closer it geis to the Natlonai
Conference the more apparent it
becomes that the result of the uranium
debate will be adoption of the “caucus
position’ — the current Government
policy as adopted at a caucus meeting
last November.

Bruce Threlfo
Member Annandale (NSW) ALP
Branch and Labor Against Uranium

That policy will allow the glant Roxby
Downs mine [n South Australia to con-
tinue on an indefinite basls and it will
allow all existing uranium export con-
tracts to be filled.

Roxby Downs has the largest known
uranium deposit in the world and ex-
Isting contracts for uranium mined at
Ranger In the Northern Territory run
until at least 1992. There will probably
be debate over whether new contracis
should be allowed for Ranger. But even
If the Left defeats that move the final
policy will be pro-uranium. The
destruction of the pre-1982 anti-
uranium policy will have been taken a
step further.

Hawke and his supporters will be
happy with such an cutcome because it
15 obvious that there s tremendous op-
position in the Party and union ranks to
thelr openly pro-uranfum views. State
Conferences In June confirmed the fact
that the antl-uranium forces are
gathering strength and that the ma-
Jority of Party units want to see a
Teturn to an unambiguous anti-uranium
policy.

The largest State Conference, NSW,
voted for a pro-uranium policy. But two
Important developments Indicated the
strength of anti-uranium sentiment.
Ten out of 24 delegates elected to E0 1o
the Natlonal Conference oppose
uranlum. This compares favourably
with eight in 1982 when the Hogg
amendment to weaken the Parly's
polley was adopted by a vote of 53 to 46.

The second development was the fact
that Jack Hallam — & member of the
Rlght faction and minister in the Wran
Government — rose 1o second an anti-
uranfum motion, This amendment lost
bul another amendment banning
uranium sales to France while thai
country continues testing nuclear
weapons in the Paclfic was adopled.

The Northern Territory Branch of the
Parly Is one of the smallest, yel the
adoption of a poliey calling for a
dv:l:llle llmeli;ble for phasing out all

Uranium mining by that Brancl
highly significant, s

There {5 a lot of pressure on the ALP

in the NT to advocate an expansion of
the territory’s uranium industry. There
Is a widespread opinion that the [n-
dustry Is vital for providing jobs. The
Ranger mine Is already in operation
and several others are ready to
proceed. The mining companies repre-
sent a powerful lobby and even the
Northern (Aboriginall Land Council is
in favour of the development of some of
the mines.

In elections for the NT legislative as-
sembly in 1983, Labor leader Bob Col-
lins campaigned vigorously in favour of

trled to pin the blame on those in the
Party, particularly In Victoria, who
campalgn against uranium. He
described his opponents in the Party as
“Left fasclsts.”

As In 1982, Collins is a delegate to the
National Conference and he has made it
clear he will vote for uranium. But, un-
like 1982, the second delegate will be
anti-uranium.

The June 16-17 Conference in the
Australlan Capital Territory also
registered a galn for the anti-uranium
forces. A policy in favour of phasing out
all mines, including Roxby Downs, was
adopted by a vote of 108 to 13. And two
anti-uranium delegates were elected to
Natlonal Conference, whereas the ACT
delegation had split one-one over the
Hogg amendment in 1982

The South Australlan Conference
produced a mixed result, A motion in
favour of phasing out all uranium
mines was presented and this gave rise
to a long and emotlonal debate,
Premier John Bannon moved an
amendment to exempt Roxby Downs
and he eventually won this position by a
vote of 132 to 76.

However, a number of delegates to
the South Australian Conference took
part in an anti-uranium demonstration
outside Conference and the newly-
formed Labor Against Uranium Eroup
is gaining support.

The Victorian Branch retains a very
strong anti-uranium policy that In-
cludes a call for repudlating existing
contracts. The Western Australian and
Queensland Branches are in favour of
phasing out the industry and in both
States opposition to uranium cuts
across normal faction lines,

All the head counters are predicting
that the numbers on the floor of
National Conference on the uranium ls-
sue will be very close and that a strong
performance by the Left could sway
some vital voles. But even before the
Conference began the Left made it
clear it was willing to concede substan-
Hal ground without a fight,

uranium mining and when Labor lost he ‘:

 the Ir
Money/

Instead of putting forward a definite
timetable, of say 12 months, for ending
all mining and export, the policy posi-
tlon drafted by Brian Howe and cir-
culated around Party units proposed
that existing contracts should be filled
— a process that could see Australia ex
porting uranlum for another 10 to 12
years.

Even worse, a national leader of the
Left, Tom Uren, said in Adelaide on
June 17 that he was prepared 1o con-
cede approval tor Roxby Downs. Uren's
argument was that the project would
not proceed because of the poor world
market for its chief products — copper
and uranium. But the present glut in
world supplies may well subside and
Roxby Downs could become a key
souree of uranium well into the future.

Uren’s pathetlc compromise can only
weaken the Left position and encourage
the Right.

On June 12 Hawke called together the
national leaders of the Right and Centre
Lett factlons to devise strategy for the
uranlum debate. They decided to fall
back from the pro-uranium draft pollcy
clreulated by the Centre Left's Senator
Walsh to the cuacus position, In view of
the Left compromises they must be con-
!ﬁld]u;nl that their second best option will

old.
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