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Al the beginning of this year Labor Militant amalgamated

(ith Socialist Fight. - y
s E]‘;r;;ofyj.:se ]nusnals have been circulating in the p“lgy‘iz
about three vears. And they have both had the same basl
aims: to promote the discussion of socialisi Idl-as;n%-m on-
tribute fowards the construction of a broad, socialist cur-
rent.

While the amalgamation of our journals may be viewed as
a modest step towards the creation of such a current, We
believe it is a significant one for the following reasons.

1) Our combined publication will be the only one In the
Party with a national scope and distribution. It will draw
together information and ideas from & wide range of
sources; -

2) By combining our resources we can improve the qua}lty
of our articles, the range of {ssues covered, and the distribu-
tion of the {inished preduct;

3) This amalgamation demonstrates that we are serious
about building a strong Left current.

An important aspect of the new Labor Militant is the open-
ing up of a number of pages for debates. In these pages we
hope to reflect discussion that is taking place in the Party
around key issues. We invite contributions from those In the
Left who have different viewpoinls to those expressed by
supporlers of Labor Militant and Soclalisi Fight.

We also encourage contributions in the form of letters and.
reviews 10 make our journal more lively and stimulating.

We also want Labor Militant to be a useful guide for ac-
tivists in the ALP. For that reason we will continue lo carry
contributions by organisations and committees that are
campaigning around particular issues, and we will focus on
what we think can be done within the Party.

The new Labor Militant will continue to campaign against
the Prices and Incomes Accord. This has already resulted in
culs to wages and living standards and it will not give
waorkers a share of the limited economic recovery now evi-
dent. We believe capitalism remains In a deep economic and
social crisis and thal socialist measures are necessary to
«confront & crisis of this depth. This erlsis is not caused by
wage rises and wage culs will not help resolve the crisis in
the interests of the working class.

We also devote a lot of attention to the threat of war and

I

{he wars that are already going on FI\II\.(_”m |

to the Middle East, the United States and Its allios ;. 1
mined to block progressive movements in ordes
their eeonomic Interests. This drive fo wa 2on
Reagan increases the danger of nuclear war and Aus
participation as parl of the U.S, war machine m

The Australlan Government Is in a position .
signitieant confribution ftowards world disarm.
removing the U.S. milltary bases and by withdrawing g,
the aggressive ANZUS military pact.

We also insist thal progressive policies must be o
‘hy Labor on the liberation struggle in El Salvad
defence of Nicaragua against U
Solidarity’s fight for socialist democ
the Israeli aggression in the Middle East and in f.
rights of the Palestinian people, against the Indo.
cupation of East Timor, in support of the anii-Marcos m¢
‘menl in the Philippines and on the need to make repara
to Vietnam, 1

Labor is in Government in four States and fede
never before has there been a bigger gap betwer
Labor policy and Government performance, let
gap between performance and working class int
gap is reflected in the important debate and d 3
within the Party Branches and at Party Conferences v
seck to develop a broad coverage of this Process

We believe that the most free and open debate within 1
Party and affiliated unions on Party policy and pr
necessary lo develop positions and actions that can ro

Bul the current sfruetures of the Party and new ur
democratic rules and practices prevent this. So we suppe
moves to democratise these structures — in particular
make the Parllamentarians and Party officers truly
ta;alle to the rank“:'t.!lf the unions and Branches.
I you agree 1hese aims we encourage you to help
finance and distribute Labor Militant, You uin Eet eact ;
sue sent by mall af a cost of §6 for 10 issues. We can ol
g:ﬁce arrangements to have a hundle of any size mailc.
e tvere*c] for your branch or for you to sell. There arc U
;‘;isl_s Involved in the production of a publication like Lahor
itant so any financial contribution will help to ensure its
cuglmurr; reguliﬂ appearance, | 3
or subscriptions or any further infor, i Il in
the elipf 2 I mation please fill in
leMngppag:elu“ O Write 1o any of the addresses on the fo

Jdiil]

We are definit
the ground, but :]J 1o favour of leaving uranium in

e thi;
tant delivered. nk you should have Labor Mili-

If you want to find out what is goin,
g on in the Part;
:reumi the country, if you want to know what ﬂlg
ebates are, and what (he politicians are saying on
our behalf, you could do a lot worse than subscribe to

1 enclose $6.00 for ten issues ]

send me copies and find § - . enclosed
I enclose §

producing and distributing Labor

I would like to be conta
supporter []
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Iss
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uranium, that is. e —
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nuclear power

Uranium debate

- letters to L.M. -

not make the trip ‘

through the collective | failure) of the labour move- not
D, "k ettt mﬂt%' Ln:: BRI hougn T (L unds ’ ° .
Fablan Snclety 2 re:: n!g the com- g mm at sup- important, R ome ft h l R ht
wisimes |t Left’s compromise helps Rig

April
Labor Militant (Vol 4, No
1), an article revolving
around the Young Fablans
““Unions and the
A.L.P." accused that
seminar of being a "“forum
for Hawke supporters'.
The article criticised the
organisers of the seminar
for holding such a forum
during a period of heated
discussion on the possible
re-entry of the FCU,
, FIA and SDA fo the
ALP, and accused the
Australlan Fablan Soclety
of belng & “‘front group for
Hawke's faction.” I write
now, In order to get the
record stralght and to
remove any doubts your
readers may have fﬂg'l?ed
after reading Paul White's
article,
% Paul White writes that
‘Fablans are supposed to
be In favour of ‘democratic
Soclallsm’"'; and indeed
they are. The Australian
Feblan Soclety (AFS) |s
one of the oldest existing
democratic soclalist
organisations in the history
:l; th.l: iime‘ In 1895, with
& help of well.
e el known

munity.
*'(b) To further

publle In soclallst prinel-
tp]!l by the holding of lec-

soclalism
and the education of the |

or
catlon of any individual
nion or unlons to the
Labor Party. Originally
planned and advertised for

ures, ETOupS,
conferences and summer
schools, the tlon of
research Into polltical,
economic and soclal
problems, the publication
of books,

periodicals and by any
other appropriate 1

The Australlan Fabian
Soclety is no one's “‘front

group”. As a democratic
soclalist organisation, the
AF'S remalns one of the few
existing forums for
political discusslon —
whoever you g
The Young Fabians
similarly developed from a

need fo broaden political

discussion among yi er
members of lhea:?m-
munity. The alms of the
Young Fablans are simply
&n extenslon of its parent
EToup. The Young Fablans
Is one level of the AF§'s
work. It aims fo add to the
development of an
educative system that will
ald in the explanation of
peillltlcs. dpoll(lca]
T

the “Melbourne Fablans'
wmhnldinameeuaga and
contributing 1o the political
t.h.lntl:];1 of the time. In
] ame change saw
the ‘Fablan Soclety” again
with Harry Champlon ( this
fime together with Vida
Gnldnzl:f. h.c prominent
the time) at th
forefront of soclalist d::
cusslon. Over the years,
the AFS has grown from
strength to strength work.
]lng towards the goals first
dentitled by its mother
;?b:niutim the British
ago .lnns:csjsgp' £ s
and now

adopted
lllﬁ;.fuon-m the AFS Con.

“(8) To establish, b;
:‘u:;n:‘ of polllica’l’
S ety S8
tunity wil be sasurag oo

£conomic power apq
::’G of Individuals
classes abolished

y
Processes while al

developing skills in pol.lﬂlc:
and related flelds and ac-
celerating the march
toward democratic
soclalism. With this in
mind, we make no excuses
for the “'ed talk'

n 27th, 1983, the
seminar had to be cancel-
led due to the holding of the
special conference In Vie-
toria on uranium.

In short, the accusations
that appeared In Paul
White's article are IlI-
founded. The AFS has,
through varlous name
changes, added to
democratic sociallst

and dlscussion

Australla for over T9 years;
and will continue to do so
for many years to come. Its
alms are clear and certain.
ly separate the Soclety
m“l,hq tenor of com-
Surrouns Pal
o e

Is, I think, ate
to conclude here on a note
of unity with a quote from
G.D.H. Cole, one of the
ounding members of the
B:;m.uh Fablan Soclety:

‘T am nelther a Com.
munlst nor a Soecfal
Dem“::t" because |

as
cenlrlllullo:reed:nng
bureaucracy, whereas 1
feel sure that a Socialist
soclety that Is to be true 1o
Its egalitarian Principles of
human brotherhood must
;ﬂ; on the wisest possible
0 uslon of power and

nature of our seminar *'U-
nions and the A.L.;.e]'- i
Paul White asks why the
Young Fablan seminar |n.
cluded a speaker who, on
the [ssue of the re-
affiliation of the four large
unlons to the ALP
rémalned mon-committal
The answer is that the
seminar, while touching on
the re-attiliation issue, was
not almed at the question of
re-atfiliation; its intent was
to throw greater light on
the relationship between
the Trade Unfon Movement
and the ALP: an often
tenuous relationship, but a
relationship whereln )jes
the future success (or

et

enlist the acéve p:’rllaullp:‘:-|

tlon of as many ag possible

:! I1s cltizens In the tasks of

emocratic self.
government,"

Yours traternally,

Nicholas Gold,

S ary, Young Fabjans

cutlve Member.

Australlan Fablan Socfety’

Soclal Rights

Conference

1 read with ny
coverage in Lahnreﬁltlt;'l':
of the soclal Hghts coj
ference Ip Melbourne, ni
heard about {he conferen
before It was on but cnuli

ralsed at the conferep,
deserve a lot of atten
the Labor Party. It s
to me that we need a my,
more thorough discussic
of what the Governmen;g
strategy Is and what |
should be. We often
take Issues as they cor
and ignore the general ap
proach. "

IS
Sydney

Repression in
Sri Lanka

In late March Sri Lankan
alr force personnel were
responsible for the murder
of nine Tamil cltizens in tk
northern city of Jaffna. In
the weeks that followed
about 400 Tamils were kll
led In a rampage by the
armed forces simllar to the
POEroms carried out in
July last year,

These latest attacks con
firm the fact that the Sri
Lankan Government is
Prepared to use genoclde to
Prevent the Tamil people
struggling for self-
determination.

The Australian Govern
ment should condemn the
altacks and demand that
the St Lankan Govern-
Ment repeal the draconlan
Prevention of Terrorism
Ael ant the Emergency
Regulations which enable
authorities to bury or
Eremate bodles without
::lll'll.lle:‘es. These provi-

re used In the wa
the Tamils, "

NB
Petersham

Letfers to L.M. should be
sent to Labor Militant PO
Box 372 Broadway, NSW
2007, Please keep them
reasonably short so we
can print as many as pos-
sible.

A national Left position paper on
yranlum policy is being circulated in
preparation for the debate at the July
Natlonal Conference.

It proposes to close some of the
loopholes incorporated in the policy at
the 1982 Conference, but it falls a long
way short of the clear anti-uranium
poliey Initially adopted in 1977

Paul White
Secretary Flemington (Vic) ALP
Branch. Sub-branch secretary ACOA.

Obviously the Left parliamentarians
hope that this compromise can prevent
the adoption of the pro-uranium policy
prepared by Minister for Resources
and Energy Senator Walsh. Buf, in
backing down on a policy, for which
they have massive rank-and-file sup-
port, the Left is only succeeding in put-
ting wind in the salls of the pro-uranium
lobby.

The Left's draft concedes the right of
existing mines to continue in order to
fill existing contracts. But some of
those contracts may take 12 years or
more to fill. And who knows what will
happen in the meantime.

On May 24 the ACTU leaders also an-
nounced that they were prepared to
“'soften’’ their antl-uranium stance in
arder to recognise existing mines.

This means both the Left parliamen-
tarians and ACTU leaders have openly
demonstrated their willingness to com-
promise even before the debate takes
place on the floor of Conference. They
have glven ground without a fight. And
that makes it far more difficult to to
grganise any strong anti-uranium lob-

by.

The ALP Right, which is unashamed-
ly pro-uranium, must be feeling very
confident.

The scenario is similar to what hap
pened in the lead-up to the 1982
Conference when Bob Hogg — at the
time a leader of the Soclalist Left fac-
tion in Victoria — did Hawke's dirty
work in drafting pro-uranium amend-
ments to the policy

When he put his amendments to the
Conference, he claimed, among other
things, thal he thought his stand was
necessary to prevent a “‘worse’’ poliey
gelting up.

The rest of the Victorian SL delega-
tion to Conference stayed solid, but
Hogg's defection was the excuse the
Victorian Centre Unity delegaies

needed In order to elude their clear
mandate from the Victorian Branch.

Realising that an attempi to water

Labor Militant, June 1984

down the old policy was on, a Victorian
Conference adopted a motion binding
all Victorian delegates to the old policy.
Hogg's treachery allowed them to cop
out,

Hogg has subsequently completed his
political journey by taking up a position
on Hawke's staff. This tlme around,
Hawke may not need a Hogg fo do his
dirty work. For he has already suc-
ceeded In bluffing the Left parliamen-
tarlans into compromising their stand.

It is worth going back to the 1977
policy to see how much ground has been
lost. This policy had the merit of being
unambiguous. Its most important sec-

tion read:
‘‘Accordingly, a Labor government
1

will —
a) declare a moratorium on uranium
mining and treatment in Australia;

b) repudiate any commitment of a non-
Labor government ot the mining,
processing or exporting of Australla’s
uranjum; and

¢) not permit the mining, processing or
export of uranium pursuant to agree-
ments entered into contrary to ALP
policy."

It noted two particular problems that
have to be taken Into account in the
uranium debate:

® ““the proven contribution of the
nuclear power industry to the prolifera
tlon of nuclear weapons and the in-
creased risk of nuclear war''; and

v
il
Bob Hogg moving his infamous a

Conference, Is the Left 'doing a Hogg' with

® ‘'the absence of procedures for the
storage and disposal of radicactlve
wastes 1o ensure that any danger posed
by such wastes to human life and the
environment Is eliminated.”

Therefore, '‘no commitment of
Australia’s uranium deposlis o the
world's nuclear fuel cycle' was o be
made until these problems had been
solved.

Now, even Blind Freddy can see that
the proliferation of nuclear weapons
and the danger of nuclear war have not
declined. The nuclear non-proliferation
treaty has clearly falled to contain the
arms race and yet the new Left draft
policy suggests that it provides some
sort of safeguard that can allow the con-

tinuation of uranium exports.

The draft notes that “‘unresolved
economic, soclal, biological, genetic,
environmental, and technical
problems’’ continue to be assoclated
with uranium mining and the develop-
ment of nuclear power in general. But it
does not draw from this the conclusion
that it Is imperative to stop uranium
mining immediately.

Some of the phrases incorporated in
the draft are simply rhetorical. For ex-
ample: ‘‘Labor believes that there
should have been no commitment of
Australia’s uranlum resources to the
world nuclear fuel cycle.” But the Left

Continued on page 8

mendments to uranium policy at the 1982

its compromised position?
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nuclear power o |

Party ranks demand
anti- uranium stand

been widely different interpretations of
Tony Muleahy a_p:HEﬁiéynplud at a State Uﬂ?‘lﬁu
pril 1. ¢

Member of Balcatta (WA) ALP Branch 3 remier Brian B leader:
and State President Federated Rub- Mi:.n:enrum {}gnwr_ﬂr::&!nn--mg

years. A moflon from iy,
ministrative Committee to the
Conference would have we.
position, but those who supp.
cessful amendment argued {h;
change was not necessary.
Thepro-uranium Interpretation of
loosely-worded amendmen
angered many Party members ang
porters. The Fremantle Elee
Council and the Maritime wo
Union have passed motions calliny

ber and Allied Workers Union the media have that it
At its April meeting, the WA Left fac- mmf l:un;msb’?}rn;n_q%mh s}m

Hon, Socialist Caucus, refused to back
calls for a speclal State Conference to
clarify the State Branch's position on
uranjum.

Such a conference has been made
necessary by the fact that there have

Ausiralia, However, the clear intention
g e“:: uma]nr_lty of ntﬂbose who voted for
policy was to Insist ‘phasin,
nu{_h of all mines. e
e WA Branch has maintained
strong anti-uranium policy for nfaq?r

Continued from page 5

draff would ensure that Austral
continue fo contribute to that fuueal &0:;]:
It‘l;hi';_vjr)‘:m's# 1o pretend otherwise, |

5 e

dolwnon nranlumrfn decided fo back

t can hardly say that it [s by
public opinion. The maslve!:il;ﬁ:rt
marches that took Place on April 15 took
Up the slogan of No uranjum mining.
And this demonstraies how deep feel.
l:gs Tun on this guestion. Who can deny
:rnl-l 4 strong stand against uranium
I?LIUE could attract massjve Support?
snddesn;m I?:cause nuclear power has

o dgesn'lﬂt]:[vne: safer. The draft CAMPAlgns to put pres

iy ¥ [0 suggest thai, erence del 5 sl\:lreonﬂaﬂua]
+ Ihe nuclear power industry is  sue, FoRsles Loty &

Just two montn
s before
Cu{x:ler[ence. a weak an(l-uranllu|:‘|:
policy is dumped on (he table and we
are expeeted 1o cop |t.

stand on this hééause they want to
Ppreserve various other dehngl); with the
Right. They have been totally sucked
Ln}llrm}:awkgs phoney “‘consensus’

mply means that {; J
I.n;ll along the line. ey

S a resull, the Left draft has
prepared without consultation th
ranks of the various Left factions and
anltli‘-uran:um committees. :
the past two years

leaders of the ALP Left n&ﬁn’tﬂﬁd
mally in not mounting & cancerted cm:—.
pa:jgn 10 restore the 1977 antl-uranjum
%)o cy. Even now there Is no serlous at.
'empt to organ|se meetings and petjtign

z;&uslraua's Participation in this in.
thusz:::fetnl:;g Z:Ler!na!ive work for all
d by it, !
e iployes - 1It's time som,
g ety B e, s Bl Lol
lmm e uraniu:l umnllghrre;?l musty Parliament st:a;:;aided e
1 the dev Pany ol e
HhE elopment of nuclear Party. ‘I%g;'i%ugr -:IIgII]llledrlasnks o
e : et cover that
wwﬂaumteg sifutﬁ;‘ for example, no  them a:;eles"u;;:‘:gr‘;mmx Pl
i nuclear The unequivoeal slénd mainiained
Ce 1380, over 20 nuclear Power sta- i

the Victorian Bra;

ﬂ;ms have been abandoned in va i pmte, A BN

slages of construction i ihe national Let d

other power . and some 114 faken as f| raft should not e

Iy Plants deferred Indefinite-  time for :l:nigs'st::?;g.s TEEI;? :a sl
l ving of

The same trend is apparent

the following key
'Y points;
1) Immediate re
‘pudiatis
lslzllggr l\;jr;ac!gnm contracts I:!':r:;dflute?;‘-
on of any moral, | :
elear weag politieal obligati st
n e oo On to compensare
-!ll‘a.ni. umhehu;xeyu.nmegruundmr 3nlmg e %

adequate
iR, T WO compensation {
viou Lent Pparliamen- g gyed Sy e .
ans do not want e !";‘ng dustry who are disaﬂvam:;::j‘;? 11;9

implementation of this policy.

g of the Conference.
"Labor Militant supporters initiae
pefition 1o back these moves ]
‘although it was only In circulation
short time, it attracted n
slgnatures — Including those of
‘politiclans, members of (h
minisirative Committee and ove
delegates to Conference. The fact :
Petitions Were sent in from all pay
the Siate indicates how widespread is
the anger at the cynical moves (o mi<

Tepresent the Branch's position.
Inivlew of this support, [t was
Tedsonable o assume that the SC wouy g
;i;_bk flie campaign. But no.
eKIernan — convenor of SC and an
sél\hl?!:lgimated Metals, Foundry ang
mmr_lghfs Union official — adopted a
e ﬁgltllude fowards the petition. H
by tfm:mly member of the unlon's
Al at the April 1 Conferenc:
i Imhe ls:;u zi'.gnci;illlie Poured scorn
n a special
Ennlerence and called gthe pgt]tir n
t;:l:‘dlsh and immature '
Kilernan used his influence with s

ecutive i
o TM:);E!ES::mmuﬂstrauve Commit
“State Executive, whi
3 chhas the rig
to l:terpre( poliey belweenp rclgrr-u
Ices, declares its Interpretation of

a:nlne;l:s;?ug mines without any escala-

G tvlly atany existing mine."
Cnmrnlitec .:ha! the Administrative
e s!a:d 48 moved towards this
S Indicates the pressure put
B € Party ranks. But 1njs course
muunnmst;:u leaves a contradietory
b etgouks and does not give
demonsirate g R 1
slach® BIF support for a clear

U;‘h?higclausa Laucus's fallure 1o fol.
by o Ugh the antl-uranium cam-
: mcepl;;dﬂ::rll 4 disappointing per-
Cmml;nterence, al faction at the April 1
& Ll;::lnol Prépared a elear resolution
i UM and was Poorly prepared
s [“my Other policy debales, It took

atives, It will have to sSmarten

up its
[; actifit wants to be taken serious-

r—adelaide

Labor
Against
Uranium
formed

Anti-uranium activists in the
Labor Party in Adelaide have
formed a new Labor Against
Uranium committee. The following
was sent out as a press release:

“On the Tth of May 1984, con-
cerned members of the Ausiralian
Labor Party formed a Lahor
Against Uranium committee. It is
calling for a return to the ALP’s
anti-uranium policy prior to iis
amendment at the 1982 federal con-
ference. That policy called on a
Labor Government to:

(1) declare a moratoriym omn
uranium mining and treatnient in
Australia

(2) repudiate any commitment of
a non-labor government to the min-
Ing, processing or export of
Australia’s uranium; and

(3) not permit the mining, proces-
sing, or export of uranium pursuant
to agreements entered into contrary
te ALP policy.

The committee is also supporting
a call for an enquiry into the effect of
atomic testing at Maralinga.

Labor Against Uranium is plann-
ing to hold activities aimed at
reaching all members of the Labor
Party and the general public. A
lunch-time rally will be held at the
state conference on June 9. A public
meeting will be held on July 4 at
Trades Hall. Speakers from federal
and state parliament will be among
those present.

For further information contact
Heather Orr on 272 6881."

Senator Jean Melzer from Vic-
toria has accepted an invitation to
address the July 4 meeting and it
will be chaired by South Australian
parliamentarian Peter Duncan. The
Nuclear Veterans' Assoclation and
the Kokatha Aboriginal people

(from the Roxhy Downs area) have

Right limits

ol
b

\

S

Like a bolt from the blue, Wran an

nounced on April 29, on his refurn from
Europe, that he would introduce a bill
for homosexual law reform into the
NSW Parliament within a couple of
weeks. On top of that, he threatened to
take the issue to State Conference to
have the conscience vote abolished LT
Labor members were responsible for
the bill's failure

Janet Burstall

Member Hozelle East (NSW) ALP
Branch and Municipal Employees
Unian

The loss of Labor seats in the March
State elections, and the even worse
showing of right-wing Labor candidates
in April local government elections
seemed to have made Wran recognise
that Right Is not always mighty in elec-
tions. There is no other apparent reason
for his sudden decision to pursue law
reform after nearly eight years in
Government.

The bill has now passed through
Parliament and s effective as part of
the Crimes Act. However, il has ac-
quired a number of shortcomings in its
passage; nol only through the
Legislative Council and Legislative As-
sembly, but also in Cabinet and other
ALP lobbying channels. Anyone who
thought Wran was really prepared fo

heen invited to provide speakers.

take on the Right have found they were
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.éhomosexual

law
i reform

Wrong.

The Influence of the Catholic Church
iIn the right wing of the NSW ALP is well
known. No doubt Wran's threat 1o
propose abolition of the consclence vote
at ALP State Conference would have
ccncerned these forces.

A proposal to abolish the consclence
vote on homosexual and abortion law
would have opened up vehement debate
in the ALP State Conference. And, If
successful, would have undermined the
power of the Right.

But Sydney's Roman Catholic
Archbishop Clancy came fo the rescue
of Wran's Catholic ministers, by not op-
posing the bill outright. He suggested
“the Catholic Church does not insist
that all morality be enforced by

ositive law. The role of positive law In
Catholic jurisprudence, is to promote
the commen good. . . ."”

He then raised a number of questions
for the members of Parliament to con
sider in judging the bill, without
answering these questions himself, For
example, “Will the proposed legislation
be designed to help homosexuals as-
sume a proper place in society without
declaring their way of life to be an ac-
ceplable lifestyle. . . .7"

‘Wran made extensive concesslons to
the Right. The final bill contained the
following weaknesses: an age of con-
sent for gay men of 18, compared to 16
for heterosexuals; ‘‘reaonable bellef"
that the other person was of consenting
age s not grounds for defence in cases
of homosexual acts with minors,
although it is for heterosexual acts; iwo
years gaol for 'soliciting, procuring, in-
citing and advising' a male person un-
der the age of 18 years lo have
homosexual intercourse.

Labor members George Petersen and
Peter Crawford moved amendments to
try to prevent such anomalles and
restrictions becoming law, but they did
not succeed.

While the reforms are welcome they
are certainly inadequate, and within
the ALP there is still an urgent need to
fight the conscience vote on both abor-
tion and homosexual law reform. ALP
members should continue to support
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Life under the Accord

When the ACTU and the ALP signed
the Accord In February 1983 a new era
opened up for the labour movement,
Never before, even durlng the restrie.
tions Imposed throughout World War I1,

the unlon movement committed
Itself to such a range of wage and condl-
tlons restrictions, nor pledged liself to
the pollcing role necessary to ensure
that these restrictions were actually
carrled out.

Pat Brewer b
Member of Forest Lodge (NSW) ALP
Branch and AMFSU

The success of this commitment s
now evident In figures released by the
Australlan Bureau of Statistics, Award
pay rates are Inereasing closely In line

with national wage declslons. That.

means that sectlonal claims have been
held down and the only movement [s
that of the centralised wage Indexatlon.
There {s no talk of a catch-up of the 9.1
per cent lost due to the wage pause ex-
cept some wild rhetoric by a few left un-
lonists,

The ABS flgures released on May 22
show that the wage rate Index for
March showed no increase. Between
September last year, when centralised
wage ng was Introduced with a 4.3
per cent rise, and March this year, the
Index has Increased by 4.4 per cent.

8 demonstrates that even the very
limlted award movements allowed out-
side Indexation by the National Wage
Case guldelines have not been effective-
ly pursued.

These clalms fall within the category
of anomaly clalms allowed malnly for
catch-up to the metal Industry pay stan-
dard since the end of the previous In-
dexation system In m!d-1981. The maln
area where these catch-up claims have
been made s In the wholesale and retall
trades where award rates have In-
creased by 4.9 per cent

But there are many areas where
clalms within these guldelines are out-
Standing. For example rural workers
have been knocked back time and time
‘again on an “[nabllity to pay"’ claim by
the employers; first on the basls of the
drought, then generally on the depres-
sed state of the Industry when the

ht broke. The cockies went so far

as lo apply for Indexation increases not

ta flow on to the rural sector. And there

are other examples of sectors whose
have never been pressed.

One major sector with an outstanding
anomaly s the Commonwealth Public
Service, where the ACOA and the
Australlan PSA are seeking an 8.3 per
cent rise to restore relativitles. To date
this claim, though lodged in December
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1883, has been successtully stalled,

The purpose of the rigidity of the ALP
wages polley has been made gulte ex-
plicit, Prime Minlster Hawke stated In
Parllament on May 2 that there would
be ““virtually no wage movement'' due
to the discounting of the Medlcare levy
at the October Natlonal Wage Case,

He stated that: “Very Impor-
tantly . . . it will mean that real unit
labor costs . . , will go back o what
they were In the late 1980s and 1970s
after having been way out of line In the
perlod intervening.'

Not only does the profit led recovery
policy beneflt from the driving back of
real unlt wages costs, but the fwo year
no strike clauses attached to the
National Wage Case agreements are
really beginning to pay off.

The Australlan Bureau of Statistles
reports a drop of 12 per cent In the
number of days lost due to Industrial
action in the 12 months to February,
1,562,600 days were lost to February
1884, compared to 1,772,100 days to
February 1983, compared to 4,377,300
days lost to February 1982 before the
one year no sirlke agreement was
brought In under the December 1981
Metal Trades Agreement.

While these statistics herald greater
profiis for the employers, they also
spell out the way the unlons have been
prepared to police thelr own members
and other unlons who dared rebel
against the restrictions. The Food
Preservers Unlon came In for masslve
abuse, not only from the Government,
but also from other unlons.

The spectacle of Bill Kelty, Charlie
Fitzgibbon and Laurle Carmichael
combined In their vitrlolle attack on
FPU organiser Gall Cotton at the ACTU
Congress last year Is but one example,
Now the pressure |s belng put on the
Federated Furnlshing Trades o glve
back the $11.%0 allowance they won
after a three week strike to bring them
In lme with other workers In the In-
dustry.

Even more alarming are the exam-
ples where workers In struggle have
been deliberately isolated by their un-
lons and forced back to work with litile
or no galn. The political effects of loss
of confldence In thelr unions will be one
of the long term consequences.

The ratlonale for wage restraint on
the part of the unlons has been to save
jobs and reduce unemployment. But
after one year of operation there has
been virtually no change In the rate of
unemployment. In fact Ralph Willis es-
timates that 9.5 per cent will be the of-
ficlal rate for sorme time to come,

While profitabllity has improved over
this year, investment has not resulted.
On May 3 the ABS Issued corrected

o ———t b \ .
figures for the December guarter,
Private Investment fell by 4 per cent
and capltal goods Investment fell by 8.1
per cent,

This I8 reflected In the changes In
employment levels during the same
period. Increases have occurred In such
areas as Government(25,000), finance
and property (57,000), community ser-
vices (47,000) and recreatlon and per-
sonal services (10,800},

But In the basic productive sectors of
the economy there has been a loss of
jobs. In agriculture 11,300 Jobs were
lost; In manufacturing 15,700; In con-
struction 8,400 and In the already
depressed mining sector a further 900,
And further Job losses are already In
the pipeline In the vehicle Indusiry, the
coal Industry, the shipbullding Industry
and the steel Industry.

The labour movemen! has already
copped a minimum 9.1 per cenl wage
cut during the wages pause. A further
12 months effective freeze |8 now loom-
Ing due to the Medicare discounting. To
offset this a tax cut has been promised
but tax indexation which used to be the
demnand of the unlons Is not even men-
tioned any more.

Less Jobs, less wages, worse condl-
tlons all spell a pretty grim life under
the Accord — for the working class.




conference round-up

Queensland Senate
ticket row

Federal Intervention In the
d 'h has prevented a

special State Councll meeting on May
36 determining the Senate ticket — the
matier for which It was convened.

Helen
Member Banyo/Northgate East (Qld,
ALP Branch i £ S

the number 3 and 4 positions respective-
Iy was lost, Black, from the Australlan

assoclated with Soclalist Left.

Tt}vlﬂ:fmﬂll Emuﬂvewlunn::ad the
resolution e Administrative Com-
mittee and selected the full Senate
team, along the lines of the

Peter Beattie

A 1 A

A resolution adopted by a vate of 15
12 at the State Adnum lll.l?rylll\f! &:?m'n:nilt‘3
fee meeting on May & called on the
Natlonal Executlve lo endorse current
Senators Gerry Jones and Margaret

the 01d Guard faction while Reynol,
trom Townsville, Is not algagg "'

The motion also urged that State
Council be allowed to filf the other two

dorse John Black and Bryant Burns, in

Practice for future
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miitee resolution, noting the Natlona]
IExncuﬂve de::dsinn. and calling for t

A heated debate occurred at State
Council over the Natlonal E: 2y
declsion. State Administrative Com-
mitee and Natlonal Executive member
1an McLean, strongly rejected 1t, say-
l::'i lrdwu [fﬂ:ﬂl:nl.lly m:muted, and

sed serlous Implications for the
Huture. He suggested the Natlonal Ex.
ecutive had sel Itself up as a selection
pal:rj iol: Queensland,

® also sald that State secre
Peter Beattle had had not mlen!ze{‘ll?e
Branch's position falrly at the Natlonal
Executive and had encouraged the tak-
:1‘:’;:@ of Lh: decision out of the Branch’s

5

leglanoeA““e of his own factlonal al-

The motion also criticised

fiating the Australian do]lla(re.a;mg:gi
SEEn as putting s Value beyond the
control of "demﬂcrallually elected"
bodies and into the hands of mypy;.
national banking COrporations
Ennferencr Was angry at the

Hawke-Keaung.-‘Rlchardsun” EToup
for trampling on Party policies, But
there was |it{le discussion about this
EToup's pro-capitalist strategy,

In the first part of the Conference a
motion was Passed condemning the
National Actlon for Promoting racisy
Violence. It called on the NSW Gavern.
ment to Investigate the activities of this
Elr:‘:p, 1;' also condemned the racist
Pﬂr‘l:'. of the leaders of the Liberal
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Trivial factionalism

blurs debate 5.&,_
f o)

“We must stop the factlional In-
fighting and get on with the job of
defeating the Liberals. We have an
obligation to get the best candidates for
State and Federal elections, not our
best triends or people from our factions
but the best candidates,” sald Bob Mec-
Mullan, ALP Natlonal Secretary In his
opening address to the Tasmanlan
State Councll meeting held on the May
18 and 19.
Lou-Anne Barker
Member Emu Bay (las) ALP Branch

But the conference was rife with fac-
tlonallsm and much of It trivial. For ex-
ample, a great deal of time was taken
up discussing whether 63-year.old
Senator John Hearn should be eligible
as acandidate at the next elections. The
Left supported the renomination of
Hearn and claimed that the right-wing
faction Labor Unlty wanted to replace
him with one of thelr own.

But this debate completely failed to
address the problem of what policles
and strategy Labor would need for an
improved performance In Tasmania.
Such a discusslon Is certainly called for
In vlew of the massive swing agalnst
Labor in the last State elections.

None of the major factions managed
1o define their political basis and there
appeared little difference between the
Democratic Soclallsts and Centre Left

The Lett taction falled to cut through
the trivia and the Right faction, Labor
Unity, showed that it {s making ground
In organisational terms.

Very little effort was made hf Left
delegates to take up the economle and
foreign pollcy strategles of the Hawke
Government. There was no discusslon
of the Accord even though Tasmania s
witnessing a rise of workers' struggles
that threaten the Accord's framework.
What attitude should the ALP adopt to
such workers' struggles? No one at-
tempted to answer that vital questlon.

There was one polnt on which all fac-
tlons united. That was the endorsement
of a “severe reprimand’ for former
State secretary, Kath Venn, dellvered
by a tribunal investigating her support
for the election campalgn of Senator
Brian Harradine — a right-wing
renegade assoclated with the Natlonal
Clvic Councll. The tribunal found her
Eullty of disloyalty but refused to
recommend her expulsion because she
had been & Party member for 30 years.

As a result of the Venn case, Councll
adopted a rule which will mean

Labor Milltant, June 1984

dutomatic expulsion for anyone who!

Ing publicity, any candidate or can-
didates standing against an endorsed
candldate or candidates of the Party."

But such a rule does not discriminate
In any way between those who support
progressive candidates and those who
support reactionaries like Harradine.
For example, what might have hap-
pened to an ALP member handing out
leaflets for Bob Brown of the
Wilderness Soclety? Could they expect
the same leniency shown to Kath Venn?
Some of those who oppose ALP can-
didates are outright enemles of the
labour movement. Others represent
views supported by the majority of the
movement. Harradine is certainly in
the former category.

There were, however, some progres-
slve decisions taken by Council.

There was unanimous support for a
motlon reaffirming present ALP policy
on uranium — opposing the opening of
any new mines and calling for the phas-
ing out exIsting ones.

Counell also condemned the arrest of
miners picketing the Burnle wharves
during the Que River dispute. They cal-
led on the Federal Government to
remove the secondary boycott leglsla-
tlon by repealing sections 45D and 45E
of the Trade Practices Act.

Mike Grey, State Organiser of the
FEDFA, pointed out that under these
antl-union laws Introduced by Fraser,
Individual unlon members could face
fines up to $50,000 and unlons up to
$250,000. He attacked Hawke for not
repealing these laws as he had
promised In the election campaign.

A motlon, from the AMFSU, calling
for the establishment of a Natlonal In.
stitute of Occupational Health and
Safety was adopted.

The report of the Economlc and
Development Policy Committee
criticlsed Paul Keating's attempts to
water down existing commitments. But
no attempt was made to analyse the in-
adequacles of existing policy.

Similarly, the report from the
Forelgn Affalrs, Defence and Disarma-
ment Committee did not go far enough.
For example, Instead of calling for the
removal of the U.S. bases from
Australla, It supported their retention
on five conditions. These Included a
“‘dual key' system for North-West
Cape; two days' warning for the
Ausirallan Government for any exter-
nal use of the bases; the provision of the
same Information on the functlon of the
bases to the Australlan public as Is

Kath Venn, open supporter of Labor
renegade Brian Harradine. Let off
with reprimand

avallable to the U.S. public; and free
access to the bases for parllamen-
tarians.

None of these measures can prevent
the U.S. making secret use of Its
sophisticated monltoring and transmit-
ting equipment. The bases are an in-
tegral part of the U.S. military network
and the only way to change that Is to
close them down.

A motion on the ANZUS was simllarly
Inadequate in that it simply called for a
“renegotiation™ of the treaty. This
treaty has nothing to do with
Australia’s “defence.” It Is an aggres-
slve military pact and should be
broken,

A good motlon condemned the U.S. In-
vaslon of Grenada and another con-
demned Australlan military ald to the
Philippines. But there was no mention
of the current dangerous situation In
Central America.

The Educatlon, Sclence, Medla and
the Arts Policy Committee called for
the establishment of a Tasmanlan
Branch ALP newspaper to help counter
the lles spread in the capitalist-owned
press.

The fact that over 100 coples of Labor
Militant were sold to the 200 delegaies
showed that many of them would prefer
to see more political discussion. Dis-
satlsfactlon with trivial factionalism
was also plcked up by Hobart Mercury
correspondent who wrote:

'There were rumblings of discontent
among some left-wing delegates at the
Councll, with talk of establlshing a
Tasmanlan version of the Victorian far
left-wing factlon, the Soclallst Left."
Maoves to establish a more political Left
current in the Tasmanian Branch are
urgently needed.

EE
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It s obvious that leaders of the lekemvmanllntmd
1o launch a major assault on ALP economlie polley at the
fortheoming conferen i

T th ce. R
Treasurer Paul Keating has had the draft of an alternative
program circulating for some months. This seeks to bring
;;em%&rm“f in; lzlne with the government's practice
most of {ts refer Governmi £
tervention In the economy. i g

Martin Tuck
Member Livingstone (NSW) ALP Branch

Keating's draft removes the previous commitment 10 ex-
pand public enterprise. It opens the door for the reduction of
tariff protection of inefficlent industries. And it clears the
way for the implementation of the Martin Report on

banking and other financlal institutions.

It seeks to give the government more fexibility in its
M«:ﬁ;ﬁ:ﬁ by replacing the commitment to reduce

direct 4 vague commi|
pectl e B mitment to review the whole

1t eliminates the promise (o “‘adopt selectlve stimulatory
B ry and monelary policies”” and In place of the term
‘control inflation" it Inserts “reduce Inflatlon.”” Keating's
ch Is o control budget deficits by cutting some of

S mﬁl::m aMg;raxl‘nma;.
J made It clear he wants a new draft of ihe
Prices m d Incomes Accord in order to eliminate some ofits
ctlons and ambiguities. That is, he wanls to remove
:‘hﬂw that stand in the way of the Accord's principal
8 'smmmulltlng 4 profit recovery through real wage
‘The

‘should not come as a surprise to anyone.
il.lave been primarily responsible for da:u{slng
ni's strategy almed at creating the best possi-

from Australia’s leading corporations and

cuf
e
‘ble

e of thelr strategy involved securing the Ac-
g 8 could gain maximum benefli from
‘tltllmnhed usfralla in mid-1983,
e Involves a “‘restructuring'’ of
~and finanelal institutions so that the
Wil become more competltive Infer.

egy to an international audience
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‘series ex-
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‘short of the drastic measurcs
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0 believe they are in a better
ch measures. For the past twe
an Intensive campaign almed at

ey must endure considerable

nent has already had more
i;;%:mmoting a capitalist solu-
reduced real wages more

rapldly. Kﬁ@ udget Increased subsidies to large
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?ﬁgﬁsd&@:lﬂm{%ﬁj’@ e dollar was praised as a bold

Hawke and Keatln welcomed the proposals of the
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Tecovery has largely been iculture, con-
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drought was largely sible for e
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ow there are signs that a peyw Brewl
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ome of them want to go further a T
Government. e
Leading industrialists — like ‘Walson
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ssociation, | Ne
; et lhailh:m of A em‘t DE’VI-I ul.‘elﬂb‘ e
ested that labour costs (le re; mm_ i e
even further without the I:En":lllled wnze' fLbe reduced
In response to this sentiment the Liberal, .
f\:v‘é:{mﬂlrlrm has begun preparing an alternatlve Lty
mjam.ru Proposals for breaking up some of the o
trade unions and introducing more laws 1o re 1'““51[}

actlvities; plans to allow bosses 1 : 1 a
Tates; and plans to sell off public en?e?;r’[&:’:lk?‘[’%iaﬂm
anlqb ’gAﬁ bl: :lrslvale enterprise, e
rals’ policies are modelled on L
Thatcher Government in Britaln and it is clurull::;'dmﬁ
Present themselves as a clear right-wing alternative to

awke's ''consensus’ politics.
fawke and Keating are also having difficulty reaching a
sensus with some sections of the trade union movement
some aspects of their economic policies,
The leaders of the large and Influential Amalgamated
fetals, Foundry and Shipwrights Unlon are firm supporters
the Accord but they are unhappy with Keatlng's draft
momle policy. A natlonal council meeting of the unien in
pril released a eritlelsm of the draft which, It sald,
‘softens Labor's commitment to reduce reliance on indirect
“taxation, and retreats from the ALP's commitment to
gstering democratic participation and decision-making in
h blic and private sectors of the economy,”
"It also criticised the draft on the grounds thai li “‘opens the
yay for forelgn enlry Into banking and other strategic sec-
ors of the economy
‘The attitude taken by the AMFSU leaders is similar to that
dopted by members of the left faction of the ALP caucus in
S Federal Parliament. They too have strongly objected to
proposals to allow the entry of forelgn banks and to reduce
sovernment control of the economy in general.
‘The left parllamentarians on caucus economic poliey com-
tees have rejecied Keatlng's draft and it is unlikely to
S win the unanimous support of the national ALFP economic
“policy committee.
8 This should ensure that there will be debate at the
‘National Conference on this. However, the alternatives will
e falsely posed.
[Keating’s arguments are obvious. He will argue that his is
I8 only pragmatic approach. If the Government is to be
- committed to restoring profit levels it must adopt the kind of
consistent pro-capitalist measures he has advocated. These
have already helped boost profits and have the support
of business leaders and ACTU leaders represented on the
Economic Planning Advisory Council,
He will also argue that the only alternative to his approach
'IS that of the Liberals and he will suggest that those whao op-
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pose him are indirectly helping the Liberals to return to
power with their program of savage attacks. He will use the
fact that there Is nervousness about the recovery to argue
that Labor must present a unlted front behind his plam for
“‘broadening™ it.

The Left, on the other hand, will argue that Labor should
maintain the exlsting policles that seek to Increase
“‘democratic’’ eontrol of the economy. They will suggest
that multinational corporations and forelgn banks represent
a threat to Australla’s national interests and that a Labor
Government can only protect the interests of all seetors of
the soclety by malintalning Its direct involvement in
economic planning.

The problem with this approach Is that it Ignores the fact
that, in a perlod of deep crisls, there can be no consensus
about what to do and there is no 'national’’ interest as such.
The bosses can only malntain thelr profits by slashing the
wages and living standards of thelr workers.

A Labor Government that s committed to the restoration
of capitalism must govern on behalf of the capltalist class.
Keating's pollcies cannot resolve the inherent weaknesses of
capltalism, but they do seek to Improve the efficlency of
Australian capitalism so that It can take advantage of the
upturns that come along.

Exlsting Government controls do nothing to allow
*“democratic” control of the economy. Take the banking
controls as an example.

It is argued that Government controls of Interest rates can
ensure that the banks make money avallable for housing
and other loans. But if the interest rates for housing loans
are less than what the banks can get from other kinds of
loans, then they will not allocate funds for home loans. In ef-
fect the Government has no alternative but fo set the In-
terest rate at the level determined by the market

As long as the capltalists malntain full control over what
they do with their capital the Government cannot force them
to make it available for socially useful projects, even If it
wanted to. They will always use it where they can make a
maximum profit.

The wealth of Australlan corporations and banks s no
more under the control of ordinary Australlans than that of
multinational companies.

Tn what ways will foreign banks be worse than Australian
banks? They may even offer better services.

The Left will also defend the protectlon of Australian
manufacturing industries. But what good has this done? It
has increased domestic prices and maintained Inefficient
producers but it has not saved jobs in a time of recession.

The Hawke Government's restructuring proposal would
certalnly cost a lot of Jobs, But the alternative to that Is not
1o defend protectionism because It has also falled to protect
waorkers.

BHP is a good example of an Australlan company that has
gained from tariff protection. It has buflt up enormous as
sets and monopolised the steel Industry, When the recession
hit in 1982, it laid off hundreds of steelworkers and then went
on fo reglster record half-yearly profit In iis steel division
and to buy out the US-based Utah corporation.

The real alternative to the Hawke/Keating strategy Is to
promote socialist, anti-capitalist solutions.

Wealthy companies like BHP and GMH — that sack
workers — should be natlonalised and operated to full
capacity. The economic crisis has left many factorles and
plants under-ulilised and over a million people out of work.
The problem could easily be overcome if production was
planned according to soclety’s needs rather than the crea-
tlon of profit for the already wealthy.

Rather than helping Ausiralian banks to accumulate even
more massive reserves, Labor should nationalise them so
those reserves could be put to good use.

Unfortunately, the soclalist alternative is not likely to be
put forward at the National Conference. In its absence,
Keating's “‘pragmatism’ will triumph over the contradie-
tory approach of the Left.
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past month as Rex Connor
prepares to mominate for Federal
I.muﬂh um s the son of the
x“‘('}nnlnr {hhitinhmr for

the Whiil

Government), and defeated c::‘!
mlllllhhrﬁnuu of Wollongong in
recent State elections s being
encouraged by the Right to oppose
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cent Branch elections in the.WT:i-
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e 7 A 85 allable posi
tions of alternay, the posi-
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tral america

nitted by the Committees In
th Central Amerlca and

bhean.

g many Important issues facing

nal Conference, the situation In

‘Amerlca Is one that deserves

}yyear the Government took the
ortant step of establishing
atle relatlons with the Govern-
of Nicaragua. At the same time,
iever, parallel relations were
ed with the military dictatorship in
‘Salvador, which Amnesty Inter-
onal now confirms is responsible
t murdering 40,000 civilians in the last

years.
5 highlights a contradiction In
ernment policy that the Conference
fake steps towards overcoming.
eady It 1s Government policy to
pport the process which has
aloped around the Contadora peace
gposals put forward by Mexlico,
ama, Venezuela and Colombia,

| The following resolution was adopted
by the Socialist International at its con-
ference in Brussels in November 1983

® The Socialist International reiterates
its deep concern about the situation in
Central America and demands that the
IS administration adopt a positive at
fitude towards a negotiated settlement
In the reglon
In particular the
national is very disturbed
ble military intervention in
and Nicaragua that would se
jgravate the already explo
in the region and could
devastating effects not only in inter-
American but also In internailonal refa-
tions as well
"The Soclalist International welcomes
the efforts of the Salvadoran oppositlon,
in particular the fundamental role of its
member party, the MNR, in the search
for a negotiated settlement. The
Soclallst International urges the US ad-
ministration and the US-backed
Salvadoran regime to respond seriously
and in good faith to these initiatives.
The Socialist International welcomes
the positive initiatives recently
proposed by the Nicaraguan govern-
ment as efforts to find negotiated
political solutions 1o the eonflicts of the
region.
A negotlation process Involves com-

Inter

Soclalist
b
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Nicaragua has worked to Implement

these proposals, as has the Farabundo
Martl
Front/Revolutionary Democratic
Front of El Salvador. But the US.
backed Salvadoran dictatorship and the
Reagan Administration Itself have re
jected these proposals In favour of a
military solution.

National Liberation

In June and July last year both

Hawke and Hayden expressed thelr
support for the “legitimate rights' of
the U.S. to Intervene In Central
America, and in November the govern-
ment falled In the United Natlons to
condemn the US invasion of Grenada.
But these actions are In contradlction to
the Contadora peace process. There Is,
therefore, a need to tighten ALF policy
on Central America and to pull the
Government
Conference declslons.

into llne around

Already the ACT Forelgn Affalrs and
Defence Policy Committee has put
torward motions which call for the con-
demnation of U.S. pollcy In the reglon

entral America

promise, and is therefore more time-
suming and complex than the use of
force as a means of seeking solutions.
The Soclallst International therefore
suggests to those who have expressed
impatience at the pace of negotiations
to consider this reality and to examine
the extent and sincerity of thelr com-
mitment to the success of such a
process. In this context the Sociallst
International supports the efforts of the
Contadora group for peace, negotla
tlons and stability ln Central America.

] at policy for ALP on Central America?

and for strong opposition to any possl-
ble U.S, invaslon, Simllar motlgnl: will
be presented from other Party bodles
and from many States. Polley
adopted at Natlonal Conference should
Include the following major polnts;

® the withdrawal of all U.S. forces
from Central America and an end to all
U.S. military ald

@ actlve opposition to any U.8. Inva-
slon
® support for the electoral process In
Nicaragua

® support for the broad government
proposals put forward by the
FMLN/FDR

It has already been established by the
progressive forces In Central America
that they are independent in outlook
and actlon and will tolerate no outslde
Interference In the reglon whatsoever.
Anend to U.S, Intervention In the region
will open the way for this possibility to
become the reallty.

The Soclalist International condemns
the role belng played by the Honduran
government and demands an end to the
military manoeuvres that have only in-

creased exlsting tenslons.

The Soclalist International expresses
Its great concern at the revival of the
so-called Central America Defence
Council (CONDECA) by the armies of
Guatemala, El Salvador and Honduras
and views this development as agalinst
a pursuit of a negoilated solution to the

reglonal crisis.

Join the Committ
Central Americd

ee In Solidarity with
and the Caribbean!

Clip and mail to: CISCAC. PO Box A431 Sydney South 2000

{1 Enclosed is §5 for five issues of Venceremos.
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victoria

Union affiliation row

Inquiry ‘not a very good move’

The following is the text
of a talk
:Il’en at the Easter social rights con-
E;Irl:n“ in Melbourne by Ralph
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Front and so on, . . .m!nslrlal SR
S0, it's not a situation where Labor
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e awke being extremely
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pressure on the Left in Victoria

think a factor that has not been noied
very widely within the movement is 1.
development of the Centre Lof: in (.
gar_l]a:nentary Party. I personally
liunl le]Ievz that the Centre Left far
B:n Within that parliamentary Party ¢
mﬁhing giher thén a palace politics
nu?x'élm' It's influence is very largely
SIS fbe ol
TiL & Ver It does, 1
nl'lpnll.:t:plny a possibllity for a number

he first, and primary, con
gn:w?c;ri(on in Labor Ul*ty urml;nigi
o tehen Cabinet would be to en.
a mh:ﬂthe Left is not simply outdone
b n to the NCC affillations byt
Permanently destroyed, Now

tieult, far more difficult than it was.

Far more effective 3 me.llmd, in my
the people in

within the parli;
ame:
fecNTl? Centre Left g;:ﬁiﬁ: i
ﬂecausetmtihc;nm:: r;;:e] vér‘y‘ éasilv
et al repr, -
You've only got tg haye a%riii?i‘fﬂ

at State Conference 1, In fact get

\

Maynes from the Clerks Union

Self onto the various structural
ittees of the Party, get on to the
strative Committee and all the
5. And therefore realignments are

chieved than perhaps
the case in the past where th
simply winners and losers. In the
days you had to destroy the Branch
galign it. Now, you've got the option
‘realipgnment within the structures
1 think the effective way for the
by to realign itself would be for a
ht-wing opposition to be created

¥ou therefore have the possibility of
ople in Labor Unity coming to terms
Swith the Independents and with some
sectlons of the Soclalist Left. In fact
there | possibility of the
!Soclallst Lert being reduced to a small
left-wing opposition. The end result
“might a right-wing group, a left-wing
S Broup and a great big mass in the
gentre. . . .

Our concern from the Left must be (0
ensure that we take up a position w hich
will stop the affillation of those right
wing unions. . . . (But) what we have
done, believe It or not, is to create an in-
quiry. Now Inquirles are very good
things. If you've got no muscle, if
you've got no bargaining poslition what-
spever, then you have an inquiry and
you work like buggery and you hope
you'll get something even if its 4 few
scraps off the table.

But when you're in a senlor position,
when you're over 45 per cent at the
State Conference. . . and when you've
got the capacity to serew the Indepen-
dents to get them 1o stay in line with
you, to have an inquiry Is not a very

good move, I would have thought. .
Instead of the Party (majority) tak-

ing it upon themselves to run with the

inquiry, It would have been much better

Labor Milltant, June 1584

nal Civic Council leader B.A. Santamaria (left) and his polit

to have s
kind of
campalgn whic

within the Party to survive and have an
Impact. . . .

(So the situation Is) the Left will be
operating in a vacuum, In a political
vacuum, they will be going through a
judiclal process. They might go through
It honestly, they might go in a way
which 1s beyond reproach, but in the
end when you come down to the report,
they have 1o make a choice under pres-
sure.

Mow, we've got a choice. . It's not
too late for the movement as a whole to
campaign vigorously on this particular
issue and I would suggest that it Is vital
that the Left as a whole campalgn on
this issue, and campalgn vigorously.

I'll probably get Into trouble from
John Cain or somebody because I've
come out and spoken about this lssue in
public though I haven't exactly said
anything startling. . . . But that's life

in the Labor Party. It doesn't par-

ticularly worry me, but it worries a lot
of people In the Party and what they
have to be shown is that — within the
union movement, within the left
political movement and In the Party —
people consider It eruelal to provide an
oppositon to the Hawke Government.

ical associate

ampaign, some
paign, a mass
involves the members,
a campaign politicise the Party
around this issue and educate and

(An historic position In the Labor
common

agitate and do all the other things we = 4
are fairly good at doing In other areas. g‘“-‘ 115‘ the lowesl e
Instead of doing that we have come to pf_:\?{;’g;‘"gg;eC;‘;‘:rfnfr:supl’lr:;lmfs

t avily nquiry. And .

rely quite heavily om IEE parliamentary or otherwise, of a lot of

when you help ereate the inguiry and
when you've done nothing else fo offer
alternatives, to apply pressure, and do
all the other things you're supposed to
be good at you end up getting an inquiry
which Is uncertain. . .

It's very difficult for people in any
sort of closed judiclal situation to look
outside and get support from outside.

_ (Now) we are going to get an in-
quiry which is going to come up with a
result which the Left Is golng to have to

people of all different political perspec-
tives. It provides a parllamentary
Party with a non controverslal base, It
provides a person like Hawke as an ex-
ample to the whole Party of how you
don’t rock the boat and you achleyve suc-
cess. . . -

‘We now have the problem of a Centre
Left developing and a right-wing op-
position being introduced lnto the Vie-
torlan Branch.

accept because it's going to be said its
our inquiry, we participated in It, we
made submissions to It, and at the end,
whatever that inquiry comes up with,
we're golng to have to accept It

The recent dissolution of the Com-
munlst Party of this State was another
confusion, the lack of
direction that the Left in the Labor
Party is going to feel. ... What they
(those who left the Communisi Party)
are talking about is to bring together
people who are in the Labor Party and
fhe socialist left outside the Labor
Party.

Now that possibility of creating other
centres of activity {s also going to have
a marked effect on the capacity, the
willingness of people In the Sociallst
Left — not all the people, but some of
them — 10 concentrate on the lssue
which seems to me to be paramount at
this point in time. That is the affiliation
of those unions. The life and death

Back

copies

Back copies of most of issues
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While stocks last we are
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also make full sets available
for those who are interested.
To order back copies, or
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middle east

Let Faris Glubb be heard!

!‘hhlhm.hﬁliuldlluﬂlf rights from
o from the question of the status of  recognize the PLO

Minlster Btewart  the PLO, We urge the Government to mon.lmx Israel Thi:n;lolll::eispi‘q
'LO, and exactly parently based on a statement made hpv

Greece and Sweden, This year PLO UN
representative Terzl visited Canada,
which Illke Australla has always
adopted a very pro-Israel stance. .
When even the Queen has toured
Jordan this year and referred to the
“Palestinian people's tragedy at a
state dinner In Amman, It Is & sad com-
ment on Australlan policy that a visa

tinlans commenced an armed The *'terrorlsm t Y

0 1967 to further thelr cause. desperate retreat for mo:;:;.L ha".'se n:
no doubt that this action has  other argument left, It Is a dangerous
helr plight to the centre of In-  inverslon of the real history of the
al opinlon and concern, and Israell-Palestinian confllet, and must

Israells to recognize that, be rejected as such, ;

later, they will have to make Flnally, the PHRC belleves that the
th the Palestinians and the denlal of a visa is a denfal of fundamen-

Cenal, Sy Suman Rights  clariy ts view on the P
space for E:plltlocmum to be “‘members" of the Prime Minister on 6 March 1983, the tal democratle rights. Mr Glubb b
bt i as
Dear Minister, For serlous scholars of the Middle mh‘mﬁ’ﬂ. before any [arael that was born, and thrives, toured and spoken In the USA and should be refused to a well-known and
I write on behalf of our aftilly East there Is 0 questlon of “splitting”  any Caucus or C Mnm » 1d before Ism. The Palestinians were around Europe on several occasions, respected Journalist whose father has
State organizations to request u,.,“:a m""’“”"’“mﬂemme?}.ﬁn considered the. Im: et meetlng had ut by Jewish-Zionist terror Hls writings and broadcasts are dis. been such a key figure In Arab-British
Government mmderllnrl!cmnn' ? the Australlan Government attempts to Glven that nemf il who massacred Palestinian tributed regularly within Australia. relations, and whose own career has
to grant a visa to Farls Glubb, m::. do . As Ralph Jacobl remarked to  recognizes th ier slde presently a8 well as assassinating and  Around the world, PLO officlal been no less honourable,
been invited by the PHRC (Australin) Parllament on 7 May, “The political  Australian ‘e:u her, How can the the Britlsh military forces. It representatives are recelved warmly. We urge you to reconsider Farls
to engage In a speaking tour @) basls of the PLO fs the predicament of b i overnment ‘‘evep now the world’s fourth ranked  In the last three years, PLO Chairman Glubb's case, and we are of course will-
We &re concerned that Mr Glubb e,k SICEUIRIAN people.” Time and time  the ey and caba 1y and not power, that conducted its war  Yasser Arafat and Forelgn Minister Ing to meet with you at any time to dis-
recelved no reply fo his visa application =51 the Palestinian people have ex. endless dwuu:: B allow an r against civilian Palestinians  Farouk Kaddoumi have been welcomed ~ €uss any points we have ralsed.
Pressed their overwh Iming supportfor  clans ang s 'aell speakers, polit)- Lebanese In 1982, and supervised  in most ““developed” nations, Including 18 May 1984
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bombing of the Hilton Hotel have all left
ASIO and ASIS with little public sup-

Labor Militant, June 1984

the Middle East who supports the just  right wing as Hawke's.
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e he got to the diseussion

with the evidence tha
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¥ the opposite result —
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‘e political power of the

[0 power to contpg) pri

Carmichael woulg do well to Temember th

The thoughts of
Laurie Carmichael

Urle Carmichael fs an enigma. His
and articulate militani lingers on, and
tified with the right-wing Hawke Labor
not renounced his membership of the
d yet he sits alongside the bosses on
alian Manuracrurtng Council,

Lau'rie'Carrﬁthael
5??055%5‘\2:'“ the policy alsp leg g the demise of the
o memn{lnem and the election of Thatcher. And it

pea ageﬁ 1o gain contro] of 3 number of key'un[cm
i wém: 2 lgnoring the British eXperience, Car.
e mnsld:rle‘:iu:‘gj;e :l!'t‘her International develop'mvnté
e ‘e the social contract Strategy im.
He listed: the technols;

] g gleal revolution
;Lniusa:?lléar_r;:fp?ﬁzllans: the "demnr:r‘::fc Struggles" of the
mohelarlsm-land mgrowlh of conservatism, Reaganism),
ke E Te-emergence of mass y 1 t

L lham:ed industrialiseq countries "

B (aLSEgENﬂ::T the conclusipn that the “labour move
Sotev At g t{lﬁ:eed to develop strategies that arel
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'+ Pure ang simple, was im posed,

The Accord, howey
er, hi
g taking the Movement .l.:a:')ft
hifley, when Wage control A

claims If Is
er In a per
ggles. They

ardly the historic progress Carmichae
45 no denying the fact that it is hard
to conduct successful industrial s
e weeks where they once took days
hat doesn't mean that struggle has become obsolete
‘the attacks will get mare savage as the capl
ieontinues and the Accord is eroding the fight
workers' defensive organisations — the union
ghael turned his attention to the “social wage.' He
ifo present an argument that, in focussing attention on
[al'wage, the Accord is helping to protect the Int 5
lowest-pald workers.
began by presenting figures intended to show that, in
gntrating on winning gains in their industrial wages In
eriod since 1974, workers had in fact made a net loss
i the erosion of the social wage.
presented the following figures: tradesmen’s wages i
e {offset by an
Week loss In the social wage); at the same tirm
esmen’s wages inereased by $45 per week (with a $89
fin the social wage). From this he concludes that
Kers should have paid more attention to the social wage
it it should be remembered that he is talking about the
d'when the Fraser Government used the indexation
em to erode wage levels and af the same time slashed
iy at soelal security payments and other components of
' soclal wage.
BItis hard to work out how Carmichael estimated the social
e, but even if his figures are accurate they simply
pnstrate that living standards declined under Fraser
[0'one would dispute that, but the truth is they would have
elined even further if unions had not paid attention to win
Aing Improvements in the industrial w
Carmichael also argued that wage rises
gorkers had made things worse for low-paid w

rkers. He

for one, along with a lot of others, have put in decades of
0rk trying to do something about the living standards of
dlow-paid workers. I have cele ted my 40th year of ac
SHVity, and in that time what [ have seen, by practical ex
iperience, is that the relativity of the low-paid worker has

contlnual decline over thai period o
lo say that any attempt to ehange the r

and material for all those that are higher

There 15 no denying that higher paid workers are often bet
and have the Industrial muscle to win further

That may increase the gap between the
higher and lower paid workers but it does not mean the
are worse off In absolute terms as a

achieved by preventing higher pald workers
vinning improvements. In fact, In freezing existing
itles, the Aecord prevents low-pald workers from us-
flow-on or comparatlve wage Justice arguments for im

e position of low-paid workers will only be improved if

unions organise them and ensure that wage campaigns are

carried out in a united fashion.

“hael’s position bolls down to blaming the better

organised workers for the worse position of the less well

organised. This is dangerous nonsense that can only under

mine working class unity

One of the examples used by Carmichael 1o indicate that
A orking was Medicare, yet the tax levy as

with this discriminates agalnst . .

lichael remains enthusiastic about the Accord. But
s have some criticlsms of the way it Is being im-

ard the theory that there are two wings of the
Hawke Government — one, presumably the Left, is in
favour of implementing the Accord; the other, he suggested,
is not. He blamed the latter for blocking an effective price
control mechanism and for putting forward measures like
the deregulation of the finance sector.

ies a threat to the Accord. In reality they are en-
tirely consistent with the Accord’s central aim: to boost
profits in a time of capitalist crisis.

! rMisrepresented

Now children . . .

In his contribution to the National

Party national secreiary Bob
McMullan, has told delegates to TR}
behave themselves.
In his view, the fact that the
Hawke Government
“‘demands that delegates to
conference act with discipline and

conceded that:
“'This is not to say the approach to

conference debates should be

the present and past.' But, he
warned, delegates must have “'at the

forefront
objective of the conference: fo

and relevant policies.

promote meaningless and irrelevant

of McMullen's chiding?

attempt to intimidate delegates out by Ie‘:ju:‘ing our uranium in the

of opposing the policies and
practices of the Hawke Government. B] d e
Conference registration pamphlet, Pull the other leg, 00d money

On a May 24 ABC television
program, Attorney-General Senator
Evans called David Combe a “‘damn
fool' who was “ill-advised hy his
Journalist mates" in rejecting a re-
cent jobh offer by the Federal

When he arrived in London on May
is popular 13, Bl Hayden told the press that he
considered those who oppose the
mining and export of Ausiralian
responsibility."” Graclously, he uranium are weakening the nuclear
non-proliferation treaty.
He argued that if Australla does
not continue to dl.'u\'&l'ﬂlil'ﬂ:hll;n for
dventure or questioning of eaceful purposes, it will “‘deliver a
oL d Eerx savage body-blow against the
prospects of a successful renegotia-
of their minds the tion of the treaty."
If you can follow ihe logic of that
provide the ALP with meaningful  you deserve an award for
2 perseverence. What he would have
Not too many delegates go to us belleve is that by proliferating the
Natlonal Conference in order to world's uranium supplies we can
make an effective contribution to
policies. So what is the real purpose  puclear non-proliferation.
cries the voice of reason, “wouldn’t
It can only be interpreted as an we make a much better contribution

Evans, who was one of the

life into a living hell, also suggested
that the victim had
architect of his own misforfune.’
What a hide! Evans and Hawke
are the ones with egg on their faces
out of the infamous Combe-Ivanov
affalr as far as most people in the
labour movement are concerned.
They were the ones who were
prepared to destroy a person's
reputation on the hasis of an ASIO
report and Ulegal phone taps.
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lion democracy

U Rank-and-File
mpaigning for union democracy

The unlonlsts have responded with
pickets and other actlons and gulte a
few have now been arrested and
charged with things llke assault. Some
of them have been fined pretty heavily
and the Rank-and-Flle has been com-
mitted to supporting these members.
We ran a raffle in the city which was
well supported and we were able to
send up 3600 to assist the shearers In the

_Pparty machinery

Victorian Branch

Activist’s guide to ALP
Victorian ALP members would Branch Subject to a
. roval from the -r
E;HETEJL? assume that their Branch Administrative Camnl':ll:l'lu and the ex-
rshs:c‘mresm are much more democratic  ecutive of the Federal Electorate As- I IST ECTIVE
Hnwtv!e?- thgs:ém il ot seﬂblynrlhe electorate council). This
Y makes i
::r}r'audr:tl&the l'nrmlal structure but the Brm!chesj.m“ e e NEw ERA
erenl relationship of forces 5) Electorate Assemblies, R
between left and right factions, In Vie.  Elect i A
. - orate Assemblies
toria, the Socialist Left regularly gets once a year. They :r:eg;gatl:m;[: Au STR l-lA?

support for its motlons at State members withi
n the
‘L;c;:{;enlz:l — especially those on electorate, and elecrlgls\:n:;iili;\ff e
rs, uranium and ASIO. Itis  State Conference delegates g bubiis Labor Star
“ s =

on weekly deduction of their dues from
thelr wages. They were never con-
er for the NSW State Rail Sldered as full members and had no
ority. He Is active in an AWU rank- V0!I rights at all. Now they will get a
#file group. He was interviewed for  Vofe If they can produce last year's

Militant by Martin Tuck rlrk}:-r.
Bk hy We challenged the rule on part pay-

ment at the Annual General Meeting in
1982, That was the first AGM held in
seven years bec e they had not
raised a quorum for six years before  Walgett area, ta help pay fines.
that. The quorum is only 15 people. We are continuing to educate workers
in the city — to tell them the struggle is
not really over the comb. It's over the
breaking down of the award and the
comb 1s an Incldental product of that.
We hope to do a lot more In the next few
manths.

Question: The AWU Is olficially
locked In a very serious demarcation
fight with the BLF. What does your
group think about this?

Answer: First, [ want to make it quite
clear that the Rank-and-File opposes
action in the courts against another un-
ion and the AWU Is gullty of that of-
fence. They are trying to have the BLF
deregistered.

We belleve the present situation could
be solved through negotlation with the

# Rule is a member of the
jan Workers Union, working as

dlso able to dominate elections for Offi
ce Selection O
&::ymgo:sg::; t;lmug"h Its alliance tatives. S!ateu%le‘;i:faw;emﬁlfg
endents™ faction, :]r;g Jh]lunfiu[pai Electorate Assemblies
elect representatives to PO
Richard Lane choose State parliamentary candfdc:lég
MES i Kensington (Vic) ALP and councillors, However, they do little
Branch. ATEA delegate to ALP State “°F
Conference, FEAs can be useful bodjes for con-
sldering particular {ssues and some
I; The_V]c-Inﬂu Lett hax_mnre snpp_orl FEA executives distribute newsletters.
Jem'd?rs&t:mhf; ’Ea from frade union quzg-,:e: ':;?"'"h"“""‘ e Ty AT :
an the Steering Committee ‘augh a complicated syst wa papers in the Victarian Bran

ft:;cq;n In NSW. In Victoria the NCC °1f panels. The electorate assen{bﬁg Labor Star, the ﬂ#&:ri?p 'EE“%.

Whersas ey 1 PAMTY 1 the 1550s, Gt eI cepresentatives to e Publie PUIication and Socialist Gbjective.

Ue 1o polson the af. on Committees — 35 men,

mlﬁhﬁg in the NSW Branch. :’ederal electorate, 25 for a State g]);; L:gol;al'?'ﬂml;:m Con !'I'hmlzrecli s
W Steering Committee has ob- n?nl:éemc'f nﬂ,fﬂ' a municipality, The only specific Women's e a];' ]r:sw.
€es are matched b 5 £ -

secret soelety in a hostile world. It re- :fg“c'lfezl POSC which has 100 delega"{e: f?;"iﬂfmfﬂeﬁ e i
by State Conference. That body  State Cuﬂereneemﬁanmrf '
un-

and In the city where the State
iernment is the employer such as
SRA, the Maritime Services Board
the Department of Main Roads. We
Br a large number of factorles now
['the city — chemical factories like

e Colgate Palmolive and Uni

0 Edible Oil Products, a subsidiary
Unilever. Veg oils at Mascot. The un-
recently amalgamated with the
alrdressers’ union which was a run-
own union of about 800 members. The
Praelng Industry — the stablehands and
others. Other assorted jobs.
Question: Are there sub-branches for
~different industries?

Answer: Only for the oll Industry, and
P this Is a result of the militancy of the

Question: You believe the AWU in
NSW should be affiliated with the ALP.
Why?

machine. By contrast, the S elects two panels of 10
Lett, for all Iis problems, & bror Sl  preselections, Each oo, ol council  lons are usually fije
Poliically divboPIeMs: 1s broad ang  BfEselec o E;c&:g& member has  ecutlves or equjvalen': gm‘glol}uex- members In that area. They 2 be:srr‘\éln " AT
But the advantages of T tary candidates ant 5 3; Efpﬁr'l.lamen— delegations then operate as ; dUSt ly formed lhemse!\ts mfafauk l]‘“ 2 Jim Rule Answer: Well, historically the Labor
Victorian Branch should not b: Federal candidates, The cnenfrvlnl'?eofsm * b M vitin e e ?jlnd glenerali) =l 2835 8 Question: How has the union beenrun  Party formed from the AWU In
overestimated. Hecause here, tog 2150 Preselects candidates. [ C It Is very hard fo get the fnor af B b sort of rank-and-flle  and what effect has this had? Queensland. And in NSW It Is an in-
g’““-‘ﬂ*ﬂl? members of the Payyy  Sale and the State upper h or the  Conference unless you are a leadin, i aton: Wha S e Answer: Over recent years the union  tegral part of the labour movement.
ranches and affiliated unions hayeif. TS SYSlem means there js o light In one of the factions, = gFoups have existed in the un has become run down In size. Since the  We believe the AWU should be sup-
Ome in- Rank-and-file election of unlo your group hl’-ﬂ“"-‘ big cement  middle T0's the membership in NSW  porting progressive forces in the Labor
o BRI i L ere was 4 DIE rone has dropped from over 30,000 to the pre- Party and in the labour movement in

this State.
Question: What are the main aims of

the Rank-and-File now?

tle real influence over t .
policy formation, FL0 ¥1a State Conference, fr
Pleimanysonirol at all'over policy fm. [LI3!ed unions in the selectian of ALy woicEAlCS, (0 State Conterence s op.
candidates. However, |t enables faction not‘::e):?::g“r?b]e‘ G
g

in the 70's around the Committee for
Union Democracy. This commiitee

sent level of about 20,000
The union executlve has full control

Vietorian ALP ryleg lead,
WEre recent] ers to do deals to ensure . Some years a . : ¢
amel thi i 0 a court.
e T i & aona oramof % %P conldte” ™' ol ! e ot ' Gortu i the bl ! deeatan e ot he ppoiment f arguisrs i Ranle AR IONS, e
e e e TUANy K | e elected. wer:
Star, the officlal Branch papjiesl!  Young Labo: 7o Separate  Union for s Conference delaputioy. 3 courts. " things e ven the Incumbents are chal:  demoeratc elections In which we will
f Bl suerilae af that ErouD o lenged, the executive takes it upon run a ticket. We want to see the election

of all organisers. We want to see a

Assoclations [n Victoria. rjgm.whger with "GN e, 4
greater participation by members in

were The only o
essentially nly organisation specifically for  tions with the NCC, Frank Trofa,
» was

Yyouth s th
€ annual State Youtp elected and the unlon leadership

for a while. A new rank-and
:leerergl‘:l:etd In the late 70's with Bob itself tochange the ;ul;s‘.thtr E:lagﬁlfé
commi Attt refused fo lss Pringle (former BLF State secretary)  recently they extended the ter
i WAE Labor and 11 ue him with credent & ] ; re from four years to five years  the unlon.
now u"""’..g':.;g"“w trees wi %% 1he Youth Poliey Comminer ?ce;: 1o would not be hard for umpr:ﬂi as ane of the maln activists, This was execullve fr y e Al e
i o ompanens Cantrens;, Thi: contéres et o te'to Comerann L et Ll S e rratiors vor Kt tion There are 11 people on the executive up branches in areas like construction,
i : “;v‘l:‘;-‘“h]' . : E E0 I;ME,' This conference Fmvide: ﬂr?llﬁgﬂm toh Conference because most ;auw;y! Rl pithe construc and seven of them must be rank-and- factories, agriculture. We need a
B o B embere ranch. als of the un-
to all ted at an as. PPOrtunity for discussion of are not Interested in the Bob helped to win a lot of things for  file members Igﬂ,-:al:fgél&:&b{h?:‘%ﬂmt;;‘s SR

mbly open pollcy L

and Is open (o dele, nternal operations of th 8 o

art, gates from al bi e ALP. It might 3 but he estion: Can you explain what the
Pwﬂf{::cﬁ;&ud atfillated uniun: : cgn:cl-iﬁl;?grtngl‘:ﬂ]l“; lflﬂers Made a ;};;;[;fsm}:;f;;n:c“:;EOP;]?fgn|u ln; rﬂg:-and-ﬂ]e group did to support the lss;:\.llis they face. A hion
exlsted the S : Volve members in [t les by shearers? en we con 3,
Left paid them L € Soclalist  campalgn: improve ol empl d the union at the same  recent siruggles by T
e o o A P JFHELS B 5 iy h b ‘henever they are held, we want to pu
attention and s arty policles Answer: The shearers have been :;r:rard B Tkt Hiibre

R ;5 a battle for a couple of years
g:::v':a“r':l:I:g:’utltﬂlgzij:-‘gr::ﬁnhe‘:jg{:é ng!ipﬁs wrongly called thg wide comb  are quite a lot of Qborzgi.n:la\:?rlﬁ-i :.::

group to campalgn against increases in dispute becau?ig:uﬁ;:fg:};ézubras_?h?g }:;r:snellfllld.:anwewwam Lk
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Socialist

International
journal

Aftairs, | g
Soclalist International Women
Bulletin
Quarterly of the 8

International
Published in Britain

One hundred and twenty years on, the
Soclalist International c?:nlinll!s.nlﬂ s
the international movement of political
organisations to which the ALP {s af-
fillated. And it publishes a quarterly
magazine, Soclallst Affalrs, which
Labor Militant readers may find useful
5 a source of Information, particularly
on Internatlonal affalrs, and on
overseas ar to the ALP.
iems,

ember Rozelle East (NSW) ALP
B
u:‘:g:h and Municipal Employees

e SRR R e

The first issue for 1984 1s & revamped

"‘-"""“fﬁ!mndnemw e and maris the
P

German Social Democrats voted war
credits fo the German Government,
enabling Germany to go to war, for the
Interests of German imperialism, and
at the expense of the German masses,

The Soclal Democrat leaders were no
longer prepared to stand by the needs of
the working class against the Ppressures
of the German bosses and thelr
nationalism. Other partles of the Se.
cond International followed sult; sup-
porting the war efforts of their “own
capitallsts,'” This meant different par-

1

of the Bureau of the Second Inter-
natlonal, Including resolutions and a
Ust of attendants. You may not tind out
anywhere else that the ALP’s represen-
tatlve was Chris Schacht, secretary of
the South Australian Branch;

® Focus: World in Crisis — in which
leaders of a number of member parties
dlscuss their views on various
problems, Nell of Britaln on
the EEC; Olaf Palme of Sweden on the

tles of the L ook
n% In the war, i

s debacle led to the Left of the
International splitting away in order to
malntaln unqualified opposltion to the
Imperlalist war. The Third Inter.
national was ed by these forces,

role of international m'ﬂinl.cullouu In an
::;l? e world; Michael Manley
ting a
Pprogramme of actlon”; Carlos Andres
Perez of Venezuela In favour of inter.
natlonal solldarity; and Lionel Jospin
of Fl':~'§nce on the rise of the “‘hard

led by Lenin and the ks
victory of the Russian R e

n in-
ig‘dred wmt: of the partles that had

Inter-

 areportof

& Internati
:30::111::1“! ]the fight for lndepen:::tl
e

'mlm‘zm lllA action to achleve

The partles that remained in the
Soclallst International have
demonstrated, by and large, that
whenever they must choose between
the Interests of the workers and bosses
they almost always choose the bosses.
cherth:;:leu. they retain varying

8 of commitment

i to socialism or

Ppolicy commitments as

resolving mtn.e mlr-dzcﬂnnful s
nature of the

International In mind, ans:clll#::

Soclallsf alrs Is unlikely to be at all

ces every

election in the democratic world and {
p 1
d results and Implications u:

This
:Neh%“ fﬁg l_ﬂi:mllecllunu
letter Guenter Grass,
Srandton s 0 irncay i s e
November 1983 meeting

oH 8 containing extracts ro,
& for the nr:

Parllament elections; an article on the
rise of independent black trade unions
In South Africa (reprinted In this {ssue
of Labor Militant); an article by former
ﬁua!ﬂu Chancellor Bruno Krlevsky on

Wh’.’. the world needs a new Marshall
plan''; and articles on Grenada,
;l}u:x:ly ;ihe Middle-East and the ettect

ellite communicat|
T]grd Werls, ons on the
ne article brings to light & rathe,
xd‘e‘:cprl;li::mt% m:IIppel of history. Ill-
s the ““Int,

el ernational Friends of

tles,” founded in Vienna In
® The Soclalist Internatlonoy | Women
Bulletln — including réports on a
women's seminar In Ecuador: the
ﬂ'&‘fﬂf’ remm! ‘;n; In Latin Amerlca;
ary of a §
ed_{!;n v A A sit to Nicaragua by 14
® The final section Is calj,
Notebook and contains nm?ld r?m.;
;:puns Erog:eul]: nv;r the world, under
El;mctlon ; Ple, Partles, Politics anq
ubscriptions are a
Subscription (Jﬁmﬂ:‘:‘] ]:)hul:ar:::fth
Longman Group, Fourth Avenue.
Harlow, Essex CMI9 5AA, Englang’
e overseas raf : ;
o S rate |s US§2s annually

"In this way the seriousness of the Issue was somewhat

' the same approach. Despite the National Party's rhetoric

N.S.W.

When the NSW Egg Corporatlon cracked down on “'rebel'
egg producers In Sydney recently It sparked an “‘egg war"
that was given extensive coverage In the media |
" The media played up the battles between the producers |
nd police and took up the eruelty to animals theme. And it
evitably produced a round of terrible puns about chooks

‘and eggs.

ebra Stewart
lember Marrickville East (NSW) ALP Branch. Member
ustralian Railways Union

‘clouded. But the events themselves ralse a number of ques- |
ons that need to be addressed by the Labor Party In for-
ulating 1ts rural policy.

Government Intervention in agricultural production and
‘marketing has increased markedly In Australia since World
‘War II, although the level of Intervention differs from sector
to sector. The political partles have, by and large, developed

about the need for ‘‘free enterprise” in agriculture, It too has
accepted a high degr:e of government intervention

The role of governmerit (ntervention has a number of pur-
Poses but two major ones are: the need to have centrallsed
bodles through which to galn export markets, and the need
o control the level of production.

Strange as It may seem when large sections of the world
suffer from a lack of food, the world market for agriculture
has a continuing crisis of over-supply. That s, all the
produce cannot be sold at a profit. As a result, most of the
‘major agricultural exporting countries have some system of
controlling production to malntaln prices
In the U.S., for example, this means that In any one year
up to a third of agricultural land lles fallow and large
stockplles of produce are horded by the U.S. Government to
prevent the world market belng flooded and hence causing
prices to fall
In the case of Australla, with Its small domestic market,
the problem becomes even more critical. Hence we have
bodles like the NSW Egg Corporation whose role is to limit
production through the selling of hen quotas to producers. In
return the corporation acts as a central marketing body
malntaining a monopoly price for eggs.

Even so a surplus of about 14 milllon dozen eggs is
produced (n NSW yearly; a surplus which 1s malnly sold to
the Japanese as egg pulp at & price below the NSW domestic

NSW ‘egg war’ raises
jerlous questions

avold paying the levy then they have a margin to sell thelr

eggs cheaper than the Egg Corporatlon does on behalf of the

other producers.

Public reaction to the ‘‘egg war'' largely seemed to focus
of the issue of cruelly to animals, both in the manner In
which the hens were removed from the rebel producers’
farms and the broader issue of free range versus caged
hens. This problem, however, cannot be tackled rationally
untll a more equitable production and marketing system Is
developed. To the extent that the present system provides
some guarantee of income to producers It has thelr support.
But it Is a system that perpetuates the differences between
the large and small producers as well as bringing about con-
siderable rationalisation In the Industry

The number of poultry farms in NSW has dropped from
over 5000 to below 700 over the past decade while the slze of
the average flock has Increased from under 300 to over G000,
And to malntain the system, It has been estimated by the
Bureau of Agricultural Economics that consumers con-
tribute up to 40 cents a dozen In price subsidy.

'Of that price subsidy, however, some 37 per cent goes fo
the top 30 producers while 3 per cent goes to the smallest
1200 farms.

* 807 the™ big “producers remain- big “while the smaller
producers remain small or simply quit the Industry, selling
thelr quotas to a larger producer. In the meantime, the con-
sumer Is effectively subsidising the dumping of egg pulp on
the Japanese market.

The answer to this, however, s not deregulation of the
market as the rebel farmers clalm. In the short term It may
mean lower prices for consumers as the producers are
forced Into more intense competition. But in the longer
term, It would mean that the biggest egg producers remain-
ing In the industry would be able to Institute their own pric-
Ing monopoly.

There Is no simple answer to this problem and the many
other problems that beset our agricultural marketing and
production schemes. But it {s an area where we need to have
a hard look at our policy.

We need to look at ways that will ensure a guaranteed In-
come for the smaller producer and a reasonable price for
consumers. In particular we need to get away from the con-
cept that there Is a problem with over-supply. While some
consumers have no doubt cut thelr egg consumption for
health reasons, there are plenty of others both In Australia
and the region who could well do with some additional pro-

eln.
It's time we started worrying about those people and the

price. Egg producers are levied to make up the difference.

It Is both the Issues of the levy and the guota system that
the rebel producers are objecting to. If they are able to in-
crease thelr number of hens without paylng for quotas and

smaller producers struggling to stay In the Industry rather
than perpetuating a system that really only beneflts a hand-
ful of large producers.

Continued from page 28

The NSW Teachers Federatlon has
calculated that redlversion of the pro-
Jected 1988 $1 billion windfall from
private to public education could be
used to bulld 180 new state schools, or 1o
provide an extra four teachers to every
school In Australla or to reduce class
slzes by 20 per cent.

To counter the report, teachers are
preparing a natlonal campaign in-
cluding television advertisements, lob-
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bylng of MPs and protest meetings.

It Is clear that the future of public
education s at stake: Elther a free
educatlon system that Is open to all stu-
dents regardless of religion, race or
soclal and educational background; or
highly discriminatory, selective and
elitist publie schools prospering amid a
public education wasteland.

Already, unfortunately, Hawke and
Education Minister Senator Susan
Ryan have been criticised by the
Caucus Education Sub-Committee for

consulting on the report recommenda
tions before the sub-committee has
even digested the recommendations.
It Is vital therefore that ALP
Branches throw themselves behind the
proposed teachers' and parents’ cam-
palgn, and Initiate action themselves.
Even forcing the Government to adhere
to lts electlon promises can only be seen
as a start. The Issue of state ald must
opce more become a cenfral part of
ALP politics, despite Hawke's wishes.

n



education

“State ald will not be allowed to
become &an issue under my
Government,” This statement was
made by Bob Hawke while opening ex-
tenslons to Marlst Brothers school,
Kogarah NSW, on March 12, 1984,

Unfortunately for le:f!. .rlnd full";hﬁ
teachers, parents and puplls dependen
on Government schooling, the Com-
monwealth Schools Commission report
has made state ald a cruclal question
for the future public education In
Australla,

Val Edwards

Member North Auburn
Branch. Labor Women's

NSW) ALP
ommittee.

t
3
«optlons for the funding of public schools
and & "mmred option™ that could
syphon a billlon dollars of public money
to private schools by 1988,

The of the

The report, Funding Policles for ©
Schoals,

Schools Commission report
Privatisation trend encouraged

\‘S&n .

il t
\ 2

“*poor’’ private schools, which thereby
remain ‘‘poor'’ emough to attract
further government assistance.

TheC Schools Commis-

tlons are disastrous for Government
schooling yet they they merely ac.
celerate the “privatisation” of educa.
tlon that has been Ing apace for
the last decade.
The figures here speak for
themselves:
#® Funding to private schools In-
creased by 106 per cent between 1976
m 1983, up from $279 million to $574
on.

® By 1384 private schools catering for
24 per cent of puplls recelved $585 mil-
lion, while state schools catering for 76
per cent of students, received a paltry
$317 million.

. Imu p:"lh“ two thirds of the
costs vate schools are now borne
by Government.

slon has already come under fire from
the Federal Government Caucus
Education Sub-Committee for the so-
called “‘community standard” which Is
the basis of the funding allocatlon
recommendations.
According to this standard It costs
per annum 1o educate a primary
student and $3402 for a secondary stu-
dent.
Such a standard Ignores

was providing state schools with 10 per
cent of thelr recurrent funds (le to meet
running costs).

Seven years of Fraser have whittled
this down lo seven per cent, while State
Governments escalated thelr funding to
prh‘r?te schools by an average 100 per
cent!

One of the Federal ALP's major elec-
tion promises in 1983 was to restore the
pre-1975 level of Federal funding to
state schools over three years af a
(1983) cost of $220 million.

However, the best proposal from the

the speclal needs of public school stu-
denis and varlations In school sizes
(especlally In country areas) that af-
fect operating costs. The Commission Is
proposing that funding for private
schools would range from 45 per cent
down to 8 minimum of 12 per cent. As a
result all private schools, no matter
how wealthy, will continue to be funded.
The retrograde thinking that un-
derlies the notlon of a ‘‘community
standard"” places the needs and costs of
disadvantaged or Isolated

students in the state school system on
the same plane as the cost of educating
well-heeled students in larger, and

private schools.
Little wonder that the Caucus Educa-

4 “blank chegue to
schools at the expense of

the Commission was es-
Whitlam Govern-

Cr is to therestora-
tlon of this funding level by another two
years. The other two options put
forward would lop up to $100 million of{
the target.

So devastating for public education
are the recommendations that, for the
first time in the Commisslon's history,
minority reports — criticising the ma-
Jority rezomm:ndltlnn- — Were
Presenled by two Co
2 ¥ mmlssion

These were Joan Brown, ex-president
of the Australian Councll of State
Schools Organisations representing the
parents of the two and a half million
staie schools’ students and Van Davey,
Teachers

‘ll;!;ldeul of
ederation represenmting 164,000
teachers. o I




