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At the beginning of this vear Labor Militant amalgamated
list Fight.

ﬁgﬂm:se jamgnhnls have been circulating in the Party for

about three vears. And they have both had the same basic

aims: 1o promote the discussion of socialist ideas and to con-
iribute towards the construction of a broad, socialist cur-

"{I\Eiﬂle the amalgamation of our journals may be viewed §5
a modest step towards the creation of such a current, we
believe it is a significant one for the following reasons:

1) Our combined publication will be the only one in the
Party with a national scope and distribution. Tt will draw
together information and ideas from a wide range of
sources;

21 By combining our resources we can improve the quatity
of our articles, the range of issues covered, und the distribi-
tion of the finished product; X

31 This amalgamation demonstrates that we are serious
about building a strong Left current

An important aspeet of the new Labor Militant is the open-
ing up of a number of pages for debates. In these pages we
hope 1o reflect discussion that is taking place in the Parly
around key issues. We invite contributions from those in the
Left who have different viewpoints to those expressed by
supporters of Labor Militant and Socialist Fight.

We also encourage contributions in the form of letters and
reviews 1o make our journal more lively and slimulating.

We also want Labor Militant to be a useful guide for ac-
fivists in the ALP. For that reason we will continue 1o carry
conlributions by organisations and commiltees that are
campaigning around particular issues, and we will focus on
what we think can be dane within the Party.

The new Labor Militant will continue 10 campaign against
the Prices and Incomes Accord, This has already resulied in
cuts 1o wages and living standards and it will not give
workers a share of the limited economic TECOVETY ROW evi-
dent. We believe capitalism remains ina deep economic and
soclal crisis and that soclalist MEAsUres are necessary to
confront a crisis of this depth. This crisis is not caused by
Wage rises and wage cuts will not help resolve the erisis in
the interests of the working class.

We also devote a lot of allenlion to the ihreat of war and

the wars that are alre going on. From Cep
fo the Middle East, the United States and i1 ,))
mined to block progressive movements in
their economic interests. This drive
Reagan increases the danger of nuclear
participation as part of the U.S. war & mu

The Australian Government is in 1sition
significant contribution towards world djs %
removing the U.S. military bases and by [thdrawir
the aggressive ANZUS military pact.

We also insist that progressive policies must
by Labor on the liberation struggle in £l 541,
defency f Nlcaragua against F
Solidarity’s fight for socialist dermocracy in
ihe Israell ageression in the Middle East and in fay
rights of the Palestinian people, against the Ine

eupation of East Timor, in support of the anti. M. I
ment in the Philippines and on the need to make 1 pi
to Vietnam.

Labor is in Government in four States and fr
never betore has there been a bigger g
Labor policy and Government performs et
gap between performance and working class inte
gap is reflected in the important debate
within the Party Branches and at Party Co
seek to develop a broad coverage of this proc

We believe that the most free and open debate w
Party and affiliated unions on Party policy and p:
necessary 1o develop positions and actions rhat
sent working people from whom Labor dr aws

But the current siructures of the Pariy 4
democratic rules and practices prevent this. So we
Moves to democratise these structures — in pa
make the Parliamentarians and Par(y offic
table to the ranks of the unions and Branche

It vou agree wity these aims we ENCOUrage
finance and distribute 1abor Militant. You car
Sue sent by mail at a cost of 36 for 10 issues, W
make arrangements to have a bundle of
delivered for vour br,
costs involved in the
Militant so any finans
continued regular Appearance,
1h§zl]'i§\7|h5{‘rlplltrms ar any further information ple f

B0 below or write 1o any of the addresses
lowing page, 4

any size ir
anch or for you to sell.
Production of a publicat
cial contribution will help 10
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—letters to .M.

Communist Party

1 was not surprised 1o
hear that 23 m:gnﬂbers of
the Victorian State ex-
le,c‘:urttl;'re h:t 1the Communist

e resigned from
that party and declded to
try and join the ALP.

It is interesting to
speculate on what Impact
these people will have in-
side the ALP. They say
they want to form a loose
soclallst organisation open
::lhntll ALP members and

n-members t -
ﬂl_llggllc: o (] Icr)}('.indin

sounds a bit |
Fablan Soclety and 1}:1:
Hele by Paul White {n the
last Issue of Labor Militant
Indicated where the ex-
Isting Fabians have ended
up —G:roﬁs for Hawke,

€ who are le;
the sinking Ship of me‘c‘g-mng-
munist Party are sup-
Borlers of the Prices and

Incomes Accord which, in
my view, puts them to the
right of many in the ALP,
particularly in Victoria.
Perhgs they will end up
strengthening the Centre
faction against the genuine
mﬂl‘é tl:t Is the case it
e better they didn*
Join at all, S
In Sydney we've just
seen two members of the
Communist Party elected
to the Sydney City Council,
But they stood as indepen-
1s and downplayed their
political views. Now they
have announced that they
WL not necessarily give
thelr support to Labor, In
other words they may side
With the TLiberals
(otherwise known as Civie
Regflrml against Labor!
; of this just gOES lo
fhow how far to the right
e Communist Party has
travelled in recent years.

NB
Petersham
NSW

Wage levels

%’hel hE:lltm'
n the midst of Keatin
and Hawke's enlhusiasn%
about economic recovery,
one important statistic has
gone largely unnoticed.
Under the combined im-
pact of half indexation,
wage freeze and the Accord
gflerneaé t:l of labour has
ack -
lev_rzﬂs. 0 pre-1974/75
rough the 190's th
fnverage Share of nat[ana?
ﬁEmme going to wages was
hag :]l::rg:n;aBy 1974 this
nar sed fo 68.9 per
Lynch and Fraser ¢
am-
Pa]guedinlr Wages to return
'Ignthelr ‘natural” level,
ha]e resulting policies of
L £ l;dexaﬂon and then
7 mnfe Beze proved succes-

Treasury statistj
that after the Dei‘seri{::l:
quarter of 1983 the wages

| share of nagiona
Was fractlona) b
than the olq

BT, Using o
system based o
196672, whore
62.9 per cent,
110 in 1974, 105 1.
and 101 in Dec

One can only asgy,
the proposed revis, ,
cord will continye

wage freeze and A
which have ¢
produce this re

Tony B
Rozelle Eas i

Letters to L.M. should he
tant PO
i, NSW

2007. Please keep them
reasonably short so we
;:Iahl;:rint &S many as pos-

tradition of half ingex .

Biggest peace ma

I'Chs_yet

cltles slluwlug z -
: Sydney 120,000; figures :
Adelaide 10,000 i Melbourne 10 for the
; Bri ,000; ma,
5,000; Newrastle 4,»3'&:"""3 10,000; Canh?:{. ;mm' & .Nis:
A 0 Hobart

living standards

Social Rights Conference

Nearly 700 people attended the Soclal
Rights Conference in Melbourne over
Easter. This Included some delegates
from trade unlons, and members of the
ALP, soclalist partles, communlty and
solldarity groups.

Tony Brown

Member Rozelle East (NSW) ALP
Branch and NSW Public Service As-
sociation

The conference ended with a plenary
sesslon which vqted unanlmously to
continue the Social Rights Campalgn on
a natlonal basls in opposition to the
Prices and Income Accord of the
Hawke Government. The final motion
tead: ‘‘That the Soclal Rights con-
ference organising committee continue
to co-ordinate natlonal tasks and in par-
ticular the production of further
publications.

“We also encourage the formation
and/or strengthening of local Rights
Campalgn committees to develop ac-
tlvitles on a local or state basls.”

The conference was opened by promi-
nent Victorian ALP activist Tan Mill
(see page T for a report of his com-
ments), Other prominent speakers
were Blll Hartley, a member of the ad-
ministrative committee of the Vie-
torlan ALP; Alan Muir, the assistant
State secretary of the Australian
Telecommunications Employees As-
soclation In Queensland; Clarrie
O'Shea, a former secretary of the
tramways union In Victorla whose jail-
Ing In 1969 sparked a general sirlke
agalnst penal powers of the arbitration
legislatlon; Jenny Halnes, the
secretary of the NSW Nurses Federa-
tlon; David Grove, Federal Industrlal
Officer of the Food Preservers’ Unlon;
Joe Camillerl, a promlnent antl-
uranlum actlvist in Melbourne; and
Humphrey McQueen, a well known
historlan and freelance author.

Other Labor Party speakers Included
Kevin Healy from Victorla (see com-
ments page T); George Preston, of the
Victorlan East Timor Assoclation;
Ralph Edwards, a former State
organiser for the Miscellaneous
Workers Union In Victorla; and Lyn
Taylor, secretary of the Queensland
Labor Women's Organisation.

International guest speakers were
Goete Kilden, chalrman of the
metalworkers' unlon at a Volyo plantin
Sweden; and Angelo Anastasiou, a
member of the Central Committee of
the Communist Party of Greece (K-

E).

Slxty sesslons covered a broad range
of Issues, Including the Accord, youth,
unemployment, women, land rights,
milltary expenditure, forelgn policy.

Labor Militant, May 1954

Bill Hartley spoke at the conference on
Australia’s policy in regard to Vietnam and
Kampuchea

media and more. A serles of major pan-
els on the Accord examined its impact
on the labour movement and sought to
develop an alternative approach.

An Informal lunchtime session for
ALP members was organised by Labor
Militant supporters. About 40 people
from all States attended and discussed
ways of promoting the Soclal Rights
Campalgn within the Party. Some of
the Ideas raised in this discussion were:

@ Meetings to report back on the
Conference and discuss an ongolng
campalgn

e The possible publication of
literature specifically almed at the
ALP.

@ Efforts to have bodies like Federal
Electorate Counclls/Assembllies
organise seminars on the Accord or
particular aspects of it — such as how It
affects the campalgn for equal pay for
women.

@ Attempts to emulate the move of
the Labor Women's Organisation In
Queensland which is organising a
seminar for all ALP members on the
Accord and its effects.

e Continulng to seek endorsements
for the Campaign by ALP bodles and In-
dividual members.

® Submitting articles and letters to
official ALP publications and faction
papers reporting on the Soelal Rights
Conference

The following are extracts from a
press release sent out from the plenary
session of the Conference:

“The Soclal Rights Conference has
fulfilled Its alm of helping to bring
together those in the labour movement
who see the imperative need to defend
the working class from the attacks be-

fng made on their wages, conditlons,
llving standards and rights and who are
concerned with the need to prevent
nuclear war and discuss guestlons of
forelgn policy, solldarity and In-
dependence. . . .

““In the course of many forums, pan-
&ls and Indlvidual contributions all par-
ticipants helped to work out alternative
policles and an alternative strategy
necessary to overcome the deep crisls
of capitallsm in the interests of the
working people.

“Prominent In the discusslon was
consideration of the ALP-ACTU Ac-
cord. Most speakers were critleal of the
Prices and Incomes Accord asserting
that It had led the working class Into a
class collaboratlonist position, Wwas
dampening down struggle by the work-
ing people for their economle, political
and soclal needs, was bringing
despondency and Inactivity

“The benefits that 1t was clalmed
would flow from the Accord have elther
not taken place or are not stopping the
general deterloration In the lving stan-
dards of the people. Furthermore, the
positive policy references in the Accord
are already contalned in ALF and
ACTU polley decisions and did not need
the Accord for them to be implemented.

“'The conference therefore rejects the
Accord and the underlying concepts
contained In it and declares that 1t does
not offer a way forward for the working
class

““The conference heard a number of
speakers deal with the present
dangerous International situation, the
threat of nuclear war and the necessity
to strengthen in every way the mass
peace movement.

“The conference warmly welcomes
the very big steps forward taken by the
Australlan peace movement, indicated
by the mighty April 15 natlon-wide
demonstratlons. Conference partiel-
pants undertake to do all In thelr power
to strengthen the movement for the
preventlon of nuclear war, 1o support
every Initiatlve for a peaceful settle-
ment of disputes between natlons. We
call on the Australian government io
adopt a foreign policy supporting peace
and disarmament and the removal of
US bases In Australia. .

It is agreed that the issues and de-
mands which have been raised in the
Soclal Rights Campalgn and the
Manifesto published In 1983 provide the
basis for the development of a move-
ment that can defend the rights of the
Australlan people. It does provide an
alternative strategy for the labour
movement and other democratic and
progressive organisatlons It is an
alternative polley which would benefit
the vast majority of the population and
not just a tiny wealthy minority.’
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living standards

ALP speakers at Social Rights Conference

‘Accord is the bible of Hawkeism’

Twao prominent members of the ALP
in Victoria spuke vul agalnst the Prices
and Incomes Accord at the Faster
Boclal Bights Conference in Melbourne
They were lan Mill, who opencd the
conference, and Kevin Healy, whe tosk
part in & panel on the tople ““The way
forward: strategles for social change

Lan Mill 1s the mayor of the suburfan
of & Hels a

secretary of the
Urapium Committee, He has bad
40 years of experience L
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Continued from page 7

the taction, in which the executive has
all the power. Tt would be ssary to
policles

could be freely debated. A newspaper
should be published to promote alter-
natlve pollcles for Labor.
beleve In, even 1§ Sht ok e o
at means we won't
wlga:g]m'mnwmc' g
er in his talk Healy had attacked
""Hawkelsm” as a strategy for Labor.
“‘Pari of Hawkelsm,' he sald, *'is the
sl“ng;iﬂ ‘H{mgingh Australla together.'
at Is a slogan that, by Its very nati
denles the olaes strugene in (h13 soclety.
;\‘nmm ﬁ:}'ﬂ hc.;an be seen as the bible
that th
doesn't exlst. R
“The myth is that workers, bosses
?:gde tg:;’emén!mlet;ln somehow come
and soclety will by
eve"l;vyone. ¥ e better for
“We all know that the end
Hawkeism 1Is that soclety wlrﬁsuhjt: n;
me lot better for one class and that
s 8 Is certalnly not the working clas-
He went on to debunk two
specifi
myths used to Justify the eml:mml:
pollcles of “Hawkelsm™” — the asser-
tions that there Is a nexus between
Wage rises and Inflatlon and between
nnf;;aﬁlvnment and Inflation,
€ can assume that wage:
lr;:.yivegnllyihe pﬂcenl]abnu:."agei:::
% , "then In a prices spiral, wagi
ould also rise.'’ y i
He used 1975 as an example of a year

nu“,:.".ﬁ'n'?ﬁ:"‘" 2n 3 ol
ion; Bill torian
g:vid' Haweon. vi ATe

¥

Grove, federal

of their llves,

b

1k Hariington of tha Ve o mﬁ:’l! has meant -
c8-president of REUEs Moy
industrial nl‘ﬁur“:fu?gm Queensland:

‘when wages remalned falrly static
while prices rose dramatically. He
chose 1975 because that was the year
the Whiltam t's wage Index-
atlon system was put Into practlce and
1t had also been based on the assertion
that If workers exerclsed wage

“‘restraint’’ prices would stabilise,

_ In looking at unemployment he noted
that the past 10 years have ded no
evidence for the clalm that It will fall it
wages remaln steady. Over that period
unemployment has continued to climb
despite things like partial Indexation
ll!li Fraser's wage freeze.

“The same approach was used by the
Scullin Labor t during the
Great Depresslon, and It didn't work
m:;‘e::m:lrs.”

ly also noted that “The -
son (from the Depression) is?lfl]::;rﬂl:','
ultimately got out of that mess by
slaughtering millions and millions of
working people In a world trade war-
{World War II) b‘iln.id that Is the other
Wﬂ“"?m?wmmwm ;:r'. It)lla! Wwe natural-
ealy’s view, “the capltalists
}::r;ld .|.1:mre from the Depression than
He suggested that the “
banisation” of the Wworking clu: li‘.b :;-g
:f the methods used to “restructure’’
O
foctety fo obstruct an organised tight.
“People are put In
quarter acre b!l?:kﬂ wlll:x?:t.lllig ::g:ih 7
:“”W car to get around. They are u:
lebted by Ihe'r;-redlt system for the regt

00d Pressrvers

Unian; Maurica Sibe

lle,
Airgraft Factory in I\-!halah:mr-j
of the Victorian Trades H

secretary of the ATEA Queensiand

However, this had not Preve
development of a mass 0,
agalnst the war In Vietnam, j,
the dramatic change mmh lvuj
place In public consclousness vy
seen by looking back over pr-r:\w
In 1965 and {n 1975. In 1965 the ;.

full of fervour about the need to defey,

thﬁ communists {n Asla,

By 1875, or even earller, the
bei.n.g described as a ‘filthy, unuyi,
ncv:lr (ﬁo borrow a phrase from Ar
o '\lﬁn;;“and that we should give

He said that the presence
Sence of
O'Shea on the platform (at 1Uhr-
Rights Conference) reminded n

another example of united mass ac s

that resulted In another change it

thinking.
t'W\'il'ller.\ O'Shea was jalled In 1969 undo;
penal powers of Arbitration an
Conelllation legislation union
Iuwnd the country had SpDn[HnPﬂI:I
oined in a general strike. This unitec
mking class actlon gave the bosses
chafright that the penal powers have
noilhkeen evoked since. i
tunl:ee Mill, Healy stressed the impor
- of the current mass antlwar
o m.::er;‘t; But hie also saw a weakness
E\terybody.!:emem in that It “attacks
““This divorces the
cause of war )
;2:1 t\;}}lmate Pproblem which s an:‘-
b :'tmsystem Which survives to
s ll,he I for those who can and to
EEl working people around the

" g
Easter
T

Conferend
o

aguxv shop steward ar th E )
”na;Ann Pha, member of hﬂ::mmm
8ll Council; and Alan Muir.nauim;n"m.l e

nuclear power

Walsh backs Hawke on uranium

At the last Party Natlonal
Conterence, In 1982, the amendment to
open the way for further uranium min-
fng under a Labor Government was
passed by the narrow margin of 53 to 46.

Many of those who are now leaders of
the Centre Left faction — like Bl
Hayden and Mick Young — voted for
the change. But the Victorlan
“Independents'’, Including John Cain
and Senator John Button, voted
agalnst.

Bruce Threlfo
Member Annandale (NSW) ALP
Branch

Since the 1982 Conference the Vie-
torian, Western Australlan and
Queensland State Branches have main-
falned strong anti-uranium stands. In
Queensland and Western Australla sup-
port for these stands has come from
forces normally assoclated with both
Left and Right factions.

If the delegates fo the Natlonal
Conference in July really represented
the ranks of the Party in all States,
there Is little doubt a strong antl-
uranium policy would be revived. But
this Is not the case. Parliamentarians
and Party officlals have a dispropor-
tlonate welght. And Hawke's principle
of Cabinet solidarity will ensure that
the most Influential delegates will be
pro-uranium.

Hawke has secured the alliance with
the Centre Left faction for the uranium
debate and so the Centre Left
parliamentarians will play a big role in
consolidating the pro-uranium forces
They will probably sway the Victorian
Independents who opposed the changes
In 1982

A leading Identity of the Centre Left
and Minister for Minerals and
Resources, Senator Peter Walsh, has
prepared a draft pollcy that resolves
1he contradictions between the Govern-
ment's pro-uranium stand and the
Party's officlal “'phasing out" palicy In
favour of the Government

Accordlng to a report In the March 28
Financial Review, Walsh's pollcy
would only place the following con-
siraints on the mining and export of

uranfum:

® “Withhold the supply of the export
of uranium ‘permanently, indefinitely
or for a specified period’ to countrles
which cease to observe the non-
proliferation safeguards and security
conditlons.

® "Refuse to allow the supply of
uranium to France until France ceases
testing nuclear weapons In the South
Pacific.

® "'Ensure that the health of uranium
workers is subject to strict standards,

Labor Militant, May 1984

monitoring and protection.'

Walsh has suggested that Australlan
scientists are on the verge of solving the
problems of nuclear waste disposal
through the development of the ar-
tiflclal rock Synroc at the Lucas
Helghts Atomic Energy Commission
plant near Sydney. He wants to devate
more resources to this project and al-
low the sclentists to experiment with
real nuclear waste.

But fests on Synroc have revealed a
weakness in the substance when it is ex-
posed to water and the sclentists stress
the project is still in experimental
stages.

Minister for Resources and Energy Senator
Peter Walsh
Simllarly, Walsh's
safeguards agalnst

proposed
the use of
Australian uranium for the develop-

ment of nuclear weapons are
meaningless. Once the stuff leaves
Australlan shores the Australlan
Government will be powerless to pre-
vent it being used In that way.

But, despite the unresolved problems
of the nuclear power industry and the
disposal of Its deadly wastes, and
despite the growing risk of nuclear war,
‘Walsh Is preparing to do battle with the
antl-uranium forces in the Pariy fo en-
sure that his policy Is adopted in July.

At the Western Australlan State
Conference on March 31 he launched a
snide attack on those in the Party who
oppose uranium mining, saying thelr
position was ‘‘mo more than self-
{ndulgent posturing or a function of ig-
norance.” Conference disagreed with
him and voted for a policy that would
ensure a "phasing out' of the mining.

Walsh’s Centre Left colleague, and
Minister for Finance, John Dawkins
has also taken up the fight In favour of
uranfum mining. On the day after
Walsh's documeni was leaked to the
press, he told the Natlonal Press Club in
Canberra that the Party's Left should
abandon the fight against uranium

because a pro-uranium policy Is sure to
be adopted at the National Conference,

Since the Western Australlan
Conference reaffirmed its antl-uranium
position, Dawkins has been telling the
press that It has a loophole that will al-
low the development of the Roxby
Downs mine, the largest in the world.

Belng a good numbers man, Dawkins
has undoubtedly flgured right. Since
the last Natlonal Conference the South
Australlan Left has caved In on the
uranium issue and the Vietorlan
Independents are likely to go with the
Centre Left.

Unfortunately, the numbers
operators of the Left factlon In Federal
Parllament appear to have reached the
same conclusion and have declded {o
downplay the guestion. Stewart West
recelved the backing of his parllamen-
tary colleagues for his decislon to ae-
cept re-admittance to Cabinet on the
basls that he will defend Cabinet's pro-
uranlum policy.

West's declslon to reslgn from
Cabinet, after 1t decided last October to
allow an expansion of uranium mining
at Roxby Downs and in the Northern
Territory, gave hope to those In the
Party and union ranks who wanted to
see a campaign against the Imposition
of a pro-uranium policy from above.

But, outside Victoria, such a cam-
palgn was never organised. No effort
was made by national leaders of the
Left to really mobilise support for a
clear anti-uranium policy

The Victorian Branch, the second
largest In the country, has maintained

an unequivocal anti-uranium policy.
Queensland and Western Australla
have expressed dissatisfaction with the
way the Government has overturned
Party policy. But there has been no
natlonal campalgn.

The Left cannot hide behind the ex-
cuse that an antl-uranium stand does
not have electoral support. Opposition
to uranium mining was a prominent de-
mand of the April 15 peace marches
that attracted a record 250,000 partiel-
pants.

Undoubtedly there will still be sub-
stantial oppositlon from the floor of the
Conference when Walsh and his col-
leagues Introduce thelr pro-uranium
pollcy. A significant number of
delegates will reflect the deep anger in
the Party ranks and within the union
movement over the fallure of the
Government to abide by the old polley,

The fact that the pro-uranium forces
wlll probably win the day demonstrates
two things: Natlonal Conferences do
not reflect the views of the Party ranks;
and the Left has falled to make the most
of an Issue on which It has massive sup-
port within the whole labour moves
ment
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Interview with Craig Johnston
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on Sydney City Council

Local government electlons for five  why he declded to
stand for the Ct 5
Sydney cgl;.neﬂs In April resulted In "My primary motlvation l:va';mnlf"a
]nmmm mnal:nl :;a&s for Labor. The Party  gay liberationist who thinks that openly
B B et T 2D ok Bl Pl
) u , 0o
Jones, was defeated along with other ‘People In positions dm:l:::’m‘fqb'uc'a]:\g:

Labor candidates. courage o gay peo; to atfirm
e o
thelr dignity and fight for thelr

Janet Burstall “But since I'm not a gay Deparl!g;:‘l

Member Rozells East (NSW) ALP Branch  andIama sool
and Municipal Employees Union portant that t:g“lj):r“ﬁ::]sal;t [l'i::;snh:é
sh-uggitg that I've been Involved In for
wé:ﬂt?:ﬂ(]?:ﬁw (.\:m;cil:i e]:é:tlgnl. the umm‘?&%ﬂcuauo;_%mt::
were achlevi v right- &
'ﬁayor.o{usma'sed with the !urger ::zﬂa;lj):;: ::';lli:ul?rmd e Lo
(Aer the South Sydney and Gl mns;, ol WaS important that somebody
i e ydif{dng Clty Coun-  who was a soclalist take "nm fu
:ll.lp’l tight elique was able %:aglfyai Ililblg';r%r&“h“ﬁu ImuPn.ll];atlva'h:t
b . T thot
omlinating role in meetings of the ALP of job a lot mg}‘fuﬁ"ﬂfﬂ:ﬁl“ﬂ
my-" =

caucus.)
Preselected Labor candidates were | o0

defeated in a number of e

e : palgn of this na
g-leﬂ'ﬁ;ll B i e lnge;::— required something more than ':Ii::
Party‘ m‘r:;aeﬂlﬁnc;:d;dmﬁr:munlst So Johnston z
B da e undey and tablished the Oxford o o
Rt . 0 were elected to  to Elect Cralg Jahmfénr?e;n?l;r;::?:

However, the results w, plalne
for Labor . ere not all bad “81n
sccesstul eangiosi, D2 1y's most iy o ot I the gay com.
Johnston, 1 ralg  wouldbe » We knew there
e e P L b e

abar ticket for Ma actlvely support the La| e

This ward take: cquarle Ward.  not that fn : Labor Party, It's

; s I?u \;nl::grréoolun,lﬁﬁsl the Labor g,r‘:;’iﬁ:ynmme_ it

I mchdes o vt and o e (oo, 1 0 B8 ghts. Gl thay 3
Y community. was Importa; s

Johnston ran L maobilise th nt that we
candidate for the AR -r £ Soclallst  support coma poecause ofherwise hat
10 destroy the myfl prc NUS HeIped  Labor Party, - o0 ed against the
RIght, and many onthe 1 of ey (N6 _“For thal reason a num
:;-;'gh'g“‘o“”e" conservative and DL esmbn;hedei"t,gs&%:

succeed in e, Y, non-party,

On April 3, the ‘Syquee s tee, whitn abrometional comnit.
Herald ran o featyre v, 0008 materlal. This helpeg (oo, S€€ral
Johnston and MeGahen m‘;l;tlcle on  community that lp\ef fo alert the gay
Bay candidate), describing "‘e‘:ﬂ ‘;PE'" made the polnt that 11;‘:? :’*“lljn,.g but [
i aomency o Austradian palfiee 2 PEOBIE {0 Vote for me mummper cant

A le g 0 vote th ne,
Ol et succus for e 00k Wanted ther 1o e e ket |
Te! as o
PO perion, IS, Al b s G et Condidmte, g
. e of th
law reform Mo ment belng put e argu-
Sitting of Parllament, (Permany a2 [orces In the o orounil by cefaal
Janting Lo lake his distance from e o Parly Is redeomunity that the
finlwing machine In NSW following 1" 1% TEPresenting the view thapess
el E¥Ing against Labor In the Srae 2097 PArty Is a site of strageis i1¢
~Cr mJ.nhuT g;y Prople could be 111\'t'.olver‘{l"'g‘lfal!lt.Imi
on lold Labor Muitant fuy. .zgmg for gay Uiberation apy

election is over there Is
the Oxford Street Com-
continue as a soclalist,
nlst oganisation that's

h an outreach beyond the
V. It could take Ep lssu:\s
£4ys In the Oxford Street
Promote partlelpation by
805 around many other

Bays who are radleal

Johnston eommented:
ouncil, the Sutherland fo

Left formed an alllance to outvote Har-
tup, but not always successfully. I
suspect that those lines will probably
keep operating, and therefore there will
now be a majority for what I'm calllng
a Left-Centre. This should make the
Labor Party less conservative than It
was In the last Councll.”

A big problem for progressive ALP
aldermen in a caucus dominated by the
Right Is that ALP rules stipulate that
they cannot report dissenting views to
other Labor Party bodles, including
thelr own Branches. Johnston's
Branch, East Sydney, Is planning to
challenge this rule at the 1985 State
_Conference.

For the coming Conference 1t has sub-
mitted three preposals for changing
local government procedures. They
are:

1) the preselection of the Lord Mayor
by rank-and-file ballot rather than by
State Council of the ALP.

2) the abolition of the archalc term
“alderman’’ and its replacement with
“‘counclllor.”

3) an Increase In the aldermanic al-
lowance to $5,000 a year.

Johnston explained the last point by
saying the current low allowances are
“arelic of days when councils were run
by men of property and it's assumed
now that you're some sort of soclal
worker rather than a polltical
organiser. It's only the more affluent
people who can spend the time dolng
the work that needs to be done In
organlsing working people.”

When asked what Labor should do to
rebuild its support and prevent further
losses In the next local government
electlons, Johnston replled:

T would llke the Labor Party In the
elty to work out a broad soclalist under-
standing of what Labor should be doing
In local government, including soclallst
policles for city planning in general.
This requires an understanding of all
the specific Issues that fall within that
— llke housing, traffle policies and all
of the things which atfect the conditiou.
of existence of worklng people. We also
need to look at welfare and a reform of
administrative procedures.

“'We've never taken on the question of
the reform of the bureaucracy, es-
pecially in the City of Sydney. The top
and middle levels of the bureaucracy
here are made up of Clvic Reform (the
conservative opposition) and Hartup
appolntees,

“T would like all these things fto be
talked about within the ALP. If neces-
sary, we should hold workshops so that
we can plan now for the nex! electlons.
We did not go to this election with fully
worked out pollcles.

“Secondly, the Labor Party doesn't
iry to mobllise people for their rights
and dignity on a number of fronts. It as-
sumes that If you elect people to
government, at whatever level, that Is
how you get soclal change. That's a fun-

Labor Milltant, May 1881

damental flaw, I belleve it's the people
organising themselves who bring about
soclal change, and the Labor Party can
be an ald to that. It can also be an ob-
stacle so T would prefer to see it belng
an ald

“I would like to see ALP Branches
{which are seen by the Right simply as
a basis for preselectlon) as organisa-
tlons which actually Involve themselves
in thelr local communitles, that are
community organisations in thelr own
right.

“It's not just simply the old thing of
Labor Party Branches talking about
garbage and kerbing. But there's a
point to that old style that the Left has
overlooked or dismissed as not being
impaortant.

‘“East Sydney Branch has adopted a
more practical approach in this regard.
For example, It made a submission to
the Inquiry about prostitution in the
area. This supported the
decriminalisation of prostitution but
also took note of resldential amenities.”"

Branch members Initlated a local
community newspaper, which Johnston
calls *‘non-Party but progressive.”
Because It Is non-Party, "It doesm't
have to be uncritical of the Labor Party

If it deserves critlclsm, but It's not antl-

Labor by definition. It Is helping to

build the ALP Branch, and the spin-off

1s good for the ALP electorally.”

Counclls dominated by the ALP Right

In Sydney have been notorious for
providing jobs for the friends and
relatives of the aldermen. This has oc-
caslonally resulted in conflicts between
the councils and the relevant unlons.

Johnston and other progressive
fighting to keep residential areas

measure of the outgoing Labor Council was t

houses to fund public housing

aldermen on the Sydney City
close to the city centre

Many of the Labor-dominated counclls
have also come Into conflict with thelr
employees over wages and conditlons,

Johnston explalned his attitude to this
problem:

“In any public organisation that's not

a profit making organisation, it's a
questlon of priorities, obvlously. As a
soclallst, you want to be an ldeal
employer, and you're committed fo un-
jonism and working with unlons. But
I've never been involved in this scale of
enterprise hef, =~ ~an't say much
more. But 05{251[\:“‘? ! say much
poslition for a soclallst to be in, because
one is Involved in managing a level of
the capltalist state.

“The question of reforming the
bureaucracy Involves concepts of
workers control, workers partieipation
and workers management. Like the
Publie Service, these organisatlons are
very hierarchical and I think that this ls
where a reforming Labor Government
can experiment. This area ls new to me
but I am committed to workers self-
management and it's something I
would like to explore.”

On the subject of revenue, Johnston
sald that he viewed rate payments as a
form of taxatlon on property owners.
He favoured increasing this source of
councll revenue provided the rate
burden Is directed at commercial
property owners and not residents.

He summed up his involvement In the
arena of local government in the follow-
ing way:

I recognise that it Involves con-
tradictions and whatever ls resolved
will be the outeomne of struggle.”

Council are
e popular
0 impose a 2% levy an business

1



National Conference ‘84

Prices-Incomes Accord

Pay-offs for wage ‘restraint’

This s the third in a series of articles leading up to the
National Conference. Each article in the series ex-
a major area of policy to be debated at Conference.

Some of the most Important and Interesting debate at the
comlng Conference will be on economle policy. At the 1982
Natlonal Conference the framework for the Prices and In-
comes Accord was adopted with Httle comment. That
SITcant Lerehe<s vex What 106 Abeord Soces 1 B

5 over whal -
e Accord means in prac.

Martin Tuck
Member Livingstone (NSW) ALP Branch
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cording to offlclal flgures, and the hidden unemployed
(those who have glven up hope of getting a job or who don’t
quallfy for the dole) are also Increasing In number,

So unlon wage restraint and Government policles have
‘made little difference In this area. Now the Hawke Govern.
ment ls openly canvassing the possibllity of providing
Government assistance to those corporations that want to
{ntroduce labour saving technology. While he was in Japan
|n February Hawke told Australlan workers they should be
concerllEQ ‘‘not merely for today's jobs but tomorrow's

children.

9) Taxatlon. The Accord promised a numnber of specific
things In regard fo tax reform. These Included a promise to
restructure existing tax scales and have an annual review of
‘how the tax system works; areductlon in indirect taxes; the
gmashing of the tax avoldance industry and the tightening
upofexlsling taxes on corporations. The Governmenlt's elec
tlon promises Included a reductlon in direct Income taxes.

The Hawke Gowernment's first budget ignored all these
commitments and reduced company taxes by 14 per cent.
This was a slap In the face to the unlon movement and the
ACTU leaders felt compelled to publicly state their disap-

tment and call for a definite plan for tax reform In the
1984 budget.

Plans for the August budget are already belng mapped out
and It 1s clear a new taxatlon “'package’ Is to be devised.

The Government plans a cut In personal income taxes that
will save the “average’ wage earner $3 a week. This will be
& welcome change to the more normal fax increase, but it Is
hardly something to get excited about. Furthermore, it may
be offset by increases in Indirect taxes.

Hawke and Keating attended a two-day meeting of the
‘Australian Business Council at the end of March where dis-
cussions were held on what would constitute an acceptable
fax package. The business leaders present made it clear
they are In favour of a cut in Income taxes provided It is
‘balanced by the introductlon of a broadly-based consump
tlon tax (le something like the Value Added Tax which adds
8 per cent to the price of all retalled goods in Britain).

Tn the third week of March the ACTU executlve also helda
week-long meeting to prepare Its negotlating positions for
the comlng year. On taxes it resolved only to demand a
Government review of ‘‘corporate tax lablility'; the
relntroductlon of legislation designed to defeat ‘‘bottom of
the harbour” tax avoldance; and further assessment of the
Mkely effect of the Medicare levy. It projected a meeting
with the Government to discuss the ‘“quantity of tax
changes."

The Financlal Review has reported that the ACTU will
also press for the creatlon of six tax brackets In order to
relieve the pressure on those at the lower ends of exlsting
brackets.

The ACTU proposals represent a retreat from demanding
full Implementation of the promises made in the Accord (not
o mention ACTU pollcy which Includes things like calls for &
“broadly-based wealth tax" and an "'excess profits tax'").

In summary, the Accord will have resulted in no tax
reforms before this year's budget (le 18 months after It was
Introduced), These reforms will result In savings of only &
few dollars and may be offset by increases in Indirect taxes
{1n violatlon of the conditlons of the Accord).

The Accord's dismal record on tax reform Is making some
of the union leaders nervous about the future of the Accord.
According to a report In the Sydney Morning Herald on April
as the the Amalgamated Metals,

{1a promise to reduce, rather than Increase, indirect taxes.

In regard to tax reform the Government will support a
conservative approach with the argument that the economy
cannot afford substantial reforms. They wlll say that the
proposed tax cut will cost about $1000 million and that any
it than this will blow out the budget deficit and fuel Infla-
tlon.

Labor Militant, May 1981

HEwike Keating

But, of course, the Government will not contemplate new
wealth taxes. With companies llke BHP making record
profits, now is a good time fo make the bosses pay for the
long-term econemic crisls. The Accord Is supposed to be
based on the principle of “equality of sacrifice” yet the
workers are being told that they must exerclse further
restraint even when profits are boomning.

3) Medicare. This Is being presented as a major achleve-
ment of the approach outlined in the Accord. The Govern-
ment Is boasting that Medlcare 1s its single most Important
reform. But it Is far from the free; universal health care
system that a Labor Government should introduce without
any strings attached.

In the first place, workers still have to pay for health care.
They cannot avold the 1 per cent tax levy and If they are not
prepared to wait long hours in public hospitals they must
also pay 15 per cent of the fee for a visit to the doctor. Those
who declde they need extra Insurance, above Medicare's
very bastc service, will probably end up paying more than
they did before Medlcare was introduced.

Medlcare will result in a small saving for those on very
low wages who did not already qualify for the '‘disadvan-
taged'® status.

Health Minister Neal Blewett has produced figures that
are supposed to prove that Medicare results in a significant
increase In take-home pay. He estimates that the worker on
the average weekly wage with a family to support will pay
about 34 a week In levy and an extra $6 to cover necessary
additlonal insurance — a ftotal of $10. Under pre-Medleare
arrangements he estimates the same worker would be pay-
ing $10.75 a week.

So Blewett's own figures Indicate that the average worker
will save just 75 cents a week, yet Medlcare will be used to
lop about 2.7 per cent off the March and June CPI figures so
that the pay rise at the next Natlonal Wage Case in October
will be a negligible 1 per cent.

Not only has Medlcare produced little or no saving for
most workers, It has not Improved the quality of health care
available. The Hawke Government has done nothing to
reverse the deterloration In public hospltals that resulted
from the Fraser Government's austerlty drive. Yet more
people are frying to use the hospltals to (aliadv_gxlt_g_ge_gt_
thelr Medlcare coverage. This has resulted In longer gueues
and more pressure on both hospltal statf and patlents.

In its review of the first year of the Accord the ACTU Ex-
ecutive has stressed that it has Increased union participa-
tlon in economic planning. Hawke has promoted his
“iconsensus’’ approach by hosting the summit extravaganza
and by setting up tripartite bodles like the Economic Plann-
ing Advisory Councll.

But in reallty Hawke and Keatlng have llstened only to the
advice of business leaders in framing thelr economic
strategy. They have discussed taxatlon policy with the
Business Councll, And they got a leading banker, Vie
Martlin, to prepare the report on deregulating financial In-
stitutions.

Continued on page 16
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hey proudly showed us the new
- structed.

Membership is entlrely
~enthuslasm for the o

" memories, the Sandinistas have

" The followling Initiatives
| Should and could be undertaken

1, It Is Important for Govern
become personally acqu
condltlons of the peopi
Amerlca, partlcularly those
Amerlcan and Carlbbean reg

make an officlal visit, but
Parllamentarians to use thelr
Nicaragua and other countrles

2, Australla should provide
Nlcaragua elther by way ©
(e.g. wheat), or finance by
Interest was expressed by
Fund for Reconstructlon, Ce
Ald Programme and the means
the programme was at present

the

3. Australla should send a tra
Labor Militant, May 1984

for them thelr priest was the true representative of the
h. When they sang their Natlonal Anthem, with tears *
eaming down the faces of some of t
‘and sympathy which we felt for
particularly as the meeting took place in a small parish
, with the happy volces of school children coming from

" Our meeting with the Defence Committees or

to meet us. We attended a full commit-
answered questions about

horror of the Somoza Government

was guoted of a recent loan by the
$15 milllon to Nicaragua for & 50 y
terest, for the purchase of mac
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them. The priest spoke English, and through him they
ed their Bontinuing and fervent support for the alms |

ated the strength of thelr

upset and angered them,

hem, the depth of feel-
themn was overwhelm-

arly overwhelming as the

e early hours of the morn-

. we toured the street blocks and talked to the people who

re on duty In two shifts of 11 pm to
helr main task is to ensure that there are no soclal distur-
{nfiltration from Insurgents
{1s operated in making decl-

2 am and 2 am to 5 am.

ons of the residents in the
as child care, education,
ces to the neighbourhood
wn on the concrefe blocks
road works they had con-

voluntary but with people’s
evolution and with the oppression and

fresh In people’'s
no difficulty in gaining the

" full and active involvement of the people
in my view are those which

by Australla.
ment Parliamentarians to

ainted with the political and soclal
les and Governments of Latin

countries in the Central
jon, Preferably, a small

delegation of Government Merr E

in the region.
\mmediate assistance 10

f dlrect grants of commodities

medium of long term loans.

the Director of the Internatlonal
sar Arostegerl, Inour Overseas

of contact. I polnted out that
under review. The example
Canadlan Government of
ear perlod with no in-
hinery In Canada.

de delegatlon to Nlacaragua

which could Investigate more concrete long term improve:
ments in trade between the two countries, Of course it would
be possible to combine the activitles of a Parllamentary
delegation with actlvitles involving selentifle, technical and
ciltural exchanges, if sufficlent professional staff were ad-
ded to the delegation.
4, Finally, whilst T applaud the up-grading of diplomatle
relatlons between Australla and Nicaragua, whereby our
Ambassador to Mexico has been glven more responsibilities
in relation to a presence In Nicaragua, I appreciate that our
dlplomatic representation in the whole of Latin America 15
minimal and s part of the larger need for Australla to have
a greater presence ln the whole reglon. However, T am not
convinced that even an extemsive visit once every six
months 1s sufflclent to keep Australla fully up to date with
the political and economic developments In such & volatlle
country as Nicaragua. 1 would hope that a trade represen-
tative, at least, could be stationed ln Managua on a perma-

nent basls.

e e $
Loading grain in Nicaragua
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against it. i_
El Salvador e

| Continued from page 23

| America to take control of fhel;
| countries out of the hands of pm-Ue.S'..

its
of opposition within the couni

the military inti T
SiTyedor. ¥ Intervention in EI

cent Increase in demands to the U.S,

Commitee In Solldarity with the Peo-
& ;:!a:EI Salvador, Speclal Envoy fo
America Richard Stone has

| ;l;e.rleﬂwgllo;n:ﬂurmhe workers and been replaced by Harry Shlaudeman,
fral and South who acted as executlve director of the

Kissinger Commisslon.
e ll';::lgguﬁan held a diplomatic post
.S. Emb Domi
Un'lj"bll‘;v;ltlal 'ce:nme to push forward the Republic when m%f;emmﬁc;
bLdisidd ] tary bulld-up in Hon- vaded that country in 1965 and was &
i Provocations against the charge d’affalres at the U.S, embassy
aguan Gﬂu"med rament feel;\ﬂzﬂot In Chile in 1973 when the Government of
Allende was destabllized and

rt makes the point that political

™ setbacks for agan’
e !lll;n:litnll;:ng gt Nicaraguan harbours, American émﬂgﬁmﬁ Usnlml
o 25 Ll urantnrtll.la.ry fo attack make direct U.S. intervention }fn nm:l
araguan border towns, and the re- ple, It could be triggered ntany!iﬁa;
Congress for military ald to El :nlc’ehsual.: mﬂiﬂaﬁ?ﬁﬂgﬁ
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Back copies of most of issues
of both Labor Militant and
Socialist Fight are available
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Please take care to speciiy
exactly which issues you
want and how many. We can
alse make full sets available
for those who are interested.
To order back copies, or
make inguiries about past is-
sues, please write to Lahor
Militant, PO Box 372,

Now Keating i
tlnng las pm:ﬁd a draff economic platform for

the Nati t
almost every
1 Intervention {n the sphere nlecnnoml:‘:]‘m

Salvador, show that the United
S| Y
EGuvev Tament Is Increasing the st!:lh:: EP%:LN o mwwe“m B s i
€n as publle opinlon Is Tunning ftion !ﬁmei)(;l?gcmywuﬁ e
National Conference
economic

Continued from = e

Page 13 mmnlgm debate at Conference wii] achleve little if it is

Interpretations of the Accord. The

leaders of the Hawk
® Governme
nte] C nt will ar that t
i Prlﬂ':lp.le M&:mm 1s that workersg::n u:ly rr::
Theml.eﬂ when I‘E_wnnnw can afford them."
fal m'thﬂ counter this by argulng that the Accord

mobllise thousands of class cons
had the potential 1o devzlo; a hrr:ll::: ;\tl;;el:;mbera AL

Important tactical

The é'ié’." the expense of others. that ofher, soclalie - BNtlcant benefits to workers and
article In this serles Bor rhaonWAll be taken up in the next | - Shiosi™ fAYOUr of the vast ot T ac] (o resolve the
tradicls ACTU poticy - soarace ILto say here that this con- should urge the adoption of & airgiee BLce Of the Accord It
#.fmmtrnfed that it is not Mnﬂﬂmmmn; luu] already :::;kd!:fd:]a‘:;; 2 cal uéﬁuﬁatﬂn lgnlhillse e

m ] e 0 defen: 1 )
ovement before making major declslons m"’,i;ﬁfﬂ“ﬁ, That Is, the n?nilmwmmm(m not "
Accord should be the subject ust the contents) of the
of debate,
Socialisation U
n Party played -

Contin lt‘ ment. Accepatr:: l?hlihlllmh‘““ to the soclalisation move
ntinued from page 19 Democrals were nofhing byt 5ot T, M0SCOW that Soclal

100 asIdetrom the skrugate oaicl L SCIS(S: e CP nol only

Ieaders of the soeiallgetun 10 (e ALP but branded the

u—i%:lsh: o movement as ‘“‘Left social
only strate,
Units was 1o dmﬁ,vlﬂl:m(-? had towards the activists in the

couraging the Reyolytion OUt of the ALP. Thelr role In en-

it's wellmea‘ BE5 We:
. Te lllustrated by
ar ml:m sSupport in the Party Branch §:'r'ﬁinz:$
il control of the un-
Another factar ty begy re il that the Comns
unist

Soclallst
ent and lead et St wing to break up the
h People o £
the experlences of ?{:%“Mlﬁw Iessons to be drawn from
]t;:#l-d‘;yel]omd T bT:;:::r;] all, the simple fact that
.
WOrking class I o o 0L 098 Who say That he A usirson
and class s e lﬁ!ﬂm!le to be interested In suoa.dr::i“s::_'r‘t
paw this movement gey, mm fact is that when workers
250 on the unians, they oy o5 0¢ (he pulltical party
monthly meetings, by g paccd 10 J0In It; not just to attend
rnn}&?gn for soclal|st [d:n?“mﬂ actlvists In the Units and
e Is n 2
Aualrauans.ﬁnoe‘ﬂn‘f lnh”e“"y conservative about
Ing class change Wik EI: the moods of the Australlan work-
©an be wan to an open o, Anging soctal conditions and they
Ampalgn for soclalist policies,

B following is the second of a two-part series |
development of the powerful Socialisation
fin'the NSW Branch of the Labor Party in the
d 1931 to 1933 ;

e first part dealt with how the movement
laped and organised itself. It also looked at the
onflicts between the leaders of the Units and |
pporters of NSW Labor Premier Jack Lan
first part ended with a description of how the
preanised a co-ordinating structure that
to overcome bureaucratic obstruction from
ites on the Party Executive, It explained that
embers of the ALP were drawn into activity
e Units.

& second part begins by describing how the
lers of the movement attempted to build Units
It goes on to examine
that eventually split
to its demise. It at-
ovement for

mid-1931 the ALP general-secretary, Graves, tried 1o
glude non-ALP members from the Units, When & motion

5 effect was adopted by the Party Executive, Me
ara initiated moves to force a special State Conference
ihe l5sue, When 1t became clear that the Units had the
ength to do this, the Executive backed do

e was reached. Only members of of t
anisatlons — in effect the Communist Party — could nat
g out membership in the Unlts

e R L

I n Tuck
Member of Livingstone (NSW) ALP Branch

[RI6 1932 the Inner Unit began moves fo sysiem atise the
firueture of the movement. In each State electorate Units
jould be linked through an electorate committee and groups
State electorates (grouped for election of delegates to
‘Easter Conference) would be linked by a group council, The
BBt6up councils would be linked by the Aggregate Meeting
eomprising three delegates from each group council. The
3 first Aggregate Meeting, structured In this way, met on
| February 1, 1933.

. As mentloned in Par
‘movement experienced di
trade unlon movement "
The initlal call for the formation of the Unlts had gone 10
hoth wings of the labour movement. Yet, while there were 87
Branch Units by the time of the 1931 Easter Conference,
there were only 2 union Units

1t was nof untll mid-1932 that the leaders of the movement
pald serlous attention to the problem of bullding Units in the
unlons — at the time they finally came fo the decision that
they had to break the control of the Langites over the Party
apparatus. A

le:' Juljrs:l?n MeNamara announced the formation of the
Industrial Soclalisation Committee t0 act independently
from, but in concert with, the Party Soclalisation Commit-
tee, The first members of the Industrial committee were ap-
polnted by the Party committee, but the Intention was that
fhis commiftee would later be elected by union Soclalisation
Units that were to be established

Labor Milliant, May 1984

t I of this series, the soclallsation
#flculty In establishing Uniis in the

'.hy the movement collapsed

Bill McNamara, a central leader of the &cml-;ahon Units

The NSW Labor Council appraved the move fo establish
the Units and called on affiliates to carry this through. At
that time there were 11 groups of unions in the Labor Council
and 9 of them passed motlons calling on member unlons to
establish Units. A letter from Kilburn and McNamara to all
unlon secretarles called on the unions to establish Units and
allow branches to establish sub-units.

Members of the Langite Inner Group — including Labor
Council secretary Jock Garden — did not puplicly oppose
{hese moves. But behind the scenes they worked to sabotage
the plan.

MENalnara and Kilburn could do little to get around total-
1y unco-operatlve union bureaucrats and, by April 1833, only
15 Units had been formed.

Nevertheless the Industrial Soclalisation Commiltee
organised a conference for delegates from those Units and

Continued on page 18
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for unlonists who were already active In Branch Units.
Rank-and-Flle unionlsts were encour; to form unef-
mmmndmmmmm
Sociallsation Committee also

5, The alm of the class should, and musi be, |
wmﬂﬁ‘ GApitallst dlass and, 1, )\
, set up the dietatorship of the working class for the
purpose of | upon the basls of Soclalise,
such should be the alm of the Party If the objective 1s not 1,
become a meaningless '

meetings. In opposition to the
s S ‘ayne Report, McNamara d (
ummm& r.inm. orm,w“n‘ o mmmt‘ altacking the advocacy of lelzl:g“por:y: ]r.;
were Ho m&mwmm“gtmwjlmm laefm:illm ganda aM" ;;"!'Eesrtem?“ B
pretext v L ‘had been walting for to move openly fo mrmsn.:ﬂ onzsllw g‘:’u 'ﬂ'e':n'::'?mwfn"';'
smash o e S A It the extreme right
bureaucrats could never aflow. I e T o etat” o
erts coul hreatenedtohake e | lleh s “LaRis rog wobld 1 b romrrcirr

with a general strike and mass insurrectlon, Of
L . Otherwise, the
the eollapse of capitalism WS;: :::

In the first part of this serles [t was noted that the
w udm“nﬂl open fhe opportunity for the evoly.

State” by the socialisation of Key Indusiries) awards

Easter Conference led to a clear o McNamara's document adopted
o i Mo a split In the oV & mmm Was unanimously by the
wm_ .mmm!aﬂm of socialisation measures, Tom became known m( lhmo mrr e
o mbnlh of the Communist from 1920 to The mmrﬂ@‘ o L
e i : Folley and the Payne Report were
mm. MM;MT W“mmn. mmdm t %mhm%mgz omasuflmcn Call
m‘mh social owmership means ¥ ugust, M_ ictally adopted
s W o | oG g o 1
3 8

put at an
by one of McNamara's sup-
REniEE L

% Mw“d,mm%wmt After a full day's debate this motlon was carried by & vote

class le those who e e arm In

—— sell (heir labour power, and ; Our Time" ¢

‘ﬂmmmmg {must be apparenttoall that his ety (e by e Tnner Uit 1

e revolutlonary confilet between e leaders of the latter, Payne
I fhe Inner Unit after the defeat of

MH the maovement steadily

Metropetin C

gl W;auhmmed his
Dectarni 4 a1 amencment and, n spesking 1
3 s an . In speaking to
Party i ced Fayne tor being a “tool of ihe C.om
e s amendrment was adopted by a vote of 51 1

Federal — on > = State and
Soclalisation Committes and to ass| ar:e
a &n
m“:n':“ i B o policy speeches
m?dm:nr;’b?rmn mee, ' the Executive suh-
ship of : from holdin,
Party was particularly actyy the C: i
: active ommunist
_?;lr:eu Movement and fhe m"’ Unemployed
lu‘t:n;:cn us]::g.; the Soviet Union
Revolutionary Soctalls ; lallsts and
Letgie 7 s e by g, .
members to a mﬁ M& invited ALP
3:%1'[:'1“; on the so-called g ‘ actlon against
Frae Inated by the CP). Under| Ones deemned
er Group, McNamara and A Lang's In-

the Units to boyeott this cm':.m.... %ﬂ- members of

announced his intention 1o 4

o M3, 1932, he Lang Gavernment s Ty
l;!ll:: called for June I1. The resull wag g send.2eC-

hnwkunn !hew and Soctalisation Call lm: Ak

Soclalisation Oh[u:ﬂvelm’m, s u:t:l:

Thereafter the Soctall
alisation Unit leader n the
16 penetrate the unions and take ooy ot
ake
apparatus and the faction flght, to the ?l::g:‘ i

Jock Garden

Planglies made use of a widely-publicised October
I By Archbishop Sheenan who had declared that fo
Blie shauld belong to, or even vote for, the ALP as long

1 id {ts Soclalisatlon Objective. In response (o the
s speech a leader of the Langites H d Me-
announced that a motlon fo disband the Units would
Bsented to the 1933 Conference
Bver, the Langites still had a major scare before they
{9 that Conference, For, In elections for the Party Ex-
i¥e In November and December 1932, candidates
felenting the Soclalisation Units secured a clear ma-

of 17 out of 28 positions. The old Executlve found a
%I, never publicly announced, for ordering new ballots
positions and with [ntensive campalgning fhe Inner
squeaked horne (n each ballot fo gain 15 positions and

‘e Its majorlty
Wanuary 1939, Lang opened the campaign agalnst the

i & major speech in which he announced & new cam-
for the soclalisation of credit. In It he attacked fhe
orlous pedagogues who derlde the pr cal strength
Labor Movement.”
the Mefropolitan Conference In February (he [nner

leaders demanded that the Party unite around Lang's

[ageous and pragmailc” campalgn and patch up the
ns that were so apparent

.~ Even though McNamar : and Kliburn had announced their

jort for Lang's campalgn and declared confldence in the

y leadership, Harold McCauley submitred an arficle to
¢ Labor Daily claiming fhat a “clique organised [n the
Wame of Soctalisation”” had launched a "‘direct and cunning
@ttack™ on fhe “greaf leader’’ Lang
From that time on the Labor Leader — In which Lang had
P& large shareholding — launched daily and scurfllous at-
tacks on the Unit leaders
While the Unit leaders were (rying fo defend themselves
nst these atfacks, the Langltes were lobbying the
anches — claiming fhere was a secret consplracy 1o
destroy Lang at a time when he alone could save fhe eountry
from economie ruin.

The Labor Dafly published ‘‘spontaneous” resolutions
from Branehes denouneing the Units and pralsing Lang.
Elections for delegates to Easter Conference were called
at short notice and It was not really surprising when these

Labor Militant, May 19%4

gave the Langltes a comfartable majority
S0 It was that Conference veted deelsively for a motlon
:::“:i';m the fl\"{r_ﬂurvm of all Units and for the funetions of
ar‘ur‘|-;’p rlrlr\iallrm ommitiee to be handed over to the Ex-
- v support the Lang campalgn for the soclalisation
of credit

An Aggregate Meeting of the Soclalisatlon Unifs was held
on the Saturday after Conference, The Revalutlonary
Soclalists mobilised a force for this meeting and pushed
through a motion calling for negotiations with the Australian
Rallways Union and the Miners Federation with the aim of
establishing a breakaway Industrial Labor Party

The Democratie Soclalist and Revolutlonary Soclallsts
were now hopelessly divided with the latter on the way out of
the Party. McNamara set up a Conmittee of Twelve to
organise a general Aggregate Meeting which adopted &
re[s;]ufi‘m calling for further propaganda work inslde fhe
AL

When the Revolutionary Seclalists’ call for a breakaway
party fell on deal ears, they agreed to participate with the
Demnocratic Soelalists in a Jolnt Committee of 35. However,
the two groups were soon In conflict agaln.

On Augusi 19 three prominent members of the
Revolutionary Soelalists and a group of rank-and-file
members announced their Intentlon fo join fhe CPA.

After that the ALP Executlve also declared fhe Indusfrial
Soclalisation Cornmittee of the Democratie Soctallsts to be
hogus and warned that any asseclation with It would lead to
expulsion. Shortly afterwards the committee disbanded and
the Unifs faded out of existence. I

36 ended a remarkable chapter In Australlan labour
history

What lessons can be drawn for socialists In the Labor
Party today?

The rost Important potnt to make Is that the movement
had one inherent weakness. By taking the Soclalisation

Objective as a starting pofnt, Its political framework was,
inevitably, abstract, The objective was rhetorle, never in-
tenided to have practical significance. While the Unlfs were
able to use It for valuable prapaganda work, they could nof
draw out of It a strategy for mobilising the working class In
defence of its immediarely perceived Inferests.

The diffleulties the Units had in establishing themselves in
the unfons was probably as much due o this political
weakness as to the obstruction of Lang's supporters

The movernent would have been far stronger had it been
bullt on a program of actlon, starting with the defence of
Jobs and living standards In the Depression. Out of such a
program would flow the need to nationallse (or soclalise
leading enterprises. And ouf of such a movement would
come clearer conceptions on what sorf of Labor government
I necessary fo carry out such a program.

The Dermocratie Soclalist wing obvlously had real lusions
in the willingness {or abllity) of Labor parliamentarians fo
enaet sociallsation of Industry by means of parllamentary
decree. They had no strategy for mobllising the working
¢class to carry ouf and defend such actlons

Thelr belief In the Inevitable collapse of capitalism
derestirmated its resillence. And fheir hope fhara fundamen-
tal soclal fransformation could be carried out peacefully
was naive, fo say the least.

The Revolutlonary Soclalists, on fhe other hand made ul-
fraleft and sectarian errors, They too lacked a program lo
mobilise the working class and relled instead on radical
sounding pronouncements.

Despite these polifical weaknesses,

Continued on page 16
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Pwith the Communist
ppines and Its armed
ple's Army.
it has bullt up a
overs a majority of the
tnees, with 100,000 ac
ipporters numbering in
{15 this network which In
the organisational
irecent mass rallles. And
esents the maln threat
.S, plans for the Philip-
er term.
political crisis also cor
a rapldly worsening
tlon. In addition to the
devaluation, and rising
mi, the International
ind Ras declded to delay
1o offset the massive

jbly this was the U.S. way of
pressure Marcos to, among
be seen to have falr elec-

tlons,

Another concern of the U.8, and cer
{aln business leaders Is with an orderly
successlon lo the presideney In the
event of Marcos’ demlise, Marcas
obllged them by having a plebiselie on
January 27 which relnstated the posl
tlon of vice-president

But this I8 very much a cosmetic
reform. The president still effectively
rules by decree. Under the martlal law
Constitution of 1973, and the re

slons
made to It In 1981, Marcos refalns the
right to veto any bill d by the

Natlonal Assembly. F
right to enact hils own
Natlonal Assemb]
any law

So In effect
tlon forces

has the
. while the
no right to veto
farcos

should the opposl
weeplng majorily,
ave the right to

to grant amnesty (o
r fo n make

Ing was taken [rom a
d hy the Philippines
Group in Melboorne,
la alds Marces.

8 Government rules In

lfor Tanada, a

of nationallst
. calls
the US-Marcos
up of a coall
natlonalisa-

stages, and

| furnout of 10,000
December In-

8 antl-Marcos

up 45 peT ceT
1979. We are supporting 2
force that oppresses lis 0%

Nﬂly respected human
organisation, Amnesty Inter
sald In a 1982 repor? on
g8 “The security lorces

atlc

]

it

EEER
sty

iz ental human rights
 right of security of person and
# right against arbitrary arrest

declared martial law 11
Many have disappeared
bodies discovered som
3 Others have never been
@gain. On top of this 60,000
have been arresied 9
law was declared in |
ty Infernational made special
of the widespread formure
@ those arresied by 02
Tens of thousands n&
mhat Is, herded
I arder ts flush o
fo the Govern-

ment
Itisto s Itary loree
military
stralia,

n the

Defence
Australia to
Australian

at period.

averwheiming poverty
@4 per cent of
n pavertyl, the
Covernment spendiag on
e |3 several times fhat spent
. A care

reh sources say (hat between
ary 1992 and March 1983, the
ations oceurred: 1516
arbitrary ests, 156 political kill-
ings, 42 disappearances.

In 1982, the Human Rights Com-
mittee of the Integrated Bar of the
Philippines esfimated that hetween
150,000} and 500,000 Fillpino peasanis
have been forced off Mefr land as 3
result of military operations.

the counfry
In addition, even though the A
sembly membérahlp has bes

number of appoiniees has doubled to 40,
Ba that for an opposition group to even
galn ority It must now win aver 70
per cent of the confested seals

These facts alone are enough (o &%
plaln why there Is election boyeott
campalgn. The Natlonallst Alllance
very rly on advocaled a boyeolt
without conditfons. Bul It modified I8
stance n arder (o achleve greater unity
on the lssue among the oppositlon
forees.

In early January, a “united people's
rally’* was held 1o launch the approach
of demnanding that Marcos meet certaln
eonditions before the opposiiion would
participate In the electlons,

Agreement was reached beiween
groups as diverse as UNIDO, AMA, JA-
JA, Kaakbay and even the ban
NDF. The six demands were that
Marcos repeal the presidential
legislative powers as well as the
decrees which give the regime (he
authority to arrest al will; give general
amnesty and release all political
prisoners; that a two-thirds majority of
Parllarnent be required In order 16
declare martlal law or withdraw the
wril of habeas-corpus; that Parllament
approves all semlor Government ap-
pointments; along with demands
relaling 1o the elections, such as equal
access to the medis for all groups, new
voters lists and no milltary Involve
i

&t

At the timie of the rally UNIDO leader
Laurel said fhat Marcos must offer
“substantive compllance, not neces-
sarily word-for-word compllance” with
the denands. So far Marcos has only
suggested that voter registration will
be renewed and that he will not make
further detentlons in the perlod leading
up to the glections

It is enmmonly made out that (he op-
poaition iz now hopelessly divided in fhe
run-up 16 the elections. This may e s6
of the established congervative parties.
But fhe real opposition In the Philip-
pines eanmot run In fhe elections. And
after all, the elections, are only rmeant
fo provide a veneer of legitimacy o he
Marens goveramen!.

Tn the countryside, whers most of the
people live, the milltary atracitles con-
Hnue. Reglons that strongly support e
boyeoft can expect military reprisals,
as happened after The 1991 boyent! cam-

paign.

Whatever the success of (he slection
Boyeott, and sven if Marcos does Aot go
quite yet, the opposition forces ave in &
good position to be strenginened in the
process. The dymamic of post-Aquine
events means (mal (he militant aad
progressive groups can break suf of the
restrictlons [mposed by underground
work and bulld an &VéR MOre
br Base




central america
' El Salvador elections

Embarrassing result for
- Reagan

| The following article, by Greg
| Adamson and Renfrey Clarke, Is
reprinted from the April-May lsue of
Venceremos — bulletin of the Commit-
tee In Solidarity with Central America
and the Caribbean.

In the wake of the first round of
voting In the S: an pr 1
elections, the Unlted States strategy in
Central Amerlca faces a serious crisis.
I Rather than the vindlcation of
| democracy which the U.S. Reagan ad.

ministration hoped to sell to the United
States publie, the elections turned into
an embarrassing farce,

These elections have been used as an
excuse for introducing increasing
numbers of U.S. military personnel Into
the reglon. Two weeks before the alec.
tlon, the U.S, administration announced
that thousands of troops would begin
milltary exercises on the border of Hon-
duras and EI Salvador.

Salvadoran opposition leader Ruben
Zamora described thls as a
“"provocation” and a new escalation of
US. “Intervention In El Salvador,”

Zamora estimated that some 2000
U.S. troops were involved In an area
Where Pentagon statements had stres.
sed the lack of a clearly defined frontler
between El Salvador and Honduras,

Towards the end of 1983, there were
Strong Indicatlons that the United
States was preparing a large scale
military Intervention in E| Salvador.
Especially with the release of the Kis-
singer Commission report In January,
there appeared to be broad unity
among United States political leaders
on the need for direct military action.

At this tense moment, diplomatic In-
Itlatives by the Nicaraguan Govern-
ment, Including the announcement of
Torth natlonal elections and a
broad amnesty for many who had been

oh “;:rll-snﬁm%em actlons,

cut the United
Wt’s bluster, g
moment the disastrous defea
ul by the Marlnes In Leb, ;
unity around

the Ki Commissloy
wwmates pl: S
months.

‘An unofficlal tally of the votes in the
first round has given just over 44 per
cenl to Christlan Democratic candidate
Jose Napoleon Duarte, followed by
D'Aubulsson with 29 per cent. Third
place In the elght-person race Is held by
Francisco Guerrero of the right-wing
Conclliation Party, with 19 per

‘‘Chaos, confuslon and dejection
relgned,'” the Australlan reported on
March 28. “*At least 100 statlons in San
Salvador never opened, because either
the new electoral lists, the ballot
papers, the ballot boxes, or all three,
slmply did not arrive.”” Tens of thou-
sands of people gave up trying to vote,
or were left in the long lines still outside
many polling statlons when the time al-
lowed for votlng ended.

Even when the polling closed, scan-
dals continued to erupt. It was reported
that the Christlan Democrat vice-
president of the Central Electlon Coun.
cll, Roberto Meza Regardo, had
marched Into the computer room, ac-
cused a senlor technlclan of being a
member of ARENA, and ordered him
out. The other technlclans also left, and

ting was
When results began to be posted, far
behind schedule, Irregularities quickly
An fnitlal

cent.

These figures correspond quite close-
ly to the results in the 1982 electlons for
the constituent assembly. In that poll,
Duarte's Christian Democrats won the
largest single block of seats, but did not
command an overall majority. As
runner-up, D'Aubulsson’'s Natlonalist
Republican Alllance (ARENA) was
able to forge a coalltion with a serles of
smaller partles, glving the ultra-
rightists control of the chamber,

Since the purpose of these
Wwas 10 set the ground for further U.S.
aid to the regime, the prospect of a vie-
tory for ultrarightist d'Aubulsson is not
a pleasing one. D'Aubulsson has been
named by former U.S. ambassador to
El Salvador, Robert ‘White, as the
organiser of the assassination of
Salvadoran Archbishop Romera.

Even the major international medla
have publicly recognised the climate of
fraud and coerclon In which the polls
are belng conducted. ARENA sup-
porters have repeatedly threatened
voters with violence and even with a
military coup If D'Aubulsson {5 not
elected.

b
the electoral council put ARENK
ahead, but a revised count then had the
Christlan Demoacrats In the lead,
Somehow, 671 voles had disappeared
trl;‘rn the original tally,

aler, It was announced that a total of
70,903 ballots had been cast In La Paz
province; the council, however, went on
to change this figure to 45,968, The dis-
erepancy was not explalned.
Once the trend of the results had
become clear, D'Aubulsson began a
renewed effort to distance himself from

ans back by

In this context that the
0 electlons occurred, and
* the United States little com.

e

#asants being taken 1o the polling booths in El Salvador on March

h squads, apparently seeking to
e the U.S. that he could be
with the presidency. On March
gondemned a statement Issued by
jost actlve death squad, the Secret
munist Army (ESA), In a
unique delivered to a San
r radlo station, the ESA had
bed the Central Election Council
il Salvadorans . . . playing the
international communism.”
at has been described as an im-
nt concession to the Christian
gerats, D'Aubulsson also agreed
he computerised registry used in
ting should be dropped because so
f names were missing.
President Reagan responded to
tlons by praising the "“valiant
* of E1 Salvador for ‘‘going to the
In what must surely have been a
repared statement, Reagan
ed: "It looks like the turnout Is
er victory for freedom over tyran-
. of liberty over repression, of
rage over intimidation.”
n fact, the total of around 1.2 milllon
e who voted was well below the
million clalmed for the 1982 elec-
— despite the fact that voting is
pulsory, and non-voters tend to be
jpected of sympathising with the
rrillas. El Salvador's population is
generally put at around five million
people — suggesting that fewer than
half of those eligible to vote actually did

The guerrillas of the Farabundo
Marti National Liberation Front
ALN) pledged that they would not
ke reprisals agalnst anyone who
ooses 1o vote, but they made It clear
it they would not allow the army In
eas under FMLN control under cover
the poll.
* InChalatenango province, a guerrilla
onghold, only 19,392 people were
ecorded as voting on March 26, com-

‘pared with 55,871 in 1982. Overall, the

'MLN clalms to have stopped the
“electoral farce" from belng acted out
In more than B9 of 261 towns In EI
Salvador.

For the “‘democratic’ political bos-
ses In the capital, this reflects an un-
nerving statlstic: that around a third of
the population centres in El Salvador
are now under the day-to-day control of
the rebel opposition.

Rather than showing the *‘success of
democracy” in El Salvador, the elec-
tions lllustrate the dilemma faced by
the Reagan administration today: it
was a pretty poor show, but It's the best
show they've got,

The Unlted States Government can-
not afford to lose In El Salvador,
because a victory for the popular forces

Continued on page 16
Labor Militant, May 1984
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CISCAC
tlon of solidarity with the peoples of the
reglon. It has the following alms:

# To oppose all imperialist Interven-
tion In Central America and the Carfb-
bean and to champion the right of self
determination for the peoples of the
region

® To promote an understanding
among the Australlan people ‘ut the
struggles of the peoples of Central
America and the Caribbean against ex-
ploltation and repression, and to build
solidarlty with these struggles.

e To
governments of Cuba and Nicaragua, to
defend the gains utreac}lly made b%" 1the

slar victories in these countries,
22‘3\ to win recognition of the E‘MLN.
FDR of El Salvador as the legitimate
representative of the Salvadoran peo-

is the national organisa-

support the revolutionary
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EL SALVADORY

1If you want to be active in this cam-
palgﬁ. just contact the addresses
below:
ADELAIDE: d
PO Box 428 Unley 5061
BRISBANE: .
PO Box 141 Ashgrove 4060
CANBEREA: A
PO Box 606 Dickson 2602
HOBART: 5
PO Box 532 Sandy Bay 7005
MELBOURNE: !
GPO Box 5421CC Melbourne 3001
NEWCASTLE
PO Box 233 Newcastle 2300
PERTH: i
PO Box 118 Vietorla Park 6100

PO Box Ad31 Sydney South 2000
WOLLONGONG: g
PO Box 1976 Wollongong 2500

o
o

$15 a

]

Bt i

Join CISCAC

nnual membership and Venceremos subscription ($10 concession)

Enclosed is:

§10 annual membership (35 concession)
$5 for five issues of Vencdtemos
donation to the work of CISCAC

Mame:

Address:

-

nearest you
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Fall in the clip-oft and return to CISCAC PO Box Ad31 Sydney South or the CISCAC
il i
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union affiliations

Bank union’s affiliation move

The following Interview with Dawson
Peatle of the Australlan Bank
on was for

Labor Milliant by Tony Brown, a
‘member of the Publlc Service Assocla-
tlon 3 NSW, and Rozelle East ALP

lhadinn: Dawson, can you give me
on A

appealed to them,

It was a major step forward, in our
view, to call ourselves a unlon, The next
step was to affillate with the ACTU and
Joln the malnstream of the trade union
movement. [ would see affillatlon to the
ALP a natural progression from there.

Question: Do you think that Involve-
ment In actlon has helped to

some kgr the
Bank Employees Unlon?

dnve{up the consclousness of your

Answer: It covers 82,000
nationally in the private and state bank
areas. We are probably as close as you
could get to an Industry unlon. The only
other unlon In the banking Industry
the Commonwealth Bank Officers As-
soclation,

The ABEU Is the seventh or elghth
largest unlon in Australla. It's 64 years
old. It Is an ACTU affillate. And as far
as the membership profile ls con-
cerned, the average age Is 26, with the
average age of males belng 30 and the
average age of females 22. The
mﬂrﬁm of males to females s about

c lon: When did the unlon afffllate
with the ACTU?

Answer: Ianewmm 1982,
Question: & recent national co;
ference the unlon began to discuss af-

backgrof

Answer: It's been the toplc of con-
slderation for gulte some Yyears now,
beclmotlhe:hln;mgumrev!ﬂm
organisation. It has moved away from

Seen as conservatlve career in.
dustry to being {dentified more as what
It Is — a clerical industry.

In political terms the unfon has
chi from bel B Very conser-
vative union. It was a er of the

Party In the 1949 natlonalisa-
tion ¢ . Now the vast majority
of the officlals of the unlon, cert;
those on & full-time, would be either
ALP members or supparters. The vast
majority n't dsi:: Committee of

elegates and Federal
delegates would also be .
oty ALF sup.

falrly dramatic change,
union secretary in NSW two mﬁ
;IM for preselection for the Liberal

Answer: Sure, In the same w,
A 'ay af-
Hllation to tmmv did. That was also

ABEU year:
When I Jolned it wasn't wﬁ:llgnhd.n
union, It was called an assoclation, It

the name e

e deniified ap They wanteg
identified as some

m,..mm;:"“

k]

as 9

Answer: Yes I do. We had a lot more
educatlon when we had a lot more [n-
dustrial actlon In the early 70's, before
wage Indexation. At one stage we were
having almost non-stop wage cam-
palgns and the ABEU was as militant

IEANESIES
L T )

as any In the country. We even
managed to win wage rises before the
metalworkers’ unions.

Then wage indexation came In n 1975
and from 1975 until 1979 we didn’t have
natlonal industrial action at all,

Then when wage Indexation began to
break down In 1879 we had our first
stopwork meeting in quite a while and a
24-hour stoppage. And that was not as
well supported as the actlons we held In
1974 and 1975.

Certainly the economlc circum-
stances had changed. But my theory is
that the members simply got out of
Préctice between 1975 and 1979,

Is a high turnover rate in the in-
dustry (at one stage estimated at 25 per
cent per annum). And the banks
traditlonally recrult school leavers who

have no perception whatsoever of an in-

dustrial campalgn.

1 think we are stlll In the same phase.
Slnce 1979 we have had a couple of cam-
palgns but we have not got back to the
frequency of the early 70's.

1 see this as a real problem for us,
Apart from the working hours cam-
palgn we had over the last couple of
years, the only lssues around which we
can re; mobilise our members on a
national basls are wages and working
conditions.

We don't have a high level of disputa-
tlon over working conditlons because
they are generally very good in this In-
dustry. If you look at the statlstics,
working conditlons would only account
for about one-third of natlonal strike ac-
tlons. So that leaves wages.

Question: How would you sum up the
effects of wage indexation on your
members?

Answer: It had good and bad effects.
It gave the unlon the opportunity to con-
cenirate on some {ssues other than
wages. So we started to move Into areas
like occupational health and safety
which we couldn't do before when
Wages campalgns consumed all our
Tesources,

But lack of partlclpation in Industrial
campalgns tends to make the unlon
members less militant and less
prepared fo fight when the need arises.

In terms of real wages we have done
as well as anybody else, The only real
benefit for stronger unlons now [s that
‘t:ey Iim g}ei Ihfn wage rises quicker

an the others. In this r
doqne ref:on:hly well. e

uestion: I belleve that NSW

o g Pl T
cnﬂnghutun? have been generous

wer: Yes, The banks have, of
course, been traditlonal and generous
supporters of the conservative partles
gBolng back before the 1949 nationalisa.
tlon flght. The NSW public funding
provisions have exposed that to a
degree. For example the Natlonal Bank
recently donated 815,000 to the Natlonal
Party. And the Natlona] Party has men-
tloned other sums,

These are, of coursge, ust
contributions, 1 thigfe mm:::?e! o
channelled through other avenues,
lh;'ﬂﬂld'a gther organisations, j

n additlon fo that you have
executives of banks as len!or‘:;:t'; innrl:
ficlals, One example Is Sir Robert
Crichton-Brown, who was the chalrman
of the Commerclal Banking Group of
Sydney and s now on the board of the

Aot

w stlll Is, the natlo

thg Liberal Party, bt e of
0 the banks take a ve
In political activities. F‘rur:aﬁhp];[:ﬂ;

£ gee that as an argument In
ir of us taking a higher political
80 you see that as an argu-
the ABEU afflllating to the

er: Yes, that s one reason. The
the simple fact that the ALP |s
st unlon body In the country
om the ACTU,
are approximately 90 unlons
ted the Party In NSW. If we af.
we could have a significant
tlon at ALP Conferences. We
be among the 12 largest af-
We are one of three of the 12
it unions In the country that re
unaffillated. The other two are the
strative and Clerical Officers
clation and the teachers' unlons.
tion: How will the decislon to af-
to the ALP be made?
wer: Eventually the declslon
be made at a bl-annual conference
e unlon. But that doesn't mean we
We to walt until the 1986 national con-
erice. I expect discusslons with
iy officlals will begin almost im-
ately.
tlon: Is there any connectlon at
tween your affillation moves and
I& moves by the four right-wing unions
ctorla?
swer: No, there Is no connectlon at

People shouldn't get confused about
The officlals of this union have not
i the sort of political connectlons that
alleged for officlals of the four Vie-

Questlon: Your unlon Is opposed to
ecommendations of the Martin Report
| deregulating banks and allowing the

4 of forelgn banks. Can you explaln
Answer: It seems to us that the
Australlan finance Industry and bank-
ing system Is already dolng pretty well
0 International terms.

But that s partly because we have
had Labor Government Interventlon at
different times since the 1930's.
Australlans had some pretty bitter
experlences with banking collapses

* during the Depression and prior to that
b In the late 1800's. As a result of those ex-
rlences the Labor Government of
en Chifley, Iln particular, steered
through some major banking reforms
that recelved overwhelming support
from the publlc. Since then even the
Menzles administration malntalned
that approach.

Obvlously those regulations were not
Introduced without good cause. So we
think there needs to be very strong
arguments for those regulations being
overturned. We haven't been convinced
by any of the arguments put up so far.

The Whitlam Government Introduced
a Financial Corporations Act and our
submisslons to Government since that
time have called for regulations cover-
Ing all financlal Institutlons to be placed

Labor Militant, May 1981

The money markef at the NSW State

on an equal footing.

The argument belng used to support
deregulation Is that the banking sector
has been disadvantaged by regulations
and It has lost Its market share In com-
parison to bullding socletles and other
Institutions. But if you apply the same
regulations to all institutions then that
argument ls overcome.

We also don't accept the simple argu-
ment that the banks' market decline s
indicated by a drop In savings bank
operatlons while bullding socletles and
credlt unlons have been expanding
thelrs. The banks have also been diver-
sifylng thelr operations into areas llke
credit cards, Into travel and merchant
banking.

So If you look at all the operatlons
they have expanded greatly. So I think
the argument that the banks are belng
disadvantaged needs to come under
greater scrutlny.

In respect to forelgn banks we have
two maln concerns:

The first one ls that many of these
banks have quite horrendous industrial
relations records. Some are notoriously
anti-union

1 think there are these sori of
problems with other corporations that
operaie on a transnational basis.
Perhaps McDonalds, and Its exploita-
tion of cheap young labour, 1s a good ex-

ample.
D‘:r second concern is about the ef-

ank.
lar has already increased operations in this area

e floating of the Australian dol-

fects of the further Integration of the
Australlan finance Industry Into the ln-
ternatlonal system.

1 was only reading In the paper
yesterday about the problems faced by
Argentlna with fransnatlonal bank
loans that add up to a multi-mlllion dol-
lar debt. Argentina hgsn't even been
able to pay the Interest on these loans
for three months and the same thing Is
happening to other countries like Brazil
and Mexico.

The problem in Mexico s so severe
that the Government there natlonalised
the banks. The Philippines ls another
example, and the list goes on.

If there are no regulations at all the
transnational banks will be able to get
hold of Australlan deposits to feed (nto
thelr (nternational networks.

Questlon: What effect could the
forelgn banks have on working con-
ditlons ?

Answer: They could have a very bad
effect If we cannot unlonise them. For
example, Barclays Is a prime con-
tender for a licence and It has made It
clear It would operate on Saturday
mornings. We managed fto dispense
with Saturday morning banking back In
1962 and have held that line with the
Austr, anks, even though some
wanted Saturday trading reintroduced.

The forelgn banks might also try to
attack other established working prac-
tices and conditions.

3
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wollongong

Legal test for affirmatj_ye_ action

Thiriy slx women in the Wollongong
area have laken legal actlon to win
back thelr jobs In the BHP/AI&S
steelworks. They were among over 300
women who galned thelr jobs after the
198081 Jobs for Women campalgn.

Pat Brewer
Member of Forest Lodge (NSW) ALP
Branch and AMFSU

The women were among hundreds of
steelworkers sacked In 1982 and 1983,
Although these sackings were carried
out according to strict gate senlority,
the women argue that their senlority
should be measured from the time they
applied for a job, not from the time the
company finally lited its ban on the
employment of women.

On May 16 the Initial meeting of legal
representatives for the women and the
company will fake place. Following
that the Antl-Diseriminatlon Tribunal
will hold hearings in Wollongong.

This case will be of great Importance
to women throughout Australla as it
could extend and strengthen the ability
of women to use of anti-discrimination
legislation to gain jobs in traditionally
male areas of work and keep them. The
case will test the legislation on both
direct diserimination and the present
effects of past discrimination,

Because the women are taking joint
actlon, it will also determine whether
the legislation enables groups of women
in simllar circumstances to act
together instead of individually. The
case hopes (o establish that an in-
dividual complaint, If successiul, can
be used by other women in similar
situations as a representative case.

For these reasons it could expand the
use gf anti-discrimination legislatlon as
an avenue for appealing against dis
crimination. This would represent a
slgnificant gain in the fight for equality

Most of the women involved in the
Jobs for Women campaign had been
migrants from Macedonla, Turkey,
Lailn Amerlca and Greece.

With the onset of the recession and
the consequent massive job losses in
the steel indusiry, they were among the
first to be sacked. The 36 women who
filed their complaints with the Anti-
Discrimination Board durlng 1983
argue that affirmative action had to
lake Into account the cumulative ef-
fects of discrimination.

This case is occurring at a Very op-
portune time. The need for affirmative
action legislation with regard to job ac-
cess has been recognised by the Hawke
Government. The Sex Discrimination
Blll which was ntroduced Into Federal
Parliament In June last year included a
Sectlon on affirmative action. However,
this section was deferred pending a
broader discussion and a green paper
has been prepared on the subject. This
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Some of the women mvo[véq.}n The 1981 Jobs for Women campaign Now

fighfing to win back jobs

will be considered by the Government
in May.

Affirmative action programs for job
opportunities are necessary to open up
the job market for women. Leglslation
to back up such programs has been
found necessary in a number of
countries. For example, such leglsla-
tlon has opened up jobs for women in
the United States In areas such as min-
Ing and the oil and steel Industries. It
has been particularly important for
gaining access to skilled jobs.

Jobs traditionally performed by
women are being undermined by
technical innovation and plant
rationalisations. As a result, the con-
tinuing world recession is causing
women's unemployment to skyrocket
higher and faster than that of men.

Affirmative action and positive dis-
crimination policies in jobs, education
and training have been introduced in
Britaln and Sweden. Increasingly, the
workers' movement in countries like
Austria, Germany and Spain Is seeking
affirmative action programs as a way
to overcome the effects of past dis-
crimination and high female unemploy-
ment. Italian workers at Flat car plants
have made a signlficant gain when
their unlons forced the management to
agree that 50 per cent of all new
recrults should be women.

Women in the Wollongong district
have faced many setbacks In the jobs
campalgn. Not only did they lose thelr
Jobs soon after winning them, they were
denled legal aid to pursue their anti-
diseriminatlon case. The Legal Ald
Review Commlttee rejected their ap-
plication on the grounds that their case
lacked “‘merit."

1t s difflcult to take on a multi-billion
dollar monopoly like BHP when you
have no job, don’t speak the language
and are a woman

As the women have stated in a press

release: ¥

“We wonder how many times we
have to be discriminated against before
we can correct the Injustices we are
suffering. We wonder how this legal
body can make decisions on the ‘merit’
of our case when this particular section
of the Anti-Discrimination Act has
never been tested, never been taken up
in the past, never reached the stage of a
court case.

“We wonder why our case has no
‘merit' when the legal advice we have
had up until this stage indicates that the
case is a good one and Is important. We
wonder about the use of these laws if,
when a disadvantaged group like
ourselves wants to seek redress under
them, It is made extremely difficult for
us through denial of legal aid.””

Undeterred the women have kept up
the struggle. They have resubmitted
their case to the Legal Aid Commisslon
and launched a fund appeal to help
defray expenses.

Now that the case is finally about to
be heard they need all the support they
can gel. They feel their case Is impor-
tant to all women and disadvantaged
Broups who have been denled equal ac-
cess lo work,

When these women won their jobs in
the first place it was largely due to the
support they recelved from the labour
movement, the migranl community
and the wormen's movement. They need
that sort of suppor! agaln to reaffirm
their initlal vietory.

If you can help in any way, want
further information or a speaker to ad-
dress a meeting, or wish to send money
or messages of support, write to Jobs
for Women Action Committee, PO Box
1930, Wollongong 2500. Phone Robynne
Murphy (042) 29 6502 (work) or 28 7892
(after hours) or Christina Treneska
(042) 29 6502,
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