B VOLUME 3, NUMBERS 4-5,
AUGUST-SEPTEMBER 1983

budget
exposes
Accord

South East Asia

e Fretilin Interview
e Philippines
e (Conference

Hope
Commission

Party witchhunt or
“national security”

Franklin Dam
The Aftermath

g |
TRy ey ‘ PE R

{ P LT !
$1.00



z
2
g
E
8
2
b
-
g
]
&
E
b
E
=
Hy
E
£
]
=5
2

Labor Militant is published by
socialists in the Labor Party, We
have been producing this inter-
nal publication since June 1981,
and in that time have built it up
as the only left internal publica.
tion with a national scope and
distribution,

We published 4 issues in 1981
and 6 in 1982. We now plan to
publish monthly. To accompany
this step up in production Labor
Militant has changed its format

M a newspaper to a magazine.
We think this change makes
Labor Militant more attractive,
more convenient, and easier to
read.

Labor Militant Promotes
socialist policies for the Lahor

arty. Each issue earrjes TEWs

and analysis from a socialist
Viewpoint of events and 18sues of
particular interest 1 Pa
members. We have devoted alot

of space to discussing the Prices
and Incomes Policy over the past
year. In our view the Accord
signed  with  the ACTU Jagt
the

: proved gq
disastrous for British workerg

 NILITANT

terests. Thig BAD is rafl,.
Cted

the important debate 5, i
s1on within the Party g :
and at Conferenee
develop a broad coye 2
needed to confront a crisis of this process. Sk
depth. This crisis isnot caused hy We believe tha g, 5
wage rises and wage cuts will not. and open debate wit} . |

help resolve the crisis in the
interests of the working class.
We also devote a lot of attention
to the threat of war and the wars
that are already going on. From
Central America to the Middle
East, the United States and its
allies are determined to block  the Party and new uy
Progressive movements in order rules and Practices py
to protect _their economic in- S50 we support v
terests, This driv_e to war by democratise these structy
Ronald Reagan increases the particular, to make
danger of nuclear  War and Parliamentarians and pay,
Australia’s participation as part ficers truly accountable

and affiliated Unionsg
policy and practice 18
to develop positions :
that ean repregent worki
ple from whom Laboy
strength.

But the current

of the US war machine must ranks, unions and branches
cease, 25 ) [fyou agree with these ajp,
We also insist that Progressive

and distribute Labor i
Ym_x can get each issue sent
mail at a cost of $5 for 10 i«

v Encourage vou to help fir
policies must be advanced by -

Labor on the liberation struggle
in E] Salvador, on Solidarity’s
fight for socialist democracy in

2 We can also make arrange
?Dl'}aln . 0n the Israeli aggression have a bundle of t‘m
of ip Middle East and the RENNaTe or delivercd 1

branch or for you to sell
are high costs involved in
production of a publication
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Qﬂa‘ little more than s{m
after the election of the Haw

‘ment, there is a profound changein the
complexion of the different political
line-ups within the Lahor Party itself.
Budget night only confirmed what has
been apparent from the first days and
the first reactionary statements of the
Hawke Government: there are no
significant and organised left-wing
forces at the top levels of the Labor
Party prepared to stand up and
challenge the Hawke Leadership on

1 il of ki

class policy or even, in the final

analysis, on the maintenance of
Platform adopted at previous -
ces. This failure has n

consequences. It leads to the elimina-
tion of any real boundaries between
the traditional left faction and the
Right and Centre Unity factions
within the Party.

We should understand what are the
roots of this retreat, of this failure, of
this complete abrogation of respon-
sibility by those who call themselves
socialists, The roots lie in the total
failure of the Left wing of the Party to
put forward any alternative proposals
;nﬁ::e szlke/ilayden line of the

e and Incomes Acco
Social Contract. Witk gtk S

tates, should put forw;
e perioh when the working
ass is erying out for solutions to the

tspmasing economic and social needs, is
~ beyond the gra those who
' caid that a Hawke or a Hayden
Government would make Whitlam
look like a radical leftist. But this has
come to pass. " i RE LS
Moreover, Hawke having scooped
the pot on the economic policy level,
found the road totally open to revise
and repudiate many of the pro ive
fo[elgq policy stances taken ‘the
Party in the last period. To say that

new

has led to a revised position, is simply
to say that the new circumstances are
that Hawke, Hayden and the Cabinet
are now in Govemment‘."l'he%ﬂaenew
information being fed to them is the
information of the bureaucracies that
run the country in the interests of the
bosses, of the ASIO apparatus which
seeks to protect the interests of private
property, of all the big-business ad-
visors that Hawke summoned to the
Economic Summit. It's only this infor-
mation that's new. It's only this

higher echelons of the ALP—;-I':;

officials and Federal

Parliamentarians—have gone along

with the whole project of tying the

;:czk:rs’ hwn%:i.undards to whatever
awke may willi

whatever the Arbitrlal:ilgl ('? e

that has ch
And on some ofth there

has led a hasty retreat on the ques
of US bases in this country. The | .-I:
more than willing, along with
Right, to affirm the need for
continuing American Alliance—ih i
is to affirm the need to defond |
Australian ruling class’s interesis |
aligning them the ruling ¢ B i
terests of the United States. And th;.
in the framework of a world politics
gituation that is increasingly criticy
for working class and progre
forces who are coming unde
renewed threat of war—notonlyin
or two “hot spots™ but in country a
country in the Third World, This |
the framework of a massive nu
armaments drive being pursued
Reagan,

'l'q indicate what we mean by t
demige of the Left, lets remember |
role played in the past by the Cairnses
of the Party who, whatever thei
faults, consistently stood agains
Australia’s involvement in the Vier
nam war and stood at the head of
mighty anti-war movement whict
changed the face of Australia
polities. And Cairns was not a lon
voice throughout the 60s and early 701
He was simply the figure head of th:
left movement represented
Parliamentarians, trade union
_ﬁme}lu‘ peaple in  the leadershi
bodies of the ALP at every level. T
policies pursued by Cairns at that tim:

were ‘ably of the Left. But in

‘has been some protest. Bri

‘has spoken out on the Pnrty'sglilzg‘::
Central America against Hawke and
Hayden's retreats, He was willing to
speak out on East Timor but in the end

::u;\:’l’.h.:lg wtcpnoec:;. Of course this
s not just that of the Part;
Leadership but is a policy of the t.og
echelons of the trade union
bureaueracy throughout the country
Even theso-called left leadership of the
AMPSU played a central role in
promoting the Prices and Incomes
Agcord _V{lﬂ!]]’l the working class by
Smg militant sections of the working

ass to the class-collaborationist
pnslla:;,of the Accord.

0 what we see today an

saw at the time of jlI;he- dF‘:ﬂxa‘;‘:
elections when, with the sole exception
of Jenny Haines of the Nurses Associa-
ﬁnn.lm saw the 300 delegates to the
flpecm]' Unions Conference vote for
dlwl:e 8 proposals (which were
euelpped by B:I] Hayden) is the most

bein,
Cabinet. Ken P%y has npukmh‘?)ut?:
‘many foreign policy areas where
national liberation struggles are in
progress or where there has been a
clear retreat from the Progressi
foreign policy stances adopted l‘::;
Labor before coming to power. Pete:
Duncgn has spoken out uaina:
ASIO’s frameup activities and th
| Combe debacle. And there have b 3
| some protests rsgi!leréd.eﬂ]m:ia]lu'm
the Victorian Branch, about Il'\ndyu"
sion Lo resume the mining of urani e
But this is about the limit of it
What we have not seen is
consistent development of a leﬂ-w?:y
:Lffir"’llﬂhwla‘ flatlform. of | left-wi.ngalug
political positi i
forward a differgnt t?l:":kguﬂ l:l‘l“
whole perspective of the Llhui
Left

the end Cairns presided as Treasur:
Gver the terrible retreats in 1974 of th:
T Conference which firmly
pointed the Party away from the ron
of social reform. These led to the horro
'Elldge‘t of 11575. the 1mposition of
austerity policies and the social cor
tract of the Whitlam Government. And
this has been the traditional problem
of the Left and the reason for its demis«
and collapse today. In the end
Pprogressive stands on foreign policy
1;sues 1n one area of policy, while not
acked by a total commitment to social
change and a willingness totake those
steps necessary to break with the
needs of the capitalist class in this
:?::G?;.tha\ri led éodidenlugicnl confu
, betrayal and demoralisati

lhmrt r,ifl At oralisation on
ter all it is Hawke who is being
consistent. He is the one wrlfg |;
accepting thatif our policy means that
We mustshore up capitalism here—run
the economy so the bosses’ profits
lmpmv‘e even if this means higher

" of
right-wing policies virt i
h‘fu"","” of l,]ae Labor “l;'l.nr:“‘y‘tl.“)r e
We use the words “extreme right-
policies” advisedly. The mzkg

o is E'ed:ml«ed on a further leap
unemployment, To think that a

iy m..eL

ps of the traditi
Right. There has been n i
aéppl)alllon to the way lha‘t)t?:l ;ll:nﬁl
overnment has begun to tajl un:lwth:
wl:‘r drive of Ronald Reagan and th
other imperialist powers, In fact ﬂ:e

.' Leftof the Party, particularly iﬁcﬁﬂw..

yment and holding down

workers' wages, then he commits the
‘Lnbor Government to that process. He
i8 the one whois consistent to say that
on the foreign policy level we should do
the same thing as well. What's the

Continuea page 32

October 8—Protest US aggress

in Central
America

Submitted by the Committee In
Solidarity with Central America
and the Caribbean (CISCAC).

As dangerous United States’ war
“manoeuvres” get under way in Cen:
tral America, international
demonstrations against the US-
sponsored war in the region are being
organised on or around October 10, the
anniversary of the founding of the
Farabundo Marti National Liberation
Front of El Salvador. The call for the
protests has been issued by the World
Front In Solidarity with the People of
El Salvador.

In Australia, October 8 has been set
as the date for national protests in all
major centres. The protests are being
organised in each city by a coalition of
Latin American, peace, and solidanity
organisations _ including CISCAC
nationally and a variety of other
groups in each city.

The US manoeuvres that opened in
August wereimmediately expanded by
the addition of more troops and the
extension of the time for the duration
of the exercises. Now at least 600
ground troops and 19 warships carry-
ing 16,000 military personnel and 140
combat aircraft will take part in the
war games which include an
amphibious landing by marines, train-
ing in war tactics for Honduran troops
by 70 Green Berets, practice airstrikes
by 100 US pilots, and bombardments
with heavy artillery.

The manoeuvres, which are to be
earried out in conjunction with Hon-
duras, are a blatant intimidation
directed against the Nicaraguan
Government.

The US Administration claims that
the Sandinista Government is supply-
ing arms to the rebels of El Salvador,
but in eighteen months it has not been
able to produce a single shred of
evidence to substantiate this claim

The Salvadorean Government and
armed forces are now tottering on the
brink of collapse as the Democratic
Revolutionary Front/Farabundo
Liberation Front continues to increase
its popular support and influence.

This, plus the continued social
advances in
dramatic escalation of the US-backed

Nicaragua, explain the

AN ]

Heagan rallying flagging pu

war in Central America. Reagan
vowed that he would “draw theline” in
El Salvador against such social
Progress.

But Reagan'’s policy is failing to get
support both at home and abroad. In
early August, a Washington
Post/ABC television survey in the
United States showed only 21 per cent
in support of Reagan. Sixty-two per
cent said they disapproved of US
efforts to overthrow the Nicaraguan
Government.

Reagan faces opposition from the
Contadora  countries—Panama,
Colombia, Venezuela, and Mexico—
which support a negotiated solution
and the withdrawal of all foreign
forces from the region. Bolivia has also
expressed its solidarity with
Nicaragua against US aggression,
and even in ruling circles in
Guatemala, voices of concern have
been raised against US policy

Presiding over a situation of poverty
and oppression, the Governments of
these Central and Southern American
countries are fearful that further US
intervention will spark revolt among

their own peoples. This has already
occurred in Honduras, for example,
where the revolutionary forces recent-
ly came together in a unified front
against the Government and to resist
the US-backed Honduran intervention
in Nicaragua. In the Honduran
capital, Tegucigalpa, almost every
accessible wall is painted with pro-
Sandinista graffiti, and thousands of
workers marched through the city on
May Day demanding “No war with
Nicaragua.”

The Cuban Government threw the
Reagan administration off guard at
the end of July with an offer to
withdraw all 200 Cuban military
advisors from Nicaragua if Reagan
would withdraw US advisors from El
Salvador and end support for counter-
revolutionaries fighting to overthrow

__central america

on
|

ic support for war drive.

the Nicaraguan Government.

Trying to regain their balance, US
officials feigned a peace initiative of
their own, sending diplomat Richard
Stone to Central America to made
contact with the Sandinistas and
Salvadorean rebels. Stone made the
unacceptable offer of intervention by
the pro-US Organisation of Latin
American States as a peace-keeping
force between Nicaragua and Hon-
duras, and tried to get the Salvadorean
rebels into fake elections scheduled for
December

But the Salvadorean Junta has
already indicated that there is mno
chance that elections—fake or
otherwise—will be held before 1984.

Responding to these developments

during a visit to Cuba, French Foreign
Minister Claude Cheysson repeated
his Government's position that a
solution to the situation could be
reached only through a process of
negotiation, not war, and reaffirmed

French support for the Contadora

proposals.

Support for the October 8
demonstrations 1s growing. In New
South Wales, an increasing number of
Party branches and YLAs are in-
dicating that they will participate in
the protests. Following the successful
Hiroshima Day march, many activists
see October 8 as the next major date for
the continuation of antiwar protests.

This can be seen in Victoria too
where, for example, the Bendigo Peo-
ple for Nuclear Disarmament group
has indicated that it will organise a
protest on the day, and support has
come in from as far away as Warnam-
bool on the southern coast.

The themes for the October 8
demonstrations are US hands off
Central America, Stop the war on
Nicaragua, and US out of El Salvador.
For further information about the
October & preparations and activities,
contact CISCAC. (See page 35).
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Concern about United States' war

con-
tinues to grow among Parliamentary
members of the Party despite the
refusal of the Federal Caucus and
Government to take a firm stand in

in Central A

favour of peace in the region.

"

By Bruce Threlfo

Member of Annandale (NSW)
branch and the Municipal
Employees Union

5 In June t:de Victorian State Con-
ference carried a resolution calling *
the Federal Government to diasugci:t:
itself from the Reagan Ad-
ministration’s policies in tral
Ameriea . . " e resolution also
expressed support for the Nicaraguan
g ndlm.s:ia Il.:r:velmmem and for the

emocratic Revoluti

S utionary Front of El
Also from the Victorian Conference
eighteen prominent Party mem bers
sent a letter to Bob Hawke demanding
that federal Party Policy for a
negotiated solution in  Central
mt:a be lmplﬁnenmd, Among the

ries was Minister for Def

Support, Brian Howe, e

. Howe also spoke to a Jul i

in Me].bourne mganisedy Zili;mrx:

Australia-Cuba Friendship Society to

celebrate the anniversary of the Cuban

revolution. In his speech, Howe called

hn: thtf: Government to pressure the US
stop interfering in Nicaragua's

In contrast to the comments madei
ganhmgtanlby Bob Hawke which ;Lr;
: e‘Alutmhap Government totally
Heh.Lmli US policy in Central America
nfawAeL}oomments Were an oxpress'mn'
B Federal Conference Policy,
o owever, did not prevent a
ﬂg)éemﬂm?gamuc Howe designed to

iberal  Deputy Leader John

&w:;ﬂ began t}uecampaign hy claim-

e o at Labor's foreign policy was

% teurish enough without being

Jeopardised by damaging remarks
miﬁ!ﬁbqukﬂ;niawm.“

as pic| up b

pmb:;n July 26 when %ﬁihzuhg?::![:g

&l;%lemﬂl'e letter to Hawke by the

e in Victoria from the July

Ileh Labor Militant. The statement

cen circulated at the Victorian

ce by the Committee in

e il

'S advisors in El Salvador—part of the US military build up.

Solidarity with .
e Cadbbe‘?n, Central America an

In response to these devel
Hawke moved to put Huw:m\?:::
]()):Eﬁnet discipline not to make further
e 2 4
Pl mments on foreign policy
Howe was also slated
public meeting for En‘lot .p'.l‘;':ak M
representatives  visiti Auat:ar%“
:‘;Huwmg the Cabinet move, he decid-
mkgo&;ut;ppiga;a}the meeti'nu but to
i e fight for the i n
tion of policy on Central Hl"::;h'mnm:ma‘
'l‘lgmr wl}hm Party structures. o
# ut this has not ended the public
3 ‘?p:rtphy pl;n?mnent Party members
| peaceful solution i
erica and foranenri"tln ﬁré i:cmmlbm]
mf\n% l;;;hs region. poiog
A turther statem,
Elgtuna on July %T:m;mgd'h
: hrHundurqn manoeuvreaannw.lr:.r;gs
v US President Reagan, The sta
:}?eni_. was signed by Victorian §i g
resident  George  Crawford 'l'hm:.m“E
Sldlropn‘rulca MLA, Peter Milton MH
and CISCAC. 1t labelled th
E)pnoellvren directed again 4
Nicaragua as a “blatant intert’uan:i

in the affaire of an inde
ik dem

country,” and

Situation there to the early days of the
UB intervention in Vietnam,
al'slﬂte MPs in New South Wales ha
tin: g‘eBEunded to the worsening situ
utate:: entral America by issuing
b5 'ta]'am in. August designed
: pitahise on Bill Hayden's comment
n E‘;En':m:gm:! on the Centra
situation. Signed by Mauric
Ié:oane, Anne SBymonds, Ernie Pag
‘.m:ge Petersen and Pat Rogan, the
{ ment‘supporl.a the six-point peac:
raposal issued by the Nicaraguan
vernment and the initiatives of the
so-called Contadora group for o
peaceful solution and the withdrawal
of IILI fo_rmgn forces from the region
urie Keane was also among :
panel of speakers at a CISCAC puﬁ]u"
&met;‘:h;g in Sydney on August 21 to
kn the people of Nicaragua. He
Spoke out strongly against US in
wrvenhup in the region.

There is a similar groundswell of
Ogl‘niun among Labor members in
(l)..aer stat.ga who are not willing to see
th bor policy trampled underfoot by

e Federal Government while the
?:uple qf Central America continue to
Vi?tn::n :I;EE r‘:nrhnnlluu of anather
tn Statl:!s. ar at the hands of the

Prelude to
Congress

In 1977 the Australian Council of
Trade Unions adopted an historic
document known as “The Charter for
Working Women”. This Charter was a
milestone for working women because
it was, on the one hand, a formal
recognition of the specific problems
which confront women as workers,
and, on the other hand, it outhned a
series of objectives aimed at
facilitating women's increased par-
ticipation in the paid workforce and
ensuring that their rights be defended
and maintained.

By Coral Channells

Member of Preston (Vic) branch and
the Amalgamated Metal Foundry and
Shipwrights’ Union

After seven years of Fraser's austeri-
ty and with the onset and deepening of
the recession, it is clear that many of
thedemands of the "Working Women's
Charter” have never been realised
The objectives of the Charter which
include the provision of low-cost,
union-supervised child-care centres on
the job, encouragement for women to
enter “non-traditional’’ occupations
and an end to discriminatory lay-offs
based on sex or marital status, have
never been seriously implemented

As the recession bites more deeply
the gains women have made in com-
batting discrimination are increasing-
ly under attack. The Information
Paper prepared by the Office of the
Status of Women for the Economic
Summit in Canberra earlier this year
reveals some startling statistics

As a result of discrimination against
women in the education system, in
training and employment, and
because women bear the major burden
of household duties, women are still
concentrated in a narrow range of
occupations. It is this narrow range
which is being disproportionately hit
by the recession. Unskilled jobs in the
manufacturing sector have heen slash-
od by the employers. In the clerical and
service industries, the job range oc
cupied by women is threatened by the
introduction of new technology. A
recent example of this is the threat to
thousands of telephonists’ jobs by
Telecom,

The Information Paper also shows
that most of the increase in women's
employment over the past dec
been in the area of part-time work. At
November 1982, 77.4 per cent of part
time workers were women, For most of

women_

ACTU

these women part-time wages mean
living conditions well below the com-
munity norm.

Of the 25 per cent who work full-time,
these women Tecelve on average only
76 cents for every dollar earned by
male workers.

Obviously the wage frecze which has
been in place for the past ten months
since December 1982 coupled with
high inflation has had an even more
adverse effect on women’s living stan-
dards

In 1981, 60 per cent of pensioners
and beneficiaries were women yet
there has been little increase in these
benefits over the past seven years.
Married women are denied indepen-
dent status when claiming unemploy-
ment benefits, The unemployment rate
for women in general is high and for
young women aged 15-19 years is a

staggering 25.9 per cent and in-
creasing.

In the light of such statistics, the
necessity for women to get together to
assess the implementation of the
Charter, the problems associated with
part-time work, unemployment andan
assessment of the ACTU/ALP Accord
on women's living standards becomes
more urgent.

Following the success of the July
“Women on the Tip” meeting in
Sydney which saw some 200 women
address issues such as wages and
working conditions, union priorities
and the social wage, a group of women
unionists in Melbourne are planning &
similar venture

With the upcoming ACTU Congress
beginning in Melbourne on September

a focus, “Women and the Labour
Movement—a one day meeting on
Women and the Economy”’ has been
organised for Saturday September 10
at the University High School,
Parkville, Melbourne, The organisers
believe it will be one of the largest
gatherings of women from all sectors
of the labour movement seen for some
time.

The meeting is organised around
two feature panels

The first panel will deal with
“Women and the Economy” and
papers will be given by Jenny George
from the NSW Teachers’ Federation
and Anna Pha, Victorian Trades Hall
Council delegate.

The second panel will deal with the
ACTU/ALP Accord and will feature
three speakers: Judith Bornstein, Vie-

Women workers under attack.
torian Vice-President of the Trades
Hall Council, Barbara Preston from
the Australian Social Workers Union,
and Meaghan Delahunt, a member of
the Vehicle Builder's Union and the
Women's Convenor of the Coalition
Against Poverty and Unemployment

A series of six workshops will take
up points raised in the feature sessions
with a brief introduction by the con-
venor. The re.

The Working

(Lyn Beaton, Working Women's
tre)

® Wapges and Working Conditions

b Cotton, Organiser, Food
rvers’ Union)

@ Women and

Women's Charter
SET

he ALP (Margaret

Burden, Vice President, Australian
Young Labor)
® Women, Technology and Un-

employment  (Alison MeClelland,
Brotherhood of St Laurence)

® The Accord (The three feature
speakers)

® Affirmative Action/Union
Priorities (Anne Sherry, ACOA, and
women from the “Jobs for Women”
(Campaign in Wollongong)

The feature speakers and workshop
CONVENOYS COVEr & broad spectrum of
women in trade unions and in the
ALP—both in official positions and
from the rank-and-file

This promises to be a very important
event. For further information ring
Melbourne 663 5804 (9 am - 12 noon
only). To cover costs there is an entry
fee of $5.00 for paid workers and $2.00
for unpaid workers. There will be
childcare available as well as lunch
facilities. Access for the disabled. Send
cheques to
“Women and the Labor Movement' e/«
17 Drummond St, Carlton Victoria
3063
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The future of democratic education

Wran’s record education cuts

keeping children home from school on
the days of the strike.

These actions are merely to defend
the status-quo in state schools. The
immediate aim is simply to arrest the
continuing diversion of public money
from public schools.

antiwar

US ml,cl-éiawrr'ﬁwarships—

in this country is under threat. This y. The Wran Government on the other t '
Eﬂd:l springs from the of hand is actively cooperating with the Ou .
nds from public to private education. business sector to bring about the ; A e Wit
privatization of schooling. Their aim is What does the coast of Nicaragua tional war machine
Vb‘l{'mmd bur; {o shift the burden of education expen- Nave in common with the coast of The Government Party in
of uourn {NSWJ diture from public to private resources Australia? Unweleome visits by US  Nicaragua is part of the Bocialist
nch and the Australasian that is, onto the individual family, warships that's what? And, what's International. Ho He
Society of Engineers while at the same time bnoshny: more, they are the same ships! uvvrthr(}w\.- "I wlnh-r
Meanwhile the Federi

The years 1982 and 1983 have seen
the reversal of a long-term trend of
improvements to the systems of public
education in most states of Australia.
Nowhere is the regressive trend more
obvious than in New South Wales.

The 198283 State Budget increased

private schools with Government
subsidies.

This shift is being carried out under
the banner of “freedom of choice”—a
freedom available only to those with
enough money to exercise it.

State education, in contrast offers

By Barry Healy

Member of Wanneroo (WA)
branch and the Amalgamated
Metal Foundry and
Shipwrights' Union

The giant aircraft carrier Hanger

facilitating the o
ships that threaten Nicaragua, In
circumstances the word “hypoerisy”
takes on a new and sinister meaning
|

WA State

the level of subsidi : the only real possibility of equality of  graced the port of Fremantle with its 1 Wt
by lsmmtbgﬁﬁhfxf':mx: opportunity to all students. awesome presence in September 1962 Executive |
to the wealthiest Category 1 private In the words of a NSW Teachers [is latest assignment is to lie off the resolution ‘
schools. State schools were left out in Federation Conference resolution:  coast of Nicaragua to intimidate that ' |
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spending since it was substantially excluded on the grounds of social gaid to be capable of firing ? Government Lo secure a conelu- |
less than the rate of inflation. status, race, sex, religion, economic missiles at once has joined Reag #lon to the regu e of |
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ratios at previous levels despite earlier
promises that these ratios 1d
wradually reduced. g

State schools are straitjacketed in

The same resolution contrasted the
public accountability of state schools
to the sectional interests of private
schoaols:

Energy, the New Jersey was on its way
to Perth but got redirected to its
Central American baitle station

The menace of nuclear war has made

|
| Federal Executive be asked to
| note that particular TO
Norway) do not

The Ex

powers (eg
permit suc
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“Nongovernment education is
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__political police

Party witchhunt or “national

security”

Only ten weeks after it was elected to
office the Hawke Government has
become embroiled in a major politieal
scandal—the Combe-Ivanov affair.

When the Government expelled
Valeriy Ivanov and blackballed David
Combe it obviously hoped to prove its

R
By Debra Stewart

Member of Annandale (NSW)
branch and the Australian
Rajlways Union

e

ability to handle “national security’
questions in a firm and “responsible”
way.

The subsequent unravelling of the
whole affair has revealed that it has
nothing to do with “national security”
and a lot to do with ASIO’s manoeuvr-
ing to further legitimatise its anti-
democratic spying activities

The Labor Government has become
a willing accomplice to this exercise.

According to Hawke, Ivanov was
h‘yingtn"cultivnte”Combe‘ﬁupposud-
ly for the purpose of making him a
KGB agent.

Hawke's case rests on “evidence’
supplied to the Cabinet's N ational and
International Security Committee.
Most of this “evidence’ is based on a
gecretly taped conversation on March
4 between Combe and Ivanov.

The transcript of the conversation
eleased on July 6 by the Hope Royal
Qommission, revealed nothing to do
with ‘national security.”

" At the meeting, which took place at

mbe’s hame, the two discussed the
possibility of Combe acting as a
special trade lobbyist for the Soviet
Union after the election of the Labor
Government.

Combe also boasted to Ivanov that
his past work as ALP National
Secretary put him in a good position to
demand future payment in the form of
a lucrative and comfortable job. He
oked about being appointed Am-

ssador to Moscow.

On the basis of this conversation
ASIO concocted what can only be
described as a 19508 McCarthy-style
fantasy.

In ASIO's twisted view what the
conversation revealed was an attempt
by Ivanov to use Combe to channel
Soviet funds into the Labor Party, with

Combe and Hawke—with & friend like t

the ultimate aim of influencing—or
blackmailing—the ALP.

ASIO presented this fantastic story
to the Cabinet's NIS committee, which
then decided on April 21 to expel
Ivanov as a “KGB agent” and
blackball Combe as a “security risk.”

In the July 17 Sydney Sunday
Telegraph columnist Laurie Oakes
revealed the character of the
“evidence” presented to the NISC by
ASIO: “I have been told, for example,
that the original ASIO report to the
Government—after mentioning Mr
Combe's ambassadorial ambitions—
quoted the Russian ie Ivanov as
saying something like: ‘Being Am-
bassador to Moscow, David you'll get
your hands on files.’

“That sounds very sinister doesn’t

it?

“The transcripts made public by Mr
Justice Hope's Royal Commission
show that Ivanov actually said ‘Being
Ambassador to Moscow, David, you'll
keep your hand on the pulse’.”

There is little doubt that ASIO has
doctored transcripts and invented
things to make its ‘case’’ against
Combe and Ivanoy seem plausible.

For example, ASI0 made up a story
about Combe taking a cruise on the
liner Leonid Sobinou at the Soviet
Government’'s exXpense. This
presumably showed that Combe was
already receiving favors from the
KGB. Unfortunately for ASIO, the fact
of the matier was that Combe paid for
the cruise himself.

E
hat who needs enemies.

ASIO's case rests largely on its
claim that Ivanov was a8 KGB agent.
But its evidence for this is just as
flimsy and laughable as its “evidence’
against Combe.

‘According to testimony given to the
Hope Commission by ASIO Director-
General Harvey Barnett, ASIO based
its judgement of Ivanov on such
amazing “intelligence” work as obser-
ving that Ivanov ate at a restaurant
while “facing the door.” This, in
ASIO's “expert” opinion, i8 standard
procedure for KGB agents. Therefore,
Ivanov was a KGB agent!

Reacting to the widespread amaze-
ment that the Government /ASIO case
against Combe rests on such flimsy
and fantastic material, Hawke claim-
od on July 7 that the tapes “were only
part of the total context” in which the
Government acted.

This “total context” included an
international witch-hunt orchestrated
by the US Government against Soviet
diplomats who it asserted were
“gpies.” The expulsion of Ivanov
coincided with a wave of expulsions of
Sowviet diplomatic personnel from the
U8, Britain, and France.

Ivanov's expulsion was an early
indicator of Hawke's desire to fall in
line with the aggressive anti-Soviet
foreign policy of US President Ronald
Reagan. It heralded Hawke's scrap-
ping of s0 much Party policy on foreign
affairs—East Timor, Vietnam aid,
military aid to Indonesia, Central _

America, etc—in favor of pro-US 13
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That certainly seems to be one of the
key aims of Hawke and Evans.

When the National Times began its
series of articlesin early May exposing
ASIO’s illegal activities the Govern-
ment responded by attempting to
suppress publication of materials
damaging to ASIO. Hawke claimed
that the publication of the documents
was harming “the national interest.”
In early August Hawke launched a
campaign attempting to muzzle public
comment on the Combe-Ivanov affair
and his role in it. This included suits
for “defamation” against a number of
media organisations including the
ABC, and threats of law suits against
other media groups.

In response to the Government's
claims of “defamation” against the
media_and Liberal leader Andrew
Peacock, Hope backed up Hawke's
attack on freedom of speech by issuing
a warning against anyone making
statements that, “are intended to
produce a prejudgement of any of the
issues or conduct or credit of any
witness.”

Why is the Labor Government s0
concerned about public comment on
the whole affair? Why is it so coneern-
ed to protect ASIO?

Hawke claims that he is acting to
protect the “national interest” and
‘hational security.” But ASIO’s ac-
tions, both in the past and in the
Combe-Ivanov affair, have nothing
fo do with defending the interests or
security of the great majority of those

'WE CAN
F DO IT OR
=" BLOQDY
SELVES!

who make up the nation.

ASIO has consistently acted against
the interests of working people. Its
major role has been to spy on and
disrupt the labour movement. Its
activities threaten our democratic
freedoms—freedoms that have been
won at great sacrifice and which are
necessary for the defence of the securi-
ty of our jobs and living standards.
That is why it's impossible to reform
ASIO. It must be abolished.

The only people who benefit from
ASIO's operations are the bankers and
businessmen who have real material
interests to secure—interests sweated
out of the labour of workers. As a tiny
and privileged minority, this class
needs a secret police agency like ASIO
protect their exploitative profit system
against the political and industrial
challenges of the working majority.

Because they are committed to the
maintenance of the capitalist status
quo the present Party Leadership
turns a blind eye to the mountains of
evidence pointing to the anti-
d;gwcratin and antilabour role of

In fact, the Hawkes, Evanses, and
Haydens are legitimizing ASIO0's spy-
ing and disruption. By their
willingness to go along with ASIO's
actions they are putting the interests
and security of the secret police andits
big-business masters ahead of the
interests and security of the labour
movement, including the Labor Party
itself,
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fagore point with me. Some

were good—for instance
AWU kept in
contact with the workers
delegates. Many others,

“in my opinion, a tremen-

dous failure by the ALP and union
leaderships, and the lessons must be
learned if we aren't to have a repeat
performance.

_Sumg time ago, months before the
High Court decision, I wrote to Prime
Minister Bob Hawke, urging him to
come to the West Coast to epeak to the
workers, Isaid that I, as AWU delegate
and as an ALP member, would be
willing to organise and chair a
meeting on the Franklin Scheme.
When I did get a reply, on the very eve
of the decision, it only waffled on in
vague terms about ALP policy and did
not mention my request.

John Tu ly.

Q. This was in contrast to Gray?
+ A Yes,
down and touted

that kind of thing.

What effect do you think the
ALP and the

dispute has had on the
unions?

A. Tasmama,

House of Reps. in
elections. In contrast

tain those gains in

Liberal Government.
The statistica on

labour
Tasmania, back in the 18808 and 90s,

among
Liberals and the Organisation for
Tasmanian Development ({OTD)*—to
infiltrate the trade unions on the West

Gray, by contrast, was
always hanging around, tallgng to the
blokes on thejob. Heeven brought that
viciously anti-worker Bjelke Petersen
him around as the
worker's best friend. Gray was always
putting on barrels of beer for the boys,

as you will be pware,
returned not one Labor member to the
the recent Federal
to everywhere
else in Australia, there was alandslide
to the Liberals. If the Liberals main-
Tasmania, and
there is a sWing in marginal seats on
the mainland away from the ALFP, that
would mean a return to & Foderal

the West Coast
were pretty grim for Labor, particular-
ly in Queenstown which, as an old-

the West Coast was the cradle of the
T ian political and i inl

movement. Elsewhere in
the movement often had to be organis-
ed from the mainland.

There is presently afoot a move
veactionary elements—

Coast. That is a move which must be

crushed.

However | believe that much of the
ground may be cut from under Gray's
feet when the effects of alternative job
schemes begin to be felt, and when
HEC workers realise that they have
been taken for a ride. But it is a pretty
had situation when a right wing
populist demagogue like Robin Gray
can pose, in the midst of & depression,
as a saviour of jobs and workers'
rights. And no doubt he will have made
some real indentations into
support among West Coast workers for

quite some time to come.

Yes, and the thing is that he's only
been able to do these things because of
the stupidity and incompetence of
much of the leadership of the labour
movement.

Q What do you think the labour
movement must do?

A For a start, stop avoiding the
workers—stop all the wheeling and
dealing at the top—and get down to
grass roots organisation of the
workers. They don't bite, after alll

Well, alternative work has been
provided for the HEC workforce—
roads, bridges, a HEC maintenance
program, ete, plus longer term alter-
native power development. This is
all very well as far as it goes, but the
broader question of jobs is going to
reappear time and again. Really what
is necessary for Tasmanian workersis
a complete shakeup of the ALP and
unions, By this I don't mean changing
Ken Wriedt's face for someone else
from the State Parliamentary circus.
What 1 mean is a whole new
program for Labor—a socaaliat
program _that will include a rational
energy plan thathas as its cornerstone
respect for the environment and the

production of energy for industry that
functions for human needs, not private
profits

Really I can't see any golution to the
energy problem and the wilderness
problem within the framework of the
capitalist system.

-

& The OTD is a reactionary coalition of
Liberals, businessmen and renegade trade
union elements. It, along with the ‘Tasma-
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tance plan for
nounced that it

would further cut its workforce to
26,000 or 24,000 by the end of this year

Much of the Government's budgeted
§1,104 million for “‘industry
assistance” will serve the same
purpose—subsidising the purchase of
job-cutting new technology

While claiming that the budget
would aid the economic recovery that
has hesitatingly begun, Keating
acknowledged that unemployment
would “edge up” by another 0.5 per
cent, or 35,000 people, in the financial
year ahead

In reality the budget does little to
comb: sing unemployment. Its “job
creation” programs are all tailored to
fit into a preset deficit limit of 885
hillion.

In his budget speech Keating stated
that: “In 1983-84 we expect to spend
$958 million on employment and
training schemes, B0 per cent more
than in 1982-83, which, when fully
operational, are expected to result in
employment and/or training oppor
tunities for about 300,000 people a
year."

However, this figure is deceptive
The Government’s $300 million Com
munity Employment Program, for
example, will only provide about
40,000 full-time jobs a year, according
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world, with nuclear weapons,

e price involved would be in-

calculably higher. Humanity's very

urvival as a specie would be put in
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The alternative to this is to do away

with t »m that has created this

crisis. to replace the “'private

enterprise” em with a system of

economic production collectively own-

d democratically managed by

orking people themselves, a system

cted toward the satisfaction of the

the vast majority, not the

priva profits of & tiny minority of

wealthy bankers and businessmen. In

5| “to replace capitalism with

cialism §

9"'tl‘if:i;‘is the stated goal of the Labor

However, the pro-capitalist
politicians wha dominate the Party
and the conservative union officials
who support them have totally divore-
ed this goal from the Party's day-to-
day pol alpmctice."fhiainhownhy
the cour taken by the Hawke Govern-
ment, which has nothing to do with
promoting socialism but everything to
do with propping up the crisis-ridden
capitalist system.

What the Party urgently needs to do
is bring its political practice into
accord with its professed socialist goal.
And that means adopting and 1m-
plementing policies here and now that
serve the interests of the working class
rather than the boss class.

It means carrying out policies like
the introduction of shorter work hours
with no cut in pay to spread the
available work around, policies like:
nationalising companies that threaten
or carry out sackings, policies like a
massive Drogram of socially-useful
public works paid for by substantially
increased taxes on the bosses.

It means adopting a course that
relies on the organised strength and
mobilised power of the working class
rather than parliamentary talk-shops
and  pro-capitalist governmental
bureaueracies.

1n other words, it means implemen- :
ting policies and using methods of
action that make the bosses, not the
workers, pay for the crisis of the
capitalist system. !
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Some of the fruits of this return-to-  important weapon for the Metal In-

basics by the industrial Groupers may
have i
struggles within the labour movement.

been appearing in recent

Reports have suggested that former
NCC stalwarts are behind attempts to
have a number of NCC-controlled
unnims re-affiliated to the Victorian
3

Allegations have also been made
that Shop, Distributive, and Allied
Employees’ Association Victorian
State Secretary Jim Maher received
extensive support from the IAF in his
recent unsuccessful bid for the
Presidency of the Victorian Trades
Hall Council. Maher denies knowing
anything about the IAF.

There have also been indications
that the Movement would like to
amalgamate two of its main blue-
collar bastions, the Australasian
Society of Engineers and the
Federated Ironworkers’ Association.
Such a right-wing bloc would be an

dustry bosses in fighting the AMFSU.

_No one who has ever confronted the
Groupers in the trade unions can have
any doubts about their emergy and
ruthlessness.

So long as the terrain on which the
internal battles of the labour move
ment are decided continues to be that
of intrigue and manipulation, of per-
sonalities and the numbers game, the
Movement will continue scoring vic-
tories out of all proportion to its real
strength

But the Groupers have a critical

weakness, The interests they defend in
the labour movement are those of the
bosses, not the workers, Particularly at
a time of sharpened class polarisation,
when even politically backward
workers arefeeling the bosses' attacks,
the IAF has little chance of winning
positions of strengthif the focusis kept
clearly on the political issues of defen-
ding workers’ rights.

st we fBrget

Within a week of receiving his award
the Trades and Labor Council forced
him to resign as President. Seven days
later Egerton was replaced as Presi-
dent of the ALP.

Now, seven years later, Egerton has
applied to rejoin the Southport Branch
of the ALP.

Does this perhaps reflect a change in
Egerton? Does it reflect a recognition
on his part of his past betrayals? Has
he changed his loyalties, his stripes?

You certainly don't have to look far
for an answer. There are the criticisms
he made of trade unions:

“the most greedy grasping
organisations in the community”.

Not bad from someone who has
drawn a union salary for most of his
life and who's used his position of
fayour with the bosses to worm his

way into such places as the Qantas
boardroom.

Egerton has more recently ad-
dressed National Party Conferences,
been interviewed for the National
Party newspaper and been seen at the
races with National Minister, Russ
Hinze. Egerton is currently Deputy
Mayor of the Gold Coast.

In the last seven years Sir John has
not changed his colours. Yet Peter
Beattie, Secretary of the Queensland
ALP recently commented “I have no
desire to keep him out of the Party”.

Perhaps Beattie has no su
“desire” but the motions from local
branches indicate a groundswell of
opposition from the ranks of the Party

who Egerton so often betrayed even
before he took that symbalic step that
expressed where his real loyalties
lay—before he accepted his
Sir John

knighthood from the hands of
Kerr.
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the philippines

Member df the
Philippine Action
Support Group

). What is the state of affairs i
P}Ij‘]ip‘f]')inei at the moment? s

- You have got a situation of an
extremely polarised  society. The
thM‘m' & Regime remains in power

rough military force which has been
very rapidly expanded over the past
ten years and which is conducting a
campaign of terror against many
;laygr; of the population. It relies very
!‘:alf .un support from the United

_ On the other side you've got an
illegal opposition centred around the
National Democratic Front (NDF),
which is waging a war of liberation
based on the peasants in the coun-
tgys:_lie. The NDF has made very
significant gains over the past two to
th.ﬁ]e years. B
e situation has become so polaris-
ed thatlhereisreallynomiddle%mund
left. There are politicians in the middle
ground but they have really lost their
support and they're almost at the stage
x];:ei sthey \imuh} pugliﬂly admit that
no place for tl i
of 1.!]:2 Philippines. gt i
e economic situation goes fro
one disaster to another f?.lzl]ed bT
massive corruption at the highest

Interview with Bob Muntz

levels. ‘Cronyism' or corrupti
reaches up to the Marcos family E-l.:‘]'?
Massive inefficiency icalll
means the Philippines is in a ‘rj”ﬁ
astrous state. It has a foreign debt of
abaut §18 illion, shich it has no hope
ofn:grwmng and it's cited as one ”hie
Third World countries most likely to
default on its debts.

Q. The Philippines has a rudime
tary Parliamentary system.Are Wruljx\t-?u
legal puIml:gl parties in opposition?

A. There is a Parliament and there
are so-called elections held. But they
are entirely farcical. The elections
aren't worthy of the name nor is the
Parliament. The Parliament is stacked
out with Mareos’s cronies. He has
:;:a::a ‘Yleyﬁlslt an :ﬁpu;]si:linn party but
3 d paleshadow of Marcos
himself. Soatthatlevel the Parliamen
t\‘.:]?ci Oppnmtlon_ i8n't even worth
5 ‘dng about. There is a party called

nido which fairly could be said to
;!I!m!tltnte the middle ground. They're
ed by former Senator Salvador Laurc|

who intends standin, i

I a If as a presidential
Léurfl-d:g:iu against Marcos next \’0:1:
r.aI:aL T support is scarcely signifi

‘The situation has been polarised so

1&::{.;_]1 thatreally there is Marcos or the
s onal Democratic Front and
4 relsnutmuch elsein between. Ther:
Parfym(i’%l; Philippine  Democratic
Se ), a social democratic
s '1"11 ut it ‘ha‘a only a small follow

the;lr dne I;ﬂ}?jﬂl‘lty of people although
ey, se: g ;;:hany direct link to the
an%)l.he il hop:-.hnpe for the future
s g IS AP (NP4, 1
8 unist Party

5‘ :mhel [r.;ﬁ‘thie member Drgam'sstionstl}l!.
el n the last few years, the
e A8 grown at a very rapid‘ral«
pﬂlil:!l]()a\]" embraces quite a range of the
B Cth spectrum, There are groups
ik e u(\]ldd_]e.classes and others
Lihnrnlni.:n whnmuna for National
o o now play a role in the

lal?i.nTghT: are reports of guerrilla war
ac*tllalg ce in the Philippines. [s any

Al Thghtmg taking place? 3
achxalciveil Area of intense fighting
of Minde war, is centred in the island
i Hav.;he largest island at the
archipe] end  of the Philippine
ey par::m It Would be fair to say
ﬁ’i]lll'imcinnf the island are presently
g & low grade civil war, as
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National

cutive.

nan rights as

on Human

arter
human nghts

various
putlined in

ong and ahuses of human rights as
BEBtY International report of the PhillpPatec  man
PRaise Australian concern over ¥ iolation of BT
8 with Philippine Government at gove '-“1!‘”\ N.and
fough international bodies su¢ e

Jbove human rights are

until such time as the
tored we will:
nmediately end

assistance

to the

all military

——— e e G
¢ Resolution on the Philippines ‘I

Philippine Government
( se all ;_-u\'ernmmt-lu-g:wE\rnmcnt development |

Philippines. - ‘
-t all development aid through non-government
agencies o as to ensure that the aid assists the poorest |

ijons of the community

sect
|

. : |
Australian Investment and Trade with thrl

hilippines
That the A.LP. e |

(a) Support a jont Senate enqguiry into Au_str.ll:un
investment and trade with the E‘hlhppmm_and its effect
within the Philippines and on Australian industry.

(b) Ensure that the Department of Foreign Affairs and
the Trade Commission  momitor the operation of
Australian companies in the Philippines, and ensurethat
these companies comply with Philippine Labor Laws and
with the LL.O.'s standards, particularly to ensure that
Australian companies are not involved in the frustration
of independent Trade Unions in their factorie:

3
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directed
of the
economic situation and
union m i i

.ﬁi:&-‘}MMt with quite a lot of

any
had not even been formed,

increased enormously in the past
t
to three years. And there hav?l?emw:
mm.l;guafv gmrlj E"1‘1.1'nyvmunive strikes
. r

mmﬁnmplh- factories owned by the
Philippine economy is absolute
Iy dn‘hmn,nAM by multinationals 1.: a
;wA" at is almost unhbelievable even
L stralians accustomed to such
gs. So the union movement has
waged a lot of struggles in the past few

i Q. Hu\.‘.hsun.inn struggle ebbed and
owed in response to major
MA. ﬁmh} over the last ten years?

aw was di i 2
because Marcos ua\wB hej:i]:rsdm o

of areas. There was a
e :

student movement whao wﬁ :t:l;l-t:f;
S ‘Elhl'?ﬁone
cuunmh-yt . g . -8. domination
an active

ut at that time there
resistance from the NDF which

' 4
P
Fs

"o -
Child labour is widespread.

Na) Mo elf comi :
under increasing threat from a numbes :‘;;"‘r’f:t“  Australin and the Philippines

For

ﬁﬂ? 1_1:"11
; gn_ ian Worker Links.

These two factors forced the Safcol
- Co, to seriously negotiate with the
union over a wide range of conditiong
They agreed to a very moderate ]Ja};

rease and more importantly they
reinalated 20 workers who hai beed

as an act of intimidation jus

before the union elections last ye; ,”'é,'j
thisis a very concrete example of what
c%-!hf done. We're hopeful that in the
futur &ihm can be more of these

Q. Won’e that type of wi Y
. - . k g
internationalism be undercut l{:‘: ;:;

0 at substantial. The are: i 1
et o T a  tectionism, The idea that d
. F Lor 2 1at protgction-
e Australian investment in mﬂm S :A\_Jsh:glmn an%' o
¥ pines. There are 97 Australian com-
QI RariiEs that have investments there
ating  and these aren't all in the manufac-
tugng industry.
owever there are some very impo
tant Australian compmﬁes"{hl:,twdz
have substantial operations there,

strong here. Do you think chang.
mi. A barriers can save jobs her:"
A. Tthink the response to the present
cuu:ahof unemployment which
::% that simply throwing up
hmbi will solve everything is

a bit like the ostrich burying its

, the declaration of martial example Dunlop has three vi Ieally f
:':tw'l:u Gblel,opul the lid l;lﬂ:sent :;lba.}d:ea -“by Sbneﬁmﬂsﬂn E:;d i ﬂ‘ln«,_yqnd._ It might do
m,m__r!;eull:{our yenl l‘&beglt waen't until nzi:nﬂélmSpnmrfg clothes; and Inter- Ehnriutgmm‘x t:ni‘;’e Jolﬁ in the very
people began to recov, maki sporting  loweri and 1 wouldn't advocate
. the shock and re ecover  goods. And they used to have anoth owering tariffs at this stage.
mminl:wvi:ilﬁ, hegan f;‘::;“:‘ni:f ::zwhmh l:]o!leﬂdewnonjyummﬂ:: mnma]?:"mkwﬁh"“a’lmﬂg;nisethm
way. For exam) " i) long term with th
ihere were mo strikes at all between A.C wich iy TIRaMES are  dealing onaliom of capital we arc 1
But since the mi ; Safeol, s e breglass company and  anymore, We' & national economy
has. gradnglly pagie 70 the NDF  maken R el company that  world Were Bialing wich o
particul i g - profits, + 90 per cent of trade
L B b i ety ey b
mm’:gﬂ" t“d ]m;?idt::: ﬁ:?}?ﬂo':ﬁ forge li'!:;C and have tlm. ;.nriirpuul;zﬁt"“mﬁgiﬂ?dgrz;: s
couple of i ned up a plant | wered,

!’Fh;‘:}nd“mrapidhrdmzm; folling stock. There's Aweoducing  We haveto look atresponding to this
me arcos on & whole range  golid, in the manufacturing field. Con. "lllWElnmt of Australian capital ofr.
For Mlo school ﬂ‘:ine::‘]!d E:ﬂf Fielda ’”e.‘mgﬂéﬂi in :hm Asia by developing mx?('h-
i had a been teachers who  Melbourn ploration. Kinnears of counteract thi links_with Asia to

vative sector 8 very conser-  Monier 1 coner bt o20d corda this, The Philippines i
wl a of the population staged Aomm'_m concrete, Tubemak ge,  very good place to g Ell atjs |sda‘
in Manila gng oroiancous stri ustealia and Wiltshire Togls g, O 1ave 8 Telatively strong union move
many other cities in @, 1, z ent which is very active and which &
. Is there ery much looking to A‘“h‘ali; fis
or

Ji
-Emﬂl‘%"““b been unheard of,

£his year. That sort of thing

any way Australian

workers can help Philipino workers

on on mS;fnl_ll products in

support. [
mnwmm:-ir?ysfzﬂ;"““lest union

crack down on unions la improve their workin, i
. q st rking conditions? i THRink ivs i
g S B ey Ty e
OUB two years. Th e the  people in the Philippines parer piEct  £0i0€ to in their struggle. [t's
fold imcrase i 181 and th- ] industrinlworkers Theyrommgmipey, 0 " nelp the Australinn woriing
1982 was o 60 noc Ue o strikes in  own, The l},lmmmxe.'“mﬂmﬁe:: !
R A e e e
e el o R
' mas ! the NPAhas b ave an example where thig ’ | nationally th -
oty betantial gingn thelast  Safea] Safeofsorepins 1y te ey :mms’,.-’p""iﬁ“volicyaoﬁl{hi don'
Q. Does ] a diree mﬁaﬁ?ﬁﬂ%ﬂ’aﬂ“““mﬂﬁ lack :;‘ kc:u{,ﬁnl‘“ kurel:i
: Australia during award ustralian workers happeni 0 et
A Ty ke With the i year. And Hhay ot ey e powaer by v We are aiting on n
S VF‘i“kggl%:.in §_from the_s_t_nmm“rz Vietnam within the next th 21"[ 2:'};:;

However the Vietorian ALP passed

_was organised by f\uslrulj:!:

progressive policy on
which has three

gtralian Government
pme action over the
tion of human rghts by

nde in international
United Nations and in
ment to Government
‘make its concern very
ta the Philippine

immediately cease all
ance. At the momeni
$1 million a year of
itary aid goes to the
ig doesn’t sound much
impact of that is very
arcos wants that to give
ey to his regime in the

=5

rid.
quite a number of Philip-
officers are trained in
nething in excess of 100
‘act Australia trains as
sine army officers as the
This again is very
cally.

there is so called
tal aid. The Australian
is engaged in two such
thich is supposed to assist
the Philippines. But it's
used to provide the in-
for the Marcos military
her repress human rights
gross violations against
ints in those areas.

g ALP policy calls for the

s all that Government to
it aid and instead aid
channelled through non
t aid programs so that at
buld not be assisting the
d may be able to help the

looks at the question of
iestment and trade and
'ALP at the national level

pint Senate Enquiry intc

de with the Philippines
‘within the country and
industry. It further calls
nent of Foreign Affairs

Commission to monito
g of Australian com

With international labou

dlved with breaking dow

is the first step toward
e on Australian com

icies which seem to
e rule over there.

e to ensure that they
nd in particular that they

“inions in their factones.

t they cease their vicious

Labor Party members
e Policy adopted national-

A. I think that within Victoria, since
the policy has already been wl;lple-d.
it's a question of getting that polic
well known and of getting the Philip-
pine situation well known so that there
is a some sort of mass base to put
pressure of the Federal Government

We can see that Hawkeis very loathe
to implement any progressive policy at
all and clearly he is not going to do so
even if its passed at National Con
ference without a massive ground
swell of support for that policy. I think
the rank and file of the Labour Party
has to actually mobilise around this
question, if we are to get action

People in other states can as a first
step ge nilar sorts olicy through
their State Branches to ensure that

Af sl . "3
Havden supports the status quo
there is truly national
comes before Nati
next year

hat has been the
n supporting th
ant on th

QW
Churck
> you care to comme
Father Brian Gore?

A I think t ;
p\xruru\u:'\ interesting
only news we have 10
to the
concerns that ¢
such as that o
»een arrested
Traditionally the
a repressive role.
instrument by
asserted their co

r opposition

r

n
whi

8

n-  centuries But in 8 i
. gine r law the Dproject In

!‘f""ﬂ&;;m\ 11:?: \,S\;r:.f,-l» different donation would go to that. We can also

8. | Chue \‘7“‘ . is by no means the supply an extensive ran_geufh!eratgre

character. This 18 Q¥ ©° & botantial onall aspects of the political situation

b in the Philippines and also provide

whole Church bu
elements of it parti
levels of the village
church and the nuns.

support when it
| Conference

role of the
e NDP? Would
e case of

he role of the Church 18
Almost the
Australia of
Marcos Regime
of the pwgrc.ﬂswarlerg}-
§ Father Gore who had

Church has played
It was the major
ch the Spanish
lonial domination for
the past ten years,

cularly at the local
_the local village

A lot of human rights organisations
are based on the Church and people
face incredible risks to prevent human
rights violations by the military. They
try to defend the local people as best
they can through these sort of human
rights institutions against the cam-
paign conducted by the military in so
mMAany areas

Sp the Church is playing a
progressive role although it should be
differentiated from the NDF. There
have been a few celebrated cases where
former priests have defected and
joined the NDF. But as a whole I think
that the progressive church people
would maintain an independent stand.

Q. There are several U.S. bases in the
Philippines and we face a common
problem in Australia How do the
hases differ there?

A. There are 14 major military U.S.
bases in the Philippines. But by farthe
most important are the Clark Air Base
and Subic Naval Base. They're very
different to the U.S. bases in Australia
which are basically there for com-
munications and surveillance

The bases in the Philippines store
the largest arsenal of nuclear weapons

in the Asian region. They employ in
excess of 16,000 US military personnel
and a much large number of Philip-
pine civilian personnel to service them.

They really are thelinch pin of the U.8.

strategy in the India and Pacific

Oceans. They pack a massive military

might which is there to serve the U.S.

interests in the whole region. They do

represent a Very significant nuclear
target and the Philippines are very
worried about it

In February this year I attended the.

inaugural meeting of the Anti-Bases
Coalition in Manila which was attend-
ed by 2,500 people and this was one of
the major concerns which was ex-
pressed. These 2 bases alone are &
gross offence to Philippine sovereign-
ty.

Q. So finally do you have a contact
address for people to get more informa-
tion? '

A. You can contact the Philippines
Action Support Group at P.0O. Box 266
Fitzroy, Victoria 3085 or phone the
group on (03) 419 5045. We'd be happy
to accept donations to forward to the
Philippines. We have undertaken to
raise $5,000 dunng the rest of the year
to send to suppert the human rights
the Philippines and any
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speakers. We're very keen to speak at |
ALP branches. 20



e i s

south-east asia

Conference on Aust-
Asia relations

Australia's role in South-east Asia

ks

g members who, in the
en skeptical of claims
sinister outfit acting

East Timor—to implement ALp
policy, specifically:

To halt all military aid to Indonesia
until its troops are withdrawn from
East Timor,

Group spoke of today's la ; i
m :f[:b&rngwemmem was the resistance hy the New Peo| ]r:'?wArm];? tTl:’enllJEgpm motliwm i b
rence on Australia- and the New Democratic 1 ations. 1 nisations, must now be

A e s s ont. To assist in all efforts to advance self-

R opened with termination i i
!lsgnﬁngm-;:d };;, A Goriails workshops on trade union organising, AR e Timor. B asochistic
Refauain srith P“'!ml €e  women in the workforce and the QR by while ABIO
on in the Pacificand  politics of aid, convened by John ! PRy and another

Asia it took up the issue in the contex
1 t
of the independence struggles '1]: the
region. It also looked at other struggles
for social justice and development,

Government?
file members must de
ince, extraordinary State
g followed by a Federal
to fully debate the whole

Birch, National President of Com-
tmh:n.;fiy Aid t."hi;uad‘ and member of
ministr; i
NSW Branch naf er CGA mp-mlttee il
The Conference concluded with a
plenary session on Sri Lanka, held in
response to the emergency situation in

Sri Lanka—to bring pressure the
Sri Lankan Government to: e
Cease anti-Tamil measures; to lift al]
bans on political parties and other
Tepressive legislation; and to lift all
;::}n;pun&nn' freedom of expression
uding the expressi 3
that country. Speakers from the Eelam 2 “F‘“B%E Tﬂmﬂ ":;:n e
Tamil Association, the Tamil Associ .
dof ‘Ymméia and the Sri Lanka A B
arity Group spoke of the Nuclear Free Pacific—io tak:
background to the current erisis, action in support of the c:::elclregp
. withdrawing from ANZUS, ravokin;
agreements for US basesin Australia
refusing US nucl_ear warships right of
fn?y’ and stopping all uranium min-

ﬁy a;fna?n‘;e Barker
mber o Port Kembla (NSW,
mmrhzhdemudlm:wf)rheri

issue has from start to
engineered and stage-
¥ ASIO is beyond all
doubt. The whole affair
around the fabricated lies
" to the inner-Cabinet by

 Baturday night saw the start of the 's“.‘:f’
ference with a public meeting in I
ty with Vietnam. Ken
Labor MHR for Fraser (ACT), was the
hmwhx;n:ﬂkarnt this meeting. Other
ers included Jim Percy from the
Workers Party, Jim Hender-
o ]Smﬁ;si Party of
en Myers, a fc
United States GI who was :argr:;e;
g:rnpnf(}la who opposed the Vietnam
S, o :
r, with sessions
flashpoints in Asia ?né‘
mlﬁagglennd qulidarity.
oe ini
with a discussion of “Induchi
ASEAN: what role for Aunl:ral?:'.’ﬂnig
wﬁch__ c heduwamﬁqnloASEANas
an instrument fashioned by US im-.
mﬂn:-h provide a bulwark against
_This was followed b i
X I Y & sessi
m‘lﬁmr. with Ken Fry sp:;:;i;:
. He concentrated on the need for

mplementation of ALP pol;
w&d warned that m?ézvﬁi?;f

In summary the Conference
upon the Australian G“vmc‘;le';l
carry out the following policies:

e transcripts released so far,
emerged any evidence, or
suggestion that David Com-
as ever a “security’ risk? No!
has the Russian diplomat,
Ivanov, been proved to be a

AR R

Aid—to halt all military aid to
;zl:lze?mveMrem.la:s_es. specifically In-
Thaii:]l:'d alaysia, Philippines and

To direct Australian aid to i

« projects
benefitting the people espm:iailyJ the
poorest of the poor and minority

$oups. i
0 provide f i id di
fre i ang:l. specific aid directed

Vietnam—to implement A i
for the immediate restm'aﬁ(}l"lP otP :i!:lc.y
e NN LY U

d all day h i what Laurie Oakes, an

shment journalist had tosayin
17th Sydney Sunday

ichea—to recognise thi '
n:z}:rg{ Republic of K,ampucheea Epa:ﬂp{i:
legitimate Government of Kam-

puchea, and to supportits admission to

the United Nations,

aid
through that Govemm':ntf(ammmg

ph:

ve a nagging fear that this
Waleryi Ivanov—David Combe
which has now destroyed the
of two_ prominent ALP
, may have started with an
petent ASIO report
ording toinformation I received
the full transcripts of the bugged
e-lvanov conversations were
public, they do not match in
al respects the brief extracts
ided to Federal Cabinet” (my

o :qwulﬁwpd mmmt sopyme thal . the nphasis).
\ will remain § fe of Soathonet we had no reason to doubt
: § L udeninngly, Q's impartiality and integnty

haps we could, naively, put this
own to “sloppy work” as Laurie
akes would have us believe. But the
is we do know better.
We know of the involvement of
SI0 and its mentor, the CIA, in
e coup that ousted the Whitlam
Government. We know how it willfully
“obstructed the then Labor Attorney-
General, Lionel Murphy. We know
from the damning National Times
revelations  that  ASLO  regularly
passes on information to Lahor’
enemy the National Civic Council
(NCC). We know also that it is likel:
that ASIQ planted the “Hilton Bomb™
nse members that are wavering or
actually opposed to the abolition of
politieal police forces should read Joan

hasa way of catching up with
Ve regimes”.
2\", the Campaign

lent East Timos
of the ﬁeﬁ&rﬁg

ce since Indonesian inva-
1875, Cle;rly, Titn bl
a8

£ ed con-

Coxsedge’'s book Rooted in Secrecy
before voting at any Party forum. A
vote against abolition is a vote to sell
out all workers' organisations in
cluding the Labor Party

Remember, at the last Federal Con-
ference where the vote for abolition
was narrowly defeated, had a few more
delegates shown courage this crisis
could have heen avoided.

If Party organs are going to for.
mulate and adopt resolutions on this
issue as they all should, let’'s make sure
they demand positive actions
Resolutions such as that moved by

former Federal Minister Clyde
Cameron which deplored the “current
campaign by ASIO agents and

ion Parties to use the expulsion
an spy as a cynical excuse for
waging a phoney, cheap, politieal
points-scoring campaign against the
Hawke Labor Government”, are fee-
ble. They demand and get no action.
This particular motion erroneously
aceepts ASIO's unsubstantiated claim
that Ivanov spy. W
by characterising the events as
phoney, cheap pohtical points-sc oring
campaign”, itserously underestimates
the stakes

Frank Noakes

Lilydale (Tas) Branch
employed Workers Union

was

and Un-

Central America tactics
debate

I write in reply to a letter by Joan
Baxter (Labor Militant, no 3, July '83)
She claims that my article “Revolution
or repression’” in the June '83 Socialist
Fight is palitically 1n_line with the
Hawke-Centre Unity Group which is
paving the way for Fed ral policy to
fall in behind U.S. policy on Central
America. The charge is incorrent on 2
counts

Firstly, my article does take an
explicit position against Reagan.
Socialist Fight has always defended
the Central American revolution from
imperialism. When CISCAC split and
RACLA was formed Socialist Fight
opposed this as a shorisighted
bureaucratic manoeuvre by the SWP
and the CPA, each wanting control of
a separate solidarity group. What was
and is needed most is a united front of
party and non-party activists. The
creation of second editions of the
respective SWP and CPA ideologies in
the guise of solidarity groups was
clearly harmful. Iromcally enough
(aver a year later) we now find that
CISCAC and RACLA have to work
together in & united front in the

letters

October B8 Mobilising Committee for
the defence of the Salvadoran revolu-
tion. Socialist Fight is actively in
volved in that committee and helped
secure the promise of a Federal
Minister to speak at the rally later this
year

Secondly, Baxter tries to link my

article with the Hawke/Reagan
crocodile tears shed over “lack of
human rights in Nicaragua”. This is

dishonest to say the least. | was more
concerned about a fundamental issue
for socialists—the loss of workers'
rights. I wrote

“[Workers and peasants] have been
stopped from taking over factories an
land owned by those bosses who share
the Sandinistas’ political power
Strikes are outlawed and socialists of
various hues have been gaoled for
advocating even these elementary
steps towards socialism,”

The struggle of an antiimperialist
rebel force against the might of a US-
backed war machine will not be
assisted by stifling debate about the
way forward. In the anti-Vietnam War
movement it was never a condition of
involvement that activists uncritically
support the Vietnamese C.P. Today we
are faced with another Vietnam war in
the making. In the past political
debate was seen as healthy, but for
some reason or other, now we find that
the opposite view is being put forward
by people like Baxter,

The world suddenly becomes divided
hard and fast into the anti-imperialist
camp (Nicaragua, Cuba, USSR) or the
imperialist camp (US and allies). The
workers and peasants of Central
America cannot rely on the Stalinists
of Moscow or Havana, They need to
develop an independent warking class
solution to the twin problems of
poverty and civil war in that region
Building the October 8 rally is our
small contribution to helping the anti-
imperialist struggle. On the other
hand, caving in politically to these (at
best) wavering leaderships will not aid
the cause.

Baxter says that the Nicaraguans
and Cubans call for a negotiated
settlement anly to keep US forces out of
the region, On the contrary, the
Nicaraguan leader Daniel Ortega
Saavedra made public a 8 point plan
for the negotiations (SMH 21-22.July),
which openly included the possibility
of stopping military support to the
Salvadoran rebels. While the White
House is interested in this offer, it
clearly puts more faith in the US navy
battle group now preparing to steam
south with 4-5,000 marines on board.
In this context, Ortega’s offeris at best
utterly demoralising fer all the rebel




anti-discrimination

By Robynne Murphy
Member of Wollongong (NSW)
‘branch and the Federated
Tronworkers' Association.

women when they first applied for
jobs, in some cases nine years ago,
most would have had enough seniority

‘be made, Food is
it hasn't been
ty has been

determined on a last-on, firs

company.
All 32 women are amung over 300 The women claim that 2,300 women

1 jobs at the Port Kembla applied for jobs at AI&S during the
s & result of a campaign 19705 and had been refused jobs on the

in 1980. basis of their sex. st or Brixton but the

The case will go before a full hearing 's overseas airline

under siege since the
early this year to
workers. An industrial
ed since February 1982
ment sought to cut
g its workforce and

of the Anti-Discrimination Tribunal at
a date yet to be set. But the im-
plications of such a case are of
ranging importance to all women who
have only recently won jobs in and w
ditionaily male dominated areas the prior

eak throughs sufi
t diserimination.

'g!nim"ity 18 due to
of their employers

emonths and years
be for socialist
accepts there is
it national recon
anda weapon of
the class struggle
g class must accept
to the current
nd political crisiz
g its own total
. This struggle will
small things
ries at Heinz and
sometimes it will be
the big issues such the
if war and the question of US
t will be joined and its th:
f Labar Militant to fight
We urge those who sec
‘revived and strong Left
Party and the labour
us in this task.

said this Bs

revised”

officials who said this Budget Penrith North
h and the Air
rs Association.

e most major airlines, has
ting at a loss over the past
In 1982 International Air
'Association (IATA) carriers
million and the previous
1600 million, this has
lin the bankruptey of some
i notably Laker and Braniff
e calls by Pan Am and
t operators, such as British
. Most airlines have sought
| methods of reducing costs
fing staff and services
er, this method of cost saving
ming workers was shown to be
by the ACTU in their submission
Bth November 1982 Qantas wages
a percentage of total costs have
etually fallen by 7'% per cenl from
L1976 to 1982, And since this date there
has been a wage freeze for the past
year. However fuel costs, Government
charges for navigation and airport
costs have risen noticeably.

Qantas is still under-capitalized
compared Lo most other comparable
industries. The debt to equity ratio is
3351 or $568 million debt to 8165
million equity. The Government has
injected a total of $59 million into the

d had not received an:

shall advise the member
frace his money through
but I am writing -
‘with this apparen!
¢ in Labor Mil

5 page 22/7
obviously amiss

company but has recev from
dividends and taxes almost 196
million. In 1982 the Government

injected an amount of §25 million into
Qantas to cover the losses incurred
over the disastrously mismanaged
flight stewards’ dispute of 1981 The

indugtrial policy of the company has
b tied clogely with the industrial
policy of the Government. Frazer's get
tough line produced losses of nearly
§30 million as the company severely
reduced services on all routes rather
than to ground the newly acquired 8P
Boeing jet until the manning issue
eould be resolved,

Steps were taken early in 1981 to get
workers Lo accept job losses, Company
meetings of union delegates and floor
meetings by m gement of all staff
gpelled out the same line—the com
pany had suffered severe losses on
trading and after trying everything
could only see a reduced workforce as
the way to save the airline, Bome 1000
jobs would have to go and some
operations would be curtailed and

[ Protest telegram
April 8, 1983
The Right Honorable Robert
Hawke
Prime Minister
Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600
Australia

action taken by Qantas Air-
ways, Ltd. in terminating over
200 employees at Honolulu and
San Franciseo Airports through
|  the device of unilaterally con-
| tracting out work covered by
bargaining
with the Inter
r Association of |
Tk and Aerospace
Workers to non-union firms. |
Urgently request that
Australian government in- |
tervene on this crucial matter |
| with a view towards restoration |
|  of dismissed workforce and |
| resumption of meaningful |
collective bargaining with cer-

| We are deeply disturbed over the

collective
agreements

| tified bargaining agent, Un- |
|  derstand that repres tivesof |
Internation ion of |

Aerospace

and
| Workers scheduled Lo meet with

|  Machinists

Australian Minister for Avia-
Agpril 7 in pursuit of that

tion |
purpose.

Sen. Daniel Inouye

Ben Cranston

Bpi Matsunaga
Daniel Akaka

0. Barbara Boxer
Phillip Burton

| Don Edwards

| Cecil Heftel

| . Tom Lantos

| George Miller

i Rep. Norman Mineta

| Rep. Pete Btark

| BSen

industrial

offices cloged, At this time staff learnt
of the plan to subeontract the handling
and ticketing in the U8, which would
extinguish 230 jobs, The balance
would be achieved by voluntary means
it wan hoped, though this could not be
guaranteed nor could the figure of 1000
be taken for certain

The figure of 1000 joba didn't seem to
relate to any predieposed plan for
overall reduction but only to the
waving in w costs which would
coineidently equal the $26 million
which the Government had given to
the company.

(antas has maintained that
severance pay to all its redundant
workers is above the industry stan
dard, and for the few who were dug to
retire, these payments have b
high. But before long most face
reality of unemployment—of being a
havenol in a socicty geared to con
HUMETrism,

Similar problems occurred in Britain
with the closures in the steel industry.
While redundancy payments seem
high, workers are finding it a trap
While some have been able to pay off
debte or take a short holiday there ls no
lang term benefit, The interest recelved
an the lump sum is not high enough to
live on but too high for assistance.
Si dole payments cannot be r
ed workers are forced to eat into
lump sum until it is exhausted,

There is no substitution for a regular
job and a steady income. But Iabaur
leaders h heen unwilling to lead
any campaign in the fight for jobs,

The US workers appealed Lo Hawke
directly and through political lobbying
(see box) in the hope that the newly
elected Labor Government would be
more sympathetic and reverse the
decigion, ‘The union had offered 1o
bargain o save jobs They planned to
give back eonditions which would lead
o a saving of $3 million (antas's
rejection of this offer led to the
wsackings in February.

Hawke responded by refusing to
intervene because of GQantas's
“autonomy in all operational maiters”
even though it is government owned,

Disillusioned by this response by a
well known Labor leader workers
organised a reception for Hawke as he
passed through Honoluly as a part of
his famous world trip—a “Let’s
pquawhk at Hawhke!" rally.

Quntas has used the US wourkers as
an excuse not W eonfront the real
problems in the industry The Federal
Government, as the shareholder and
appointee of the Board of Dhreclors
cannot lay the blame on anyone elae,
The increases in costs for navigation

he

1
:
:

and airport charges lie with \hnu

Government.
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_ SPECIAL OFFER:
ROOTED IN SECRECY

selling in bookshops for $12 95, this book by n

Llt and Gerry Harant is now available for only §1 po

this special order form ordered at the same time will be

reduced to $10.00

10 order ___copy/copie:

apy. plus $10 00 for each additional copy and 56 a
fable 1o J. Coxsedge for §_— lo cover cosls.

diale postage

secracy’ al $10 95 for
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BERIEOpE.__ — — ————

Orders and bank cheques 1o Joan Goxsedge, 81 Ining Sireet, Foolscray, Victona, 3011

The peoples of
Central America
and the |
Caribbean need |
your support

to the work of
with Central

n understanding among the
ruggles of the peoples
and the Caribbean
exploitation and repression, and to
darity with these struggles.
0 se all imperialist intervention in
ntral Ameri. d the Caribbean and t
champion the righ! f self determination for the
peoples of the region.
3. To support the revolutionary governments
Cuba, Nicaragua, and Grenada and to defend
the gains already made by the popular vietories
in these countries.

If you want to be active in this campaign,
just contact the addresses below.

ADELAID 28, Unley 5061.
BRISBANE: PO Box 141, Ashgrov 060,

CANBERRA: Central America Solidarity Group,
PO Box 606, Dickson 26

HOBART: PO Box 532, Sandy Bay 7005.
MELBOURNE: GPO Box 5421CC, Melbourne 3001.
NEWCASTLE: PO Box 253, Newcastle 2300. 4
PARRAMATTA: PO Box Ad3l, Sydney South 2000,
PERTH: PO Box 118, Victoria Park 6100,
SYDNEY: PO Box A431, Sydney South 2000,
WOLLONGONG: PO Box 1976, Waollongong 2500.




eensland

The crisis in the anti-Labor forces
has laid bare the weaknesses of the
Bjelke-Petersen Government. Bjelke-
Petersen claims the issue is Cabinet
solidarity and that newly elected
Liberal leader Terry White had broken
the Coalition agreement by voting
with Liberal backbenchers and the
ALP to try and bring about debate on
the Public Accounts Committee.

The Liberals have responded that it
is their Tight to choose their own
leader. But behind this recent fight are
broader political issues. Nor is this the
first time these differences have
arisen.

By David Matters
Memberof Kurilpa (@ld) branch
and the ATEMOEA

In late 1980, the differences between
the National and Liberal Parties split
wide open when the Liberals an-
nounced they would stand candidates
against senior members of the
National Party

The Liberal Party is trying to wrest
the leadership of the anti-Labor forces
away from the discredited National
Pﬂrty. Not only do they see this as
important if they are to maintain
government in Queensland, but this is
important from a federal point of view
to bring the relationship between the
two Parties into line with the rest of
Australia.

In an interview with the Brishane
& newspaper Courier-Mail on the day of
= his election to the Liberal leadership,

White pointed to political issues like

civil liberties, parliamentary reform,
Ted

as

“all of which have been

Labor Militant, August-Septemher 1983

Issues such as the infamous ger-
rymander of electoral }mundane
which gives a minority National Party
with 27 per cent of the vote in the last
State election, 47 per cent of the seats,
are an obvious democratic violation.

But as well during this year the
Coalition has staggered from one set of
allegations of corruption to another.
One of the most recent has been a loan
guarantee _involving millions  of
dollars to a businessman who has left
a trail of bankrupteies throu ghout the
world, As well, over the years, most of
the National Party Ministers have
faced serious allegations of mining
deals, land scandals, standover tac-
tics.

Not surprisingly with the Coalition
vote down, the Liberals' want to take
their distance from some of the more
blatant charges against the Govern-
ment.

Theirs is a difference over the best
tactics needed to defend bosses’
profits. The Bjelke-Petersen Govern-
ment has gained a well-deserved
reputation for wielding the big stick.
Such legislation as banning street
marches, wider powers of arrest to
police and the Essential Services Act
have made the Government notorious.
The racist policies carried out by the
Government against Blacks in this
State have drawn protests world-wide,
and the openly racist statements by
Ministers have merely fuelled this
crisis

Last year the Government almost
came unstuck with its Essential Ser-
vices legislation when the union move-
ment responded to standdowns of
railworkers by calling a general strike.
Though the strike didn’t achieve its
main aims it did force the Government
to back off on the Essential Services
Act, showing that behind the
Government’s strong arm tactics lay a
real weakness.

Of eourse, the Liberals have been
quite happy to co-operate in using the
big stick, but now they recognise that
somewhat more flexibility in tactics is
going to be needed if they are to keepin
government on October 22.

This course has received important
backing from an influential source of
opinion for the bosses—the Courier-
M_nﬂ. On the day of the election of the
Liberal leader, the paper was filled
with letters of praise for Terry White.

Coinciding with the crisis in the
Conlition, Prime Mini

. Background on State elec;idns
S

anathema by the National Party in
86 recent times.”

Bob Hawke
was to make a tour of Queensland.
Both Hawke and State leader Keith

Keith Wright runs an image not a
policy campaign.

Wright indicated through their com-
ments that they were not prepared to
take on the Coalition on the key issues
facing working people in the coming
election.

Speaking to the Queensland Press
Club, Hawke leveled some charges at
Bjelke-Petersen—defying consensus,
opposition to the Economic Summit
and refusal to be represented on the
Economic Planning Advisory Council.

“Queenslanders must make a choice
whether they want to be part of the
mainstream of Australian politics,”

The real choice for Queenslanders is
not this. The National Party
dominance is due to the gerrymander
The choice is much more real and
fundamental. It is a choice between
two classes, between workers and
bosses. Attempts to blur over this with
states' rights rhetoric can only divide
those under attack.

What is needed now are policies
which defend and unify the working
class against these attacks. The
policies of consensus and accord do
exactly the opposite. The real needs of
working people will not be reached by &
consensus with the bosses.

Winning reforma such as electoral
redistribution, abolition of draconian
street march legislation, right of
assembly and so forth must be seen as
the beginning steps for a Queensland
Labor Government. But the fun-
damental questions of unemployment,
erosion of wages and living standards
as well as the ever-increasing threat of
war due to US escalation are the
lynchpin policies for a working class
party.



