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LEFT WING PERSPECTIVE

1818

The recent victory of the Liberal Governmont in the Victorian State Blections

end the 3% incresse in the D.L.P. vote is currently serving as a basis for an all-out
ecapit=list préss czmpeign to forcsz on to the Labor Party a r1ght—w1ng pollcy explicitly
anti~socizlist.

The continuing failure of the Menzies' Governmment to mitigate the economic decline

maTked by the still rising unemployment and generally reduced iake-home Puy cammot fail
to reduce the electoral support for the Government.

This poses for the capitzlist class the urgent need to do everything possitle to

vhsure thet the only feaszble alternastive government, that of the Lebor Perty, will be
a "sane" one, wedded to the socizl status quo.

The assurences needed by capitalism thet such s Government would be reliable are
the definitive hegemony of a right wing perty loadership oriénted ageinst 211 pelicies with
- L. N : :

socialist implication, znd with = foreign policy conforming to.the_réquirembnts of
the reactionary imperiﬁlist cozlition lad by U.S. Impcrizalism.

The modus 0per4nd1 of the capitalist campaign is to harp daily on the 17% of votes
corded by tkhe D.L.P. in Victoriz =s evidence that the Labor Party can only atizin
office by an accommodation with the D.L.P. - which latter would involve acceptance of
the D.L.P.%5 explicitly anti~socizlist policy internally =nd its anti-Soviet external
volicy, which is to the right of that of the Mengzies Government.

The press and D.L.P. compaign to assist the right wing of the Labor Party to
establish its secure hegemony is concentreted today on the demand for drastic fleasures

ageinst pariy members who sppear on "unity tickets" with members of the Communist Party
in union elections.

But the resl objective in their campaign concerns z far more important guestion,

that of the Party's political policy. Their aim is a "Labor" Party fumtioning objectively
as, and with no highor perspective than, an alternative capitalist party

The Communist Party tzkes the view thet it, and not the Labor Party, is the legitimate
workers' perty. If Labor Party militents, disgusted with D.L.P. or right wing union

leadership, participate in unity tickets and are consequently expelled, the Commmist
Party lezders :do not consider this a bad thing.

They lead = rival party and point 1o
such expulsions as svidence that the Lebor Perty is not a legitimate werkers' party.

One obvious rasult is the weakening of the left wing in the Labor Party.




oL TTTITIUTTY Meees s G puOMAUUS wuuil VLLy BIgDLIIENT the
aprroaching eclipse of the party.

On the othor hznd if the rezlistic perspective is that the next peried will not sce
remuneistion by the workers of their allegience to the Labor Party, but rather that the
party will be the arena’ for .the struggle of conflicting tendencies in the workers' move-

mfnojﬁ@tt;apt3qu.significant added support,

ment and that the minorit Zpémmﬁﬁigﬁfﬁaf%y wil], 3
then any policy whichia alvési&ivér@;géfgq;tjwingﬁ'g\ffémiﬂhﬁmgabor Party is, to be,
ccndemned as objectively helping the ;ightfwiﬁé‘ahéf‘hpsb'Eadtﬁg‘quiﬁalgst domination,

A realisticnappraisal of the present position and of the hiétory'bf the Wofkihg""‘“ww
class movement strongly urgoes the corrcctnoss of the sccond variant above.

The support for the Lebor Party by tho grest ma
be evidenced in parlizmontery elections shows the +
politiczl organisation devolopad over many yCears.

jority of workers, =s continmues to
enacity with which itacy cling to a

In no Burcpean country thet has an old tradision of politieal orgenisation of tho
working class end mess workors! paTtios incarnating this tradition, have socizlist or
cormunist groups been ebls to. transform themeglves inte mass workers' partics by mecans
of individual Propagands-iand fochiiting and by 4ho 1siding.pert played by some of thoir
cadres in. workers¥ abfoggiod, L - S A (e TR

In four Eurapesn countriss mass Commmist Partics aross shortly aftor tho First
World Wer. They were — Germsny (after the Hzlle Congress), Prance (afier tho Tours
Congrass), Ttely (aftor ihe Leghorn Congress) and Cgcchoslovalkin.

In these cases the mass Commnist Parties emerged from the gradual political
differ: rtiation within the mess sooial-democratic partics which, under fzvourable
objective conditions (stepping—up of the class siruggle, radicalisation of tho working
¢lass and existence of a sufficicntly politically cducated vanguard) cansed the establish~
ed parties to brezk up 2nd give birtk to an sliernative mass party. -

This birth is obviously not autometic. It is impossible to bring socialist
influence to bear from the outsidz, wheré an indepondent group or minority "party" is
reduced to influencing those who can be influenced by mozns of individual propaganda,
In order te influence the mess currents adeéquately, it is neeessary to participate,
side by sids with thom, in vheir ovn experience,

In tustrzlie, the relatively impressive Communist Party strength in trade wnion
affeirs does not produce any significent shifting of political allegicnce by the workers
away from the Labor Party. T : .

But the Communist Party leadership, ignorant or heedless of past experiecnce as
to the only wey estzbiishead m2ss workers! partics have yielded place to more progressive
contending lezderships, pursuss the illusion of cne day winning over the zllegionce of
the mzjority of the working class to its indepondent and rival political formtion.

Beczuse of this foise perspeetive, the CuP, ioaders miseducate the militants,
discourage their memborship of the Labor Pafty, lcad them into actions where by thedir
cxpulsion by the right ~ing apperatus is fzoilitated, nnd thus inhibit the development

of the left wing -in the main. arens of the contest and verification of political tondenc—
ies. ' o

This central misconcoption of rcality by tha C.P.
advzntage tho right wing in its struggle for political
only buitress the continued domination of the capitalis

lcadership can only objectively
hegenony and conscquently, can
1 class.

The A.L.P, left wing is quite correct in denying the importance of the unity ticket
question in connection with parlizmentary clsctions. The reoent Vietorian D.L.P. -
incroase ceme largely from middle class voters moving sway from Yenzies, Feilure by
the Government 46 halt the cconomic depression, @nd its deepening will result in the
movement of middle cleoss sirate away from the Government accelerating. Nor will it be
pessible for adoguate politip;l;;apr&scntaﬁiom of divergont capitalist interests 4o be
mech longer served by a ccelition government, itself an anachronism from more serenc
times, '

If the early future offers a rovitalisation of the economy

» the trend away from
the Government will be arrested and L= -

bor will not succocd. clectorally.

If the reccssion confﬁnues and deepcns, oxesperated middle ¢lass gtrata will be
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sinstrained o & past the insffective D.L.P., to Labor. Economic pressure will weaken
the poteroy of rezctionary id:zologies in the case of D.L.P. ‘voters alsp,

_To be offwctive whon its day arvives, Labor will need a distinctive, realistic poliey;
Such a roluicy 'éen be no chcz than enti-czpitalist, anti~imperialist, socialist. - T
Te win the pariy for this perspective ie the task of the left wing. TIits developmen‘t‘
will nov le furthered by futile gestures that courd expulsion from the mein arena that
the presont relationship’of Torces mekes more then likely. |

To those wilitents ond party secticns who as yet do not agree with our analysis a2nd
who proposé to facg the likely glternstive we can only urge the fuiility of any attempt,
in the present political climate,'to-pvomote the scoessi~n of unions from the Party or a
‘rivzl formetion.

FIRHT REPORT FROM THE WORLD YOUTE FORUM
JUST ENDED IN MOSCOW

Seviet Delegates oppored by "leftists® — & kind cf
Oppositicn of the "Trokskyist™ Type.

: {Bzlow we raprint extracis from a very interesting report in the main
French bourgecis caily, "le Honde® of 6-7th August, 1961, This report has
been veriiied by reports in "L'Unita", the daily paper of the Italian
Communist Party, which reported on August 4th, for instance, that African
youths were cuestioning the dectrine of peaceful co-existence, asking "how
can you tellk of peaceful co-existence, while Africa is steeped in Blood: from
northr to souwth?"; and that Letim American youth were =zsking questions such
as, "how can you speak of beaceful co-existence which wowld mesn a stabilis—
eblon of an impossible system?"  Also the report on the intervention of the
Belgium Socialist Youth is confirmed in 2 report in the Belgian Communist
paper "The Red Flag". -

The Fourth Interhzlionsl was represented a% the Forunm by three represg-
entatives of the Lankc Samssemaja Party, Ceylonese Section of the Fourth:
International, znd a number of other youth who were elected by the mass -
orgenisations o Which they bélong., AlL organisations epresented were
inyited. The Mexican Revoluticnary Workers Party (POR), Mexican Section
of whe ¥.I., was invited, =md accepted, but we do not know whether they were
able %o raise the costs of the trip and were present,

Trotskylsts welcome the discussion, and the way that our central thesis
on peaceful co-existence has been so thoroughly verified at the Forum by
youth representative of a wide strata of youth whe had probably never in
the main read any of our documents, but who through their own experiences
became "sort of Trotskyists", In the very hall vdere so many Trotskyists
and oppositiorieds, the very cream of the Bolshevik party, were condémned
tc death. including Trotsky himself, the youth of the world now have justif-
ied 21l thet Trotsky an d the Pourth Internationsl have foughi for,

o1 is important to realise that this discussion was not something "out
of the blue", our information being that the halls of loscow's universities
hevé heard meny sinilar arguments from colonizl students. The repercussions
will be heard in the Soviet itself. The Soviet youth will soon demend the
right to held similar discussions, as will the Communist youth throughout
the world - indeed there are just such signs of this in the Soviet now!

Ve awalt with interest the reporis of our comrasdes whe zre still in
Moscow as I write this, We are certain that they will bring more news that
vill be of great interest to 21l who wish to see the revclutionary renewsal
of the international Commurist movement. i

Bill Anderson,
Paris, 8th fugust,)
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(Prom e Monde's Special Correspondent, Michel Tatu)
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