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Throughout the teach-in, different ideas
on strategy and alms were put forward.

[sabel Stantom,
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(ALRANZ) claimed that abortion was oot

Hy woman's issue

family life," She caid that it was better
to try to get some reforms now than 0
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abortion laws repealed, She said that
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abortion through this clinic or that
doctor, there would not be the
resources available to meet the
demands placed on these meagre
services, We cannot sidestep the
laws if we are bent upon winning
abortion for all women,

Repeal of the laws will also be
necessary to lift the frightening cloak
of illegality which surrounds abortion
and which even now often drives
women to backyard abortionists
rather than their own doctors, Until
: recently abortion was a taboo
subject and with many still is. The
thousands of women who had illegal
abortions, jeopardising their health
and even their lives, suffered from
tremendous guilt and shame, hidin
it from even close iriends and lami%}'.

It has largely been the women's
liberation movement which has
challenged this secrecy and fear and
asserted that abortion is a woman's
right, But unless women continue 1o
assert this and unless abortion laws
are repealed, women will continue
1o be treated and 0 consider them-
selye!
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ISSUES FACING ABORTION MOVEMENT

Important too, in fighting for and
winning repeal of the laws would be
the confidence gained from success-
fully overturning these reactionary
laws and the inspiration to continue
the struggle against women's Oppress-
jon on other fronts, The abortion
struggle will draw into activity many
women who will be participating for
the first time in a fight for their rights
as women and who will have their
consciousness dramatically raised by
this, It will be a struggle and a
victory which will carry the feminist
movement [orward,

Some women reason that because it
is the men in government who vote
to change the laws, it is to these men
that women should be addressing them-
selyes in a campaign to change the
abortion laws, This is not a new idea
and has never yet been a shortcut in
the struggle for social reforms, It
invariably leads to a dependence on
'E]m-sc who perpetuate oppression and
inequality, and the making of com-
promises with them, Demands are
watered down out of fear of offending
and alienating. Activists who .:.d\.-'-:l-b
cate and pursue independent action
aré accused of "rocking the boat" and
jeopardising the good w il s
in power,

this method of achieving thei:

3l those
AT
Women cannot depend on

National Wo

over their reproductive lives, she also

said.

the teach-in
The afterncon session of
included excellent speeches by Dr

Sparrow, Anné de Lacey
IS;;E;E SPorIRANZ and Phillida Bunkle,

, lecturer in history at Victoria Univer-
sity, wellington.

el of three womel from
the National, Labour and Values parties
giving their views on abortion and the
attitudes of the parties of which they
were members. A slide show of the
history of the struggle for sex education,
birth control and abortion in the United
States concluded the teach-in, and was
well received.

There was a pan

Between 70 and 80 women returned on
Sunday for the main plenary session of
the conference, There Were workshop

Portuguese Trade Mission

BY CHRIS GRA HAM

‘| he Portuguese Consulate in Sydney has
snnounced that a forty-member tra de
delegation from that country will visgit
Australia on September 16, The
unstated aim of the visit is 10 strengthen
ties berween the Poriuguese dictatorship
nd the Australian Goyernment. Over-
seas Trade Minister Ca irns announced on
July 27 that the Labor Governiment would
not interfere with the visit, although it
would not support 1it,

The Federal Government's decision was
in spite of representations made to it by
the Alternative Rhodesian Informatioa
Centre (ARIC) to cancel the visit.
ARIC has threatened demonstrations
against the delegation when it arrives
in Australia,

Such demonstrations will receive con-
demands,

Politicians will respond only if they
see a powerful mass moyement

behind those demands, This was
illustrated during the campaign
against abortion which led up to the
defeat of the private member's bill
on May 10, MPs were influenced by
the active and vocal opposition to
abortion despite the fact that opinion
polls indicated that only a minority
of people opposed it, For a move-
ment such as the abortion rights move-
ment Lo win its demands, especially
frem: a capitalist government which
'Ir'ﬂ.ll'l.jci the importance of maintain-
ing women as far as possible within
lrh-:l ir traditional role in the family

it is necessary to wage a visible ~|t;I-.!
strong campaign which mobilises large
numbers of women, MPs and legis- g
lators respond to this type of ac i‘i-:m
rather than to individual lohhﬁn-,;._

‘;.tpxtaiis! governments grant concess
SLISE gOVED z . 55~
1005 and reforms only when they sce

issues becoming rallying points fo
opposition to thi T
_ TALNCD LI
for any humuane reason The re for
ns, Therefore

it is necessary to bulld mass move-
ments which are independent -'~-I
';.‘H'J“ﬂ\ il parties and cannot be :
l_ﬂ:-drli[.-u].-.h:d and sold =.’|.j;. or -.51;- cl
into ineffective political Ic.'-a

is ||.\

1‘. 15 \'_E;; ir that al Ort n will not |
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men's Abortion Action Conference

held in W
sessions around the genera]
for the women's abortion ;m
paign and the ways to build i, B
conference unanimously adgss The
resolution to build an o .

i

women's abortion acti fation]
repeal of the laws, &e?e?%wl&
contrace p‘;iun and voluntary :
A national coordinati

set up and a march pr:rge:g?“hk
main cities for Women's sum;nmﬁ
September 19, It was felt thlgi;m]‘
important to stress the continuiy -
struggles of women for suffrage e
for the right to full control mﬂl
duction, A national s :
leader of the anen’ﬂ%ﬁmﬂi
Action Coalition in the United St
was also projected for early 199, 1o
conference ended on an enthsistie
,note with many new women inspired &
build the campaign for & wormay's rigt
to choose.

siderable support in the commenity i
view of the recent disclosures of Ports
guese atrocities at Wiryamu i Moom-
bique on December 16 Last year, Thes
trocities are charactenstc of Portuges
colonialism in Angola s Mommbizge,

Australian ties with Portugal are qute
considerable. A feature of this & te
collaboration of the Australitn Covs
1. ent with Porrugal's colonial simiss
tion in Timor, i the north of Amtnk,
Portuguese troops afc flown 10 4 fen
Timor by TAA. Australian expom B
one million dollars, According B8
report by Pa ul Webster in l.htiﬂi“
issue of The Australian, the Fedes!
Government 1S ‘nteresied in off-Sse
ail exploration rights. ;

more 11 se2ms that Lhi‘Mu

once

L p'.-,.-r.;x-_-ar.j.vc" nature of “Tbilh.“:‘-." :
foreign policy has 1 nother blot &%
copy-book.

that women are a real political et
The beginnings may well be

but to give in 1o pessimism abodd
power women can exert colle

is to leave the field wide open e
the backward, anti-woman forces &
put across their views uncha

any significa nt way.
ing to work oul ways in which &
.bortion through the back dod

struggle shoul be taken up i“_n-
confident and aggressive Wﬂ, .
women can be heartened & i

to join the {ight.
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Sexism Defeated
on Adelaide Campus

gy PENNY JACKSON

13 a gcncral student meeting

led by Christian members of the
grudents' A csociation at Adelaide
Univcrsih_.- over the issue of whether
strippers and porna graphic movies should
be allowed at the Prosh ball, This meect~
ing started the largest furore over any
jesue that Adelaide campus has seen

¢ince the anti-war mobilisations of 1970-

{971.
Approxima tely 200 people attended the
meeting on July 13 to vote on a motion
at forward by the Christians and
supp}rtud by women's liberationists that
there be no strippers at the Prosh ball,
The motion was pa ssed 100-88, Having
unexpectedly lost this motion, the Prosh
direclors unconstitutionally called a
second general student meeting, hoping
o stack it with their supporters, This
mecting was held despite the fact that
the central executive committee of the
Srudents' Association stated that this
meeting should not take place as the
decision on the strippers had already been
reached at the general student meeting.
But it proceeded nevertheless,

On July
was cal

The Tuesday meeting appeared at first
to be heavily stacked with supporters ol
the newly formed society for the Total
Elimination of Morals and other back-
ward campus clubs and groups, The
women who opposed the strippers were
described by these people as "frustrated
bitches", "pushy" and "puritan® but
despite this campaign of insults, the
vote of the meeting was a very decisive
one with 400 voting in favor of the
strippers and 900 against,

The accusation of purilanism was 4
common one but the Prosh dircctors and
supporters, as one women's liberation

LaTrobe Uni.

speaker pointed out, didn't realise that
it was t:hc',r yho were conservative and
Supfmtmg the status quo by perpetuating
.';}t;xdism and making profits from women's
bodies, One man had described strippers
as a "good draw card". The whole s
debate and decision of the meetin
reflected an increasing awareness Ei
sexual exploitation and women's oppress
lon on Adélaide campus, The cuncﬁ t g
L}I_”::.i.-.<u.al revolution” was attacked t:ji a
misleading term te describe a phenome-
non which still benefitied males n!
exploited females, Fos

%t was pointed out in a women's liberatio
;:_,lﬂf.L that stripping is not sexual free-
;..}1111, bullcn!-,' perpetuated male
rientated sexuality by objectifying
women,

The Prosh directors now realise the
influence women's liberation has
campus,
featured as attractions at the ball, not
only strippers (ma le and female) and

bluc movies but also a "women's lib
demonstrationt ™  The posters also
carried a small black square with the

caplion "For women's lib, 10 spray their
ST L I T : =
perinty However, these posters wWert
ripped down in large numbers by mam
people, One Prosh dircclor interviewed
by a loc 1 television channel said, when
acked if he would be involved in Prosh

next year "Ne, I never want amy thing
more to do with strippers,”’ ' )

Ti‘:ﬂ '-.'!"--."-!.1..' 155 0E *_«.‘r',u:c.‘: o demonsirate
that women are no longer willing 1o 5
back and accept the insults and provoca-
tions of people who thir alightened
and sophisticated (o O

such as the Prosh ball

from the l_|'.':.:-."1.f.~i:|.|'~."' of

SRC

Under Attack

BY DAVE DEUTSCHMAN

Following the election of 14 left-wing
candidates out of a total of 19 in the
recent Students' Representative Council
(SRC) elections at La Trobe university
the right-wing forces on campus have
launched an offensive against the new
SRC.

The Democratic Club, the DLP student
group at La Trobe, has recently
attempted to discredit the new SRC and
has issued threats of legal action, These
threats have raiced serious fears that the
U-:m-_--c_rdlit: Club may initiate a Supreme
f.:-:'uri. .Ili'.IJL,'.l'IL:'i..Il.‘:l!'I against the financial
operations of the SRC.

Aware even before the election that they
1“:.'”,“ suffer defeat the Democratic Club
lTlllll.Hcd attacks on left-wing candidates
with a ferocity not even seen during the

AUS conwoversy earlier in the year.

Iu”_li] days before the elections, Demo=
cratic Club secretary, lan Blandthorn,
took legal action against a leading leits
wing figure, Fergus Robingon who is 4

'.'r"_' mber of the Worker-5tudent Alliance.
Robingon, who was gaoled last year with
two other La Trobe students as a result of
rs.h.-:h:ir:t occupations of adminlstration
E""_j'lli'-LITigil was u:h.i[:.‘_{cd with having
kicked Blandthorn in September 1972,
-E“ weeks prior to this the Democratic
Club had alle E_C'J. that two leﬂdiﬂ.g
m."'r':“" yetivists had used to their own
idvantage an amount of $5000 while

tic H FLI:-;.:.* _f 'EJ"' 151 EEC. The L?tnlaqcm-
e W determined to retain its
_""““'I- of the SRC which it had won last
yCar,
.'__1'"‘ result of the 1973 elections at La
'robe can be seen as a ratification of the

vote of no confidence in right-wing
controlled SRC made during the AUS
referendum in term 1 of this year,

At the time the Democratic Club was
attempting to disaffiliate La Trobe from
the Australian Union of Students (AUS).
The puliticﬂ battle which subsequently
took place culm inated in a referendum
where more than 80 per cent students
supported continued affiliation to the
national student unicn.

The campaign also demonstrated that

1 marked change had taken place in the
political orientation of the Mzoist WSA
— once the dominant left-wing force
on campus, Previously characterised
by ultra-leftism, they made a complete
turn about and refused t fight around
any socialist policies.

who this year disbanded the
the La Trobe branch of WSA to form 4
whroader” political organisation, the
Radical Student Movement, formed
themselves into a "So¢ jal Responsibility”
ricket for the election, The most
radical of the demands they projected
during the campaign was for the estab-
lishment of a radio clation on campus.

The Maoists,

Those Maoists who gained a position on
the new SRC have subsequently isolated
themselves from all the other left-wing

members,

Already the changed political nature of
the La Trobe SRC has affected the
litical climate on that campus, One
can detect a partial returm to periods of
heightened political activity which had
been an ever present feature of the La
Trobe campus sinceé COUSEs began in

1967.

PORTUGUESE
FEMINISTS

The banning of the book New Portu-
guese Letters and the police action
against the three women authors in
June 1972 in Portugal has slowly
become the focus of an international
protest movement.

The women are faced with charges of
committing "in outrage to public
morals and good costoms™ by writing

a book against the oppression of w omen
in Portugal. The book has been con-
fiscated by Portuguese police,

The women's case comes o trial pext

gl Py e

October and althougl: the three writers
[ some 3

face gacl terms O e years,

I
the court v i1l impose

observers predict
only fines or suspended seniences due
to pressure from intermational protests.
:[‘. L.'-_'|".:h "_ -‘\-n_!!' Ga oSl i
lariz Isabel Barreno botl el
{ Mazria Tercsa Horta a poel

11 mothers over 30. The work was
inspired by the still widely-read 17th-
century Letter of a Portuguese Nun,
supposed'y written 10 a French officer
vho had seduced and then deserted her.

Rarreno said, "In the first Portuguese
Letters it was a nun who was cloistered.
In the new Lermer is all men.
The ~ial cl the

wiorst is the r le I < ] 11

de I ks the VETY it.
|iI 3 | I.':I- -.1_.. 5 : : {8 I
thal 1S5 LK 1a8MC] = ! .

Horta said. ;
The trial was originally set for July
but was postponed due to the ill health
of Horta, Protests on the banning of
the books have come Irom grot of
writers in Portugal, An erica and
Britain,

A ‘."'...'i.t.:l:'ﬁq.'lll C onference sponsc red |‘J

n for Women

1 | N - ¥

the National Organisatic

in the US voted 1o make the case the
first interoational feminist case.
Demoenstrations were s yged on the

five US cities and sever

pther C ouniries.

£4
oy g

ot
ot

three on trial

Maria Barreno, one of the

KHADDAFI LECTURES

ONWOMEN'S “DEFECTS"

Libyan leader Colone] Khaddafy
recently visited Egypt with hopes of
{orming a merger between the two
countries, Khaddafy found that his
glowing vision of union was nnt.shared
by the Egyptiams. He engaged 1o
heated arguments on nearly all aspects

of unity.

Since Khaddafy has been in power all
night clubs and bars in Libya have
been closed (Khaddafy being a non-
drinker and non-smoker) and the bar-
baric practice of amputations for
thievery has been restored, Egyptians

would hardly with to see measures of
this nature introduced in their own
c-'-'-‘l'l.lﬂ'-'.'t"_r'-

A stormy encounter took place between
Khaddafy and 1000 prominent Egyptian
women, who expressed fear that a
merger may mean adopting the strict
Islamic law relegating women to the
degraded status Khaddafy has forced
on Libyan women, Several Libyan
women had been brought along to
reassure their Egyptian sisters about
the joys of subservience but this back-
fired on Khaddafy when the Libyan
women pleaded with the Egyptians to
help them change their status in Libya.

Khaddafy sald "Because of biological
defects, a women's place is in the
home." The reply to tais statement
was "These are not defects, Mr Presi-
Khaddafy replied "All right
then nobody can complain if we ask
pregnant women o make parachute

jumps, "

dentl’

ida fy's blatantly sexist

hardly surprising that
"

men le ¢l extre }‘-,ﬁ!.'_rf hostile

the proposed merger.

FOOTNOTE: Khaddaly's exréeme
vesion of sexism wWas -.'!".Ei.'-ﬁ.:ﬂr\;-i 1 @dln
during the recent "long m rch' hi
Mlowers organised from Libya to Egypt
Ihe p titions Lo be |T'-f"'"' w oF
It in blood — you guessed 1Lz €VE
hough they are biologic v delectly

he petition

WOMEN'S TRADEUNION|
CONFERENCE

I

|

]

1

T - A 1 ar 1 [ ‘. P*II
The Working Women's Project Lroup 5 t_l“ Y
{from the women's liberation movement -J:.L l|1
in Sydney) is holding a conference on SR

Cirmdavw Septen =S L e i e, i

SUOALY q_'_E-E:-'u'l‘vr_, 4t 232 LAELIE ol | :

Steet Sydoey, i ]

|

There will be two SEsSslONS — in the i 1
norning discussion w ill be around "job |

discrimination" and "job opportunities”
1hd in the afterncon discussion W ill be

aropnd "urgent social needs".

Session times will be 3,30 am — 12. 30pm
and 1,30 pm — 4,30 pm and child=care

facilities will be available for the day. , B
For further information ring Women's e
Liberation House 617323,

PROTESTOVER 8
HIGH SCHOOLQUEST |

Activists from the Education Action
Group in Victoria are organising 2
~icket outside the Coburg Town Hall
on August 23 to protest the holding of
2 "Miss Coburg High Quest”. A man-
pequin parade W i1l also be held with

the quest.

women from Women's Liberation will
1lso be participating in the picket
which is being held in an attempt o
point out the cexism involved in such
a competition, AmOng other things,
the EAG is fighting against the way in
which the present education system.
channels students into ste reotyped sex
roles within society and reinforces the
sexual objectification of women.,

High school women are becoming
increasingly conscious of the mamy ways
in which they are discriminated against
in schools and the way in which their
view of themselves is shaped. It is
hoped that the picket outside this

parade will help to expose one of the
cruder methods by which women are
humiliated and dehumanised.
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to the Senate com
Rutterfield further divulged that the
Kennedy and Johnson 2dministrations record, He opposed the Voting Act of
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Nixon and the rulings ¢ :
1 . . gs class wl R
‘ Butterficld ctrred the significance of the 4
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cam‘pimcy. Nixon fild not exactly carrying out unconstitutional acts against efendant, I discovered that these P el We learned in the Ellsberg the thre ght back in order to resist i U
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- Tariq Ali Makes Tour of Australia

with representatives of various sponsoring
groups, to the broadly based meeting in
defence of the Ligue Communiste held
on August 1 in Sydney,
brought together all the left-wing
organisations in joint action over this
question,
support for the Ligue was an important
part of his tour, this meeting provided
Tarig Ali with the opportunity to pass on
o l:.hcw in France the messige of active
wli_d:rit',r from the Australian labor and
radical movement,
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BY JAMIE DOUGHNEY

In the opening meeting of his two-week
long Australiam tous, nearly 200 people
came to hear Tarig Ali in Sydney on
July 24, Tarig Ali, a member of the
United Secretariat of the Fourth Interna-
tional and a leader of the Intemational
Marxist Group, British section of the

 Fourth International, spoke on the

:ﬁﬁf::t #Imperialism and Revolution in

The question of Indo-China figured
prominently in the talk and led into a
discussion on what was the meaning of
the US detente with Moscow and Peking

 and what this meant for the revolution

in Asia. He spoke also on the develop-
ing gles in Pakistan, Bangladesh,
Ceylon and India and pointed 1o the
inherent explosiveness in all these areas,

When the meeting opened for discussion
2 debate started on the Stalinist nature
of the Chinese and Vietnamese Com-
munist Party leaderships and what signi-
ficance this had for socialists — particu-
larly as it concerned the struggle in
Indo-China,

Whilst In Sydney he spoke to a meeting

) d by the Students' Union Council
at the University of New South Wales on
the pature of the university and the
student struggles which haye erupted
internationally in the past period, He

gals put forward by Federal Government

for the funding of student unions in the

long run threaten the yiability of student
unions,
siderable chaocs, both internally and in
relation to other bodies.
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also addressed another meeting on
Augist 5 presenting his opinion on the
latest developments in the European
political situation.

The next meeting in Melbourne on

July 27 on "Imperialism and Revolution
in Asia®, was attended by approximately
250 people, Meetings were also con-
ducted jn Adelaide and Brisbane,
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when Tariq All was able to speak; along
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DIRECT ACTION: If the Government
continues to refuse o pay these fees
what is going to happen in

McLEAN: I don't think it will unduly
threaten us aoy more than it effects

local campus unions. :
tough with our constituent organisations

they may feel that one ared of finance
they'll have to cut is their fees to AUS,

DIRECT ACTION: How does AUS plan
to follow up the July 5 actions?

McLEAN: We don't at this stage have
actions similar to July 5 planned, We

how much real danger we think student
unions are in at the moment,

DIRECT ACTION: What suppert for the
campaign do you have within the
Australian Labor Party itself?
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PROTEST
CAMBODIA
BOMBING

BY STEVE PAINTER
Op Tuesday July 24, seventy people met
in the Assembly Hall in Melbourne to
discuss action against the United States
bombing of Cambodia. The meeting
resulted in the settng up of an organisa-
tion called Friends o Cambodia. The
meeting also decideg to hold a demon-
ctration against the bombing of Cambo-
dia, on August 10, It also passed a
number of resolutions, one of which read:
tThat this meeting condemns US aggress-
jon against the people of Cambodia and
demands total and unconditional with-
drawal of all US troops, advisers, pilots
and all other personnel plus complete
withdrawal of all US economic, political
and military aid to the Lon Nol — Sirik
Matak — Son Ngoc Thanh — In Tam
regime., We also demand that troops of
the Thai and Saigon regimes be with-
drawn forthwith, "

v

Cambodian war refugees, an A

It is important that the August 10 demon-
stration is successful, Since the signing
of the Paris accords on Januvary 27 many
people have thought that the war in ;
Indo-China has ended, or that at least
the United States intervention in that war
has ended, That this is not the case
however, is revealed by reports in the
daily press that the bombing of the
national liberation forces in Cambodia,
by the United States, is among the
heaviest in history. Whole villages have
been obliterated by the US bombing.

The bombing of Cambodia is scheduled
to end on August 15 when funds provided
by the US Senate will expire, However
only a fool would expect Nixon to
accept the curtailment of funds for the
bombing without a fight. On Wednpesday
July 25, according to a report in the
Melbourne Age on the following day, us

(The following article by Gary Foley is reprinted from
National U the newspaper of the Australian Union of

AUS Racism at Nimbin Festival

Students,

(The worshi

Despite the

against the

hag been fo
occasions,
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; 3 if we expla
Gary Foley

BY CGARY FOLEY

The Australian Union of Students who
supplied the bulk of the finance for the
ffiﬁcﬁuion of sacred Aboriginal land at
Nimbin, have a long history of contribu-
::ﬁ_gm““d oppression of black Austra-

In 1'}.‘?":’ AUS loaned $600 to a group of

Aborigines to go to the USA to attend a

con_f':rc nce in Atlanta, The mongy Wwas

Eiwn on the basis that it be reinbursed by

¥ u-fe conference and the conference

had indicated that it would pay. How=-

ever, the conference did not keep its

Lﬁrd and repay AUS, Subsequently AUS
H.il},' took out a supréme court writ to re-

tl:owr the money from the Aborigines

QTE..ITL?I’ and so began a long harassment

sl Lit-. Aborigines. This harassment

‘“;r_ rely affected the operations of the

A ‘unginn Advancement League. In

c‘:‘:L;[ ..-"ui_JS went so far as to secretly

éi’[irfl--hh one of their senior executive

liittjujh;'m confer with the widely dis-

ot Director of Aboriginal Affairs in
ctoria,

Government,
policies of the AUS leadership but we know that AUS

(As the national
defended as an indept
which can defend and campaign for stu

an instrument in the s

While we do not share Gary Foley's conclu-
sions about AUS we consider his comments (o be
extremely important, )

(The attitudes of AUS referred to here were quite
gvident at the last annual council of AUS with festival
organisers Graeme Dunstan and Johmmy Allen having

their way on every question.

pping of counter-culture and the complete

disregard for Aboriginal people shown by the Nimbin
festival org:
examples outlined by Gary
(Where we differ with Foley is i

\nisers can be seen to be racist. The
Foley confirm this view.

n our attitude o AUS.
flaws pointed out here we will defend AUS
current attacks by the DLP and the Federal
We object to the current "grendy”

rced to take progressive action on magy

union of students AUS should be
ndent instrument of students
dent rights and
in the issues involyed 1o all students, as
truggle against racism).

The information gained by the director
from this conference was then used in
an extended character assassination cams=
paign directed at the then director of
the Aborigines Advancement League,
Bruce McGuiness, which was to even-
tually force the popular McGuiness to
resign from the position, This in itself
was a blow from which the AAL has
never really recovered, and the position
at present is that the AAL Is virtually
being held to ransom by AUS.

In this case, the important question to be
asked is, will AUS take the same action
against the orga nisers of the Nimbin
festival (Messrs Allen and Dunstan) who
have seemingly squandered a far more
substantial amount ($15, 000 - 520, 000)
of AUS funds, Indeed, has AUS ever
gone to the same extravagent length t©
prosecute the people who squande!td a
fair amount of money at the previous
Aquarius festival in Canberra? The
answer is obviowsly NO, and it is highly
imprabable that they will eyen make a
token censure of Johnoy Allen and co.
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Defence Secretary James Schlesinger
said that it was possible that Nixon would
seek an extension of the August 15 dead-
line for an end to the bombing.

Nixon has set himself the task of bombing
the Cambodian liberation forces to the
conference table in order to secure a
treaty similar to the Paris iccords. AmD
indication of the thinking of the support-
ers of the Lon Nol regime on the present
Cambodian situation was provided by the
Melbourne Herald of July 25 which listed
in a front page article three "grim pos-
sibilities" for Phnom Penh, The three
ngloomy possibilities” were: “that the
city will be captured by the insurgent
srmy now at i door in a fight to the
finish," "that Phnom Penh will be
strangled in a siege and forced to
currender unconditionally” and "that
talk will end the fighting, but replace

When one considers the amount involved,
there is an obvious inconsistency in the
action of AUS, and it is quite reasomable
to assume that AUS's attitude is one of
"White is rightl”

In addition to that AUS over the past
four years at their annual conferences
have actively discouraged blacks from
taking control of the position on the
executive that is particularly releyant to
blacks (formerly the pational Abschol
director and now race relations officer).

AUS has insisted that to be eligible one
must have student status. They have
maintained this pre-requisite know ing
full well that most of the black activists,
by virtue of their socio-economic back-
ground, have not been able to get to
tertiary education standard and the few
that have just don't have the time to be
concerned with full-time positions with

AUS,

On such occasions that non-student
blacks have nominated, it has taken
extended debate (sometimes for hours)
merely for their nominations to be
accepted., And if they did meet the
high standards set by AUS it was later
proven to be only a token acceptance as
they were Overw elmingly voted against
(in lieu of a white candidate) for the
actual executive position. Once again
it hag not been unknown for senior AUS
types to imitate their peers in utilising
the old art of character assassination.

At the 1971 AUS annual conference (at
which it was difficult 1o determine if in
fact you really were at a student confer-
ence and not a Liberal Party conference)
stories were circulated that the black
candidate (myself) was, of all things, a
racist, I was, needless to say, soundly

defeated by the white candidate,

Further evidence of the subtle racism
within AUS can be seen in their priorities
in expenditure OVer the past few years.
The Abschol (now race relatons) dept.
has found that allocations to it have been
diminishing rapidly. This apparently has

e B M i

the anti-communist Government of i ||
President Lon Nol with a coalition com- o
prised of at least 73 per cént commun-
ists. "

It is important that the imperialists are

given oo room mw manoeuvre; that the
mass feeling against the war should con-
tioue to find expression through the inter-
national anti-war movement, The anti-

war forces must demonstrate once again
their opposition to the US intervention in

IEI’iD-Chi.'.L.i ,'J-.':-.!' it this ftage, f_"xifll-,_'l-_‘:'r 1T -

ly in Cambodia, In view of recent
reports that the Pine Gap tracking station
near Alice Springs has been used to assist
in the raids against Cambodia, the de-

T‘rur.d for an end to Australian complicity
in the war is important,

E}*ﬂmn':l."rdlj'dl'i.'.'..“.:"",' Friday August 10, 5 pm,
Melbourne City 5-.{1:.”12,

been because AUS sees that funds are
more urgently needed for such huge
social issues as the Aquarius festivals.
Subsequently the race relations dept is
now faced with a situation where it is
impossible to be really effective in amy
programme it could want to implement,

Also on finance, it is interesting to com-

pare the manner in which AUS acted on .

two particular issues, These were the * ;f :
Springbok tour and the Aboriginal :»:‘,. i,
Embassy. oA

Before, and during the Springbok tour
AUS seemed to go berserk on expenditure.
They paid out at least 10, 000 to bring
to Australia two white nexperts” mamely
Bishop Crowther and Peter Hain. They
also threw the whole AUS machine behind
producing leaflets eLc. Compare that
burst of enthusiasm with their actions
concerning the Aboriginal Embassy.

Apparently they considered the Embassy
as unworthy of aoy real sustained effort
on their behalf. The only real work
done was by a few people in the organi-
sation acting as individuals, Virtually
no one from the AUS executive was
present at the Embassy demonstrations
and yet they were in abundance at the
Springbok demos. The silence from the
upper echolons of the AUS bureaucracy
was deafening, and expenditure for
buses to Canberra (paltry indeed when
compared to the extravagance of the
Springbok tour) just did not eventuate.

These facts speak for themselves, AUS
apparently considers racial issues impor=
tant as long as they aren't in their own
back yard where they would have to
admit that they are part of the system
that oppresses black people.

It is my contention that AUS is a mcist

body and is gullty of a continuing
programme 1O Suppress black self-
Jetermination in Australia and does not
deserve the support of students or anyone
else, and ['m sure that in the future you
will see mounting evidence o support

this.
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epumerated many rimes in his writings
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and Shachtman reprinted 1D In Defence
of Marxism 7 The most decisive are
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monopoly of fore ign trade, and a planne
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Healyites monotonously intone the same
points in the same stereotyped phrases
from individual to individual and from
one country to another, without making
the least effort to exercise critical

t about the material data and
problems under consideration,

in a classroom un

Like the Stalinist school, they demand
unconditional and unquestioning submis-
sion to their pecullar misinterpretations
pplications of Marxist philosophy,

oubts or denies these shibbo-
leths is subject to excommunication from
1 and to the curses of the band
of true believers, Thus, for their doubts
and denials Healy broke with his erst-

while French partners in the International
Committee,

Sectarlanism in philosophy or politics

is marked by disregard of objective
realities. This was strikingly evidenced
in the‘ Australian "Open Letter” assailing
my ViEwWs,

What are the facts in this case? {111 three
of these requisites have been instituted
and developed in Cuba as the result of

its socialist reyolution,

Regardless of their attitude toward them,
- host of other forces in the world, from
the US imperialists to the Cuban people,
along with most tendencies on the left,
haye recognised these basic facts about
the revolutionary reconstruction of Cuban
society. Everyont — except these
pseudo- Trotsky ists, The Healyites

5 cknowledge that the USSR undcril’ire;h-
ney, the Chinese People's Republic
under Mao, and even Albania conform O
nihe abstract criteria” of a workers's
state. Yet they 2damantly insist that
Cuba is capitalist and stands in the

came socio-economic category as Aust-
ralia and New Zealand,

That is what Falk, who is a tutor in
soclology at the University of New South
Wales in Sydney, teaches us, He
certainly didn't learn this kind of socio-
logy in the school of Trotskyism,

What is the worth of a group that pretends
to lead the world revolutionary vanguard
but is incapable of recognising 2 social-
{st overturn and assessing its results
correctly when it actually happens? And
thereafter sticks to its dogmatic error
degpite a decade of accumulatedfacis?

Falk has a theoretical justification for
this purblindness, This Healyite wise
man informs us that facts are not ""the
point at issue" in judging the state of
affairs in Cuba, He makes the crude
mistake of confusing materialism with
empiricism because both take their point
of departure from the facts, On this
score any empiricist who is at least
concerned about the facts is closer to
materialism than our critic, Indeed,
the Healyite dismissal of the importance
of facts makes them less realistic than
anyone guided by plain common sense;

According to Falk, "the so-called [a cts"
(aren't there any real facts?) cannot be
taken "as an ultimate court of appeal,”
He fails to inform us what in his view

the ultimate arbiter of the truth of any
idea or proposition is, Marxism teaches
that objective reality, which is m ade up
of facts in their development, is decis-
ive in determining what is and what is
not the case in all questions from the

phy_s‘tcnl nature of universe to the socio-
logical nature of a given country like
Cuba. This has been a cardinal principle
of all materialisms from ancient times

to the present and
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acknowledge this elem
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usefulness of ideas to humans defines the
truth, which is brought to birth thro
their acting upon this or that idea. In
Marxist theory the usefulness of ideas is
derived from their comrect reflections of
the external world, The true or false
content of our mental abstractions is
brought to light and tested by our actions.

joratively describés me as "a
middle class intellectual” trained in
philosophy and excorlates me for betray-
ing the task Trotsky entrusted to me in
1940 of defending and disseminating the
logical method of Marxism, When I
challenged several Healyltes to name
one other person in the English-speaking
countries who has written more and
worked harder to popularise the doctrines
of dialectical materialism in the
decades since Trotsky's death, they
could only cite Cliff Slaughter, Healy's
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These two conceptions of truth are
incompatible, One of them strives to
report the relations, properties, and
processes of objective reality as accu-
rately and fully as possible. The other
is content with the purely instrumental
functions of ideas that presumably satisfy
human needs (other than the urge to
know what the foundations of muth really
| gmatism does not insist that
our ideas really harmonise with the facts,

matter in moti
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dictory cﬁ B Facts, however, are stubborn things.
Order thetn out the door and they come
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- ¥0 gectarian sophistry can
banish them from reality or deprive them
of their role as the ultimate determinant
of the truth or the worth of all assertions
and abstractions,
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materialist dialectics flows bon &
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This is the source of &

Since not only Novack, but Slaughter
and Falk, happen to be middle-class
intellectumls by origin, there can be no
purely sociological distinction between
us. On the political and theoretical
levels the quantity of my philosophical
production considerably outweighs that
of my two opponents, To my knowledge
Falk has written little else than his
assigned attack upon my views; and

's output over the past fifteen
years consists of a few pamphlets. [ am
willing to leave any judgment about the
quality of our works to unprejudiced

n a5 Trotsky wrote, "cannot
ts; it has to be

from their nature

* (Problems of Every-
thfinder Press, p 233).

"Dial gctics,

primordial in Now hearken to the Healyite,

from being 'indissolubly merged' with
the real world (as I had maintained), our
concepts are brought into wnity w ith
reality only in the practical
struggle to change this reality,
one-sided version of the interaction
between reality and our concepts leaves
out their pre-existing
and makes knowledge depend, not upon
the content common to ideas and facts,
but only upon the practical activities
that disclose and demonstrate the truth
or non-truth of our ideas,
my critic who follows in the track of the
pioneer pragmatist William James.

deduced from facts

devel

;‘nﬁ e, 01?:1 We now come to the most unexpected
apect of the position of our critic.

Because I stand by the facts, he accuses
me of being an empiricist who follows
"the pragmatism of William James".
"I‘he doctrines of James were highly
influential during the 1920s at Harvard,
where I received my initial education in
philosophy, There I learned from his
p}‘ufamﬁal associates what the pragma-
tic theory of knowledge was all about.
Upon becoming a Marxist after the stock
market crash of 1929, I consciously
rejected its premises and conclusions
along with the liberalism it rationalised.

objective
unter with me after 1
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ed that facts are nothing
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Thereby hangs a tale that deserves (o
be told, During the late fifties, when
we were still political collaborators,
Gerry Healy held a
of my merits as a b
During a meeting with him at Toronto
he alked to me with some amxiety
about the intellectuals such as Slaughter
2nd others in England who had been won
over to Trotskyism from the CP a frer
Krushchev's revelations and after the
Kremlin had put down the proletarian
uprising in Hungary.

leayes out of ac
ohjectivity
apart from

[t is oot 1 but

different estimate
lhrxist theoretician.
Falk goes

on to argue: "Your undialecti-
cal approach to

the Marxist method
leads you into the empiricist (\) view
that concepts are meaningful in virtue of
some static relationship to 'the facts',”
Let us set aside the adjective "static”,
which is dragged in to obscure the isue,
Whether facts are in motion or at rest,

po more than
To be sure,

"partial ab
no single fac

This is more than my uninformed
adyersary in Australia has managed to
do, What is the essential opposition
between the Marxist and pragmatic
theories of knowledge? Dialectical
materialism regards truth as the corres-

Taken as such in everyday
life or in the process of inquiry,
a more abstract quality than is
wamanted by its act

real world. ual embedding in the

Healy urged me to write a series o
ist method to helj
counteract the theoretical misedu
they had received under Sta linist
He wanted t
would be guided by Marx
not by shortsighted empirical considera-

ist principles,

x [l 2, T e
e P L R IR

d to fulfill the request and He aly
ntly published several early

of my bock on Empiricism and
[ts Evolution in his theoretic
Labour Review.

5
T

i

g .

al maganne,
At that time he had no
that I had departed from

rialism or let Trotsky
let him downl)
these heinous faults in me
ed with the SWP on
the divided

T, — =
L
- P

~ PRS-

dialectical mate
(I didn't even
He discovered
only after he disagre
the necessity for reunifying
forces of the Fourth [nternational,

Every sect
its fetish (
dialectical method),
ts who refuse 10 acc
must be defamed at all
ly's list are Joseph
| analyst, Ernest
and myself as
1 target of

must have its pontiff (Healy),
his peculiar distortion of the
and villainous
iconoclas
dogmas and
costs, Heading Hea
Hansen as a politica
Mandel as an economist,
a philosopher, But the rea
the Healyite frenzy and fury
teachings of
are implemented by
They resort to
falsifications in pursult

ism as these
the Fourth Interna-
the most flagrant
of this umworthy

pens is surcly a basic requirement for a

gRamiversary of the Cuban Revolution, Ability to recognise 3 revolution when it hap

na ¢ : Sectarians
_, Il persists in the belief that Cuba is a capitalist state.

Mass rally 1o ‘.Iril compensate

nreyolutionaty

know no restraint, They

for their disdain of reality
spiteful and vindictive toward
the ir revolutionary oppone
are bad traits i
{vism violates
by Mamist materialism,

whether they are und
r less, concep
— haye mea
lationship to facts.

ergoing more
ts — even the
ning only by

and error as the lack of
between an idea, 2

and the reality.to
bjective linkage
onstitutes the

Itf: of reality, Nonetheless, this role in

hmming process does not deprive any

o i35 concrete existence as an

mJ ctive entity, In itself, and not for

“:‘;w given fact Is essentially, substan-

& ¥, a part or particle, a finite frag-
ent, of the material world.

Such subject-

change @ the objectivity demanded

most imaginary
virtue of some re

-oncrete conteé
meaningful an

cefute thid "

or a theory

which they
He tries © or absence O
" This is a P

attempts 1O 5T

f linkage, ©
terialist epistemo
jes of human beings
lation between
ments about them;
i.e,, substan-

source €0
from the poin

ngbjectivity of
first requirement of

Philosophical
). The Healyite
facts flouts this injunct-
Their ultra-factional-
afresh by the Australian
udes any objective
ination by them of
in economics,
ese braggarts about
mploy it method
productive way.

uld the meaning of
t of view of a
not bother to tell

According to Lenin,
tion" is the
tical methoed,

What other
ideas have,
materialist? Falk does

considera
the dialec
Collected Works
Notebooks, P 22
disregard for the
jon at every step.
ism, exemp

ctical activit
do not create this corre
g?f!nlmnhlzéling epistemologist does not things an
e g'[t nd or properly present either
ifference between the concrete and
abstract or the relation of these

comelative terms to objective reality.

any state

they disclose and verify,

de yﬂlﬂping l:i'l
e of dj;l:cﬁﬂ el

the dlbF s
o its 46

rimacy ©

ions, the Healyite
gignifican

lly peither materialist nor

f william James
ntalism is a different
tecal useful-
than ascertain the occurmr-
urrence of knowledge

tes what is true

nd politics. His
to my views

in the company of
tists and idealists, Such is
¢ dialectical outcom
debate between us,

(Dewey's ins and accurate ex

the real situation
or philosophy. Th
dialectics cannot €
any truthful or

k- “ ous objections
S assertion " This man is George J

:;1-': is_u statement of concrete fact-
d mittaken idemity is involved,

ds that prac

The ass o
assertion "George Novack is a man"
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Victorian Teachers Unite

BY JIM McILROY

The Victorian Secc
(VSTA) a nd the Tech
Agoclall

formed a fede ; _
unions in common policy matters.

These well
sribunal reform,
tea cher housing.

The different yiews
the two unions arc expre

union presi ‘
Reid said that the federation would

promote unity am

gyt it will in po wWay inter
gutonomy ©
RTAV."

TTAV president George Lees was more

enthusiastic, :
fmilestone” in the history of teacher

organisation in Victoria, h
different degrees of enthusiasm perhaps
reflect the fear of the VSTA leadership

of being over

At the present SLage, with unity being

expressed by
drap:ri from the committees of the two

unions plus the two presidents, actual
fusion of the unions remains far off.

;J,ﬂiﬁra'ntWorkers
E Conference Called

_ ~ Painters' and Dockers Union, the South
: _':f Newcastle Trades and Labor Council

~ tion of migra

from
;, 25 Gordon St, Burwood,

Pires

on 2135.

Ford Strike Defeated

BY DOUG JORDAN

sndary Teachers Uni
nical Teachers

tation of Victorla (TTAV) have
ration Lo represent &

include teacher dismissals,
teacher conditions and

of the leadership of
ssed by the two
dents. VSTA president Geoff

ong teachers.

fere with the
{ either the VSTA or the

The federation was a

he said. The

come by TTAV radicalism.

- means of a jeint executive

But this beginning of a very necessary
ess opens the way 10 co-operation on
2 whole number of levels, Teacher
Action, a rank-and-file group in the
VSTA 1s calling for joint membership
meetings on the regional level. So 100
is the loner Suburban Group of the VSTA.
These joint initiatives will be very
important in paving the way for a real
and complete fusion, breaking down
prejudices between the two sectors of
teachers. Joint tickets for general
representative 1o the Teachers Tribunal
and other questions are important in the
short term, But only complete unity of
the unions can build the strength necess-
ary for teachers to win battles against

an intransigent Liberal State Government
and Education Department.

A conference 1o discuss the problems of
igrant workers has been called for the

weekend of November 3-4, Among the

initial sponsors of the conference are the

| Builders Labourers' Federation, the

| Amalgamated Metal Workers' Union,
‘the NSW Teachers Federation, the

Coast Trades and Labor Council, the
and the Inner-city Education Alliance.

Emopiu, agenda, and other details

conference are v{et to be decided.

A tentative suggested list of topics has

Y already been produced, The list
includes the following topics:

* Migrant Workers and Unions — the
role of migrant committees in unions,

 the need for unions to fight for special
needs of migrants,

#* Migrant Workers and Social Security:
The health, social services, and
unémpioyment problems peculiar to
migrants,

- # Migrant Workers and Australian
Politics, The role of migrants in
] Australian soclety and political bodies,
§ the relation of migrants with local,

| State and Federal governments,

* Migrants and Education: This is

divided into ti;ﬂ cﬁ?&xfﬂﬂj the educa-
. n n and the

of learning English by adults, ke

§ The first meeting of sponsors will be
held on Saturday August 20 at the

Sydney Trades Hall,
the conference

Further inform 1tion

After nine weeks th
Broadmeadows car-
ended in a defe:

The organisers of
wvelcome suggestions.

can be obtained
- Viri

i orants Conference, C
Migrants Cc ) AW

12 sirike at Ford's
assembly plant has
1t for the strikers.

The strike was one of the longest 1o
recent years in t

company had de
strike as an attempt to smash the grow-

ing militancy
facing rapid erosion of wages due to
high inflation.

he car industry. The
liberately chosen this

shown by workers cume ntly

The strike was not defeated simply on
the basis of Ford's better organisation
and resources, but as pant of a process
of a sell-out by the leadership of the
Vehicle Builders Employ )
the Amalgamated Metal Workers' Union
together with ACTU president Bob
Hawke's interventions to ngettle” the
strike,

-ees’ Union and

Despite the tremendous amount of
popular support, the strikers were
literally starved into submission by the
employers. The support came from
widely differing sectors of the commu-
nity, including militant workers,

v

Workers demonstrate o

radical students and migrant communit-
ies,

Money flswed into the strike fund from
collections on job sites and campuses,
Broadmeadows City Council voted to
give $1000 to the strikers living in its
area, But the strike fund could only
provide each worker with $20 a week,
The Ferd employees, particularly the
néw migrants, were just unable to
survive on that small amount [or such
a long time,

There was little action taken by the
union leadership to consolidate and
broaden the strike, They also failed to
respond to Ford's escalation of the dis-
pute, The company used the strike as
an excuse for laying off about 1600
workers at its Geelong plant, There
was not real response to this from the
union leadership.

The end of the sirike came at a mass
meeting of 1000 srikers at Broadmead-

ows |
l.l:.k.' [ Lil.'-_'l?'il.'*:'i Q

sns BEVER

renen Hall of v 23. They met Lo

on &4 res o
of the A rbitration
Moore, W ho &'Lil.'l
heir wage claims
pob Hawke
sut their

{rom the president
Commission, Judge
he would decide on |
if they returned (O W
ed the workers 1O |
bosses' court.

OTkK .

also urg
faith in the
¢ unicn afficials recom-
on of this offer, the

iy been done. Most
ost [aith In the strike

thirds majority to

A 11:‘]0'!15'!1 th
ed a rejectd
damage had alreac
of the strikers had |
and voted by a two-
return O W OTK .

Ironworkers Strike

BY SOL SALBY

me nd

The long campaign for a minimum OVEer
over-award payment by BHP workers has
has ended with the company's offer
being ac cepted.

The company's offer of §9.50 over-
award payment and a productivity pay-
ment fell short of the 518,50 for which
the workers campaigned. The attitude
of the Broken Hill Pty Co Ltd has been
characterised by extreme intransigénce.
RHP threatened to de-register the
warious unions and union branches
involved in the strike, All together

11 unions were named in BHF's applica-
tion for de-registration to the NSW
State Industrial Commission.

The tactics used by the unions to

achieve their aims was that of th
rolling strike. During the weeks in

il

utside Ford plant at Broadmeadows during strike

which the campaign was on, workers
at the steel works in Port Kembla
Newcastle and Sydney went on al.rli]--.-;-
on different days of the week, on each
occasion for 24 hours, Thus on a
typlcal week Newcastle's 14, 000
workers struck on Tuesday, Port
Kembla's 16, 000 struck on Wednesday
and Sydney's 2500 on Thursday ., :

Hﬂljiljg 1_-ti'|LU:E }"l‘.-rt an Uh‘h"llﬁlu_'r a d..r:.l =h

tage. The wages lost by the workers
are only those of a day while the

. o 4 11 /| 1 +
company's operation in being disrupted

over three days and its ability to co-

ordinate operations is severely reduced,

The impact on BHP on this occasion
was clearly noticeable,

D}_utpul of steel at BHP's plants at Port
Kembla and Newcastle fell sharply

durin 1 € |
ing the month of June, resulting in

Australian Financlal Review
curtailment of production 0
Was
solely to the efforts of the strih]:: 1
O | 5

was also affected by power
cu
by the NSW Government, by

The rolling strike campaign wasn'y
carried out consistently, with BHP
being granted a reprieve of a forn|
under the threats made to the unjon
officials with regard to the d

e-registry
tion, 5 &1 (B

Even if the rolling strikes ¢

had been ca rriedgﬂut cﬂﬂih:::ﬁignnd
thoroughly it would have still m}:;;
likely resulted in a failure as the
paign still lacked the nemmw*u‘;iaf;b

THE

Furthermore, a rolling strike takesa
lot longer to affect the employers and
under some circumstances, it may nut’
affect them at all, Ata time when the
the demand for steel is on the rise 3
complete shut-down may have had g
much stronger impact and forced BHP
to concede to the workers' demands,

The compromise offer suggested

NSW Industrial Commissg}g:uf wﬁysume
represents a serious failure of the cam-
paign. The offer is not a new increase
It is a replacement of the old bonus -
system, a system which has been used
25 a weapon agalinst the workers,

The responsibility for the decision

¢ Other [srae); edited by Arie Bober;
ew York 1972, 264 pp;

rback s 195
[lﬂ is pwh:w is reprinted by permission
from palestine Forum ).

, occasion of the twenty-Iiith
?:n:}.::r::n ofl 1he Slate of lsmael the
prime Minister, Cough "'r"l"h"ll'l;‘lmr_
Jdd.rts.ﬂld 4 celebration !-nm:i:-ng in Lhe
sydney Town Hall, Whitlam told the
awmb]cd Zionist supporters thit the
Libor Government :.u;'-pc'rlt"d unocondi=-
rionally [sracl's right 1o cxist,

was nothing new about Whitlam's

Therc i
The Australian Labor

defence of Isracl.
Party, along wil
rurl'ws clsewhere,

h social-demo-ratic
has been among the

staunchest supporters of the Zionist cause
One only Ikis 1o remember the role -
played by Libor leader H. V., Evitt at the
United Mations. Evatl was the president

of the Cencral Asembly of the UN when
the decision 1o divide Palestine inlo two
stiales ook place, The helpful role

|ﬂ'.i'yt.'d by him has heéen gritefully acknow-
!udgud by the Zionlsts on many occasions,

The ALP is not an excueplion inlenstion-
.l”"':. Social-democratic and labor
parties have waditionally accepled the
myth of 4 "socialist" lsracl,

In this light the appearance of The Other
]_-.tr.wl — the Radical Case Againsi
Zionism is most welcome, This hook
cdited by lsrmeli revolutionary Aric Bobor
is a collection of statements isued by the
Isracli Socialist Organisation and articles
W ritlen by its members during the past
five ycars, The militants of the Lsmel
Socialist Organisation, beiler known by
the title of its publication Maupen
(compass), lnve heen the only people

in Israel 10 present a socialist analysis of
the Zionist sLile.

The Israeli focialist Organisation was
founded in 1961 by four dissident
members of the Maki (Miflaga Kommu-
nistit lsmiclit - the Commumist Party ol
Israc]) who disagreed with the pa riy's
"!w.q.:rl'u'l transition 1o socialism®™ view,
T'hL'\; wierne J'lJ'It!l.‘lJ |‘H_. olther inde < ndent
revoluionarices and members of the old

are sworn 1o 'cleanse the nation' of
‘defeatists'. 15O members are harassed
in their jobs and have aften lost them.
People passing out leaflets or hawking
Matzpen in the universities and on the
strects were regularly antacked, and the
material hias sometimes been burned in
ceremonial gauo-de-fe, The organisi-
tion has been forced 10 defend its
meetings against physical articks from
OT g nised ROONS, - . -

A SOCIALIST ISRAEL?

But, The Other lstael is more than a
listing of repression and victimisation.
The whole Palestine-lsrael question is
put in an historical perspective, Zionist
socicty is being analysed in the conlext
of a colonial sertler state, The book is
particularly severe in demolishing s0
mamy of the popular myths about [srael.

From the point of view of Australia's
Libor leaders the most damaging
chapters concern lsrael's trade unions
and Zionism's other red flags, the
kibbutzim movement, the national-
owned seclor of the economy, and the
Labor ideology.

The lsraeli Labor Party is quite a differ-
ent kind of party than either ils Ausl-
ralian, New Zealand and British name-
sakes. ..1n fact the only things they
chare are the name and membership of
the Socialist International, an historical

Jaom T

RAEI. REVIEWED BY SOL SALBY PN

Hawke with Histradrut official

The Histadrut, whose full name wed to
be Ha-Histadrut Ha-Klalit shell Ha-
Ovdim Ha-lvryim Be-Eretz Israel (The
Generil Federation of Hebrew Workers

in the Land of [srael) is a national wade
union, In 1966 the word Hebrew was
dropped although the Histadrut still

re {uses 1o accept Arab workers [rom the
occupied territories into its ranks, The
Histadrut always put national interests
hefore workers' interests, Its capitalistic
interest has been exemplified by the
activity of its construction company
Solel Boneh in helping build luxury
hotels in Africa and US bases in Turkey.

The Histadrut's role in Israeli society is
wider than just construction and

industrial production, The bureaucracy
run by the Histadrut inclpdes a full time
staff of 30,000, All finances for local
gnion activities are provided from the
centre, There is no collection of union
dues directly from the membership. As
the Histadrut is the biggest employer in
the country its role as boss means that
strikes against itself are impossible,
Even strikes against other employers are
limited by the meagre size of the strike
fund.

The part played by the myths of workers'
control and cwnership does not exlst in

a vacuum, They exist in the atmosphere
of Israel's great labor ideology, ‘in
particular the ideology developed by the
left-wing Zionist Ber Borochov.

-
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must be placed squarely on the
SlhD'I.].ldE.rS of l_he union officials and the Trotsky ist group. relic of the Second International, {t is in the analysis of left Zionism that
e Tabor Councl John Machaas, The Other Israel provides its most
and Labor Council, John MacBean, ZIONISM AND ANTI-ZIONISM Neither the composition, origin, nor the valuable contribution.
e o ey ol YOS programme of the Israel Labor Party arc
After the 5}"{111E:Y workers voted in favor Onc of the muain nolions pul forward in working class. It is a party of the Ziop- One of the most conyincing i ndications
e the BHP ob'er i The Other [srac! is the onc conccrning ist establishment not the working of the reactionary nature ; left Zionisn
workers in Wollongong rejected it over- the political spectran in lsmel, The people, The groups which formed the {s given in 2 q,, éram David Hacohen,
whelmingly, these officials threw con- division isn't between left and right bul Labor parry itself are members of the . Labor party leader, who ad e
fusion into the ranks b'f iufﬁfminﬂ the between Zionist and il ,_{'mnm; Jewish Agency. They share this member- party conference sev: earhg
C«"*Pim“ﬂ Dt ot 7 poi =4 Despite all their tactical dilicrences Lhe ship with the extreme right-wing pariies
where e e o Zionist "lef” and the Zionist "right” arc of Zionism. The Jewish Agency 1S the T had to fight my friends oa the
G m:ljaril}' 2 mike:ﬁ decld 1'._1”!.1.-»'-”]‘.:!1[.-':”"’, in - E‘E.'L'\'H'EL":'!II' Neither QFEJ|§H:\”§¢“3} backbone of Zionism. issuc of JL"f-lt.h tocialism, to defend e
taue e e questions Uie exislence of a colonial It is the body which dispenses the fact that I would not accept Arabs in
D e o ety e e mate i the M £t Neither - nances e St Bodfla s priaching o o
i i i % LN L LS = > 1 | . L e o jg = L L) IS = LIl I !
g = B 25 ::li.;hi ;::c“u"*rptnl-:!.st:; -1.*1‘: T‘Ll 'r‘l I.I13c-:;::?4;:.h”- is L.*1u;hc‘-r-r'~gh;:-1; |:1.':'J;£ri'-.L'<‘;'1'rr.I‘-.'iiHC-.".;‘. E_wL— 11 _;4. ’} b :',C’ft.‘:i,“': :~1 de u.d an t TR
o i g mmmigﬂ people out L;’ their conntry. Their dis- (Over § million are collected a nnually that we stood guards at archards to ! R -:;1
took place. Aprecments arc limited 1o the question in Australia alone which has a very prevent Arab workers from getiing a job i 'f
. .J?.,_-n.,_-'.ﬂw y i, what is the best wa) small jc-.-.'1~lv_,'_—.:]*u!-HiGEl]I. In the pe ‘_‘“‘f‘ there, , . To pour kerosine on Arab :r' -'*'.r'
M‘SBE||a“eous wﬂrkers of oppressing the Palestinians, SInce J'.'-'nﬂ*‘ 15-'“-_' t]‘-:ﬁ L*b.u_ f.‘-.'ff‘i ]-*i”lh 1'. T_\wm,n-?c.:.; 1 J.n:ula Jewish !m:'u;.c.h ives '*J
I i pated in a ROVELL LS o ;:i Ihiuffl _ :Tm’ ’ in the mln}.utb and !»m‘t-f]l_the ;r:l:: eggs o BT
Flght I:Ul' wage Rlse The concrete cxperience of the 150 has sharing the leh‘l..]rx.tﬂl';n |1I_ LF'I';L.T:‘!j.‘:*..:'.: nh‘f.'.H;I{_ﬁ i:*-;_u?m.:w F{_r?hf'. _‘_‘:,t gai’f‘:ﬁ.l e
confirmed this View. More than any Herut, 2 party .x._m_u.‘.i.-\ nly < b-?at_l|_:|u.- the Keren Kaymet (the Jew f"n : l""“r' 8
her organisation the 15O and the seyeral itse Lf to be fascist and was rfﬁp_...:t ¢ Fund) that sent Hankin to E_u.u.r. ‘o b,,w" Y g5
L N b2 Gll' ~ffs [rom it have been made the for the massacre at Delr Tassin, land from the absentee effendi (landlords) B
ek "‘i ictimisation and P‘“‘ﬁf‘:unch and to throw the {allahin (peasants) off '
Members of the NSW branch of the targe! 'i "H;orm.{lmn_ e role played by the parties and and Ko O o buy dorens of dunams S
orkers Union gince Lthelr c*:‘g:-.r:i:s.1li0nj of the Zionist leit 15 3 (about one quarter of an acre) from an i
deliberate ope, They have 10 entice the Arab is permitted, but to sell, God , ,fE

Federated Miscellancous W
have initiated a campaign for a8
a week wage rise,

The union private-sector diviston cover J ey £ ralled for
s of June 1967 when 1h€ : S lieant As the members
16, 000 Cleatietny care-takers, s ' ] ediate withdrawal from the occupied paradise”. ""‘.’ the 111;.7_“'?%:": of 1Ih’¢ : 4 &
drivers and night watchmen. y 20 L Since the war howe ver, Israeli Socialist Organisation pointed oul do all that was not easy. And déspite
territores. < ' a long time Ago, this has been 3 the fact that we did it — maybe w2 h.-;l‘?l
no choice — I wasn't "happy about it',

members of the union went @0 & ZJIl-'h"W
strike in response to the ern_plweﬂ
refusal to grant a Wage claims

About 1200 members attended a miss
meeting at Redfern Oval on that day.
They heard two long-winded I‘EI:W“-
The first was given by the union'$
Federal secretary, Ray Gifbllﬂlt-
Gietzelt's report was descri

1 The Zionist cstablishment hat been 2
gnited 1D its attack upon the I'ISD begin-
ning immediately after the six-day war

7ionist policies has grown
nd more people are
Aware

gpposition 1@
within the country 3
drawn into 2 radical position.
of this development Matzpe
have conducted a campaig! TE]
sentation, misquotation _.md cha TH‘L'.:
4sg1ssination in the media, the Knessc
(lsmel's Parliament) and even i the

ety - The latel iMatzpen' has been
yolces even

.Lppl icd 1o J

nyenc who :
gm of Israch policy and 15

n's cpponents
3 of misrepré-

leaders and membership of lefr-wing
organisitions 1broad into considering
lsracl to be the workers' "socialist

commeon trick of the Zionists, Even
be fore the foundation of the State of
[srael the Jewish Agency made sure
hat its emissaries 1o the United States
were right-wing J

ist backgrounds, To the USSR they
asually seal members of the Mapam
(extreme left-wing party of Zicnism ).
Today the Israelis send left-wing
idealogues to Cuba. They have even
cent dark skinned Jews 10 Africa.

Jews with strong ca pital-

forbid, one Jewish dunam %o an Arab
is prohibited; 1o take Rothschild, the
incarnation of capitalism,
and to name him the 'henefactor® = o

There are many other expositions of the

Zionist mythology in The Other Israel
of high interest. The interest is not
limited to the labor movement, This

is 2 valuable book in‘exposing the total
part of it.

Zionist propaganda not Just &

subsequent speaker as resembling & ‘:‘D:“' mildieritici G

puter print-out, He listed the A IR i1y linked with the word AEIEAUAT _

the vaplous awards & h Jgrc-cm¢n“ :m : I} (nd raitortess M. Bar-On, Thus the Zionist vleft” has managed PALESTINE
e fanat st nt of the hoodwink mamny Labor

eyery single employEr. A Eﬂﬁﬂ“‘: ™
outlined some individual cases o
stubborn employers and thelir atte

mpts 2

use sca b labor,

ave the ‘:mqu#

outh departme
amd former chiel educa-

{ the Istacli anmy,

head of the y
Jew ish AREIC)

(ional officer ©
diclared in the March 3l
yediot Aha ronoti

N zpen 18 nothing more than 4 g3 ng

1971 issud of

successfully 1@ v ;
supporters inte believing thelr prop
There are Wo maii
the myu r
the "ideology of labor".

In discussing the cl

aganda,
instruments they use:
i of the workers! economy and

458 nature of Israeli

FORUM

A monthly newspaper on the
Palestinian struggle, Published
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repudiated’, that 'inflation has increased

to intolerable proportions; that 'the
monetary system 1is tottering dramati-
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Right-wing reaction came (o 4 head on
june 29 when about 100 members of the
second army regiment staged an abortive

coup which resulted in five leaders of
Patria y Libertad secking asylum in the
Ecuadorian embassy in Santiago.

On June 30 Allende requested Congress
to extend the already existing state of

A UPI dispatch on July 8 said the plan
will include:

uStrengthening of the authority of the :
executive branch in o conomic, peliticd
2nd administrative matters.

#Economic austerity in order to confront

the inflationary spiral, which red
163 per cent last year.
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with state control over the marke

essential goods,"

BY FRANS TIMMERMAN

Five thousand angry demonstrators
geeted Portugal's Premier Marcello
Caetano in London on July 15. The
demonstrators were protesting the visit
by this dictator whose regime ds respon=-
sible for the barbaric wars against the
liberation fighters in the Portuguese
colonies of Guinea-Bissau, Angola and
Mommbique.

Portugal maintains about 175,000 troops
in its colonies in order to suppress the
popular independence organisations
which now control large areas of these

June from the Spanish Missionary F

Society of Burgos.

has reached its extreme limit'; and that implement, within a month, & DEW | g B ® ] 5
"4 minority has attempted to impose an lemergency plan' that Iwill require great A
ideological schema and a programme gacrifice and effort, which we all have : rl |s ro es s SR |

The report alleges that Portuguese
soldiers and security police shot, burned,
beat and mutilated more thao 400
villagers on December 16, 1972 at
Wiriyamu in Mozambique, The
villagers were suspected of sympathising
with Frelimo, the Front for the Libera-
tion of Mozambique.

Hastings listed the names of 133 of the
victims and said that survivors slipped
away {rom the yillage after dark and

gaye their story 1o the Burgos mission-

aries.

ed to get through occupied a press their case for a wage boost, To
ﬂ%‘ﬁ"n ggins Avenue, right in the add to the irony, the 'bourgeois' opposi-
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oved h?whiclﬁ?m &mlngd of Mining and Labor for violating the
ttack wounde onstitutional ri i )
LT RESSE e 2
%ﬁ# headquarters of the

an ocratic Party. 'fI‘he point is that, while the reactionary
orces are "supporting” the strike, the

& ce of the miners convulsed "Marxists" are busy protecting the :
S bc:gn!. lsf:tl the 16th there interests of the capitalist system — for

a clash een left and right-wing Chile is a capitalist country and the

calonies,

Two of the Burgos priests, Martin Hernan~ .
dez and Alfonso Valverde, who supported 1
the allegations, have been imprisoned by s
the Portuguese authorities in Lourenco

, Marques on unspecified charges “relating
to the security of the state,™ In fact,
they bad attempted to report other
agocities in the colomy .

The crowd of protestors, which included

several prominent Labour Party

members, marched from Hyde Park to

| the Portuguese embassy, chanting

| slogans on the way, The next day,
:::;;1 h“n'ﬁ”f_d people demonstrated

| s € an officlal dinner honoring

| “dtlano at the Royal Naval College.,
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