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EDITORIAL

———————

LIFT THE BA

ON THE LIGUE GO

¢ 28 the Freuch Council of
Ministers, following the recemrnlcnd-
stion of the Minister of the Intenor
Marcellin, banned the Ligue
Communlste, the French section of
the Fourth International, the world
Trotskyist organisation. Alain
Krivine, the gen€ ral secretary of
the Ligue, and central commitice
member Pierre Roussel have been
arrested and warmranits have been
issued for the amest of other Ligue

leaders,

On Jun

The attack on the French Trousky-
iets is an attack on the entire French
left and workers' movement. The
right to political organisation and
activity is a basic democratic right
nd if the Pompidou Government
succeeds in suppressing the Ligue
Comm uniste it will bee ncouraged 1o
move against other sectars of the
working class movement.

The most €ncoUraging aspect of the
gituation is the widespread supporl
received by the Ligue Communiste,
Almost the entire left in France
inclyding the Communist 2 nd Socialist

N L

- }'li'!"

i’} I ALA

a5 Ly

O THE

COMMUNI
' LEAGUE

parties and the major trade union

to the ban, irrespective of political
differcnces they may have with the

Trotskyists, International solidarity
has also been forthcoming includ-

ing from Australia,

In order to "camauflage" its attack

on the Ligue Communiste, the
Government simultapeously banned

false “zmmr.l:q'" coniuses nobody.
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Picket in New York

groups have expressed their opposition

the neo-fascist Ordre Nouveau, This

au's special relationship
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MMUNISTE

with Marcellin's palice 1s well known
and will no doubt be unaffected by
any formal ban. All the evidence
points 10 the Government using

the Ordre Nouveau Lo set the stage
for the outlawingot the Trotskyistss

The outlawing of the Ligue
Communiste followed clashes be-
rween police 4nd anti-fascist demon-
straturs on June 21. The demonstr-
ators were protesting the blatantly
provocative meeting in Paris that
night which Ordre Nouveau had
called as part of its campaign against
immigrant (especially Arab)

workers, Ordre Nouveau 15

notorious in France for its anti-
semitic and xenophobic propaga nda
and agitation and its attacks on the
labor movement and there was

great pressure from the left and
anti-racist groups for the
Government (o enforce its own law
forbidding racist propaganda and

ban the provocative Ordre Nouveau
meeung.

Whea the Government refused, the
Ligue Communiste and other left
groups organised a counter-demons-
tration, Clashes developed with the
police, who were protecting the
meeting and with the well-armed
thugs of the Ordre Ivouveau.

uniste and the jailing of Krivine

and Rousset in “"democratic" France
is all the more serious in the context
of other attacks in the last few years
on the Trotskyist movement internat-

ionally. There have been the bans
on entry into numerous countries of
well known leaders of the Fourth

[nternational such as Errest Mandel
1

Tarig Ali, and others, apart from
the imprisonment, torture and
repression carried out by more
openly dictatorial regimes,

It is vital that the ban on the Ligue
Communiste be rescinded and that
its imprisoned leaders be released
The broadest campaign of inter- '
national solidarity must be déevel-

oped, The Socialist Workers League

;?PFHL‘;I.IE 1o all sections of the

Australian left and labor movement

to express their solidarity with the

Ligue Communiste in its struggle to

regain its legality and free its

leaders, We ask that protests against
the repression be lodged as widely as
P-%&lbiu with French consular s;;l'[ic::"
in order to show the French Go 'cn'm:c i
that the cutlawed revolutionists are 7

not alone and that its repressive

measures have not gone unnoticed

abroad,

LIFT THE BAN ON TH
COMMUNISTE ! s

FREE KRIVINE AND ROUSSET!

Ph 477306 (John)

Reaction to Ban

in Australia

BY DAVE HOLMES

1 of the Ligue Commun=
h a quick respanse by
f the Australian left.
held outside
ymercial offices

nd Brisbane on

The dissolutior
{ste brought fort
4 wide section ©
Emergency pickets were
French consular and con
in Melbourne, Sydney a
July 3 and again on July 13.

3 picket In Sydney was held out-

side the French consulate in the heart of
the city, Some 35 people Fu.irth:tp:l.tc_d
including representativis from most of
the city's le ft-wing organisations =

the Socialist Workers Leag ue (SWL) a nd
the Socialist vrouth Alliance (SYA) (the
Australian sympathising groups of t!}e
Fourth International), the Communist
League, the Socialist Labour Leag ue _.md
the Young Socialists, and a member 1rom
the Communist Party of Australia (CPA).
A delegation comprising representallves
from all the participating groups p
a joint statement of opposition Lo
on the Ligue to the French consul and
expressed their intention to build a broad
campaign to press for the lifting of the
ban, The picket was held for over an
hour during the evening rush period.
Placards carried by the demonstrators
included: Stop the Re pression in France,
Lift the Ban on the Ligue Communiste,
and Release Alain Krivine.

The July

resented
the ban

The July 13 picket in Sydney ga ined

TV coverage. The 6. 30 pm Channel 7
news that night opened with a one minute
coverage of the action clearly showing

the placards and stating that the protest
was against the banning ofa 'communist
faction" in France.

In Melboume on July 3 some 20 people

To Protest Ban

BY CAROLINE LUND

E:léu'l‘f . i.“ Paris a mass meeting was

Frupal: defence of civil liberties in

P'fuﬁle". Between 10,000 and 15,000

(_‘I[ [jf L ;*[Ll.".‘ﬁd{_-d. ﬂ'h'_'- WO mas ; ‘__.
3 1;_'1'3;{.“ .lhlrl: Communist P.}il:.tl-1;:llE’i;- :

m‘LE.!-i:;:- "}tujéﬂl.it_ _P'E‘rh." {5}}], and the ;
[J:;I.ed Lg.{de‘umun federations partici
civil iibcrl-gtn".j”y called in defence ::-1
Cov rties in general, following the
overnment crackdown on th > 1 ng T
Communiste it became more aHE
s Nnare

Protest agains and more
2 against the dissolutic
1-’%“&'. I "ilh-'-']l.ﬂl'—"l': (] 1]||'
i 15 1s the first time in recent
3 -, S TR D IMeCent v
t}“_ LF"““"”“““H Party has openly d '
1t democratic rights Jpenly delend
. BLLE O] '.|'5-||_ |.'. e C

Picket outside French Consulate

MEETI

of Ligue Communiste

S.TC‘-'P THE REPRESSION IN FRANCE.
LIFT THE BAN ON THE LIGUE CO.‘»IHUHISTEL
FREE ALAIN KRIVINE AND PIERRE RD‘LISSET',

Il-..lilx':::cll%‘jf orzitprl:«lt:-..‘-l"" f'”_l“"”"“"" ing the m'_"“.mg' =
gue, mmunist Party of Australia, Soc ialist Labour League,
SF'.'..‘['_rlci].lii F.i.'f[}' of Austr 11ia : Socialist '\}-I_...._-:] crs %iﬁl Yﬂ'lu'lh
Alliance and International group., e

B. i WadmaecHa
00 pm, Wednesday August 1, Main Hall, Trades

Mass Protest in Paris

demonstrated outside
Several grou s
of SWL, an f:gﬁ{iiipﬂmd
interviewed by the natio
programme PM. Mecll
interviewer what had ha
Ligue Communiste. andp
Labor L?uvc rmment should
campaign against its dlmrh? \n th
July~13 action in Melba uﬂw“
30 people who m:v.rt:}:uzt:lI':“‘:::E i
Square to Air France, Tk ™ Ths
groups included almost alletr
organisations including the o
Party of Australia and the Saif
of Australia (SPA)., The i
covered by ABC-TV, - b/

Small pickets were | 3
July 3 and 13 Gutsid;etl]fni; .
Consulate and involyved sﬁhﬁ
Communist League and, j 10 SVA, ¢
instance, the Cﬂmmuniit “F:r: !

[t is encouraging that
groups to the lctgt of thuelnl‘.::-tu:?ﬂ&
responded to the outlawing of Aol
Comm uniste whatever mj bgtbeum
political differences, It i:r:]m&h
hoped tl_:.lt le.[t-wing activists { ol
Party will participate in thed;?e: Bt
e

'I_'hcks'lmnd of the Communist P2
aj.;gmhcant. As well as taki rl}‘h‘
in .1rlimited way, in the actl;smrﬁj ! "
carried a report of the gttack o
on the Ligue Communiste in the :
Lsisue of itsljﬂptr,'fribune. Nati 8
ecretary Laurie Aarons i
the CPA national Execu;if-l:udk:th
the ban and called for pmtt;l‘.s to be
to ﬂ.'ie French Embassy by labor :nﬁ.m
racist and civil liberties grozps,

in Sdee',', jﬁh‘ }

NG

i i et

Commurnist

League, S0€ld

s Hall, Goulburn sp, Sydoey

F"lumm

muniste or any of the grou
of French Stalinism.

[he breadth of the defencs 1’llz'll.l.:lhl'.’:"

surprise to the Government ¥

doubt L:\.Pﬁlitﬂd

from the mass working class .
:‘:1'-._ 1 kers alt the FJ“'ﬁn’ [prcmn[hﬂ uﬂﬂ
omponents ol the Union o

well as civil liberties orgall

\lbert Detrae, leader of the cocﬂtﬂ’

(Confederation Francal
du Travall = frcnch Dem

a far gmaller red .

ed maj®

- g |

fede 1.if'i~."t'| ol ],.Ib":r}l thc "-*n‘ la[t’d':

110 icdern 11100 i“ [Jr;]l'I-C'-:r dLClt '}.i’
(ace to face with the resi

ition by the GLﬂFﬂntﬂl-‘n !
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BY JON ROTHSCHILD

nThe world today is being swept by a
rofound drift toward tyranny, We are

wholly dedicated to preserving liberty.

The defence of liberty requires firmness,

Thus did Georges Pompidou, French
President and heir to the mantle of
Gaullism, try to justify the suspension of
one of the most basic democratic rights
— the right to form a political party.

On June 28 the French Council of
Ministers, acting on the recommendation
of the notorious pro-fascist Minister of
the Interior Raymond Marcellin, out-
lawed the Ligue Communiste, French
section of the Fourth International,

On the same day, the regime ordered
the state security court to issue warrants
for the arrest of known leaders of the
Ligue. In the early morning hours of
June 29 sixty-five apartments in and
around Paris were raided by cops who
broke down doors and ransacked houses
looking for Ligue leaders. The dragnet
managed to snare about a dozen persons,
seyeral of them members of the Ligue's
central committee,

Among those seized was Alain Krivine
the Ligue's general secretary. He wasl
taken into custody in the evening of
June 29 and has been charged under the

fanti-wrecker" law with rc*.:pomihilit'-,'
Ior violent incidents that '."'n.:l.:"l':T"k'-LJ an
ix 21 durinp clash between st =
IAECIst d ONswa vl nd |"{‘!Hl_ who
il tecting a fascist meeting af the

|.|:|:'.i_1.| |‘i‘-'-. ahti=
FCC KN
r law. ¢ 0 . be charged with

I ] i . ; "
I.I...!| v o vialen I.|.|.I'|'|..I1|."‘:

Pierre Roussel, a

meémbe I the Ligus C Srmmuniste
I]'~ atral committee, His crime was (o
lave been present ln the Ligue's head-
quarters 1 June 22 when it wias ran-
sacked by police,
[f'L-I'l the regime's repression has not pro-
,}“"‘_L_' | pe l, LT T .'-'-l ‘:"‘-‘““‘;'-'I organisafions
: declare I themselves opposed to the
.;1.1-\1..::!:.1 I-;.. slidarity r.il|_'l tl_h-‘ Ligue,
Menls ," § ATty have issued state-
g Pl _I._, of the 11g'._|1.:’:- democria=
Lgnt nd have acted on those
MAaléEmaent
iL Was undi .I].'i.'.th_. this iiiiti-"- 5“|:'|-}"_’rt

o "I‘I "‘- -‘-l 'b-;"!'

e Tl g
ey

F i,

that induced the regime on June 30 to
release all the Ligue members arrested
in the June 29 dragnet with the except-
ion of Krivine.

In an attempt to make the banning of
the Ligue appear just and reasonable,
the regime simultaneously outlawed the
neo-fascist group Ordre Nouveau (New
Order). The ban is window dressing.
There is no reason to believe that the
special relationship Ordre Nouveau has
maintained with the cops will alter.

In fact, that special relationship was
iwself at the root of the June 21 events.

For some time Ordre Nouveau had been
trying to mobilise the French population
against "wildcat (illegal) immigration. "
Using typically racist and anti-Semitic
rhetoric, these fascists had succeeded on

several occasions in provoking assaults on
As part of this cam-

immigrant workers.
paign, they scheduled a "mass" meeting
for June 21, to be held in the Mutualite

in Paris.

All the leftist and anti-racist groups in
France demanded that the regime enforce
its own laws forbidding racist agitation
and ban the Ordre Nouveau meeting.

The Government refused.

In light of government inaction, the
Ligue Communiste and a number of other
far-left uiganimtiom-l:-. Cause du Peuple
(People's Cause), Revolution, the
Alliance Mamxiste Reyolutionaire (Revo-
L .-"I.”i.ﬂil.'f]l and five
lled for a dermnonsiral=
ist meeting. Dther
g the S0C ialist
and the

lutionary Ma rxls
ather ';fk"L'il"_" -
icn 1o l_.'-l'*."h‘:'!it the [asc
organisations, includix
Party, the Communist Party,
ma jor trade-union {ederations — all of
which had asked the re gime to ban the
Ordre Nouveau meeting — WEre invited
to cosponsor the demonstration, but they
declined to do §0.

Ordre Nouveau's usual practice w hen
holding public assemblies has been [0
turn the meeting hall into an armed
camp. This time was no different. In
the morning and early afternoon of
june 21, the fascists began delivering
weapons to the Mutualite, Truck_-]oads
of people drove up and unloaded iron
bars, sticks, and molotoy cocktails.

who were present, merely
oning in effect asa
he Ordre

The police,
observed, functi
defence guard e¢nabling t
Nouveau goons to turm

a fortress,
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anti-immigration meeting itsell was
Despite an energelic prop

.I!l'.i ;l‘:-".' ';,':l'i:\t!-,lr-

a failure.
ganda campaign
meeting hall with a seating capacily
several thousand, not more than 1,
persons showed up. Some reports
indicated the turnout might have
as small as 500,

ocunter-demonstraiion

The anti-fascist C
as high as 4,000

was estimated as bein
strong. Anticipating that the Ordre
Nouveau goons W ould be armed, many
of the counter-demonstrators wore
helmets and carried stic ks for defending
themselves in confronting the fascisis,
The Gaullist regime ha d maobilised more
olice to defend the racist
who earlier in the
Etl..:l-.li':'l ntee=

than 2,000 p
The cops,
ad functioned as guards,
fascists the opportunity to arm

themselves, formed up in the evening

were Arabs,

Georges Pom pidou

#

ce lines to protect the outnum-=

At about 8,00 pm s0me
between the counter-
police, As police
hers escalated in
strators fought back,
fighting spread 1o various

{ the Latin Quarter,

bered fascists,
clashes broke out
demonstrators and
attacks on the marc
intensity, the demon
Before long,
other sections ©

icades were built,
for more than four
time many incidents

In some places barr
The fighting lasted

the Mutualite into
5 hours, during which
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them regqulr 1 | «
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e Monde reported on June 23 that al
[y demonstrators had been taken O
police headgquarters June 21 for identily
checks; twenty-one Ol those were turned
oyer to magistratcs for possible prosecu-

[on.

The June 26 Le Monde published a report

rresls ma de '.JL'.','U!'.‘; Lo \'| 1shes.,

Qn i.‘!"-'l." dikk

The list is a intere Til?:; one, Among
anti-fascist demons trators, four persons
WEIT < ]“LéT‘_s‘._;‘.J..‘-J with j”:.‘gj | pOsSEssivil ol

arms., Oddly enough, three of these

Abdel Salam Boulbayim,
-1 l.*n'-.::1{1-_.'-:;ie.-','mh-.ﬂd Moroccan, was
accused of having thrown sOme stones
with a slingshot; he pleaded not guilty
and was bound over for trial. Muhammed
Soyah, Alain Goubaux, and Hedie Khe (i

were also charged.

Among the Ordre Nouveau fascists, there
were many more arrests for "carrying
arms,” But the penalties handed down —
and this for people Weaught in the act’ —
were less than severe.

Cops Raid Headquarters

News of the June 21 clashes gave rise Lo

vigorous reacnons throughout France.
The fighting was the most extensive
since the May 1963 finight of the barri-
cades. ™ As will be seen, there is some
avidence that the police authorities and
the Minister oi the Interior deliberately
set up the situarion 5o that the police

would take inordinately high casualties
and so that this could serve as an excuse
to launch repression against the far left.

The first step in that repression occured
the morning after the demonstration. At
2bout 6,00 am on June 22 some 700 cOps
appeared in front of the building that
houses the Ligue headguarters.

building was surrounded and pelice
announced through speakers that they
intended to enter the headquarters.

At that time there were twenty- five
members of the Ligue present, This

CONTINUED ON PAGE.
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

amounted to the normal defence guard
left at the building each night and a few
extra marshalls who had come to protect
the headquarters from possible fascist
attacks., One of those present was
Pierre Rousset, the only central com—
mittee member on the scens.

The Ligue members decided to let the
cops in, When the police entered, they
announced that they had come to search
the place. They had no warrant of any
kind, When Roussel demanded his right—
recognised under Fra nch law — 10
accompany the police on the search,

he was refused, The mwenty-five Ligue
members were held in a room while the

< ransacked the headquarters, destroy-
ing literature, throwing typewriters on
the floor, and 50 on.

~ The police later announced that they
" had found "arms," These, as il turned
out, consisted of bars and sticks, and
some molotoy cocktails, In addition,
the police claim to have found two
hunting rifles and a hand grenade,
8§ The twenty-five Ligue members were

' taken to police headquarters. Fourieen
~ of them were charged with possession of
. arms. The others were released, Of
charged, thirteen were released the
following day, June 23, Pieme Rousset,
who is serving a ten-month suspended
sentence for allegedly camrying explosives
- {and who therefore has participated in
0o demonstrations and has not even
. -;ﬁ:‘ipat&d in street sales of Rouge,
~ formerly the Ligue's newspaper], was
-ﬁlﬁ in gaol, where he remains at last

B e
The Initial Reactions

~ On June 22, while the palice were occu-
pying the Ligue headquarters, various
“organisations began to express their
_ ,,g:ws on the previous night's events,
. The PSU(Parti Socialiste Unifie —
United Socialist Party) issued a
o communique expressing its "indignation
- atthe behavior of the forces of order
. toward the demonstrators who were
~ attempting to oppose the holding of the
~ macist meeting of the Ordre Nouveau
. .-__I_- "-M-H#Iih

“ i
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Mot content simply to tolerate a meet-
~ ing whose declared aim was to incite
_ macial hatred, the French Government

% mj(ﬂ its police forces the accomplices
T the fasclst gangsters,"

. The PSU turned its offices over to Alain

i © Krivine to hold a press conlerence at
© ' which he told reporters about the police
- occupation of the Ligue's headquarters,
" | Some of his remarks were reported in the
~ ~ June 24-25 issue of Le Monde. "Lt
. {the "search®) was totally illegal,™
Krivine said, "for the police ransacked
our offices without any witnesses, I'm
surprised they didn't '[ind’ machine
guns and tanks, , . The incidents that
took place (on June 21) are not the
main thing, The most impertant thing,
and the most serious, is thata Naai,
fascist, racist, apd anti-Semitic meet-
ing ook place right in the middle of

Paris. ) = :
protected by the regunc, throws some
light on the politics of the regime
itself. "

Also present al the press conference
in the PSU headquarters was
Rolant, :
bureau of the CFDT {Confederation
Frincalse Democratique
French Democratic Confederation of
Labor, the country's second largest
trade-union federation).
Rolant was queted as saying,
not believe in the politcs of molotov
cocktails. But
meeting against
is in itself a provocation,
that be must bear
the situation since
1 meeting. "

The June 24-25 Le Monde also quoted
the initiz] responses of several other
organisations to the June 21 events:

The Ordre Nouveau meeting,

Michel
2 member of the national

du Travail —

nThe CFDT,"
"does

the holding of a racist

the immigrant workers
The powers
the responsibility for
they authorised such

"It is appropriate 1o stress, ' declared
the Mouvement Contre le Racisme,
1'Antisemitisme, €L pour
ment Against Racism, Anti-Semitism,
and for Peace), "that under the protect-
jon of the police a xenophobic, racist,
anti-Semitic meeting took place in our
capital,
enacted just one year ago 10 TEpress such
undertakings. "

la Paix (Move-

in flagrant violation of the law

The Syndicat National des Enseignants
du Second Degre (SNES — National
Union of Secondary-School Teachers)
stated: "The Government rounded out
the Ordre Nouveau provocation by
placing the meeting under the protection
of the police force, ..

" The SNES denounces the police
violence and calls on all democrats 1o
observe the greatest vigilance and
united action against the fascist opera-
tions that are going on at the same time
that the regime is trying to strengthen
its authoritarian character."

Most significant was the initial response
af the Communist Party, The June 22
issue of the CP's daily 'Humanite laid
the main blame for the violence of
June 21 on the Govemment: ",..The
regime bears the main responsibility in
this business, It well knows that Ordre
Nouveau is a [ascist organisation that
includes helmeted and armed shock
troops, The Ordre Nouvean meeting
had an open xenophobic, racist character
and was therefore against the law,
‘f‘.’hﬂa it was aimed essentially at the
immigrant workers, it also gave vent to
anti-Semitic manifestations, Such a
meeting should have been banned, as
the left organisations asked. :

"By authorising the meeting and by
granting Ordre Nowviau police protection
the Government indulged in a dcli‘bumu-l
proyocation, :

The Alliance Marxiste Revolutionaire
{which is headed by Michel Pablo), one
of the sponsors of the June 21 :;1.';.-...|,r-.,fr_._-p_”L
demonstration, stated: "What is a
t-c‘illl:,].li! {to the cops) is that the French
police, known for their systematic ]

brutality, had
tors who
clubbed.
openly protecting 4

and fascist activists.
far-left must not fall into a
style! situation in which brawls become
ite main form of activity, but there 1s

no reason for it to accept the precepts

of 2 morality that implies
demonstrate and accept the
police and the fascists

to go up against demonsira-
\would not let themselves be

And this while they were
fascist meeting

The revolutionary
'Japanese-

that it should
blows of the
they protect.”

The OCI-A]S (Organisation Communiste
Internationaliste - Alliance des Jeunes
pour le Locialisme — Internationalist
Communist Organisation-Alliance of
Youth for Socialism,
groups) stated in a joint communique
that they "do not share

the
large extent the politi -a] errors commit

cd by the Ligue allowed the

the Lambertist

the politics of
ultraleftist organisations. ., To @

proyocation

Alain Krivine

to take place (but),..the OCI and the
A}S will not accept the attempt to place
on the same level the Hitlerite organisa-
tion :Dtdn: Nouveau and the Li.-ql.u_‘bl?a*:h.-
muniste, a workers organis ition like the
SP, the CP, the CGT (Confederation
Generale du Travail — General Confed-
eration of Labor, the country's largest
trade-union federation, dominated l‘-.y
t';r: ii:f?], the CGT-FO (Force C‘Li\Til?.r-':}r
g rraticon B i I
i
on Federation), the

OCI and the AJS, "

E:u\'[rcn l:lh‘- stalernents of the varlows unions
't'P.J ?Lc;_m-:n, while objecting to the

_‘|-._ .m.p, of the anti-fascist demonstrators

fﬁ‘-‘khicd the Governmen 1
e F"jll.t;ﬁ.‘ EL"'\.IL:T.IIU:II} alfiliated wo the

CGT announce .
innounced that it "condemns the

attachs £

:ulthh “mfl dggression committed by
L .x.l.&lgwupa and Individuals asainst
the police, attacks that struc) o

) & = - . 1 ; L.‘.L .:.
ITIhU- lirst-aid cars, But it (LS
tha 18 GO e rm 5 Lo
131 Li... LOovernment bears o heayw
responsibility in e . i
¥ in régard to these incident

BE o ties
= CAuge | Novw o 3
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lascist grouplet to take place."

it Ol IL_":-IEQE‘.:}”J;‘I i'!‘.] £

The CFDT's police fedemtion {ssued
statement in which it "denounces ﬂ;
attitude of state authorities who
authorising under a democratic ;Jmm
the holding of a meeting of an ope
fascist far-right movement in violation
of the July 1, 1972, law on the fight
against racism could oot have been
ignorant of the obvious risk that this
meeting entailed,

nsince Ehf}l‘ allowed this mteting the
authorities bear a heavy rﬂpﬂmih,ilil]r
for the distressing ordeal of the sevenl
dozen p@lic_ﬂ who suffered miﬂlﬂﬂrgj‘a\‘l
bodily injury."

The Ban Comes Down

By the week-end after the June 21
demonstration, it was becoming clear
that the regime was preparing a big
repressive move, Atad press conference
held on June 24, Ordre Nouveau head
Alain Robert demanded that the Goyern-
ment outlaw the Ligue Communiste and
arrest Alain Krivine under the anti-
wrecker law,

On June 26 Minister of the Interior
Raymond Marcelin issued a virulent
denunciation of the anti-fascist dcn:m-
strators in which he made demn_gogtcm
of some of the uncentrolled incidents
‘hat had occurred on June 21,

On June 27, Prime Minister Plerre
Messmer announced that on the f0
day the Council of Ministers would beaE
a report from Marcelin, ¥ had recom-
mended that the Ligue be panned (14,
eo that the Government might mialntaisd
"halanced" image, the Ordre {?‘Oﬁﬂi:‘&
s well), "Under democracy, ﬁ&m
Gaullist minister, iihe rule 18 IN:

of thought, of words, and of ‘wnl nighs
But freedom stops al the limits $&t

ynd as for acls, these m‘iﬁh#
stop if Ihl_"'}' dictiﬂﬂ W o4
law. It is not the words, but the a g
Ordre Nouveal and the Ligue Comm

3 E ‘\ n
jete that concern Ws.

the law,
are in conird

ged a

Also on June 27, Marcellin mn,dmtﬁ‘

all getivities 3

decree banning
and of the

ings of the Ligue,
MNouveal.

d on ]um! 28,

TV i 14 1: % {H'!_lr’.." -
[he ban was QE& 036 law, P

Megal” basis for it is 2 !
" " s.rnmt
under the 1:--:lpu]~lf- {ront QWLl!}t 'iiu
the time, giving the regimé

: - eociations il
to dissolve 1_}-[--.31_11}1- or ..|:-5.l:l+..l.1:Ii h:-ﬂ“

"g'i-f'x'u:-lnt: armed Lh.‘.‘l'l'l'-:"m:t“uﬂns of

streets" or that form armed grOUP'nM

militia that attack "the [.;-Publiﬂ

of government, .

Krivinc |"Ch]'l0r]1.!1_‘d to the ban imme&i.i]
tely. Part of his reply was e

the im:-._- 10 Le Mondﬂ:

“This Minlstry of police=
the Ligue {_‘1\|1||11L1l115l£1.

ient that I!IH'-'JW“'& t

el a precel
Lers movement,
L nth'
tpehind the g--'._t-'\t ui.-_»-,‘i — the &
e hind retex | e
fascist demonstl 1 [10ns al }Ll]'ll'n- :
5 & L
regime want L0 !11,.!lx1‘ the Lig

conTivuED ONE

cuH’ﬂNUED FROM PAGE 4

ing role in the wi;}rkirs lstrug%lu'
{lisations of youth, in anti-
mﬂt-! For revolutionists,

{ brutality from the re;iima

#m of homage. This act will not

millions of workers and

cr
!’“n:;:::f_ It will add 1o the discredit
gﬁltlw caretaker regime.

i 1
unch a salemn appeal 1o a
”wc,:{ng[ium of the workers movement,
nrga“ democrals who will not sta nd .Inr
mcaing ca:rmmunlsr.s and aspiring MNazis
:,:E.HE& the same: Organise in the field

necessary response, and demand,
ugh a mass campaign, the repeal of

this mnaﬁuri.".

i scree Wi 1l u
o yicious decree will pﬂ_rhnps fi p
T;;E prison cells, But it will not
;mvcnl Trotskyist militants and their

'mpathisers — whom neither Nazi
repression nor Stalinist rlcpn‘:ﬁsicn have
peen able 0 break or discOUrage — from
continuing 1o think and to act.. . This )
{s only the beginning; the fight goes on.

ban on the Ligue

tion to the
Reac that the

d Krivine's gstimate

orte
::Eflsuru would arouse w idespread
indignation. All the far-left organisat-

their suppert for the Ligue,
groups such as the League
f Map came out in

right to exist.

{ons declared
Civil liberties
for the Rights 01 M
support of the Ligue's

But most significant were the reactions
of the Socialist Party and the Commun-

{st Party .

The CP Joins the Defence

The political bureau of the Cﬂmmunist
party held a special session 10 discuss

the ban on the Ligue. The June 28 issue
of 'Humanite published a statement
adopted by the polirical bureau afrer

its discussions. The Communist Party,
the statement said, "has always
depounced the complicity the Govern-
ment has shown toward Ordre Nouveau,

nThe French Communist Party protess
against the dissolution ordered against
the Ligue Communiste. Qur party's
opinion of the activities of the ultra-
leftist groups i well known. On the
palitical level, it fights their adventur-
ist acts, which the regime uses as an
excuse to attack civil liberties and to
try to deal blows 10 the workers and
democratic forces and their organisa-
tions,

nThe measure against the Ligue Com-
muniste is part of the schemes of the
regime, which is aiming at intensifying
the authoritarian character of its
policies and is casting about seeking a
way out of its difficulties.

NThe dissolution of this leftist group,
which by a false symmetry the Govern-
ment is seeking to justify with the

THE LIGUE - IN

The Ligue Communiste (Communist
League), French section of the Fourth
International, was founded in April
1969, It arose out of a fusion of mili-
tants active in the Parti Communiste

section of the Fourth International,
Jeunesse Communiste Revalutionnaire

ot of

and una ffiliated young militants who
had been through the revolutionary
upsurge of May-june 1968,
position of the Ligue represents a fusio
of the long-standing cadres ol French
T"—‘l'blw'}'i'.il'u with the most advanc ed
radicalisation of the

elements of the

19605,

The JCR had been founded in 1966 by
Broup of students who were
the Union of Communist Students for

in supporting

-‘L,F’:”ib., the student protests that
triggered the general strike of 10 mill
Fréench workers,

"This formation (the Ligue)," comme
the _I'._:l':l.' 24 jssue 0l ll]l: Pdri% l.'ii'l.“-‘_.' Le
"has as its objective working
for the construction of a revolutionary
party of the Leninist type.™

Monde
’

formation when it ran .“HLIIIH l"';l'i.\r'iﬂfl

for President in the 1969 elections,

Internationaliste (PCI— Internationalist
Communist Party), formerly the French
the

(JCR — Revolutionary Communist Youth), 38

The com-

ex ]'u;.tlh:d {rom

refusing to follow the Communist Party
Francois Mitterrand in the

presidential elections that year, JCR
militants played a major role in the
May 1968 events, helping to spark and

The Ligue

became nationally known s0OR after its

Running an intense revolutionary cain-=

banning of Ordre Nouveau, sets a
?raudent for democratic rights "E;‘“
reedoms in our country.

In an article published in the June 30
issue of Le Monde, Thierry Pfister
called attention to the novelty of the
CP's support for the Ligue: "It will be
recalled that a few years ago the Com-
munist leaders spoke of 'the leftist and
rightist fascists,' mnaking no distinction,
Now, not only do they lind a difference
in character between the far right and
the far left, they also come 1o the
defence of the Ligue, even while taking
exception to the Ligue's methods and
analysis, The political bureau of the
CP moved toward this position In a
series of articles that have been
published in I'Humanite during the past
few days — articles aimed at proving
that the police in fact had set a trap
for the Trotskyists on June 21, The
Mouvement de la Jeunesse Communiste
(Movement of Communist Youth), whose
language is not marked by the same
prudence as the political bureau's, did
not even hesitate to speak of "the
(regime's) deliberate organisation of the
June 21 provocation.'®

An Assist From Mitterrand

The Socialist Party's reaction to the

ban was equally significant. On June 29,
after the dragnet against the Ligue
leadership had been set in motion, ata
time when there was a warrant out for the
arrest of Alain Krivine, the Socialist
Party opened its headquarters 1o him for
a news conference.

In addition to a significant section of the
Paris press, Francois Mitterrand, the
head of the SP, attended the press con-
ference. Police, who were waiting at
the door, declined to enter and arrest
Krivine in the SP headquarters,

When the news conference ended, Mit-
terrand left the headquarters along with
Krivine and the two, followed by cops,
walked away together, Again, the
police declined to take Krivine into
custody, apparently fearing that they
might have to arrest Mitterra nd as well,
It is obvious that Mitterrand's gesture of
solidarity could not have indefin tely
postponed Krivine's arrest, But it 15
equally obyious that the symbolic elfect
of the action was not lost on the Pom-

pidou gang.

What Will Be the
Extent of the Repression

nAt this point, " Thierry Pfister com-
mented in the June 30 Le Monde, "the
question that arises is, How extensive will
be the repression? Will the Govermment
be satisfied, as it was in 1968, with the
dissolution and with a few symbolic
arrests and then allow the Ligue to be
reorganised in a fairly short period of
time? Or will it instead undertake a

¢ nearly 200, 000 votes.

paign, Krivine go

Since that time, the Ligue has been in
the forefront of all major struggles in
France — from the high-schocl ._md
university mobilisations to the fight

aga inst repression. This past spring it
was instrumental in Orga nising the
massive struggle 3 gainst the Debre law,
overnment measure aimed at intensi-
fying the militarisation of youth,
Concurrently, the Ligue has been work-

1]

3

ien

nted

-

one of the organisation's main leaders, Ea

Demonstra ticn

Francols Mitterrand

stematic dismantling of the movement,
which would necessitate outlawing the
activities of the cadres and would there-
fore necessitate the arrest of at least two
or three hundred militants? The Ligue
Communiste has, for example, about
thirty headquarters, In Toulouse alone,
our comrespondent reports, the Govern-
ment's decision outlaws 300 persons,
Further, it can be asked how the Govem-
ment will be able to prevent the Ligue
members organised in trade-union
tendencies, whether in the FEN or in the
CFDT, from continuing thelr activities.

9 An intermediate sort of repression is also
possible, one that would be asserted
through prosecutions of the members of
the Ligue's political bureau,

njNeyertheless, the Troukyist leaders
have decided to defend themselves point
Basing themselves on the

-1 e e Y = Lo fpeees, B
<tatements of Pierre Messmer, who
explained that 'it is oot the words but
acts of the extremist movements that

L Lth ey wi ot 1o

by point.

the
Lils

concern tnc LOVEMUTIED

keep alive their weel ly, Rouge. To do
this, they are counting On using the
legislation guaranteeing freedom Ol the

i‘*.'..:_-ii.. Further, they maintain that the

ceat of the Ligue belongs 1o 2

cial company, the Socicte Inte
d'Edition (International Pul 1i:

that it therefore cannol be atl

the decision of the Council of Minsters.

The bookstore, especially, must be
allowed to continue to operate, even
though it was sacked during the pelice
search, pamphlets and b ooks being
covered with paint, 101 example

The leaders of the Ligue have already

mried to test some of the 1SSUes indicated
by Plister. According to French law,
when an organisation is banned, it has
twenty-four hours ~grace time" in which
to wind up its affairs, During that
twenty-four-hour period, an issue Ol

MAJOR STRUGGLES

build itself a base within the
Its members have been
inclu-

ing 1o
working class.
involved in major strike battles,
ding the big auto srnlur: in Renault and
Peugeot plants last spring.

The Ligue has also been active in the
ctruggle against the reactionary abortion
law in France and has played a leading
cole in founding the Mouyement pour

la Liberte de 1'Avortemnent €t de la
Coptraception (Movement l'_or Freedom
of Abortion and Contraception).

ther groups commemorating

W’ ige appeared — 00 denoted as
the ' :& of the Ligue Communiste, "
but listed instead as a "journal of com-
munist action, " It is not yet known
whether the regime will try to suppres
that issue of Rouge. [t is also not yet
known whether the regime will forbid
further publication of the newspaper.

The former headquarters of the Ligue
remains temporarily closed, But the
police occupation of it has ended, Will
the regime try to close down the book-
store located In the bullding? Will the
Societe Intemationale d'Edition be shut
down?

Pompidou may decide the answers to
such questions in relation to the strength
displayed — nationally and interpation-
ally — by the movement of solidarity
with the Ligue Communiste,

The regime's desire seems clear encugh,
When the ban was first declared, much
of the French press speculated that the
Government might not intend to get
really tough, that the far left asa whole
and the individual far-left groups in
particular had been banned in the past
and had very rapidly reconstituted them-
selves, But on June 29, Marcellin spoke
out against any such interpretation of the
present ban, This ban, he said, is quite
serious, He explicitly stated that this
was not the same as the 1968 ban, He
said that any individuals attempting to
reconstitute the Ligue Communiste in
some other form could expect to be
arrested immediately.

On June 30, he repeated his threat, The
"justice™ carried out against the Ligue
leadership, he said, should be severe,
2nd not merely symbolic, in order to
discourage any attempts 1o reconstitute

the organisation,

The regime's will is one thing, I
ability to impose that will is quirte
_’!!":Gti_-'i{."f. "The J.i".:a.".l.'l..l-{i':!'.' ol a I-T.I'C‘Hl:“k_"l

can be easily put up with, © Thierry
Piister wrote in the June 30 Le Monde,
swhile the dissolution of 3 party creates
, political crisis, Well the Ligue Com-
'.":;\".ﬂ.:-'i_-. 15 DOt 3 party pr .-L.:!'}-, co-called;
u 1 < -J-"'; I I s | "1."|||I..Z|..
The central question at this point 1
-:'._-|__._- ': ~ igue ill B ._I..*.L. i ¥ .,,_:;
i1icl pressure 10 bea n the Social
i i '-....-'\-"rl"l'?"'-. 1 FI. % | ] I
x*-.‘-!.‘i-, [0 €xXIC LI LI I
O the '-'."'"-.'*.! i statement
level of action. At this early | i
the struggle, there are thrée encourdg=
ing 51-:-:':2 in this respect: the initial
rc?;'-c--::_s-_:' of civil liberties group ] tlu
mass workers parties to the defence
effort: the division within the ranks of
the police themselves over who was
responsible for the injuries they
suffered during the June 21 clashes; and
the initial ~1::,=._‘.> of international solidar—

ity with the Ligue.

[n the legislative glections last spring,
the Ligue and Lutte Quyriere, another
far-left group, aggreed to support each
other's candidates. EBetween them, the
Ligue and LO ran 259 candidates and
drew about SLKJ'&"HJ yotes.

The Ligue has been especially active in
the struggle against the fascist groups,
Ordre Nouveau in the first place, and
has frequently taken the lead in organi-
sing united actions in defence of the far
left and the mass movement.

the Paris Commune.,
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' MPTOMS ARE THE CAUSE.
SYH The Melbourne Herald of July 2 1
pors

the comments of a 14 y
recently released h:{}‘::aé:.;l},d kil
Vietnamese Government, The
Nguyen Thi Phuong 'Ihnc: the d:iﬂnln,
of a journalist who -:r-ppo:.ej,l the m“ﬂlﬂ
regime but denies that he supports th
Hatim_ul Liberation Front dmimth
.w_--_(penc:;g:es while under arrest, *® $
put sandbags on m b ‘

2 hammer and wnﬁ:&ﬁ; n]:?;imﬂfb:i&
1 saw an old woman of 93 dragged do:';
a ha 11 by a rope to the torture chambe
by the guards because she couldn't ;
walk,"” Thao was amrested after police
found the words of a song about peace
in her room during a raid,

On July 2 the Victorian Assistant Folin;_n:
Commissioner w.D. Crowley aired his
views @ the wave of bashings cWTE ntly
occurring in Melbourne's western suburbs.
As be sees it the bashings are part u:ul' a
general rebellion against authority: "1L 15
a progression {rom violent demonstrations
and strikes and part of a general dlsr:i‘g?.rd
for law and order, To some extent it 1s

art of the p{-:nnis.siw society''.
has obvioulsy pm:dt:n:d deeply on the
nature of 2 society which can brutalise
human beings SO thoroughly that by the
time they are in their teens they are

driven to beating up people as a result of
the hatred and comusion engendered 1D
them by the reatment they have received,
its only logical ien't it? If strikes, dem-
onstrations and permissiveness are a

part of the same plot, then why not
bashings? They belong with the forces of
darkness 100.

RIEF:

paying pruposition." The C?T‘}Pﬂﬂi{fn_‘
ate reverend in the ru® Christian spirit
wants unmarried mothers to pay for their
ngin® by being denied even 4 miserable
32 a week. §32 will barely cover food
nd rent for one persen, let alone a
mother and 2 child.

N COMMUNIST PARTY
N STRIKES

The Communist Party of Italy has

local capitalists by reducing the nurnber
wye must seek in a1l sectors

_ in industry and in the services — 10
organise justified strikes and not musta=
ken ones", said Luciano Lama, secre=
tary-general of the Italian General
Confederation of Labor. In its cam-
paign against all groups 10 18 left the
Communist Party publicly disavowed 2
recent walkout by postal workers on
the ground that it caused hardship 10
nsioners and #paralysed everyday
Small wonder the Australian
Financial Review could quote an
alleged plant executive; "l wish the

FORD WORKER VIC TIMISED

Bob Bissel,a white collar worker at the
Ford plant in Broadmeadows has been
sacked, The company ¢aid that his
work was unsatisfactory, but his dis-
nissa] notice was signed by the firm's

: ndustrial relations officer. Pisset
contributed to the strike fund for blue
collar workers at the plant and discussed
the strike with fellow workers, Bisset
claims that he was s cked because of

THE INFINITESIMAL FALLOUT

On the island of Mangareva 250 miles
south east of Mururoa Atoll where the
French Government has been testing i
suclear bombs the Polynesian inhabitants
are sceptical about French claims that
the bombs are safe. After gach test,
French scientists equipped with gloves
and gumboots collect shellfish and
coral samples on the island's beachss.
After the tests also, the islanders are
told not to eat fish or drink water fora
day or two. After one test boxes of

Perhaps Crowley should have another
look at the problem. If he does a little

hell the communisis took over Italy — hi stand on the strike rather than because investigating for himself ingtead of rep-
eating the inanities of farrigh®wing

they alone could make those bastards of the quality of his ok ' _
work. " . liticians and religious functionaries,
he will find that the strikes and demons-
GAYS ORGANISE IN ADELAIDE trators are revolting against the same
injustices which have brutalised the
bashers But those who demonstrate and

strike understand som ething about the . -
injustices which cause them to rebel, and dead birds, fish and pigs had to be ake2

on the basis of that understa nding they away in ships and several women Who i
take action to fight for their rights. The fish became ill and had to leave the
bashers on the other hand, having been island for treapment. The islandes are
given no encouragement o1 opportunity o DOW unable to eat the fish they catel;
se their mental capacities, react mind- they depend upon tinned supplies,

lessly.

SOME MANAGE SPANNERS

For the first time in the history of the

gay liberation movement in Adelaide ,
ys are beginning to gather forces and

come out publicly asserting their sexual-

ity.

A visiting United States #hehavioral
scientist” M. Scott-Myers recently said
that everyone in employment is 2
manager of some kind or other, He has
written 2 book called Every Employee A
Manager. Most people would call the

<5t majority of employees workers; they A picket of about fifty people was held

on Parliament House steps on July 5
during the peak-hour period in the city.
Leaflets were distributed 1o passers-by
on the sex-role stereotyping we are

Many of the islanders are suffering fom

tions which occupy most of their con-
back pains and diarrhoea and some

scious lives, how can they be

hmanagers”? Scott-Myers advocates The causes of the wave of bashings do not

atches on their bodies where the iz
E:ls gone pale. The French a uthorities
have told the iglanders that the water 8
safe to drink but in the French bamch

lie in the increase in the numbers of strikes
and demonstrations or in the disintegration
of the hold of Christian "morality” on

i;_ced with in capitalist society, The
picket was organised by the Gay Activ-
ist Alliance who are opposed to Camp

giving WoOrkers wmore responsibility.”
What he means is that workers can be
made more "responsible” 1o the compan-

jes and less thought{ul of their own and Ine's lack of activity and reformism, large numbers of people. They lie in 2 : nd wildl.
their fellow workers' interests if they system which needs a pool of cheap there is a ban on drinking islasd ¥
are bought off with el CONCESHIONE The demonstration was o1ga nised around  unskilled labour and which ensures the - d
which make them think that they ey, DA democratic gay rights such as no supply of that labor by denying adequate A 114-page white paper just rtl;ll
gay in runniog things. discrimination against gays in housing education facilities and adequate living the French Government a.-.llaim:s \
and employment and repeal of all anti- standards to large sections of the P{_'.Pu]-&_ out from the tests "is of infini -
dimensions." What a mystenos

tion,

gay laws,
g sick sl

ness, those ;slanders getuin

SOVIET BUREAUCRATS TRUTHFUL
those animals dying.

Professor Victor Pavlovich Filatoy, Pro-
fessor of history at Moscow State Uni-
yersity, who is currently visiting this
country told a recent press conference
that Stalinism was dead and the cold war
over. He went on to gy that there had

Unable to unduﬁh;nd t
‘15 reactionary P° 1
{ons, the Country Party i {iﬂiﬂ I

been "historical distortions" particularly lal
in the Stalin period, ..."but those days qround for reasons to expi ii#?'#l
are now behind us, in history as in in its yote. A recent 1558 50" pg il
everything else we are objective and journal offered a suggestion nd.iﬂ
truthful," Is that why the state-run or I'm Laber s lighte o B
mewspapers in the Soviet Union have pompous than I'm Country PG s
printed almost nothing about the Water- the sake of argument) ”o.pﬁﬂm jye T
gate scandal? Some people haye known as the Couney i st
_ d that the rulers of the Soviet how much more In{EETE ;“‘" ¢
Union might be keeping quiet about would it be to 53Y ' B
‘]:l:h;ﬁm i';m’dtr to assist Brezhney in g r.k*ﬁ‘ﬂ"l""'i
omatic manoeuvrings with t ¢ e ¢ L4
mu-—Pmderer 560 B he In view of Ehh ﬁ""?zl:n m Eﬂﬁ“ {
the Country party WS d*zni"‘-‘“ﬁ" |
from gr4 nting of basic Gt “UE“I# i

to Aborigines 10 allowing podies, e
{ght to control their oWt #M
onlv 1'-mg!'\::'-f'l\-‘¢ thing th:: dwﬂ-
Party xi."‘l.lld do 'ﬁ"'JLll'j be v

CHRISTIAN CHARITY

The Presbyterian Reverend Gordon
Powell of Melbourne recently opposed
the Federal Government's introduction
of 4 §32-a-week pension for unmarried
mothers saying: "The Christian Church
for centuries has shown compa ssion and
cared for unmarried mothers and their
bables, But it has not encoura ged them
to think that promiscuity should be a
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THE ALP

gy PETER EDWA RDS

The vital issucs that confront the labor
movement and Australian society were
successfully avoided by the Whitlam
jeadership at the 20th Federal conference
of the A ystralian Labor Party at Surfers
Paradise . The Whitlam leadership was
glyen 4 mandate to pursué its policy of

o indow -dressing the major social prob-
lems facing Australia, It is clear that
the Labor Covernment will continue

with basically piﬂ—-c:.lpimlist policies and
will not challenge the status quo of Aust-

ralian soclety.

The eperal theme of "don't-rock-the-

poat' was exaggerated beyond all pro-
rtions and approached a "don't-row-

;he-heu" theme. The entire conferénce
was §lage-mana ged in line with that

theme.

The Federal executive successfully

defused the Tasmanian question by lifting

the suspensions impesed on Labor Youth
activists. The NSW situation stemming
from the Ducker ma chine's attempt to
axercise a greater control over the pre-
gelection of Senate€ and Legislative
Council candidates was prevented from
being discussed at the Federal executive
level on a 8-8 vore, Bob Hawke (the

new president of the ALP) was not present

1t the meeting.

Discussion on policy had to be centred
around the recommendations and reports
of various committees (elected by the
Federal executive).
tions were at best of a moderate nature,
often clearly right wing.

The major reports — viz, foreign affairs

(PRG recognition, US bases and Omega),

legal and consitiutional (abortion,

Asio) — were not discussed until Thurs-
day. The reports on Monday, Tuesday
and Wednesday afternoon (conference
did not sit on Wednesday morning due to
Arthur Calwell's funeral) involved
mainly administrative guestions and
minor changes to the existing platiorm.

The only point of division occurred when

Education Minister Kim Beazley indulged
in a2 hysterical and paranoid outburst in
reaction to a proposal to transfer the
child-care section from the education
committee report to the health and
welfare report.

The social functions of the Federal
conference were probably just as
political as the proceedings of the first
three days. On Tuesday night the
Queensland central executive and the
Federal executive organised a combined
dinner for delegates and others,
included such consistent Labor supporiers
as representatives of the Metal Trades
Industry Association, International
Public Relations and the US and Saigon
embassies, Those not invited included
the rank-and-file members of the Gold
Coast ALP branch, Presumably this is
i.‘.’hit‘t.;m*z conception of the "'new
image" ALP.

Most of the major debates (abortion,
Omega, PRG recognition, Palestine)
occurred on Thursday, The first debate
was oyer abortion, The original recom-
mendation from the health and welfare
committee was an improvement on the
existing platform. It read:

h-l._h"l.t Labor governments should sponsor
criminal codes without provisions
relating to termination of pregnancy of
procurement of a misc:uriagc; Labor
members are free to introduce, supperi,
Oppasc, amend or postpone amendments
to l‘*il!; on these subjects,” There were
two vital amendments, One was circul-
ated by the second proxy delegate from
Australian Young Labor, Anné Pengelly
(the only woman to speak at confere nce)
and sought to delete the conscience
vote section of the original motion,
;ths amendment, seconded by Victorian
dﬁ':fh,“ Left supporter Bill Hartley, was
efeated 34-13, The second major
amendment circulated by Don Dunstan
sought to adopt the recommendation of
T',i_m. legal and constitutional commitice
which was a no-policy position. This
-;ljmmlmi:nt was carried 32-14 and this
i'_‘—;]-i-ﬂ'll..' the party platform, The result
s that the Labor Party does not have a
policy on one of the most crucial
questions facing Australian women,

The mext major debate was OvVEr the
question of Palestine, The foreign
aflalrs and delence commitiee réecom-
mendation was that the present platform

These recommenda-

"Others"

decided to deal only with fpnlatiorm”
items and amendments '.-,-!'-.;.:‘i-. "had
L 4 v 1lready been circulated” thus avoiding
Rana Roy with one of the other conference delegates ]alj R -HHEL"I e fn" '1.13
w L [”x-l‘_- R tdnt ittempt |
be rt‘:tai.ned_ (The present platform is nhostile acts™. This in itself was an 7:5 1: .ILI T M_t.l-h_' T i 3
~11‘1_ ﬂmblgucufl smt-_:mcnt. referring to the ~dmission of the military pc tential of |1T--‘-.kLl_=_:>.- 1 | :.:I'. 1
tiddle East situation as "the greatest Omega, This debate s ‘an incredible e T s
threat to the peace of the world"” and contrast between the w M!_'g esea ; i s P i ! |
”.recagnl_':c:: [_1.1-.: pecessity 1o, .. L_'H:r-_il.,.'udi. argument of the opponents © { CL_: The maior conclusion of the i
the Arab nations and Israel to accept and the ludicrous cta ents of its " :'.,.._|,.'. - SIS s <SR Bt L4l
3 permanent sci tlement of all problems supporters. C. K. Jones, the Ministe e e e it S5 1
in the area™). An amendment moved for Transport said the guestion of Omeg | ic = ‘Y »
t“? ":ll'“-]l'.s alternate dele gate, Rana Roy, had }"-'.!';'1_-’.‘.\, o do with foreign fal 5 li L- i 7 L '..l-*g 'II.
called for "rcuOgniLEC'-.] of the right to .nd defence, but chould be w. epart | ;l'--i‘:'t' 1
self-determination of the Palest inian ment, He alsom de some commi he s ETP : . | F-T“" i
p.*op]c." The amendment was seconded about making the area a Loufl sort(L). ﬂh -wlh = ; ‘ { L“
by Tasmanian delegate Tim Thome. NSW delegate John Ducker said be } oy 3 \=-5 . =
(Thorne along with Roy and others had thought Omega was a rist-watch(l) but J:il .1 .
been charged with disloyalty and is he supported the we kened yersion of the ~lass struggle with t mimen oy o
facing expulsion). Both speakers pointed South Australiap amend iment because it '\[._1 ; H,h ) ; ‘1.-' tal
out that the central quc-.:ti-:-n — the rights was seconded "y an.called Whitlam®. In 11:;} wu.::elx r".-l -:.'.-'-L-'.-;'_.': --‘...-!1.=!l.! 11
of the Palestinian people — was ignored The Victorian amendment Was then put did 1 ; the T-:- | e
by the existing platiorm. A further and lost 27-18, The amended SA 1l st A 5O : l'a,iiu .1!_.-{-|-‘-.;>~.- \ .i.-.t:‘.lia hs
amendment from Senator John Wheeldon amendment Was Iu.:‘-:crj 29-18, Although '1..'|_‘-=.1L!d tn.h ‘“ _urLLl L.-~ | ...~ b
read: "recognition by the Arab nations the left wing failed to get a clear state- In this ;-_‘-11.1-,-_-_“1: it \-.]-: AT Whitla m
of the E\'.:"I.'\.‘-Nigﬂl'" and 'l‘ll.ght to existence ment and 1*;"1.1_} ol Ol.'fp."."'iitjﬂ."l o Omega, warned the trade-union ;*-1-;.'-;;","&.-._':";1 r-.,\.[-"-e
of the State of [srael is essential to it should be noted that the Whitlam : the line or else face the 'pms.u-:'-.-f 1 a :

peace in the Middle East,” Whitlam,
declaring that there wak ag equal
pumber of jcwish and Arab voles (i)
moved a "compromise” amendment
which incorporated Wheeldon's amens-
ment but also called on Israel to with-
draw from occupied territories and for
ta just settlement of the refugee prob-
lem"., The amendment Was over-
whelmingly passed. The new platiorm
although grossly inadequate was a
recognition of a minority force which
adopted a principled position on the
Palestinian guestion.

The next debate was probably the most
vital of the whole conference, The
foreign affairs and defence committee
had recommended the discharge of a
motion from the Victorian ALP which
expressed general gpposition to us
bases and spccif'ic;:ll',r opposed the
establishment of the Omega base.
Whitlam and his supporters argued

yery strongly for the discharge of this
item, The motion for discharge was
then put and lost 25-23, Conference
then went into tea break and during
that break the South Australian delega-
tion which had previously voted against
discharge decided to support a weakened
yersion of an smendment which they
had proposed (Whitlam and other
heavies were talking 10 the SA delega-
tion during the tea “break. It is doubt=
ful whether they werc discussing the
weather') The amendment stated that
nynless the party <an be fully assured
that this system cannot be used for
hostile acts, it establishment is
opposed. " The weakened version of the
smendment had the words "without
Australia's consent” inserted after

drawal of recognition from the Thieu
r:glmt :3‘;:: recognition of the PRG.

n ame ent calling for the ado
of the WA motion, ciﬁ:uhted ;y i
Rana Roy, was later ruled invalid on
the grounds that it was in diréct © i-
tion to the motion of discharge, m
P.::!g,r thep seconded an amendment
circulated by Semator John Wheeldon
which as an addendum to Labor's existing
policy on Indo-China called for recog-
nition of the PRG. A further amend-
ment had been circulated earlier by the
Victorian delegates and called for dual
recognition of Saigon and the PRG.
The situation was complicated further
by a motion from NSW delegate Heffer-
nan ("socialist objective™ committee)
calling for the release of political
prisoners in South Vietnam which Whitlam
claimed would become "ineffective” if
the motion for the recognition of the
PRG was passed, [t appears that those
prgpﬂsing the motion on the political
prisoners may have voted against PRG
re cognition on the basis of Whitlam's
promised support for Heffernan's motion.

The Wheeldon-Roy amendment was then
put and defeated 29_16, The Victorian
mendment was put and defeated 31-11
(when it was clear that the substance of
the motion had been defeated in the

earlier vote). The motion on political
prisoners was later unanimously passed.

These were the central debates of the
conference. Several other possible
debates, particularly a debate over
Asio were uled out on a technicality.
By Wednesday night, few of the major
reports had been considered, Due to

the shortage of time, the conference

Liberal Government, Wof repression, of

leadership was forced to cOmpromise
'LI:-*-I)'tic..xt'i{ll's of the penal clauses.”

and that their original proposal to dis-

charge the item and prevent any dis- Whitlam's introductory address). In the i
cussion was defeated., face of this "new image", of the
attempts by the leadership to move away &

The last major policy debate was OvVer from its working class base, the left ' .
the question of the recognition of the must organise to exposc the conservative I8 ;;:;
- o

mis-leadership of the A LP, to build the
struggle for socialist policies in the
~anks of the labor movement and to
mobilise the Australian working class
in the struggle for the socialist future. f N

Provisional Revolutionary Government
(PRG) of South Vietnam, The foreign
affairs and defence committee had
recommended the discharge of a motion
from the WA branch calling for with-

A PUBLIC MEETING

s Eakers JIM Me ILROY, Melboirne organiser Socialist Workers League.
p ! ]AMI,E DOUGHNEY, pational secretary Socialist Youth Alliance.

at’s Behind the US
Detente with
Moscow and Peking?

SYDNEY Friday, August 3, 8,00 pm at 139 St Johns Rd., Glebe.
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Action

BY DEB SHNOOKAL

.,.H,.!,..g,.p';._...:_.-.' S

On June 30, a rally was held at the
Roma Street city forum, Brisbane, ©
call for the repeal of all abortion legis-
lation, sex education in schools, an
freely available sale contraceptives, It
was organised by the Brisbane Women's
Abortion Action Campaign, 2 coalition
of women from wOmeEnNs liberation,

the Women's Electoral Lobby (WEL),

B M Y S e s

by about 100 people and was a most

street theatre and folk singers. The
ctreet theatre was an excellent portrayal
of a pregnant young girl confronting 4
doctor, lawyer, and priest, and a chorus
representing the establishment, This
was most effective, and attracted much
attention, It was performed at the rally,
in the City Square and in the city stretts
amongst the Saturday morning shoppers,
and was accompanied by people handing
out leaflets.
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The speakers were all very good, and
Jooked upon the rally only as a begin-
ning to a long-term campaign of mass
actions aimed at mobilising as many
people as possible around the abortion
issue, The most rousing speech was that
made by Lilian Roser talking about her
abortion experiences.

v
T AR ¢ L Ay g 4=
. y -y

There had been a forum the evening

~ before the mally at the Brisbane Teachers'
Union hall, which attracted about 30-40

- people. There were three speakers; 2

woman from WEL who gave a good report

on existing standards of sex education for

school students, a well known Brisbane

women's liberationist, and a doctor

. associated with the Brisbane family

: ﬁ:ﬂnﬂng clinie, There was an excellent
discussion period in which some import-

_ ant questions were raised; such as how

* are women going to win their right to

~ abortion in this country, the significance

~ of the abortion isué in relation 1o the

~ liberation of women, and individual

. liberation, is it possible? After the dis-

. cussion, the US Women's National

A ‘Abortion Action Coalition (WONAAC)

~ slide show was shown. This is the

piring history of the American women's

in;ﬂlﬁm to the rallies and marches
- in Sydney, Brisbane and Melbourne, a
RS y of activists at the University of
| New England in Armidale, 2 NSW
@ﬂ untry centre, organised a march of
‘around 55 people which passed around
‘the city area, collecting further
‘marchers on the way.
_,_?Inqﬂﬁe.'lai&a leaflets were distributed

=

- throughout the city and some suburbs on

. . June 30 putting forward the case for
;ﬂ‘-pl!alﬂ[ & F'y on laws,

Fmr ﬂmd::i:‘lﬁnd of July 7 and 8 the
 nighest -making body of the
Socialist Youth Alliance bﬁeen its

gy bers of the national committee came

: o all over Australia to discuss the

oject the courses of action best

and Children by Choice. It was attended

enthusiastic crowd, There were speakers,

(SR NC MEETS

‘mational conferences, the national com-
mittee, met in Melbourne, The mem-

‘political tasks before SYA and
o the present political situation,

This plenum of the national committee
took r notice of the changed
cal environment internationally
what it means for revolutionary youth
h in Australia, At the centre of the
emerging alignment of forces was
between the major capitalist

s and the workers' states, Under-
ng this was seen to be primary to
de world politics and how

$et the environment in which the
Government was able to move,

3 The plenum noted a downturn in the

4 1woud:
) i 01]1’51 ﬂ'.ﬂ mjﬂi“ﬂﬁ---r.a--r;-..-&ﬂd me more infommation

: 'lilcl.;'.-t-l-ll-l#cu-naoi-mST CGDE-.. ¥
to SYA, PO Box 160, Glebe 2037. PHONE. ..,

ght to contrace ption

struggle for the g :
(sex education) and abortion,

WONAAC was founded in 1971 as a
national organisation to fight for the
repeal of all ,bortion and contraception
laws, and to Oppose forced sterilisation.
It organised mass demons
out America in 1971 and 1
defence campaigns of wom
of having obtained abortions.

072 and the
en convicted

On January 22 1973 the US Supreme

Court ruled that States have no constitut-

ional right to interfere in a woman's
decision to terminate her pregnancy 1o

BY DOROTHY TUMNEY

The June 30 abortion action in Melbourne

took the form of a rally in the City
Square and a march which ended at the
police headquarters in Russell Street.
Attendance was approximately 200,
mostly women. At the start of the rally
it was raining heavily, which may have
had some effect on numbers, but fortun-
ately the rain stopped allowing the
speakers to be heard and the march o be
held in good conditions,

Four women spoke at the City Square.
Joan Coxsedge, ALP candidate for
Balwyn in the last State election, spoke
on her campaign and its relative success
with the pro-abortion platform she stood
on, in spite of a vigorous campaign by
"right-to-life" ' forces tc oppose her,

Zelda D'Aprano, a women's liberation
activist, pointed out the cruelty and
degradation women face *“hen seeking
illegal abortions, illustrating this with
her own experiences, Janet Bacon, a
doctor, stressed the medical advantages
of legalising abortion, and Jenmy
Ferguson, a .uember of the Women's
Abortion Action Coalition which
organised the June 30 action, spoke on
the peed 1o continue 1o agitate for

outward expression of the radicalisa

tio
yet noted a broadening to include mar:f
new layeﬁ‘as different groups went into
action against their oppression,

The most significant political campaign

for SYA over the months abead was

projected as being engaged in mobili
J isa=
tions over the issue of abortion, the most

clear-cut example of the potential of

inw]viuﬁ even wider numbers of women

in struggle over a basic feminist issue,
The national committee saw great

period ahead,

ship of radical youth on the decline or

revealing thi:itrur.' nature of their politi-
cal positions it was envisaged that SYA

could more effectively proyide the

leadin i
?nuth.g dynamism for the struggles of

Victory for
Women's Course

The response of staff in the government
department, who had previcusly over-

Nita Keig speaking at June 30 rally in Hg,

Sydney June 3)

CONTINUED FROM BACK PAck

in the United States from the
early suffragette movement

Jowever WONAAC
for right-wing
rious attempts to

the first 24 weeks, I
has not been disselved,
s are making s¢
the decision reversed,

WONAAC is fighting on 2

higher level.

of industrialised

and its sidekick, the
have forced women to be

that pattern of

rhood has been chall-

d by the united action
rernational scale,
American experience
d a practical

From the beginning i
trations through- the state, umnhﬁ .
The overall impact at the |
ies gave living proo
dynamism of the struggle ::::E?
in the fight for women's ri ;
showed how this struggle

forward, that is, thro
aimed at repcal’ing m:g:b?:

,

breeders.
inyoluntary mothe
enged and defeate
of women on an in
The example of the
corves 4s an inspiration an
lesson for women in Australia,

activitie

ghts, Itk

Melbourne Abortion Protest June

e<c11 St Police Station (o p'l‘f.'-.‘sent declarations

Women fry to ente

onto the footpath and forced

k on to the road,

on the road o
ooled, retars-

abortion law repeal and gave an outline
of future WAAC activities, the protesters TE
The women remained
4 while and the situation €
o the previous stalemate,
sides considered t
women decided that il
not prepared to
the protest mig
line with this, the protesie
Russcll St and disba nded,
time, the police appare
few more declarations,
reports listed twelve as ha
accepted and not Bwo.

While the women were speaking, a
Justice of the Peace was taking sworn
statutory declarations from women who
had had illegal abortions, These decla-
rations (finally numbering 34) were to‘
be presented to police at Russell St at
the end of the march and the bearers
\-.'-c‘rul‘d demand to be charged with cor-
mitting a crime, !

heir tactics:
the police wer
further stalemesd

ht as well dispene, Bi8

L4

ly acceptedd

Just after 11,30 the demonstratio

moved off along Collins St, E!imrll:lcth St
Bourke St, and then up Russell St to the '
police headquarters, As the march :
ftpptﬂ:::n:hed the police station a number
3{ p-ﬂ:ll:ﬂ (male) blocked off the only
aﬁﬁu '::;:e::?u ining there for the rest

emonstration received

press caverage, M
ts sensation value,

For its size,
a EGCI'{I deal of
due mainly to i
concentrate
issued by p@
out the d
d the scuffle at the

statements
would be done ab
were .1c-::ep:+:d an
police station,

;I}‘:::e‘;;u?nm who were going to present
Clarations were allowed to enter in
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BY DEB.BY PﬁYbIE-

¢ almost a four week strike, which whelmingly voted to strike ;
‘:{tziﬂemﬂt times encompassed as marmv to wmk.g were :t;fect'e;z;t;mmm
2 24 thousa nd students and staff, the demoralisation that followed the reject-
a8 2, o's course is to go on, (See ion of a formula that was obviouwsl

N RECT ACTION 43). reasonable, It was claimed that this

was merely a suspension of the strike,

{n a pairow VOte (23-21) the professorial
poard {inally succumbed to one of the
best mganiﬂ:d protests ever gcen at
University, Staff and students
were jubilant when the declsion was
announced. "We won' was almost all

3n-,fbod‘,r' could mutter.

In the past two weeks the actual struggle
underwent a number of ups and downs,
ond at many times was close to being
smashed. Only the cool-headed

approd ch that was taken saved the
struggle from defeat. AS the strike
gntered 1ts fourth week, with nothing but
a dull horizon in sight, demoralisation
was setting in and short cuts to force the
resolution of the issue were being pro-
jected. Lock-ins, lock-outs and occupa-
tions were rejected as bad tactics, The
defeat of many previous struggles at
Sydney University had educated some
people at least that adoption of such
tactics would have meant failure,
Although the Senate could still overrule
the professorial board's decision, it

{s thought unlikely and the course,
which should have started on July 10,

will go on.

The final solution that was adopted by
the professorial board was a compromise
lmown as the "O'Neil formula”. It
involved a considerable revision of the
original demand, that of giving Liz

Jacka and Jean Curthoys full responsibi-
lity for the course. But these compro-
mises were not fundamental as they
paved the way for the acceptance of the
course. The principle at stake was not
who taught the course or how, but the
validity of women's studies courses as
an area of inquiry in the university.
This principle has already been fought
for and won in different struggles in the
US and Europe, In universities in these
countries the importance and validity
of women's studies has been recognised,

One professor described the course as
neancerous”, This is certainly true, but
the effect will be therapeutic on an
ailing institution., A women's studies
course is not only desirable and necessary
in the philosophy department, but within
every department in the university,
particularly within the faculties of arts,
gconomics, law and medicine.

O'Neil (the deputy vice-chancellor who
was acting vice-chancellor at the time),
however, rejected the compromise.

This he claimed was because a condition
he himself laid down was not fulfilled;
that Professor Armstrong did not "strongly
ohject" to the formula, This one man
opposed the coursg at department,
faculty, professorial and senate level,
He was the main figure preventing the
acceptance of the course, But it would
be a mistake to focus resentment against
him as an individual.

that takes the power and control out of
the hands of students that must be
attacked,
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It is the whole archaic university structure

Students vo

pending the decision of the arts faculty
at their meeting, A general meeting of
government students however voted to
continue striking,

The strike itself was declining, The use
of delaying tactics by the administration
was beginning to have an effect. How-
ever, the meeting of the arts faculty in
the fourth week of the strike caused a
dramatic rearrangement of the balance
of forces. The arts [aculty showed iself
overwhelmingly in favor of the course
and compromise solution, This resulted
in 2 boost far the strikers and must have
been the fctor that swung the professor-
ial boaru.

The strike has raised broader questions
with the struggle for democratisation
being taken up in a number of depart-
ments, The sexist and authoritarian
nature of the university has been exposed.
Students, as they return to work, are not
willing to return to the same conditions
that they rejected when they went on

strike.

One failing demonstrated as a result of
the strike is the lack of strong conscious
student leadership at Sydney University.
Just as the SRC has defaulted in the
leadership of any student struggles, no
real leadership was found amongst the
rank-and-file students, A de facto staff
leadership role had to be adopted by
several staff members, Two instances
illustrate this.

In the government department, staff
were holding seperate strike meetings
and coming together with students at
other times. It was three members of
the government stafl that conducted
negotiations with O'Neil, These were
elected at a staff-only strike meeting.
It was only later at a combined meetnng
that a motion was put supporting the
negotiations so far, giving the three
staff members a mandate to continue
negotiations. A studegt negotiator Was
only elected as a result of student
pressure, After the staff had voted 1o g0
on strike, general government strike
meetings were cha ined by a male staff-
member.

The second instance was when the sepate
sub-committee investigating the strike
asked to have informal discussions with
those people "most immediately 5
involyed" in the dispute. They specifi-
cally asked to speak with four male staff
members, two from philosophy and two
from government, plus one m}mr person.
They viewed the staff as leading the
strike. The philosophy strikers quite
correctly sent five Women philosophy

students.

Now, with the struggle won, 1"_he call
must go out to other universities. Use
the success of the Sydney University
strikers and fight for women's courses at

other educa tiopal institutions.

te on activa during Women's Course sruggle

FORCED

STERILISATION
IN US

It's rough enough for black men in
white America. But it can be might
marish if you're a 12 or 14 year-old
black woman in Montgomery,
Alabama — especially if you're on
welfare, You could fall prey to
racist white soclal workers and face
victimisation in birth-control experi-
ments, You might even be steri-
lised under the pretext that you are
carrying venereal disease, or if boys
are "seen hanging around you, "

For 14-year-old Minnie Lee Relf and
and 12-year-old Mary Alice Relf,

two black sisters in Montgomery, its
not just a bad dream, It'sa reality.

The sterilisation occurred on June 14.
The day before, a clinic agent had
visited the Relf home, supposedly
seeking permission for the operation,
Mignie Relf, the young women's
mother, says she understood the agent
was seeking permission to give them
some "shots". Being illiterate, she
couldn't read the surgical consent
forms, which she signed with an X
The "shots" she believed she was
agreeing to were 90-day birth-
control shots her daughters received
in an experimental programme.

But the clinic had discontinued the
shots in March when it was disco-
yvered that the drug (depopovera) Was
dangerous.

The Relf family

On June 26, Lonnie Relf, the young
women's father, filed a ¢1 million
damage suit in Montgomery Federal
district court on behalf of his
daughters, The suit charges a
family planning clinic with mal-
practice for sterilising them without

their knowledge or consant,

Investigations as a result of the suit
haye revealed that at least 11 other
women have been inyoluntarily
sterilised by the same agency.
Statistics on forced sterilisation are
hard to come by, but enough is
known to prove that forced sterilisa-
tion, particularly in the black com-

munity is widespread.

The so-called'right to life! forces
have demagogicdlly used the argu-
ment that legalising abortion would
lead to "other things”. They raise
the specte of e uthanasia, infanticide,
and forced sterilisation. But where
are they now? They are not out

defending the Relf family or con-
demning the racist practices of the

The truth of the matter is that the
right to abortion and an end to forced
sterilisation are opposite sides of the
same coin — they involve a woman's
right to control her own body.

REPRESSION OF
PORTUGUESE
FEMINISTS

Three Portugese women, Maria
Veresa Horta, Maria Velho da Cost
and Maria [sabel Barrenc went to
trial on July 3 on charges of com-
mitting "an outrage to public morals
and good customs” by writing a book
against the oppression of women in
Portugal, The book, New Portugese
Lerters, has been confiscated by
Portugese secret police and banned.
If convicted, "The three Marias"
could receive up to six years in

The trial of these women raises
civil liberties as well as women's
While books have been
confiscated in Portugal before, this
is the first time the committee of
censorship has amested the writers
of such books.

NZ ABORTION
CONFERENCE

Over the weekend of July 14-15
National Women's Abortion AC
Conference (NWAAC) »
wellington NZ.
the National Women's Abortion Action
Coalition,
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By Dianne Feley

In a speech o the US Senate in May,
william Fulbright expressed concern that
the US Government might move 1O ta ke
over oil- pmducing Arab countries either
directly or through tmilitarily potent
surrogates’ — Israel or Iran.

fioth these countries haye played pivotal
roles in the Arab East, siding with US
imperialism agalinst any revolutionary
activities, [srael's military pOWEr is well
known, But although the strengthening
of the ghah's armed forces has been
accomplished with far less fanfare,
Teheran's military buildup has beén no
less real. The May 21 Newsweek
characterised the expansion of the shah's
armed capabilities as nthe world's big-
gest military buildup since the American
deployment in Vietnam."

us imj:rcrmli.cm';'- ;--J'-:u.:.:u]'.-.atmn with the
Arab-Persian Gull region is well-founded.
The area contains 60-75 per cent of the
world's proven oil reserves., Further, the
narrow Strait of Hormuz, at the eastern

§ end of the Gulf, has been called Europe

B and Japan's "oil jugular vein. ™ Every
twelve to sixteen minutes an oil tanker

B passes through the Strait, heading for the
§ Indian Ocean, and thence to West Europe
ll or Japan.
When British imperialism withdrew its
i forces from the area in 1971, US
* imperialism, I._u.:tirtg in large part through
fl the shah's regime, moved to establish
& tight control,
%
B The shah's expanding military power in
i the gulf area has been paralleled by
B rising interest and inyolvement by the

.

Teheran Government in areas further east
8 .c well. This has taken the form of
closer relations between the shah and the
7ulfikar Ali Bhutto regime in Pakistan,

The shah's first significant military moye
in the gulf came on November 30, 1971,
when the Iranian army took control over

three islands commanding the western

@l approa ch to the Strait of Hormuz —

Greater Tunb, Lesser Tunb, and Abu
Musai. The total Arab population of the
islands was about 450, On the Greater
Tunb the entire population was expelled;
three Arabs were killed resisting. '

The shah proceeded to build military
bases on two of the islands, thus fortify-
ing his hegemony in the gulf.,

In an internew with Newsweek senior
editor Amaud DeBorchgrave, the shah
explained his military expansion:

HNot only do we have npational respons-
ibilities but also a world role as guardian
and protector of 60 per cent of the
world's oil reserves, .. The Nixon
doctrine says the US will help those who
help themselves. That's what we're
doing. "

Washington’s Complicity

.fjmd, indeed, the Nixon administration
is backing the shah to the hilt, Already
more than 11, 000 Iranian officers and
soldiers have received military training
:iathtllJS. It is acknowledged that more
n 1000 US military personnel are now
:;::nu.:-ned in hl‘;:1n. This represents one of
;.eul.itgest military "aid" programmes in
tif; : mtf generals direct the opera-
tions, which include training the Iran-
1an army, "advising" the rural police
force (responsible for patrolling 80 pes
cent of the country), handlin ai I}.1 :
BITRBIRE WALl af creamiking the e
an_ﬂé ' ; S organising the mainten-
lA. of the sophisticated armaments and
pianes purchased from the United SLilC 5.

1 £ Lo
Usa:ﬁ;p?n to .ld".-'ll':-lng the infantry, the
5 lf-Lr}' 15 assigned to two naval
ases, Khurramshah '
Sl ahr and Abaden, which
i TEL raq, near the Arab-Persian
ikl £re are also more than 300 US
civilian ! T
oilors personnel" working to train
: : and mechanics in the use and
epair of helicopters,

Washi

) rﬂlmg_,tﬁn |1r;1s, had a military assistance

ﬁ%culm‘r-ia"pmm Teheran since 1949,

Lok '5'5' J millicn in military aid has
en given, But since 19268, whe: .

Br[[jmh GQVL-..”]“‘IUIH L o =3 ;-.n__u the

intu i e - | 1ouncea Its

{o -ﬂ‘tib“ of 1.~.lT.1||d'I"_l'l.','inE" its military

1ilrr-.-.':- from the Arab-Persian Gulf X

"r;;ahmgtml has stepped e ’

Iran, Epped up arms sales o

In e; r 197

early 1973 the US Defense Depa
I'I-“--'l-'l1. d0no « o e d s 4-"-.!5-
deal . ounced the biggest single
T_!k LLEVEr armanged by 1l x p
e H_-I';h would buy £2-3 thousan 11
:L'I; in the lategt J."'i'i! 3 : 11
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touched off demo : -
throughout Iran, mStra tiong 5

The shah's troo
universities we:l: ;x ﬂﬁ_‘ﬂl,@
to Le Monde, at leasg  corSeits
were killed, %m
!

Nixon's ties to th ;

: ¢ shah's
strengthened by the app:, ™
director of the Central hsfe]irm' :

Agency, as US amba '
- H m I
leading administrater g#&mh’f‘ b
1953, whena CIA-enginee %Mn |
wzrthrew Dr Mossadegh's ool
and returned the shak ;
was to utilise his past ::ﬁwh, iy
as ambassador, 2

As right-wing comm '
wrote in the %‘Jashln;:?;}mqp{t&
has two jobs. The first fob s to .

the US of an adequate supply ufm
oil — and therelore non-Arab oll - &
case of political difficulties with the
:‘-\ral:f oil-producers. The second job

to give added toughness, Iﬁrﬂttiﬂﬂ:.:
squort 11;:& flhe ;‘hah of Iran's effort 1o
safeguard [reedo igation ia G
Fﬂmigan S m of ndvigation 2@

The United States is the world's l:u%
oil consumer. Cumently it impors
million barrels a day from the Miacs
East, about 10 per cent of its totl
r:j:rn:u.}mption, But by 1980 that pege
tion is expected 1o rise o 23 per ce
In addition to its invalvement in ﬂ#..‘
as an oil-consuming state, the U3
regime is committed to protectiag
investments of the giant oil compase
that reap a 35 per cent retun 04
petroleum investment in the Middk
East.

In fact, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, and &
the three largest oil-producing coms
in the gulf — among the mos repeesy
governments in the world — have ka|
militarily well equipped by Wadhisg?
In May the Pent: 370 anno the &
of $500 million .a arms (o Sapdi Anls.
and acknowledged a similaF wle it
workltg out with Kuwaily in additi®
the $2-3 thousand rmillion worth of
going to Iran.

Lee H. Hamilton, Democrat of 1odi,
told the House of Repctunuumﬁ-
Saudi Arabia has an ongoing progr
with the United States Navy involvis
the ﬂ:-;pcndimre of more than iﬁiﬂd
million for American equipmeat &
training. The June 1 New mﬁ':uﬁi*
reported that Hamilton "meE 1'

killion p-.tnd'm
States sales 10 Saudi Arabiz, “di;ﬁj

$500-million Saudi cash : {
Saudi Army. " Hamilten also sald

Kuwait was about to sign ﬂ??:i
inyolying the exp-eudiuﬂ 0 g
¢600 million for American d
services,

.ear and a hall ag® the Decemt
1971, London Econom :
being equipped With American &
Rritish tanks, ..t be t
Western inter e
The close relationship
berween the shah and Mim“"
istration has been amply {he T

the shah's readiness iﬂ;:ml
ime wi om
ime with Phant ek 2
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Middle Easl with poth the ﬂﬁl:

.nd Israel, The chah's miHEEE
in thes ulf aré

noeuyTes il

tLern.

advance

\ treet Journal reported
Hﬂlrﬁmars that some {ranian

as involved in lsrael's new
e, substitutes for 1:113 Suez
: gvin oil from the G f of
inmmthe l\%edherﬁlncan.“

s Shah's

seence in the Gulf

lan IO control the Arab-

slan Gulf includes establishing a

S ypoint in the twenty=-six-mile-

-~ tira it of Hormuz. Iran and Oman
exercise " oint control, " but given
, ghah's superior military force,

: a would be the dominating party.
move may well set the stage for
gtting the oil-prﬂduclng Arab

cent),

5.8 million barrels a da
¥« The shah
upon returning to power in 1953, :tg;;ml
a twenty-five-year agreement with the
‘:Izmm oil consortium that
per cent of Iran's oil in an

territory of 30, 0G0 il
?uwm T uare miles in

um include British Petroleum

cent), Shell Petroleum (14 e
Gulf }01; (7 per cent),
cent), Standard Oil of California (7
cent), Exxon (7 per cent), Tr.xns:é {;’“ r
c;nt}, Compagnie Francaise des Petroles
(6 per cent), and the Iricon group (5 per
up is com
American Independent Oil, Atlanti
Richfield, Charter Oil, Céntinental Oil
Getty Oll, and Standard Oil of Ohio,

Mem

That

lying lsrael with . - : I
18 geen in his suppty l 0 ¥ —
4 250511 it needs and providi ranian Oif ~ expanding production to 8 millio (o 1 contewy N
: ﬂ;zﬁ:i;mg ﬁwiiﬁﬁﬁﬁ n :; mu:;ﬁm:]hm targest oil-producing ' barrels a day by 1976, ; ;ﬁﬂﬁm]‘; :ﬁ Eﬁiﬁ&ﬂﬂ
popersian LU n the world, and as the second - at Chah Bahar and ;
sonnel have been largest in the Hilon The consortl : poin : . lkii The mﬂ ;‘ .
: “_‘““’*‘?; 3;?'1.11,,5 in Israel. The i 1 Sl East, Iran produces  that the ﬁmmnm‘ﬁk:ﬁ?mgn .-m‘idmi':: Elillilhb?t?s: EWY . of is Iﬂndhlﬁthe >

‘:;:ﬂ comparable to those w

stability, i
©f the consort- the oll companies.”

T cent),
obil Oil (7 per

Indian Ocean

posed of
Peking-Washingion detentes,

gulf states last January, The
shah's oil donsultant in 'Izeheﬂ’: added
provide long-term
“the continuous flow
of crude oll to the markets supplied by

Shalvs Front on the

The shah's policies are closely linked
to those of the US Government, and thus
reflect the Moscow-Washington and

o e
, S ﬂ:-"!-kf':h-'-

Indian Oclan, US contractors estimate
it will take 3-4 years to complete,

These huge bases are to perform Internal
as well as external functions, are
situated in Baluchistan, an area bited
by 750, 000 Baluchi tribespeople who are
united by culture and language with one
million Baluchis who live in Pakistan.
They are mainly farmers or nomads,
Although most of rural Iran is extemely

r — half of all villages are not access-
ible by road, life expectancy is forty-five
years, and the illiteracy rate is high —
Baluchistan is one of the most poverty-
stricken areas of the country.

out by

Iran

recently signed a $600 million contract
with the Kremlin to supply the Soviet

As a direct result of the Bangladesh
national struggle, the Baluchi nationalist
movement is gaining strength, And a
Baluchi movement for self-determination

deployed along Iraq's frontier, Clashes
yre frequent between the shah's forces

and Iraqui troops.

Of this general situation the shah com-
mented in his interview with Borchgrave:
#Come of the regimes on the other side

T e

IS ENERGY CR

BY RENFREY CLA RKE

For the last few months the US, according
to the American Press, has been moving
rapidly towards an 'energy crisis',

Severe shortages of gas and fuel oil are,

it seems, about to squeezc prices upward
2nd to result in the closure of thousands
of gds stations across the country. Ihe
major oil companies have stated their
plight flatly: " There is just not sufficient
refining capacity in the United States

to meet the total needs of the American
public for petroleum products.

But on closer study one finds curious,
contradictory facts emerging. ©On

April 6 the director of the office of
emergency preparedness reported that

US refineries were running at 88, 7 per
cent capacity, the lowest since last
December, The 1000 gas stations shut
down, and the 1500 threatened with
closure, fall into a significant patiern:
none of them belong to the live huge

oil companies which rank among the 12
largest corporations in the US, All of
these stations are operated by the indep=-
endent oil companies which {formerly
survived by buying refined petrol from
the glants, and which offered them
minor, but still disgquieting competition,

Also, while the oil companies justified

last northern winter by pointing to short=
ages, every major oil company, with
only one exception, maintained lower

they had a year earlier.
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present rate of expansion of oil
consumption, all known reserves will
be exhausted in a little over 20 years.
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ing oil cartel will have to be destroyed
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There are 50, 000 Baluchis working in
the small gulf states, and if they link up |
with the revolutionary move ment in the
gulf states or if the Baluchis living in

Pakistan are able to win the struggle for §
celf-determination, the effect would be @
far-reaching. In addition to upsetting i
the balance of power in the Arab-Persian §
Guli, such a deyelopment would give
added momentum 1O national struggles ing
Iran, :
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Nixon’s Last Option
[n Nixon's message on the "energy crisis"§
in April 1973, bhe spoke of the need for (8
Pmutual co-operation” rather than
ndestructive competition or dangerous
confrontation, " By co-operation he
means support to the shah's plan and
forcing the Arab countries into line,
But the stakes are 59 high that there are
other options. Peter Grose, a member
of the New York Times editorial board,
outlined a Western security pact modele
on the cold war strategy of a quarter=
century ago. "Walter ]J. Levy, 20
American petroleum consultant who bas
gone further than aoyone in designing an
Atlantic-Japanese ‘EDEIEY parmership, "
Crose wrote, "argues that neither the
Common Market nor Japan oor both units
together could .amas enough leverige,
without United States participation, t@
break the stranglehold which the oil
ucing countries could soon acquire O

the industrial socie ties. "
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BHP Workers
Continue Struggle

BY DAVID NIZOZ
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Their employer, the Broken Hill Pty Co
Ltd, has so far refused to make amy
concessions,
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As a result of the hideous policies of
BHP, migrant and other workers have to
live on a weekly wage of $56.30 before
tax and that already includes $5 bonus.
An hourly rate of $1.2825 is one of the
lowest rates paid to anoyone at the
moment,

E
ﬁ 8 As mentioned in previous issues of
8 E e DIRECT ACTION, the BHP warkc_ns
19 e 3 have been campaigning for a minimum
% 3 over-award payment of §18.50 a week.
: { ] .'-' ive bargaining, BHP is onc of the very
' '."f oy few companies which refuses 1o give amy
E b over-award payments and whose workers
¥ R are paid the miserable award only.
_!l_ P y-
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In other industries workers have long ago
established the principle that the award
handed down by the wage-fixing autho-
rity is only a minimum, and that
workers have the right to negotiate using
a1l means available including strike
action to achieve their aim . This right
is being denied by BHP and it is this

right that the series of strikes has been
3] abﬂﬂh

BHP cannot claim that it is in financial
difficulties and it can't pay the rates
‘asked for at the moment, On the con-
trary, BHP has just released its latest
profit figures showing that its profit has
o $2,6 million to a record level
| in the 1972-1973 financial year, Net
profit rose {from §76, 058, 000 to

§78, 632, 000.

| BHP's steel-making division, the centre

| of the current dispute, had contributed

| most of the increase with earnings lifted
~ from $7.4 million to €13, 9 million,

 Instead of giving in to the just demands
of the workers, BHP has threatened the

11 unions with deregistration, While

e deregistration proceedings have been

Inml slowly the threat has

In huge mass meetings in Sydney on
g g 6, Port Kembla on June i!‘?r and
| Newcastle on June 28 the steel workers
| voted to temporarily sispend their
. | rolling strikes and await the company
C1510n on ﬂ:_i!.irdeman& till the week
mm;ﬂ? 9, The recommenda-

o !

......

tion from this meeting is going © bc. put
to mass meetings 1o the week commeEn-~

cing July 16.

The outcome of this meeting will c?aud-u
whether an all-out vigoTous campaign
against BHP 15 going to take place. C:*nl'_,'
2 determined effort continuing the strike

Members of eleven unions arc continuing ,tion will hurt BHP and force it 1O
their campaign for oyer-award payments. .oy ply with the workers' demands.

Ford Strike
Continues

BY DOUG JORDAN

This campaign ls for the right of collect- e serike at Ford's Broadmeadows plant

has now become a major confrontation
between the bosses and workers fighting
to maintain their standard of living.

For this reason alone the Ford strikers
deserve the full support of the labor
movement, Ford has shown 1ts intention
of smashing the militancy of its workers
and maintaining the present barbaric
working conditions, With the strike now
entering its eighth week the militancy
2nd determination of the strikers to win
improved pay and job conditions remains
at a high level, This contrasts greatly
with the timidity shown by the official
union leadership.

Since DIRECT ACTION 43 (June 28)
there has been a further series of devel-
opments, Ford has attempied to isolate
the Broadmeadows' strikers by playing
one section of the work-force off
against another, Already Ford has
laid off over 1200 workers at its Geelong
plant and is threaténing even more lay-
offs, The union-has failed to respond to
this escalation, Ford's other plants still
continue to operate in Victoria and
interstate. Ford must be convinced that
to lay off workers in this fashion sim ply
does not pay, A wide range of tactics
are available to the unions up to and
including the complete shut-down of
Ford.

The union leadership has also failed in
the areas of publicity and finance,
Since the start of the strike there has
been a steady barrage of lies and
distortions by Ford about the violent
actions of "a minority", Despite the
urgent need to counter this and explain
the real issues involved in the strike,
the union leadership has not done this
in a clear-cut way.

Also after eight weeks the unions' strike
fund is rapidly running short, Ford's
stated aim of starving the workers back
to work must not be permitted *o
succeed. The union leadership must
immediately launch a massive cam-
paign for funds throughout the labor

moyement, They must zlearly exnlain
the fight being Wa ged by the F urd_
workers is in the interests of all wOrKers.
Such a campalgn would go a long way
to maintain the norale of the strikers.
The last two weeks has scen & series n;.\f
meerings benoween the union leadership
and Ford. These meetings were partly
organised by two Federal ministers,
Senator Bishop and Dr Jim Cairns,
Despite these meetings the dispute 15
o closer to settlement. Ford has
remained firm in its refusal to grant
amy concessions Or €Nngage in any lulks
about pay and conditions. The stuike
thus appears deadlocked for the 1une
being. One thing the rank and [il:
must insist on is that there must b 4
full and complete report of all the
talks between the unions and the

Ford. The union leadership must not
be allowed to agree to amy offers made
by Ford without a direct vote by the
rank and file, This coupled with the
militancy of the rank and file provides
the basic guarantee for a successful
outcome of the strike.

Brewery Workers
Go Back

BY SOL SALBY

The dismissal of a fork-1ift driver has
resulted in one of Sydney's breweries
most drawn out beer strikes, The walk-
out commenced on June 12 when the
driver, Brian Shaw, was sacked from
Tooth's Kent brewery for allegedly drop-
ping six dozen bottles of beer and then
driving over them, Members of his
union, the Federated Engine Drivers and
Firemen's Association walked out
immediately, 2000 more compamy
employees, mainly members of the
Federated Liquor and Allied Industries
Employees Union, also went on strike
the following day.

Over the next week t]!e strike spread to
Sydney's other breweries and to Toohey's
brewery in Cardiff, a Newcastle suburb.

The company's claim of the deliberate
destruction of the bottles has been
denied by Shaw and many of his work
mates, Beer bottles get damaged in the
large plants on a daily basis, Shaw has
said that he can produce at least seven
witnesses who will deny the company's
allegations, He claims that it was an
everyday occuwrence due to an accident,
"The pallet had a broken cross-number,
It was carrying 42 boxes — each with a
dozen bottles of beer — and six went,
And I certainly did not drive over them, "
Reports that the company has informed
some of its customers of an impending
strike some time in advance of Shaw's
dismissal undoubtedly confirm the whole

sct-up as a deliberate provocation by
the employers,

When the strike was referred to the

State Labor Council's disputes commitiee
after about a fortnight it recommended
thit an "independent" arbitrator investi-
gate the matter. This "independent"
;!.Tbl.tl::itl.'.*r turned out to be A,L, Menser

a rétired State Conciliation E-Dmmi::s,in.:-*n-
er, The recommendation for the union-
Lsts to go back to work while the arbi-
trator was investigating the dispute was
daccepted by the company, The sl.ril-.;:.ﬂ
rejected this proposal and the l;oml:u'-v-
h:n:! to accept the inquiry going on %
while the strike continued,

The "independent” arbitrator informed
I[:hu mass media that the firing was |
justified" and that the strikers should
%o haFia 10 work before he even .mr.,-nL---'u
ces his decision to them, While the
disputes committee recommended he
tfork-lift drivers th B o Fat) S

2 I that they go back t
work, they refused, ok

0

Only when the return-to-work motor
was put to the coml meuaen
L € combined meeting which
.1._ i.uu.;_: also members of the -,Lj'” ey
%J rai\jh.'.l.:l Metal Workers Union an 'i ¥
Builders Labourers' Feder -1'1.-.|.-- IR
manoeuvre successiul ~ It
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P‘Dn dh? o B I.T. ﬂffEl".rs a Si:‘l.uti.ﬂ'ﬂ of how to P].E.ﬂ an unicn, a $0-C4 lled extortion cast dmlng ﬁ-l‘_.']r-g that we gave away what we \i'luju'{

| ,

' 0 fact if it's compared with
§etal hgte::lfﬂ;niversities mﬁ? are already overdeveloped area in a much

; l:gd;enmd with the lack of schools that more congenial way. This actual scheme
I sxists ithg oyercrowding of classrooms has been drawn up by the blacks them-

| uﬁﬂ't overcrowding of hospitals, the selyes, We waived our decision not 1o

&
|
I

pla_-.: ing restrictions on the use of elect-

ricity by private consumers and industry
throwing thousands out of work, Subse-
quent eyents showed that the restrictions
were deliberately applied to produce

one of the strikes and, of course, on the
industrial front they tried to insert a
o-strike C ¢ into our award, The o g o e e e
:J:m—i%:lfkt}-:tiju‘iitt_’:::;c 1.1:.:13 to fi*¢e the What we have got in place of It is some=
Federal office to intervene and take over

have anyway. .

thing that could be termed a viclory.
o

admit any new members to the books in We have received the guaraniee of union

antagonism against the power worke ' n't amy child-care : ke n
but t%ﬁﬁ t.a{:tig failed g e hdgiﬁe:heea;nerﬂﬁac}( of finance order to allow black workers to build the the NSW branch. labor on all master builders' jobs. The
g i 3 then if this $2500 project. The scheme involves self-determ- : Government also laid down other condi-

i o It : i 2 tion and self-help for Aborigines and More recently the employers have tried tme: the builders had to employ every- i
On Friday, June 22, power workers | illion were in fact spent on education, ination and ? e Pt df borig t-et_f s 2 mew tactic, They thought that the :,,u_;a.\: ko ders h:: s, 1 s, ,

I i J i : 4 - x I Wy 1 CK 0o yicllm enion apd L
generated 4100 megawats, There were | health and welfare it would ease fremed- i i M) ot meen.ln & public would grab this question of workers' B RO e B unio
no restrictions and no excess demand, | &uly the burden on individuals in our the workers who do the work should be  ontrol and react against it, Their cam- union must drop the demand I1oF UG
Yet Fife claimed there would be saciety black, So we waived the rule and allowed  ©°DI® *1‘::31:“ ::;u : & in e 1 o3 hire.

. Z i) L T ' X xaign started Oy pulllng 4ds e DAPErs
excess demand and, without restrictioss, them to join the union and work on the 11::“11* e l~-u1ld'u;§ this question of wockers' _ ks s S N |
the RORS network would collapees DIRECT AC TION: Have the Green Bans job. I-:k:‘ﬁﬂ—.:':-'l -;5-:- communist plot and a take- L}IRE[t,: I .*";!LTEL::FH- w was the agree- i3
: mer alE2mEented i

. ladany impact on unemployment in the , S : over of the sacred capitalist system, But G e -l
Less than a fortnight later the Govern- | industry? DIRECT Al::T]CE"I\: The BLF 15 pl'\:.\bzb-_‘;'. we didn't fall for that three-card rick, Pringle: On the first day the industry : ‘
ment was forced to lift the restrictions, - the only union in the country which has : we kept on emphasising the issue of union bi‘-:b-;;. - Nepa e e ol . \:‘!1.’
-‘{herc b Shmmgﬁ and i b!‘ﬂk- ingle: ;‘L t}‘IE M UIACL 2 hasn't ﬂ.ffEC.tlId e e l‘_ﬂﬂquf“'ﬂfil n? lrl" _LTFH:?T;- ot ﬂh hire. A r’l'-‘ll union hire 1s C-!‘Ji}’ the basls D T'-ul;‘."f_\i qC: 1? =Ji-':--:|"-'.l.'. ’EL---.QI'L‘.'. cen hall past : '-'1, !.-"
down, which showed that the restrict- m;infment in any noticeable way at demands of the women's l_rberauon MOVE=  of what we are seeking — a permanent *\'-:_Ll:i ;;i;h[ -:]'rcﬂi-:--h by the e !t,k,
il g 0 mmmﬁk e i L i ol S #73 indtry -tu:ll'dr::imlidr_: t :~.-_~, nt :i._-c-'-. pdustry .‘n.I' cettle ' } r:!.f'-._'
Dnly 41{]‘:’ mEE;wam bﬂlng Ee ttd. i Expms‘scd? F : £ wiap) down. T.Tl'n:'] W inted to oy and create i 1{ { gll I‘:

' DIRECT ACTION: The Master Builders X : e A permanent industry means 52-weeks 5 atmosphere where they could blow it { i
Fife also lied about the Phnt gentmt— Awociation tried to Pla"- ' the theme Pril_'xg]f!:.’l'ir'ﬁ flght e t.ha rt_gl\t . FHCET: ¥ pay a yearl for the workers in the industry :LP J.r-r:':i';u .‘1 nd maintain their attack on ‘ET_; iy
ing capacity of some of the power ' of "worker control”, How do you see & lnd_w_lduals; the sex, Tct, f'?m'h_t . whether employed or unemployed. It us We were, however, able to stem it i. *‘; }ti
stations. For example, he listed Tal- workers' control in the building industry? or religion of a person shouldn't be amy would mean that workers would have 1o o ; ¢ Tl
lawarra power station, at Lake Mlawams | . criterion for any persen o be 315‘:““}‘“; be paid. It will lead to the employers off. : 'n-".’i"f"?
as having a present output of 100 mega- | Pringle: As far as we are concemned the ated agalnst. “'*f h’:‘"&‘;‘if‘;ﬂ;;i‘ﬁ: being forced to plan the industry better. DIRECT ACTION: What is the best way 2y 1 !_*
watts from one working uait, Yeta | principle involved is that we have a that there are many ] ; to help builders laborers in their cam- (B b
maintenance worker on the plant fight to a say in the industry. The building industry tha can be done DIRECT ACTION: What is the position paign? R
informed DIRECT ACTION that four | fesdamental issue on the Green Bans is women, We see no reason “l} - 'mim’:nﬂcm D the moment? How does the recent g |
additional units, each ganf.:r:ating 32 I the right of workers to decide how their who is able to work and Ege‘“ _:'rl:i:.?tak,m dispute affect the struggle for perma- Pringle: The best way is mass _ludicacmnﬁ N :
megawatts, were put on line every | laber is to be used and I think this is very shouldn't be employed. 30, W& TOR" 5 en mency? of support. The solid support from out- -
day in the 'Ptak usage period. Repas | fmdimental and [ don't believe we've the struggle up on this I;-.?SL? ol ﬁ;::;n 3 side the union which was shown in the E e ..

other stations also indicate | gone far enough, successful on sa‘:\‘f.'i";I occasions 1n hav g . le: The end result of the confronta- S eeting at the Trades Hall with 300 $.
from other § 1 ' loved in the industry which Pring . 5 3 lif )
discrepancies between the Governmenis women emp SR At T ’ tion was that we have switched the attack  people turning up from all walks of life f g
claims and the real situation. Is the industry itself we've never tackled is an innoyation for Australia, to smash the union (0 our Owi udvanta%'t. was a really gratifying experience. 1#!
t ;

the question of the buildings we actually The matter of permanency which wasn

build, U thi ' As well as supporting the right of women 1 November 1974 is [n that meeting of 300 people there was « i
There are several factors which forced \ . Upto this moment our main AT R f the on the agenda untl : _ n ting o1 3% T i
the Government to back down. Firstly, | emphasis has been rather defensive, 1_10_*5351“3-" GPF"T"“I'i_“E’ “:azi-fn:ir:;inint now the subject of a Federal inquiry. It's more practical 11*-'1'1’*‘715-1"__1:"5'“'*'3}‘l Uﬁ;::;fz |

it was unable to whip up pubiic op i- ) inidators of a newspape ) 2 a positive inquiry, rather than just 3 talk=- any Trades and Labour Council m g (
Jont b rer workems. S¢€ ' . We have only stopped buildings, we calling on members ol FARUIATIETS (o 1 cshop, While the parties to the dispute [ have ever been to, The Trades and K
i Pm" becoming upset that | haven't mid what should be huiit instead. support the McKenzie-Lam> e hbetr; 3 haven't been able to agree on the terms Labour Council ke decisions to do ;
employers w e essly losing production: The only exceptions have been the ising abortion. And we have el by ence, the ACTU has adopted our  certain things. The fact is that they | {
they Tr.oms e EZ ;fers wWo Redfern housing project where we did women's Abortion Action Campalgn terms almost in toto. don't have the capacity to do them i
o £ € Members of the fy that we wouldn't build anything but publicise the June 30 march, amyway, even if they had the intent

accept the la r=offs, which 1.%&2‘,’ don't usually have.

Metal Workers Union

- itched o0
turned up for work and swilc
the power and worked machines against

the employers’ wishes,

Amalgamate |
[ think that in future as these things arise,

rticularly if we are ina strike situation,
E: «ill certainly be calling on all those
elements to come out in possibly a
physical way as the dispute goes on, 1o

suppﬂrt us.

Askin was finally forced 19 rnﬂ.t
workers' re prcscnt;uives on ‘Fridjz
July 6. Sydney power workers

trated thelr support o
week outside the gﬂvcm.ment

where the meeting wWas being held.

DIRECT ACTION: How does trade union
activity differ under the Labor Govern-

ment? 1 ¥

Pringle: In everyday work it doesn't
diil?fr very much because W€ are still
faced with the capitalists as an opposi-
tion, But in this particular dispute 3
could only say that the Labor GOveR
ment played ano extremely imporast
role in bringing about the vt
Under normal circumstances t could
haye taken probably a four-to-Tives
weeks' strike just to obtain that. i
that regard it was very tive but 1o t
reality it was only the left-wiog ﬁm
in Caucus which fought bard for t

tion. At apy rate in the general
sense our enemy is still the capitalist,

On July 11, the 35-hour .;-ummitl:;:
composed of delegates from all } oy
sites, decided to give Askin un J
13, to answer their claim fora 9
working week, Askin said he wou

: But he has already
& from the N

answer on July 7.
come under presur
- : £
Employers' Federalion to Oppose th

workers' dema nds,

The SEC t.‘.n\i_‘rlc'l_.'uti and other wa;kl‘ﬁ
must stand firm. It seems un]ﬂ?ﬂﬂ
that Askin will give in butd |
offort will gain the 35-housr week for
woThKEers., The Federal Labor Govern-
ment must also be forced o intEﬂ:’fnﬂ
! aecist the workers, 1 m st take
of electricity &
L cﬂ]]ﬂﬂ]-!

-

lec g e
€0l mass meeting of builders laborers

ne I':-\:'-‘-'.I'-.. [1On

"oy daa Lo
industry undet wWOorHen
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BY CHRIS GRAHAM

Rrezhnev's visit to the United States,
from June 18 to 26 came at a good time
for Nixon and for the imperialist system
as a whole, For Nixon it provided a
respite from the hammering he received
ac a result of the Watergate disclosures,
and a chance to restore his lost credibi-
lity. For the US ruling class the visit
provided the oppertunity o consolidate
the assistance of the Soviet bureaucracy
in maintaining the status quo — which
is what Nixon and Brezhnev mean when
they talk about ngecuring world peace”.

,\'*-ﬂ-'-r ek N o T

BACKGROUND TO DETENTE

The recent recession which started in the
US in 1969 ended the economic boom
which had characterised US imperialism's
supremacy over world capitalism. Co-
{inciding with this was a new upsurge of
the world revolution with the Vietnamese
fighters leading the offensive against
imperialist rule over the colonial world.

The US ruling class began to consider
more seriously the ct of enlisting
the aid of the Stalinists in providing
both a partial economic panacea in the
form of increased trade, and more
importantly exerting pressure on the
colonial liberation movements L0 come
to terms with imperialism. Asa result,
the repeated offers of "peaceful coexist-
ence' by both the Peking and Moscow
Stalinists came to be seen as compatible
with imperialist interests. Hence Nixon's
visits to Peking and Moscow.

THE "PETERSON REPORT"

The ctive of detente with the
Stalinists was raised in the Peterson
Report, prepared in 1971 by Peter G,
Peterson, then one of Nixon's aides,
The report outlined Nixon's New Econo-
mic Policy (NEP) in the face of the
recession, The following excerpts are

- relevant with respect to the part that

. imperialism expected of the Stalinists:

"Relations with the communist world are

opening up rapidly. The United States

. hasa long way o go in matching the

- trade levels of East and West Ewrope with

_gacl_: other,” The report noted that the

. US share ot total Western trade with the

USSR throughout the sixties had been
-about three per cent of exports and two
per cent of imports.  Yet in that period,

Western trade with the USSR had tebled,

& ; y -'_
. _-.alllt: accounting for most of the increase,

112 repart sought to emphasise the
- tigal gains that detente could bring
: rather than the economic ones:

¥, ««if the Soviet Union should reorde
- its pricrities and permit more Imeignr
7 decision involvement in domestic co-
L operative ventures, significant long-run

. 1:_M nefits of a predominantly political
nature might accrue to the United States
~such as: a) the potential reduction of the
~ Soviet threat to our security.,. b)a
- degree of Soviet acceptance of the
'.mﬂ' tional system, implied by the
ey § permitting domestic involvement
" cor tions as parmers; and

- €) polit H_ii‘:m, : Egn inherent in
Anc rmational commerci
~ and ﬂ:]ml::“lﬁtcmm. o\r::;llﬁl such
B political gaing might far outwe

~ relatively modest economic u:ﬂ:uﬂj'?

THE NIXON-BREZHNEY SHOW

~ This perspective was strikingly b

. orn
by the agreements that NixnnYaI}d B:eglr.t
ey sigoed on June 19 — each of which
~ had been arranged months in advance

peli-

¥ Aol

2~ N, :
S R

~ with Western European and Japanese capit-

~ @nd were being held up for signing during

L)

Nixon-Brezhnev Summit ~ No Ro

The June 19 agreemeni¥

the big visit.
COmMmEerce and

covered transportation,
oceanography (co-operation in research-
ing these fields) and culture (both sides
agreed this was a good thing and that
there should be more of it, )

These agreements were followed by five
more providing for the lifting of various
technical and travel restrictions. Also
agreed upon was the establishment of a
US-Soviet chamber of commerce with
offices in both countries, Like the first
four agreements, these had already been
approved in advance, Their signing now
simply kept the detente in the news,

Even the most ardent supporters of
"peaceful coesxistence" would have to
admit that in terms of a detente, these
agreements would not be worth more
than the ceremonial bear-hugging and
back-slapping that accompanied them,
So, wo more agreements Were hauled
out as well, The first of these was an
agreement in principle to hold further
negotiations aimed at limiting nuclear
arms and co-operating in finding ways
to peacefully exploit atomic energy.

The other pact, billed as the "big
surprise” of Brezhnev's visit, was the
"Accord on Avoiding Atomic War",
This agreement had been secretly
negotiated over a one-year period and
was revealed only hours before iis sign-
ing on June 22,

tions now going on in Cambodia were

in progress when this agreement was
being nugctlatcd. And it was not raised
as replying to that particular situation. i

This "trust” was reaffirmed by Leconid
Zamyatin, a Soviet official accompany-
ing Brezhnev, who was asked if the
accord could forestall another Soviet
action like the invasion of Czechoslov-
akia in 1968, He replied, "The Soviet
Union always adheres to the pr inciple of
non-interference in the domestic affairs
of another country...If you imply that
external forces could be used for chang-
ing the existing system in a country, the
answer is that we have always honored
our obligations as allies. And this
agreement does nothing to change the
obligation of the United States to its
allies or change the obligation of the
Soviet Union to its allies, "

In other words, Zamyatin's answer is
"no', The agreement entitled the
Kremlin bureaucracy to continue sup-
pressing struggles for socialist democracy
in Eastern Europe, just as US imperialism
would be entitled to continue its wars of
aggression against national liberation
struggles.

Brezhney drove home this point in his
televised speech to the American people
on June 24:

"The improyement of Soviet-American

v
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Brezhpey and Nixon., The struggles
. v an . ggles of oppressed pecples are considered " e
of tensions", See page 7 for detalls of public meetings on the m;ﬂt[;.fj thl:':'a:;:gdj

detente with Moscow and Peking,
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BEAR-HUGGING IN WAS
BOMBS ON CAMBODIA Sl

Obviously, the US-Soviet detente can-
not be gauged purely by these agree-
ments, As Bernard Gwertzman comment-
u:d in The New York Times on June 23

The underlying significance of the :
abcmrd does not lie in any specific detail
t;;zt rather in the growing willingness of

e United States and the Soviet Union

10 put on paper their trust i
ust in e 3
good intentions, " ach other's

The extent of this "trust" was revealed
when a reporter asked pﬂ:h‘id-.:nti'.{lh
adviser Kissinger if the accord would
h:a\.'E amy bearing on Nixon's "good inte
tions" on Cambodia where US bombe L o
were flying two hundred sorties a day i
Kissinger replied, "The militan,,: 01:-:.11:.:-

:;ll.ztiﬂns undoubtedly played its useful
3 ::;1 .prﬂmpting the termination of the
: n& rawn-out war in Vietnam." This
Umi €f substantiates that the Soviet 3
n: on had actually pressured the Viet-
Thmr;:e 10 accept the Paris
th::aLt S;‘f York Times reported on June 25
Pk .lgl diplemats had privately said
o E__l:. oviet Union had worked behind
2 G;I...m:s L0 persuade the Vietnamese to
iegotiate with the US when they were
reluctant to do o e

1=

The Vie .

Cﬂl:t;.nh?tl?dmu:': themselves feared a

o uation of this Soviet policy result-
g Irom Brezhnev's visit 5 oy

newspape oy :

JHT:‘}_[-I:tFL Iy MNhan [j.jl_]} [h;.‘_\}- implicith
.'|-1-. ed I_-rﬁ_'-_ﬂ“-.,l_..‘. l"} T P 2 -If'

policy of "detente 3 -1~I-'H Seadshy

o i Camong t hig s aes!!

e . = g the big powers

50 []'I,JI. [I]_l,_ US Can more : s | L

the small nations. » asily "repress

ad to Peace

DETENTE THREA TENS

peace accords,

In their wee l.|‘:,'

REVCLUTION

The Vietnamese were not the
fear the conseguences of Bre
The Palestinian people, fj

determination on the
expressed the fear in
reports that Brezhney

PALESTINA N

| gy CHRIS ©
' 11 taken on June 1 revealed
A Gallup E:;irds of the American peuplu
32088 ¢ Nixon was involved in ﬂfm
2 conspiracy About half o
ﬁlﬁrﬁ'i;_.w that Nixon had ﬂrgan%md,
\ 4 prior wnowledge of the bugging
L m tf:gm. The remainder maint-
fat A that Nixon had no prior knowledge
A te. but tried o suppress it
o w“tfﬁm;da! broke. As this poll :
“when ken pefore the testimony of former
“’t:aidc John Dean was heard by the
% commitiee investigating Water-
i ¢ indication of the wide-

is a clea
e grcvﬂliion against Watergale and

I .
i i e testimony
climate, Dean's :
tmﬂ;l:f:ncd to bring Watergate 10 crisis
point In an attempt 10 avoid further
. ;

Nixon launched a counter-
EIPQSUIEI

sttacks

rt was 1o attempt to post-

ane D set for June 28,
o duration of Saviet leader Brezh-

Ouly ongy k
§ visiy

ghting f; ‘

other si degn{i :iif..
]

VATIOUS news
could malke 3 gy

with Nixon to oressure th Onzeryy
- a‘ E c i
Arab regimes into a settlement w]ﬂ:m

Israel at the expense
people.

of the Palestinizy

Brezhnev gave every indicati
fears were well-founded, Iflem:uﬂlﬁn:gm
ers that the Middle East was "ope of the

hotbeds of dangerous

tension in
comparable to the situation in the world,

before the Paris peace a
' greément,
solution, or rather his and Nixon's sulf:.

tion was that "in this

be assured as soon as possible and 2 stabls

area justice should

peace settlement reached that would
restore the legitimate rights of those who

have suffered from the war and enspre the
security of all the peoples of that region,*

The New York Times noted the "moder-

ate language" of this

"balancing Arab demands for lost temitory |

with Israel's security

"moderate"”, the Times meant conciliat-
ory to the interests of Israel and impenal-

ism.

statement in

interests", By

"PEACEFUL COEXISTENCE": LENIN VS5

BREZHNEV

The Stalinists of both the Peking and
Moscow stripe attribute their peaceful
coexistence policy to Lenin, Thisisa

travesty of the truth,

as the following

quotation from the famous twenty-0be
conditions for membership of the Third
International proclaimed by Lenin and
Trotsky in 1920 shows:

"Every party that wishes to affil

the Third International must.. LEXpost
the falsehood and hypocrisy of social

pacifism,

lutionary ove rthrow ©

It must systematically point |
out to the workers that without the revo- |

{ capitalism, Do

international courts of arbitration, 0o
talk about reducing armaments, oo

‘democratic! reorgani

of Nations will save manki

imperialist wars."

As the
isolated, Lenin and
pelicy
ist powers,
50 on,

expressed above in retur

ments,

For example, Lenin

told the people of the world — af
did during the summit meeting =
the Vietnam war
s, Lenin woul

Richard Nixon,
is a "man of peace

have expressed "grea

Richard Nixon, a le

Cold War McCarthyite p
decimated the American

fifties,
It was the privilege

the first workers' sta

"peaceful coexistence
Brezhnev learnt "peaceful coe
from these g‘r:wﬂ-diggﬂﬁ of
and world revolution,

The Stalinist bureaucrats attemp

persuade people

utopian dea that peace ¢a
to the imp-.*riuli.scs.

: n
such policies only strengthe

1L‘.1LJ."I .l.'l'l'q
cOnNirary,
imperialism’s hand
Carmy out eve
which increase the
wWarl,

Soviet Union became
Trotsky

of manoeuvring between imperid

1 ments a
meking e LT i

But they neyer conce
. n for such agree=

d bureaucracyy
by Joseph Stalin, which usurped

n more

sation

moic
puﬂued i

would
that

¢ admiration” fof
ding figure in

Y Erg&! which

left in the

te and canﬂﬂe‘l
" jnto a

and emhbolden it
barbarous meds
likelihood of nut

Indo-Chisg

jate with

of the Leagut
nd from future

4 nevel |

led
e

"Pfinclﬂ"-‘
xistence
the Busﬂ-’m
pot from Lenin.

the ;
I ::THJE yisit to the us. iT}u; w:aszﬁ
! d the day before jun€ o,
amtown) denied interfering

\ nile the White House
ihii ;':e pnate com mittee, a:fnd Sﬁnﬂh’f
pemocratic pParty leader Mike Mansfield
co-operative ly said that he was respon-
gble, there werc undoubtedly a _numb:::
of sighs ©f elief in the Oval Office when

the postponement Was announced,

i

Nixon's motives were obvious. An}:thing
which threatened to distract attention
from Brezhney's visit had to be sup-

ed, particularly when it threatened
Nixon's p-::-lici.:,al survival.

The Senate committee apparently felt

likewise. Its decision to postpone Dean's
testimony was almost unanimous. Even
smayerick" Republican Paul McCloskey
yoted for the postponement, So too did
Democrats Hubert Humphery and Edward
Kenpedy. The only dissenter was 4
Republican, Senator Wiecher from
Connecticut. This should dispel any
remaining illusions that the Democrats
would shy away from making a bi-

tisan effort to stop the Watergate
reyelations from placing the credibility
of the capitalist system, as well as that
of Nixon, in question,

T ——

The securing of the Senate committee's
decision was a "bi-partisan effort" in
- more ways than one, The Soviet bureau-
| cracy made every effort tO spare Nixon
| and Brezhnev the embarrassment of
Dean's testimony, The New York Post
reported on July 19 that "it was an opeén
secret that the Russians had {orcelully
conveyed their displeasure with the
timing of the Dean testimony in all ways
short of a formal intervention.

nSoviet officials argued that Dean's
charges would amount 1o an indirect
attack on Brezhnev for having agre ed to
come here at this time, . . They also
acknowledged concern that the Water-
gate hearings would detract from Brezh-
nev's visit, "

The Soviet bureaucracy, hoOwever, has
ot "acknowledged concern' that Brezh-
mey's visit might detract from the Water-
gate hearings,

The Kremlin's efforts quite cogently give
l the lie to Brezhnev's widely quoted

* remark on June 14 that "it would be

quite unsuitable for me to intervene

(in Watergate) in any way."

Quite the contrary! Erezthnev was only
teo willing to intervene in Watergate —
on Nixon's side. Indeed, the Soviet
bureaucrats have given Nixon just about
tver{ conceivable assistance short of
supplying him with electronic bugging
gear,

The testimony of John Dean is the big-
gest bombshell since the outbreak of the
Watergate scandal, While he doubts

that Nixon was not involyved in the

actual planning of the Watergate bugging,
a qualification which is highly debatable
to say the least, his evidence, largely
directed at establishing Nixon's attempt
10 cover up Watergate, isa damning
indictment of Nixon.

Aod by implication, Dean Prct\ridﬂi =
revealing insight into the workings of the
ﬁfplulm system which 1s centrai to the
Watergate affair,

John Dean is indeed qualified to reveal
t"hu methods used by the ruling class to
maintain its rule, A law graduate, he
\ 'f‘;} sacked from his {irst job for having
lﬂ[ ontained a license for a \.'.'IIIL"'Ht h-: hi..‘a own

llisirsre -'i'r"#ri‘m..:

imony

name, Dean entered Nizon's Justice
Department where his job was to spy on
and harass radical and antl-war groups.
Before the massive anti-war demonstra-
tionainn hriwcmher lsi
was in charge of handling negotiations
with the organisers of thEac on, did

everything possible to provoke an atmos-
phére of confrontation,

In 1970 Dean became White House legal
counsel, But this was just a change in
title; his job remained much the same,
Dean organised the cover-up of a
$US400, 000 donation from the Inter-
national Telephone and Telegraph
corporation to the Committee to Re-
elect the President (CREEP) in return for
a favorable sertlement of an anti-trust
suit.

Dean was first publicly linked with
Watergate on August 29 when Nixon
attributed to him a report establishing
that the White House had not been
involved in the Watergate affair.
denies having writien the report,

Dean admits that he had, with Halde-
man, Erlichmann and Nixon, played a
large part in the covering up of the
Watergate scandal, As the cover-ups
were exposed, Dean feared he was being
set up a5 a scapegoat to absolye Nixon
from blame. He began to resist further
cover-up measures and urged that the
Nixon Administration make a clean
breast of Watergate, On April 16 Nixon
asked Dean to resign "because of his

-

silence, Nixon's press secretary Ziegler
informed the press on July 6 that Presi-
dent Mixon wlll not testify before the
Senate commitiee, but will make a
statement when it concludes its investiga-
tion — in early September, It is unlikely
that mounting public outrage not only
about Watergate but on Nixon's
presidency as a whole will allow him to
procrastinate,

implicate the Nixon Administration,
Dean reported to Nixon that Erlichmann,
Haldeman and himself could be indicted.
Nixon then discussed the possibility of his
own indictment, a sure-fire indication of

his own involyvement in Watergate.

1969, Dean, who

Dean also discussed with Nixon the
possibility of paying off Watergater
Howard Hunt who had been blackmailing
the Administration. It was revealed in
press reports that Hunt had been paid

$US 250,000 to keep silent, According
to the Washington Post of June 15, one of
the reasons for the pay-offs was that Hunt
threatened to reveal Administration's
spying against radicals, political
opponents and the press.

Furthermore, Dean's testimony received
comoboration in advance from Jeb Mag-
ruder, who, like Dean, algo made a deal
with the prosecutors to give evidence in
return for only having to be prosecuted
on one charge for his part in the Water-
gate conspiracy.

The prospect of a Senate inquiry further MAGRUDER'S TESTIMONY

threatened the Nixon Administration's
position, Dean, Haldeman and Erlich-
mann met at La Costa in February to
discuss this. According to Dean, it was
decided to "publicly encourage" the
inguiry, but to "privately restrain” it.
On February 27 Nixon told Dean that the
Watergate cover-up was taking up 1o
much time for Haldeman and Erlichmann
and that in future Dean was to report
“directly" to Nixon.

According to Magruder, the Watergate
bugging was planned at a series of meet-
ings in January, February and March
1972. Present at these meetings were
Magruder, Dean, Gordon Liddy (finance
dire ctor of CREEP and one of the Water-
gate Seven already convicted for his role
in Watergate) John Mitchell and Freder=
ick La Rue, a former White House aide
and CREEP "activist" who has rece ntly
admitted his complicity in Walergate.

Dean
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ATTACKS ON RADICALS

These meetings discussed a plan prepared
by Liddy to spy on radicals. It included
a proposal to kidnap radical leaders and
hold them in Mexico until the election
was over, The total cost of the plan
amounted to $US 1, 000, 000. It was
fynrealistic™ and "toO expen-
meeting Liddy sub-

Dean also gave a comprehensive out=
line of the repression of the mass move-
ments spawned by the far-reaching rad-
icalisation in America, Dean gave de-
e of an Administration Yspy-[ L
tails of an Administration "spy-plan e ieted as
sive”. At the next
mitted a
sUS 250, 000 budget.
the plan

scaled-down version on a

This cheaper

version wis which spawned

Watergate. Buat they may as W ell haye
kept to the original one. Watergate has
cost them far more than that — quite & it
apart from the political damage. ESt H
all
- Je ractimonyv 12 by |~# i
This aspect of Magruder's testimony 1s By ! R
far the most significant. It proves con- IJi‘J_':,;
clusively that Watergale was motivated !&' Li
bv Administration concern af the grow- [,P;: iy
ing opposinon in the US to Nixor 15 1; i
z | - 1 I — r:-'. '
aggression in Indo-L hina, to the oppres- T ’.t
ion of women, racism, and the expioiia= 40 1l
. #l’ M
t1on ol I...’_,..,.: q._‘ .. L.
ait |
Magruder also supplies eviden vhich b
could link Nixon wi latergate. He |
testified that during LOls pericd e
:'-.."|'=-.-f!\..}- al| thesé mee 175, inclualnog .
discussion 01 tergate, to LOTdol
":\E 1 10, 1:!-.i|.!- ma ! 11 I";-\.I.'I.'\E'."lfll-!'.
had been assign d by Ni to watch the i
lection campaign and Keep hi
inlormed of important Qeve lopments |
|
& % i~ AaN BEYWER N THE + A '
_-'|_\”.{J,['-._.‘|_. |'._-.1,,|. 3 ML 11 MNE
MA NDA RINS
Curently tesulying 1s former election

campaign director John Mitchell,
hel { for attempt-

Mitchell has been indictec .

ing to obstruct } pstice and 10T E'r-.i;-.iu_.!er:t 1

electioneering activities, charges which y

qrose out of Watergate, Unlike most of

Nixon's ;‘ELE_'-R"'T«.];.l_'_lr.E.' — or, rather, IOrmer ! B

subordinates, — Mitc hell has apparently i -

decided to carmy the can for his boss. . 3

Mitchell has testified that he did not . 4
S *in tell Nixon about the Watergale bugging 8 b

and cover-up until after the election. -

Dean's devastating testimony !ITIEIILC...:T.IITIE
to Nixon-Brezhney meclings.

o 11

— Mitchell appears to be part of Nixon's

latest ploy, to attempt o implicate his

direct subordinates, Mitchell, Haldeman

and Erlichmann and thus save Nixon

from exposurc, It is unlikely that

Haldeman and Erlichmann, who are 10 ¢
testify after Mitchell, will be willing

accomplices,

devised in 1970 simed at barassing anti-
men's liberation, black and lab-
Dean claimed that he was
told by Haldeman in August to "get the
plan implemented. " We have rr-:partu:'.‘-
an examples of this repression in previous
issues of DIRECT ACTION.

Dean

ste affair.”
30 he was sacked,
beans, in
ty from prosecution for

role in the Wate

refused. On Apri
On May 5 Dean gpilled the
return for immuni
his role in Watergate.

nGOOD JOB, JOHN'

war,; wo
or activists.

Nixon's alternatives have been consider-
ably narrowed down by the evenls of the
~st month, Indeed, he appears to have
fwo choices: resign or be impeached.
From the point of view of the US ruling
class, the former is preferable; an
impeachment trial would of necessity
result in disclosures that would ruin oot
only the credibility of Nixen, but of US

e movement of black people for sell-
E:}m::ninatiﬂn has been one of the hard-
ect hit by Watergate-type repression on
the part of the Nixon Administration.
Wwith the disclosure of these methods,
such as the campaign agl inst civil-rights
leader Martin Luther King, and the vio-
lent attacks against the militant Black

e tified that he discussed the
's[:."?t:;r;;te cover-up with }fnen.“abcrut
35 or 40 times. n The White House
initially denied this as a "vile slaf:detru.
It was subsequently forced to admit L t
the discussions in fact took place. It was
significant that the Senate commitiee

' king Dean about the | ni
oo Efrgizéugi%m with Nixon, Panther Party, ]:lac_h m_:uws.ls_am now. y e D N s
na ture of his ; them,. For demanding an ingquary into this repression. cap . A e LS pasn
Rather G e 0 being thrown into new and 1 g
s difficulties, it is conceivable that the

n was as.kEd “h'ﬁ (] ;II‘SD' annﬂuﬂttd the existence of a

ith Nixon were 1d decide that Nixon was

Dean _
serve their interests. )

le, Dea
exampic, ruling clags wou

thought his SREILER S ritten "hate list", consisting of radicals, :
impertant, he d*dﬂ‘:“'tnk:ﬁii I [H' ; Ethgught prominent IIpv.:;b]i':: figures, such as anti= no longer fit to l
record of them. ca P ' Searldent war actress Jane Fonda, and Democratic {inlst Stewart __
ot Radical groups such as the As conservative colum : ]
g Alsop commented in the July 2 issue ©

them very incriminating

* liticians.
of the United States. polita

Socialist Workers Party, the Communist

pParty and others are also "on the list". Nixon would be a "lame-

Newsweek,
duck"” President even if he mana

- . 1y was, After
Dean's testimomy certainly W : Wat te, And
the announcement of Ehe .mdmm::? 1::-[ Dean's testimony has cancelled out E]Emc,;te ihmﬁif $fmas;;?ﬂﬁ of the
the w;tcrg:; te Se:cn.l :l;.‘lea; i_:EuTmpuﬂe dly several of Nixﬂnlsin?ticlnf on t:lt:::;f; E;Ih ﬁ:dﬂgfkins people, women,
Nixon on Septembet - == ate affair. Administratiog a=-e th haye gained
1 b (Haldeman) ion, allegations of blacks, gays, and you g
.id. "Good job, Joho. Bo haracter assassimation, a ega ! te~losures, it 1§
:I:s heen telling me what 3 fine 198 ﬁhrin:s" {*) and finally the ridiculous o ki3 antwrgat;f;‘:“im“ to contend
you've been doing. " charge that Dean mn:[ﬂ-m{m:;fo ﬂll;u i w“ht;h;::&:xacnmr of US capitalism in
- then trie
Watergate 4 ffair and n tri P Ve i I g

| revelations of Water= on Nixon have been replaced by stony

: initia
When the 1ol threatened o

gater James MecCord
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wison Challenges Labour F.xecive
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4 wilson yesterday served to by the NEC
Haro! e did not intend to lead the for tha s ©r by the party conference
e that h e election with t matter, when it came to dra inherent source of conflict inside the
" v : arty into the next SlECLCE v up a general election manifest yeing Labour Party: albeit distortedly, in internal power
- o ?'\tﬁl L K cemmumcnl o u:lliwﬁth:ﬁ Eﬁiur - sto, mgl:f; The immediate source of the
D ' Wy : Ve largest companies hang ng rour Perhaops t " The current dissension is not diffic it t
? o B N I \ i o 1_‘ ; Eww- vianchester Guardlan . E’m;mc::umt telling comment came pﬂﬂle?nb;qwr:am' uﬂéi}m the two other locate, "The present nmweu " rfatts
AR ns SﬁH‘T Hl : I 5 iul?:i:a{ sta ff writer pavid McKie on leader of the L?ESEITH’ former deputy was created 1ﬁmﬂ.¢m§:‘;gmﬁeml even the Times Edimﬂalg Fehe ufte L
11 ' £oi, . Yo arty, who could A amalgam of personal
- Vigd 1& ﬁs DE u b ' L not understand why Wilson Britain of mass political - - .z ambition and
g ’5 o o a0 statement, by Wilson had issued the including trade Tnions ﬁ:r;?:ﬁm;:rw E?:itliﬁszil conyiceion, govstch BEEN
» | | , z n hMay - g C (] iti :
L. I.'!' . S U T RABA T days earlier, W l.,.i.f"r. 4 I.I_u, : del o “"E“niﬁd as an electoral adjunct ioni o }:J'Cl'htlm'll’y RERYE I:r:ade
s member National Executive b i to a ‘ : junc unionlsts and constituen membe
1‘. gry-niné mer All he had to do yesterd: parliamentary interest, On th he Wi : <Y s with
) . e e (NEC) bea o .ipl-,ro',.r{:d by seven said Gﬂ'ﬂrgﬁﬁﬁfq-»h"r., erday, really,™ . n the Lha 1411{3'31‘] administration in its later
stla gix @ commitment not only Lo June 1 Times |r:'l,lﬁ :cce‘ﬁh“i to the years,
R five of il _ [ as to rally the col-
. coalise pwenty=11ve of Britain’s les cues. £ i cho - .
i e ompanies but also to create d it %mdim T hj-_" as going to vote against Wilson's response would be inexplicable
com| edeph 1 vote against it, " if he did not feel a potential challenge
1 wational Enterprise Boare :”-d to his conservative leadershi 113 F;EL
11 < pTS O - Fic 3 -. i 3 - I L=t P s H
| .~ reaching F'ofﬂ'r;hf_&:h[:d;;:in e g;}j&s f“gﬁ‘-“-‘r_ that the rift is perhaps must 2lso have sensed that hE: wa:;;tc at
_il! acquisition in | Ty » i I-ull an it appears, Certainly this stage sericusly thre atened by the
1} 1 ¥ilson's difficulty now, which he party's "left wing"
8 gmall vOL& was due to the fact that doubtedly was ¢;L:tn_c.::i::qu of, is i : s
e een Of the NEC m-.‘.mbf.'r_:; elther did has reawakened the im- n, is that he s s lled Tate W o _
‘ - attend Of drifted out during the about who should IP.:J st il Hehallenge" e
Fl ﬂt ']"h e ]'I‘ul]ﬂb'l:ﬂ; ﬂbﬁtﬂ.iﬂﬂ-d sont : run the Labour Fart\rﬂ =y Cra Ll’;g{: 0 mManoeuyTES within the
it &t khﬁ'. W[ilmn who as party le 1:.1|:r shinPEancc or the parllamentary leader- party's upper echelons, Some left-
E3 B including ' R . . wingers, such as Anthony Wedgewood
S A lways ahstains in NEC Ben : : o i Sk
_ . — ﬂﬁmnt]f aly enn, held major offices in the last
: e ~ In his challenge t ; Labour Governme
1 ; hig Eed o ik ¢ berween the CGE and the CGT. debates. § ge to the authority of the abour Goyernment and themselves bear
F £ g = aligarchy; 1t 18 enough to listen IO what P‘-’“—‘ . i conference, Wi : et responsibility for o wrt ¢
: ' 8 BY MIKE JONES ;htsl{-.ad?r::'s of the I.Jngion [ndustrial, the Barely over @ month ago, RUCE 1d | to nationalise the twenty= manifesto éor;:ul-flitnﬂf cutr:;:irzl:n'b Stk 19% E‘-I'IL‘::} c[Te -[ﬁ':mTcrr‘blI'hf‘::r!irwnm =
il 5. 5 - - S Tad & ) @ o0 © . A 1 L — w N Vv
iy = Over 30 people were killed and over Sociedad Rural (Rural Seciety) and the d'vfj'_l:ﬂd*-d -“3 1:‘-;15;,[1?{ 21-?: min:mum kompanies will now be part of 4 posed of the shadow Cabinet alri;':hn; {nterests are thus more closely aligned
Y s 300 wounded in a shoot-out benween Confederacion General Ec?nonalca (Gen- piigfu per 1;11.11 e Sh SRR Ve oalley document 1o be published and NEC, has a veto over what goes into hi . with the party's electoral course R
. Spposing & cttons of the Peronist move- eral Economic Confederauc-n] to under- necessary 1or relieying Lhe r ps. Lo | dtbilﬂd at the next annual conference election manifesto, Supporiers of e with the real needs of the working class
e ) mﬂlﬂ dming 5 demcrnsmtiﬂn of Wﬁltﬂmﬁ Et:-'.ll':ld that il the bosses 1TE h-_lp'-FY’ it is t_hc ,F\rg-i.‘.nll'['lﬁ \‘.'ICJI.'I.-'LCI'E. ﬂ‘l.‘.][lmdl SC'C 1al= ignctﬁher- H it is BPPTUVEd bY two- vato "Tight" _Z ke pll‘t}" 'right L --.Lnd A58,
51 5 for former President Peron, because the workers have been cheated." {sta commented: thirds of those voting at the party con- the bourgeols press — base their .15 5 _ Even the proposal to nationalise twenty-
iR s . o ce, those responsible for drafring ment on an ambiguity in the !wagh five large companies frightgned Michael
E’ } | The fighting was followed up on July 1 These words appeared on the front cOVET "WF cannot accept in any way the Irat N next election mam{esm will be hard constitution, which gives the conference i Foot, the most outspoxen Labour "left-
5: F ' with the takeover of the national office of the June 13-20 edition of the Argen- which the agreement pIfErE 1o E[ A= Spet 19 justify its EXCALEOD s control over the programme but does Harold Wilson winger®, Footargued agaiuss e clfying
1y of the Partido Justicialista (Socialist tine :Ewlutiﬂmr"-smiaiist newspaper, the trade union leaders who signed the not mention the election manifesto, e o vl X o the ,“u’:“b‘:,‘ of companies, apparently
r- LN 3 Justice Party) by 2000 members of the Avanmda Socialista. They refer to the blank cheque for _the bosses. The pact According 10 Michael Hatfield's report it f@?rrcdp:; mdml_em:ir?- asga nisation believing it "-‘*’Wild,he exploited by the
3 B left wing of the Juventud Peronista (JP recent declarations of Hector Campora, has been discussed and resolved above o the London Times on May 31, during The constitutional ambiguity, however s ﬂr’u iy 1“__"'"_"1‘2‘; “'*“—f‘:‘f‘-‘ that Tories and be detrimental o Labour's
8 B _ Peronist Youth, the youth group newly-elected President of Argentina our heads. the debale wilson twice told the NEC merely reflects the tension inherent in ; meml :f-.i;} k;.f’,:pj_t'fum e lq:.mui' electoral chances,
1 48 of the Social Justice movement). who was hand picked for the presidency 1 that the party's manifesto committee, the Labour Party because of its working- ary or *sn.is..itigon ) :LB‘:L:;L:?J: El'rr-‘frf- ity e B :
i1y Figmma, an Awtralian Jtalian-language by Peron. Avanzada Socialista continues: nTherefore, we must demand from the when it eventually meets, has the right class base and its bourgeois programme e .ﬁ'{ S ernbols __; = 1:““'?_‘.‘5““" AL DY O by the time of the
"."; '_~l_- WKfﬂ-PE!, ciaimed on JLI]Y 2 that the [.'1{.‘[131"1%':5 the 1'Drmatinn of :“Lssﬂmblllﬂﬁ to veto the h"EC‘s til:c'lsix'.‘ln. After electoral dEfEau, SEE - --31—;0,: ‘“.-,;..'E!';! Jr;th "l-: -_-n% ‘u‘;lﬂ : Labour ]:'ﬂrp]- ¢ conference Lo Ga;toh.-:r,
= M ; A e . : j ! 3 s Z = i % - & g i ; . T 3 ¥ H 1 s ipull1CS 0 e party expert devisers '--'i I.\:'_.l--.l-l 'IJE"!‘- “.'pi“_ be a
& . invasion was carried out ", .. 10 protest nThe trickery is a e of 20,000 old and call for a tru€ rank-and-file cONgress , especially In periods of odicalisation St & ' P Pt : 1ulag t
. i against the right-wing petwork (tie pesos ($Al4 a month) when inflation, of the CGT to work out a b:!tt]e plan On the day Lfter the NEC's decision, this underlying conflict o Ta bei;ar;u: -onstitution. de] }'m:"m;-‘!_ _l!"f”’__P?‘:'_bé bly '~'.'13]‘ be
E B " tmachine' of the moyement and some between December and June ate up which wi!]. get a new ri_sc of 50, 000 pesos Wilson ijssued a public statement making manifest, In its June 1 editorial, the Over the years, this conflict between the {ja:r”r}' -:]'u th m:.”ﬂ:“{ " .”'E 7
Y almost 30, 000. Trickery is what they with a basic wage of 150, CHZJCI Jl‘“j ”j“ it clear that as fﬂr ,‘-ithl': lwas ..:u:rnce::ned Times, _w'hichl reflects the interests of party's base ar-.ld its parliamentary : E:_ﬂu_lxl\ltlh’rn “i:::th:ﬁr-_
parity talks to discuss a 'con- the shadow Cabinel wou d not be dictated  the British ruling class, underlined the adjunct has frequently asserted itsell, " w enty - five” g-n;r;.:-,;t!. ::i':__'_-.' wood
Benn, the former party chairman and
Minister of Technology 1o the last
2bour Government, said in 2 teleyision

tra de-union sectors) which they accuse,
Trickery is opening of
in immediate terms. This private enterprise 1O respect our deire
cogramme on June 3 that his "left

. gmongst other things, of having provoked have done to the pensioners.
~ the shooting which turned the old increasing the price of transport, light clusive salary
) return Lo the father- and gas and authorising the bosses to salary must be mobile and 1ncrease that they reinstate the expelled worker ] ]
rises in the cost of You will have to go to your m.f.pcctiu' w t L
itlam Rejects Lunan onsulate st
wingers", in the twenty=-five companies
]TT“;‘E"-."SEHI wWerc 5|'1_'.1.'i1-":= locking ahead over

" Caudillo's (Peron
raise prices. Trickery is freezing Wage Jutomatically with
unions a nd l.'h'.lnlml your demand ﬂ'iIﬂHg.h
ten to fifteen years.

ol "".;‘-':i'v‘." =

& " land into a funeral.
; ,rv,[‘ o : ‘ disc ussions for two years. living. "
#The strongest accusations, " continued them." Thus, the Peronist officials
5. | 1a Fiamma, nwere directed at Colonel nThey have given the pame 'Acta de THE EXPELLED WORKERS said they could do nothing and adyisd ’
- 1§ e Osinde, the person responsible for Compromiso Ia cional' (National Com- the workers 1o take their g'l':'um 1o the !|
) the celebrations in honor of Peron. promise Act) 1o this trickery. It 1s non€ After wages, the next most important Peronist union bureaucrats " The | BY CHRIS GRAHAM Cuba Pgives a signi ins into
" According to the left Peronist youth, other than the old Gran Acuer o Nacional issue for --".r:'ur'[i-"* workers is the burea crats, h SERARDE L ta St L e e insight 100 RO ~learly, what motivate » "left wing’ -
- | Osinde had tarmed 300 men'." T i . _.L e R ol L AEArgene HE, i Lt u-\?r..:,, AOAY eae) have been jist s e : far the present Labor Government 15, Of — ":“_F y, what motiyates the “lelt Wing i
e B . (Great National Agreement) of Lanusse, reinstatement of thousands ol workers anhelpful. Many ol them actually The Whitlam Government has rejected a is not, prepared to go 1n pursuing 1its as well as the rest of the Labou leader- . B
B oo 1ncident: reflect thie in e applied by Campora and authorised by laid off for political reasons by the support the expulsions. (S€€ DA 43). request from the Castro Government in world opening to the left at the expense ship is a keen sense of what I8 the least o
B larisation within the Soclal ]“L-:ti‘-: 2 Rucci (of the Confederacion General del military dictatorship, The Peronists have Cuba to set up a consulate in Sydney. of economic factors. ™ risky road to winning the next genera ‘ ;'L i
: ; .-“:‘m'mn:mem Fiiconiam r-hi-;.: r‘:*n_ _.L;-mm "[r-;tra;u.]r GCencral Confederation of tended to wash their hands of these The Partido Socialista de los Trabajadeses, The June 11 Financial Review rEpOrtEd election, Wilson, ¢till the best defende: , *1, i I'
o, B -fﬂbﬂm‘gc:oi;; ideclogy ,l.:.i,_i] bﬂuTgc-:]rIL : 1111?111 Labor). workers. Jorge Dall'agho, General (Socialist Workers Party) has offeredd "h?t "the mat..tcr will be reconsidered at F‘Ihilc e important in ‘.H Kb Pty .]':Jd““lhlpl;’ TGO LELBSEE SRy i‘f-f: 'fl
; 2 o centrolled by the ruling e i SRR s ’ Secretary of the Government ol the State colution which more and mete workes 1 :h;tfr_dﬂte. According to the Review, pEubine s the Whitlam Govermment s uﬁdtrﬁ-{x"j*_ihi.,r.lu”pﬂlnt: e o i F::P'.fl
. .“-, xnaged to attract S PAaiche sup:mr[ q: 11:“,:1_(:,1_.._!_“_.! hfl,blnf :m'.-_uuntmg LC‘ 13 of C;C-rd-:-bl, 'l'-lE-"l‘-E‘bD far as to say, "We are taking up, T irrq:-a:'ssibii: 0 | : rn}'_jﬂt l'actp:r in the qurnment's decision, in our view l_hr_‘ primary cause E‘{fﬁ:ﬁji_ Iu. EL!I:E mum ..".Ei'.‘tf"“'.:lg that | 4
B B e P et il iy 54, :;n e_rl Sﬁfg,j'_ 1'0 ?1,\:“: ‘uian ha lf ,,?,r the can't .ntes:d_ to 211 the problems SFat are passively hope that by the mere G1ct of | tCi_ian was_iear of U5 _e-::c-nc-mlc flows from Whitla m's foreign p-n_rh;-f. As Lihﬂ"" :.:‘E“ C;b}fm would not be bound ‘ ! ;
" students. This is sometimes called the or:.‘%in ‘::n "Eah—?ﬁ" Sl ; 3 -'mml:"r :jh-:ht' facing us. The dictatorship left us 2 high-level talks the re incorporations Wil fRCHS g o Australian expores. hak Balbz.'_-.:-:imm-:nmd_ in Labior In Lomer e RECFeCIE s '
ks : .;__ Arises _f.._-rn the "Social couniry in runs and we can't look after Le achieved. .. E._-;[_r.-;-ricnl.:q.‘: teaches that ' Tt s DIRECT ACTION 40), BTbe role of
Truce” declared by Campora and the everything at once, We can't oblige the only way out is L obilisation,” The Cubans initially made their request a go-between, of a "neutral' mini-
u he only way It 15 | - to Australian diplomats in Tokyo in impcria]ist power which is still allied to
March this year, and exploratory discuss- the United dtates, Japan, and other
imperialist powers, but which attempis
.is the role

to join the peutral countries. .

4 "‘_.',!:u‘ll of Peron". It grew up around the
reserved for Australia."

- General during the previous Peronist
- Goverament, overthrown in 1956, and
. was strengthened by seventeen ycar of
. military dictatorship. The Argentine
~ workers remember Peron as the only

| President who ever did anything for them.
~ His image has been almost deified by
igntrt;_people during his years of exile in
sain, However, harsh reality has made
teelf felt in the impatience of the
f’tﬁ:king class and student supporters of

- Peron,

jons took place. The Australian Ambas-
sador to the US, Sir James Plimsoll was
later sounded out about Nixon's likely
reaction in the event of the "Cuban
connection” being made. The US Gov-
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tic hearts of gold. [t's quite clear that ald-timers were able to guess), was ruption, while the chair Withoy
The so-called "le ft-wing" Combined the rules change was instituted for no that the steering commitiee had a quick to call Gould to n:i'-lu had ¢ oo
Unions and Branches Steering Committee other reason than to attack the left, motion to be proposed by Jack FRIELSC earlier stages of the disc er durfpg = M McILROY ) m and arrest the managing dire i
of the NSW branch of the Australiap and without the yocal opp-.‘*sitiuu 0[ Bruce MILA which put t{wu view. This motion u“iﬂ'.!" - e said, ctor, interest between Australian workers and person could decisiv
Labor Party has again been spurred into Childs and Tom Uren the party officers was already duplicated, and was to T:::: Sllmrtl}* after this George p Ry cent criticism by top Labor govern= bosses, This process must be hastened policy. cisively affect GM-H's
action by the bureaucratic 14 nOe uVTings would have been quite happy to have Sllﬂ"'-mg upon the T'*1?‘ﬁt1“51 "‘-']}L‘“ the heat allowed 1o move and rp-ea:“m“'ﬂi Bl ﬂ"t ministers of the glant multi- 'Maybe he did more to cause th a clear rejection by soclalists of any
13 of the NSW branch officers, Typically, the rules changed §0 that the pre-select- was off. They knew very W ell that to amendment, He and h to his ¥ o el | c rion, General Motors- violence than anyone else e ties to Australian nationalism, This is WThe company has show
1 the name of the game is electoral ions would be conducted by the tota lly ralise l.lu."'lr motion as an amendment to Webb, vice-president r.:-l[’ i€ ' Eﬂ ﬂﬂo": in its decision to replace an know what the facts are — I don't a pre-condition for the full deyelopment other cwntri‘:; that if 1;: ::mﬂﬂ' e
5 qumbers: the steering committee leader- undemocratic first- past-the-post system. Pel.cmgn s would have many d_ls.a.dw:-mt:; ges, University ALP Club mutt‘ Mot batt wﬂl’gﬁ,n with an American citizen as 2 of the socialist movement in this flict with national interests itrﬁgtm‘mmg
i ghip is outraged at the actions of the When the furore created by Uren had 7o} the Jeakk of them being that Petersen the Ferguson motion go uit ©amepg AR ging direc ot highlights a key "Maybe we should send somebody to i, its own Interests with considerable g
officers in allowing the last congress of I;Eﬂqif‘llfjddﬂl}'.pc:lkdhﬂwt}\':{‘.fjd :l;c tc:{uc.:l:s‘ would retain the right of reply. party officers were Cﬂudemt While the o n:l""‘t of whitlam C:m;cmmm}rth: New York and have a look at the board Reactl gor.
8 the NSW branch to camy 4 change in the acked down ani promised that the pre= ; ; rough tactics, the Federal ned for theiy : gy 10 industrial relations « e room and the directors there to ons by supporters of Australian Is this the view of a soclalist? The
4 rules which provides for ALP candidates selections wounld be conducted by pro- Petersen was thc_remn: (politely) told to requested to direct the 1';; eXeCutive ) C mment i attempting to forge whether they might have b gee capital to Whitlam, criticism of the working class has oo homeland, A lead-
g for the NSW Legislative Council and the portional representation, {a[l down =_n_1d wait until later because tive committée to impl SH ‘dmiﬁim-m s ton for jself as the leading wing responsible for the emotio Eg&,p“u? GM-H appointment of an American as ing member of the CPA is hem' utﬂea
4 | Senate to be elected by the 500 member u.\-f-:fsn'i time for motions yet, although change with Prﬂpﬂrtiap ement the '1}1&‘ ”:imll;n nationalism, This is one the violence.," ns that caused its pew chief in Australia reflect the forward a classic position of clall:s ng
1] NSW State council, instead of by a 140 The mass meeting called by the steering O'Brien Iud_ cle:uri'?' called for questions nal Tepresentayy o ctofa strate gy aimed at restraining Interests and views of different gections collaborationism. Whose are these
11 member electoral convention, which committee was the best attended for a "1_“_‘5 discuss10n _{“']“Ch can }15'-1*1“}' be Others to speak in the d : “P‘d of the trade union Movye-= Cameron went on to suggest that th of the employers. The neanderthal Wpational interests"? They are certainly
i was the previous il long time. With about 400 prese nt, it Interpreted to include motions), Senator Lionel Murphy ::;m-“u ﬁnt while E;ining the support of a Government would h,,.,E Béhr a;le :n laiiue: faire view was well expressed in not those of the working class, Rather
1 E . ; 2% mlsl e;.atﬁ largetﬂun.mﬁﬂ qflElm s0- . A : . Both urged that the debate Tom Urep, ipmmut section of the Australian readily solye the dispute if the Liberal ;;’i’:‘-r u—';thﬂ Australian Financial they are those of the "national capitalists”
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i :: ] hjnfh_han#d hanner in which the new of the State branch. would have quibbled with their desire to on attacking the ri hn' but concentrye - erbal [:nd some legislative] attacks on tration Bill, The bill wou]%“];ﬂﬂ Arbl- If the mamagement and share-holders employees in their struggle for advantage
it % was introduced: most observers agree . propose the substantive motion. In fact the NSW. branch gﬁ"“’ihg leaderghi X gn control of industry can simultan- enabled a judge to concili X of General Motors want 10 assign another with the capitalist classes of other
H that the motion of Fred Bowen, president The meeting commenced with a report it could be considered quite incompetent for support for t}; th of course uup e Facgnmmﬂdﬂlﬂ the needs of an imp- ate and, if executive, or a prince Or even an ape o nations, The multinational corporations
_. % of the NSW Trades and Labor .Cr:'unciL on the situation by Bruce Childs, assistant if not dishonest, for the organisers of which was cle le Feérguson motion td nt part of the Australian capitalist straddle all "national interests" in the
0t and Barry Unsworth,the council's organi- general secretary of the NSW branch. such a meeting not to propose a substan=- old system alﬁ y biased in fayor ‘;fliu “;ﬂ while Pcrsmding Australian workers final instance, But it is a betrayal to
3 ser;that introduced the rule change at A fter an inconseque ntial address by Joe tive motion to the meeting, provided it this bias c':rf: I?ugh It was denied tha : back ustralian bosses against foreign seek to defeat the international mono-
¢ 1 the congress was un_n:nnnitutieml, and Kelly, president of the NSW parliament- be circulated in plenty of tme, and IEXIStEs ; , B n the GM-H case, Dr Cairns, the polies by uniting around the "national
4 should have been disallowed by president ary party, the chairman, Mert O'Brien proposed very early in the meeting 50 : i or Overseas Trade took the interest” of an advanced capitalist
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outright deception, and, unfo'rtun.l[r:ly} : Lo’ : f;;f‘ f:i ":f; :"d ]_lfjght for princi:jz:ﬂd :lsﬁnﬂt atﬁa‘nﬂsmuan ava ill?al:g: wit.:1 Right now, Australian capitalists are
with considerable support from branch Up until this point, all reports and As it was, the whole meeting was badly e mo“ t have any principles lef:: ihe right qualiﬁcatiﬂm and qualities is seeking their own sphere of domination
members, © push through a resolution cumr:ncms had been in the official managed, leaving one with the impress- e re so whe.n one considers that ﬂ:ﬂpmblﬂ_ :}bmad. Australian mini-imperialism
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selection now in the hands of State but alo what a distasteful situation he e o, Several points of ord : ights for principles going o | lunf0 B0 o Australian national feel %has recently announced a massive
council, there would be no more =25 had brought about, with this new system Bob Gty a f epmsntiﬂi?r S D/ Xxs pOR SR principlesgbgn' Aty | mepslivity utralisube s exploration programme in South East
jobs in the upper house and elsewhere of pre-selection -:3.' point upon which there  activist served to 1{ rth FLIE a LEff your job's at stake, ComE when o Asia,” (The Age June 28 1573), Millions
was considerable disagreement). And si!ua[i-{,‘rﬁ when th u:“ o a.g‘;gmvah. ue : sThe Australian ublic has already of dollars are being powred Tt he: searc
vhen they were disallowed by By this time it was clear tha The LY for oil, natural gas A rainerals in
r that the pecome increasingly concerned at the = . !
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Australian nationalism is reactionary
through and through, It is the pationalism v
of a minor imperialist power, 3 junior
partoer (and competitor) of the giants

like the USA, Japan and the Eurcpean
Economic Community. Australian
nationalism is chauvinist, militarist,
racist and insular. And the nationalism
of the Australian labor movement has
reflected this most tragically.

Gough Whitlam 2nd his Government seek
r : to harpess this nationalism moderate its
nEFemw, arbitrate in the dispute. But manage a corporation they own, who most obyiously racist Ch:l'.“.‘ICl.CTi;itifi
this could not be done under the present has grounds for objection?. .. modemise it, and utilise it for the ;
strengthening of Australian capitalism.

legislation, he said.
he (Whitlam) would The active support for this new national-
section of the left,

A L "[n the meantime,
This exercise 1o demagogy by Clyde do well to attend to the affairs of State — ism shown by a large .
Cameron illustrates the way in which which are his business instead of the most notably the Communist Party of 3
appenls to pationalist feelings amongst affairs of Ge peral Motors— which are Australia thr.'-;u'tvl_eniﬂist} and the A4 t
Australian workers can be combined pot his business. " At the same time, the Worker-Student Alliance, but ailed by - ki
|bourne Herald in its much of the CPA (and the Labor left) i3 ',', L
R

conservative Me
k the socialist movement

with a conciliationist approach to
settling industrial disputes in an attempl June 20 editorial strongly supported can only set bac .
to take the heat out of militant confron- Whitlam's and Cairns' views. in this country. A frue internationalism : B J" :
tation between wWOorkers and their employ- must be based on repudiation of Australian | 1 ;*’I “}
ers. Blaming nforeigners” in New York To complete the array of supporters for nationalism, as the pationalism of an ; '.r';j_
for the Sup(‘.rvexplﬂ'llatiﬂn suffered by the view of a2 "national interest™ which advanced, capitalist, Oppressor nation, L E ;
Ford assembly-line workers diverts a crosses class lines we have only to look and active support for the national self- E j!,-".
to the trade-union leadership. The determination of colonial peoples whose ¢ A
national struggles have the real thrust of L

4ssistant Victorian secretary of the

Vehicle Builders Employees' Union
Mr R. Hirst said: nThe unions in the

challenge to the system of capitalist
ownership of the means of production
itself, It fends off questions about the
role of Australian employers and mapag-
ers ag partners in crime with the capital- industry will be ::lis;;ppaintcd at the The Whitlam leader
ist classes of other countries. replacement of Mr Gibbs (the retiring Party takes up the cudgels for pationalism
head of GM-H) by an American.” Why? 15 an important part of its strategy for ihi
maintaining the status quo, by diverting ; f
the thrust of the present moyements for W
social change. The real context of this
Wnational independence” is shown by the (ol
Prime Minister's reassertion of Australia's '
close ties with the US. This was the
reassurance Nixon needed for the PM's

socialist libe ration,

rship of the Labor

S "

of interest
and their More revealing «till is the view of the

between Australian employers . :

oyerseas counterparts remains despite Victorian secretary ol the Amallgam:;{ed

continual competition for individual Metal Workers Union, and leading
member of the Communist Party of

advantage. The ironical thing about the :
411 the workers Australia John Halfpenny who 15 quoted

The fundame ntal identity

Ford strike is that nearly :
inyolyed are migrants, who can feel no as saying i1n the June 8 .-'\].utlr;zlmn: : 3. ce N
bond at all with A ystralian managers nt is possible an Australian managing visit to ‘l-‘-hthmgtlon to be ﬂpp}‘ﬂved, The
and employers. [t is precisely the director might have greater regard for fight against natu:lnal}sm must be _mkun &
tor of migrant the national interest than a person up On every leyel — in world affairs, the g
economy and internal politics. This is

f the large s€c :
n the industrial labor force in

present which can begin to hc
deas of 2 national common “But it is doubtful whatever such a

imported into the country.
one of the key tasks facing socialists in

impact ©
Australia today.

workers i
Australia at
break down i

more conc |
demands of the right wing for stronger Areguipa, the country
city, and also in the city of Moquegua.

repressive action, Velasco Alvarado has

sscillated between reforms aimed at Workers in the Andean city of Puno
appeasing the masses and outright repres- Iul}uwed later with a forty-elght-hour
jon, typified by the actions against the strike of their own.

massive teachers srikes in 1971 and the
exile of reyolutionary peasant leader In addition there have been rumors of '
Hugo Blanco. A large interpational Velasco's ailing health and because of :
solidarity campaign cecured the release this what could eyentuate as a right- "
1970 after he had wing push to establish a more repressive
leader at the head of the junta.

of Hugo Blanco in

gerved eight years of a life sentence.

» Originally he was sentenced to death.
Velasco Alvarado Letters of protest over the gaoling of the
ikes has members of the Liga Communista and the
nd other repress-

Recently a wave of large str

out the country, exacerba- confiscation of its press &

ive measures undertaken by the govem-=

members of reyolutiopary organisations, I
i un- ting the contradictions of the Govern-

and members olahe FRTEUS it mngu.t. May /4 0, 000 members of ment can be sent to:
i the Federation of Bank Employees went A

: i - i position © Peruvian Consul

i litary reformist re ime on a nation wide strike 1D Op

E;:Lﬂagnm&e o he side by the i rpment attempts to impose 2 £eV 51 Pitt St,
iug:-tasing demands of the masses for retirement plan. This was paralleled - Sydney, NSW, m:
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BY DAVE HOLMES

Writing in the June 139 Tribune on the

et S

Alec Roberison stafes: #Until the begin-
ning of the 'sixties, the communist prés
had for 40-0dd years displayed an uncriti-
el attitude to the parties that had been
regarded as leaders of the world commun-
jst movement. .. particularly the Com-
munist Party of the Soviet Union d]'l_‘d._,
o fter 1949, also the CF of China, Such
criticigms as had been made of other
partics... had been mere reflections of
the political line of the CPSU I_lnldi.‘r
Stalin.” In the same issue of Tribune
Berpie Taft speaks of fyhe lateness of the
process of de-Stalinigation of the CPA
and the speed with which it was subse-
carrted through, "
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In short, these + nd other leaders of the
Communist Party of Austrd lia (CPA) put
forward the view that the CPA's Stalinist
past (which, in very general terms, l.hq'
freely concede) is over. Everything is
different now — as Alec Robertson has it,
the CPA has these past [ew years been
ndiscovering its own truly independent
role as a revolutionary party in the
Australian context.” In DIRECT
ACTION 43, June 28, 1973, (sce
Tribune's 50 Years — What Is The Real
Record?) we peinted out that the CPA has
nowhere really come 10 lerms with its
truly odious history and remains a Stalin-
ist party albeit in a deep political and
ideological crisis. Referring to the CPA's
facile dismissal of its Stalinist history we
asked: "Can a whole history, .. be just
dropped like that? Where arc the
analyses, the arguments, the explanations,
where is the balance sheet? Did an
experience of many decades leave no
marks, can it just be thrown aside like
yesterday's clothes?” The answer, of
course, is no and the Communist Party

is certainly not "independent” of world
Stalinism, either in its theory or its
practice.
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This cartoon first appeared in The
m"':':rk ‘Ei‘ilnts. ne of jts su::

ent antipodean appearan s
o the July 3 issue niiiﬁ Eonf::;‘is
f;tagty pap:rl'l'rihune. It illus-
ted an article entitled Nixon-
- eghney Deal in which a ';Tcnm

:ES at" analysed and com-
tnted on the Brezhney trip to the

s
11SA

Communist Party nationa i
Ioho Sendy anﬂaﬂml Lﬁ‘;“é‘“
laurie Aarons didn't feel happy
4bout either the cartoon or the
beadlipe in relation to the article
::d they wrote a letter to their '
n paper sayir just this, They

complained th: * he headline :u?d
the cartoon (which was, they

occasion of the paper's fiftieth anniversiry

ISENDY AND AARONS WRITE

The still Stalinist nature of the CPA is

shown very clearly in thel n the
question of working class intern tiona lism,
long a key test for organisation: claiming
to be reyolutionary. The Communist
Party's pational commitlee *.'FI".-.‘.\'.'C‘I::_{.
ideas on this matter in their April /-5
statement ].""-_EET']IL!'.-L‘I.! in the June 1sSU€ of
Praxis ft}?u' {._.'F‘i'l.l‘.v' !'.'I.5|"Iiv|.' discussion
_i!-"urn_'*l]u [t is called The Communisl
Party of Australia and 1he I-'u1~:-|:r'.-.1l':.11.1|l
Communist Move ment, 1hi§ Very title
indicates a key idea ol the resolution,
that "the -i.“l-‘«‘l.‘a- part of the internationl
sovement. " By this the CPA

¢ yvlews On the

COmImunist 1

jsn't simply saying that it is part ol Loc
-;[1.5‘!1'.1'.'|E world move ment 0w Ll ','.xi'-_'J.i|-
or that it is one of the maim groups

sim _
’ y :
claiming to be revolutionary in the world,
but specifically that the CPA belongs 10
i - »

rid Stalinist movement, 1.E., o

Cansl | =

the wo
The collection oI parties that Once
tuted the Communist Intern stional under

the J.':.'_’-;L':"Ili‘:]‘}' of the CESU 1 nd Stalin,

The Communist (Third) [nternational 1o
its early years under Lenin and Trotsky
(Trotsky drafted most of the maniiestocs
of its [irst congresses) was 4 tremendous
factor in the world revolution, Founded
in Moscow in 1919 after the October
Revolution and while the war Of the
Sovict Republic against the Whites and
the imperialist intervention was still
raging, the Comm umist International
brought together the most reyolutionary
alements of the old workers' parties.

All over the world militants respondzd

to the Russian Revolution, they organised
communist parties and adhered to the
Communist International which stood for
gncompromising struggle against inter-
mational capitalism, In many counftries
the communist parties grew ra pidly and
became the guiding force of the revolu-
tionary struggle.

The revolutionary period of the Third
International lasted only some five or so
years. The October Revolution was

: " —
L, SPme—
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——

pointed out, unattributed and
gctually from o capitalist paper)
were at yvariance with the article
which had been worked out at the
highest levels of the party,

For our part we think that both
headline and cartoon were very
much better than the article, In
fact, perhaps it was their clarity
about the real nature of Brezhnev's
American visit which upset Sendy
and Aarons, The article was much
less clear,

Amyway, it will take more than
Stalinist bureaucrat Brezhney and
Witergate criminal Nixon to
Vernsh" Karl Mark and th
ment he inspires today,

MOVE-

the rise ©1 4 iﬁli'u'”-'.'l_frt d and
conservative burcaucracy. This bureau-
of which Stalin became the un-

;}dnm! centrol ol the

ST |"J.'I.-! l‘j

crac 1."'!
-._'-'|.1|31'LJ‘.'§._.T,4.:J = -l.!n:l'l : :
CPS1U and then the Communist Internat=-
From a mighty factor in revelu-
the Third I:|I_-..-1'n..|1l-_m.|!
NATTOW

jonal,
tionary politics
became the instrument of the
interests of the ruling bureaucratic
Everywhere the communist
p.‘:Lli!L“.\ Wwere i-!_:'lg__t.‘-_! ) | u'.‘-|'-j'~"__§l'll.'?l'n':'1_-.
filled with pli ble and obedient hacks
.|"||.i C l.'lL'rp"I::'i_}., These P Il'iit.'w- have been
dead lor revolution for Qver [orly yeals
the 1933 deb icle In Germany

caste,

ind

(1L Wala
where Hitler g
fight that convinced Trotsky that the
Communist International could not be
d but had to be built anew ).

1ined power without a

relormes
For over [oThy yCcars l.i‘:u"] hawve s -_;g-._'_a'_||'_.,|
.‘i'|'||_,i I,iL'a:i!l.'-_l :L"\-:']I:-!I'."Jl,'. 111 '.|!'E'.' INlEeTrTests
of the Soviet burcaucracy. And they

over the world the

haven't stopped — all

|
affici 11 CPs gek to su L:]_C‘Ju ¢ da mpen,

head off and defuse the m.ss movements
as they have long been <doing.

national was
formally dissolved by Stalin in 15M3 (as
2 sop to Churchill and Roosevelt), This
:zuijr{.‘-!i[h, wherein everything of 1mpor=
tance was decided in Moscaow, has since
beensubject to powerful a nd irreversible
disintegrating influences — the victory
of the reyolution in Yugoslavia (1945)
and China (1949) and the emergence of
bureaucratic castes there with their own
narrow national interests, the death of
Stalin (1953) whereby the world Stalin-
st movement lost its leader and supreme
arbiter, the Krushchev revelations at the
Twentieth Congress of the CPSU (1936}
were all factors in the disinte gration of
the world Stalinist monolith, Various
conferences, such as the meeting of the
world CPs in Moscow in 1960, have

been unable to restore the unity of the
movement or heal its deep rifts (as
between the Soviet and Chinese CPs).

The Communist [nter

[ &

Far from the Communist Party having
broken with this counter-reyolutionary
world Stalinist movement (what the
CPA statement euphemistically calls
vihe international communist move-
ment") it wants to restore and reform
it' The miserable apologetics of the
CPA statement on the nature and role
of the world CPs is the corollary on an
international level of the apologetics for
the workers' states bureaucracies. The
CPA still believes the USSR and the
other workers' states are quite healthy
but suffer from various "defects of
socialist democracy." Hence, they
downplay anti-bureaucratic struggles in
the workers' states and reject the
Trotskyist position that conservative and
privileged bureaucracies hold power in
these countries and that they cannot
reform themselves but must be smashed
by a political revolution which will
preserve the nationalised property
relations but institute genuine soviet
democracy.

The world Trotskyist movement analysed
the Communist International as being
irreversibly degenerated by 1933 and
concluded that a new world party had to
be built, By way of contrast, here's some
of the CPA's analysis of the world Stalin-
ist movement forty years later, "The
international communist movement at
present lacks many features(l) for a world
revolutionary movement, This arises
from historical reasons(}), including
experiences (1) and practices (}) of the
Communist International and its dissolu-
tion, as well as the Sino-Soviet division
and other causes, It lacks the possibilit-
ies {'. 7Y for full and [ree discussion and
vnalysis of the
proce 1teé pos
for united action, Ther

world reyvolutionan

| 1 nd FE:'*?'-"|i' cibilities

i
{sun)
'.. o 1 .

divergend 1Y in idealogy and practics

. as Therefore, the

for a "world revolutio
What are the 'historical re
[or the degeneration of thy

4
LAY [
Why can't it carry oul

(]

L5L movement?
free discussion? Why can't it ¢
united actions in defence of the world
revolution (after all, there has never
been a greater IIL"..-l.{I'. Letnal
opportunities)? Why are th
tal dive TEENCES 1N IE\_' world Stalinigl
movement and what are thes [he CPA
resaolution doesn't provide an analysl . ul
4 pathetic cover-up and a failur ?I- I
the reality that the interna tion

munist movement” is completel
revolutic My and has mores

i|"-§*' e 11 .
¥ |L_| LLS P

The CPA covers up fo

st movement undpl}mr;:::ﬂ;:dﬂ'm Stalis,
Who does it have in mind whlta[- .
that "the communist parties €n it g
where they are deeply inwl;;:;ﬂtiau’
mass movement, constitute {y in the
sometimes the only, exist "F%u.

force for revolutionary c}.;ﬁg Organised
are, among parties involved ig;ﬂ.'t 29
;!'!'I.L‘r\-'l'_“l'l'u."!‘].t. growing trends tow M
independence and the creauu:i
ment of marxism," Doeg this E“h?"
refer to the Frénch CP (PCF) sl
[talian CP or perhaps the Chi:ﬂ i
which has so creatively dew]:an e
Marxism that it is a Key prop “Tgh'l
lean

capitalism through its partici
N ] 1
P:_‘Ilu_]l.il' U]Ell'}' GQ!."'.:[IH'I'!I.'."HI. Iall:i:‘ﬂl: e

PCF: some of the highlights of it

war history include its Key role fn dis.
\rming the armed workers of I‘,hﬂe.-Ill 4
resistance who were movi

taking of power; its p.‘lr:i:tli':?ul;wa:rf‘ s
Gaulle's post-war recénstruction En >
ment; its support for French culonl:rum‘
in Vietnam and Algeria: its betr .';ﬁm
the huge worker-student revolt EnY;huf !
_|_um.' 1968 where the question of soe; ".i-
ismi was clearly on the agenda; amgih? ;
attempt through the reformist !';"-urindlllj

the Union of the Left in the last ele e_-:-l
to head off the growing wave of wm':m?s
struggles in France. This is g mat:ler'ﬂi‘
record and the histories of the other Cgs l
are no more inspiring, !

In DIRECT ACTION 43 we said that
Tribune had never criticised the betraval
of the Vietnamese struggle by the 50\-?‘:[ i
and Chinese bureaucracies, The state- '
ment in Praxis considers this matter but !
attempts to obscure and minimise the

PEECITIE TRG

s T

o

’ .
. tional €9 .
#ipternd iy the world labor move-

{ernd
E:ﬂlding the interna

che Vietnam War.

“and
efforts — ¥ pa pa
¢ betrayal.

“n!: ald to survive but not to winan
:imily rests of a detente with
| !1;“5]’]‘! (whose full effects we are

4 beginn
ﬁh Nixon to pressure the Vietnamese
o settle for the Paris accords. The CPA
doesn't discuss this last aspect because

] su
f;hr'i:t}icisgi the Soviet and Chinese ruling

~asles

Joseph Stalin-representative of the nar-

row bureaucratic caste which proposed
that socialism could be built in One
country-dissolved the Third [nternation-
al in 1943, 1

depth of the sell-out, The stalement
correctly says that the cnnﬂi}:t berween
the USSR and China was a big _factor in
enabling the USA to carry out its aggres-
ion in Vietnam, It goesonis claim
that both "the USSR and China ha ve
ziven substantial military and economic
:-:id to Vietnam — for which ¢ach should
be given full credit. Hmw:vcrl niicct‘ A
of this ald has been .:c-midcmb];:'?d““e ,
olitical consequences o
1 ll:.-.'|':k!'il'|;.'_‘|_ lI'.':TE fact H?.tli. Il.hi' PRC
' Republic of Chind) 1:13’:11'!1
to Peking in February 197, @
LTSS Inwviali d him 2 "."...-"”
1972, Both weEe l'-=._-|-'.|':=‘|-:‘;r s1ate "
h werée glvel ["ii""'-'r}' oyer
he LISA was :
C!'linJ'I

by the
livision,

{People:

Mosc oW 18

i gl W 111 L
la :!5..11'i:|||il|lL'{
ion 10 [ndio-
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e thal £l HH}}}H .Iﬁ;.:l China
.ubstantial” aid ko Vietnams :
hey gave was a pittance, a:mnpdr-.‘:dt::
hat h could have gii.'.:-n and 19 W
IS effort. Where Were
vanced missiles 1o ghoot down the e
A-52s and drive off the 7th F]cfjt? Whe
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Leon Trotsky, co-leader of the Russian
evolution along with Lenin, defended
until his death the principles of inter-
sationalism on which that reyolution
and extended through the first years of
the Third International,

supports the political outcome of those
visits" That's not a very "independent”
stance, comradest In short, despite the
window dressing of mild criticism, the
CPA refuses to face up to the realities

of the Vietnam conflict and thereby acts
asan apologist for the betrayals of the
Soviet and Chinese ruling castes.

The Communist Party gives a greal deal
of prominence to its claim to be an
independent revolutionary party. Alec
Robertson in the June 19 Tribune saw

the 19605 for the CPA as aboye all
concerned with the "fight for independ-
gnce," This claim seems a little strange
in yiew of the CPA's equally fervent
desire to be a part of the world Stalin-
it movement. What the CPA means by
“independence' is the shedding of the
crassest forms of direct control by
Moscow. The "Moscow agents'' bogey
bagn't done the CPA much good and it

is trying to shed such an unpopular
image. Undoubtedly quite a bit has
changed (leading to the Socialist Party
of Australia split in 1971) but essentially
the CPA remains a Stalinist party,;1.%.,

E.]'“’f‘? has not been a qualitative change
in gither its theory Or iis practice,

This we can't agree at all with Alec
Hi"”x';ft:‘.@n when, speaking of DIRECT
ACTION (among other left papers) he
says (rather patronisingly): "Others,
such as. . ,DIRECT ACTION, . .are
appearing fairly regularly and in some
cases add something of value to the
1“’*“1"'-"‘;' of information and ideas on the
lefr, ., However, of those publications
mentioned, all represent an ideclogical
dppendage to some political formation
In another country, . .Only Tribune is
\declogically independent (of what?}
= D.,H,)," The CPA is not "ideologi-
;1”}’ independent” of Stalinism at a 1 —
T “: Eu.;-y-o--_ 'Td ..tc-St.jhrnl;a tion™,
ok n'-tlt-t ven got an apalysis ol 51’-.'1%11'1‘
ol RELAN 1t g yppled with the positions
¢ Trotskyist movement on this
I'I].:j:l-j?n.? How could it be "ideclogically
”Hﬁ"—:d}‘ht. of Stalinism when it scCs
Suiiﬂ‘:;tJh integr 11 part of the world
movement?

Ale - . .
wl“]: lel.'.‘"!'_'.a_'i't_.._\n in the above passage tries
ir_*_-irfm:r the Australian Trotskyists by
“Ph:lug that because we are a part L

the worlc K *
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DIRECT ACTION 43 pointed out that the
Fouwrth International aspires to be “a
world party forged out of the mutual
collaboration and common action of
national parties which share a common
understanding of events and which in
each country unite the most conscious
elements on a clear revolutiona
gramme, " Our movement is bullt
around the political programme, With-
out a '"common understanding of events"
(the formulation is Trotsky's) a revolu-
tionary party on either a national or a
world level is impossible. Real discipline
and unity in action and democratic
discussion are only possible if an organi-
gation is based on agreement on funda-
mentals, 1,e., if it is relatively
homogenzous in the Leninist sense., The
CPA's "international communist move-
ment" isn't based on a common under-
standing of events and the interests of
the toiling masses but ultimately on the
interests of the workers' states bureau-
cracies. Accommodations of the basic
line to the pressure of the mass move-
ment don't alter this assessment,

[ntermational links alone can't create

a national party with deep roots in the
mass moyement; that can only be done
by the revolutionaries working in that
country, But it is also true that no
national revolutionary party can develop
without international collaboration and
advice, that is, unless it is part of an
authentic world party. The Fourth Inter-
national is such a world party in the
making. Can Alec Robertson explain
why the world Trotskyist movement is
undergoing such a resurgence as the
revolutionary process is on the rise while
world Stalinsim, for all its power, is
hopelessly divided and beset by crisis?
For all its numerical weakness in the
face of its great tasks, the Fourth Inter-
national is an example of what genuine
collaboration means.

Alec Robertson has spent his political

life in the Stalinist movement and can't
conceive of genuine international collab-
oration of revolutionaries who agree on
fundamentals, We are part of the
world Trotskyist movement anc value
very highly the advice and collaboration
of our co-thinkers abroad but we have 1
make the analyses and final decisions
ourselves and that's what we've done.
And we make our apalyses on the basis of
Trotskyism because that's the only way
to approach things come ctly. Alec
Robertson can slander us as an "ideolo-
gical appenda ge" but that only shows
what Stalinism has done to his thinking
that he can't see the difference between
the way the Fourth [nternational functions
(and the way the Communist [nternational
functioned in its revolutionary period)
and the practices of the world Stalinist
movement, yesterday and today.

we would like to conclude by quoting
come of the final sections of the found-
ing document of the Fourth International
in 1938, It is from Trotsky's The Death
Agony of Capitalism and the Tasks of the
Fourth International, We feel that the
very tone and spirit of these lines are
themselves an answer 19 Alec Robertson's
smears and the CPA's shabby cohabitation
with world Stalinism,

" The Fourth [nternational, already
today, is deservedly hated by the :
Gtalinists, Social Democrals, bourgeois
liberals and fascists, There is not and
there cannot be a place 1or it in any of
the People's Fronts, It _u:]cmnpr»:-{mmngl}
gives battle @ all political groupings
tied to the apron-strings of t_II'.-c_ bour-
geoisie, Its task — the abolition of
capitalism's domimtion, Its aam —
soclalism, Its method — the proletarian

reyvolution,

wwithout inner democracy = no 1nt1._"ﬂ]u-
tionary education. Without l.'|l§clp] ine —
no revolutionary action, The Loner
structure of the Fourth [nternational
{s based on the principles of democratic
centralism; full freedom in discussion,
complete unity in action,

“The present crisis in human culture 1s
the crisis in the proletarian leadership.
The advanced workers, united in the
Fourth International, show their class
the way out of the crisis. They El[f:t
a programme based on internationa
experience in the struggle of the e
proletariat and of all the oppresse

the world for liberation. They offer a

spot.less banner.

— of all
"Workers — men and women — @
countries, place yourselves under th-i S
banner of the Fourth Intenutiunal. t is
the banner of your approaching yictorys
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Clarke analyses the crisis of capitalist politics in the
1S and the implications of the Watergate exposure,
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Post to DIRECT ACTION,

DIRECT ACTIO

Our matching fund drive for 39000

is now well under way. Big donations
in the last week put us well on the
road to buying the new equipment
we need to make DIRECT ACTION
the more readable and regular news-
paper that the struggle for socialism
needs.

Big mews was a donation of 250
from a reader in Western Australia,
Urder the matching fund drive, this
§250 is a $500 donation. A Supportel
has offered to double our money p
to $23500, so we're aiming for the
full $5000.

Other ¢izeable donations have come
from some members of the Arab

Please send me a receiplcssssannannns

Send to DIRECT ACTION Fund Drive,

Friday, July 20, 8,00 pn

1
GOVERNMENT" Gordon Adler, a Sydney doctor and
a soclalist analyses the crisis in health services and
the confrontation between the reactionary AMA and
the Labor Government,

Friday, August 3, 8,00

August 9. B, 00

Now 15 no time to be modest, , ,Our sub rate 1s
the best offer going! 10 issues for $1.00 posted

to you which makes it half the street price. But
even if it was more,
best paper on the left in this country — the only

I 0 one that consistently sides with the working
people around the world, And we do want

more subscriptions.
and like our paper — saye us the time and
mouble it takes us to reach you every fortnight
— take out a subscription now’

| wish to subscribe to DIRECT ACTION.

[ enclose $..neee-o 00T, 0.ae, . 1551ES (10 for $1)
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you'd still be getting the

If you're a regular reader
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Rd, Glebe, 2037
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community in Sydney.

Along with other donations w¢ nOowW
have $750, that is $1500. We can
buy our first piece of new equipment
— a headliner, We can DOW
eliminate the costly and timely hand
process we have been using. The
pext stage — We need to raise Enﬂi:lgb
money to buy new typesetting equip-
ment. This is more expensive =

So we have got to the first stage
thanks to you, our readers, and
supporters, But don't stop nowh We
need to go for another $3500 and
more to get set up for serious publi-
cation,
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- IPOS'IWE-I W R W
Road, Glebe 2037.
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Lynne Smith projected that m
BY NITA KEIG by women was the only way [ [‘e ea‘
In the first major action taken by pro- No change in the present law ! ! p \
since the defeat of the upheld by the very nature of the system - G“ )
she contended, boruon =

i

abortion forces i Y I
under which we live,
-~

McKenziedamb bill in Federal Parliament, y ]
oyer 400 people, most of them women, could be won without a fight.

marched through the streeis of Sydney on

June 30, They demanded repeal of all Nita Keig followed this and took up the
abortion laws and freely available, safe dominant theme of the m arch, that this
contraceptives, Marchers carried banners  was only the beginning; that a long and

bearing these demands as well as others militant campaign imed at continuing
to mobilise the widest possible numbers

aws """

J repeq| Sy
all '
abortion repeal |
Jaws 'l
- portion. 4
laws &

r
\

which raised the fundamental issues
related to abortion, such as Abortion Is of women in struggle aro the issue
A Womans Right To Choose, Women was necessary. Thiswas seen as the
ht!, Control Of first of many such actions and as a spring A
board for a more intensive publi A

Unite-Abortion Is Otir Ri;;,k
Gur Lives and Our Bodies
Neither Church Nor State.

long To
gthening WAAC -f‘

ick is fighting for

campaign aimed at str¢
as the feminist group W

A further banner carried at the very end the repeal of the laws.

of the march summed up the determined
attitude of those participating. It read
This Is Only The Beginning'

The march received extensive coverdge
on Sydney television with one station
screening a lengthy film cut of the

The march was enthusiastic and militant march,

\with the marchers chanting Repeal All The June 30 march and rally was the
Abortion Laws, Abolish Laws that Murder culmination of a vigorous campaign of
Women, Every Child Should Be Wanted , postering, leafleting and selling badges
and other slogans, Scores of placards adyertising the action, One WAAC
calling for the repeal of all abortion laws ~ activist personally sold 500 badges,
were also carried, along with an array of including 200 in one evening, giving
many other hand painted ones. an indication of the support amongst the
Australian people for an end to the
The response to the ruarch of shoppers present [aws,  Suppertt came to build the
and people in the strect dindicated 2 action and the ongoing campaign which
general feeling of support for the aims will follow it from a broad group of
of the demonstration and very little abuse individnals and a number of organisations.
was heard from opponents of abortion, Many people contributed to the finances
of the campaign through a regular stream
The march concluded with a rally in Hyde of donations and many more individually
‘Park which was addressed by George sponsored WAAC,
‘Petersen, NSW Labor MLA, Briget Gilling,
. vice-president of hie Abortion Law Reform  Also as a part of the June 30 activities
Association, lynne Smith from the was the screening in the evening of
Macquarie University Women's Abortion slide-show compiled in the United States
Action Committee, and Nita Keig from by the Women's National Abortion Action
the Women's Abortion Action Campaign,  Coalition. The show, attended by about
Later the platform was opened up with 40 people, traced the history of the
women from the march coming forward struggle for 4 woman's right to abortion

‘and relating their experiences with
abortions. CONTINUED ON PAGE &

All speakers took up the question of what
{0 do in the future, stressing the need 1o
we challenging the existing laws,

. Petersen spoke about the legal
piu:at&aﬁ:g to the abortion laws in

a t doctors were able ra perform
abortions with relative impunity. 'i";is
w:;l:: d\l:la to the increased reluctance

of the pol ce to press charges against
*doctoss performing abortions in?lght of
 the legal precedent set by the acquittal
of the defendents in the Heatherbrae
‘Clinit case and other Sydney doctors
charged under the abortion laws, The
K ation points.to the fact that only the
wealthy could easily obtain safe illegal
abortions which are virtually unobuainable
by the vast majority of women.

o

[i

~ Briget Gilling continued with this theme

and related it to the establishment of

- abortion clinics. She spoke of the
W of women which ame about

i 1o the existence of these laws and how

this was enforced by the present status quo.

Ralsing the whole strategical guestion of
Jjust hiow the laws were 1o ke r:lpca]ed, — e [




