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The decisions to be made by the Labor
Government in the coming period are of
crucial importance, History will judge
them 2§ more im nt than the whirl-
wind of the first ope hundred hours. The
whole course of the Whitlam Govern-
ment could depend on its coming actions,
The choice to be made is between
carrying out the programme On which it
was swepl to power Or retreating under
capitalist pressure.

The dilernma of which side to choose is
reflected in the matter of double dis-
solution, Labor's actions in carrying
out its programme are being frustrated
by the Opposition's hostile mnajority in
the Senate. The omly way to overcome
this obstruction is to go to the masses by
having another election for both houses
of Parliament, The altemative 10 2
new election is a permanent state of
impotence with no real power.

~ J Even with Labor in control of both the
-} House of Representatives and the Senate

{4 its power is severely limited, The ex-
perience of the Asio affair has already
taught Labor the bitter lesson. The state
‘machine is pot neutral. It is the instru-
‘ment of the class which is in power, not
‘the party which is in office,

J The Senate Opposition has so far been
‘using its powers selectively. 1. does
{ oot object to every piece of Labor's leg-
} islation but just to those which represent
. || concessions to mass pressure from the
J working class. With the exception of
] the Electoral Bill which threatens bourge-
ois politicians, the other measures they
m concern the rights of the working

A double dissolution followed by a Labor
yictory will deprive the capitalist class
of an instrument to maintain control
~over the ALP while in office. This is
- § why the capitalist media has argued

| strongly against a double dissolution.

‘The ALP leadership has seen and under-
‘stood the nature of those who are frust-
g and obstructing its programme,
Sp 10 an audience in St Kilda
town hall, Prime Minister Whitlam
described the obstructionists:

“This rabble, this mish-mash of vested
:lﬂl&m, hﬂlu“, biﬂﬂr ﬂld men and
J frustrated new ones, this motley crew
of incompetents still believe them-
selyes to be our naturil heaven-born
rulers. , . . They must not succeed, , "

Whitlam's strong words comectly de-
scribe his opponents, The words are
‘unfortunately oot matched by deeds.
Following the Victorian election defeat
(which reflected little, if at all, on
Labor's Federal policy) it has been
suggested that the ALP leadership will
be more prone to compromise, Oppor-
tunist considerations of this kind can
only lead to a state where the differ-
entiation between Labor and the Liber-
als becomes blurred. With their vastly
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superior resources the Liberals are much
more likely to be returned in the follow-
ing elections if there is no clear distinc-
tion between the programmes of the

two parties.

At this stage, however, the Federal
Opposition Leader Billy Snedden

and his deputy Philip Lynch are clearly
bluffing when they talk about their will-
ingness to fight an election around the
right to strike.

Socialists, of course, do not support
Labor's programme. In any election
campaign the Secialist Workers League
and the Socialist Youth Alliance are
going to campaign around a socialist
programme, not a reformist one. In
future we will keep on fighting for soc-
ialist policies. But, an election fought
around the issue of workers' demands is
a class issse, Socialists cannot rémain
aloof from real working class struggles,
Nor do they oppose any reforms which
reduce the plight of any oppressed group.

It is not the reformist nature of Labor's
measures which is at stake, It is the
real demands developed out of the work-
ers' struggles which are involved.

Any retreat by Labor from any part of its
programme will increase the confidence
of the employing class, The balance of
power will swing immediately against
the working people, When a wage freeze
is projected any loss of the rights of the
working class to defend itself will be of
vital importance,

What is invelved at the moment is a test
of strength both inside and outside the
ALP. A Labor retreat could lead to an-
other attack on the working class, All the
working class organisations are in danger.

Labor should not retreat. Nor should its
fight be a passive one in the next period.
Labor must not restrict its activities to
the bills it has already introduced. It
must move to repeal the National Service
Act, oot just suspend it, [t should push
through its national health scheme and
reintroduce the divorce regulations,
Labor should respond to the real demands
thrown up by the movements of the
oppressed.

If the Opposition persists in obstructing
Labor's legislation or rejects any bill, the
Labor Government must arrange for a
double dissolution immediately!

Labor must not and cannot be passive
when the main pillars of its programme
are being destroyed. The time {or action
1s not April or May next year as is bein
pfnjc:tcd. The earliest time for a dou'rtllc
dissolution is two months from now. ;
Labor's programme should not be allowed
10 be frustrated by the ruling class. i
any obstacles are created Labor 5hE}uld
organise a mass movement with the co-

= :
-aﬁ]?;::jl of the ACTU to overcome any
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BY NITA KEIG

The debate and activity which surrounded
the placing of the Medical Practice
Clarification Bill relating to abor 'ion
before Federal Parliament helped fo set
.+ motion a struggle which has been
brewing for some Lime.

It has only been in the past few years that
women in large numbers have begun Lo
demand the right to abortion and the

right to full control over their bodies, and
to deny emphatically that abortion 15 a
subject of secrecy and shame. The grow-
ing readiness of women to act upen thelir
needs reflects the widespread influence

of feminist ideas, and the confidence

that women are gaining in their collective
power to change the conditions of their
lives.

MARCH JUNE 30!
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Sydney Town Hall 10am
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The struggle of women for the right
abortion has emerged lnl‘.cnmnamu.tn
an important political struggle, ¢
issue which Is dividing sogiety, expas
the most reactionary sectom for thels Ing
oppressive attitudes towards women {p
respecis. [t has also exposed the k all
of those who champion the rights of mﬂﬁ
foetus but who, at the same time gal]

ly suppeort the slaughter of people inclod
ing children in wars like that in Gittmm‘

i
an

Through participation in the fight for ke
right to abortion thousands of women by
received a whole new undeﬁtanding th;
nature of patriarchal capitalis society
and its institutions.

Already in the United States, through the
January 22 Supreme Court decision
women have won virtually unrtrst:ir:ted
right to medically safe abortion up 1o 24
weeks of pregnancy. This ruling was pre-
ceded by more than two years of consistent
organising on the part of women to edu-
cate and win the repeal of the law: o
abortion. Today in France fierce
struggles have broken out over this issue
Recently, 1000 people were arrested there
while demonstrating for changes in the
archaic French laws. In Belgium and
also in [taly there have been campaigns
for the right to abortion and for improved
contraception which haye received inter-
national coverage by the news media.

In Australia the struggle has been spurred
on by the presentation of the Medical
Practice Clarification Bill to Federal
Parliament by Labor members Lamb and
McKenzie, and the energetic campaign
of opposition to it by the "Right to Life"
movement, led by the churches. This
campaign, which roused the anger of
many people, took the womer's move-
ment somewhat by surprise. It pointed
out the need for women to organise in
defence of their rights and for the repeal
of all restrictive laws relating to contra-
ception and abortion.

As a step towards mobilising the thousands
of women whose power is needed ta securé
the repeal of existing laws, 2 demonstra-
tion has been called in Sydney for Satur-
day June 30. This action will demand
the repeal of all abortion laws and freely
available, safe contraceptives. It will
be one of many similar actions which
will be carried out, along with a range
of other educational and agitational
activities, to convince women 10 join in
this fight until it is won and women gain
complete control over their powers of

re production.
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” .r¢ laborers' strike, commen=
ﬁ:’ b,.:-;:l,:.i"grg' pfém ises to be the first
LILEQ;- industrial confrontation since the
Ellﬁa;[iou of the Federal Labor Government.
{is importance iz therefore twcfml_d.
Fistly, in this struggle ."h“ question of
who controls industry W ill be posed more
gharply than ever. Secondly, the str_ugglc
will test the capacity 19 fight of arll in-
yolyed parties: the unions and their _
leaderships, “he left and above all, the

Wwhitlam Gove mment.

This factor will be of vital imporiance in
the struggle. 1ne employers have already
ssdicated their willingness Lo take the
anions on. Sydney's newspapers have
recently been filled with full-page
adyertisements taken out by the Master
Builders Association of NSW. "Can you
really trust your union leaders?" they
asked, appealing directly to the union
members with their lies and distortions.

For the MBA the biggest bogey was
nworker control”, In the May 23 edition
of the Sydney Morning “erald we were
meated to an "analysis" of "worker con-
trol® which claimed that "The issue is
worker control and the cost of it will
cripple the industry". The adv-:.rtlisemcnt
held that permanency was just a "smoke-
ccreen” behind which lurked evil reds
plotting 1o enslave the workers by urging
them 1o take control of their jobs.

The Builders Labourers Federation has
certainly played a prominent rale in
bringing the issue of workers' control for-
ward. Struggles like the work-in at
Sydney Opera House have been instru -
mental in this. Builders laborers have
been particularly receptive to the ideas
of workers control, partly as a result of
the extremely poor conditions they must
contend with in their industry. Faced
with the mounting discontent a nd more
importantly the focussing of this discon-
tent around the issue of workers' control,
the MBA decided to provoke a confron-

tation with the BLF to show who was "hoss".

Their first move was to ban all weekend
overtime, The MBA maintained that the
ban would remain in force until the BLF
dropped their demands for workers' cont-
rol. The BLF retaliated by demanding

2 $30 per week rise to compensate for
the ban or a lifting of the ban itself.

The MBA moves are ¢learly an attack on
the right to work, But this is no simple
"redundancy” situation which simply
poses the right to a job. The current
radicalisation reflects demands for
control of society by the people, high-

lighted by the demand for workers' control,

It was around this theme that the BLF
launched its counter-offensive.

The concept of "permanency" and "union
hire” were based on atte mpts to apply
this, "Permanency"” affirms the right 10
ﬁorttl for all builders laborers who wish
::::.'hﬂrtlaﬁn hire" raises the question of

Orkers and not the bosses controlling
hiring and firing on the job,

"UNION HIRE"

F}E_HU- held mass meetings on May 16
[~ CC e - ]

o} \SCuss the dispute and to decide on
‘il action to take, The meetings over-

W h 2 ingly ad I
¢ h‘ﬂln,:‘l*_, adopied the following exec-
utive resolution:

1] 1 s

“.Eh; !:r-ﬂnuf...;o amount of money the

indti _'I_'—'l-'-h.'-“l Association is spending

7 Tl ) want to take

si e builders labos wmion and 1L 15

hfgtl,]]'::{} nt that all their advertisements
ght the activity of the builders

laborers, particularly around workers'
control and union hire aspects,

WConsidering that the master builders a nd
other employer groups in Sydney, for the
past fifteeen years have worked a six day
week, nmaturally there is confusion when
a1l of a sudden the MBA decides to 'ban’
weekend overtime.

"Therefore we propose the following:

a) "As a first step {0 permanency, we
impose union hire on all organised pro-
jects. This means that all builders labor-
ers obtaining work on organised jobs must
go through the union gfficers and obtain a
stamped employment card, additional to
the current OK card, before any job org-
aniser can allow a member 10 start. ..

n_ Transfer from job to job to be encour-
aged as all forms of continyity are sieps
toward permanency. - .

b) "...We request all building unions 10
throw their full weight behind winning
pérmancncy.

c) "A deputation 10 ... confer directly
with the Minister for Labour Cameron. . .
for the purpose of requesting the Federal
Government to initiate acnion for. ..perm-
anency in the building industry. "

With the battle lines now quite fully drawn,
the Master Builders' Association presses O
with the assault. They had threatened a
shut-down of the building industry U the
BLF continued with their demands and now
they proceed to carry oul this threat.

LAY OFFS

Several dogmen on jobs employed by
Mainline Constructions wWere laid oif.
These lay ofls mainly affected work on
the AMP and HCF buildings in Sydney.
The lay offs have slowed work de'.a-nf to
the point where the bosses can "justily”
continued sackings. Thus the MBA's
latest move amounts 1o lock-out.

The MBA added fuel w0 the fire by im-
posing vicious culs in the wages of crane
operators. The MBA reduced their wages
from at least $117 per week to the "award
rate of §68 per week. The crane drivers
went on strike in protest a gainst this ré-
pressive action which was clm_rh' :aulncd

at bringing about a major confrontation.

The BLF held a meeting 10 discuss these
developments on May 21, Following

this meeting the BLE executive ca lled a
strike of all building workers in NSW.
This will invalve 12, 000 members of the
BLF, and 50,000 buliders laborers cont-
ing those in other unions. Of these, only
the Federated Engine
s ssociation (FEDEFA) has firmly supported
the BLF, The other building unions,

such as the Building Workers Industrial
Union have offered little more than token
support to the builders laborers struggle,
but as the MBA has retaliated to the strike
with sackings of workers in all unious,

the leaderships of these unions will be
under tremendous rank and file pressure

to support the strike. Nevertheless, this
remains 1o be seen,

e past struggles between the MBA and
;?: E?,JF ha\-egriﬂectcd the sharpest
clashes between workers and capitalists
‘0 Australia. This struggle may be the
most important to date. Its outcome will
not only affect the building industry but
the political situation as a whole. Ttis
vital that all avenues are exploited in
supporting the builders laborers against
the arrogant atack by the MBA. A
defeat for the MBA will be a gain for the
whole working class.
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By the law of the ca pitalist econom- machine will make the production .
tc jungle DIRECT ACTION shouldn't of our paper much more efficient. o
. = . wr . PRI S Fra s | s nrocess of get- {
be able to survive. Without advert= It will speed upt.!}‘n. process ol g -L.
ising and without vast infusions of ting the news and our ideas cut to

or

capital, it is hard for pe
exist in Australia.

wspapers o more and more people,

The minimum amount required is
~—We are relying on the gen-

It is a question of survival of the fit- $500 _ : . en-
test and the fit are those with the cash.  erosity of our readers. One generous
supporter has already made a special
effort. This supporter has guaranteed
to match any donation sent in by our
readers dollar for dollar, up to a max-
imum of $2500, That is, all our read-
ers have to do is raise $2500 and our
friend will give the other £2500 »

By the law of revolutionary neCcess-
ity, however, DIRECT ACTION
must surviye, If a time ever exist-
—<d for a newspaper putting forward
q clear socialist analysis, that time
is now. With the war in [ndo-China
still continuing in spite of all the
illusions sown - with inflation ram-
at in the whole capitalist world-
with the French bomb tests about
to commence - with the continuous
oppression of the working people,
women blacks and gays - with the
crisis of leadership for the warlr.m§
class and the Labor Party - with all
this the necessity for our existence
becomes ever sTOnger.

So please send us your donation in the
knowledge that any 31 you give 10

us is worth $2. We hayen't got off

to a very good start in the drive

yet, so a few big dopations would

be a big boost to our morale.

If you're still in doubt whether to
ﬁtI in the form below and send us
a donation, -emember that it is
not merely a question of the sur-
vival of the fit, but whether you
thi t T ACTION rather
than this outdated capitalist sys-
tem is fit to survive!

I donate $50 ., . .$20. PR -+ L e
ﬂu..-ﬁ-.-ﬂ---sfl---
Please send me a receipt . . «
N&M:E:.........-..*.--.
ADDRESS & o ¢ ¢ s = =

io-liti'l"""‘

Send to DIRECT ACTION Fund Drive,
139 St Johns Road, Glcbe 2037.

We can't rely on rich backers. For
our continued publication we rely

on you, our readers. If you think that
DIRECT ACTION is fit to survive

if you understa nd the need for a pap-
er to expose and organise agA inst

all the evils of this capitalist system,
then you should assist us in our tasks.

DIRECT ACTION is currently org-
anising a fund drive t@ ?un:hase

some badly needed equipment. A
new composerand a headlining
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BY JIM PERCY

The Sydney Anti-war Action Coalition
held a march of some 60 people through
city streets on Saturday May 19 to demand
the withdrawal of all US forces from

South East Asgia, recognition of the Privis-
jonal Revolutionary Government of Séuth
Vietam, the release of all political

: rs by the Salgon regime and an end
‘to the bombing of Cambodia and Laos.

Vietnam.

So on October 26 last year, Hanoi radio
announced that they had come tO an
agreement with Kissinger in Paris. S50
began the great illusion that peace was
at hand, These i]1lusions were partly
¢hattered when Nixon stepped up his
* yerror-bombing in December, Protests
erupted throughout the world, Some of
; the biggest demonstrations cw:c_urrt:d in
Although the demonstration was smallit Europe with 50, 000 marching in Utrecht.
was militant with marchers chanting "US

Out of South East Asia Now" throughout Finally Nixon signed the accords in late

ons had been

the march. But it must be asked: Why is January. Further concessi :
the anti-war movemeni at such a low ebb? extracted [rom the Vietnamese which
different

made the final agreements VETy
from the original 7 point peace plan of

The answer lies first in an analysis of
the Vietnamese,

events leading up to the #ceasefire"
accords and the peace treaty, and the
international context in which they were

signed.

When Nixon commexnced his massive ter-
ror bombing of Hanoi and mined Haiphong
and other North Vietnamese ports in May,
1972, he did so on the eve of a diplomatic
trip to Moscow. With the stepped-up bomb-
ing, the world watched for Moscow's
reaction, Already in February Nixon had
been welcomed in Peking while US bombs
continued te fall on North Vietnam,

Therefore the major reason for the dispers-
ion of the anti-war moyement internation-
ally lies with the signing of the accords
and the widespread illusions about their
nature, The Vietnamese leade rship has
publicly stated that it supported the accords
and would attempt to implement them.
This, plus the fac? that the Seviet and
Chinese leaderships and Nixon had all
collaborated to bring about this "peace’
inevitably led people 1o feel that somehow
the issues of the Victnamese struggle had

been resolved,

..
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However, the Moscow burcaucrals seemed
' T - more concerned with finalising the details
! of Nixon's visit than with his escalated

The second set of factors which led to a
demochilisation was the reaction of some

-

4 bombing of Vietnam, Nixon's gamble had rendencies within the anti-war movement

Ju s paid off. While posing to the world as a to the signing of the accords., The Comm-
1 peace maker, he was able to pressure the unist Party of Australia, Socialist Party

1 of Australia, Association for [nternational

bureaucrats in the Kremlin to do what
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newspaper
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Cooperation and Disarmament 4 nd sOme
other groups began 19 call for the U3 to

ngign Now".

While it is obviously the right of the
Vietnamese 1o sign any accords they SeE
fit, it is pot the duty of those who defend
their struggle in other countries 1@ support
these accords, We are un
to do 50, as we are not under the gun
as the Vietnamese are, To support the
demand ""Sign Now" is to support the
concessions extracle
b}' jorce.

With the accords signed and prﬂclaimed
2 victory, surely the war must be over.
Our task is only 1o re construct Vietnam.
This is the CPA's line of argument.
True, thire are still demands to pres
they 55;13«1 but the main thrust of our
acrivity must be o collect money for
Vietnam and organise tour of Australia
for Vietnamese delegations. This pers-
pective led to their walkout from the
Sydoey Anti-war Action Coalition

To many pecple however, it is plain that
the war Is not over, The US has even
begun to bomb and harass areas in South
Vietnam under the Provisional Revolut-
ionary Government. They have steadily
maintained bombing Over Cambodia and
Laos. The US continues to prop up the
Thieu regime in Saigon Lo the tune of
millions of dollars, Thieu continues to
ignore conditions of the ceasefire and has
waged a purge ol suspected Comm unists
and suppressed all democratic and civil

rights,

Protesto

BY DAVE DEUTSCHMANN

More than forty Victorian trade union
organisations combined to help organise
a rally of some 750 people o protest
spiralling prices. The rally, held on
Friday, May 18 in Melbourne's city
square, was addressed by Allan E'pcs{,
Viciorian secretary of the Australian
Insurance Staff Federation, John Half-
penny, state secretary of the Amalgam-
ated Metal Workers Union and Federal
Treasurer, Frank Crean, It was also add-
ressed by representatives of pensioner and
social service organisations.

The trade unions have also formed a
coalition which aims to defend the right
to fight for wage claims and also to
campaign for an immediate price freeze.

At an organising meeting just before the
rul.i}-', more than 173 shop stewards and
union representatives attended. This
fncr:lm:;, held on Monday, May l-I- Wa s
initiated by the unions to launch TI-.:_- J
campaign against rising prices. -

When John Sanders, Victorian state sec-
retary of the Australian Council of Salar-
ied and P essional Assogiations N
(ACSPA), opened the meeting, he said:

Ihis 15 going to be the beginning of

g
e ot b i i 5
.\_I-.". Lhing I.'I,':“, Since the last war. waoi
inerea . iy b - : ol
1 reases havi ]l..l_.'.|'_.|';.::'1_|:1l idacked by
price incr ol ' 4 o B
i " E lmLE s

*Hd cCases, T".u-l_, marks the momeni

-II en we really begin to do som.

iboutl 1t W t \ - P -

1 T rlil-r he workers of Australia
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isions Persist Over Viet Peace”

der no compu lsion

d from the Vietnamese

g I'-JI',

While the US remalns & ; 5
East Asla, there will bgn,:rﬁched i: %
anti-war movement must cnr{:iu, s
demand the total and Imlﬂedhn* 0 -
al of the US from the area, [} ,’:-:ﬂ pmil 8
inue 1o explain what has h;PP' Ust copy,
Vietnam and publicise and ex a8 i"‘ :
continued aggréssion, To be ePf?SE-tf__t l_i!'
must ialhaud in hand with aCli:icu.“
at mobilising peoplé onc

the right of the Ufctnam:s:;pr:; to defery
peoples of South East Asia to mu“ﬂnr

ination, dﬂtm_

The situation in Vietnam

ilised while two opposed n‘:::}:ﬁt b-
exist in Vietnam, in Cambodiz b
.mpresuming conflicting class imand Lacy
The work that the anti-war m ool
can do, however, in Pmpnin“‘;\!men:
inevitable future upsurges in &eﬂrﬂm
which will once again make ociunﬂi“
of the real situation in South I;E:,;E}e R
of great importance. Our task is Aty s
yet, ;_md will not be until the US ik 4
out of South East Asia, militaril it Hjﬂ“
ally and economically, Ve

These different perspectives were di

by speakers at the rally followin l;hl:cmd
on May 19, The speakers stms&eﬁ tha R
march was the beginning of the ‘L
reeducating and rebuilding the aupz?c:“ &
movement. People must be made aq .

of the political significance of the :J?TE
and the continuing state of war, In i
months others, including those :."hatmmz
the biggest illusions now, will crome: T.w.
seec the need to continue to rebuild rh:
mass actions which have defended the
Vietnamese in the past,

n Prices

ive protests which took us out of Vietnmam
and it will only be massive public :&acii.l}rn
that will enable the government to con-
trol prices - to combat the bosses!

"Price control without a wiec freeze
that's what we want." : T

This dual nature of the c2% ign was
emphasised by Saunders us well as by
Best and Halfpenny, who also spoke at
the mieeting. They proposed building an
ilul‘;pcnde nt movement of Australian
working people to bring about control of
prices,

The delegates meeting went on 10 St
perspectives for the "Price Freeze Cam-
paign' n coming weeks. Organised
industrial action, boycotts and rallies
were stressed by most speakers iroim the
floor as being the crux of any such cam-

paign,

Following the delegates meeting DIRECT
ACTION spoke to Gus Haddon, a leader of
the Action Committee 10r Social Service
Justice. In detailing the committee's plans
for the next three months, Gus Haddon
said that pensioners and the unemployed
would be placing substant ial pressure on
Federal and State governments and local

councils,

Hadaon rid thal he Was |"-"-F1‘-'1.'-|1.i.i|1r
i‘.'.l'l.ll 1o 5€0C Lthe :_r'll!l_ union |]|l='\'L‘J'HI."r||-
uniLting iy an ellort 10 M'L_“'|=E'l'- 1L ii.:~!=!;
} " Already various groups =il h
the Citizen Aclion Federaticn al d numirs
nsul F Orga aisat (6 e Camk
i i | rotest MaVETX 1 ga Lnst
Phese groups are WOTKINg

venient in E*ii

mgrre.
WAGE RISES

WITHOLIT

BY FRANS TIMMERMA N

As the date approaches for the beginning
of the next series of French nuclear

tests in the Pacific, opposition to them
is growing in Australia. This opposition
is now mainly emanating from the

trade union movement, which is using
industrial action in defiance of the
wishes of the Australian Goyernment,

On Tuesday, May 15 the ACTU exec-
utive met to consider 3 recommendation
from a meeting of forty Federal unions
beld on May 10, which called for a

ban on all transport and communication
links with France and on the handling

or purchase of French goods.

On May 9 ACTU president Bob Hawke
met Prime Minister Whitlam who asked
that the trade union movement take no
industrial action. Whitlam was con-
cerned that the French Government
would be able (o use it to prejudice
Australia's case before the International
Court of Justice in The Hague. But
Hawke said that the French were show -
ing contempt for the ruling of the
international court and so the trade
union .sovement was following the only
effective line of action it could see.

He added, "We are not tools of the
government' .

i The contrast between the forms of
protest action taken by the Australian
Government and those taken by the
trade union movement point Lo the
hali-hearted attitude the Government
has adopted in opposition to the tests.

Whitlam's approach is to use ‘respect-
..nb!c‘l though largely ineffective, means
in an attempt to halt the tests. The
French Government has already indic-
ated that it considers the inte r'|.1.1ti.-.‘.tn.t|
court has 1o jurisdiction in the matter,
and gecordingly will go ahead as plan-

l'-a,_:']_

tl.{l'“l ver, the unions have -“1""1].'1“'\1:1 &
illercmnt .-]-;‘.L*.:\h and are 1-1]“ing
difect action almed at LOppLIng the
tests, The ACTU executive decided
l'.‘.{“ thead with ts bans on French
\hl'i\i“fl'-;". communications and man-
Wiaclured goods,
despite Whitlam's

-.!hl_ ad.

This move was made
ippeal not to go

:t:; clear that by opting for a very
ol o 1 : -
i legal' a PPTong h. the Labor
LGovernmeoer :
» iment has rejec ted the most
thLL-hI”' course of action available:
.l.-l: 15, joint actions and Initiatives
oy 1 ”:-'- trade unior |'I|'.'""q.-'n..‘]"|!l:['lt on an

indus o
Birial and governmental level,

DJ‘I ?'qln'*a. 3 \ s
Sy day, May 14, Whitlam sent a
‘egram to the ACTU executives

LIJ,_,,U!E‘ themn not to cal : ;

ition of 10t to call for the impos-

R 'r[_‘llt']‘"-' bans, He argued that since

o A dlldl"g g " - 1 3 '

court \’s case before the international

of int e based on alleged breaches
termational law by Fraoce, then

Australia NE:

should appear before the

Lahor Mu

court with 'clean hands'. He said that the
ACTU action could be in contravention
of the Vienpa Conventions on Diplom-
atic and Consular Relations and the
Universal Postal Conveation of 1964,
Whitlam even publicized this appeal

by appearing on television. But the
ACTU executive rejected these legalisms,
deciding that all bans would remain
until the tests were either called off

or completed.

The Amalgamated Postal Workers
Union responded to the ACTU decision

by banning all communications to and
from France. The May 16 meeting of
the union's Federal executive decided
to ban all mail and telegraphic ser-
vices. However, a spokesman for the
Commonwealth Telephonists and
Phonogram Ollicers Association, which
e not affiliated with the ACTU, said
that members ©f ils union would not
impose any such bans. Hence, Australia's
telephone operalons W ill continue 1O
put through trunk line calls to and {irom
France. The Union of Postal Clerks and
Telegraphists also imposed a ban on all
cable and telegraphic traific between
Australia and France.

The executive of the APWU said nor-
mal communications o and from the
Australian Embassy in Paris would be
maintained. Unfortunately, commun=
ications to and from French firms in
Australia w ould also be maintained
But no transit mail to or lrom France
would be handled. Already there have
build-ups of incoOming

been mMassive
ail in all major cilies.

and outgoing o

As reported in DIRECT :\;TIC"Z‘\' I-'H'J,
May 10, Australian maritime unions
had already placed bans on French
goods and shipping. The Pluzabers X
Union, the Vehicle Builders Union and
building unions had also decided to

L pose bans, _
to suspend all services 1o Australia,

and the French-ow ned car manulacturcs
Renault, wa’ torced to slow down
production at \elbourne plant. The
move will proba 4. push the compa ny
further into unprofitable conditions,

2 fter losses in recent yeds:

esident of the Shop

The Federal pr
ouse Employees

Asgistants and Wa reh
Federation said about 110, 000 shop
workers would refuse 1@ sell French
producis AAP reported that France's twoO
main trade union groups supported
Australian trade unions in their stand

against the 1€518.

Whitlam responied (o the communic-
ations ban by saying in Parliament that
the Govermnment was considering leg-
slation to penalise people who break
international agreements to which
Australia is a party. The proposed
legislation would make it an offence
o break or incite a breach of Aust-
ralia's international agreements.

A report in The Australian on May 18

st Act toHal

The French airline UTA had

Official photograph of 2 French atomic test on Mururoa last ye

t FrenchTests

1cLion 1o Ca nsinge Lhd lizpute wa N, " -
¥ '] - 2 UL 5 Pl

said that the naval supply ship HMAS
Sydoey has been fueclled and provision-

ed to support the New Zealand frigate ically motivated. They said that rea

MMNZS Canterbury which sailed to- iopary public servants Wwith Lib:
wards the Mururoa nuclear test zone. Party sympathies had chosen these

methods o react 1o the Labor Govern-

In Parliament the Defence Minister, ment. In contrast, over 100 workers

Lance Barnard, said that the Australian rom the dockyard have volunteered O

ship would provide refuelling facilities help man the HMA S Supply in the

but would not enter the actual test area 1ge to the test zone,

and would stay clear of the immediate

fa1l-out zone, Barnard said that HMAS On the evening of Thursday, May 17, a

Supply would be sent into the test area petrol bomb was thrown into 3 ten-
storey building housing the Frenc h con-

Pif necessary .
sulate 1n Melbourne . A '_L-=_"._'l_1.] ] i

watch is now being kept oD all French
in Australia while
nuclear téesis o

. ]

Meanwhile, workers at the naval dock-
yard at Garden Island, Sydney, took
action against apparent attempis by
Navy officials to slow down the relit-
ting and preparation of HMAS Supply.
Workers at Garden Island at a meeting

offices and property
the protests against the
on.

unions

The dispute between the trade

on May B offered 10 consider favourably and the Federal Government Over the
lifting all bans and limitations on over- bans has highlighted the basic differences
ol .‘[-'-’..‘-."1.".'1(!1_ Whereas the unions have

time and shift work to q llow wourn wn Lhe
vessel 10 be completed as quickly as taken direct action w itch takes into

. ccount the real situation regarding
iment has

and 'le ga ' met-

possible.

¢ tests, the Gover
]

opted for 'respectable
hods, which might prove that the law is
on our side, but which will have no
elfect on the French Govemment,

Painters' and dockers' riggers allowed
the HMAS Supply to be brought ioto
the Captain Cook dock on May 8. On
the following day, the docky ard man-
agement ordered painters and dockers
to begin cleaning the sides of the ship
by the waterblast method., The men
were also instructed that only two men,

instead of the usual three, were 1o

We must force the Labor G gyernment
to halt these tests by any means necesss
apy . If that means sending the fleet into

the test zone, then this must be done,

[t ic clear that the vast majority of
people living 1o the Pacific region want
tests - and in particular

operate each ma chine.

The workers objected that this was a no part of these tes
their after effects. iHowever, pot many

attempt to break down con-

ditions, and also that the waterblast goyemments in these areas purport 10
method would take five times as long represent the working people. Our Gov-
as the conventional scrubbing method, ernment does and we must force it toact
All approaches o the management for to protect all the people in the region

4 solution met with outright rejection, from the nuclear madness of French

The workers then went OB strike, claiming

DIRECT ACTION FORUMS

s, June 8, Spm
S dne TREVOLUTIONARY CHANGE IN LATIN AMERICA®
A talk on the revolutionary moyements in
: ; Latin America, the role of guerrilla groups,
. 139 ST JOHNS MASS rnm'umm;ts and the different regimes
ROAD, GLEBE.  ith particular emphasis on Chile and Argentina.

Friday, June 22 Bpm,
ARY STRUGGLE IN VIETNAM"

Jim Percy, national organiser of the Soclalist
Workers League, analyses the recent history,
the leadership, and the perspectives for the
revolution in Vistnam,

Thursda

STUDENT MOVEMENT"
Peter Conrick discusses the revelutionary ap=

proach to campus struggles and the strategy
of the "Red University" and its application
in Australia.

Thersday, June 28, 8pm.

m ?MN‘TH
Gay socialists discuss the development and
revolutionary potential of Gay Liberation,

i-.—oro.;.ni.'.‘ 2

capitalism.

une 14, Bpm.
RA TEGY FOR THE

Melbourne

at 140 QUEENSBERRY
STREET, CARLTON.
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members bill in Parliament to legal-
ise abortion, she received a hostile
phone call from Opposition leader
Holding. Holding threatened 10 with-
draw her endorsement and, failing that,
to "throw her off the side of a mount-
ain" if she didn't stop her activities,

Despite this hostility and despite a
vigorous campalign against her by the
Victorian branch of the National Right
to Life Organisation, Coxsedge was more
successful than most ALP candidates

in Liberal-held seats, In their vigorous
campaign, the good citizens who support
"the Right 1o Life" had apparently
broken the law,. They distributed a
how-10-vote card which said "Support
Life-Vote Against Abortion" and put the
number 3 against her came without
numbering the other two candidates -

a breach of the Electorial Act. Cox-
sedge is planning legal actions 4 gainst

ahor Loses Victorian Elections

The turn away from Labor was uneven.
It was strongest in thé more affluent
suburbs, These include the areas in
which Labor made its major gains last
December, On the other hand, in the
more working class areas, Labor gained
some significant swings. In traditional
Labor seats there was a substantial swing
to Labor which strongly consolidated

its vote. One factor which may be in-
volyved here is a reaction 1o the Federal
Government whose actions on the sphere
of regional development are yet 1o be
seen but whose achievements generally
are more popular in the working class
areas. Also, Hamer's "progressive”
image had much more impact in the
outer suburbs than Holding's boring
campaign.

Tha

not be seen as

- etorian election as a whole can-
4 rebull to the Labor

| | " ~ i - e a
¢eries of conlrontations

LOvermment’s

L A

day of the Victorian elections the lat-
est survey of national voting attitudes
carried out by Australian NMationwide
Opinion Polls had different results,

According to the ANOP, which predict-
ed very accurately last year's Federal
election, 54 per cent of electors would
vote [or the ALP if the elections were
held now, This is an increase on last
December's figures, Support for the
Liberal Country Party was at 40 per cent,
This i§ 1.3 per cent below the vote the
McMahon Government received when it
was defeated last December,

Despite this de’zat in Victoria the anti-
Labor forces can not gain too much sat-
isfaction from Lhe Victorian elections, It
45 2 labor defeat rather than a liberal
yviclony. A
radical platform could easily return
Labor 1o the trail it has been On

cell orgainsed campaign on a
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vkie and Danstan al the St Kilda Town Hall meeting

Postal and absentec volEs could .:h:.x nge
the final results slightly, The holding

of the election in «he middle of school
d university holiday means that these

counted Labor had 42 .3 per cent of the
yote against 47. 3 per cent in the last

Federal election.
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being forced to live and work much more
closely with the men of the Socialist Left,

per cent and Labor 41,3 per cent,
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The Jenkinson Pepo
of an inquiny held last year
jons of hratal Treatmest of prisoners Al
Pentridge. Victonan Attorney General

George Reid says that the report 15 being
examined by State le gal officers 1o de-

cide whether criminal charges chould be
lgid as a result of the findings.

intoallegal-

"F-H-:;mu

T
-

Whatever the findings of the report may
be however, it 18 unlikely that they will
shed much light en the real situation
fnside the gaol, Prisonen were at a
- disadvaniage in presenting evidence 1o
the inquiry becausc they were at the
mercy of the warder » hose activities
were the subject of the inquiry. They
were defenceless againd bashings by
warders and unable 10 prevent sgizure by
warders of any evidence of brutality which

may have existed.

" Prisoners were also denied access 10 legal
. coumsel during the inguiry and were

" offered no protection from recriminalions
- arising from their testimonies, Warders

‘had legal counsel, includingaccess 10

~ the crown solicitor, as well as access 10
transcripts of the proceedings at the

inquiry and access (o all regulations.

. Sp, while the Jenkinson Report may un-

~ coversome of the worst abuses which have
“occusred a1 Pentridge during recent times,
~ it is non likely to get close @ the truth

bourne 10 mar {irst annivemary
GECtLNI Y Cebrge Dunedn, 3
exr at Adelaide University and a

and thrown into the Torrens

on Thursday May 10 last year.

In dﬂi_l_l__t_un 1o the Melbourne rally other
st occurred throughout

ed a wotal of 32 memorial noti
Duncan. One of which read: o
INCAN, George

nted around Adelaide on May 10,

Tormens Bank  where Duncan w
rEns. ‘as
red is used by gay people in

'-.t for the victirmisation of giys in
@ ared and mope  punticularly, the
path of Duncan, '

E: "!'br mystery surrounding Duncan' s
\ -ﬁ'ﬂa"dﬂr has never been solved despite
potice “vestigation”, the offer of a

90 .

wal, Duncan drowned after being

ralia. The "ln Memoriam" col
i u Adelaide newspaper the A&:nr:rutnll:t

NG lan Ogilvie. - -
:inll died because of E!ﬁs hummi‘f:m -
‘How many more Duncans?" Slogans
“Duncan wis murdered one year ago
SA police - remember, " were also

laide as a4 meeting place. Gays a1
| Torrens Bank bave quite un-:ﬂﬁb-.:cn
cmdfi.n bashings and being thrown
o the river, The police have never
prded any protection 10 the gays and
fact many people believe that mem-
g of the police loree muay be respop-
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an where they felt

e into a posilien
had no ~lterpnative but 10 take direct act-
that

ion despite the lacl that they knew
would certainly be met wilh
was Lhe abalition last
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g 1
greatest singie

such acuon
vicious reprisals,
year, by smith, of the prisoners re
rative council, This action left the
prisoners with no vehicle by which they
could cven communicale gricyances (o
the authorities which control every facet
of their lives.

QOn April 9, thirky four prisoners in div-
ision of the gaol barricaded themselves in
their dormitory and held off warders for
twenty one hours. The daily press said
that the thirty lour were protesting again-
st the gaol food. later the Director
Ceneral of Social Wellare A.G. Booth

¢aid "We have checked their complaints
about the food and unfair treatment and
have found them completely unjustified. ™
What other conclusion could 3 body inquir-
ing into complaints against itself be expec-
ted to draw?

Tension at the gaol mounted further when
a young prisoner just sentenced 10 seyen

By

::;EII_I r!::T-r.nd by the govemment and
a special invesiigation by police
5-:9_1.'iand Yard ip Brita 'm:r p'?h:(ﬁr[tf::
pulll;e were called in because of l!;u:
possible involvement of South Australian
police in Duncan's murder. No action
has been wken by the govemment .r:‘
a msu}t of the findings of the Scotland
Yard investigation, Howeyer thice
n:lcmb-:rs of the SA police force re-
signed s0on after Duncan's murder
They were seen on the night of the
smurder within three huiadred vards of
the spot where the murder occurred,

The rally on May 11 was organised by

the Melbourne Gay Liberation Front

l:}p 1o two hundred people participa ted

in the rally over a two hour pcricpa-i 3
Alter a meeting inthe Cily Square the
demonstratess marched throuzh th: 2
sireels behind o coffin.,  Ba nhncrx A

pla mrd::_, flags and chants rcHL-_‘t.-:a:l

the feclings of solidarity, pride, and
apger 'L.h:n gays all over the <.-.-1:»;‘1::l : :
beginoing (o feel, One of the nr s !
c'h'.lli}h was: "rmwo, four, six '“?h:-lﬂ .

Ej]} 15 Just as good as uL.nu.;fE;EI:m"til

five, seven, nine, try it 1;‘-;.; W s
one time." Another was "-‘f-';.-.!:'* T
EJunu;an‘;‘ You killed Dl:ll'u' :--.=L'I.‘j g
ing that public iznormnce L.,mii !r.-. i
tevard homosexuals mal -;. rfl-‘ 1-"":.“”?
such ax Duncan's -I*_‘,:.i!:lE-;- oz

mean-
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suicide by jumping from a seventy
high gallery, and two prisoners werte

burned when

Another large rebellion occurred
= when 175 prisoners ip D division,
remand section, went on a hunger strike,
A prisoner released fr
The Age newspaper that n
ger s'rikers were
death if prison ©
their grievances.
men claim they arc treated as conyicted
nals when in fact they are still inno-

crimi
have not been heard in

cent and their cases
court."

Some pris
the hunger strike on April 23 when Si
cliimed that the number of participants
ad dropped to fifty.
eports that six of the strikers were being
kept alive by injections and that one man
had collapsed and been hespitalised through
ma lnutrition.
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The demonstration reflects the growing
T\.!d-!l-':-i!l'{-li by gay people that Gﬁh by )
;JJ'IHL‘LI action can they begin to roll
:.u-rl.. the social prejudices which per-
petuate their oppression. The growth
" H & = :
iElm ganisarions such as the Gay
iberation Front i !
il ! tis laying the [oundat-
s for a social movement which will
destroy the superstitic ;
e Ipersiitious 1gnora nce
ostered by those who seek (¢ i i
e ind A SCCH 1O malntain
€ir positions of social 1vi
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The hunger strikers raised demands i
visits in which the prisoners woyld >
separated from their visitors h,_,uénTbF
ities for legal consultation., ,Th,: | £ el
wa nted to see the Minister for Sn}ci:ﬁg
fare and the Director of Prisons,  The re
x-;f:r-..' .;- o re pﬂrlﬂd 1o bea ngry :;t the 1z
of bail for remand prisoners and dely Fk
court hearings., Lk

On April 30, after a fire had damaged
prison flour mill, warders made a E;mlh
charge on a group of prisoners ian;\riz
won. About eighty warders were invuh--d
Prizon authorities claim that the fire He ;
deliberately lit and it is possible tiuiw:n
I\[‘.'H'I:'i]‘l.l.:"'l.'l-,. made desperate by the refosal ;
of the authorities to even listén o their
gr-llr_‘.'\ ances, may have resorted to such
action.

By May 1, B division prisoners were bein
confined to their cells according 10 Smilﬁ
However a warder who spoke to the press -
said that berween 250 and 300 prisoners
from B and C divisions were on strike and
that the previous night's baton charge had
been made when B division prisoners re-
fused 1o return to their cells. On May 1,
some B division prisoners were 4150 report-
ed to be on a hunger strike.  The strike
broadened to involve almost 700 of the
gaol's 1100 prisoners, dccording 10 some

ré poris.

Smith claims that all is quietl inside
Pentridge - that the events of the past
month are the invention of "outsiders®
trying to creafe an impression that there
\re troubles inside Pentridge. He rom=
on the events'[{ was better than nor-
[t's not what you or | would like o
think is norpmal - but we've g0l thirteen
prisons 1o look afterin Victoria. There's
always something happening in some pri=
This was a very low ~key

menis
mal.

son Or o1 her.

incident,

hile The Australian newspapet
of May 15 reparis that thirt prisoners
returning from strike rioted the day be-
The informalion coming out of 1

lore
the gaol is sketchy because the govemn=
it can 1O suppress

ment is deing all that

the facts. Nevertheless it is clear that
prisoners in Pentridge, many of 1'I1+.'1f'n
imprisoned gnjustly by a sysiem which
[1|<!-L~.“i |'-.r4:-1m'l1'-r_&n al the pﬂ.’!‘l‘rﬂﬁ"} and vl
privileges of the wea lthy above the neess
of masses ol }mgplc, can 1o longer
tolerate a situation in which they are
denied all human rights and dignily.

No amount ol bluster by Smith nd his
1il it fact,
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Of great importance to us is that we sc€

GREETINGS TO CONFERENCE

ARGENTINA: Socialist Workers Party

Comrades,
The Partido Socialista de los Trabajadores (Socialist Workers Party)

e Socialist youth Alliance the tasks of revolutionary y ; i
youth as being sends i sternal rev 3 -
; nds its fraternal revolutignary greetings to the Fourth National Conference ol

o caster th
lzur its Fourth National Conference, internationalist in character. The inter- the Socialist Y =
. “-hiﬁh brak atlﬂndﬁd b‘r’ '_r'n?uﬁg 53.:[3][5{5 national consequences of the UEEII",.:H'EI oCla J_'i.ll"l Cl'l.l_l_h .r"-“lﬂnt:::.
P e tom all parts © Austilia, They came way and the crucial role of the internat- o T We hope that this conference will mark a leap forward for your organ-
Fire at Pﬂnlridgg oo ;:J lan a stategy for the upsurge of youth. ional anti-war movement graphically I:..]l.IL-H and a _-r__rc,--;T_hcr;ung of the world Trotskyist-Leninist movement, the
ol ‘ hich didn't just repeat the {llistrates this fact, Once again we don't Fourth International, o
g ol g ey yith fraternal revolutionary greetings. R v

merely mouth our internationalism but
ex press it in practice through our support
of the Fourth International-the world
party of socialist revolution.

ipa listic phrases or offer token
{ colonial peoples,
students and work-
one which cxptus&cd its-
ting for the demands

{ the struggle for

JAPAN: Revolutionary Communist League b

Dear Comrades,

tils = S - - r

We are very SOTTY that we cannot Senc
but we :LZ!k:’:EI‘J1.')I Ii':,'.‘-|.'--. that your conlfemence

| our young representative

to your Fourth National Conierence,

The greetings printed here were some
will be a real success for the Australian

of those received by the conlerence from T Yok
| TOLEHY st movement as a part ol Oour

international co-thinkers and are rep
: - < 1K T arc r.-_-P:._ — 1.;. z = = =~ - ,
. - J - T wery! g e i . - worldwide Intermanonal moyel 11
ist Youth Alliance Idcrr_sn t just resentative of the international move- 5 ooy = -"-lln”“r-mp'“ - iV '
h.‘; idﬁﬂ]i Df 59{__[3[1:;],“! bU-l ment 'J[ W I'Ill.ih S"I".&; l.' l"!'"J.I'._, E- o 1 : fhd .S::.l";-._t '|_r;1-i_' |".\.:.',-\Jjw: E'.:;'II','[H_T: ol "-_: h'_“[.l!.'l im j-.__'r';_ ','_';l‘- En a Serious hlow to
ng about it! the U, 5. Lr?_--,xtri.;-.L_-':".'.:_ the w I'..._'lu situation of Asia and the Pacilic area has begun
. S el Jetn _ rapid and big changes, objectively ' ' iling ma i th
the conference outlined If you w ish tojo1n n the movement 101 arca, In spite of the betrayal roles vernments, W
1 " & _; - A " - ¥ - b = o - N 4 3 r % - i G B R ¥ - LI - LA
me for revolt in the secondary 2 socialist Australia you should join SYA. must fight for a real unity of the gainst ti
: 3 : - T S T i, S s : By T T S A g
This programimc will be printed For young people who realise what is U.S.-)apanese joint-imperialism pendent 1 !
L= - s x . e - e 1 I'__- . 4 ks . - i p-lialla i = RSB o hid 1
happening in the world today nothing is Moscow and Peking lines. I &
.

mere important than laying their ideals
on the line and fighting for them. ' { he U.S eom Indo=Chi el all
is doing just that. TS g ¥

Total withdrawal of ALL th
t].-.i.\ As1an i!'d P.IL-.i!:L'..-. 1':5'&.::;1.
Complete victory for the Vietmamese peoplel Victo

three Indo-Chinese peoples.

in the next issue of
SYA

Down with the U, 5,.-]apanese joint-imperialism and the o i 1Y
ruling forces in this areal
Long live the Socialist United States of Asia and the Pacilic ' | t
Long live the Socialist ) outh Alliance. ,{r'.-.
Long live the Fourth Internationall ‘F;
i'"'l

: VENEZUELA Venezuelan Trotskyist Group e

e
e {;_{. ear comrades of the Socialist Youth Alliaz
1.‘ L ; . From Venezuela we 5¢ nd you
: revolutionary greetings and our best wishes for a successful Natiopal Conlerence.
Your struggle for the construction of ap independent revolutionary y outh organ-
ieation in Australia is part of our common cbjective: the building of mas {
revolutionary workers parhies integrated in the Intermational, capable of le ading 15 §|
the working class 1o pOwer. ' ;1
Young Socialist Alliar i
S
USA: Young Socialist Alliance i8
tH
Dear comrades, T ’
The Young Socialist Alliance sends revolutionary greetings to the E.- by
Fourth National Conference of the Socialist Youth Alliance. We regret that we .
sre unable to deliver these greelings in person. : ! l |
We have followed with great interest your activities aimed at sz
% 1

providing revolutionary leadership to the struggles of students a nd youth in

Australia. The growth and deyelopment of the Socialist Youth Alliance are an

inspiring exampie for the entire world Trotskyist movement.

Although our two organisations are at opposite ends of the globe,

we have been able to camry out important joint campaigns particularly in defense

of the Vietnamese revolution, Events of the three months since the signing of the

cease-fire accords have exposed the fraudulent nature of this usettlement”. The
dictator Thieu in his attempts Lo wipe i B

¥

.--d-l.'-ﬁ_:u-b"

U.S. is giving full support to the puppet

out the revelutionary forces, and Nixon has even threatened 1o resume u.s.

bombing if the Vietmamese resist! We applaud the efforts of the Australian anti- '

war moyement o force the Labor Government to end all complicity with the U.5. 1

war machine, Here in the U.S. we recently helped organise na tionwide demon- T

strations against a visit by Thieu. These actions demanded: U. S, Out of Southeast W

Asgia Now! End All Support to Thieu! No U, S. Imposed Regimes in Vietnam. '
In recent months we have witnessed a new rise in student struggles

around the world. These range from the South African students' struggles against

apartheid to the Greek students' fight against the junta for basic democratic rights

to the Egyptian students' militant actions. We should particularly note the mass 3
upsurge of French high school and university students, the largest since May-June l
1068, The Communist League, French section of the Fourth Interna tiomal, 13 i

Lenin sweeps away the flth of the world. right in the centre of these struggles and is playing a key leadership role, These &
struggles reconfirm our 2ssessment of the breadth and scope of the worldwide -

i } 1

youth radicalisation, .
In this country, the most significant recent development is the

erful movement against skyrockering inflation.

spontaneous emergence of a pow _

The meat boycott in April, in which tens of millions of AmEmags participated,

showed the depth of anger against rising foed prices, !
A national day of protest against high food prices has been called

for May 5 and the Y.S.A. is throwing itself into building these actions. We think
they can provide an important action focus for this movement. We are helping

to organise students, who have been hard hit by Nixon's economic policies, 1o
join in this protest themselyes and build support for it in the communities and

labor movement,
The masses of America

e e

R

Help us
sweep,

JOIN SYA!

Soclalist vouth Alliance

e g —
- i e

e ey g

n workers have demonstrated that they are
take direct action 1o defend their standard of living, but the trade union
ith Nixon's wage controls and refuse to partici-
help expose the misleadership of the

rd militant, independ-

willing to
bureaucrats persist in cooperating W

te in this struggle. This contradiction can
bureaucracy and begin to impel the American workers towa

ent class struggle. :
The Young Socialist Alliance 15 enthusiastically participating in .
this movement against inflation, and raising transitional demands that point the : iy

only way forward in this struggle. A
We send you best wishes for success in your conference,

| would like more information on the

LR

I would like ro join the Socialist Youth Alliance
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olution on the Atlantic seaboard was
as a marginal historical “"“-'“mnm"ﬁ?,,_ o
feudal monarchies in Europe, Yet [f.ge he
own downfalls: The American mg -
tarists are gimilarly short-sighted
furn and in iime will confront mo
(hey candidndle on their own home
o core of freedom to the cap
1o maintain private ownerghl
state thal snobles them 1o per
exploitation al home an'fi : ¢
demanded by the masses in this Couniryy

GEORGE NOVACK

Individuals and the class struggle

Y A e counter 10 these AT - | hedpermn who wishes to be in step with progress
ination. The people want to work al agreeahls : 2 = nnft straggle in its rear is obligated to be-
* = a c
duetive occupalions and earn enough (o have s o " iy l“mf ully aware of the necessity, lawfulness
e improving standard of 11ving, ThESS l onality, and realism of the struggle between the cla ;
their leisuré, breathe clean air and dﬂnk" : n contenders, just as the mid-nineteenth century Americazz
rva at peace, and l0ok forward (o a secure ang had to judge the merits and justice of the conflict between
future. These needs cannot be gu - o real alternatives, we Art not only capable of the slave South and the N oy
guaranteed g pifiné : ther but can b 2l gl bl e
s by the existing masters of socisty. oy 4 glﬁiiﬂﬂ one course OVer another but can be held moral- in the evenls of our time with th :
11 5 g R ; atter how o ple for our decisions and thelr consequen consci ) 4 the utmost clarity of
187 they are promised DY glib politicians. Capitalism oy um{}ﬂﬂiﬂ ( ) b ces. onsciousness and practical effectiveness, it is fal
W far more demands than it can satist PAUEm cregg | o, are g rmaible for WHALEVERGEE RS changed by (o know which class i : oot
: : y. Teal | e e s is the agency of social progress on this planet. That has to be a collective revolutionary
o Hence the deepening division between “l!!wg s e nt; choice is limited to situati En:l e | et Hlorg SOsAT
5 e o : OWEL uations over i i 5 k
4 tants. Their irn:.prfssihie conflict keeps br Conks | put the P £ IR arxism asserts that the proletarian producers of This class alternative defines the criteria of what is
‘fﬁ':' abl levels of social and political life, ranging fro Ol g influence canthi e d. thi{rsqnalcalnnnt be wealth, not its capitalist appropriators and mismanag good and bad in public affairs. Whatever promotes the
18 : : : omethin 'on eir conir - ; (
+ﬂi7 I gl democmzc rights and antiwar demg | ped ! :ar ) o L :: Ia”-‘ the Bdﬂl?lﬂl lirek determinplive of thetuture, Thix = or e of the movements for liberation from capitalist
: : ! : ; nclusi v : ; : A tu di i
Bl : o protests over the befouling of the environmeny faw reco o : ion, derived from its analysis of history servitude or bureaucratic domination Is worthwhile;
r{;j‘ represents freedom for the one side, mel:;;“_m ] mhlemthﬂ:' mit;;::i:;lal c;l:d:‘i:;:ﬁ:t:c;?nm, Hn B SUIERIUECIAL R0 AEATLETi o g o) t:ndenciﬂ, ﬂf{};;mz:.ld whatever obstructs or weakens these aims is to be Cont
b3 oy S 10 Btden i a 7 ¥ . = ; i
iy the atmosphere ok profit or explodeet Poison Nnmhlht}* p P} ave lhE.ll' P‘Ufﬂl'} capitalism is the pivotal principle of its econom- demned. Thus the use of violence by the U. S. imperial-
- i« a deadly and (M1 able, inlEinger Omit Weapon; and importance. But thesehahuuld be viewed in  ics sociology, politics, and moral teachings ist interventionists in Vietnam is morally, politically
s 0% _ Zement on the rie tions with 1 i : i ST ‘ ' ; - b
; ; of survival far all humankind. on the : ﬁs:n“aL:;:::;thaf T :m*:‘:ti'fiitlgg:ﬂ;:ial \fince the u.q;rkmg clags iz the chief vehicle of ad- socially, historically wrong whereas the defensive
: 2 : - orical pro ns, class- rancement and the monopolists : : counter-measures of the Vietnamese f - §
b ﬂ& The deliveranee of fhl? dispossessed from such ¢ 1 4 humanity *The logic of the class struggle does  struciors it is im v B Sk O i ly justi el ke 1
i .. | necessitates the destruction of ‘the domin ;’tﬁ g, A0 s Y- m the necessily of using o i . perative to choose between them. This tzmment v justified on all these counts. Moreover, there .
R LA ey i ol capitalist class. This nce of fiy gt eXemP = 4 ur own e gravest decision any mature thinkin » is no other way for the Vietnamese to achieve their b ‘i‘
F{&adom’nﬂﬂ’“ s, Wﬁm'f Enl:c;:_]:'ing rwummmmzngﬂ:ﬂ;}; nﬂ:g:m:? forbids *I e’ wrote Trotsky. th;ev:r is unable. {0 admit = .c2n B ot can n}m e mmdn}:ngipt:‘::ﬂ"; national independence, unification, and social liberation. . ,1;5
! et Tl i imin on | ' r i i 3 . . ; S
ver the past hall nAlEnL O s h ﬁ whatever compromises and eoncessions oding fmg! fative, .talent. il S he) BB DI but contribute to the success or failure of the contending Their voluntary revolutionary struggle Is a necessary i
determinism of the capitalist forces through -2 along the way. In the end are arrived g, wotk Of historical necessity, has not grasped the philo-  ©4MPS. GIe L%
: chance deviations from the main line of prugre:sz TLla A he Linasat si:.?:ﬁrus:hﬂﬂtd fo the othe, | sophical secre! of Marxism."4 Existentialists are not wrong in attaching importance The individual and collective will is not inescapably | :
' e on the world arena. The roa e n that led to ! elerminism is made u of a multi to the act of i i ' thwarte 4 ions Ll ‘ o
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On May 17 the Australian Insurance Staf
Federation (AISF) held 2 mass meeting
1o consider a pay offer by the employers
of a 5 per cent increase from April and

‘@ further 3 per cent from October, The
;I-ﬁmditims 10 bs imposed upon acceptance
‘included among other things, no union
campal@iing for equal pay, bigher over-
4 time beselits, of matemal and paternal

; “leave for the next thirteen months'

'§ About 2,000 insurance clerks gathered
to hear the general president of the AISF,
| Phil Reilley, introduce the offer, and
~ ¥ reject a move for an across the board
¥ flat increase of §12 as unrealistic.
out sm:m%l',- against any

e, thus completely
ignoring the successful strike carried out
i by insurance workers late last year,
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Meeting of 2000 insurance clerks in Myer Music Bowl

the motion was put and narmrowly passed

much o the relief of anxious union !
officials. However, over 40 per cent of
the mecting voted for the motion moved

by John Hall,

~ Vic. Tramways Women
Continue to Fight

BY DOUG JORDAN

DIRECT ACTION 39 reported the fight
ior equal job opportunities for women

in the Vicionan Tramways Union, Since
then there has been a {urther series 1_-.;{. e
developments, The basic issue centres
arcund a ban imposed by the union 3
ag:;lnst_imini.ﬁ-;_‘ women as tram driver
thus effectively closing off pmmmm-.';.t,o
higher-paid jobs. :

After a union meeting on April 1 1o dis-
cuss the removal of the ban failed 1o
atiract a quorum, many of the rank and
file decided to attempt 10 force the

leadership. At the moment there is no
réal co-ordination between the rank and
file groupings in the various depots, Each
b;n tended 1o operate purely on an indiv-
idual depot basis without taking an over-
all view, The consuuction of a viable
rank and file committee will increase
gin."..ﬂl',' :Im pressure on the union leader-
ghip.. With union elections due 3
fifteen month tlmr:' L1.L1-\'j1lu|]’w"i ~“'I .‘l-{l”l
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SUch a committee, Alreads
several women have indicated that thes ;
4 going to run in the elections J
The rank and file committee will also
ta ke up other issues affectine the :
ditions of tramwan Rt

woOrker g !
/ WiIKCI3, 1 hese in-

clude |;4Z'l.':-|1~.;'.1 gory avertime which

results in a six-day 48 hour ».. 1” T
ould 2 4 i e o, e

El.z.:'...! 1 |_|-_ 1 de 1'|'I.|_':in.1 105 5 -i-::l |.‘-"'=| . |

'1'.:|1l|:1 ne co 5 ol .
10 compulsory overtime Also for

:‘ -t .|- ¥~
i l'l. ASSIVE recruitment of new stafl 1o
relieye the heaws Pressure on
]-.;i"- -I ke . Ll = G ITEW Or=
-’ TE 158 A 1580 3 ()
156 an urgent need 1o

coniront the Tramwavs Board on
!'I,_'ql'till. !i._ ‘ 4 ol e
si discipline rules which can resul
o £ . - = L= RN
. HJ:E..“! :H‘l-LII'.L‘”i_'r'. Or suspensions fo
e gt 510 oF
aliences, [hese are issues i hii
=% W RAAL

TDERN. ALTION
10 PREVINT
MR CLOSLATS

e

the union leadership has [ailed to get on

in a consistent wWay.

By taking up all these issues and organis.
ing around them a real alternative g4y
and W ill be |_HJ-.1:|_‘[ to the present ttﬂdi‘.'r.
ship. Hopefully a leadership that e
cents the real Interesls of the rank and
file will be successiul in the coming
clection instead of one that merely pays

lip service 1o this ideal.

Militant Victimised

BY JOHN COLEMA N

Ray O'Shannassy, a lormer secetary of the
ACT Trades and Labour Council, was
sacked from his posinon as cantéen
employee of the Deparment of Labour
ohtensibly for combing his hair overa
waeh bain alter finishing work, This was
<0 despite the fact that nohygenic wash-
ing and cha nging facilities are provided
for the stail at the kitchen, However the
issues involyed go much futher,

O'Shannassy, who is @ member of the
Communist Party of Australia, has had a
long history of perseculion as a union
militant and has been blacklisted by
government departments and private
employers in the ACT, In addition he Las
been active in other areas where radicil
action has been taken, being gaoled last
year for handing out leaflets in defiance
of The National Service Act,He was also
active in the struggle around the Aboriginal
Embassy and moved: for the expulsion of
the Police Association from the TLC for
failing 1o carry out council decisions,

Protesting the sacking, O'Shannassy
staged a sit-in at the canteen, whereupon
police were called in to remove him, He
returned the next day 1o address sta ff but
was prevented from entering the canlteen
by police. Eventually, alter making it
clear that he would non-violently persist
in his attempt to enter and that o stop him
they would have to arrest him, the police
were removed, After talking with the 15
canteen staff it was decided to strike
indefinitely until he was reinstated.

It seems that it is not only govermnment
departments that are a fter O'Shannassy.
In contravention of union rules, his u 20,
the Liquour and Allies Trades Union,
didn't report the dispute 1o the TLC.
The TLC then tried to avoid any action
over it by resorting to technical matters
of procedure when O'Shannassy himself
brought it to their attention,
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arkers’ Control: the Way Forward",

W . giant banner at the front of the
read Hu-ﬁ workers' Club, scene of the
ﬁ"'““"?ﬂ t'm; workers' Contrel Conference
fir Mt,if: he Easter weekend of April
e The conference registered

{ g0 22.

. vaps toward the realisation
mh,. .}Ish-i,“b b;,’ql- verthe less, it showed the
of 1815 ,4{1:14.! h of interest whiech the ideas
sﬁn l:rmf.-'. contr al have created among
e “E‘: :i;t: militants, students and other
rsd;nli;ed groups in Australia,

The conference organiscrs snnounced an
utr.h nce ol a bout 450 ]_'l_‘l-"!{"“-'. 1:1 large
:ﬂlwn of these were young people, par-
Il.itui.l.rl‘,' young w orkers a nd students. .
This widespread re ;ZE[*f.l‘:‘!l‘,"‘IC: the exper-
ignces thrown Up by workers L.antn.lal

Lu agles in Australia and overseas is
:u:?l:,er indication of the depth of the
cgrrent radicalisation. Young -n.-flari-:urs
;_lﬂ[culail}' are seeking a%tematwes‘ Lo

e ever present exploita lfonland alien -
stion of advanced capitalist industry, the
(hreat of unemployment, of =peed-ups,

The idea of breaking down It_h:: power and
Ilﬁh\?ﬂﬁ of the boss h“y' 1L.l.'ﬂ].1'|g Qver
=anagement of production is very appeal-
jzz, But how is this to be nchmred‘ with-
= solving the basic question of private
swpership of the means of production and
control of the state machinery? How are
concepts of nworkers' participation" in
panagement and "workers’ control"” to be
distinguished in practice? Most import-
antly how do we relate the concept of
workers' control 10 a general strategy for
gcialism?

These were some of the vital questions
<hich were raised, but certainly not
=alved at the conference.

WORKERS' CONTROL AND THE
STRUGGLE FOR SCCIALISM

Workers' control is an old demand of the
working class, It was raised during the
Rmsian Reyvolution, The Communist
lsternational adopted it at its third con-
gess, Trotsky incorporated it into the
Tiamsitional Programme of the Fourth
stémational,

Workers' control is a transitional demand
which most readily demonstrates the
&termination of the workers to overthrow
cpitalism and institute socialism,

The demand for workers' control acquires
mmicular importance under neo-capitalism
lday, Because capitalist control of

Bdistry is 0 intimately bound up with

i management of the cconomy as a

whole. the demand for workers' control,
e made a meaningful, immediately
fises the question of workers' manage-

meat of society as a whole - socialism,

i these reasons, workers' control can-
N‘_bc isolated from the struggle for
*_fflﬁ_lism. It must be set in the context

4 ‘.h'f struggle, To confuse actions in
.‘mw’d“ﬂl factories with "workers' control”
:;':'T-HH‘&' misleading. Yet this is precisely
ML the Communist Party of Australia,
{CPA) did at the conference.

EL?UJF-N. this deception were revealed
e ihusuun of a work-in at a glove
¥ l’.;'-'l :dﬂouih :'i.g.;lmha . A work-in
s G'E'i.n 10 prevent the factory's closing
machine 5 h:; bankruptcy and obsolete
been léflnh'i hs a result tl\luc workers have
R that the .E_ : “fl dry trying to find orders
efficiens I.‘:_L.;Lrghq_ﬂquu;-?,c with other, more
1 defuge t'h""“flh.s_ This has done more
b 1o ;:11i¢ S 1 workers' control
dintain its threat to capitalism,

THE DEBATE ON WORKERS' CONTROL

The conference was divided into fou
sessions over two days, The first day wa
tiken up largely with discussion of r?:ccu:
cxperiences with the "work-in" tactic
;p;rt&a.ipil.ar the examples of the Ha rrllr:vjI
utyr Clifton mine ; fdney 'ra
House work-ins, Fk? (st

The Drgljll‘li.&ilrﬁ of the conference however
in prcparmg_tlw agenda and the 1--rhn;ip.qi1
draft resolutions, made no provision for
discusgsion aimed at defining workers'
control, Most speakers from the CPA had
ne clear answer to this question and even
adopted a hostile attitude to those who
.:ttcmpted 1o bring it before the conference,
.,i;_my were openly derisive of speakers who
raised the question of nationalisation of
basic industries such as the building
industry, The call for nationalisation Was
denounced in the general enthusiasm

for the work-in as the new and all-
embracing strategy for the future,

[t is true that merely raising the call for
nationalisation will not in itself result in
achieving this aim, but there was general
umvillingness on the part of the lead
speakers and the majority of CPA members
to discuss the theoretical problems and the
means of bringing about natiopalisation,

Indeed the CPA counterposed workers'
control to nationalisation, The sectarian
Socialist Labour League committed this
error in reverse by counterposing national-
isation to workers' control,

In reality, nationalisation and workers’
control are directly inter-related,
Workers' control under nationalisation
distinguishes workers' control under
socialism from workers' control under
capitalism. The demand for naticnal-
isation thus provides workers' control with
its revolutionary thrust, It provides the
bridge from workers' control as a rapsit-
ional step to socialism where the workers
actually do control, Neither the CPA por
the SLL saw this. Both tendencies mechan-
ically separated workers' control from
nationalisation and, inevitably, from the
struggle for socialism,

The thrust of most CPA speakers’ contrib-
utions was that the work-1n was 4 now
form of struggle, which had the potential
of being the leading force in the socialist
movement. Criticisms of this perspective
were condemned out of hand. Ina report
on the confermce in the CPA newspaper
Tribune, Denis Freney went so Iar as to
brand these criticisms as an attempt [0
“disrupt" the conference.

THE NEED FOR A PROCGRAMME
As Gordon Adler, a dissident CPA nember
and frequent contributor to DIRECT
ACTION pointed out, there was nd real
attempt by the CPA representative to
confront questions of theory about the
work-in tactic and % orkers' control in
general,

explained that while he
of the ideas of the
who opposcu wie

Comrade Adler
disagreed with many
Socialist Labour League,
work-in on principle as a vgell out", he
vas disturbed by the attitude of the CPA
leadership which seemed 10 want 10 t_;nl'l-.
about individual suu;gles and experiences
and not about workers control as part of

4 strategy for socialist revolution,

Comrade Adler pointed
contrel to become a reality, a progrmmme
of demands which the workers could see
as being relevant 1o their needs, yet
which struck at the basis of capitalist
power, was necessarny.

Such a programme would include demands

it South Clifrom ~nlls . : .
uth Clifton colliery during work=in

out that for w orkers'

for a reduction of the working week with
0o loss in pay, sharing the avallable
work among :ql,l workers; automatic
monthly wage rises to cover increase in
the cost of living; workens' control over
the Consumer Price Index; the opening
of all company books to public scrutiny
by elected representatives of the workers;
the right of the workers' to veto hiring
ind firing; the right of women to work,
on equal pay; control of safety measures
to be in the hands of the workers; and
other demands thrown up by the workers
themselves, gl

In addition this programme should take up
the demands of the mass movements,
Support for the demands of the anti-war
movement, repeal of abortion laws, black
control of the black community, repeal
of anti-gay laws and support for the
demands of the student movement are
integral to the demands raised by the
working class and its allies in the class
struggle.

These demands are part of a transitional
programme which will ultimately unite
all anti-cipitalist movements in a
revolutionary challenge to the capitalist
state,

WHAT KIND OF "WORKERS' CONTROL
INSTITUTE?"

Unfortunately, the CPA rejected the whole
concept of such a programme of concrete
demands and counterposed their concept of
a "workers' control institute”, Whart this
institute would do was not defined. Its
only definite function appeared to be the
encouragement of research and the
provision of information ro those who
cared to seek its assistance. The workers'
control movement would be effectively
diverted away from the path of militant
struggle, into an academic exercise under
CPA gpuidance.

What was completely lacking in the con-
siderations behind the formation of this
institute was the perspective ol building
, revolutionary party, a combal organls-
ation inspiring, supporting and particip-
(ting in workers' control struggles.
Workers will not be aroused to struggle
X [ an institute,

13 . - 1 ¥ o | -
shiing Organsanon deier-
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ined to win their demands, and able o
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with the perspective of carrying out a

i
revolutionary struggle for power,

THE WORK-IN: TACTIC CR STRATEGY?

The work-in is a tactic w hich had been
increasingly thrown up in struggle by
' [n such a conlrontal

groups ol worker
b

between exploiter and exploited, social-
ists should support the workers, but nol
The work-1n tacme

ion

uncritically.
should not be raised to the level ot a
strategy. It might or might not be the
most effective method depending oOn the

circumsiances,

A whole range of other tactics are equally
effective in various situations, Strikes,
demonstrations, pickets, occupations
snd combinations of these are only
examples of other forms ol action which
when used effectively have won greal
gains for the working class,

The work-in should be seen in this con-
text. In addition, it should be used
flexibly, not as a panacea, SO that il
circumstances such as a lock-out make it
difficult to carry out a work-in then the

necessary tactical adjustment can be made

without disorienting the workers - a very
probable outcome if the work-in is con~-
ceived of as a cure-all for all workers'
struggles, These considerstions, which
flow from the necessity 10 analyse the
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THE WAY FORWARD FOR WORKERS'

The CPA leadership makes a fetish of
the work-in by its uncritical apomatal,
[t is most apparent that they sce a»
important role for the work-in a8 & Wemans
of reasserting themselves in the trass wnlion
movement. Hence their emphasis o the
comp |'[".|_'1Ii.r':, a1
ion movement, and thelr tmplied
confinement of the workers' control

.ole to trade union methods of souggle.

struggle to

trade unior

The workers' control movement must oot
be uwsed as a substitute for the fight for
correct trade union leadership, or as a
diversion of the workers' moyement from
sruggle. Rather the workers' control
movement should see the necessity for,
aod the inevitability of , a struggle
against the trade union bureaucracy
which stifles radical initiative and is
particularly hostile to amy -suggestion

the workers should be able to control
industry themselves,

Only a revolutionary party with a clear
political programme can effectively take
up this struggle, Unfortunately the CPA
moved away from this perspective at the
workers' control conference:. If amy-
thing, the decision of that conferencs to
set up localised institutes detracls esem
further from the effective organisa thom
of workers! control struggles than dbd

the initial proposal for a national
institute.

Thus the effect of the conference has been
to raise awareness of workers control, but
not to provide any solid organisational and
rogrammatic basis on whlE to struggle.

t is to be hoped that the next workers'
cuntrol conference will set clearer
perspectives.
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5 viable basis for building 2

actions laid for
nt against inflation.
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mMass moVEITET

omstrations in a d : d
It)bf!mbeginniug of a mass campalgn agjm:u-.t :
inflation in the Unjted States. The uCT.IDIi!,
took place On May ;. in respanse to a cal
from the National Consumers Congress on
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of a survey taken by the
bear out the

The results
University of Michigan fully
need for such a movement, as well as the
significant potential support for such a
movement which exists in layers of society.

e L e e

The largest acuion rook place in Detroit,
where 500 marched, 2 quarter cri' them
Black people. 400 marched in New York,

in Boston and San Francisco, . e e
ﬁiﬁdﬁﬁi;bﬁcn were attributed to the According to the survey, half of those

i i estiored anticipate 2 recession in five

1 motlce given Lo Organise them. !::: qu ki S s i ,

Sh?m of t!:is tghe}» succeeded in mobilising years. T_re-nds in Fh‘ us e“lﬂfm?]? I.L.}Il]"_,
oole from a  broad spectnumm of society, justify this pessimisim. "1?111. industria -
z‘;cgmpassi.ng the trade unions, COnNSUMET sector of the WholesaleFrice Index for Apr
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Cambedian village, Prek Youn on the
e Mekong River.

W "f; Fowr months aher the signing of the Viet-
* pam ceasefirez agreement, the United

© States is still a1 war i Ialo-China . Exch
day brings new indications that the Nixon
S8 o dministration is ready 1o escalate it

- aggression in the aread.

¥Accoiding to villagers from Prek Youn,
and they all agree on this, the bombs hil
the village several houss after the
Cambodian inswgents had left, The only
people hurt by the bombing of Prek Youn,
therelore, were civilians, ™ cd

Villagers told Southerland that the rebels
had entered the village one night aftes

;-Ijs-lmg_ﬂ fuve probably dropped over o

guanier million 1ons of bomibe on Indochim.

This conservative estimate is based on

mwﬁ; released by the Delence Depariment

on April £5.

o .

In February US planes dropped 70, 000 1003

“of bombs on Camboedia and Laos. In March,

they dropped 39, 000 lons on Cambadia

~alone. Comespondents' reports indicate

- that during April ihe bombing of Cambodia

' has significantly increased. Bombing was

intermitient during February, bid started

- o daily basis in March, By the end of

. March, the average daily number of

b bing sories had increased to eight

fimes the daily average for February. |

This bombing level was maintained dwing o .

 the first balf of April. Nixon's cabinet is not the only one where
B : heads are rolling, A shift of considerable
'ﬂl_«'iﬁ'lﬂtﬂ!ﬁﬂ“_ig 1o note that {rom 1966 10 impertance is laking pLu:c in the upper

b end of March this year, US and puppet echelons of the Stalinist bureaucracy in

. dorces have dropped 7.3 million tons of the Soviet Union,
5 MWHI ﬁ::’ Iﬁd;ll:fhia. This is more than

three-and-a- times the wotal dropped
t US planes during all of the s_tc.OuEPe

world war,

e L1

 While the bombing has imensified, it

* bas also become more indiscriminate,

- On April 16 and 17, US planes bombed
villages and other populated areas of

- % around Tha Vieng, southeast of the

% ;;h-q”am. In Cambodia, Nixon' s
~ problem is that even massive bombing

has not been sufficient 1o get dwindling

~ forces of the corrupt Lon Nol regime to

take the olfensive against the Cambodian
2l gebels. Usually, the bombing has seryed

e only te protect the retreat of Lon Nol's

. forces, and 10 terrorise the population

in liberated areas,

regime, They urged villagers 1o leave
biecayee of the threat of US bombing.
The next moming, wo US jets began
i“:-Jmhing the village, destroying or
dumaging half the houses in it. Cn the
follow ing nights, more plapes bombed an 1

Shake-Up in the

BY CHRIS GRAHAM

These changes are not simply due to chance
They reflect the pressure caused by the
upsurge in the w orld revolution which is
being increasingly brought 1o bear on these
pillars of the status quo.

Cn May 25, 1972, Pyotr Shelest lost

his position as First Secretary of the
Ukrainian Communist Party, Two days
later e was removed from the Palitburo
Shelest was purged for "concessicns o
mationalism" and "serious breaches of
discipline®,

Cbviocusly Shelest had serious disagree-
ments with the Kremlin, He was 2
supporter of the "hiard-line” section of the
bureaucracy,
current detente being engineered with
Nixon, and was one of the staunch
n, and was one of the staunchest
supporters of the Soviet invasion of
Crechoslovakia in 1968,

That is, he ~_|['-51'_"w.'qi the

s dispatch to the April 23 Christian
. Science Monitor, Da niel Southerland
B ﬁﬂ-ﬂ#d & typical bombing attack on a
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ns Protest Inflation

Black pecople rosé by 1.3
, 22 years.

; > anli-ws gvement, : 1 .
Ll increase in prices.
at 5

About the only people .
to complain are the capitalists,
Gerstenberg of Gen !
Ford II of Ford, presently Mearning'
$875 000 a year, ise

[n the first three months of 1973,
corporate profits were

The predominant
locals (branches) \ : s
reflects the deepening ol the radicalisation

Such ractics,
the crumbling of the puppel
though they appear 1O
liberation forces reluctant to launch a
major attack on Phnom Penh, In an

interview _
Prince MNorodom Sihanouk said that his
SUppOriers

ﬁi"m:tthe January 27 signing of the truce, he

w hose i_'] Anes are
within view of correspondents in Phnom
l’“"l.l't-; on a I..‘.J‘IU‘! II-D.LE il rl'n'_' P“]-tb-.;'_'t 'I'.I‘..:_.:
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per cent, the highest rate in
This will inevitably lead to an
Unemployment remains
per cent.

who haye little cause
Richard
a1 Motors and Henry

may get a rise this year.
overall
up 24 per cent

THE ROLE OF THE TRADE UNIONS

part played by trade union
in the May 35 actions

March in Boston, May 3

L

however, have not stopped
! irmy . al-

have made the

reported by Reuters on April 28,

would not try to seize the

pital, in the hope of sparing it from
ing bombed 1o the ground by Lhe us,
already hitting areas

L
£,

In the past, when "diplomatic” activity

ha $ not been able to stave off impending

military defeal, Nixon had responded by
¥

de;:m; Ih{: War, ,'~l|,f_ FFL'..-LI[E. .iiF.'. 1."!.3"1.:1'.|_"|"-.|

i . jreats indicate that renewed bombing 0l
area nearby where the villagers had taken 'V
reluge, Y

*F AT § ¥ Y A - o e :
IEtnant 15 an '1_.:‘,.[1,_.3-”' that looks increas-

li‘r-'-h"-' fliciciive 1O |'1_'|ﬁ'|_

remlin

But it s unlikely that :',llll_':l'_"bl s !'-'1'-"2:-"|
t\"-!_ these reasons, least of all the latter.
It is more probable that the sentiments he
expressed in a book entitled O Ukraine
Our Soviel Land I
mentioned Yco

manifested the above-

oncessions 10 nationalism'

wrath of the Kremlin

bureaucracy.
AL the root of Schlest's differences with
Motcow lay the special pressures and

GEm L] '. S | i = E L,
[.-rl.ll":ll..n"_:_\ Ill..::.. ing Irom his po itlon as hea

O Tl = % Y - ¥ 5
[_ﬂ.._ l]. fIy apparatlus in the Ukraine, the
‘1_1.._‘.]1_:\‘ .'IfEl."_-' r"_'|,'==.:5-k|.' in the !l\!‘.-li!_ 1
the Ukraine there has been alinost d
resurgence ol nationalist pposition 1 : .];
- G i (] " - e : ; ; L
Kremlin's Stalinist Russification policie
s ivd Fiven ; it S
nd bureauveratic methods: of rule SO
Aclhivigis II'I IVE T3 .=‘:'."._| the demand (o
E‘I.'I'jLi'-l_ n |~_':1| SO 1a bzt I_]E;T|i;||l. o '._-"..l.'l'-
|i.|'-'- t]':L |-L"\l...l:i= VImorigsoned 1 !'
: t Ely ..I.i_._!.\uiw.u._,:-_:u
I-:"-‘.. CAFCLLE T.\_'_; .I.IJI. -I'.,“' |,5i||-|_'l.r|,-.5 IL'i 15
'q..."-'-l-:\.k!l..'n.'\ gl Kremlin P Viey toeward t
: oliey yward t )
Ruzsian peoples of the USSR Thes
struggles for self deétermination will {or
: 4 i | 1 W Il
aneE ol the m -l..|_\| rings of the coming
paiifical revolution that will restorn :
eneial ey - .‘.-T. e
s0cialist dems cracy te the USSR,

Shelest was ca

ught in the middle of thi

inside the working class, Trade union locals
provided much of the organisation for the
protests, their members predominating
amongst the participants and speakers ay
the rallies,

A week before May 5, the United Labor

Action Committee organised a rally of
several thousands in San Francisco,

Unionists were also quick to grasp the
lessons of the struggle against inflation and
the need for building mass actions against
it. The importance of these actions was
emphasised by Cleveland AFLCIO head
Frank Valenta who said, "People are sick
of sending letters to politicians, " He
added that mass actions were the most
effective way to win demands. Valenta
commented that the union movement
would have to re-learn the lessons of its
past struggles.

Many trade union speakers refuted Nixon's
claim that inflation was caused by wage
rises, They pointed our that even il wages
were frozen, workers could still not a fford
to eat adequately, One unionist also drew
sitention to the fact that since World War
Two, while the price of foodstuffs had
increased by 100 per cent, Wages had only
increised by S0 per cent.

ANTI-WAR MOVEMENT'S ROLE
Anti-war groups such as the National Peac
Action Coalition (NPAC) and the Student
Mobilisation Committee (SMC) pl iyed an
important part on May 5, NPAC and SMC
speakers pointed to war spending, ¥
in Indo-China, a5 a major cause ol
inflation. A popular chant at the Bosion
demonstration was, "Drop prices,

Speakers 100K heed of the |!|;;.~_'.-_'.':'1;'-'.'l'!.i“«’:"'l.'h:']i;'d
by the anti-war struggle. Emphasising the
notency of mass actiens like the 1270
student strike, Paula Reimers recalled at
the Detroit rally that "In May of 1970
Richard Nixon marched into Cambedia
nd we marched him out! "
An important aspect of consumer struggles
is the fight tort imp.--..“.'-_w’l 5
which suffered 1‘-.:1'11.:“]:';"*._' sCyere Cuts
in Nixon's "War Ethic" budget, Mam
ved in this struggie took part
':fﬂ.r nisers view ed

winl services,

groups iny ol
in the May
the |"-‘-.-:'[1_'-_!. a

5 ﬁ,'ik_‘.ll'u, . ;
s the initial step in building

.
3 oa st

an ongoing mass mevemenl ag

inflation. in :"-.z!~|r_-l|_n?
t].-,'.'" '.';.41]1l..'|.-4':|"__“ .
hsorb the lessons ol
Linited States.
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the May 5 protest in tae

acting as chiel grrand

While .
;¢ Russification of

conlllct,

bony i_]'n"l,'\_l":;_lltilig 1.1 e,
Ukrani :.n economic, cultural and P*-‘h“'““
institutions, he wWas '[f:'n:td Tn.""bi_.'f'ld ﬁc'rﬁf:.'ﬁ:
‘hat under the massive Ukrainian presste
from below, His book is an -:p_.m':plf ol
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member of the Ligue

is a
! ﬁ[::d French section of the
L sl tional, and of the national
43 the high-

schoo {ke committee,

dlbi.;]dy of the current high-

He was one of the s
selected to negotiate w

stlﬁ“‘;::i‘::m about the Drgnrlllmtlou of
ive April ? demonstration in

e masiVe A8 5 e ppeared on natian-

i ﬂun to debate Minister of Edu-

h Fontanct,
owing interview with Field was
terccnlinenml Press in
. on April 10, the day after the
f;l"‘;d demnnxtralian. )
s w *
First, what was the significance

100, i ;
g emonsuatmn?

iﬁtﬂdﬂ"«“ d

I demonstration was

""ﬂ-ﬁ“ ;i:lztf;?foward for the move-
: t?:m;t it broke the isolation the
= movement had generally su[fcfed
"!th m"[hg youth had demonstrated in
ﬁ-i’ﬁe“ alone several times, March 22
tf:a,';pﬁl 2, for example, ﬁThE turnout

_¢ yery good, more than .P.DD, f"""{] d?mon_
ﬂ!m But this was the first time SinNce
\ay 158 that the trade unions had called
far 2 united demonstration; the first
nme the trade unjons agreed to meel
1 yithibe nyltraleftist” leaders wri-m
] sised the strike movement in the
';T.ah-s::hmli and universities,

particularly

pot bombel”

position

na lism had
it consists

Tols is very important, because it means
movement is being extended to other

layens of the population, especial!y 1o

&e workers, to the working class in

greggle, in the Renault plants, for

| eumple, Or at Peugeot, .wherc tl-fr:
workers are occupying their factories.

| Ther is now 2 movement of workers 1n

olidarity with the youth, and of youth

| i slidarity with the workers.

0, How did the agreement with tle CGT
‘Confederation Generale du Travail-
Ceseral Condederation of Labor) to have
. wited demonstration come about?

(GT demanded as a precondition for

it demonstration that certain organisat- -

io=s led by the French Communist party,
gecifically the CP's high-school and
stadent pnions, have a privileged place

iz the demo, Since these unions are in
fict only one tendency in the movement,
it wis out of the question for us to grant
tem any privileges.

{
l
\ A This was very difficult, because the
1
1
1
|

The CGT made this a precondition, but
,E&.“f our conditions were accepted,
id it was on this basis that no tendency,

(hilean Fascists

5 MIKE JONES

fscism has reared its ugly head in al most
i::f_’iﬂulhtr‘,' in the world, but in Latin
e ”"'1‘ it has posed a pt!ffl‘ll‘iiﬂ‘"lh'r(::lth 1o
!i:;;! :h:!:l'ﬁpl of the masses for liberation
% the mltfPTSssmn. Chile is no exceptio
o Chi «Uue to the unique conditions
! 1"':‘1!““ society, the tactics of fascism
o take on unique forms, yet its social

| B9 remain the same.

ilal i
E:l::; ‘G‘;“‘Q'-F“-'ﬂms 15 h,_m:d on the nature
g vernment which has been in
{;1.55;;1;":”1‘.!'.]-]51 2; 1}:;}3;5_ K“f’“‘ n '-lli I_h{_\
‘“‘ﬁ!itimfl;“ (UP-Popular Unity), 1L 15
2y with " f "l!"lﬁ Cl}ilﬂ'a n Communist
bl nationalist" bourgeols parties,
\ k}:iﬁl:ﬁ}wd aim of the UP is to achieve
"-’ﬂi:s?.:iuo;mai 1"11' nationalising certain
ander the csz‘ -:-.Lmi prices a nd wages
!uvlhi the e .n:- of the Government while
conomy in the hands of the

B ae el
| Ige0isie, The UP has large popular

ThL- L i
oo =i =
lalistic® policies of the UP have

il 10 the Russificalion )
| W | a1 1 - 1 i
B mg:n—.;;:;'“' ngthe ning of working clags
vs dmniet Shiglest BEE R oroe L.rm' and worker militancy has
ut Shelest no oppositionists * P e ilf'v'snug rapdly, The Government's
- - . maks afr ehual 1 i) e -
1 11y esided OvVEl the mass lis o E."F‘.TC: i 3
M i » iz - ate the loc 0 F0is
: T in eariv IO the Krem O%ever, hay ¢ .t ] . cal bourgeoisie,
: . R L PR e Wmives by cfulted in a number of
its intensiye campsiy oy ements they 'r1;1.1:r the capitalists to get back whal
| » " [ o e ctranel I ¥ v la E N
the or ing I Ticx |._I| i1} |k_\1_|r.i1T] ‘~11 ”.ji:‘ fea ’l::h s rl. iluﬂ In |]'I-I-:. :-““i':”.-. I.]'e-l:llin'l
vmong Lhe dreds of viciiils 5 eidy foothe . ;
: = ol * | Beasts 2othold amongs -
ré ‘he mmost articulate '-'I"iﬂm.'.q { 1 Fipathisers. mongst right-wing
I ow bureaucracy and its RI..T-.-‘~:I’!' | T}
2 - B o Hils 1 o m
ition policis yuite clearly themy NOEt active fasei
i P, = l'- "lL ; t_l;" .0,.151,:Hed :‘-. the I‘J‘Es;::“} fascist movement in Chi
L1t oncessions ahneleal ik ¥ L B N =z I time jx |} .
AL E o Ty il s known as the Frente
o make were aimed at stabilising his & ‘onalisia par Patria y Libertad
5 " 2 - i -
position, not challenging Kremlin
uthorit

lise in France
yerview with Michel Fiekd

any special privileges, that the demonst-

e

PROTt P ; :

| !:zig,-, dnd was returned with an increased
I In the elections earlier this year.

Michel Field

not the CP's or any other, would have

A. The fascists have never attacked the
movement head on because they are o0
weak in France today to get away with
clashing with a movement as massive as
the one going on now. They tried a few
actions and some counterdemonstrations
held the day after the big high-school
demonstrations,

ration was able to take place,

Q. What political groups play the
est role in the Ieadenhlgst}l} t;’m mwg:::;;t
right now?

A, First of all the Ligue Communiste
which took the initi,a.tlf'e by c_g[[i_ngh{:“’
the Committees Against the Debre Law as
long ago as February, before the movement
started, Then the other groups joined in,
like Revolution, an ultraleftist group, and
the Alliance des Jeunes pour le Socialisme
{Alliance of Youth for Socialism), a
Lambertist group that had ignored and even
ulil?o:led any high-school mobilisation and  As to the artitude of the police, that has
11_.; ich has just latched on to the moyement, gone along with the arttitude of the
presenting sort of the far right of the oyernment, which has been contradictory.
movement, But amyway, they're in it. gn the one hand, it has let the movement
develop; on the other hand, it has artacked
it and at some points has tried to smash it.
There was very severe repression as the
March 22 demonstration disbanded, and
our comrades in Strasbourg, where there
have been serious clashes with the police,
have been hit by repression 100,

But these marned out to be failures, partly
because they were much o small, and
partly because antifascist militants made
them understand that the time f{or them
to demonstrate has passed and that the
growth of fascist groups would not be
tolerated,

Q. Do the Communist students participate
in these strike committees, and how are
they received?

A. It varies, In some places CP high-
schoolers and students have participated
in the strike committees and have abided
by the rules of the movement. But most As to repression in general, it is now
of the time they have just tried 1o push starting 10 come down hca:'iiy. The
forward their own groups, the UNEF and government is making threats and the
UNCAL, and when they do that, they are apprentices of the CET [Cﬁlll;g-;:i d"Ensei-
repudiated by the movement, gnement Technique, technical education
: schools) and the high-school students are
They tried ro organize their own demons- now being expelled and hit by re pression,
trations, without even proposing them to
the movement, and these resulted in big
setbacks, not many demonstrators showed
up. This was one of the considerations i
that forced the CP to make a big tactical
turn and come into the movement, and
this in part explains the attitude the CGT
took yesterday,

Q. When it is decided in the high-school
aeetings to go back to school, how do
the strike leaders respond to that?

A. If the high-schoolers decide the strike
has to be stopped, then we stop the strike.
But when that happens, it's not the end
of the mobilisation. We have already
decided to organise for this June, when
the next batch of youth are scheduled w
be inducted. We are planning either a
mass refusal to submitto the Debre law
or else an anti-militarist aculon w ithin
the army. The point is that even if the
strike does mot start up again, the high-
schoolers will remain mobilised, will
stay alert, especially o government
attacks and to the repression the govern-
ment is threatening to unleash against
them.

Q, How widespread are the strikes in the
high schools at the present time?

A, The movement affected nearly all
the high schools, Tens of thousands of
high-schoolers were organised into the
general assemblies, the rank-and-file
base in the schools, and into the strike
commitiees,

The delegates that came (o the national
coordinating meetings represented all the
provincial cities, a1] the Paris high schools;
and in these high schools, a huge propor=
tion of the students were on sirile or
otherwise active in the struggle.

Q. It issull o early to tell w hether
another May'68 will erupt, I think it
won't. You can't expect history to repeat
srepll that way. May '68 was basically
at the beginning a youth movement.

But that is not the most important thing.
It was above all a pre-revolutionary
crisis with a great development of social

Q. 1 understand that there have been
confrontations with both the police and the
fascists, How great a problem is that for
the student strikes?

Launch New Offensive

wing Nationalist Party and the Christian
Democrats.

(Nationalist Front for Fatherland and Freed-
om, commonly known as Patria y Libertad).
The group was formed .1ppm_f-.iam-,1teh two
years ago ander the leadership ol _Relbr:efm
Thieme. Thieme was reported killed in a
car accident in February but has recently
turned up in the Argentinian city a::'-i
Mendora. During the elections this year,
members of Patria y Libertad earned the
reputation of wgrorm-troopers” by s_mnl-hlne_
up headquarters of left-wing organisations
and assaulting militant "".*'m]"""f” and peasants.
They were often sided in this by the right-

At the second anniversary of the group's
founding a gathering of activists was held
calling itself the Expa nded National
Council. :
outlining what was known as the Sistema
de Accion Civica Organizada (SACO-
System ol Organised Civic Action).
Incorporated in the SACO document Werc
. number of "black commands" for the

Patria y Libertad acrivists.

n

le

The Council adopted 2 document

The commands

les, Today, this development of
et e

struggles has not yet taken place.

:On the level of the youth alone, on that
level, we can say that this movement is
even more important than May '68-both
15 to the numbers Involved (this time, we
have had demonstrations of hundreds of
thousands of high-schoolers, while in May
168 these demos had only tens of thousands),
and, more important, as to the politi cal
level reached, This time, one of the

basic pillars of the system, the army, has
been challenged. And besides that, the
movement's organisatiom]l forms have
been much more democratic,

So, for the youth, the movement today is
much deeper. As to the possible develop-
ment of a social crisis, it is woo early to
tell how this will happen, but it is not
likely that it will take the same form as
May '68,

Q. Has the student movement in other
countries, such as Belgium and Spain,
been an inspiration for the student move -
ment here in France?

A. Absolutely, Mainly the explosion

in the Belgian high schools, which was
over the exact same issue that the French
students have mobilised around: draft
deferments, In February sOme students
from Belgium came tO 2 meeting
organised in France by the Ligue Comm-
uniste and the Red Circles, the Ligue's
high-school organisation, to explain
bout their struggle, Three weeks later

the struggle in France broke out,

Really, the Belgian comrades opered up
the way for us and showed us how to
fight.

Q. How would you estimate the role
played by the various groups in this
movement?

A. It is indisputable that the Ligue
{bmmuniste and the Red Circles played
4 very important role, both in terms of
slogans they advanced, which were
accepted most of the tme by the move-
mum'. and in terms of their insistence
on respecting the democ ratic organisat-
: There were also
other groups, as [ said belore, ':x:.‘.:n't
groups, groups represe ating the TIL:';}'HZ'
wing of the movement, groups that
always had an ambiguous attitude, a

the

ion of the moyement, ere

factional attitude, that put forw ard
slogans that were not taken up by the
majority. In fact, the Ligue has really
slayed the most crucial role in this

mobhilisation.

1re listed according to the area in which
the particular activist is working.

Professionals working 1n the social seclor
of the economy are instructed to L,

move plans and manuals dealing with their

projected and present pperations and

mainténance, . A
possible, create chaos 1o the archives.

Private contraclors are instructed in various
ways of disrupting the nationalised sections
.. let

the contracts of Marxist workers or employ-

of the economy and are advised to “.

ges lapse if they are constantly forming
cells that are preparing (o take over the
economy." The instructions for ranchers

include physical and psychological intim-

‘dation of militants and even parents are
told to ™. . . instruct their chil
<bout the meaning of totalitarianism
using oral and graphic examples of it
throughout the world, and...indicate te

their children

contact with them and isolate them. "

The fact that Patria ¥y Libertad will not

stop at mere disruptive tactics to crush the
workers movement in Chile is made obvious

by the statement ol Thieme on his
appearance in Argentina, "There is no
political solution for Chile.
parties have shown their inability to stop
the Marxist advance and the moment has
come to defend liberty, not with words
but with deeds.” A recent raid on the
Patria y Libertad headquarters by Chilean
police uncovered a cache of arms,
including rifles with telescopic sig_;hts..
This seems to indicate that the "deeds"
Thieme has in mind will be anything but

peaceful.

and in cases where this is not

ren in detail

who the Marxist totalitarian
agents are 50 that they will avoid physical

The political
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A common expeclation in left circles in
the pre-election period was that the Labor
Government would not be 10O different
from its Liberal predecessor. A similar
Vilson Labour Govern-

goyernment 10 the ¥
ment in Britain or what eventualed as the

Kirk Labour Government in New Zealand
was everybody's prediction.

It was more than just cynicism which
created the expectation of a right-wing
social democratic government. Both

the objective and subjective conditions
pointed in that direction, On the sub-
jective level the Whitlam leadership has
exposed itself in the past for ils opportun-
ism. It was this leadership which in 1967
forced through one of the worst capitula-
tions and sell-outs of ALP policy. That
was the change of the Labor Pa rty's policy
on the issue of Vietnam. Whitlam and
his "left" supporters such as Jim Cairns
forced the ALP Federal Conference 10
adopt the line of supperting "holding
operalions”. Instead of supporting the
previous policy of immediate withdrawadl
from Vietnam, Labor was now committed
to a lactical withdrawal to certain areas.
Operations against the Vietnamese people
were still 1o contipue in Lhese areas,

The sell-out on the Vietnam question was
accompanied by many other similar opp-
ortunist manoeuvres The worst one
was Lhe Federal intervention into the
Victorian branch in 1970, The Victor-
ian branch was noted for its lefi-wing
policies. On several occasions it had
severely embarassed the reformist lead-
ership of the ALP, In particular it gave
srong support 1o the anti-war movemeéent
and other mass movements [or sochal
change For its militant policies the
branch was dissolved, and an attempt
was made Lo i't'lr‘-ll ice 1l with a mord
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41 level, Nevertheless its ﬂhmn?
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the ALP. In th;II last tlﬂ:::lt?;:i
stood seven candidates, In al)] ;
clectorates, and In allocatin
candidates' preferences, the ¢
ist Party did not take
stand, In fact in the earl
the campaign the CPA advised fi
bers to vote for elther the Labor p

the liberal L‘.LlEi[:l.!niEL party
Party. Ty e A,

The Communist Party did not e
press token support {or the E'Iect‘ie
Labor government as such
regarded as a preferable g:m'
he Liberals' on the basis of jts
gramme, This programme whicEl:_c:

-":‘T“”al many reforms was undouh Sl
superior to any of the Liberal C::"“]'
¥ Uiy

and Democratic Labor parties 1
;u:l.opl[FCrn of the programme “*,._hThe_
criterion was unfortunately a se € main
mistake. _ In dismg:lrding the :an
nature of the parties and :ancr‘%x ]
on the programme the CPA [Qu::llf?hng
crossing class lines.  Its suppon rmt“
Australia Parly was based on I.heulilbt
allegedly progressive stand on o i ;
issues such as abortion, i

The complete disregard (or the class
I::::r;;:f“:t“ill.;; :ieipite s
) ¢ ALP's member-
ship has once again reflected itself |
the post-election period, To the c;n
munist Party the Labor Government i;na-
-._-..uh-:c-mn: development, but ane which
is nevertheless somewhat extraneows to
1:_i||-: Communist Party. To them the
Government has nothing to do with
either the activities of the Cemmunist
Party, the unions in which the CPA has
some influence, or the mass mm'ume:;l:
in which it is inyvolved. Any positive
actions by the Whitlam Government are
welcomed as a stroke of good fortune,
< At no stage in the long statemnent of the
National Committee of the Communist
Party of Australia published in Trioune
April 17, 1973 was there any attempt
to analyse the reasons for Labor's
actions, Some concessions are being
made by the national committee:
"The widespread mass action On 50 many
issues created the political aunosphere
for Labor's victory. Continued devel-
opment Of the mass moyvemens is decisive
in determining the future of palitical
struggle and in influencing the course
the Labor Government takes. "

#[nfluencing the course"™ - The Commu-
nist Party is not prepared (0 ga any fur-
ther. The Communist Party prefers the
role of an outside observer, They re-

fuse to actually intervene in the strugg-
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*On the other hand the ALP is not a
@cialist party. It has never in 1ts entire
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tantry, Its programme
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hag forced 1.-.1i1ul:=1F t[:; the left. La‘tf:‘s:um
progressive actions have given more
confidence to the working class and have
laid down the objective foundation for
an increase and a deepening of this
radicalisation, There are many examples
but one of the most illustrative onés
concerns union action on political quest-
ions, the unlons' bans on the United
States and France,

against the intervention, m
of the rank and file it orantied 1;;;:
:he Victorian leadership, The first of
nf'::i:ew“ called by five hundred members
ok uiparw. The leadership of the Social
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. , the former :
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b Hogg, helped launch a publicatl::m

called Inside Labor, The group which

crystallised around this developed into

the Socialist Left
The bans by the seamen's and other unions

on USiihipplng during the resumption of
Nixon's murderous carpet bombing of
Hanoi would have been less likely to

The chialist Left is unquestionably the
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wholeheartedly su}]:w:tlldwm':h pevin whole atmosphere of a Labor ‘t'iﬂ':‘l""f as
) F : being a victory of the working class,
were all decisive factors in encouraging
the seamen to take a new step in their

role in Labor's 1972 campaign,
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the spy base was a W ell guarded secretl immediate | : er to the
The objections 1O the base were bazed balance of forces only be speculative
on far more fundamental rcasons than At the moment it is Just likely that
oppos irion 10 spyLlng. Ma my |_,‘-..'-."§"]1.‘ nyay wage Irtcic could be Imposc or Unal
object ¢ 3 SPY base that would pry ©n Labor will haye 1o turn to 1ot working
our neighbours, The SL went much ~lass and mobilise for a struggle agail
further ? It \.*]."|-..'-.tt‘k.| t0 the very c» ISLEnCce 1the o T'”*‘I”i'* ohstructions 1ot e K-
of an Australian hage on [Orcign soil, Nor Lvion of Labor's programime.
chould it e ust d to belster the dictator-
.-E'iF]' of Lee Kwan Y ow in Singa pare. ].;.'I. % likely | he 1bhili 1 [
wing of A usl lign caj ta lism wl
i.llil-_l___ b]_ x;_;]".::-."iﬁ\-l.- moyved a mobion 1n Oy fers yita ] sl s . A i
cih e Council (the main governing body miav force Whitlam to i i LA
aof the ALP in Victoria) regretill g the i thi wking class' standard of living
¢tatement by Delence Minister Bar A rd s that Labot « Cat least carry out il
\-“.‘l_|.li‘-:| '-;tlx retlention of a Large seneral progral veo 11 capital
number ol support 1onts - 1 Singapor ., prriies vis 4 majorily 1n the Senal
in Ucck of tht i ' ho ved It i J AT [ ._.~r\-':..-~:-...-|I,
o yverbal oppas i tnatl o 18 , T8 T
Nted upon the 3l iobil W hitlas | d i
1/ 115 O INC erg bul L ! W al }+. irit | ge
ers a ali; ELven jth labor in 111Cx freche TR IaY9I sl nl -‘.-'1;-_,_:_‘;|1_
| joll ing behi { Whitlam , the 51 ygainst the capil i 1isl partics. A double
e ted @ jrional 1ss0c 1l RV rd s1g- dissoluuion ol Both hooscs Ol Parliameant
aificant conceisiik oul Ol Whitlam T e electhion 15 a de finiie poss-
hen fundame ital € LRRS ere al ihility.
stake.
In the long run however, Whitlam's

will run out, He cin not cart)
'=.--'-1.._~5l I_|5'1,_}:|;'.}";'1:':h.' jOr Ever. He can
hich

A stmilar chain of evenlts tOOK place options

sronmd Thi L|i_i',_.".i'-""l'l af foreign bascs 1N

Australia. whitlam and Barnard back- et lake any real measures w
unemployment and reduce

an Labor policy. atleviate
inilation at the cxpensc of the 1;1:1]53-11,,-‘5-}-_

Veheme t SL P
led 10 @ COMPpIomist amendment E""'”E!"-'a ing class, He has r:':‘ choice but o Ury
introduced 1n the Victorian ALP Generl nd reduce workers ?“_'I"T'-’j“’-'-"r'a. to try
Assembly, This mas meeting of the rank snd destroy all oppesition in the ALP
and file adopted nearly un_,munm.na ya and the nmions.
~1jon moved by the Minister 101 Lfnn -
!-":L| \:Lﬁl‘.hcnr_{li.{li‘l D Moss LJ.E»;IC Such a course C.TI] in}" 1:2.]1.‘] o '-'-L'?I:“]CI.
and Ken Socialist Lelt. This with Labor's rank o nd file: ‘,J”]' B
o s pdment reiterated Federal Labor ative leadership rmust be built to put
*I‘? Iu which 13 Voppostd 10 the existence jorward a different programme 1o s
E: |t~.:.r'~.- l;n-u«, ned, < ontrolled T operated appom{nim. Thﬁjls‘:ﬂciali;l L.:-Hl provides
bases on Austra lian territory. The cent- Fhf_. hasis for bui In‘g ;u:l :‘_m[‘ t“;l]_m!_
ral part of the a mendment was 19 focus ive. It must be uxti.nde_ nationa Y.:.
. 10 any new bases and in < snust adopt a conscious liﬂ}_ll!n_g
.3 navigation base. O grd mmnie i pru\-“ju leadership in
: rupting and which

-|1HL‘.-_‘:'1|"1.

11111.[-.\“! m ]
sosttion Lo 1hii i‘-'{i'l"-'r.?ll

ik
onment
Carr ol the

111

on o i_'ll_"'l:'\ 1L1OF

varticularty 5 Yok i
b]-w:.. introduction of an Omega base 19 the struggies that-are €
15 part ol US imperialism's .31l intensily in the LOLure.
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This is the ninth pari of our series On
the history and development of the

Australian Labor Pary.
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THE 1954 SPLIT

' the party, especially in NSW, By

‘was the bitrerest pill to swallow.

“the reins of power.

3 Atstralia paralleled the rise of

._.‘k

' thetorical bombast into

‘ban on communist activities ,

In the course of this series we have seep
rwo major ioternal political crisés in the
history of the Australian Labor Party.
The first of these involved the exodus of
the Hughes pro- conscriptionist group trom
Federal Caucus in 1916-17, The second
important breakaway occurred during the
depression of 1929-1333 and resulted in
ihe expulsion of Lang from the Party.
Concurrent with the struggle against
Lang was a less significant exit {rom
Labor politics, centring around the
person of J.A. Lyons. While these splits 5
were politically disastrous for the ALP,
their effect tended 1o be short-lived.
The party had recovered from the Hughes
split by 1929 and was able to win office.
L lang's influence lingered for the remain-
~ der of the thirties; but its main impact
\ was an organisational decimination of

© contrast, the resalts of the 14954-55 crisis
~ were to render Labor politically and
~ organisationally bankrupt for nearly a
TR decade apd & half, The impact of this
. most recent schism had been exacerbated
by the fact that it eccured on top of
Labor's most successful and extended
~ period of parliamentary office at both
f;,_“%%‘ﬂate and Federal level. For the

- Labor political machine in 1954, this

~ Through their post-war successes, Labor
~ politicaps bad arrived at the smug belief
~ that they were the best and only govern-
- ment for Awtralia, Most carried the idea
. that the Menzies era was only an interlude
~ belore they would be back igain holding

-'ﬂiﬁlnﬁnem of anti-communism

mt;auﬁyim and the witch-hunt in the
" United States, With the defeat of the

- 100K 4 sharp tum to the right. The basis
- for this turn was & stabilisation of

: m n society betweeen 1949-52,
Smmunist power in the unions had
‘declined to a point where Menzies felt
confident enough Lo turn his attack from

% ﬁq Covernment in 1949, politics

ion. This repression took several |
One of these was the 1949
ctorian Royal Commission into
mmunism, held with the approval of
e Cain Labor Opposition in the Victorian
lislative Assembly. Another was the
dpped-up activities of Asio, However
- L moterious measure used by

amunist Party Dissolution Bill,
d of Labor's attitude towards this
ure is an interesting one, From time
o time in the late forties, certain ALP
leaders had themselves advocated a total

actusl proposal to legislate against the
Communist Party originated in the
Country Party during the period of the
st-war strikes apd was *aken up by

_ as a sop o his . alition junior
partner during the 1949 clections,

LABOR AND THE COMMUNIST PARTY
BAN

[abor vaucuses quickly split into three
groups in its atnitude 10 the bill, Much

of the left and the centre led by Chifley

strongly opposed the bill and wanted o
gee Labor's Senate majority block it.
The second main grouping was oD the
right wing of Caucus, much of the
industrial right and in the state parlia-
mentary parties, The attitude of this
group was opposition 1o the bill.on the

grounds that it was ineffective and would

not work. In neither group was there
a strong argument for defending the
democratic rights of radicals, Even ©on

the Labor left it was felt that the bill was

more of an inexpedient way to deal with
Commumists than an anti-democratic
measure, This did not stop some Labor
parliamentarians sensing that a Menzies'
attack on the Communist Party was an

implicit attack on the rights ol organisat-
ion of the whole Labor movement, But if
gome Labor leaders did believe this, they

were very much in a minority,

A third, much smaller grouping, actumlly

supported the bill, In caucus this group

was led by the pro-Santamaria Victorians,

S. M. Kean and ]J. M. Mullens, Qulside
of Federal Caucus its mouth-piece was
strongly identified with the organ of the
famatical anti-communist Catholic
Movement, News Weekly,

Following a meeting of the ALP Federal
Executive it was decided to support the
ban in principle, while moving amend-
ments 1o water down the impact of the
legislation, The refusal of the execu-
tive 1o come out against the bill was
{founded on the fear of 4 double dissolut-

ion in parliament if the issue was [orced.

This decision was largely shaken however
by Evant's acceptance of a briefl from the

militant Waterside Workers Fuderation
to challenge the passage of the act in

the High Court. The verdict of the court

was 4 victery for the unions and practi-

cally committed the ALP Lo opposing the

repression, 2.

A week after the High Court decision
Menzies secured the 1951 Double
Dlu_almicm and in an election fought
mainly on the grounds of 'communism!
Labor gained seats, but not enough for
government, Within a month of the
election Chifley aied, leaving Evartt as
parlianivatary leaaer.

With Labor under a new leader, the
government decided to force the issue
o a referendum, the only legal way
left in which the powers needed to ban

the Communist Party could be obtained.

The defeat of the referendum was largely

the result of Evatt's efforts in pulling
the parliamentary machine against the

bill, as well as an intensive and prolong-
ed campaign undertaken by the Commun-

ist P-?._rir.}r itself, Perhaps the most
surprising element in the whole affair

was the parrowness of the final majority
agdinst the ban: Barely 50,48 per cent

of votes cast opposed the measure,

Nevertheless, in the atmosphere of anti-
communism at the time, the verdict was
a soothing set-back for the conservative

TEpression campaign,

: ; Apart {from con-
servative politicans, the core of the anti-

B.A.Sa ntamaria

communist crusade had been carried by
1 force known as ' the movement a
group who exe rcised a disproportionate
influence inside the Labor Party a nd the
maions,

CATHOLIC ACTION, THE MOVEMENT
AND THE RISE OF THE GRQOUPS

The Roman Catholic Church had always
played a significant role in the -internal
politics of the A wiralian Labor Party.
This is not ;Lu_rpri:.iﬂg when one considers
that the overwhelming proportion of the
laboring classes belore 1949 were of Irish
Catholic extraction. Even with a rapid
influx of European migrants into the
working class after 1949, the core of
Labor suppert could still be identified
with this group. Without attempling 1o
acknowledge secrarian forces as a factor
in Labor politics, one cannot 1gnore the
continuous dialouge between Protestant
agnostic supperters and Catholics,

In 1954, 60 per cent of Labor parliament-
arians were Catholics, Before the Sec-
ond World War this influence was most
commonly associated with the figures

of Melbourne Archbishop Daniel Mannix
and the businessman cum racketeer, John
Wren, The influence of Mannix persisted
after the war, but this time buttressed by
a more organised group under the leader-
ship of BLA. Santamaria.

In 1937 the Australian Catholic hierarchy
approved the establishment of a National
Secretariat for Cathelic Action, which
-:n:g:.ni;ed a number of associations in an
attempt 1o counter the influence of the
Communist Party, expressly within the
unions, In August 1942 was held the

first meeting of a secret organisation of
Catholics, which later became known

15 "The Movement”. "The Movement"

was denominationally exclhisive and
ﬂI;_LIIrj:ii.:d into small activist cells or ”
ZTOUES W ithin each trade union in which

il was interested. By 19435 "The Move-

menl"” had links with every State in A ust-

ralia, and received a mandate from the
Australian Catholic hierarchy to oppose
militants in the trade unions, It wad

=.“"“I1i-:" I““'!‘-.r ri“—‘ |r|l.||ILr'Il:L \.'I! i ].tli. ‘\1':"‘. L
ment" that the State Branch of the ALP in

New South Wales (1845) and Victoria
(1246) decided 10 form and sponsor
official anti-Communist groups within
the trade union movement, Such groups
were 1o campaign for union office under
the ALP banner. During the war ALP
Industrial Groups had been formed by
militants in some unions in NSW and
Victoria to counter the right-wing line
of the Communist Party, which h.:-t
opposed strikes and other siruggles by
workers during the war, Alwer tﬂlw F
'l.l'.f.'.‘.i_‘ groups were taken over by the right
wing IMovement", Industrial Lf.r-mi.“ i

Queensland in 1948, "The Movement"
quickly became the hard core of POWET
:n .1|h:_' IGE g.n|1:~.%i1x_l~-,:}, and '-.,'-.-.-||5--. | Q0T
gaine considerable strength on th
various ALP State Execurives, The

of "The Movement" into the unions I-1..l-
dccompanied by an invasion into the :
party at the branch level, Just prier
the split in 1954, some ALP branches i
Sydney and Melbourne were re porting 13
New Lll.i,'i'||i-u.'l', joing d in one night [hi
policy of branch stacking had very ) .'I'I
cffect however as n | L B

1 IhY il L i

members were simply n

H.V.Evaut

As well, concentrations of "Moveme nt*
supporters made it easy for the official
machine 10 picK off particular branches 3

As [or success in union bnllnu' the Group-
ers were able 1o capture the Federated
Clerks Union (which is still in DLP hands)
the Australian Railways Union, the :
Building Trades, the Federated Ironworkers'
Associalion and for some time, the
Vaterside Workers' Federation, Most o.
these victories were short lived, the
Groupers being unable (o consolidate
their positions in the {requent outhursts
of rank and file militancy,

The hysterical. obsessive anti-Commun-
ism of the Groups aroused great distrust
among many sections of the industrial
and political labor movements, Apart
from Communist Party union officials,
opposition to the Groupers between 1947-
1953 was led by sections of the ALP lelt,
hoth inside and outside the unions, It is
doubtful whether even this amalgam of
forces could haye politically defeated
the Groups without the support of the
more moderate wing of the Labor Party.
The success of the left in rallying the
bulk of the organised workers' movement
against the influence of #The Movement"
was due to a number of [actors,

By far the most crucial reason lay in
error committed by the Groups 18
antagonising the middle of the road
¢lements in the unions, Not conteni on
his attacks upon members of the Comm-
Santamaria now turned his
1ftention to eyven the most moderat
ALP unionists, In Santa maria's eyes, no
cection of the labor movement Was g fe"
antil it had been purged by the Groups.
Santamaria's fatal mistake of turning
cial democracy cost the Group-
ers their most esteemed prize — €0
of the Australian Workers Union,

unist Party,

b | g'l 1nst 50

The AWU had earlier 1ligned itself with
but by 1954 ils Ii.fZI.IJL‘E'SIHF
alarmed at the increasing

sower wielded by the Grouper frac
:ny hoth industrial and §

the Groupers,

had become

volitical arenas
Santamaria in

4 speech made by H
de the AWU, clalming

ind circulated insi
that " The Movement" W ielded €
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able power in the In '
adership o
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the AWU into the hands of Evait,

caucus many tradition=
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. o the daily press was full
e “*';kf: Jpgicturcs :ln-.'l'fsmries concern-
of [ﬁ}n‘l glgam of United States prisoners
17 Lln Vietnam,. Notso n'{uch [l;
» release of itica
peard 1bw=tc:|:;1y mlu“cﬂ;; HEN e
The prisonﬂrs;w;:l:re H;[ppl':d
erpants and carried to the
m-g’;g;nj riﬂrur, from where they had
m: qde 1o the other side, U itwas US
isoners who had been ﬂri[qxd.m their
u_gd-:rpﬂnl;s; or made 10 wade a river you
might be right if you lhn?mght t!uu the
sould have been filled with howls

“ ¥ i "
of ::gu ahout the indignities and brutal
greatment inflicted on them,

\!ietlﬂmﬂi‘: "

HELPED HIMSELF

Ron Hubbard, founder of the "Church

of the New Faith", better known as
nscientology" has retired fromm th'e :
religion business and now sp?:nfls Ius‘nm-.:
cruising in his yacht, Ron isn't saying
whether the almighty helped him to his
worldly wealth or whether he simply

helped himself,
YORSTER TO BAN DEMONSTRA TIONS

4 bill now before the South African
parliament propOses that all open air
therings and processions around the
parliament House in Cape Town be
banned, The bill defines a demonstrat-
:on as being "one Or MOre persons for
or against any persons, cause, action or
failure to take action®, Obviously
Vorster's white supremacists are
anxious to get on with their job of
governing in isolation from the rest of

the population.

BJELKE PETERSEN'S MID
DOORKNOCK AT

On Friday May 11, Queensland
Bjelke Petersen sald that the :ir:f:;l:"

near when "Every parent int

will need to cbmid[: very car:?uﬁ?;mrw
whether any extension of Federal
power, any denigration of the Crown's
role and functions in our particular form
of Federal democracy, will not within
our children's lifetime lead to a system
of government involving fear and the
midnight door-knock",

Why Bjelke-Petersen should be against

"midnight door-knocks" is a mystery,

It was his Government which made early

mml*ning police ralds a reality for many
< ANti-war activists, opponents of the

South African sporting tours and black

people in Queensland,

COLONELS' LAW

Under the military dictatorship in
Greece at the present time, atheists are
not permitted 0 marry. Greeks can only

be married in the Greek Orthodox Church,

and atheists are not permitied to marry
in the church,

GOVERNMENT HELPS FINANCE ANTI-
ABORTION CAMPAIGN

The council for the Defence of Govern-
ment Schools claims thar the $34
million of govermment aid directed to
church schools over the past year has

helped the churches o finance their anti-

abortion campaign. The $34 million
has allowed the churches 1o use money
which they tormerly spent on education,
for other purposes,

OUR LI OF PRIVLEGE ['M SORRY MISS DENNING, BUT YOU KAVE CLEARLY FALED

LIBERALS EMBARASSED BY TAYLS

In DIRECT ACTION No.39 we com-
mented on the setting up by the Lib-
eral Party of the Teenage Young Lib-
erals with the aim of stoppirg the
gravitation of young people toward

the anti-war movement and le(t-wing
pelitics, Since that time more inform-
ation has come to light on the policies
and outlook of TAYLS.

In the Nation Review of April 28 - May
3, a report of an interview with the
NSW president of TAYLS, appears, The
The president, Andrew (Colfax , is

a student at Castle Hill in Sydney

and he outlined some of his views,

He holds South Africa in high regard,
maintaining that communist publicat-
ions and party members should be out-
lawed, as they are in that counlry,

and that apartheid is In the best inter-
ests of the black people., He supports
the South African practice of intern-
ing prisoners without due process of the
law, He also wanis to 'cut outl the can-
cer of communism now, or it will

take over the whole body of students.”

Apparently even the Liberal Party is
embarrassed by such far-right views,
They understand that the reasons be-
hind the Labor Party victory in December
were closely linked with the radical-
isation of large numbers of young
people as a result of the Viemam war
and they have been trying to give their
party a more liberal outward appear-
ance. Buta Young Liberal by any
other pame is still an arch-reactionary,
that is something which is impossible
to conceal,

MA SS MURDERER OFFENDED

Speaking at a recent graduation cere-
mony at the Mitchell College of
Advanced Education in Bathust NSW,
Howard Beale, a former Australian
ambassador to the United States sa id
that some Federal Labor ministers had
harmed relations with the United States
by criticising President Nixon, Beale
<1 id that he was distressed at the tme
of the US bombing of Hano! last year,

when some Government ministers
referred to Nixon "using words such as
'maniacs', ' mass murder' and *thugzery
Beale is right, members of the

Government shonld be more ¢ ireful

what he's du_‘!i'ﬂ-,;,

BEALE CONTRADICTS HIMSELF

At the Mitchell College ol Education
sraduation ceremony, Howard Beale
als0 outlined what he '.'._h:._‘.l_i:;:l'd'_ should be
the major goals for young Australians.
They were: national security, progress
and prosperity and lmprovement of the
quality of national life. He also said
that Aunstralia should not forget its
British heritage and should continue 10
foster the friendship of a staunch ally,
the United States. The students must
have been greatly impressed by Lhe
atterances of this dinosaur about the
British Empire, but they must also have
been puzzled about how the) could im-

United States government. The .LIhL.'rn_c,lﬂ.
may alse occurmred to some that if

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 22
on, had dish in
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EToWing opposition,

ded the Groups as early as
the other States, the Groupers
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 Although its mu jority in the

House of Represe nlaives was reduced
from fifteen seats 10 seven. The royal
commission provided little thal was new
regarding Soviet intelligence operalions
hut its proceedings, involying Evalt,

gave rise Lo political controyersies ol the

first order, Individual communists, in-

cluding several journ
ed in the commission's subsequent pria-
but the person who suffered

ceedings
o one whose name

most from them was
was not associated with any :
Dr. H. V. Evall, Throughout August an
September he fought a long ba I:tlc\ t:;“
obtain permission Lo :lppc.al.‘1be.10u 5 e
commission 1o defend ceértain memboers
~f his staff, implica . .
Ei—.:u's :|.|ln;gﬂ tiEus that Menzies, Petroy

4nd Asio had consgpired to injure th‘n: f‘ll.I:i
eamned him the scom of the Groupers an

The immediate result of
ission, therefore, was
3 bor

News Weekly
the Petrov commissl e
to heighten the tension within

Party.

Evatt chose this occasion 10 acl. On
October 3 he accused
members of Federal caucus {S.M: =4
and 1. M, Mullens) of being disloya

alisis were mention-

document —

ted in the pmc-:edmgx.

the Labor Party and of being subject Lo
outside influences ip the form of "The

Movement”, 1o the recent election said

Evatt, "one factor told heayily against
us =— the attitude of 2 small minority

group of members, located p:nrl.icuLlrl_!,'
in the State of Victoria, W hich has, since

1949, become increasingly disloyal to

e Labor movement and the Labor lead-
ership. It seems certain that the activities

of this small group are largely directed
from outside the Labor movement . The
Melbourne News Weekly appears to act

= ne ’a FRSg- iately
as their organ. "5, Evatt was immediately
supported by E. J.Ward and Senator P.J.

Kennelly, by the Scuth A ustralian

executive and by most of the trade unions

which were nol under Grouper control,
including the AWU. He was strongly

opposed by the Victorian and New South
Wales executives of the hi.if‘ which were
still under strong Grouper influence. The

telling factor in drawing both of these
states behind Evatt in the long run was
{he enormous power and prestige of the
AWU,

The formalisation of the split took place
4t the Federal Conference held in Hobart

in March 1935, After the Conference

VICTORY IN CARLTON LAND DISPUTT

On Friday May 11, the Victorian Edocat-
jon Minister Lindsay Thompson handed
over 14 acres of land in North Carlton,
Melbourne, 10 a playground committes,
The land was formerly owned by the
railways and in 1971 only action by

local residents backed up by the Builders
Labourers Federation stopped the con-
struction of a warehouse on Lhe site,
During demonstrations on the land
severi] people were arrested, including
huilder's labourers organiser Norm
Gallagher who served 14 days in gaol as
a result of anassanltcharge resulting
from one of the demonstrations,

ybout how they refer 10 Nixon. To call
someone a2 maniac implies that the)y
might not fully understand or be able 1o
control their actions. Mass murderer,
thug, liar, hypocrite - all ol these terms

{it :xl~.C'-r“:1, but he's no maniEac, he knows

prove the quality of life w hile fostering
fmendly relations wilh the mass murder-
ers, fAcisls ynd male supremacists in Lthe

any "!1.;0;-‘[.,;_._:" was to be achieved, relics
cuch as Beale would have 1o be cast aside,

e 1

Norm Gallagher
BOMBER CREWS PROTEST

[t was disclosed in Washington on May 2
that at least a dozen crew members of

B 52 bambers which have been involved
in raids against Cambodia have written
to members of the United States Congress
protesting. One letter to Senator Edward
Kennedy said "We are no more than 2
mercenary army fighting sole ly on the
discretion of our President”,

THE HOLY INSTITUTION

Figures for 1971, (the latest available)
reveal that during that year 1&, 24/
divor-cs were granted, In other words,
i1lmost 26,000 people who had b
I -~ ; ~ F# = - L =1
forced N0 MAITLaAge, olten more uUnx gh
s lal presil £S5 LG ) et L
Lhat ';.i."-'."!ﬂ‘.'.“ !:;‘-i. L.!=|.:J.'l_|1:.'£ d th | -
i 1 1

FLi 1 TRy sl H T WOr
ities happy, just wasn't
During the same year many morc I 1ArTL-
12CS would have ended ins2parmtion

It ;.}ilrg ’!,-'_D-:;i-= the courts

NUCLEAR TESTS WILL INCREASE

Professor Eric Burhop of the University
College London, claimed on Thursday

May 10 that radiation from the French

~uclear tests in the Pacific would remain
in the atmosphere for the next 30 years,
He also said that as a result of the Lests

L least B!LWJU b“,-_\g'-'l;_', (including LOU

s ustralians) in the Southern hemisphen

would die, He gaid that the radiation

would lead to an increase in the incld-
i

conce of cancer, malformed babies and

senctic illnesses,

]

F MOSLEMS

MARCOS SLAUGHTER C
CONTINUES

The Melbourne Herald ol l'r.-'.jn.l.']-’ ‘\1.'1‘; Ll
reports that a former member of the
Philippines Congress said on May 11 that
during the previous week 13 "rebels" and
a1t least 9 women and children had been
killed by governnient roops in the south-
ern Philippines.

.+» STEVE PAINTER

refused to admit the old Victorian execut=
ive, 17 of the 36 delegates appointed by
the various State branches walked out of
the Conference in sympathy with the
Groupers. It was from these disparate
elements that the parliamentary wing of
" The Movement”, the Democratic Labor
Party, was formed.

The epilogue to these events in the summ-
er of 1954-55 occurred in December 1333
when Menzies sprang a snap election, The
Libor Party, shattered at both a Federal

and State level, demoralised and dispirited,

was soundly defeated and conceded a
twenty-eight seat majority to the conserv-
atives in the new patliament, For Evatt,
the 1955 elections were a personal disaster
and effectively undermined his position

of leadership to that of A.A. Calwell .

FOOTNOTES

1. Robert Murray, The Split, pp 78-89
2. F.G.Clarke, **’Tmaiﬂf 3 Re-assessment

of Dr. Evatt's Role in the 1954-35 Splin,

In Labor History, 1971,

3i .
4. see Paul Ocmonde, The Mﬂﬂﬂ}'-.‘gt;l
5, Murray, Op. Cit. p. 18U g
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: BY SOL SALBY

ores of the Liberal,
acratic Labor parties
hstruct Labor's progres=
se Senate. The

jon parties have 4 m
arity of 31 semators © Labor's 26. There
lso three independent semators. 59
bill, the Electoral Bill, bas
jons howeyer arc
e likely

The combined v
i Country a pd Der
’ are being used to ©
jve legislation i

combined Oppe

are a
far only one
been rejected. Indicat
such that at least four others ar
to be rejected.

has resulted in consider-

The obstruction
double dissolution,

able discussion of
that is the dismissal of both houses of
Parliament and the calling of new elect-

{ jons in which the whole of the seats in

2 both houses will be up for election.

1 The Prime Minister, Gough Whitlam,

and several other ministers like Property
and Services Minister Fred Daly and
Treasurer Frank Crean bave made strong
statements threatening 3 double dissolution
as soon as passible if the Opposition
persists in its disruptionist tactics,

of the Opposition is not
At this stage indicators
dre that in any immediate ballot the
capitalist parties will suffer a crushing
defeat, But the Oppesition has plenty

of room o manoceuvre. Constitutional
requirements prevent the Labor Govern-
mént from going straight 1@ the masses.
A so-called major bill has to be presented
twice before the Government can ask the
5 Governor-General to dismiss both’ houses.
A three month lag has to lapse between
the two introductions of the bill, Thus
] the Opposition senators are not really
risking anything in their first rejection
of any legislation.

b The motivation
precisely clear.

is not the obstruction
{tself but the issues chosen by the Oppos-
ition to fight on. They are clearly the
most significant planks in Labor's pro-

What is significant

(CAPITALISTS OBST

Overwhelming
all sec

ich

cked the ALP in
doubts.

purgeoisie

including those

the last clections

Generally iis € lear t concessions 1@

mass pressure from bele vhich upset
TS,

the emp’

The Electoral Bill does not red fall
completely int@ this category. It i3
pasically a de 11, It seeks 10
elimipate the gy mander which is

puilt in to the current laws. The capital-
the main beneficiaries

h allows up to 20 per

» pumber

mocratic bi

ist parties a
from a law whic
eviation from the averagf

cent d
[ ctors in each seat.
ce the gap to 10 per cent. Small
y the Country Party is leading

o to the bill, Some ol Labor's
amongst the ruling class
ome doubts on the advis-
CIi)T"IJﬁdur_

duce the

wonder
the oppositio
recent backers
may also have s
ability of removing the g
d democracy will re

Increase

dependency of the Labor leadership upon

them.

The legislation W hich annoys the capit-
A

ot the Electoral Bill.

alists most is 0
form is involved.

much more significant re
The amendments to the Conciliation

and Arbitration Act is the most controvers-
ial piece of legislation brought forward
by the Labor Government so far, The
newspaper which speaks for the wing of
Australian capitalism which backed the
return of a Labor Govemnment last Decem-
ber, The Australian, had this to say about
the most important section of the billz
nAbalition of penal clauses is very ob-
yiously appeasement to the unions and
there is little doubt that this isa policy
the majority of Australians would oppase. "

The abolition of the penal clauses isa
significant reform wrested under mass
pressure {rom the Labor Government.
This pressure began with the mobilisation

workers marched
{ thousands
. Oppo:
ted at the 1
[he Launceston
5 \_‘ e
going

striking

ce of the ALP.
jected the inl 1 O
eron prop No penalties are

to be left in the law threatening

The amendments (@ the Conciliation ancl

Arbitration Act can only be understood
in the context ol labor's strategy for
industrial peace. This strategy represents
a move away from the Liberal's big stick
nd the s yoluntary™
agreements system.
that whatever support the am

ubstitution of a subtle
It is in this contexl
endments

to the Ac
ers can be seen.

Despite a willingness 10 critically support
the Labor amendments, the employing
retain a watchdog. An
Oppesition majority in the Senate means
that pressure can be put on Labor to
moderate and amend some parts of its

programme.

class prefers 1o

of the penal clauses 15 the
type of action that the (inulist class
may wish to influence using the Semate.
If the Labor leadership is scared of a
double dissolution then the Senate major-
ity can be used for the watering down of
the Government's legislation. The
capitalist politicians are meanwhile
causing a pile up of Labor legislation

The removal

tactics used by the
Liberal, Country and Democratic Labor
parties should not be allowed to succeed.
The working class of this country did not
turn to Labor only to find itself frustrated
by the Senate Opposition, Whitlam must
2dd determined action to the words he
has used so far.

The disruptionist

t have received from the employ- B

;

'BY JIM McILROY

One of the provisions of the Federal
Gi:nr:s_'n_menl's new amendments 1o the
Concilistion and Arbitration Act has
caused an undemstandable stir amongst
trade union officials, It is clause 50 of
the new Ce aciliation and Arbitration
Bill, which provides for direct rank and
Jile election of union officials, In many
unions, 4t present officials are elected
by a collegiate system, in which ordinary
union members elect an executive which
in turn elects vnion officials.

‘The new :ptw'i:ion, in its finalised form
| now provides for direct elections under :
Mfuture registrations of union rules, and
finance by the Federal Government for
the condust of these elections. Changes
were made in the original form after
protests by many unions,

“The loe-up of supporters and o
of the changes was a rather umgr\) t:;:::L,s

Jack

Mundey

Supporters included leadng CPA figure
and secretary of the NSW Builders'
Laborers Federation, Jack Mundey, and
extreme right winger Laurie Short,
secretary of the Ironworkers' Federation,
Opponents included ACTU president Bob
Hawke, the secretary of the Building
Workers Industrial Union, Pat Clnrn:\',*,
and right-winger Edgar Williams of the
Australian Workers Union,

The division would appear to reflect the
confidence of the various union leader-
ships of their own support amongst the
rank and file of their rLA'pccliVl‘bumO!i;
rather than any pelitical agreement

l_t is clear that the present system of elect
ion allows officials to perpetuate them- t
selves \v_iLhou( having to face any direct
accounting 1o their members. The rl‘r‘\
ciple of direct el=ction is a good on"::y |n-d
should be supported, It is only by makir
union leaders more accountable to ll;a: i
demands of the rank and file that union

BOR FOR UNION DEMOCRACY?

bureaucracy can be combatted.

The motives of the Minister for Labour
Clyde Cameron in intreducing the amend-
ment are a different question. The Labor
Govemnment seeks to separate itself a little
from the union establishment, and to give
itself some more room for m m)..uvn‘:‘m-
industrial affairs, One way is 1o : 5l
the union rank and file over the h
the union leaderships. The Gov
wants 1o be able to rely on its popularity
amongst rank and file lm\onnt: in an 54
future clash with union officialdom, )

o

In addition, the changes have been intro
duced in an undemoeratic way. Lml-\ &
debate was permitted hin Y.!h-\: tra de
unions themselves, The changes sh -I |
preferably have come asa reszit) MNAP :

broad moveme
ement amongst ordinary workers,

They would then have represented a
ar
significant gain for workers democrac

Trade union affairs should be left to

Laurie Short

trade unions themselves. All interlerence
by the capitalist state should be elimiz-
b of a Labor gover=

ated, It is not the JO

ment, or any other, to determine union

rules. The spectre of state interfersnce
af union

in union matters through contral
ballots etc is raised. In the hands of &
Lynch this could be disastrous. The labod
moyement has always opposed such inters
ht for its independence,

ference and foug
[ must not be allowed to change becdse
of a Federal Labor Government,

In spite of these reservations, the change
sirable one, Clause 50 deserves
t as part of Labor's vitally importast
ndments to the arbitration ack

new amendments are a
of the working
d right and ability
conditions through thelf
ar class confrontation

new ame
As a whole, the
nse to the demand
or the unfettere

res
people f
to fight for better
unions, Itisa cle
with the Liberals, between the Labor
and the employers. Labor
e in on this questions

Hh'\'t'IHL‘l'\l
must not giv




