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The question of a woman's right to
sbortion has emerged in the past few
wosks as ane of the most important
issues currently polarising society. It
has become clear that the fight of wom-
en for the right to abortion, © the
right to full control over their bodics
and their reproductive processes is an
important struggle which is challenging
some of the most fundamental attitudes
and institutions of this society. Lined
up in opposition to the right of women
to abortion are some of the most react-
jomary forces - the hierarchy of the
Roman Catholic church along with
other religious leaders, right-wing
politicians, the Ustasha...
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At present these forces are on the offer-
sive. They recognise that the tradition~
21 role of women in the family and in
society is being threatened by the inc-
reasing militancy of women demanding
their rights. They have decided to use
the issue of abortion, and in particular
the oceasion of a reform bill being put
before Federal Parliament on May 10,
to try to reverse this trend and push
back the women's movement. There
are more far-reaching issues at stake
than mere concern for the foetus,

The Catholic chwrch in particular,
‘through the so-called Right to Life
' Association has been using its enorm-
ous tax-free wealth and apparatus to
mount a powerful campaign against the
bill, This campaign rg:ts on {%:ma gog-
uery and distortion, playing in the crd-
st way upon people's emotions, Foet—
uses are reterred to as "children" and
are even portrayed visually in their
expensive propaganda material as wear-
ing pigtails and standing upright, Con-
centration is on photographs of foetuses
over 20 weeks of development, prefer-
ably in garbage cans. The emotion-
laden terms of "killing” and "murder"
are used to obscure the real issues in-
yolved: the rights, the safety and the
whole course of life of pregnant women.

What comes through clearly in the pos-
ition of these m—ucg.-alled "Rl}lght to L?!?"
is that the right of men, of
children and even the rights of foetus-
es come before the rights of women!
The foetus is even described as being
“in charge of the pregnancy”. What
ila;l;?pﬁmtgi i]:]:ttht anti-abortion
1gn 1s that organisers, spoke-
speople and writers mg;mdumimprﬁly
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men. At a recent "Right to Life” rally

in the Sydney Town Hall scores of men
wearing cardboard Right to Life Assoc-
{ation tags on their lapels ushered people!
to their seats where they listened to a
platform of three male speakers (inc-
luding Jim Cameron, Liberal member
for Northcote, NSW Legislative Assem-
bly} :nd one woman, introduced by
Frank Stewart, Federal Labor () Min-
ister for Rcreation and Tourism.

What lies behind this vigorous defence
of the existing abortion laws is the
desire 10 keep women "in their place"
as passive breeders, and the desire 10
uphold the institution of the patriarch-
al family by punishing women for any
sexual-activity outside of marriage
through forcing them to bear “illegit
imate" children. Those people shout-
ing the loudest for "the right to life"
reveal their complete hypocrisy wh2n
it comes to protecting the lives of
those already bom, and the lives of the
women who are forced to bear unwant-

ed children,

Women must launch a powerful nation-
wide fight for the repeal of all the opp-
ressive abortion laws, The successful
struggle of women in the United States
in forcing the Supreme Court decision
of January 22 which ruled that abortion
is a woman's constitutional right, has
been a striking example of the potent-
jal power of women united around a
demand of such fundamental import-
ance, Women must pressure the Labor
Party to take up the struggle of women
for abortion and to recognise the val-
idity of no one's conscience on this
issue other than that of the individual
woman concerned.

On June 30 demonstrations are being
organised to demand the repeal of all
existing abortion laws and for freely
available contraceptives, The issue
will not be decided on May 10, This
is only the beginning of a struggle
which will mobilise wider and wider
layers of women, In increasing numb-
ers womenare refusing to believe that
their primary role in life is to be inst-
ruments of reproduction, that children
should be punishment for failed contra-
ception. They are seeing behind all
the crecodile tears for the foetus 1o
the real motives of anti-abortionists -
that is the continuation of the oppress-
ion of women in our society.
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tice of "open g,c-vcrnmeut“ has
lied to Australia 50 far in a very
The Government policy
ge freeze has §0 far

The prac
been app
uneven manner.
with regard Lo a wa
been disclosed in bits and pleces.
Any disclosure in regard 10 the actual
implementation of any "prices :u:ad
incomes policy” will have o wait at
least to the Premiers' Conference On

But "open government " does

May 10. o
apply to the release of stalistics. The
—pasurer, Frank Crean, had indicated

hand that the 111.ugnitud*.;
of the increase in the Consumier Price
Index (CPl) was about 2 per cent. Thus
there were no SUrprises all around when

some days belorc

the real figures werc released, An
increase of 2.1 per cent was only slightly
more than what was expected.

The early leakage of the figures has been
used cleverly to underplay the significance
of the increase, Consider, however, the
following facts. The increase is the
highest for any March quarter for 21 years.
For a F-‘l:.'T'Eﬂ-"J on the avera g 'r'-i.'f."!'nl‘,' Wi gi."
the increase means a leap ol <2 a week

in the cost of living. Because of rising
food prices, (in particular staple foods
like potatoes which wenl up 9, 5 per cent)
people at the lower end of the scale are
going to be hurt even morc severely as
they spend a higher proportion of their
income on such commodities.

The figures are quite obviously strong
indicators of the seriousness of the situa-
tion, It is just not good enough 1o say
that total inflation for the past twelve
months amounts to "only" 5.7 per cent,
It may be true that one can't derive the
annual inflation rate simply by multiply-
ing the quarterly figures by four owing

to seasonal factors but inflation figures
comparable to the Korean War "boom"
of the early 1950's are being projected.
The Institute of Political Affairs has bezn
projecting rates of up to twenly per cent
per annum. The figures may be biased
by the Institute's opposition 10 many
Labor policies but nevertheless they give
an indication of the seriousness of the
cituation, There is no question, however,
that the kind of inflation experienced in

: Australia at th moment is of the magni-

tude of the period of the Korean War -
the worst in the Second World War.

The expectation of increasing inflation
is not confined to the businessmen of the
IPA or cynical bourgeois politicians like
Snedden, The Reserve Bank of Australia
in 2 statement issued on April 18, the
very day the CPI figures were released,
stated:

"[n yview of the current and prospective
increase in activities and the outlook for
price increases.,." {emphasis added).
To the bank the prospects of increased
inflation seem quite reasonable,

The Labor Covemment by now has to
accept an increasing share of the respon-

National Wage Case

BY SOL SALBY

The moderate increase granted in the
1973 national wage case has been wel-
comed by union officials, as expected,
But unexpected. was the fact that some
employers representatives also welcomed
the Arbitration Commission's decision,

'I]wl ll.'..".‘I'lIlIi-.i.{;}.l'-.“.'l granted in a unani.nous
decizion a combined increase of £2, 50
[lat rate piu,\ two per cent of the .-'.'4.1"rd
rate, _'L'Jn the more 'generous' side, the
!,mnn'uasi-:-n awarded an increase cmi b4
in the minimum wage. The A u"lf1i-;.s]1
Council of Trade Unions l;\i:;["l_]i. I-:.|\_=_.
?‘L‘[]ll'.'i.l a yery well argued and substant-
iated case, Jts advocate, Robert j-wll
presented a case for $12,00 in the s,
:_;;LLI,E, ;'[I.:.:[,k]jlft..;rll-h g_-__-.m rally and a

1€ IMi1nLmun

The actuval inere f
\ 1l increase falls considerably

MARCH JUNE 30!

Demand:

Repeal of all Abortion Laws
Assemble Sydney Town Hall 10am

siblility for allowing inflatio biis
instead of just blaming its I,?b:u ':Onul‘.
decessors, Some type of ac“;: i![-"I'i'.-

as necessary, but the Federal Trege
Frank Crean, has been leading u‘:ﬂ-’ni*

against any measures, Chery

There is one remedy that Crean hy
‘.Pprm,ﬂd - a wage freeze, Ala \
unable to implement it, He nEE;shei’
co-operation of the States. This | g
essence of his excuse for the lack "
activity by the Govemment, [y J
conference he said the Gavtrnm:
can't do anything about rc.straininm
until it gets co-operation from the States,

So the May 10 Premiers' Conferene
being planned to help set up the m: h
ery for a wage freeze, [t would beduu‘
quite wrong (o suggest that a wage free
is necessarily going to be instituted oy =
that date or that a wage freeze by [iha
will be as crude and clear cut as Nixon!
The consistent improvement in m.mn]j_:;
capitalism's external position is givig
more leeway to the Government in fts
plans. Labor is likely, Ob"iDMIY Lo
the extra time to measure its ﬂep:;camm
fully, but the pressure for a wage freez |
remains,

In more immediate terms the crix of
Labor's anti-inflationary effort is bein
directed through the Prices Justification
Tribunal. The mouthpiece of that win
of the ruling class advocating a wage k
freeze, The Melbourne Age, has advo-
cated the use of the Tribunal as well as
similar State bodies as part of the "incoms
policy". Howeyer, no one has taken the
Prices Justification Tribunal seriowsly,
The latest Cabinet decisions applyiog the
Tribunal only to firms having ‘umovers
of oyer $20 million and only those out-
side retailing, and eliminating penalties
for price raising, make the Tribunal eves
weaker, Company Directors can only be
fined for refusing to disclose informatica.

Even if the Prices Justification Tribunal
had powers to act on price rises it would
still be powerless in the international
arena, A very large proportion of cumest
inflation is exported from the US and
Japan. There are two mechanisms for
the transmission of inflation, One is
direct through the higher prices paid by
US importers, for beef for example,
These raise the price in Australia,

The other is indirect. As the price of
wool went up after a large increase in
demand from Japan, graziers stopped
slaughtering their sheep. This in tum led
to price rises for mutton and other meal,

No Prices Justification Tribunal can stof
such price rises. No "incomes policy®
can freeze these prices, The only wayie
protect worker's incomes from erosion is
by i1nstitu1_lnga system of monthly auto-
matic wage rises based on a genuine cosl
of living index controlled by the trade
unions and to have this system writlen
into all contracts and awards,

short of the unions' claims, Fora pe=
son on $70 the increase amounts 19
£3.90, Even if the basic award I8 higher
11 say $80, the rise only amounts (9
5-'-1.. 10, Actually an award of $192 is re-
quired for anyone to receive the ingreasc
argued lor hti,' the ACTL,

The rise in the minimum wage It it 1o
around the $60 mark nationally. (The
national variations are less than a dollar
each way). The %9 increase re presents
of course, a much higher prt.‘ipﬂﬂi‘:'ﬂ of
the unions' claims th;-n an incredse in
the ordinary raise,

Undoubtedly there were two main redses
for the higher increases than the last oW
years, One of them was curmnmarised
very well in an article in the Suf Syd-
ey, "‘1-\} o

"During the proceedings, the unions em-
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eting filled up with what WJ.S
-jominantly 2 midd_h_-.-aged audience,
= =efing was to be wplcnl of those
S ustralia over the past
were coloured slides

v oan enormaous screen, supp-
s nhabies" being Upickled
o and vseraped away . The comm-
L r would introduce you o "3 prime
of abortion material” or "a Irypicnl
Alternatively,
referred to as "he™, "him"
Jim Cameron, NSW Liber-
lusion of the
He spoke of the "tragedy o{
born and never to know his
mother's embrace. .. " S_cv;r:}l puop_lc
were taken putside, feeling sick;during
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The highiight of the (;'t'u.njng was thi.‘.: ;
gppearance on stage of four young g’ula.
i3 long white dresses, some with guitars,
who sang "'Diary of an Unborn Child" of
which a typical refrain was "Oh MthcEr
must 1 die. .. _Oh Mother, must I die?

Melbourne
Abortion Rally

gY DOT TUMNEY

At 6,00pm on Friday, May 4, aboul

1000 people, the ma jority wcmenfm'l'liﬂd
in Melbourne's City Square 1o demonstrate
for repeal of abortion laws.

Joan Coxsedge, a prominent member in
the Socialist Left of the Labor Party, and
ALP candidate for the seat of Balwyn in
the coming State election, addressed the
rlly, Coxsedge said that if elected to
parliament she would introduce a Private
Member's Bill to legalise abortion.

Originally the Right to Life Association
had planned a rally against abortion for
May 4 also, but after the abortion rights
rally was set for that date they changed
their plans and instead set their march
for May 6, a Sunday.

The rally was organised by the Women's
Abortion Action Coalition, which

brought together the A bortion Law Rep-
eal Association (ALRA), the Women's
Electoral Lebby (WEL), the Huma nist
Association and various women's liber-
alion groups, as well as the individual
supparters of women's rights,

The rally was followed by a spiril.e.d pro-
cession around several city blocks with
T"]-H,t rds and chants calling 101 1'-._']"*{.‘1|1 al
anti-abortion laws,

‘-1';5[‘!'!".'.\]_&-.1 that it was

involved to make their own decisions,

moral and soci t!_ on the issue of abartion,

Ihe role of the Roman Catholic Church

in the Right to Life Campaign was rec-
Sgnised and attacked by m iny ol the
demonstrators, A street theatre group
-:-Iill..‘.i.'h.'-.'| in elligy of the Pope around the
'~:T'&, chanting "love the [ogtus; Cppress
t’:,;.\ '.I"I.!"“ = an chvions reference Q@ the
inconsistency of the Right to Lifers in

their attitudes 1o the :‘ié.!nr of the living.
e 1orces behind |F~-|.:,_|;| v Lile w thE k
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The proces
1-.!;"T‘L|:.|r:-.l':'.“l'.'u ended with a march
ALk Lo City Square
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mue h111.-rlul.:d1 1]._.5!“'}' ibout the abortion
et Tt e LRI, B R and
PR tkah J0F EYED larger actions on
 May 10 and June 30,
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A p-_‘lan-r chant was;
Mk L ;
Make il legal, make it sa fe". Placards
the right of women

L5 -} - % [ ¥ £ § =
F‘.-'g].ﬁ to Life" demonstration 1n

Another speaker was Dr Arthur Craw ford,
surgeon and Liberal Member of the
Queensland Legislative Assembly who
recently made news through his recomm-
endation that homosexuals might be "help-
ed" by undergoing cerebral surgery.

This meeting was typical of the crude
emotionalism on which the anti-abortion-
ists rely for their support. A radio advert-
isement which is now played on at least
ten radio stations features a foctus which
talkst After starting with the amplified
heartbeat of a foetus, a voice is heard
saying, among other things "...my mumn-
my doesn't want me and wants me killed
but I don't want to be killed 'cause I want
to live like you''. A newspaper advertise-
ment pictures a sporting team with one
member missing. The caption reads:
nDavid didn't make the team because 16
years ago his mother had an abortion. ™

The feelings and life of the mother to

George Novack, one of the foremost
marxist scholars in the world today, will
shortly be undertaking a speaking tour of
Australia. Novack will give public
lectures in Sydney, Brisbane, Canberra,
Adelaide and Melbourne as well as
addressing Socialist Educa tion Conferences
in Sydney and Melbouwrne,

George Novack is a leader of the Socialist
Workers Party, the organisation in
solidarity with the Fourth [ntematu:_rnnl

in the United States. He has contributed
innumerable articles 1o the rcw.'oluu-':n.:_mry
press on philosophical and other political
topics. (We reprint one of them in this
issue., )

George Novack was barn in Boston in

1005 and educated at Harvard University.

He is a former resc ~ch associate for the

PUBLIC
MEETING

A
LECTURE

BY BEDRGERNUNALR

Tuesday, May 22, 7.30 p.m.

Teachers Federation

SYDNEY

BRISBANE "o M TR0 e e &
CANBERRA ;r:c;::ﬁ;?:fvcz:ffffgeﬂﬁ?;, Civic Centre. . e, " 1 e '

ADELAIDE
MELBOURNE

SYA Hall, 287 Rund|

Sussex Street, Sydney.

Wednesday, May 30, 7.30 p.m.

Thursday, May 31, g.o0pm. z
Guild Theatre, Melbourne University.,

inferior and ought to be submissive to
men,

L:‘ This issue is assuming more and more
4 importance as it forces people to come
: a down on one side or another - either on
the side of oppressive laws which deny
/. women the most elementary control aver
] their own bodies, and champion the rights
b j of the unborn or the embryo against the
lives of those already living within an
'j \ established network of human relation-
e ships, or on the side of those who support
- the right of women o determine the course
of thelr lives and the right of children to
be wanted,

The Right to Life Assoclation has mobil-
ised people to this point in demonstrat-
ions and rallies of thousands of people,
The Roman Catholic Church has put all
? Its energies into a campaign to defeat the
Lamb/McKenzie bill of May 10. Hundreds
of children at Catholic schools have been
4 encouraged to write o politicians and have

A signed petitions condemning the bill, The
,ﬁ Right to Life Associa tion has distributed

5 hundreds of leaflets with lists of suggested

Melbourne

.ﬂl
'

points to be made by letter writers, and
listing the DOs and DON' Ts of this exerc-
ise. One point which stood out was "DON'T
ever refer to your religious afiiliations™,

it has produced and distributed massive
quantities of expensive publicity material,

people who invent these sich ening pieces
of distortion is completely immaterial,
The woman is purely an instrument of
reproduction, a glorified inc ubator with
neither feelings or rights. The utter
callousness displayed by these people tow-
ards women-reveals the extent of their
“concern for human life". An unwa nted
pregnancy is but a temporary " inconven-
ience” to a woman - the child can always
be adopted, Even rape does not justify
abortion. (Rape is very hard to prove,
remember?} )

This mobilisation however, has not de cld-
d the outcome of the struggle. Opinion
polls persistently indicate that the over-
whelming majority of people in A ustralia
support the right of women to abortion -
in some form or another, Tens of thous-
<nds of women today are ready and w ill-
ing to fight. When these women mave
What lies behind such attitudes is basic- into action, oo reactionary pressurc
ally the belief that women should enjoy
bearing children, and have no right t©
feel otherwise, and secondly, that sexual
itv for women is only sanctioned if it

:

group, nO matter how well-financed,
will be able to stand in their way. In
their struggle women have re al and
living interests to defend - those of
results in childbirth., These attitudes are their children and their sisters everywh-
fundamental to the ideology that a wom- ere. It is the women's movement which
an's right{ul place is within the home and stands for the right to life - the right of
family, as the bearers of her husband’s people to live in real economic, polit-
children, and that women are naturally ical and social justice,

GEORGE NOVACK TO TOUR AUSTRALIA

in Australia including lectures on The
meaning of Life: A Marxist View;
Socialism and Humanism; Politics and
Philosophy; and also lectures on the
Transitional Programme and Building
the Reyolutionary Party at Socialist
Education Conferences.

Fund for the Repuhlic and has served on
the steering committeee of the Socialist
gcholars Conlerence. He has lectured at
major universities in the US, Canada
and Mexico and has been a sta unch
defender of civil liberties.

Novack has written the books: Understand-
ing History, Democracy and Revolution,
Empiricism and its Evolution: A Marx ist
View, The Origi as of Materialism, An
[ntroduction to the Logic of Marxism and
20 other books and pamphlets, He was
the editor of the popular anthology.
Existentialism versus Marxism : Conflict-
ing Views on Humanism and co-editor
with Isaac Deutscher of The Agc of
Permanent Revolution (E he well-known
collection of writings of Leon Trotsky. )

The tour is the second sponsored by the
Socialist Youth Alliance and the
Socialist Workers League in conjunction
with DIRECT ACTION. Recently Evelyn
Reed, the prominent U, 5. women's lib-
erationist, made a successful tour of
Australia. (See story Page 4)

Anyone wishing to a ttend the Socialist
Education Conferences 1o Sydney May

2527 and Melbourne june 1-3, should
contact the SYA branch in their state.
( See Page 2).

Novack will be giving several talks while

Auditorium, 300

p
e Street, Adelaide. /
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EY NITA KEIG

Evelyn Reed, the prominent United :
Stites feminist and independent Marxist
:Iﬂﬂ!h‘ipﬂﬂﬁifl.h.-; ;-.'-.-!!'-].h.‘u.-_i: y successiul
two week speaking ow
Heed addressed public
Brisbane, Canberra, A delaide a

bourne.

of Awtralia,

ectings in Sydmey,

nd Mel-

The tour was an endrmous success with

capa city and overllow audiences
meetings. Reed was speaking on twd
topics during her tour: The Women's
Liberation Movement in the United States
Today" and "Is Biology Woman's Destiny 7"
All told, almost 4, 00 women and men
artended her public mectings and univer-
1ty talls,

at many

The tour got off to a lively start at Mac-
guarie University in Sydney w here Reed,
addressing 300 students (2 majonty of them
women) on the topic "L Biclogy Woman's
Dfit'in}-’?" raised the hackles of seve ral showed how impartant the my th

males who were irrituted by Reed's state- biological inferiorily has been in Oppres-
ment of a well-known fact that in some sing women and conditioning them 1o
primitive socicties, women copld lift believe that they arc''bom ip_:'-;rm:”. Reed
heayier weights than men. In fact, 5ome explained that an anderstanding of the
males were worried by the whole content history of women in early society could
of ReePs talk which explained that women help women to gain the confidence 1o
have not always been the second sex- in struggle for thewr liberation today.
primitive communal sociely women play-
¢d a more prominent role in social and
cultural life than males and, moreover,
this did not lead to the domination and
degradation of one sex by another,

High School Actions in June

ten thousand names on it when it 1s pre-
sented to the M inister

The nervous reaciion of some 01 LNt ma le

apdience and the enthusiasim of much ol
bout these polnls

the rest afl toe meeling 4
'

ki

i

gt il
- .

Appraximately 500 women and men at-
tended the main public meeting in Sydney
and about 600 attended a meeting held at
the University of NSW, These meetings

BY MIKE JONES

The coordinating committee of the Nat-
ional Education Action Coalitien which
met in Sydney over Easter has decided on
what forms of action will be taken by the
different affiliates of the NEAC in June.
The originally proposed national strike has
been cancelled mainly due to lack of fin-
ance and resources.

As yet, no plans have been made for any
action in Brisbane, The old Queensland
Secondary Students' ‘Union has recently
given way to an Education Acton Front,
but at the moment the group is still small,

oL

The next few months are going to be very
important for the secondary student move-
ments in all parts of the country. With
Education Week coming up in New South
Wales shortly after the June actions and
similar events in other states likely 1o ke
plarc_c- around the same time, the oppert-
unities are yery good, -

In Sydney and Melbourne the actions will
be double offensives. On Wednesday,
June 6 there will be pickets in both cities
demanding democratic rights for school
students. The following Saturday, June
9 marches will be held as a continuation
of the Wednesday actions,

The Scouth Australian Education Action
Group is not plannibg 3 large scale acuon
at this stage. The EAG is currently taking
round a petition which will be presented to
the Minister for Education on June 6.
They expect to have between five and
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Melboume mecting at Assembly Hall

to the fact that the ideas

were testumony
JHon movement have

of the women's libers
p-.“lurnlill to inspire women,

3 fremendous !
her talk on the "Wom-

Reed, in opening W al
e¢n's Liberation Movement 1n the US To-

day" stated that nSisterhood is Internation-

.lIII

The press cOverage became more intense
s Reed's tour progressed, Television,
- dio and newspapers all wanted to inter-
view the person that onc news editor had
dubbed "The Granny of Women's Liber-
ation". Reed pointed out that in spite of
the intentions of the article, the phrase
had a certain validity, For year she had

National Wage Case

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

phasised that the May 1972 increase has
been totally inadequate. Another small
increase would place the future of the

national wage case in jeopardy the

viously the Labor Government.,
the Liberals, who supported.the employ-

of the ACTU.

Tnions wamed the commission. " (Em-
phasis added)

The other reason for the change is ob-
Unlike

ers, the ALP Government supported the

ACTU case. ].B.Sweeny, a member of

the ALP Industrial Relations Committee,
argued the Government's case 1n support
As Judge Moore who
presided over the commission said, the
commission took special notice of the
Government's assurances that the econ-
omy could take a large increase,

The commission also took into account
the [act that award rates over the last
year only increased at the slow rate of
three per cent,

from the Labor Minister Cameron who
called the decision "one of the most
realistic in recent years"” the decision in
reality is quite disappointing. If the
decision is approximated in percentage
terms, it amounts (o something around
four per cent, well below the inflation
rate which is expected to gallop at up
G tén I}I::F*.._'l:]'ll E'.'L‘T 4 nNnum.

But perhaps the worst disappointment did
not lie in any of the awards. It lies in the
perennial rejection by the commission of
the quarterly cost of living increases,
While quarterly adjustments based on the
Consumer Price Index fall far short of a
monthly adjustment based on a genuine
index kept by the unions it is certainly

a progressive step, The quarterly ad-
Justment was abandoned in 1953 by the
now delunct Arbitration Court.
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lectured on what had beeo 4
] -|-I||- Woman 1_:)1“_.:‘[5“1“1,‘ H':.:EI:_]::NH “
in the past five or six years imwrr ﬂhlr
wanted to listen, and the toplc ki ﬂﬂl
ged to "Women's Liberation' Szﬁlsitth.‘

not a question 'Iij}ml
P a
and a clear L-rT'|_|g;.,_-|_[..~a‘_.. “I.'um

Afrer concluding the Mel :

the tour where 500 mntlundl::'k:lumg fcuhﬂ
Hall to hear her speak on "[s Biol mhhi,
an's Destiny?", and 600 heard ha O
Melbourne University on "% a Wur al :
Liberation Movement in the US TEH:
Reed returned Lo Ib.;}»dnuy where she il" s
at the opening rally of the i
Alliance Fourth H_I-‘?tiull;ﬂ Ci‘:[.:ﬂ}:: YM
SY A CLJ_\l“n.."ll}C"."L‘LI the vizsit '-llﬂ"ﬂg Wi:l;l
Socialist Workers League, Australian i
sympathising organisation ¢

[r-u-i:*. itional, 3 f the Founy

Reed, in her talk to the conference
pared the current radicalisation o d:’-?m.
difficult period of the fifties and decer;
how the new situation opened up E“w:_:]h*d
possibilities for making consisteng gai i
terms of building n.-vo]ui_ic-njﬁ. cfganjm In
tions, The women's liberation mua,-c:-
is one of the powerful forces that is r:m
of the movement 1o transform iﬂciepi':]
that is now gathering pace,

,Bc fore returning to the US, Reed will alsg
be touring New Zealand and Japan, two
other countries where the women's liber-
ation movement is beginning to hive a big
impact on society,

In its first submission since the abandon-
ment, the Labor Government did not
emphasise the adjustment sufficiently,
Australian workers were thus deprived of
a useful weapon to fight inflation,

The employers' reactions were more
varied than the almost unanimous wel-
come by the unions, While George Pol-
ites of the Employers' Federation was
upset at the $850 million the wage ns
is going to cost, Mr Darling, a fellow
employers member spokesman considered
the wage rise 'reasonable’ .

The reluctance of some employers to
condemn the Arbitration Commission

for the increase awards follows from their
understanding of the long term economic
perspectives, The improvement in eco-
nomic eonditions generally combined
with the more efficient management of
the economy by Labor, allows the em-
ployers more room 10 manoeuvie.

Taken in the context of a possible wage
freeze within the next twelve months, the
national wage case indicates that the ALP
Government feels no necd WO throw a
special sop 1o the working class before
im.rﬂ-;lt_:-:ing a wage recze, It i'r‘ld:l.c;h‘.'E
that a wage freeze is not on the order of
the day immediately. A higher and
more substantial wage rise could indicate
a more immediate wage Ireezec pespecs
tive. Alternatively, a meagre award
could indicate an immediate perspective
of confrontation with workers militancy.
The middle course chosen indicates 3
temporary reprieve,

Overall, following the high expectation
over the past few months, it can be
recognised that despite the more progress
sive approach of the Labor Government;
the Arbitration Commission only Serves
the employers' interests, It diverts
workers from real avenues of struggles to
legalisms, Even under the most fayor=
able circumstances the workers demands
will be curtailed by this institution,
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New York Times comespon-
rnard Gwertzman, Writing on

b 51, isecretary of Defence, Elliot : .
ﬁwi by said :::r': an interview that of China and the Soviet Union can be the Saigon army, that they lorce the | > save
Al seeking by its counted on Pathet Lao into a subservient role in 3 Phnom Penh regime, and to establish a his: |
B2 ; firm lease for US domination through a L

ito send a message' to
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sts, He said that Hanol
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8Y CHRIS GRAHAM

Six delegates representing the Democrals
ic Republic of Victnam and the Provision-
al Revolutionary Government of South
Vietham arrived in Australia for a three
week visit, 1o promote their continuiug
flruggle against S immperialist _Jggh.‘:é.\iﬂn.
They are Nguyen Van Chi, Le Duy Van
and Vu Quang Chuyen from the DRV, and
?f‘ﬁ“!r"-“" Van Tien, Le Hal ind Le Mai,
irom the PRG =

The delegation will visit most ma)jor cen=
tres in Australia, They will also hold
talks with trade union i\_.lx|m1.- to enlist
E.FL"'.HU financial and ]'--Jli.l'rl\.'|| support for
their HTU?.';!C. [he visit op« ned with a
t"-m‘--l'ﬂ!l?l'l\'_ 1|.”'1l| il ‘\-'~,||.|:k":. Town 1[.!“ on
aprll 26. The mecting was chaired by
L'IIH"\'.‘.II- Federal -I-lili‘='l'-|.'~..l. [or Owverseas
Trade and Secondary Industry, Dr Cairns,

I,.!E' delegation condemned Nixon's con-
” Nlal o e i VO c h P . 5 T
S, L 1 Y .u_ 1!1:r15..,u.!._,h
: Ly press, wiliy plous stalc-
:;IU&I:--,I..I“”W 1_\||.l. ¢t that the "gloricus
f"i:‘.xlxllllltlh "":. gk Day being I.IH.IJL'i'—
sulting th 15 considered especially in-
(e 'L..L _"I this ||_‘;_ took place the day
er Anzac Day!) The impact of the

il DLW T aVE T
IWar movement has dong much to

'-'-"'\I' - g ;
HIErmMine guch milit Lrist tr . ditions.

|'=? a4 i
fag i, the \ 1CInNa Imese

JI|_-,|_|l wrvee |
€ poisible- even under a Labor Gov-

Cmment- by 1) 5
nt- | Yy the success of mass antiwar
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MLIMOTSrations

Gi..T"'
‘MY O Australians to s position ol oppos-

1tion 1o USs : S
o US iggression in Indo-China s

Nixon himself threatened further direct
attacks on North Vietnam in a speech on
May 4, In which he attempted to justify
US aggression by allegations of violation
of the January 27 agreements by North
Vietnam,
in extremely wvague terms, and consisted
essentlally of charges of 'infiltration of
men and materiel into South Vietnam'.
In a*belligerent speech, colored by the
necessity of distracting attention from the
Watergate scandal, Nixon asserted the
right of the US to continue to be a major
power in Asia,

"We shall provide a shield if a nuclear
power threatens the freedom of a nation
allied with us, or of a nation whose
survival we consider vital to our security.”

Nixon thus clearly revealed that US aims
in South East Asia have in no way changed
since the signing of the ceasefire agree- -
ments, Only the means of attaining these
ends were modified temporarily for tac-
tical reasons, The record of the Nixon
regime should leave no doubts about Nix -
on's willingness to resume full-scale war
against North Vietnam if this can be done
without the resurgence of mass protests in
the United States, and if the neutrality

Nixon is attempting to blackmail Hanoi
into accepting violations of the ceasefire
by the forces of the Thieu regime, which

is blocking attempts to carry out the other words, North Vietnam is being il e RS P PR : B
acked to .1{.-.'_@!!1[)“;‘251 for US i.mpcria]- 'n.h'L!:'r-Cr Nixon chooses this alte r:.H”" c I..I.
will depend very much on an estimate of

provisions of the ceasefire requiring the
holding of elections throughout South

Members of Ca mbodian freedom fighters wo

lietnam Peace Delegation
lisits Australia

visit has only been

nd the winning ol a maj=

ALL US MILITARY FORCES OUT OF SOUTH EAST ASIA!
STOP THE BOMBING OF CAMBODIA AND LAOS!
RELEASE ALL POLITICAL PRISONERS'
RECOGNISE THE PRG !

Demonstrate Sat. May 19

ASSEMBLE CIRCULAR QUAY WEST 10 AM
MARCH TO HYDE PARK FOR RALLY

The allegations were couched

Nixon has asserted that the
war in Cambodia results from 'North
Vietnamese aggression' yet even the US
forces give little credence to this claim,

ary Government under the terms of the degperate,

agreement. The US accuses Hanoi of
large scale infiltration of men and sup-
plies into South Viemam, of failure to
use their influence on the Cambodian in-
sugents to help bring about a ceasefire in
Cambodia, and failure to use their influ-
ence on the Pathet Lao to move promptly
toward the formation of a coalition gov-
emment in Laos,

In The New York Times of April 21 Mal-
colm Browne reported from Phoom Penh,
5Official American sources here said
today (April 20} that since the Vietnam
ceasefire three months ago, there has
been no documented evidence that
Vietnamese Communist tro0ps are serv-

Nixon is demanding that the Morth Viet- : :
ing combat roles in Cambodija."

namese abandon the South Vietnamese
liberation forces in the face of attacks by

Nixon is desperately anxious to save the

US controlled coalition, and that they
force the Cambodian insurgents 1o ac-
cept the Lon Nol regume at a time when
it is in imminent danger of collapse. In

stable regime in Saigon. If this cannot hoy
be achieved through the ceasefire accords, '
the US may try to seck iis objectives by o
4 further major assault on North Vietnam. r

3 \
isn th ose tasks the United Swmtes has ]
: the likely response of the Soviet Union I!.

Vietnam and which is attempting to seize heen unable to achieve for itself. Other- et L F ok o reneaid outbreak of |
areas held by the Provisional Reyolution- wice Nixon will order further massive air :”i” k,:d m:*l—}: I---.-Jllsl:.: s ”r“:“ o g b
‘ﬂw 2 attacks on Hanoi. United States f-h\_ stench of the Water- :;
The most immediate concern of the us gate affair is everywasie, ERisal e .11-_ !"i‘.
administration is obyi ously the fate of ation ‘-"_’-f?} War w ‘~"'1'-1_i‘-"'-‘*-'~”-- c ' ‘_' e i
'-l':'-.' j_'".'ﬁ :_:01 TC,_'.‘_,lTl"I'_‘. UIlffC'.' HJ"".“"‘-E -US ..I-. .-i.-l.._ .1|:ij b .-‘;r_, 1 ;1:' demonstrations :.‘
pressure on April 18 Lon Nol reorganised throughout the WOrld. _ .',L-'.L
the ';;m-.;rnrz‘.c'n‘ in Phnom Penh by ex- e ) e e TR A
tending the control of the regime to a Jok -‘-“j—}-t-‘_ :"-I'.' S 1L S *ﬁ".__- | r % |
group of four, Inc luding Sirik Matak, the L m"(_' Las I ' INLX O 5 ! Vel {8
man most favored by Nixon at the pres- jefeated. The anti-wart i fott ot
ant time. If Lon Nol falls, the Nixon "'|3 spond | tl"— 1 -'I’_" L i-“-_ ]”I 1nd Hid
administration is ready with anOther threats Dy f g LE & | T nG
strong-arm man o T'-:j:"]-.:u'i: him auch i --!_.II'-:’_ . l: 2 1 '.i xlr:l.lp;l .-I| {1 '“ I.'I
changes however, are unlikely o stem -'-_-]';.-_fx"u-'-*'-'hll'“';:.;'-_"ll-l ! !I'- Ifl L ! i
the tide running against the beleaguered e R T 35 -lH -I.'I. :
puppet regime in Phnom Penh. The ‘l 1|' gl 1‘1.. A .
comuplion runs o deep that 1t allecis the bl I""‘. i ey T
::'.'JT'='.':.1 L."F'.'.u E at L""r'L'r:,- ]-1."\'5_']. Y% !':JI'EK_“'L:; E".'-I-;i' from L€ FLot, ?I:'I.L Lo i
popular support, ¢ith an uninterrupted :-.:i_‘-s_:_‘. Revolutionary GOvermi | f:s 151
series of defeats for its armed forcescas be recogniscd the legitima e gove |
despite the 10iense US bombing, and ment re prese =I'.II~-’=-.: ‘.'.-.!..-r}.'r.-i{lll.1.l‘.r|-.I-- “-‘-' ':a- i |
with reports of government troops goling Vietnam,. All Qppx.--ls-_u__. of t .L_ . ~. |
aver 1o the side ol the liberation jorces, E'.a."'.'_t‘.i I irch 1n Sydney on viay 1 LT |
o - the posilion of the Government L growing support of thest ALms. {
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|

mens production brigade.

This raises the question as 1o how antiwar

an most effectively c
complete withdrawal
liidf‘-c_-hiﬂ.!. While

aclivists C ontinue
the struggle for the
of all us forces from
the US remains entre nched in the area,
the most effective form of action in Sup=
port of the right of the Vietnamese 19
¢elf-determination 18 ¢1ill the building of
massive demonstrations o people demand -

ing US w ithdrawal.

On Saturday May 3, about 1,000 people
rallied at selbourne's Tullamarine aH=
Vietnamese delegation

port to greet the 1
a Sydney.

on their arrival 1o

Victorian ALP Chairman George Crawford
addressed the rally, pointing out the dﬂ?
ermination which the Vietnamese p.-ep}i
haye shown in their long :‘;trfjgglc to throw
out the United States iraperialists. He
also emphasised the _imp-a_rt,ancc of tl;xd ;
international solidarnity efforts 1.1.11,7'.;,‘4;1 in
support of the Vietnamese all ov :J: ~1. “.'
world, He ended by Saying that the war

is not over and the need for support for the

Vietnamese gtill exists.

The Vietnamese visit must be wcicmjmd
by all antiwar activists, the trade union
movement and the Labor Government as
a means of publicising the mm"“;:f‘g
struggle of the Vietnamese .?nd_m; er
{ndo-Chinese peoples, and in Or_df;‘.urjllﬂ re-
build a powerful moyement dema “;ng
that the US get out now. Cn N!.J)' .
there will be a demeonstration 1i2 Sydney ]
which will attempt 12 lay the basis for a oo 14
revival of antiwar actions wi:-_lch are 50
vital for the victory of the Vietnamese

revelution,

e

]i aims n guv;e van Tien at Sydney meeting.
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ferent forms in Australia.

far
On Wednesday April 18 a front lawn
meeting was held at Sydney University.

anese Congress against A and H-bombs,
MP Ray Thorburn, Profesor Walker of

Usiversity and others. After the
meeting about 200 people marched to
Martin Plaza for a rally, and then to the
UTA French Airlines' offices

ey

Later that evening a meeting of about
100 people was held at the Teachers'

g s
Ry

H

ed Sato and Professor Olga Poblete of
Chile, The attendance was low in spite
of the fact that international speakers
were present,

i g

On Sunday April 15 a demonstration and
public meeting was beld in Melbourne to
protest.against the tests, The Melbowme

! 3
B Ll L
) 5 PRSP

pratest at about 1000 people. The pub-
lic meeting was chaired by Secondary

Cairns. Speakers included Gyotsu Sato,
a Fijian trade unionist and Olga Poblete,

Dr Cairns said, among other things, that

into a police state to silence opposition
to the tests there.

The French have brought forward their
testing schedule to head off protestars
who might sail into the test zone, The
usual thirty-day warning for shipping in
‘the area has been dropped. The change
of schedule also means they will be ex-
perimenting when the weather is more

- unsuitable, so that the danger of radiation
- contamination being more widespread is

. increased. Since the bombs in the com-
:lﬁ;irm will be bigger than those explod-
- &d last year, we can expect a higher
level of radpactive fallout, o

- ,ittiﬁn against the tests is also spreading

icKenzie /Lamb abortion bill, off-
M‘."“ the Medical Pmctil::e
Bill, has emerged as the mosnt
al issue of all those leading up
te elections in Victoria,
‘been substantially amended
from other Labor members,
5 of amendments have been
: : bill up to this point, but
2 hﬂﬁ: that this will be the final
- This bill would also probably be
the most misrepresented pieces
ation ever to be Zrafted, There

some glaring misconceptions

€5 of pregnancy reflects this,
elve these sections covers the init-
-. ﬁ}ﬂ?f‘“ma_ For the first twelve

_pregnancy the conditions that
ution be performed by a med-
titioner who acts at the woman's
its l]t!r;:i;gs du& Fnrmml el v
Hon, The doctor must also
= t the woman is aware of the
€5 10 abortion,

s ond of these clauses covers the 12
AREEK 1% od. From 12 1o 23 weeks
- festrictions are imposed. During
Tequests for abortion will be
h_',ﬂ%ﬁ:?iu’! practitioners
uation of the n
i‘Iﬁenl ﬂﬂsfm? iil::-
gl ical or mental health or
are of the woman or any exist-
8, greater than if the pregna
rhopated. Account may be taken
reumstances of the woman and

| bstantial risk that the child
* abnom 150 as to be seriously

tion to the French nuclear tesﬁlin
the Pacific Ocean has taken several dif-

One avenue of protest has been directed
towards demonstrations and meetings. S0
these have received moderate support.

The crowd was addressed by the Buddhist
monk, Gyotsu Sato, representing the Jap-

Federation Auditorium, Speakers includ-

daily The Age estimated the size of the

Industry and Overseas Trade Minister, Jim

the French colonialists have turned Tahiti

sts Mounted Aga

throughout the trade union movement,
The Waterside Workers' Federation has
made a proposal to the ACTU that a
nation-wide ban should be imposed on
a1l French goods and services.

Some trade unions have taken action al-

ready. The Seamen's Union will not

man any tug boats for French ships enter-
ing or leaving Australia, The Plumbers
Union has put a ban on plumbing services
to French firms and official offices.
Citra Construction Pty Ltd has been hit by
bans by building workers. Qther unions

taking action are the Waterside Workers
Federation, the Vehicle Bullders Union,
and the Amalgamated Metal Workers

Union.

The Australian Building and Construct-

ion Workers Federation and the Plumbers

Union are sponsoring a delegation (o be
sent to Paris to seek support from French
trade unions. Other unions will also be
involyed in the delegation, This isa
very progressive move because it cuts

2 cross national chauvinist attitudes to-
wards the French, and indicates that

S

Melbourne demonstration against French tests

1eMeaning of the Abortion Bill

The third of these clauses deals with the

period after 23 weeks. The condition
for this periodis simple; abortion is allow-
ed only 1o save the life of the woman,

Considering these points it is clear that
the bill provides women with a greater
power of decision than they presently
have in obtaining abortion, This increas-
e access 1o legal abortion in itself de-
creases the number of abortions perform-
€d in more advanced stages of pregnancy.

One point that the "Right to Life"
paign avoids anmeringg?i that zbﬂrﬁ:::s
will take place regardless of their illeg-
ality. Approximately 100,000 are est-
tmated performed in Australia eve
?lrezr. In addition to this, they tntaliyrr
ﬂ?:x: ﬂ!%:‘.::ccurmnce_ of spontaneous ab-
P ¢ occur in one third 1o one
I of all conceptions, Presumably

these are sanctioned as "acts of God"

THE BILL AND WOMEN,

:‘I‘:fnaniude that this bill takes towards
o €0 is encouraging, At one point the
I_Hisitlam that " "Woman' means a1y
S :_E Person ol any age", Implications
; this are far-reaching, It means that
Eil:narrmd women, "underage women"
\rim;ll-t not diserimina ted against as pre-
- Y« There are no stipulations that
molr;‘g women be accompanied by their
€13, or any allowance for moralis

lic rejections of unn ;
1a
dﬂctcn_ rried women Ijl?r

h'l;h:;:; :]1: a lwi?ﬂle concedes that men
o wheth.;:%an right ??hauwyc: in decid-
o I not an abortion will be
ztwil'e's df;ci‘:ial:lmm'l]'r;g ot o

. £act is intende
*I'.:.].-I:illnw women (o make their mw:dhd
ce, free ol any legal compulsions,

Clause 10 of the bill
€ states that offe 5
breaking the provisions of the bill Lr?:: %

bei : d
ing the pregnant woman conce me
shall be un'pr&om:ﬂ. This is a great ad-

m?;esuti existing l::st. Under present
g the woman involved is also liable

1o imprisonment. This clause also states
that "injury caused to the woman by an
lllcgnl (under this act) abortion will be
p::Lmishad in whatever manner is approp-
riate under the proyisions",

Some sections of the anti-abortion forces

also decry the ":sortion orientation” of the

bill, _They demand that instead of a bill
legalising abortion, there should be ad-
vertising of contraceptives, improved

support for single mothers, better adoption

facilities etc. All of these points are
also demanded by abortion rights support-
ers, since safe contraception would be
preferable to most women (whether used
by women or men), However, effective
and safe contraceptives are not yet wide-
ly available(even oral contraceptives are
known to have dangerous medical side-
effects for many women) and abortion
must b the right of women who become
pregnant through no fault of their own

or who decide at some stage during r.|1::
pregnancy that they do not wish to go
Lhr-::ugh with it, Under the provisions of
the bill, doctors are obliged to supply

Wor i il i
‘omen secking abortions with contracep-
tive information

COMPULSORY ABORTION?

J'im:_ﬂl:;cr crude attempt to discredit the
Position of the supporters of 2 wom llti:l'
tight to abortion is the dCcCcusation 1;1 n;r:
Il:nfl mamy anti-abortionists that the t:i.II
€ads to forced or "compulsory" abortio
The whole nature of the pmpu*:a:cll h:llh“.
totally negates this distortion, | k6
thing is the case it is ti.
l::rn:tia who wish to
oo all women b maki borti
legaT question, '"I'hq:slc!:;i!::;'mIU” j
that the bill forces mudjicqﬁ peo le e
}’Z:r.funnl abortions aga inst l]ni'l_r -l!."h i
This point is one that the bill IT c
attention to, The i Sy Lrl--lh'-.
account the hi ’1]]&.- overs have taken into
e l;t_[.g,.lfj,- emotional atmosphere
it ‘?,_ e lisue, even among the

Cal sections of the community,

_ I amy-
the anti-abortion

also claim

% £ -
E:;ll;b:gjt]-:b-{i'-n-utmj to this point, In
e s s la.ll.lu:a:-_ itates that no person
sl ;3 Y Or in any other way bound
participate in any abortion against ;

inst French Te

impose thelir "moraliny”

neither the Australia ' 9
the French working g?a:mhliIHS_ Gh
to gain from the nucleay m:tr: nytl
action is the best way to lehl' J%
Already about eighty French Ve re;

ion groups have planned dem:uu. :
in major cities across France,

On Monday May 7 th '
The Australian r‘:pﬂrtedﬁthn:tuﬂ 1 L
onstrations against the nucleas o
place during the weekend in mﬁm“
cities of Toulouse and Mﬂntpclli:;u

L]

The decision of the In 5
federation of Free Tm&ir?};i::l Com.
recent .c{mferc:ncg in Mexico mil its

a surprise.because it is Cﬂnt:mllg;l:‘ a
tendencies of the extreme right

The ACTU was represented Win
The confederation called on its 41 'h.
lion members in 94 countries to likI:I:]-]

necesssary action against the French

The other level of protest action ha
come from the Australian Gwemm:
Attorney-General Lionel Murphy "ﬁhl.
assigned to put Australia's case to the
[nternational Court of Justice, The
French Government has indicated that it
will not be affected by the court's d'gt
cision because it claims that this i;g-
case involving 'national security' and
thus the court has no ju.risdiction.'

The Australian Government is

to send HMAS Supply, with a féf:f:::::
crew, to accompany the New Zealind
?-essel Canterbury to the test zone if

it achieves a favorable decision from
the International Court of Justice, Un-
fortunately, the Government has indicat-
ed that if the court rules against Australia

the Government will take no further
action,

Obviously the French Government is
not going to pay any attention to the

¢ ourt's decision, The point is that the
tests could easily be stopped if the Prime
Minister, Gough Whitlam, would sail
into the test area himself, The trade
union rank and file will need to keep up
pressure on their leaders and the Govern-
ment to take direct action against the
tests. The Government must make sure
it has HMAS Supply in the test area in
order tb prevent the tests from proceeding.

l;:ilthcr their medical or moral judgement
of the situation, A statement takeén oo
Oath that the person objects on whatever
grounds are applicable, will be sufficient
proof of that objection, No discrimination
or penalty will be incurred by any refusal
to take part in a termination,

Women's liberationists at least would
welcome some safeguard that a woman
cannot be refused alternative information
about where they can receive an abortien
if she consults a doctor who is personally
unwilling to perform it,

At present it appears that the bill has no
chance of being passed on May 10, €ven
!I amended further. The Federal Pari-
iamentary Labor Party decided on May 2
that the bill will go to a yote when it is
put on May 10, The Labor Caucus decided
that 3} hours will be devoted to debate
of the bill, Allocation of only this short
time to discuss a bill of such Importance
is a clear indication that its defeat is seen
as a foregone conclusion, It also illus-
trates that the Government wants the bill
dealt with quickly before the State elec-

5

tions in Victoria, Members of both Laber
and Liberal parties have a "eonscience”®
vote on abortion, According to Oppos-
ition Leader Snedden most Liberal mem=

bers will vote against the bill, There has 1
been limited support so far for the proposa|
that abortion be the subject of a judicial
inquiry in the ACT,

THE FUTURE OF THE STRUGGLE

The result of the vote on the McKenzigy

oi2d bill has provided the abortion rights
movement with a renewed impetus 1€
struggle, The bill is only round one ol
the fight, Even if an amended form 15
passed, the struggle will continue fof
complete repeal, until women are no log-=
ger bound 1o restrictive and -JF'I"'T'E“WE laws

l[{-‘l"“”E to their own bodies and their OWE
ives,

Lamb bill on May 10 will have only @
temporary effect on the struggle for the
right of women (o abortion, IfiL 15 lost,
'-::\."‘-J':IH.'IE will eontinue Lo I'ig:h'[ for this
right- the heated debate which was Sparks
ed off by the annocuncement of the prop=
i
|

1 conference of Australian
¥a mf;lul::;ri-;';'l_} was held in Sydney
: Twenty ﬁ:iml
bout fifty alternate del-
dtleﬁatﬂdﬂzg;-n-crs ;|ttw¢nd1:d the t'.lu:ce
egil s::_[r:_eru:n(,l‘.‘ which discussed motions
oay Ea«d by the Labor youth organis-
in each statt. AYL is the highest
th appendages 1o the
and motions
"!Lusml i+ are sent to the ALP Federal
In the past this has been
. and as such it has

dent Identity.

large numbers of young
vfnhﬂess:mﬂi?:g o activate the

i re s )
radicals .'Ls Labor Jssociations, and this

ﬁ:gr:’;“md in the motions passed at

[hﬂ' cunfclt' nce.

e resolutions covercd a large numb-
er of LOpics: Following is a summary of

{he moOre lm}‘rﬂflﬂnt Ones.

jon was carried concerning
?;:?;ﬁt:nd contraception which
ted in part nThe Federal Labor Gov-
?mment must suppart the -Elernand,s of
pgmen 10 repeal 211 abortion laws :m::l i
;::r afe, eely available contraception
It went’nn to wge Fedcr_al Government
port for a demonstration on June 3'51
’ﬁ.md these demands. A further moton
Llled for an end to discrimina ticfn
against women in all Federal legis-

jstion and regulations.

on on stude ntrights began "The
#ﬁhbm Council gives it# support
and ecouragement O the forms of
digect action, including the June 6
actioas of the I National Edueation
Action Coalition', used by Secondary
School Students in combatting the ramp-
_ot authoritarianism evident in many
schools” and went on o list certain

rights students are denied.

Motions were passed calling for an end
to foreign bases in Australia, the abol-
ition of the Australian Security
Intelligence Organisation (A S10), the
Awtralian Security Intelligence Service
and the Joint Intelligence Organisation,
.nd the destruction of these organis-
stions' files, The latter motion also
demanded that "names of all ASIO

paid informants in the Labor, working
class and Socialist movements should be
published for the information of those
people on whom they have been spying. "

Three motions were passed on industrial
3nd ecomonic matters. The first "affirms
along with the maj ority of the labor
movement, its strongest opposition to

any form of penal sanctions against
unions, their members and their
representatives,

The second motion condemned the use
of wage controls as a means of "solving'
the present economic crisis. It counter=
posed the sharing of available work,
that is, the reduction of the working
week without loss of pay, to eliminate

Students Fight for

BY BERNIE MURPHY

Ihe lack of control by students over the
U“W_m Board, governing body of the Uni-
Vemity of Sydney Union resulted in a
confontation between the board and the
union membership during the first week
of term, The immediate issue was the
E'h"l:'l.riilﬁ dth'.liii‘:'n o ,.-_10_;0 tl'lt.' }_",cvcﬁ',

. lﬂ"":?‘liii‘. eating place on campus at 4
Pm, instead of the traditional 7,30 pm,

;EH'”'“ dissa tisfaction with this decision
;an “‘1": B“‘-”}!'S general conduct ef the
nlon's affairs expressed itself in a series
-Ellf Occupations of the Bevery, The gen-
;’;llfic{'hnq was that these occupations
i force the Board to reyerse its de-
:1;“;;‘37 When Phil Jones, president of
the Hornu:-;l made it perfectly clear that
450 tu‘rik '-'4.01.:|d not reverse its decision,
. m..,:“",lt I‘|.L-x at .1'|‘n..‘ last occ upation yvoted
R Iﬂ,.ltJ-IIFTlLT‘U)t}' to campalign for v:'lde
ulion t'-g RI '*'liligt':« .[ﬂ the Union's constil=
'3Culh.-.: I]‘lt'., ultrlm.ltu financial and ex-
decisions in the hands of a Gener-

al Meeling of the ra
ACTION 5oy - ienc SO RIEEE

dT:-:E:l:aa:llun of the Union Board to this
T t«;r:rn-:m showed their realisation
€irs was a position of privilege and

abor Youth C

w

F_ E i
i

v_—‘.‘ ;e

T

on

unemployment, and an escalator clawse
in all awards, by which wages would
rise automatically with any increase in
the cost of living to counter inflation,

The third resolution called for nation-
alisation under worker's self-manage-
ment and without compensation of
industrial menopolies and the major
financial institutions,

A motion on Vietnam stated inpart:

"Conference affirms that peace can
only be guaranteed by the total diseng-
agement of all US, forces from Indo-
China, and recognises the need for
continued antiwar demonstrations to
force the Nixon Adminstration to accede
to this demand, Conference therefore
endorses the antiwar action on May 19."

The resolution listed the demands of this
action, and called on the Federal Gov-
ernment to officially recognise the
Provisional Revolutionary Government
of South Vietnam,

The AYL conference also demanded the
withdrawal of all Australian military

personnel from Singapore and Malaysia
and an end to military sup
nesia, A resolution on nuclear testing
in part stated "we cdlon the Federal
Government to suspend diplomatic

for Indo-

and economic relations with France
until such time zs the French agree to
~ancel future nuclear testing in the
Pacific,"

With few exceptions thes¢ motions were
carried unopposed. Some delegates who
in the past had been notably conserv-
ative were found supporting these
proposals in very radica terms. And
while less than half the motions sent to
AYL could be discussed in the time
available, the priority was given to the
radical, action oriented proposals and
those which would pressure the Federal
Labor Government to extend the prog-
ressive changes it has instituted since it
took office last Dece mber.
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erence

Ficstly the

Nowever, the radical and independent-
ist direction of Young Labor associations
has offended many of the State Labor
partjes. This was shown most graphic-
ally in the clash between the most
radical YLA, the Tasmanian group, and
the most conservative branch of the ALP,
the Tasmanian State branch. As a result
of this, the YLA there was reconstituted
in a way designed to destroy It growing
Socialist Left. The restructured Young
Labor has not yet begun to function,

Therefore a decision made at the
beginning of the conference to accept
the credentials of the Tasmanian
delegation -- composed of people
active in theYLA before fts disband-
ment -- was especially important, It
showed that AYL will not accept attacks
on its affillates passively, either by
outside organisations or by conservative
ALP bureaucrats. A similar attack was
made against NSW Young Labor and
the association was barred by the NSW

ALP from making any public statements.

As is usual with all such functions,
delegates were subjected to long
addresses from leading Labor parliam-
entarians, Despite wide coverage in the
media of a speech by Al Grassby,
Minister for Immigration, in which he
attacked racism, his refusal to give
direct answers to guestions on the
acceptance of US draft resisters and the
right of women to control their own
bodies offended most delegates. In
contrast, Senator Doug McClelland,
Minister for the Media, after speaking
and discussing the changes which the
ALP was bringing about in the media,
was unanimously applauded when he
replied to one question that a wom:=n
chould have the right to comtrol her
own body without any interference.

The conference reflected the uneven

way in which the curent youth radical-

isation has affected the Young Labor
associations . The ideas of these young

ople were expressed in the resolutions
adopted by the conference. Yet in manoy

‘same old

L2

cases the delegates were the

NSW Young Labor Conference, held the

Democratic Union

got very keen on this idea either, so they

power well worth prﬂt{:cting.
Board 'noted' the names of a group of
students who had be enrunning < food co-
operative in the Bevery 1o replace fhe
cut services, Clear hints were given to
these persons @ desist or be expelled

{rom the Union, This incident was an

attempt o intimidate anyone who n[rpaztd
the policies of the Union Ekjuhi. Sm.ﬂz -
ly, the Board tried to de-rail the move=

ment for constitutional changes by con-
ducting a bogus referendum to decide 7
the closing hours of the Bevery. The idea
being peddled with the referenduwm was
that decision making was democratic Il:.n
the Union, hence forth students would be
consulted, and there was no need for
changing the present system.

the referendum indicated
ut the whole situ-
yoted to re-open
the students were

the Board.

The results of
4 couple of things abo
won. Eighty per cent
the Bevery at night -
in disagreement with

Aeyery is not Y&
c:uduﬁ was no check on the Boa

did not constitutionally bind them.
whole episode was diversionary.

the refer-
rd, it
The

nwhile the move to change the con-
:tj.li‘::?atiﬂn had forced the calling of a gen-
eral meeting of the Union to consider

the prOpused changes The Board was

. _'.r.l.--..--.----d‘"

decided the meeting would be held in a
dining hall during lunch hour, "let
them reach any decisions thcre._" This
ploy was {ollowed at the last minul€ by
1 statement from the Union's president

that the meeting had to be postponed for

four weeks because onc of the notices
constitutionally required to be pos

informed the Board of this fact would,
president Jones said, take t

The presideht told the leaders r_:vf the
movement to change the constitution

that he would sue anyone who intimated

it was himself,

[ntimidation, confusing and delaying

tics, threats of resort to the legal sys-
e, pa.r;phemlia.nf
er of losing 1S

ten — these are all the
a privileged group in dang

position, The Union Board is just such a

. The Constitution of the Union
gmzl:ed it by the University Senate,
places all power Over

members having any SY.

it ec IIEDI']F. : eing the righ
Membership of the Union i::ﬂil’p fee of mdepand:h:ﬂ Organis

for undergraduates, A memb

ted on the
campus had been ipadvertantly put on the
WIong notice-board, The person who had
he Union to the

uity Court if the meeting want ::zhead.
%e t:r,:::atrm: of the person was not disclosed,

the Union's affairs
in its hands with no provision for ordinary

right and centre careerists, forced by
changing conditions to adopt a left
stance, :

This was shown by the method of
election of the AYL executive. The
election of these positions was not
decided by the political merits of the
candidates, but instead the vote
trading which typifies Labor politics
was the rule,

The 1973 Awstralian Young Labor
conference has a number of lessons for
young soclalists within the YLAs and
the ALP, The first of these is that
given sufficient time, all levels of
Young Labor will reflect the current
radicalisation,

As already mentioned, AYL has no
real independent existence. Yet at
the same time it Is mot as restricted as
the state Young Labor assoclations
which are under continual pressure
from their separate ALP branches.

T he decisions which supported the anti-

war action on May 19, the NEAC student o
rights campaign activities on June 6 L.
and the pro-abortion and contraception & 4
demonstrations on June 30 were a big, '
step forward, They brought AYL into -
the arena of extra-parliamentary ?4
politics -- that is, in support of indep-
endent mass action. IIH"
Also, with its delegate w ALP Federal - B
Conference and because it is a part of A
the ALP, AYL exerts some influence . i
within the party. By providing and 3 I
publicising socialist solutions to present ¥ -j";ﬁ!
problems, both in economic and other i13~
areas, it can help to build the real left
forces within the party. i
The firal lesson can be learnt from the .‘_{-I
response of younger delegates and [t
ohservers to the method of election of . by
the executive. Their response was ' 'I'*!;
disgust and it should be known that no ﬁj
number of back-room deals can stop 1_.1!

the politicos being thrust aside by the a o
rising current of the new radicalisation.
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weekend before national conference.

$20 per year ($45 for freshers) is also

compulsory. The Board of the Union is
thus granted $400, 000 per year with no
strings attached, They j}]’ﬂ?]d‘ﬂ'h}"f the ! |
general membership such facilities as ]
they feel the generml membership should 1
haye. For themselyes there are slush fund
dinners attended by the veream" of
saciety. This system, laid down by the
Senate of the Univerity, is protected by
the Senate. Any amendment o the
Union's constitution can be vetoed by the

Senate,

o e T W
- =

The fight for a democratic Union has two
sides to it. Firstly the fight against the
Union Board and then the inevitable fight
against the Senate. The Senate 1s made
up of big businessmen, Liberal Party
members of parliament and aging prof-
essors, These people sucturc the Uni-
yersity to provide big business with the
raduates they need. That.means of course
that students must never be allowed to
organise independently of the Senate
eyen to provide for their own cellective
welfare. That way lies the danger of
having independently thinking graduates.

Any concerted effort to democratise the
s to be a real fight, the
s ﬁomima o t of students to an
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slogan has it; "Hamer makes it happen".

bor to Power on May

.

il

9

onment is justla facade., While the Prem-

. BY JIM McILROY'

In December last year the ALP was swept
into power in the Federal sphere. This
- decisive change in government was the
- consequence of a great popular movement
a a Liberal /Country Party adminis-
~ tration wgi:h w;; responsible for the most
.~ comservauive and oppressive i
@ pericd of 23 years, S e
B Ve Agtlian peop!
. n people tumed towards
S Labor for answers to the great problems of
i 1 g the day: the Vietnam war, inflation and
) % unemployment, the right to abortion,
equal pay and other women's issues, black

 rights, homosexual rights, poll
ights, ution
E mﬁn and a host of athepf matters,

Quite so. Educational inequali bad
hﬂu?ing and high rents, disgrimir:a’tiﬂn
against woinen, rapidly rising prices,
high unemployment, attac.s on the right
1o strike, threatened wage freezes, dis-
crimination against blacks, migrants and
other minority groups, transport chaos
destruction of the environment and ram-
pant pollution, Yes! Hamer makes
these happen!

The Victorian Liberal Party under
!‘;{:E ké;hccamn renowned for its
Tva , €ven by national Li
naud;rd_s. Victoria was, 1o quui;hgi?l
Henry himself the "jewel in the crown
of the Liberal Party.” That was after
the retention of certain seats in Victoria
belped the Liberal /Country Party coalit-
10n 0 survive in the 1969 Federal elec-
rl.mrfs. ; But in 1_9?2 the tables were turned,
t was in Victoria that the main swing to
Labor came, particularly in the outer
suburban seats, It is these, mainly, on

h’hifh the L . )
fiee present State elections will

The victory of Labor nationally has meant

A number of welcome changes. These

include an end to conscription, and to all
ustralian military involvement in Vietnam,

: ;&ﬂﬁ for equal pay for women, abol
- ition of the anti-union * o enl 5
: L T4 LG ank) penal ‘s
~ the ﬁ‘r:;j?m T:tand other n!::s‘::es.ﬂf
X LF0 meant a growing confidence
engst all those ing against
ession, including further militancy
trade unionists, concrete support
_:Vianm.; ﬂwmr;e: EEG’ and, in par-
& movement for
existence of a Federal Gove
;!H:PBLE ﬁﬂber of newm;nu::'ltiom
clively broaght forward t (v
between ) socialint and a refomms  some P15 f the record of the
the 1abore 2 te /Hamer Liberals include: Complete

pective wii
. :_*!n-ﬂie;guc’!tty T enial of the right of women to 3 ort
i mer recently sa I 00 changes o
1
c;npriens:nt law were necessary, lgt al:nc
S E m;:n:.pea;. Continual attacks on
Or instance, the §
stc:;:rzlmc nti's_pemin:iaus role in mt:tgi
o ﬁ::‘:mmt}f Commission strike in gI".l'm':
i alley in early 1972, and the
muh:r:wﬂmmnul 's threats 1o penalise
aid Li];-g’m]ni masse, for striking, in 1971
s' ba for price rises, and

Young peaple in their tho
usands {1

out last year to support the Labor g:rl:id
p}::tlgn and throw out the Liberals, It is
;mlszfmbi;ﬂl of government, the same
5 : ' party, the same sort of

ppressive policies which make up the
Hamer State administration, 5

- have been some of the frui
s Federal victory last DB{TE:'I:;:_

h #ictm‘ian State Illtcﬁ '

m._g new challenge before ?::h:a;iﬂg
;ﬂ“ l?il MS:&:. Either re-elect
by Is and face more of the
T and oppressive policies of

* years, or elect Labor and take

i on the road eat o
Hing-class Eﬂpﬂl[ﬁﬁ}n iuflepthdt:nt, recently ma wige fréeze, mer
. action in Whila blamiut; Eh, ea of a wa
" “0
high inflation e

ge freeze
rs' wage dermnands ICI:

ce is clear-cut, Whatey

. e :! A y

cter'of the Liberal Parky in the jor ™™
mihm.er merely bends 3 little

!s[e Ll "
| % a:a'nd :L:l;:g“::f' while inner gub.
. £ me = =class schoo] 4
T i e e
. = 5 4 1“ |
i this co i the same time the I‘EEUI:E:-I;::WL’ng. B
else Country gi;:?pprrfy teachers at the »-.-i'.l;:rfulh
Th;cfib;nm:r'il Education De pannumr::tn
€ny any democrati -
to State employees, :ndL:::E:t:lf:;nghu

10nal yviews among

fhnmr of Liberal pol

ddministration in the Stﬂﬂut‘;}; wg_
i was mE[#lY more

uige when he told strikers

pa I-ETI ;Eaim[ opposit

teachers,

m up and down all day The Liberals' poljc :
et nCer mm; but it wouldn't S _ ullding - '_ltm'
g ir demands, or [ {TU-M“E commission flats fa:t?ﬂ\l -
» Who were call- | 1etorian Liberal Government 1 poor
» a3 "ratha gy and compulsorily from its o ent acquires
Owners, and

sells it chea
Ply to A,V Jenni
; = an 2l n 5
gr::::v?:il:“hg Companies, to hﬁlintium%:
¢ o "
vast prafit), ERERLLPT thE well-off (ata

type of Liberal polit-

10 100l people that he is

_ -fange. Nothing of
the current Libers) cainépa ign  Hamep!
IMEr's concem for pollution and envir

e s e e e e
'| 8 r
L, ﬁ'\lr_;,. g
S o
LI s

ier mouths platitudes, the State's forests

are plundered, Esso-BHP is despoiling Wes-

ternport Bay, oil pipelines threaten the
waters of Port Phillip Bay, Victoria's

creeks and rivers are
hazard,

a major health

On these, and s0 many other areas, the

Hamer Liberals are

anathema to the

interests of the working people of Victoria.

Their policies are directed primarily at

preserving the profits

of their backers,

the employers who control this society,

The ALP is a different sort of party. It
1s the party of the trade unions, the

party of the working

people. Its struct-

ural links to the organisations of workers
means that it is constantly buffeted by

the pressures of this base,

The aspirations

o the working peopl
ple and the oppressed
E‘E over-whelmingly directed tﬂi‘aré
or, As it was federally, so it is in the

tate sphere,

The election of a2 LaborC JVeErnmment in

Victoria is necessary a

8 acomplement to

the Federal Government, It would repres-

E[T a Iurth?r sign of heightened working
class consciousness, a more total rejection

of the parties of the bi

While the Liberals rule
bosses will have availa
most direct instrument
will - their strongest w

g employers,

in Victoria, the
ble to them the
of their political
cipon to hold

dm-..r 1] £
n the movements of workers and the

oppressed, Labor must

be elected in

Victoria and every other State

Labo = E

rcﬂeiéﬁhw In the Victorian elections

mmt. : e broad pressures to which it
respond. A central focus of the

parliamentary leader
policy speech
1on, He said: "If the
€arner has to justify
we'll make ind

T‘I'.Iﬂ' Euggcﬂtﬁd e nlcd\’,,

m&ssm:g”, 1o make an
Price rise, is certainly

o deal with the proble m

policy is couct

fm:ds of the w
‘ :

1.timr 5 constituency

education, housine.

tr;mlspurt, social

enviroment,

gy €

Labor is
duce the 35 hour We
ment departments,

abolish al]
'J:'t:rul pre-;
nstitute plannin

;ntm..'sl duvulopngwlx?:
ion will be :
rights will be
democratic ri
civil servants
:hip.

school fee

Strength
-
ghts for

Laws protec

These and ma:
1::1t=or responds to the
it 1:~:m:-'txtucn-:}-

ied in terms w hich are

direct response to to the

1al services,
industrial affs irs
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~school educat
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-t _ ting (CEra mts
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¥ Other policies

Clyde Holding's

was the question of inflat-

vage and sala ry

= 3 hi.gher inceme,
iy Justify higher prices, "

a "prices com-
dcceptable!
quite inadequate
But Labor

|
most immediate

orking people, They are

Similjr]y with
onsumer affi 'u.--,
pollution and

xll'ld 50 0n,

essively intro-

ek in Spate Govern-

crash programme of L:.:t::m will begin a

1901 building

5, introduce uni-

1on Labor will

urbian and enviro-
Consumer protect-

Hghtened up, Ciyvil

ened, including
achers and other
duction in CEnsor-

. rap-
strengthened
; show how
Lo a 3 i :
f0cial aspiradons of

Clyde Holding

At the same time, Labor's pl '
certainly not a socialist plat?oig:m];;
not even particularly radical when =
compared to the Federal platform, Hold
ing is nol to the left of Whitlam, .'lhm-
are solid reforms for working people in
it, but no real answers to the p

social crises of the day. There is little
in the policy which will cause intelligent
employers to lose much sleep, :

Holding as much as Whitlam, seels to
pose as an acceptable alternative ad-
ministration for the capitalist state, Any
suggestions of socialism in Labor's plat-
form are played down entirely, Holding
absolutely refuses to confront head on
the major issues and offer solutions which
really are in the interests of the working
people,

Qut“:sti_oned on his attitude to the repeal
of anti-abortion laws, Holding replied
that: "Abortion on request, [ do not
support. " His answer to this central is-
sue has been to call for a Royal Com-
mission (yet again), This is only a stall-
ing measure: the issues are guite clear,
It is one of democracy, and a woman's
right to choose, The Labor leadership's
refusal to face up to this, threatens (o
alienate many of Labor's best supportens.

It strengthens the hand of the right-wing
and the "Right to Lifers", :

On prices, Labor's policy is also wishy-
washy, It does not face up to the real

need - to confront the bosses and chal-
lenge their right to expropriate the pro-
duct that the workers create, A prices

jL]uLtificﬂtiﬂn commission is nO answer at
d

So far Labor's campaign in Victoria has
not captured the enthusiasm of the Federal
campaign of 1972, This is partly due (©
it being a State election only, concemned
with less dramatic questions,

But it is also due to the failure of the
Labor leadership to provide a real class
struggle altemative to the Liberals, It
is essential to build and agitate G}""-'ﬂhf
around such an alternative programime.
The Victorian Soclalist Left provides
basis and strength for such a challenge.,
It is essential to take such a dynamic
approach - to use the election period
to press for the most radical demands,
to build a truly mass based socialist al=
ternative within the ALP.

I'he demands thrown up by the struggles of
people against their oppressionare the best
basls for this: the women's rights moves
ment and po *icularly the issue upon
which the re. ctionary forces have chosen

to fight - abortion, Another such area ©
struggle is rhe threat of riging prices and
unemploym nt and how to fight them.
20cialists m st call for victory 10 the ALP
in the Victorian State elctions, Such@
Yictory Is a step forward [Or working
E-.:\-,..;ut._ , a possibility to gain further con=
:11:.: 3, : nd a stage from which new vic=
l-:'n'.:--. rl .J i l"'- won, It provides an oppert-
[ it F the real issues to be brought Int@
-lﬂ-,l .IE‘.:.\,I‘ r'll-ll_'_TTl_I-I-

e
ok
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B

sute to a se€
laup
gracs

ﬂolding

k issue,

R

Set 0 Reverse nflaion? _

seems obvious, Scope also quoted
Amalgamated Metal Workers Union
arganiser and Socialist Left activist
Percy Johnson, who said:

sl
I'a L

y(iE DOUGHNEY

~1vde Helding
sader Cly de Ho
petr mingly lervent
¢s in the Party's
Victorian State
yoting figures &1 the price
ommodities, such as a
' » price of
jncreasc 10 the pr
ﬂ-n;d onlons and a 12 perce n‘t
il the price ol lnmb,Hnldmg
;noutiinc the intentions of an

mment,
A nﬂ:ifﬂgc and salary earner has
HJ, 5 higher fncome, WE will
= ry justify higher prices, ...
d increases will not be

hli."j i =
(!L o h‘ig buji.ni;-

= {or the
i 5|1*-¢Ch

nomy will figure
s ?f s -m‘:r? thS}SLalE elgctiun
: 15 has been mridcn-::lcd
by the avid attention dlS-Plﬁ]'ﬂd
, the contesting parties

pow the Liberal State Gov-
under polte and lately ltin'mer,
d to the whims of the big
husiness interests which it represents.
the 0 :
ed queues in an attempt Lo
.T: mn&gﬁm; conditions of the
workers and their willingness 10 strike, the
Liberals stood firm with the employers.

+ when inflation is beginning o
rol Hamer comes out

aly and"floats" the idea of a ‘f_priceg
aod incomes policy" . E‘cing the direct
.-gpmenuth-cs of the big companics,
yho through their monopoly control of
the economy are able to raise their

ices when it suits them, the. m_le
chjective of Liberals is to maintian

fits, The "prices and inCOMES policy"
in fact boils down to a WAgE freeze for

workers.

This is the type of measure, along wi't‘h
restrictions on the right to strike, which
can be expected from 2 Liberal State
Government if it is returned on May 19.
[z addition there remains the still

- joally unacceptable levels of unemploy-

ment.

And nov
tout of cont

Bt what of the Labor Party? Where
does it stand in practical terms as the
mrty representing working people on
these vital mat cers?

However aggressive Holding's rhetoric
in attacking inflation may have sounded
the practical proposals for action were
more in keeping with the conservative

BY JENNY FERGUSON

The questior of women's rights in last
yealk Federal elections was a central
The
ation movement and the strong supporl
and identification of the majority of
women with its demands has forced all

ind their problems,

elections has certianly been around

body has become the central political
d_*’b“'f-‘- The Church along with a
?nl':glu range of other reactionary
€5 are using this issue to push back
the entire women's movement, They
’:""PJ not want any changes which will
Haw women an alternative to endless
child-bearing, and increased control
over their lives, This is swummed up

quite aptly by one arch reactionary, Dem-
:’c””*t Labor Party Senator McManus who
tated; "The most popular argument of

the abortionists is that women should

have the right to decide what 1o do with

I_Lhth bodies, This argument iz foolish
and illogical,

iy for a woman suicide, drug taking,

Fimm”tm“- jay walking, excessive car
Ifcd* and a host of other unacceptable
Practices." (The Age, April 17, Melb-
ume). The Liberal , Country and Demo-

cratie )k
rlic Labor parties have always stood

Oppasition because they all have a vested

in - ink
t€rest In retaining a system where

Women are housekeepers and child-mind-

e o i
c;::dﬁ’-ng socially unpaid work, or act
ap r¢serve of labor,

growth of the women's liber-

pirties to some degree to consider women
The central focus of this years Victorian

abartion. The whole question of whether
4 woman has the right to control her own

Such a claim would just=

ALP leadership he represents, The "anti-
inflationary” action projected would
amount to the appointment of a Prices
Commissioner, along the lines of what
the South Australian Labor Government
has operating, and the establishment

of a Department of Consumer Affairs.

These proposals, and indeed Holding's
pledge to "set out to reverse the
inflationary trend," reflect the very
contradictory position of the ALP
generally along with the needs of the
Federal ALP Government in relation to
the rule of the States, On the one hand
the need to do something about
inflation is a reaction to the genuine
hardship experienced by Labor voters,
that is the working people, as prices
rise and real wages fall, On the other
we see a response to the needs of the
employers, who wish to see some cut
back in the 8-9 percent rate of infl-
ation, presently existing throughout
Australia, at the expense of the working
class and not themselves, It is this
g--up of employers which the Federal
Government is trying to please with its
economic policies,

So it is in this light that we must

me came last year for expanding oyamine the policies proposed by Hold-

ing in this state campaign, L the first
instance the machinery to control prices
of a "Prices Commissioner” and a Dep-
artment of Consumer A ffairs will be as
toothless as the Federal Prices Justific-
ation Tribunal., At amy rate, can there
be such a thing as a "justified” price
rise when workers wages are continually
being eroded?

But, secondly and more importantly,
what then would be the role of such
bodies, in particular the "Prices

Commissioner”? The answer is provided

in the May 1 editoriz] of The Age,
where this influential mouthpiece of
Labor-supporting capitalists cautiously
appraised the efficacy of Holding's
economic policy :

mArractive and admirable though

much of the Labor programme certa inly
is, not everything can be accepted with-

further explapation,
The proposal for a State Prices Comm-
Tssioner may be useful, even vital, as
part ol a Federal- States prices and

incomes poliCy sause

out reservation or

hich has

Coming from a newspaper W
frecze

congistently argued for a Wage

<ince Labor took oflice, it doesn't take
which way the

much imagination to se¢
wind is blowing.

So the anti-inflationary” measurcs
outlined by

Abortion the Key Issue in

The anti-abortionists haye organised a
ampaign and are
They
is capable of gra nting
because it represents
¢ working people a n:.'!i
5 e “hlitj Part of her campaign leaflet ﬁ:ﬂ_dﬂ n]
Member's Bill to

s on abortion, . .10 pre=

vent abortion being used as a separate
prevent women's

massive propaganda <
focusing their Sttack on the ALF.
know that the ALP
women this right
the majority of

ic not tied to big business
profit from the oppressior
has already stated ort for &«
pay, low cosl child-care h‘.“hufb'-

ing discrimination against women in
educational and work spheres,
up community clini
natal care,

1 of women.

; ' f abortion however, it ; 7
5 I?Llﬁ'—éﬁi“a? ?10;-p;rﬁ' attitude, "h::w- issue by calling for "n:p-i:al a‘ii_lall aboﬂe
DA "}:: Eﬂ ;Ec;n about whether 1@ reform ion Lm:s‘, but EIEE{]S to auT, .atsll‘ﬂﬁ;s r
ing the '*;1 laws on abortion up to the campaign within the party -t i%.
or repeal the 7 5 doing this it will gain SITONEET support ,

1conscience' of the indi
This represents 4 compro
part of the ALP with t
sentiments of a sec
also caving
who Op L
ion. e po
is quite differents
Policy Committee
the Victorian
jsation ol abo ]
for the State elections.

mise on the

] is in direct compliance
Lhte e ssed last August, at
ing for abolition of
laws; this was supporied by

oting were 188 men
Jorlty, {X Even though

ition on abortion

with a motion pa

Srate Council, call
all abortion
a stahutory ma
~165 for and 23 agalnst).
in the Victorian ALP's pos

is clear, withou

invalid. Althoug
ership has publicly announce

§a
. disapproval of laborti

"{emphasis added)

Holding are just some more

its support for equal
end-
and setung

cs for pre and post
and contraceptive services.

vidual palitici:n.

he most reacrionary
tion of the party, and

the forces outside ol
by bort-

has been pressuring
leadership to adopt legal-
rtion as part of its policy.

the Federal pelicy makes their position

its
on on mquﬂt' and

of the same old Hamer story, albeit

with a more radical gamish. The pol-
lcies, therefore, are not only ineffective
in the face of rising prices but contain
dangerous implications for working
people throughout Victoria.

At the special Premiers' Conference
(initiated predominantly by Hamer) the
Federal Labor Government is likely to
seek the powers to institute a wage
freeze, A wage freeze is not necessarily
an immediate result from the Premiers'
Conlérénce, What is important is that
the machinery for such a freeze be set
up, The wage freeze ls, of course; not
going to come under this name, It would
come under the title of a "prices and
incomes policy”. Such a pelicy will
require the full co-operation of the
states.

In fact such a programme of wage
controls and so-called restriction on
price rises would constitutionally have
to be the subject of Federal-State agree-
ment, It would suit Whitlam down 10
the ground to have a responsive govem-
ment in the crucially important state of
Victoria,

itate the implementation of Whitlam's
own plans without 100 much obstruction

from the conservative Liberal State Gov-—-

ermments,

Holding and his parliamentary associates

{it into this schema very easily. But it
is a schema that working people should
have no part of and nor should the ALP

as a party based on the trade unions, The

whole concept of a "wage freeze" culs

right across the rights of workers to fight

for improvements in their living cond-
itions = even moreso
ary spiral, which essentially emanates
in the United States, will not cease

however much the ALP leaders assure us

it will,

Not all of the memLers of the Victorian

ALP see things in the sam¢ light as
Holding.
the views of the left in the ALP, issued
4 backhanded warning to the ALP brass
in the April 19 issue.

In an article entitled

cept. Not acc
the
by the left at the

passing ©f a motion by the
which backed union oppdsition (O the

Hamer plan.

ic. Elections

has hoped that by calling for an inquiry
into abortion to be able to save-face until

candidates

One

4 fter the elections, many
arc openly supporting abortion.

Balwyn, Coxsedge 1S running
ist Left candidate,

will move a Private
eliminate all law

medical problem... @

the most progressive position on this

{rom women especially.
The presen
¢, - at working

+ through the system.

without it for their demands,

the ALP from bac :
mises, and to force it to adopt 2

r&ical and progressive attitude towa
Women comprise a large sec-
tion of the working class on whose su

lleglance the ALP depends.
tand Gpe e the interests of

lass it claims to represent, and
ey , it must relate: %o the

women.

Labor is really to serv

its support
of women.,

kee
ne

ort all women candidates,

freeze as an alleged anti-inflationary
measure, that basis for united action

could disappear.

principled industrial action disappears
in the synthetic atmosphere of the courts,"

The measures Holding proposes are no
way to combat inflation which is a
result of the irrationality of the present
system.
inflation as it hits the pay packet of
workers, the ALP should make those who
are responsible pay - that is big business

What should be instituted are monthly
cost of living adjustments. Only a
monthly adjustment can protect the
workers from the rapid increase in

prices,
based on the outdated and biased Cons-

in addition to those in Tasman-
ia, South Australia and Western Australia
Such an arrangement would greatly facil-

since the inflation-

Scope, 3 nEWspaper reflecting

nUnions Threatened
With Wage Freeze”, the paper strongly
attacked Hamer for suggesting the con-
idently it referred to how
Cameron propesals were defeated
1971 Launceston ALFP
conference and reported the unanimous
Socialist Left

The direction ol the article

such campaign is Joan Coxsedge's, for
as a Social-
jocussing on abortion.

bodies being used as political pawns. "
The Socialist Left has always maintained

t abortion laws strike hardest
class women who cannot
afford a safe illegal abortion or do not

]
the contacts to get onc ‘legally
et This means that

women must fight within the ALP and
It will

require the constant pressure of an in-
dependent women's movement to keep
ktracking on its election

If  In fighting within the A

that women supp-
Some women POPECY regardless of

#[f unions were to accept:a wage

"Already too much of the basis for

To combat the effects of

The adjustment should not be

umer Price Index, but a genuine index

to be kept independently of the Labor K |
Government by the ACTU, The adjust- : '
ment should be written into all contrats i
and awards. - W,
Only this fighting programme can allow g
the real victims of inflation to defend “i-
themselves using thelr own class organ- i
isations of the trade unions and the :
Labor Party. ;u":'lL
On unemployment, Holding's speech i"r!
gave some partially correct answers., i
The plin to introduce a 35 hour week .1_5';
for all State employees is an excellent } i
one, except that it should be projected |
2lmost immediately not "progressively™ it
But why stop at State employees? Y 4
ol
By reducing the work week the avail- ?‘1
able work can then be shared around , E‘I‘t
amongst the whole working population. : -ﬁ;
This eliminates the effect of unem- ! l_t[
ployment, which should be seen as 2 : e
major priority [or any ALP government :'ii
nd hence should not be limited to h-i
state employees. Furthermore an inteén- t _r’Fi
siye programme of public a_-.=c~rl_~. - i il
particularly in the areas ol ]-olllmwn _ | . g

control and other soclal questions which &
Holding has placed stress upon - would {5
slleviate much of the unemployment. | ‘i N

1 &

o we can expect little from a Labor : ’-
victory if the pre-election proposals MRS
are 50 threadbare. What socC jalists must | S
do is, while w holeheartedly supparting Ve

5 Labor yictory, take up the struggle e
to make Labor fight for real altern- : e

atives in the interests of the working

people.

- e .
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their party affiliation. But this T:.n:vsi[iﬂn
will not help women to have their de-
yands realised. The source oi the Op=
pression of women is not mMen as a Sex,
but this society, which is run io the
interests of big business, not in the inter- |
ests of the majority of men or women, i S
The women candidates of the big busi- ]
pess parties arc s incapable of action S
on behalf of women as the men, because 1
their perties stand r.l{a:-rnughl}r exposed -
by their records as being opposed to the
needs of women,

o ———

Y, P
g

joining in the
n of an ALP Gov-

Women can only gain by .‘
its positive poli- - i i
{

campaign for the cle-;tiu
ernment, by publicising
cies for 'women's rights and ensuring t]:mtmE
411 the candidates, men and women, ma
these policies a prominent part of their

campaign. i |
At the same time women must build a :

ble
strong indzpendent movement capa
of ;tz-acting and raising the consciousnes
of thousands of women which does not

‘ its interests to any political
subordinale 1 e

party This is the only guaran

wumf;n‘s demands will not be pushed in-

to the background.

winning of each demand of women
o emgclnser to their liberation
and to the realisation of the type of soc~-

fulfilling all ir needs,
e of full ugp{wm‘hdw




_iqal and vegetable matter. We can live
i o nd now, through artificlial

hominids learned to use and make
P s 85 % eapons and put themselves to work for
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and to achieve ’ : T 8
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this unceasing and unfinished endeavor ":Elude (%18 no B nt's
at the o

e —

Gerlcnpram ey gl

f naturt,

. VES 0
W’Hm erative. purely natural necessities were over-

i e i A gl = .
R = el i g 1 e it

;.
i 8 for freedo 7
i " mnj_t-;enE rzgls lﬁnu_:tluiiﬂn that beckons hlungqr ﬁrﬂ iiﬂ'l he aid of human contrivances which there-
3| @* gods in bi (o el Pm forever elude i gray g me essential to social existence. These consti-
4 in bitter disappointment. Thus n g ,ﬂaﬂhm‘ Peikire
§ gnus, disenchanted with th Rad mmnlentﬂ cu :
._ ﬂ & the vicissityde of | om has an intrinsically contradictory character.

Lq_tmn,hplruclaimed.that every bid for bl ¢ i pever found apart from natural and historical
ch to the Russian rey g g is | as ifs basis. These opposing aspects of the

",:?" r 5 u]uuﬁﬂ“ thim A A
S birth 10 a renewed garce il e inseparable; they are correlative

4 ¢ ol ... situation ar
3 #; _}F,. freedom], springing ?ullf'

i

S

e S et i | g .

- P . : L
o e T T o MR SRS WY T

\

b
_—--:.h_-, ariill, 7 .-,.'-n-..,,.-.-q.:..'_"-..... VT R

E

. 1 X

he cg i ®il Ovel

the gl Pelogan of di-

verse ETLs in this age of per- dé B A :
gIee of real cedoins 1 L TioE P m

maf:ent revolution million years of hum® .\ %

Wherever working men and women are ground down several centurles e ThaRIIoE A

by exploitation, they yearn for relief from domination dom is not me;eiy ?:lesii;:;cb OTQ attests that fred

e but attainable The j&’

by the profiteers, whether or not they vet understand : freed This is libertarianism whic
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. ;n :iﬁlis: F;?htl:ja and :’mnc.:mm q:dcpendemfg from sition of the German bourgeoisie. This brilliant analy- Freedom is one of thosg Wi ' mism alone prevails and freedom is unreal and

~ #mp : animates the simmering opposition to  sis is worth extensive quotation as a sample of their that can easily be empty gfgﬂﬂﬂl social categora tﬂ“ﬁ”hla That is the position of the strict mechanical
e content unless if §

~ authoritarian rule that aims at democrati ' is
_ cratizing the method. related to concrete ¢ 1) 5
ncrete circumstances. The problem of i strife between the rigid necessarians and the liber-

bureaucratized posicapitalist states. The call for free- "The state of Germany at the end of the last cenfury dom has to be approached S
D s not in the metaphysic wriams is foreign to dialectical materialism wh ich rejects
wd sither-or views as unfrue and misleading. Marxism

‘dom arises from oppressed nationalities and other sec- s full t

geo . y reflected in Kant's Crifik der tischen Ver-

~ tors of the population in the advanced capitali - i ek ) PP pner O ar i . : :
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~ the major theoretical problem is the relation of free- did not Vi Eak s Fomen Lhurghers Like everything in human life, f m’:l:l-JI s Jfiie =heols of Inughl (SpIES St )

| ot get any further than 'good will." Kant was of arduous efforts and r:ontin?mlr strﬁ?gll:. altpi: 1“ SR bl Sl Lot
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- This is hardly a new i : mained entirely with : all in the constitution of a statg & . M R

g Y question. Moralists, preachers, y out result and he transferred the implanted in the spirit of the individual as the ’r'hl PﬂE is '.,;.Tt; 'lﬂlﬁéu':tliﬂt‘l jbehvftn dlff?rent ie;r&liu of
?’mmlsm ile determinism is a universal feafure

d philosophers have gnawed u realisation of thi :
_ pon it for thousands is good will, the harmony between it tali
1t : and th tentialists claim. Freedom h s
yenrs. . It found primitive expression in folklore, popu- < B ﬂﬂﬂﬂ.and- imptf!ses of individuals to the world wrested b R oL bead BIVES hutuk: s real world, it is not all of one piece. The type
ings, mythology (the Three Fates, Fortuna) beyond. Kant's good will fully corresponds io the im L perservering manual axd IS d delermini ifested in the hist of humanity
n ‘creeds of religions (the Buddhis potence, depression and wretchedn - to decipher nature's secrets and torn from su Bt Y £ gl i
s e {the Bu tlaw of Karma, reic ess of the German ossesai 1 ° § qualitatively different from the causality of either
Mohammedan d s ol Kix burghers, whose petty interest possessing classes by agents of progress. _ : :
: -ﬁ--'predaﬂnaumam met, the Calvinist 4..cloping into th ests were never capable of Freedom, as a historical phenomeno i rinated Berganic or organic nature, although they refain cer
hnﬂﬂ; 5 :_nnJ.- The arguments around free ;4 Phﬂg into the common, national interests of a class the emer ,;n ST P [ E DIEICS %15 wbsidiary features in common. Social determina-
nd determinism have recurred in varying guises who were, therefore, constantly exploited by the B Ir pecles fram fihe. Animfy ‘#% is rooted in the development of humanly created,
lrom Eplcurus in Greece to our own time. bourgeols of other nations.”! ] After that it passed through a complex and contradietol gemolated. transmitted, and upgraded forces of pro-

an theo : cours i o ) !

an theologians wrestled with the insoluble riddle The correlation of moral ideas and practical morality e of development iniwhich lis conleqiece bqa!i_ﬂiﬂn and the collective relations they engender rather

divine foreordinatio with specific class ;
n and providence could be interests has been evidenced in the ways. This process of growth is far from maturifi sy
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so VIEWS of freedom and necessity

put forward three principal posi-
ns between freedom and neces-
* . There is the belief that determinism is false

pilosophers have
Hons on the relatio
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plied. The Ideologists of the su
ccessful dem i /0-
lutions in England, America, and France ;‘:;&nﬂt:!t LE;:?E capable of has hitherto been actualized only in the mo
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of action by vesting all i
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: late phenomena because ii had death” he expressed the defiance of those
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make this plain.

that "man is born free but is everywhere in chains,”

was uttering a revolutionary aenlt-i:ent, not a sclen ,md‘mh‘m““ come onto the scene.
truth. Freedom was, (o be sure, born with the humaniza- Allhis turning point in progres
tion of our primate progenitor but in that nascent state o
freedom was hidden In the still unrealized polent!al of

_ ‘I:&;Ifnﬁe i:mﬂ:wi,dmeﬂmmd A lg::::iu;l&:; ED:ids and slaves, access to the western Within the precincts of nature, necessity and ._
ndatory for persons to act in uly-hThia MAKES  chants, and"; ief from indebtedness to London mer- their unending combinations and permulations reign
conduct served as a rule for ey such & way that (g fight for | d“‘? in taxation and who supreme. There is no place for freedom as W€
's universal Golden Rule wﬂ?ﬂne. he did not h ndependence in order it in the prehuman and subhuman re
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% of production in ‘
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s still another kind Nonetheless pr

dlll!mrdnl:;rnl was brought into play by the growth
e . | e agricultural surplus product through a more beings
- Ine noumenal self through the human will Virginia planters and frontiersmen who w the new mode of existence. ®2plex division of labor and its appropriation by
who wanted free im- chance inl F¥ile owners, As humans gained greater command Humankind
--::.““m“-' through food production, the development — of the physical world W
knol o ss divisions and exchange relations led to the 1088 jaws of operal
alm because the, “':::‘“01 over thelr decisive social forces. From then tinual interactio
jts occurrence A€ manity has been subjected to the grim determinism  jactive which manipulates
{ into being fhe class struggle, This has persisted through various — gubject matter around it
anifold 8 of soclal organization from slavery o capitallsm  yances by pre
ere both bourgeois CONnEequUEnces. i ";51] endure until'cnnsumer goods are 50 I'.‘hE!'!.F from water AD
Toae an oulcome Plentiful that the fierce scramble for the necessities which obey the

that superior sta v lanel. The cum
stage will be reached, a wholly of causes on this pla t tions engaged in unrem ,
fype of determination will permeate the activity  getivities has been to open UP “3" ;t::;uucl;[::!:g:‘?:ﬂ;i the social economy in different -.

rejected the insurmountabl e bu tike freed
< le dualisms ¥, and sell land : eedom 1o trade,
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2 PART
ARTICLE

The finest statement of what freedom is according
In" h]%tnrical materialism was given by Engels in Anfi-
Diihring. "Freedom does not consist in the dream of
independence of natural laws, bui in the knowledge
of these laws, and In the possibility this gives of sys-
tematically making them work toward definite ends.
. . . Freedom of the will therefore means nothing bul
the capacity to make decisions with real knowledge
of the subject. Therefore the freer a man's judgment
is in relation to a definite question, with so much the
greater necessify is the content of this judgment deter-
mir_ted; while the uncertainty, founded on ignorance,
which seems to make an arbitrary cholce among many and making instruments for that purpose. About five
different and conflicting possible decisions, shows by this hundred thousand years ago humans learned to kindle

precisely that it is not free, that it is controlled by the fire and cook their food, making it more digestible and ;
very object it should itselfl control. Freedom therefore palatable.
consists in the conirol over ourselves and over external The production of food through agriculture and stock- 4
n'amre which is founded on knowledge of natural neces- raising gave much greater freedom in this vital activity i
sity; it is therefore necessarily a product of historical than direct dependence upon what raw nature afforded. '
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aily 8s the cosmic anc blochemical processes. [t lgnores brought unprecedented necessities into operation because

the all-important fact that the labor and consciousness ... fell under the stern sway of market and mone

responsible for humanization introduced a qualitatively vy celations

new factor into evolution. This was the possibility of 5 :

deliberately choosing among alternatives and the in- Rousseau opened The Social Contract by asking: B
"By what conceivable art has a means been found of '

creasing ability of the human species to perceive and : : o
realize a wider range of optional actions. These were making men free by making them subject?” This puz- i
the primal elements of human freedom. zling paradox came about, not through any cunning By

scheme. but by the contradictory nature of progress i

in civilization. Up to now every forward step In re- Lol

laxing the bondage of humankind to nafure has resulted ' 1 '
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nimal knowlecse gl back into new forms of servitude. Increased freedom
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. and higher order of causality whereby thi : ey
i s a—elec'ft; different ways and means and utilized The power of historical determinism and the contra- _; :l al
d anticipated ends. dictory character of freedoms in class society are exem- 1

; ired an
o =5 t remove itself from the causality plified in the development of American civilization since | o
sl it takes advantage of its Columbus. The destruction of the freedoms possessed |
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BILSwAR s tenl Western hemlisphere was opened for European gettlement

d bends fo its purposes the
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; communal colonies,

d fire to electroni
Its purposive activities
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ulative result of these

small farming, slavery, feudalism,

and bourgeois production.
For the next five hundred years these various forma-
itting competition with one an-

laws of nature.
are thereby inserted as a new 1

other for possession of
regions of the continent. Their struggles ended in the 0{‘

mastery and monopoly of the bourgeois forms; the
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ower of capilalism. Obviously the conlestanis Were
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insuperable handicaps.
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As Its means
more and more effective

jcal conditions.

and social
rganism must recurrently supply

and F ecured its food supplles  LAETT S ssured by its more efficlent mode of PR -
g ued from it Imma.t and

i

iy

tural superiority 1n I

mmlff E R




VT P

1 = -
o+

pureaucrats Ousted at H dney May Da

o

: y
3 L i
i f '
3
- %
; | i

’ . Fig ’ : :
b Y \ - Ul 3
- . v ‘IL "4 .
. . L
w

Y ELLIS
1y May D3y march in Sydney
TWIE‘” est for seyeral year. The
e bl mate had taken its
: ]

jtical cli

sangl P 4 marching girl

pands and 11 4
mfi' brass the nofficials" over
formd

Iﬂ“ckt:a But gra dually the new rad-
ypiﬁ,g::zf '},uu;h had mplcnlshed the
e averwhelmin gly YO‘U'-'hfl—II
p“““m of many of the contingents

bt ; ! : p ture .
-Er' R - is no doubt useful to the ABC f"‘-_—”_‘:‘g“ jent |L.-|d\.[-_\]-.1p .Ih._-t the rank and IE|-.' Was rl:.:.:h[ decided in the ”ﬂhl of joi :;:'fe iﬂtﬁd = e
21 scrlpt ASSISta"tS o be able to disclaim rcs;-cn:utxt_l:q for in dema nding the lnl;u}-.-E.-.m:_ung of the ployer delegations to l'helr:;f,unlan < B workers Lea gue and the
Ili rejection. O the wage claims of its Liberals “H"".! their ;:r...wr:!leH If such a I.,-l.lp[h- al Governement on April 2'_'“0'rian Liber. he spcialiﬂ b Alliance mﬂ.I{LhEd with
: E?j w- P R- employees. ort was available, then the leadership : meeting would be he!ld % ’: that 4 furthe; Sﬂhliﬂﬁmit juﬂepeal All Abortion
i1} "I ay 'se : could h.'[".i‘ no pa::_x'thh‘ excuse for h:;-:};lng determine the rank and I'Ii1]1.:{m;-15 to N"“ﬁ oAt Must lrnph::ncnt Socialist
The militanc of the women, who did down. Even 1l such supporl wasn't forth- SOVeE st Ve el f et attitude o mLabor i i i
) : _ Government's decision the ey npar Automatic Wage Increascs
coming a Labor government al this stage : : ﬁkiﬂéﬂﬁg; Living Rises", nygs Out
neolidarity with the

not have greal numerical strength, and
d from their fellow- can't possibly reduce itself to the position

of the Liberals and cruth the ban. Thus

et

A TBE fa"
of South East ASId 3 L eor Universities

Revolution™,
people”, "Demo-

Building industry members haye 2 ki
1§

ipian
?'”fmh the Working

BY NITA KEIG :
of over fifteen years of
: protests, with de
m-

the support they receive

L

-

rtant [actors

- E r & ) .- il
I g
-
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§ y WP mpioyL servants including postal workers., The They were siriking for a §10 immediate Victimised tooqps 0f "Unite A gainst Monopoly" and :
s8sconstruct Viemam' as the official s
3 & was not even the et
Wt r.!
et
b

demes this year. Ther

wage increase, plus a log of claims, They

- B % = g i Rt §
i ki L il s . = ] e e | B (e

by .thc ABC were granted wage increases, combined forces of the three capitalist
i Fd\?pntgat;;:]x::sg.hc.;!ﬁ::jg%[g?t:']:‘:';;:u?m Erties, Liberal, Country and Democratic  came under heavy attack from the bosses '
k increases were fully supported, it demon- bor parties tried to frustrate the passige organisations who attempted to claim that DY O JRas =i=e o0 S il
i strated how the wage rates of the script of the bill, They used their majorily in some men were earning over $12,000 a | i at had L care. it : . |
: ¢ s Senate 1o refer the bill 1o the Senate lﬁ:“ :m.d in some cases $14,000 a year. S'ulmcl April 18 this year OK cards of the ! :ous marches, Moreover, the abortion Part of SWL/SYA May Day contingent. ’
ey did not take into consideration that Printing and Kindred Industries Union : i was to the rear of the consciousness "rally" in the Domain lined up for us. the militant feminists overwhelmingly need to have democratic May Days in 3:' |
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period which must be served by all employ=
ecs entering each shop, This brcal-cil_Ig-lﬂ
period can be used by the boss o i““mid’;m
rank and file activists by threatening them
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of the working class, was celebrated in
Melbourne with a march on Sunday, May
6. According to the Melbourne Age,
6000 peopled marched, A few days
earlier on Tuesday, May 1 about 200
people rallied at the eight hour day mon-
wment to mark May Day.

The march proceed

where a 'right to life’ rally
some nmrc?mn; chanted 'repeal the anti-
abortion laws' as they passed the City
Square.

A notable feature of the march was the

disarray of the Maoist forces. [n previous
years the worker Student Alliance has

heen able to mobilise large contingents for

May Day. HOWEVET, this year the Maoist
forces did not march asa body or attempt

" AGTION
CT ApTON] 4

gd from the Trades Hall

to the Yarra Bank, passing the City Square
was in progress.

to bourgeois national chauvinism.

The Socialist Workers League and the Soc-
ialist Youth Alliance organised a large
contingent of over eighty people which
focused on the events in Vietnam, Ban-
ners such as 'Vietnam:the 5111.1%3!:: Goes
On', 'US Out of [ndo-China', 'No

Peaceful Coexistence with US [mperialism’,
and 'Support the Right to Abortion' were
carried by the SWL - SYA contingent.

At the Yama Bank the meeting Was
chaired by Bill Hartley, 2 prominent fig-
ure in the Socialist Left of the ALF.
Speakers included Bon: Hull, a women's
liberation activist who emphasised the
importance of the campaign for the re-
al of the abortion laws, George Craw=
ford, chairman of the Victorian ALP,
bers of the Vietnamese anti-war

and mem .
delegation which is_prﬁs:nd in this
country, The Vietnamese pked the
Australian anti-war movement for its

rt in the international movement in
defence of their s trugghes

While the May Day activities were pro-
ceeding, about 12,000 people participated
in an anti-abottion march organised by the
'Right to Life' associd tion largely through
the Catholic Church, After the rally at
Yarra Bank, many of the May Day march=
ers went back to City Square for a counter
demonstration in favor of abortion,
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BY CHRIS GRAHAM

Several million British workers took part
in a national strike on May 1, according
1o British union leader Vic Feather,
of thousands also participated in rallies
held in most of Britain's major centres,
The action was called in opposition ©
Heath's phase II "incomes policy™, It
was organised by the Trades Union Coun-
cil (TUC - British equivalent to the
ACTU).
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ort to the strike, Most of Britain's mon-
opolies were shut down. 80 per cent of
employees at British Leyland stopped

on May 1, losing 83,5 million in prod-
uction. Ford lost 4 million in product-
fon.

Nearly half the miners struck in defiance
of their uniong direction not to strike on
May 1. The opposition to the union bur-
eapcrats’ no-striké orders was strongest
in Wales and Scotland.
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Only 25 per cent of dock workers turned
up to work in London, Strikes by printers
prevented most newspapers from publish-
ing. In Manchester 20 per cent of build-
ing workers stopped work,

These were the high points of the strike,
On the debit side the action did not live
up 10 the expectations of the British War-
kers, On no account could it be termed
a general swike, as it was initially proj-
ected,
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BY MIKE JONES

For the past few weeks, Uruguayan
courts have been hearing charges of
corruption brought against leading
members of Parliament and government
officials by the military. The charges
reflect an increasing division within the
Uruguayan bowgeoisie over the question
of U,S, imperialism vs. the national
bowrgeoisie and landowners,

. The erisis has culminated in sections of
the army demanding the resignation of
President Juan Maria Bordaberry. This
demand was supported by opposilion sect-
ions of parliament, including the Partido
: ?hnm !‘White Party — the representative
; of the rich landowners) and the Frente
~ Amplio (Common Front — a coalition
: :"5.‘!:_ lCﬂmnn:iuni:: Party with various

~ €apitaiist and military interests), The
- CNT (Central Nacional del Tral!r.,-.ju -
‘the Uruguayan Council of Trade Unions)

demand for Bordaberry's downfall,
With the coming 1o power of Bordaberry,

L ooi : bﬂu{gmhie and landowners begin
. 10 cancretise, The "nationalist" orient-
ation of Bordaberry's government found
Ats reflection in the anny, The army's
~ fecent displeasure with Bordaberry's
- failuwre 1o take action against the

pro-US sections of the bourgeoisie has

is imminent, In
’ i?;m Ampli

Amplio, stated "There |

~ appreciable section of the p::tp;;;i::?

4 visit to Buenos Aires on March

section of the population”, it certainly

. ﬁm the Communist Party and the
- donary- pnewspaper Avanzada
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Engineering workers gave most solid supp-

work, Vauxhall was forced 1o close down

 has added a call for a general strike 1o the

the pretensions of the "natonalist" sections

'" £
illicit socio-economic activities” of the

& many people to expect a coup d'etat
4 press conference given

eneral Liber Seregni, leader of the

which supports the positive aspects i
ated by the actions of the Arg:d Fo;us?"
Whatever the size of the "very appreciable

Le ﬁmzﬁlal The Argentinian revolut-

There were two reasons for this, Firstly,
the uneven development of the British
workers, and secondly the retreatl of the
union bureaucrats in the face of the cap-
italist counter-offensive.

Support lor the strike was [ar stronger in
Scotland and Wales where unemployment
2nd inflation are worse than in England.

Large numbers of workers disobeyed their
unions' direction to strike. The bourgeois
press made much of this point, But on the
other side of the coin, equally large
numbers of workers defied their unions
orders not to strike, For example in the
case ol the miners cited above and also
in the case of the bakers' union which,
although suspended from the TUC for

not supporting its opposition to the Nat-
jonal Industrial Relations Act, particlp-
ated in the strike under rank and file
pressure. ;

THE RECESSION AND THE ROLE ©F THE
TRADE UNION BUREAUCRACY

The recent recession has been particul-
arly severe in Britain, As a result the
militancy of the British working class
has been far higher than in other countr-
ies. According to the Minister of Srate
for Employment, Chichester-Clark, 46
million days were lost due to strikes in
the period from July, 1970, to March
31, 1973,

Heath's phase 1l policy is designed 1o
suppress this militancy through an all-
out artack on the working class. Under

Socialista explained the CP's attitude in
its .**!.pf'lj 4 edition;

"The Communist Party is counting on the
Coup d'etar, but it doesn't make clear
what it will do afterwards, because two
possibilities present themselyes, One of
these is that, on the resignation of
Bordaberry, the vice-president will assume
power and, in accordance with the cons-
titution, will call for elections within

60 days, The CP is counting on an alliance
with Ferreira Aldenate (of the Partido
Blinco) who would have an excellant
chance of winning, Points of agreement

shase 11, which commenced on April 1,
pay rises are limited to $1,75 plus 4 per
cent, Unions who agitate for higher
rises are liable to heavy fines.

The stage was set for a sharp struggle,
the cutcome of which would have great
repercussions for the working class, The
workers looked to the TUC for leader-
ship in this struggle. The TUC call for
a general strike must be s¢en as a con-
cession to the militant mood of the
workers.,

The "general strike” was called by the
TUC on March 5, However nol until
March 23 did it actually set May 1 as
the date for the action, By then, the
capitalist counter-offensive was well
under way, aided by the right-wing
union leaders, and together they forced
the TUC to back down,

The TUC leaders capitulated to this
attack, It was finally left up to the
individual unions to decide if they were
to strike or not. Thus the right-wing
unions were able to prevent their members
from going on strike, and the TUC was
able to effectively wash its hands of the
affair, and get back to the "serious bus-
iness” of negotiating with the bosses,

Only one minor detail remained: how to
explain away the suike action of millions
of workers on May 1 which, for all its
faults, served notice on the bourgeoisie
that the working class is not going Lo
nn‘:'mit without a fight, however poorly
led.

Crisis Looms for Uruguayan Regime

exist: the Partido Blanco, as a good
representative of the landowners, has
more sympathy for Europe than for the
United States, The other possibility is
that the coup d'etat will place the power
in the hands of the "Peruvianist" sectors
of the army, to whom the Communist
Party is disposed to give total support,

15 its gister parties in (the rest of) Latin

America are doing, "

The problems facing the Uruguayan
working class cannot possibly be solyed

by the measures proposed by the Frente
Amplio and the CP, Replacing Bordaberry

Vic Feather L
The burcaucrats differed in their reacts
jons to the strike, The right-wing sac-
retary of the Electrical, Electronie,
Telecommunications and Plumbin
Union, Frank Chapple denounced the
strike as a totally futile action, Vic
Feather the General Secretary of the
TUC did not go so far; to do so would be
committing political suicide. But he was
at pains to point out that the May Day

action had never been seen in terms of
a general strike, and that he felt that
the "proper channels" would be the best
recourse to "justice'", His attitude was
best summed up in the statement that
the strike was a "resentful and painful
acquiescence in phase II%,

It was not the strikers who were acquies-
cing but the union bureaucracy whose
capitulation to phase II represents a
warning to the working class as 1o what
they can expect in the coming struggles
against the capitalist offensive, :

The bureaucracy carries the major resp-
onsibility for this retreat, The British
workers will have 1o combat both Heath
and the labor-fakers if they are 1o win
their struggle against phase II.

with "progressive” military leaders will
do nothing to ease the inflation,
unemployment and lack of housing and
food that has plagued Uruguay and the
rest of Latin America for decades, "For
that", continues Avanzada Socialista,
"the working class and the Uruguayan
people must take advantage ol the
divisions which are weakening their
enemics — the bosses and the military =
in order to mobilise independently, tike
power in their own hands, make the
country independent of imperialism and
organise its economy in the interests of
the working people.”

ugo B]anco’s Book Reviewed

Hugo Blanco's Land or Death: The
Peasant Struggle in Peru (Pathlinder Press,
1972, Paperbidck $£.45) has been selectk
ed as an outstanding academic book f[or
1973 by Choice magazine, The editors
of Choice, a major US i-—-@inls_l:n‘.-‘-_ journ-
al and the organ ol the Assoc 1.11!-3:1 ol
College and Research Libraries, annuall
compile a list of books which 1I,u_-t* cOon- ;
sider to be timely and signific ||.tr
cademic study,
of Land or Death w aAf |,'-.|',~';:_ dain part upon
Yo muich appkared in their February

Mg - e ek
|'r|..1r|- -.'\, ]_I"\.I'I:.r_'\.r}-l. le 1der of an L'-i!":'-:'

contn-

Sutions i i
butions to a IThe selection

DR re :
1‘[‘}. Bz peasant movement near Cuzco,
eru, has written an extremely import-

ant primary décument. The cha ples
chronology and geographical, economi

.. e 3 ~ A iy [ 0§ ::--.r
and social conditions are l."-k'-‘l‘.lrh T

,Lrl.-Jl-.ﬁn-.. consult the works of Wesle:
kr;1_1g_uml Hugo Neira, but Ht.uu‘ju'}. de-
f.-i.it'lp'l_li'-n:i ol the movement itself, format-
:::[1! Iljf'l._- ; i::f!:‘f.-]-l i,-ll‘-:.i.””.\ B ABmIkEd
p SChismSE In the Peruvian left
and the dec ision 1o use armed force J' 5
c.\;i_'i_-ilu.m‘ One i]np-{:r[,uit _|;!~1-.-;1-ulxllll:-

work is Blance's account of divisions be-

tween Trotskyites and the Peruvian !
Communist parly (referrcd 1O as Stalinists),
including Communist attempts o s.1l_10~l
tage the peasant movement, Now here 15
thin in ]—‘lt.tl'll..'ll'} dec ision 10
Che Guevard
dem-

this clearés
initiate guerrilla action,
had -'1nll.|.1.l '.‘xl-r.':'il_'uu',\ in ﬂ‘-‘”'ﬁ'i”?
onstrating the near impossibility ol
|_'§E.E.|*|!$§-L:'|: a united leftist front in .;'1105[
of Latin America, Part II contalins 1m=
portant letters, manifestos, and 5111‘“}
stories written by Blanco while in Pr"""::.n'
including the [amous "To my lr.cln'_'!l.'lll.‘,
several calls for asgistance, anc

ctudent b
an analysils ol the -qa“mcrlllﬂk‘“tu GHF‘A[L 1)

i nid pe:isa nts. hA i)y OX |'-| i|-|"|1_|_-,|-ﬂ’_- notes:

linc ;_‘:_1‘_ _1'-?-' ol [ore lgn W |."'TI.|$_, & "Il‘lqu'i lL:l
i - =l

index, A must for all unde l'gl-uiu.itt and

..'.!.IiL'-'_!?l.. |I|l|.-i.|-|'-., oL

3 J &

In addition to this cilation, Blanco’s

Land or Death has aroused considerable
rifical comment 1n ather '.“f! ]'-."‘U['I'.h'l-l-";
including Publishers weekly, Library
J"llill]l, the Union ol ]‘T..n[-l-.,tl Latin :
Americanisis Newsletter, and F{-_.ﬁpcgl.l\'l:-
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French high-school,

; February
Wi:::;l;a]lﬂﬂ“ Anid uniyersity youth
peen organising to fight the openly
e tive actions of the government,

{, a new law came iln!.a effect.
he Debre Law, its object was

| of deferments from national
for students finishing school and

to university.

past

ce

{ the French govern-
Law s more 'demo-
jous system of defer-
i under which those stllqcnm who

ord to go to university could
service put off the

jte the claims o

+ that the Debre

The Spring Will Be Hot

to take part in mass action if

avold it, However, mass ptﬂm 11::“:1&
the students and rank and file workers
forced the union leaders to give in and on
April 9 100, 000 people marched in Paris
alone, Representatives from the Confed-
eratlon General du Travail (CGT - Gen-
eral Confederation of Labor, the Comm-
unist controlled Trade Union body) and

1- 1-'.

ne of the recent French student dem onstrations

the Confederation Francaise Democrate
du Travall (CFDT - Democratic French
Labor Confederation, the Soclalist Trade
Unions) as well as the Federation d'Edu-
cation Nationale (FEN - National Educat-
fion Federation, a teachers' union) took
part alongside the students. This again
is reminiscent of May-June 1968 when
massive studens actions were quickly

followed by the biggest strikes in the his-
of post-war France. The re-election

of the Gaullists in early March undoubted-
ly had an effect on the workers, The pros-
im:.t of another three years of right-wing
eadership is not an attractive one for the
French people, Less than two months
after the elections they are already show-
ing their unwillingness to wait until 1976
to get what they want.

The mobilisation on April 2 was the larg-
est France has seen for a long time, yet
the students have made [t quite clear that
more is to come, The meeting on April
7 put out a resolution for further action,
The following is an extract:

"The continuation of the demonstrations,
on Monday April 9 and after the Easter
Holidays, will show the government that
it can not continue with impunity as an
oppressor when there is 5o much unity
among the population around the present
demands of the College, University and
high school students, "

The demonstrations have shown the French
governmeént that the people are no longer
prepared to be passive in the face of cont-
rnued inroads into their lives. France is in
for another hot spring this year.

have their l'ili“.l.":l";'
qudents haye pointed
it the new ﬂ'ﬁtg.m 1
: y ¢ Iormer.
oyt e %mrdi nation National
Ecn;:itcs Contre la Lol Debre (National
Coordinating body of the C.otmmittees
painst the Debre Law) on Mzrch _14 de-
dared ", .« this law reinforces social dis-
cimimation (how many people of modest
arigins, completely d].:}h‘l.‘-ﬂ!‘tl..‘l.'li’.'d by a

ear of bullying and systematic brths-
Jtion would be able to take up their

andies again when thay sce ;hcmsulvcs
_efronted with practica Iy insurmount-
sble financial problems?). " In Jlddlunn,
ke government has recently decided to
stoduce a new diploma known a8§ the
Diplome d'Etudes Universitaires Genera les
mELE - Diploma of General University
gpdies) which will be issucd after two
years of post secondary education and

which will make even less university
cducation available to working class

youth,

d out consitently
& gyien more discrim-
A statement

The indemocratic nature of the previous
sstem is not rthe issue, however, The
audénts are not demanding a return to the
od deferment for university students only.
Theéy want an extension of the deferment

@ all youth, giving them the right to npame
$eir own date of call-up.

The student moyement is organised in 4
' mmarkably democratic fashion. All de-
| cisfons are made by the Comites Contre
4 Loi Debre (CCLD - Committees against
the Debre Law) which are organised on a
school leyel and which send delegates 1O
#gional and national meetings. The del-
qtes are immediately recallable and must
report back to their schools after each
meeting, In this way, not only the strikes
it individual schools, but also the massive
mtlonal actions of March 22 and April 2,
{and 9 were organised. These strikes
iitracted upwards of 200, 000 students from
bigh schools, technical colleges and uni-
versities, In most schools, 80 to 100 per
ceat of students took part.
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h The panticipation of the Colleges d'Enseign-

|, tmtnlichhmqucs (CET - Colleges of

| thlhmr.:ai Education) was important. Even
ding the massive upsurges of May-June
Ilf"ﬁ-ﬁ, these colleges did not participate
W amy organised way, Now, however,
FLI.H'S are btihg formed in all CETs and
;Wml demonstration was called on April

’ ti[i'Pm forward their demands, Conditions

| 18 the CETs are especially repressive.
H_uhi:u';ltt‘nts there are being instructed

i F‘;__cnu:.n:ml in mind, entry into the
=force, The students are demanding

18y i £ _ ! 2
h Iu':' in the direction and nature of their
l.'I:‘u:h:i'

Eﬂ;:z‘: "f‘: ‘lhr nature of courses has arisen

Fiy I::' nn.. 5.l1uq!.1l'-.' against the Decbre

| dents il'l.‘l."i_:”f-hﬂ-.IJ"IH-LI-L!EI and 1:--01!.: ges, stu-

| to r":'CU'.I'J_*;l,] LRI it into their own hands
redirectir uct the courses they are studying,

that gre inr.llr.l-;!m”“‘l“m 'rhlun:;ulu.‘aurﬁ.cs

Ofieg M;‘: L_"- int and :nuhz;Lill.!'H:'Ig now

the tiide st of the new courses are run by

cnts themselves.

i L\L:ﬁ:r dfpect of the demonstrations is
| ©n "‘['tgi‘i .',!”“"‘.“m of worker participation,
' i“}ng LG la-l .TL‘.L'! il unions sent le-]ug,;Fjang,
155 mey a--:tt-m'”fh and on -‘hprﬂ 7 union-
to dis;;m' .]I representatives of the students
April 9 jr'.]"‘“'-' for a combined action on
first, 'L'lelo-t 1€ unionists were reluctant at
by elther i‘] '-‘TL_HIL' unions were controlled
clalist Pi:;t r-'-i‘l'l‘.u_nunm. E;lrt!_.' or the
Y, neither of which was ready
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After a three-week strike and lockouy,
work was back to normal throughoot
Denmark April 10, The compromise
proposal for ending the conilict was pass-
ed by a vote of 221,066 to 141, 172,

The large No vote was cast despite an
intensive propaganda campaign in favor
of the proposal waged by most of the
unions and radio and
Five unions rejected the compromise
They were the Bookbinder and
Paperboard Workers Union,
Union, and the Danish Printers Union.

ORIG
MATERIALISM
GEORGE NOVACK
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Decline of
the Dollar

A Rl Vs ol B MODELETY s

orthy vote occuwred amoOng
the metalworkers in Aarhus, where 2,203
voted No and 1,225 voted Yes. And this
occurred in spite of the fact that a major-
ity of the leadership in the large metal-
workers organisation in Aarhus had urge
the membership to vote Yes,

Danish Strikers Return to Work

ok
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The overall Yes vote cannot be viewed as terms both of their length and the secrecy :
1 sign of satisfaction with the compromisc of closed-door talk ; between g
proposal or as a show ol confidence in LO main ne '-_'l_«}‘-.*.'a'fi-“:.v-.'r!l_--'-'-';-a in no way from i
(Landsorga nisatrionen-the Danish Te=de similar negotiations in the past, IE'[k"-r‘ Ll
Union Confederation). Many voted Yes _ever, some contrast was provided by the i
because they could not see the use Of cOn- nearly three weeks of conflict, which, to o
tinuing the strike under an inelfective 1 degree, was directed against the union I_I!_l
leadership that did not want to Orgd nise leadership. And even if the negotiations LL
television. 2 genuine struggle to deal a real blow to e mow over, the conflict is not, The B
the bosses and instead had capitulated by dissatisfa ction of the many workers o i
2bandoning the original demands that the yoted No, as well as of those who voted o
. : | ACC3 o - 1 ¥ E O Hetr dissa s 1 0T 1 i

the Seamen's workers had raised in 1"-1';"" workplaces. ‘.\*. Ii; _:;-lr__-,_. ~.1 their dissatisfaction, Wil ‘r'
Others undoubtedly took as good coin the not evaporate, '
threats by the Secial Democralc union . i
leaders that if they voted No, the money The struggle that the LO leadership h

they would be striking Ior W ould oot shrank from leadeng against the employ- i
amount to much and the modest strike ers will now be fought in the workplace, b
subsidy they were receiving would be The situation there could very well give ;t-:
discontinued. ice to numerous strikes with an even 'J

d greater impact than that of the { ]-’_’,"
The contract negotiations themselves-in conflict, | }‘rh
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varving forms, he retu
|'|E:::l'-«."'!]'\.“f,'_ At first thought t e 5
My Whitlam in @ Liberty Cap, leading 2
moh of sansc ulottes 1o destray the basti-
ons of society is mildly funny. "At sec-
ond thought, ¢ is less amusing -

The editors of The Herald are, 0¢ doubt,
eyven less ,mused by the first few months
of the Labor Government. While they
satisfied that Gough Whitlam
cayolution, they are pos-
some of the new Govern-

E.}'LC‘-U]IL{ be
has not led any
sibly enra ged by

rr’u*[';f;', ack jOons.

» sheet of the Labor Govem-
ment is by necessity only of a prelim-
inary nature. There aré more than two
and a half years still to run in the life of
the present Parliament, A mEre gquantit-
ative balance sheet has already been
carried in several union journals. The
point,however, ¢ to consider the qualit-
ative aspect.

Any balanc

Before one can evaluate and analyse the
Government,; there are some factors
“which should be borne in mind. First
and foremost it has to be remembered
that Australia has nol had a Labor g9V-
ernment for 23 years.
43 years since the last time a
ition has been riumphant at the polls,
Thus, in most people's memories, sim-
ilar experiences to the last few months
just do not exist,

Covernment appears 10 be the most rad-
ical g_m'tmmr:nt Australia has evar seen.

PRESICADE

On the surface, the record speaks for 1t-
self, Within thirty minutes of taking
office, the Labor Goyernment abolished
conscription, € leased those people
already in the army, and recognised
China,
Labor Caucus

R

elected the chairman of

paign, Jim Cairns, as its most senior
minister, Three cabinet
out at Nixon's escalation in December
last year and so on,

These and many other
in office dismayed a sizable proportion
of both the Australian and international
ruling class. Nixon, of course, did not
appreciate being called a 'maniac’ by

Minister for Labor Cameron; nor did he
appreciate the remarks by the Minister
for Minerals and Energy, Reg Connor,

essive, progressive and ever more freq -
uent devaluations of the US dollar, "
with the exception of a small extreme
right-wing section of the ruling class
aside, the vast majority have resigned
themselves 1o Labor rule, Only Max-
well Newton's Jobsons refers to the Aus-
tralian Cabinet as '"Whitlam's black
panthers', .

The wide-spread surprise at Labor's act-

Labor's victory in the polls was widely
recognised as being inevitable, Thu}
state of the economy with unemploy-

ment reaching record level, the i..":?lﬂ-
pliiln.t bankruptcy of the Liberal party

the mn_:rc:!md radicalisation cxprc<-~'ir:
itself in anti-war and other types :‘;f :

fidence of ‘the Labor machine,

Some of the origins of the new Govemns-

supporters whi
pporters who attended the campaign

Oakes and David Solomon observed in

and foc '
glstamping occwrred whenever

ition of conscription an ori
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abor E radical polic i-...k.‘ Tl.-‘t;; '-:1
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l_-"'-’“" apitalist leadership 'rh' i
ing clas party, i

r:l_:;tl-n the work l'.l'l.; k'!.~i>3 through the tr i

3 0N movement mean th -thzrl : I
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uch .lL\_Ll]Lli.'!hc'[\_’ IMAES press, )
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And it is actually
Labor Oppos-

the Victorian Vietnam Moratorium Cam-

n:ha caid: "There are only three certain-
ties in life today - taxes, death and suc-

rallies were vyt
cre ‘.L"'I.ll'lg F‘q’f[ri-.[.l"_- 1 |'H.l as 1..'I urie

WOt

Even if it is only by default, the Whitlam

East Germany 1nd North Vietnam.

ministers lashed

activities of Labor

But

jons commenced only after the elections

21[;15.,? .a.:tmln and the increased militancy
workers' struggles all justified the con-

" ' - §
znt.nt § actions can be seen In the elect
m - r £ al : . =
n campaign, The vast number of Labor

their book The '
¢ The Making ; '
Prime Minister " iking of an Australian
ister ", , .the loudest chee ring
.
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Its organisational links

The mass Pressure was -1
{esues around which Lag?ﬁ;:*:i on all
ical steps. These were all iss aken rad.
which mass mobilisations hiv'l:':::m
place over the past few yvears ken
important issue which fallg inqtunt mogq
ggory is the Vietnam war, Bﬂsl;tl:i‘t“t*

aholition of conscripti he
scription, """""utl"dliqlg

remaining military advise
drawn from Su_'lulhr}h’i':in:::t?:;f]ﬁ With.
1id to the Thieu regime C,Easedmlllluqr
Nixon's murderous bombing of #min
last year. During the helight of 1€tna
bing Whitlam was also forced tglhe bom._
protest note condemning the bomS]:;:i:
-8

Of course, the Govemment did

far ag it coult have done in gy mt_ﬂu a
the Viemamese people’s siry Plimmﬂg
;L-ll-dcts:rminaticn. It did n%%: for

45 far as some of its own m*ml}tmn-

it to go. Recognition of the D‘E“ Wished
F’--;puh]il.' of Vietnam was not !nlr{'m:ﬁliﬂ
recognition of the Provisional Rtwed
ary Government of South Vietna volution-
Australia at the moment ':'n.ly Tcm' Thus
the Thieu regime as the sole ‘?“E’llﬂ‘:s
of South Vietnam, govemment

In other spheres the new I
reflects the same cnmbinjfir:i‘g:fpuhc?

The question of sporting contacts s
South Africa is a classical exam Eith :
Sporting contacts with any mci.afl p :
ed teams were stopped on Labor's }LRIECE

in office. On the other hand whilﬁt

has hastened to assure the Sﬂlu'th Aitr' 5
Covernment that trade relations amltﬂu
going to be affected. While all md':m
contacts with the illegal regime of Rho-
desia were stopped, action against the
Rhodesia information centre has bee
extremely slow. The Prime Hinis:z:h;
recently criticised Japanese capitalism ;

he suspected it of continually tradin >
with the Smith regime. But gcﬁanﬁ- the
new Government has offered very lin?a in
the way of concrete aid to the peaple of
Zimbabwe.

et

e Nl bt

So the basic aims of Australia's foreign ;
policy have not been changed. These are l
in the usual journalistic jargon, 10 stabil-
ise the South East Asia region politically
economically and militarily, ;

The 'radical' policy of the recognition el
China is part of a new method of achiey-
ing the old foreign policy objectives.
Taken in the context of improvement of
relations with the right-wing government
of Indonesia and with the complete Aust- .
ralian silence in face of the collapse of

the last remnants of democracy in the !
Philippines the hollowness ol Labor's |
policy becomes apparant,

Essentially the new foreign policy is
hased on what has beéen called "the pew
reality of a world system based on peaces !
ful co-existence.'

e b

This is clearly the next stage following
the Nixon-Mao detents, and the combined
betrayals by Moscow and Peking of the
Vietnamese revolution, As a result of the
Vietnam experience, jynperialism & 3
world scale is seeking (and getting) the
co-operation of the Soviet and Chisss
leaders in holding back the revolt in the
colonial countries. Australian govers=
ments have a part to play in this.

The role of a gﬂ-hch'.'t:cn,ﬂf a 'ﬁﬂfﬁ"p
mini~imperialist power which i still
lied to the United States, JARE asd
other imperialist powWErs, but 'r-‘h_li'ﬂ it~
empls Lo join the neutral c-:nun!:r.‘:ﬂiﬁ
various inte rnational bodies s the role fe-

servied for A ustralia, The new ﬁﬁmﬂm
Government can at the same
ceptable both 10 the Suharto
in Indonesia, O which
able military aid, and to W€
grnment 1O W hich Labor

face.

The Singapore spy-Dbas
clearest exposition to date
the new foreign policy was al
Suddenly everything was changed:
was the ‘rf.ulia.:'?{ism %3[ the past and iﬁ‘::d
the Labor leadership was c.tp'om‘-'a as nl .
only propping up the Le€ Kuan Yew i€

Singapore, but also
East Asia, This
d to spY

l..lE'JI'_-hip in
spy base in South
appears to have been use
workers' states of China ai
am and its information exchange di:‘di
ectly with the intelligence servi
US and Britain,

: - td
But Labor in ollice has mMOoTe {han )&

jorelign L-f-h{‘, :

The growth ol the '.'.'~.‘1r‘m.“n'$ thmli‘fm
movement an the increasc Q
ness of Australian ¥ gmen has be':nfrc s
Nected in Labor's policiess S et
Ly OYVETT ment's first 15 Was e r-::[?'“ o
I e ] Lok ury tax OF LG!'ILTEL-{
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Ve the Pharmaceutis ;1 Benelis
nd cut their price as wells

n;gﬂlﬂdﬂ“’fd other HEP'EQ“
[t has introduced

{eave pp:wislons for Comm-
Y s, including twelve
, The Minister for Lab-
ron, has indicated the
clyde &0 “on to expand job

tii iﬂte:“.l .
g8 ocial Security

nded the right
choose not 1o marry and
single mothers
e facto wives. The Depart-
ol G55 e al Securlty {s to investigate
1 family allowances to
n apnouncing this, Hayden
L yomen must be given the free

work or stay 4t home to look
uh (amilies and not be forced

scanomic necessity 10 work out-

, home .

Aty the Labor record comes
E@Ebt;':lg}. flying colors when Cﬂmpated
L‘-._{-,'l:h*'f 1otal anti-women stand of the
8ty HOWever, once again the
ypeal P41 o be complete.  Labor

rec :
Mpat have a clear cut policy in sup-

jght of women to control their
[t prefers o 'hide]hciiﬂnd [h;:
“ ! -ience votc 0D the issue o
‘fi;“ o Tabor MPs, Tony Lamb
fl [)in.-id Mcl{-:nziu: have given notice
o legalise abortion in the ACT.
xat a1l Labor MPg are planning to support
ae bill. 1n fact, while Whitlam, Hayden
.o others pave lined up in favor of the
wil, the vast majority have lined up
1i11i_-‘.il. il.

; the dual nature

f ., ALP is not always as clear. The
Jmical case is immigration. The old
_n~ which qimed for maximum growth
L been substituted by one based on

gelity got qua ntity. The fr‘?hﬂal. of thpught
mangst the ruling lass which emphssised
4 factor has won out. Migrants are still
fuizg imported as cheap labor, What has
danged is that the emphasis now is on

gl ather than sheer numbers. The new
aclicy ‘¢ thus based on 0o apparent dis-
mmination. superficially at least, the
emaants of the White Australia Policy

Lve been abolished. However, the act-
gl sumber of non-white immigrants

sming (o the country and their total

ymang tofal immigants is almost certain

o )l The reason lies in the new 5ys-
wm where sponsorship by relatives and em-
shoyers is going O be the main criterion
w4 in the selection of migrants, As the
weenlation of Australia is overwhelming -
 white there will be very few non-white
xeple arriving in the country. On this
amicalar score the mass pressure on the
AIP has failed to change the Government
plicy. In fact, it is probably worse than
5 predecessor. The only improvement
}:.:m the signifigant extensions of civil
Berties to migrants.

. wher domestic pﬂ'ii-:i-:a
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T:;_: score on education is the same. Lab-
=5 reducing inequality in educa tion and
'-"ﬁhug education work better for capit-
iign, The abolition of tertiary education
fflti is one of the most welcome steps
aken by the Whitlam Government. Un-
dbtedly more money for education will
Btan that more and more students of
FEKing class origin will be able to get
ffit’“ '—‘dtliatdt'mm At the same time it has
i‘.i"’lf"-‘-"iﬁd that more and more of these
;fﬂ;r-:-:l'ucue:_i people are needed to run
i n industrial society. It has also 1o
inlr'-tmbn:rcd that Education Minister
:‘t“if}' used the abolition of fees in order
""_“Il"t”-“.-' the independence of student
2‘\:'{1‘-&?:11511;“(! _|Ix particular to threaten
o 5’.udz-1~.ﬁ {-'I:'ET;L ...;.g [!‘n.‘: ‘Ii.u'}.trn lian Union
B id ot A ) t-nl,-"n-.! using Lo pay their
giving university sdministrations
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_JP" erlal power to cut all student fin-
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A%y discussion of 1.1 fubious inténtions.
X has to be o Labor's economic pol-
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B e T wmic situation, The
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of the prob-
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class vis-a-vls its overse

has improved with up-ur:: ::::e

Iia-ercent per annum and imports ::fl nta:.l)

rep:tfent. The fundamental dtf[lgu!

i mains the eternal choice between ::Yu_

‘:Eand inflation, The trade-off relatlo
tween the two appears to be mm-: a nd

m;:re unfavorable, For example ‘lnlar:.lo

w ich used to run at an annual rate of .

about 3 percent for the current unempl

ment rate of about 1.5 percent hrnp i

running at a rate exceeding 8 ﬁercer::"
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There is no queéstion tha

t the inh in-
stabllity of Australian capitnlisrnﬁ':;:-m
ternal position combined with the basic

contradictions of capitalism on
g ) a world
scale means that the princi

. principal questi
facing Australian capitalism .:qu the ug?v-
ernment which runs its state have not
changed.

Prior to the elections it was

the main direction of Labnr‘ih:tﬁz: tr.l:lttc
tum back workers' militancy was thlrjuugh
the Cameron proposals, This was the
name given to the brainchild of the ALP's
Industrial Pdations Committee which
suggcstcd that the basis of industrial rel-
ations be changed from awards fixed by
t.hq:: Arbitration Cowrt to voluntarily nc;-
an;tcd contracts supervised by the court
which would carry healvy penalties when
breached.

Under mass pressure, the most yicious
form of the proposals was rejected by the
20th Commonwealth Conference of the
ALP in 1971 in Launcestwon. The abolition
of the penal clauses of the Arbitration
Court by the new government is a victory
f:::r .thc working people of Australia,
While the danger remains that the Cam-
eron proposals can be reintroduced at
some stage in the future, at present they
seem to be out of favor as a means of for-
cing the working class to reduce its stan-
dard of living and reduce the dilemmas
facing Australian capitalism,

The scenario for the impaosition of a wage
freeze is highly clouded. One possible
variant which illustrates the nature of the
Labor Government is the imposition
immediate price freeze together with a
substantial mational wage case increase.,
This will be followed by an outcry lrom
the employing class. However the outcry
for outside consumpuiorn will soon be re-
placed by glee. For the price [reeze will
be evoked to justify a later introduction
of a wage freeze, Labor can thus use its
neocialist” image and its working class
allegiance in order to wrest concessions
out of the working people % hich a Liber-
.1 Government could get only at the risk
of an open revolt.

of an

The imposition of a wage frecze © ill not
be lightly considered., The improved
position of the Australian capitalists inter-
nationally, the end f the recession and
the benefits of its better management of
capitalism means that it is not as urgent
as before. The Whitlam leadership is go-
ing to guage it s ctionscarefully, testing
the reactions of both employer and work-
er at every st€p.

Meanwhile, Labor's actions in the exier-
been welcomed by lead-
ing economic ¢ ircles of Australian busi-
The Government has mana ged to

-:inml inflow for

nal arena have

ness.
end the tremendous
speculative purpeses, and in fact has re-
versed its directon. The external threat
to indigenous capital has been reduced,

The pre-emplive revaluation of Decem=
ber 23, 1971 has allowed Australian cap=
italism to maintain 3 fayorable position

internationa 1ly.

The restrictions on
to the fire of nationalism that
ship of the |
The projected new flag ‘
only form a part of the new Australian

nationalism. Many of these new pation=

alist features
simply ignored.
since taking office has be
itself as the A pstralian”
etead of the nfederal” O
Government, (The Sydney
ald led the reactionary force
the title 1o the "lLabor” Gcn.--:mment.}
The Australian na tiona lism fostered by
Whitlam and his ministers is @ °
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sporting contacts with South : )
Whitlam cancelled all tours ‘:ﬁ::ﬁn?:“@
ufl‘ectad sporting teams on his first day of
office, Norman Kirk preferred to hedge
around it, but in the end he too had to
¢ancel the Springhok tour, The same re-
sult was achieyed in two different ways.
The decisive action by the Whitlam Gov-
ernment showed its understanding of the
mass pressure that was likely to be
applied. The move resulted in increased
popularity for Whitlam and a successful
attempt to align himself with the anti-
apartheid cause.

Generally most action taken up to dat b
the Labor Government falls int[:: the c:rt-y
egory of low cost measures. Lt is true
gut equal pay for women, for which the
overnment argued, is going to costa

large amount to the employer, but most
ni_t!{re other measures, including the ab-
olition of many tax loupholes were very
cheap indeed.

Ths: relations between Labor and the cap-
italist class are clearly at one and the
same time both cordial and tenudus.
Laurie Oakes and David Solomon have
'-Iiﬁ::;.:ribed the role of capitalists in organ-
ising the Labor campaign, in particular the
role played by newspaper publisher Rup-
ert Murdoch, The help, both financlial
and otherwise, given by these people to
the Labor Party played a role in the Labor
victory. But these members of the ruling
class realise that, unlike their Liberal
predecessors, the new Cabinet members are
not free in their actions, They continually
have 1o take various actions which are un-
fayorable to the bourgeoisie. The leaders
of that wing of the ruling class which have
opted for a Labor Government did it as a
cecond choice. Ideally they would have
preferred conditions (o remain the same

and to keep the Liberal Party in office

The ALP in power has already encountered
one of its biggest obstacles- the state mach-
inery. The first glimpse was given Ln the
of the secretary of the Department
of Defence, Arthur Tange. His obvious
opposition to Labor and Labor policy was
particularly

actions

displayed on several ocC
conceraing Austra liap military intervention
in Singapore and Malaysia. Buta much
better indication was glven during the
visit of Yugoslav Prime Minister Bijedic,
The Australian Security Intelligence Org-
anisation (Asio) rzfused to supply the Gov-
ermment with details of the activities of
the fascist Ustasha organisation. In fact,
Asio personnel conspired with other pu lic
ervants to hide vital infor nation from the
overnment.

casions,

No matter how much effort the Labor
Cov:mment puts into running capitalism
more efficiently and no matter what
Jifferent factors give it more leeway,
Labor will still face certain difficulties.
They are: the problems of the hostile

s ttitudes of the state a pparatus and the
contradiction between carrying 4 radical
re form for change pressed for from below
and good relations W ith Australian capital-
ism. While the first set of Frcblems have
already been encountered they have been
relatively minor compared to the latter

AT
OntE.,

Ryt it is the latter ones which will present
the ALP with 115 real dilemma. Sooner or
later the Whitlam leadership will have to
chow its true colors. Whitlam's attempt
to wrest himself free of the trade union
movement and even the ALP machinery
can not be successful, So long as the ALP
remains mg;mimtmn:;liy connected to the
labor movement, ke will fail in his
attempt .,

The Labor leadership will haye to con=
front its members and supporiers. lts

alicies are incapable of solving the
problems facing the working class, This
does not mean that socialists should regret
the Labor Party coming into office. 0
the contrary it isa great victory. This
is parti«:ulatly s0 as Labor has shown jtself
to be just as susceptible to mMass pressure
1o oifice as outside.

The way forward for socialists does not lie
in ignoring the Labor Party and does not
lie in simply dismissing It a5 social demo-
cratic and reformist. Nor does it lie in
uncritical support 1o the Labor Party. 10
licy of the Socialist Workers League and
Socialist Youth Alliance expounde in
DIRECT ACTION has been confirmed
The need to build a left wing o fight
inside the Labor Party for socialist
policies is more than ever yalid,

Next issue the coneluding part of this
feature will discuss the appreach revolu-
tiopary marxists take to the Labor Govern-
ment and our prograin for action to build
a left-wing alternative 10 Whitlamizm.
We will discuss the views of other tenden-
cles on the left in regards to the Labor
Party and make some projections for the

._—c-minﬁ ze.:a:.
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L naror of the Young Soclalists in New tempt mdu{;l:?i‘:luﬂm e roes working again- by completely x-.ruhd:;-ltn;fng New Zealand ;’u.ws :-J.n]:i have them adopted a5 Yo $ Lide the fae
Fealand, Peter was i co-ordidaton 4 e mA fr'[:;n racism troOps, breaking 211 military alliances arty policy. : plestin® Forum dO=3 S :-L 4 1i o at
t.heﬂuckhnd Mobilisaticn Commiftee st South jcan Is . with the United States etc. PDEEPIW all § i hasically .;n ’\ m‘lr;l 1an ?c Iu::m of
- Against the War 1n Indo-China in 1971 ost visible section of the organised this, the Young Socialists give uncond- The Labour Farty officials have reaciadin | g LondoT Free Palestne, A aTE
¢ 1972 when he was 3 stodent activist at bt > :~ the country in- itional support to | abour Government. the activities of radicals and re Cledio | wtion of the articles are re prints,
suckland University. He is currently 2 ann-tm:_:hmuvel.::;egt-;nwcd -Tdis::?l;tiﬂﬂ aries _Within the Party and this 1:“&"‘3011* | ﬁ?he mﬁlmiian ctl.ml.um includes some
; student at Victoria University, Welling- yolved m-[he,-ws was he strategy which said This means that we supported the election emplified by the way in which the gu?" § e more interesting and well research-
" - ton, A founding member of the Socialist strategy . ks get to New 7ealand of a Labour Government without any con- jst Action League was proscribed hal. § agdicles
S etton League, Petes cime 1o A0 0 dat if the SPrRRIS Ot (e am’  ditions on the type of policies a Labour I of 1075,  This peoseriyliss s
§ to attend the Fourth NitlosabSbie t]\l'ml]I bTTI:.:hm;cdlaEﬁeiemT;ppcﬁmd;bleeu:‘-l;: Gl;.re mment shaf‘ﬁi raise. This support place in response to the lntmnlll::nm e e current double issue, 2-3 April =
& of the Soclallst ity Res: ‘:iitf :a.ndr:i on. An important point 1o was based on the fact that the Party is in Young Socialists for a Labowr G g of the s 1973, contains 4 whole range of
g % emphasise is that this disruption strategy txct the political expression of the New Campalgn and also wa¥ counestsd i ides, Tpe front PASE CAMIPAES e
T 2nd the threat of disruption did not stop 7ealand working class at this time. The the activities of the Young Socialiss in qpeat murderos Lsracli attack on Pal-
; k- i . op the tour was the Labour Party is based on the trade unions L:l_bDuI Farty Youth conference the gﬁiﬂﬂﬂ {eaders 1T Lebanon on the ﬂlglll
k- : the tour. What did st rry . oo g Bl
. DIRECT ACTION: To what extent has ur P hi far : ; h
' i’g'? di Jisation been reflected in mass opposition o it throughout the whole  of the country and was founded by the this proscription hasn't meant much R fApeil 9-10 % I anatieh LGt -
o Mm n;: rl:ﬁc; s country and the deep division that this working class in 2o attempt to create 4 that the Labour Party leadership ham'c oyrried out by the Zionists exactly 29
: - caused. party which represented the interes_!:lfhvl' %ttﬂ]‘ﬂ_lrjt:it-::_wee;rd out members of the gea 480 (o the day, at the village of .
: PR T b has the working class of the country. at Socia st s ion League or Youn : Solidarin
&ﬁeﬁm ?:nr:ﬂ;c;;&ﬁ:ai::;nsg;:h If anything, the disruption strat€gy did said, hm»cel:-er, we must ri:-ahs_e that E‘he :iS_ES. T\EVE_rthEless’ it d_ues Ha "Eslﬁflm- ¥
hout the sixties bas also been ref- more to damage the anti-tour movement Labour Party is still led by a right- wWing isposal this paper motion which it an
Jected in New Zealand to a significant in the sense thal the bourgeois press used Jeadership and that it is a totally reform- 'fﬁc at some Sge il the future when it
i degree, For example, mass anti-war it to try and identify it with the whole ist party which will never make 2 revol- Ef{ls in a stronger position to.acha
| demonstrations in 1971-72, the growth of  anti-towr movement and make capital out  ution and is, in some ways the biggest take action@gAlE socialists in the Party
 the women!'s liberation movement which of the "law and order” ssuc. A number block to the development of a reyolution- For this reason, the Socialist Actica AL Friday., May 11, 8pm
~ at the present time is focussing around the  of right-wing forces began to erganise o ary m.-:n'zmcnt.l The t\;;a'y]-:;wh'tc%l we EE‘;; t‘:Lu:guSé:cml;sts and any other mem- | Sdee T"ﬁifmhmh MOVEMENT"
 abortion question, the beginnings of the counter the movement a3 a result, How- organised 10 ass st in the our victory ers ok 17 > Labour Party wh o support the -: Jeft Hayle DN IO VEMS: e
. . < TN its % . i { individuals from the = yler, a Sydncy Gay Liberation activist
ay movement, the rise of the Polynesian ever, it remained the mass opposition in 1972 was through the launching of a right o Vic from these organisa- 1 Siea e : gl
3 .ts movement, all indicate that the which halted the tours and not the foot- Socialists for Labour Campaigr. This tions to participate in the Party are fight- atngi[F;T éﬂs p;ttﬁtisl tgf g:tcLlﬁzinrﬁ?? s A
ﬁﬂuﬂﬂﬂn has been affecting New Zeal- stamping of the disruptionists. mmp[:iign said quite c'h:aé‘li_.r n_ndhunequxv- !.ng_;lg;unﬂt the proscription and are conl- ’ . Y ion.
society to an extreme degree. ocably, "Vote Lsbour!" but at the saIme inuing o protest against it and demand e
| DIRECT ACTION: What other steps has o & iised criticisms of its leadership. that it be reversed. E;{d‘:} r o = ER?‘ ; g
DIEEEET&EW: Th&nmm widely cov~-  the Labow Party taken and how do you For example, one of our central slogans : SR b tHET wl'u::'EMME IN LATIN AMERICA®
ered manifestation of radicalisation evaluate the new Covernment? was "Bring the Real Issues into the Elec- DIRECT ACTION: The question of abos- ' e b ) INOVEIUENES 14
'JI"‘?-"B“_‘ the forcing of the cancellation tions'" and these real issues in our view tion has already divided the ﬁml;n ] La tiCAIDE T Ees the role of guerrilla groups,
::1?!3 'ﬁiu bok tﬂlﬂaj‘:ﬂﬂ you Rotherham: The Labowr Government is were the war, abortion, the tours and 50 Labor Party. You have mentioned that ? ::1;;5 Przfrlzm‘:f"g a;ﬁ:l;& ;:hi?:_:lnt mgfcﬁ
tell w I was slopped: ¢ill riding high on its landslide victory on. the New Zealand Labour Party has refized 2 ' mphasis on Chile and AT~
T _ of late 1972, This means that Labour to commit itself but what grrt:ﬁ;e pro- BRI
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e 5 ected on ﬂ:ie'ca:h A tion question, It has made a number of the Labour Youth Conference in which point, however the abortion moyement Thurca une 14, Sprm.
Aiected on R * puses, n Ihe unions statements about reforming the abortion members of the Y s 1ists : = Wew ! : HA i RATEGY FOR THE
~ and even in the Labour Party iself. It Lowe. it has talked of opposing the Fre oo s dﬂ -:s;ng Socialists partic- in New Zealand 15 a relatively new move- ] STUDENT MOVEMENT"
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] -,'I‘F.nl_ﬁﬂﬂ the L0ur? oS pse momy an at the Seamen's Union in late 1971, This Labour liberalising the laws but has done v&Y
e : s New Zealand bourgeoisie can have Lhe Youth conferenc : i : "8 o I've gained the impression since ['ve been
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ham: It is significant 1o the extent
is a partial victory for the anti-
mmmﬂut it has obviously
‘the tour to be called off, At the
time it shows that the Labour Gov-
Iad to concede to a very large

tion of New Zealand sociery. On the
hand, ﬂ"'h"ﬂl'wﬂiblﬁt}that anothes
could be planned for 1975 with the
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Deir Yassin, At least

murdered by Zionist 'thi: gﬁ ‘:ﬂﬁl '::re
Valuable information is provided i 2
another article on the gaoling of h':
Fatah leader, Abu Doaud in %ﬂrﬂun

A lengthy Palestinian Briefin
frﬂ"{rldl‘:l a long list of short igmcr*lull.um_l;h
t]m: ude a L'u:ga amount of hard l:-:; cum?'
J news, Did you know that the Hebrew
riters Association in Israel had decid
not to accept Arab language authors inEd
its ranks7 The ban also applies to Arabs

—_—
e

—— i g

cultural oppression which they are sub-

jected 10, then their situation i compar-

able in many ways Lo the position of the
Afro-Americans in the United States and
the aboriginas in Australia.
Of course, there arc ways 1n which they
are differently bppmsscd, b !
time the general question js onc of a
white majornty oppressing 3 non=white
national minority .

DIRECT ACTION: The mass ymovements

for social change all require leadership.

What role are the Young Socis

Rotherham: Obviously,
ialists are going 19 play an exremely
jmportant “sle in the struggle for social
chage. The radicalisation in
and, like the radical
throughout the
v youn seople
" ?u,lllf :;l.t-.-i out of this social phenom=
Enon. Th::].-:cp:c;:i_-ul an atiemj

a mass reyvelutiondry socialist youth Org-
anlsation in New Zealand. :
vhe first time 11 has ever been 5r:r1'uus]}'
Jrtempted in New Zealand. The Younsg
Gocialists is well on the way rowards at

least buil

a2ion, an
irself as that miass e

iz riomn,

d from there going on 19 build
volutionary Ofgais

writing in Hebrew .
. Other Awstralian contributions include 13

One of the special May Day features

ut at the |ame

alists going
ial change?

in New Zeal-

jsation taking place

orld, has 4 {fected main-
apd the Young Socialists

nt to form

[ think this 15

ding jiseli as @ pational arganis-

Whﬁt Borders?. ..by Michael Scott, a
‘ we
concerns the exploitation of Arab workers L¢n,mm;;§}t:ﬁ§e?:rhggt; n&t:zlai‘:ilﬂ;t

in Israel, The

R jitﬂgtzﬁz ﬁ; ?llﬁdthm}- rebuttal of an editorial in The Austral-

?:1“ couniry snd peovidiig thé Iand 6 4 Eﬁgg Palestine Forum editor, Anthony

mr w

oullined, wiog oaell Covernment - Besides providlng 2 e ST %

G ek Ti capiialGE Eomeiu{mm n:;n;n:tnt [?rm:;:tian unavailable elsewhere, Pales-

icle 1ak 7 ! = Line rorum wide

Ahnrnmin[]{;ﬁ;ﬂ;:gfgen daily Yediot articles on ﬁcli ti:;?::nl &n;‘;ﬁ?ﬁi
- Arab villages destoyed in l¢rae) and an ;

surrounding the airline murders, The

b correspondent Suggests foul play on
\Wﬁ % g Sehalf of the lsraelis as the reason why
; 4 French pilot with 12, 000 hours flying

experience should have strayed off course
into Istaeli occupied teritory.

g interesting contribution by a speclal
Ml(:a’ns comrespondent on the circumstances

P:L_lfcstinl.' Forum is undoubtedly the best
effort to date by members of Australia's
Palestinian and Arab community in their

M‘EE 59 ¢ effort to combat Zionist propaganda, No
: ane who is interested in the Middle East

or the just struggle of oppressed nation 1l-
ities for self determimation can afford o

T miiss it,
IE“S"’ \“w. = For subscriptions and further information
N ; write to Friends of Palestine
L ; i P O Box 162

Pennant Hills, NSW, 2120.
‘I'l'nc-__a'ubgc:ip{ion. rate in Australia is
<2 .00 per year, Elsewhere 56,00
air mail,
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Dear Editor, Dear Comrades, 0
121 & O v o 2 AT 3 - e
; C‘:‘fgﬂm-duﬁ? on your neid [ am a fourth form stud- : I:‘
24 page D[REL.;T JECTIO_"\. [t= bf_‘.t‘ti:l than ent at the above High School in Western "f‘r'
eyer and certainly justifies the price rise NSW,. Ona recent visit to Sydney, I was : r‘.]
2 L 3 LY oy WAL 3 L3 . i 1
to 20c. fortunate enough to attend the "Boycot e
_ _ the French” demonstration in Martin Place - }'l
The new column 'On the Picket Line®' on Thurs, 19th April, While | was there .
is a big advantage alang with the increas- I bought a DIRECT ACTION w ith which ' I )
ed coverage ol international news. . Also [ was very impressed. [ see fit to tell you L8
keep up the coverage of the abortion that [ don't agree on 11l your policles ' . §
campaign. DIRECT ACTION was way &y but generally they are in accordance fi o 3
out in front 1o concenranng on this issSue. with ;1—,_%[-,-:; of my ideals. Anyway, [ | : .
e 30 ; would like to subscribe to DA, and so to .
One criticism: the In Brief column 15 keep a continuous supply, [ was w ondering 4
good - but there should be more shorter if you could ossibly reserve a copy of the 8
articles in the rest of the paper. It hard next DA :.mtil [ get home from boarding 1 B
(0 manage o read everything as 1t 1s. school when I can then send you a subs-  p
: ' _ cription for the paper, Then you could B
Amyway - good luck with the fund drive - cend out my copy, preiera bly to me care i
enclosed is my contribution. of the aboye address, as my parents are g8
) ardent capitalists, and would like to se€ ‘¥
Best wishes, me brought up the same. [ feel, rightly, A
Karen Levitt that [ am entitled to take my OwD action e
though. i ;
Thaniing you greatly for your .
consideration,

Dear Comrade, D.P.
[ last received "Direct Action" STA N M 3
No. 29 (dated 27.10.72). [ was eager- ¥ 4

ly awaiting the next issues, but to my
greatest diﬂurpahutment no D.A. came. B“REA“CRACY CUBA
A {ter hopefully waiting for two months y
] write this letter. Dear Comrades, e
As a young student of Marxism, 1 i F E
would like some things cleared up. B4l i
follow closely the activities of the SYA Firstly, could you briefly explain how the

as I am a firm believer of Trowsky's Stalinist buréaucracy arose and was suc=

"permanent revolution", It was maost cessful in Russia? (How will [ ever be
sble to answer my adversaries who say

From the D.A. 1 was able to

helpful, reading about the Australian
working class 1nd their struggles in ~ammunism will never work?) Secondly,
D.A. [ have read in different places that bur- 1
caucracies will always be set up in the |8 :
I hope you have not stopped Third World, where it is mainly back- '
sending me D.A. If you bave stopped ward and agricultural, _whi!c in the high-
sending the D.A. becasue my sub has ly industrialised countries of the west, Ei
expired please say how much L owe suctig a ::t:;ge will not be necessary. Why i
is i3 80 { i P

and 1 would certainly oblige.
[ sincerely bope you will not Thirdly, the Cuba of Castr® and Che
{ail me. Waiting anxiously. is not regarded as bureaucratically del-
ormed, but it is not Trotskyist, and is not
exactly a demosracy. will political rev-

Y ours
olut#on occur in CubaTl

R, K. (S Lanka)

p.5. Iwould like to correspond with a Anyway, victory 1@ the World Rev-

p-pal from your country, who is also olution

interested in the 4th International and Yours,

the world socialist moyement. Judy Kwok, ;
[ am 19 years old, apd I am {(You did not enclose your address, Judy-

going 10 college . 1hope you will be if you send us your address, we will be

able to help me in this teo, Sorry if able to thoroughly answer the questions

this is any trouble. ou have raised, in @ way it is obyious=

Thanks « y impossible through this columap,-Ed)

. !
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This is the eighth part of our series on
the history and development of the

Australian Labor Party.
 *x 3

1945-46 were years of tiumph for
social democracy in the West, Labor
governments were clected to power in
Britain, Australia and New Zealand.
“The two years immediately following
the war were probably the period of
greatest influence ever enjoyed by
traditional Laborismn, The former
dominions of the British Empire faced
the task of reorientating their econom-
jes from total wartime production to

, -war In the ensuing
uncertainty of the future, the Austra-
lian Labor Party stood alone amongst
the parliamentary parties capable of
laying the basis for post-war prosper-
ity. It was easy for Labor to point to
its achievements in managing the war-
time economy and shrug off the dis-
organisation and faction fighting of the
anti-Labor groups,
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- WAR AND PROSPERITY:

The Second World War was important
for Awstralian capitalism because it
served to stabilise a youthful, still-
- emerging economy. Basic industries
~ that had been struggling to establish
themselves since the 1920s finally
~ found in war conditions the assured
- markets , disciplined workforce and
- ready finance that they needed. The
role of the Curtin Government in the
War was to systematically intervene in
ind and help overcome the various
- ©bstacles that had been thrown up in
- the way of private production programs,
. Much of the strategy for this interven-
- tion had come through the Treasury
- under Ch (ley, and it was only natural
- that Chil.ey should extend the various
~ stabilisation plans he had introduced
during lﬂé:;;ﬁ into his own Covern-
ment. [ met the special
demands of p:;awar ind-g':reial devel-
opment with assurances of larger
« markets, increased labor productivity
and availability (through mass immi-
-'M],laﬂd auiﬂ.e& P?Jhemver
2 € 1o expan uction alon
~ already existing lines, as well as e
developing new ones, 1,

‘The rapid expansion of industries
such as chemicals and explosives,
rubber and metal-working, arms and
munitions could not have occurred

- without the establishment of full

~ employment and the limiting of con-
sumer spending by strict rationing,
The outcome of measures in the
‘post-war period was a high level of
de for both consumer and capital
- goods, which was sustained by a pro-

- gramme of large scale public works

~ and govemment spending. Given
< Sthe | level oi demand and invest-
£ . roent ughout the economy in the

- e ~ years immediately after the war
‘;;F ~ commercial production in prcﬁri':’uﬁl}f
R agnated areas (such as motor
~ wehicles and electrical consumer
m] became a viable proposition,
~ Nome of the above measures could in
Ay way be conceived of @ attacks
©on capitalism, Indeed, the Chifley
:J_Gmnment wias pre | of its record
- in stabilisiog Austn lan society
after the war, Labor could point to

E disinte gration of Europe betweey |

1945-47, the crisis in Britain and
more potently, the coming disorder
in China, as evidence of why
Australia should stay clear of the
civil entanglements of the 'Cld
World.'

CHIFLEY'S FOREIGN POLICY:

Basically, the aim of Labor's foreign

policy between 1945-49 was to get

what it saw as Auwstralia's fair share

of the post-war carve-up of Asia

among the imperialist powers.

Evatt proclaimed that the test of

war had transforroed Australia into

'a great nation', a nation of

'destiny’ in the Pacific, "We

cannot escape such a destiny, " he

apnounced, “we can only try and

be worthy of it." 2. Australia's

hopes as an industrial power rested

on its access to Asian Markets,

concluded Evatt, At the 146

British Commonwealth Prime Minis-

ters' Conference held in London,

Chifley was anxiows to allay British

fears of a 'desertion’ of Australia

to the American'camp. Despite

Aistralia's new liaison with the

1US:, it "would not go round the

world begging from people.” 3,

For Chifley, Australia was still a

part of British civilisation and

therefore bound up in the future of

the British Empire. Tumning to the

Pacific, Chifley noted that Austra-

lia's own future security depended

upon the alignment of big-power

forces in the Pacific. However, with

the development of government factor-

ies and the fostering of commercial

industries, "Australia is secking to pro-

vide the widest possible base for a supply

structure for the neéeds of the Empire in
the Pacific.”" 4. In the Prime Minis-
Ecr’s own words, Australia was to be the
supply base' for imperialism in the
South-East Asian region,

As to military responsibilities in Asia
Cill!.ﬂi:‘ﬁ."i strategy became idintified :
with the interventionist methods of the
United Nations. During the Korean War
Labor did not demand the withdrawal of
allied troops from Korea, Instead it
-.wr:ridud the situation, calling on l.]:J“‘.L'
United Nations to_exercise its powers in
'I[h!: area. In this respect, Labork rn;:'l-:
in Korea was merely to follow the lead
¢l the conservative parties, s

BANK NATIONALISA TION:

Foreign affairs did not occupy a central
pl:ic_a‘: in Australian politics between g
1945-49, To be sure, the events in
Europe and the civil war in China attrac-
ted a constant interest, but this I_E.'['|-='|1.'|;‘|
to form a backdrop to more decisive -
internal issues, Thuw the 1949 Feder
nl_ t:h:‘.:tiuns were fought over l.h-u_' is.-uv :
:}! ndt%ﬂmli&utiﬂn, with the CL‘TE}T:;[E.‘.‘:{'-'L
victories in China looming bdhind, fn
'E.htl words of one conservative l_'-{;'-“‘i_l;.-:n
-‘:I'h-:: lights have gone out on the Py
Yangtze River ......here (in Australia)
they begin to dim, ™ 3. ‘

"lfhr:fn-;‘ c¢an be no doubt that the most
sigaificant campaign of the Chifley
f::t.‘:vemml:nl.‘w:s its efforts 1o naticnal-
L&:j;h;ﬂ]:;:g:;ipjr}m_m The subject of
_ k <Llon was a recurmrent one
during its entire office, and eventually
contributed to the government's dow u-J

NATIONALLS
THE

MINES /
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TENNER & i |
ALeA NEE)

fall, It involved the most systemaltic
and expensive campalgn by the banks to
convince Australians that nationalisa-
tion of the banks was the first step t0-
wards totalitarian rule, Of course,
Chifley meant no such thing. If the
private banks had settled down and
warked harmoniously within the exist-
ing financial structure, Chifley would
have never moved against them, The
government moved with amazing speed
to announce that it did not have the
power to nationalise anything else.
Indeed it was with a sigh of relief that
Labor found it did not have the constitu-
tional power to even take over banking.
Chifley was careful to explain that any
talk of the Goyernment nationalising
other industries was 'sheer nonsense'.

At the same time, it came as no sur-
prise that Labor should want to national-
ise banking. We have already spoken
of the central role which "money-power'
has played in ALP propaganda. (see
DIRECT ACTION No. 37 The Scullin

Govermnment), Nationalisation of bank-
ing and Insurance had been part of

Labor' s fighting platform since 1921,

Since the end of the war, the trading
banks had been pressuring the govern -
ment for a relaxation of wartime con-
trols , Under national security regu-
lations the wartime surplus funds of the
banks had been held by the Common-
wealth bank which was to see that
trading bank profits were stabilised
during the war at reasonable levels,
No indication was given by Chifley
that these measures would be lifted
after the war, The private banks
made it quite clear towards the end of
1945 that they were prepared to sub-
mit to these controls for the time being
while finance re-adjusted itsell,

not fought around the question of
nationalisation, In f.iiil, banking did
not 1._.'1.'i'_'|| make an dppearance as 2 con=-
tentious issue, The result of the elec-
tion was to retumn the Chifley Governs-
ment with six

sEAls, but w
:"LI'” - -_'-E'-1!_|‘_‘=;'1_:_',L..|.L- i'!.__||-__'|i'i_l"l___.' in ki 1||'-;

!L.'. er
houges, Nonetheless thi e
Chifley the opportunity to go ahead witl
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T'he proyocation for Chifley's attac)
'-._-'F'Ei‘-' Irom len. -.'1"':|.|.'=':'|I|'|_|_' l\__.”"'j.'
L -:lL'H_I';\_-l'I who had gone to the illfl'l

Court |_i-.|h,F-,-,_|'=-‘~_i_!-”‘-_.| vital S M the

ctions

]il-?l 3 Banl ing Aclts. The C ourt, natur-
I. l"J' enough, had ruled in favour of thi
council, thus nullifyine the effect of
the i"'iJ ACLs, [t was on thes ur
T.!l.ll Labor decided for na tion:z | is -.1%- i
T]E'._ reaction of Chifley's Cabinet to the
QECISION Was 1[-."."-JI1"sk;-J 15 'stunn i |

ehre ! 5 H : :

ock! 1I ‘unanimous approval',
Certainly there was no section of thi
official | a4 bOr movement at vartance
with the decision, Thi support did
not stem from any intrinsic agtcendancs
Ak i . o B b LYLL By
which Chifley may have enjoyed over

o Pawtar | o ¥e 78 5
llh..l arty, but from a fulfillment of thi
aspirations of the majority of Labor's .
Lt:-\, ¥I|_| i e . oy .. .

'! .Ilf'_1.'.' Labor has been divided on
many matters before, but nationalisatior
ol t‘.ln’.-xli';;.‘_‘\ Was a |'-'} ink of ~-'-H1'"- . :I..h
to “lu _l .II Wl ¥ - | o Y Progr

|. LEh 3l members had pledged theis
allegiance, Again - 2 .

% , it should be em
ised that Chifley's decision
tended to

: F DOL An-
; g be the beginning of "socialis
in our time", :
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Demonstration during coal strike

nationa lisation was a tactic, forced down
their throats by the uncompromising
financiers, The Government was soon
inundated with representations from
various trade unions demanding the
nationalisation of their respective indus-

e
1o ng

(IN BRIEF:

tries, To these deputations Chifley re-
plied, " the Commonwealth has no pow-
er under the Constitution to nationalise
those industries, even if the Government
wished to do so." 6.

In response to the Government's annomce-
ments the banks and their allies in the
world of big business launched a mass-
ive propaganda campaign to arouse the
public to the "dangers of an extreme £oc-
ijalistic trend in the affairs of the count-
ry." 7. By and large this campaigu

was sucessful, The ALP made no really
serious attempt to launch a counter to
the banks' campaign. There were lim-
ited initiatives on a state level, depend-
ing upon the enthusiasm of the state
branch in question. The responsibility
of the defeat for the proposed legislation
must rest squarely on the shoulders of
the Federal ALP, Except for certain Cab-
inet ministers such as Ward, little lead-
ership was given to ALP rank and file in
a national campaign to secure the take-
oyers. By contrast, financial interests
had assembled a wide array of political
support for their aims. An interesting
sideline to the bankers' campaign in
Victoria was the vigorous support of the
extreme right-wing League of Rights,
Overall the campaign was decisive in
obtaining the support of lower middle
class groups to turn away from the ALP
.t the 194€ elections Their alienation
from Labor in 1949 provided the elec-
roral . basis for the prolonged existence of
the Menzies conservative Government «
THE STRIKE WAVE: 1947-49,

As Chifley's biographer L.F,Crisp has
of the press in thelr
franker moments had 1o admit that
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: . ois in the United
.-:g]'lins'-'l”c '[]ht:::slsfﬂllﬂwi:d a raid
o7 rcotics agent. The agents
the homes of two innocent
b}' mlil:ikf, L‘l[{:. at I!.'lght.. 2
, didn't discover thelr €rror unti
pad wrecked SR pants of
e oc
lmawncdvtfhgitimc they realised
le they Were dealing with
a5 powerless ;4: their
% tms. it was 100 late,
mf,.uﬂl;_;é;t;;:mild be able to avoid
: jﬂiom_ All they need o do
. {ain to Nixon that they werc a
g cit over zealous in working for a
fu:g which they believed in.

ﬂﬁﬁ,ﬁﬂﬁﬁ REDS GOING TOO FAR

: v member of Federal Parlia-
ben:a:?l':ldlzfl}m wentworth said op May 3
E:[ the ALP is going 1o make desperate
¢iforts 1O engineer casual vacancy in
the Senate 50 that at the Senate elec-
tions later this year enough seals w ll‘ll be
rested for Labor to be able to win a
majority in the Senate. He said thﬁt
g florts would centre on corrupting

lg‘:;fL.1t:m‘.rr senators from C’I:men.iland
4nd Westemm Australia . Wentworth
went on 10 claim that if Labor succ-
ceded inits treacherous plot tl'u:‘n
Awstralia would "never cee a fair o
electoral system again". l.idbor wou
! wer to swamp the High Court
with its SUppOTLEDS and then go ahead
<ith revolutionary changes.

gat it's all right,
the revolution W
the incorruptible non-Labor Senators

from Qucenﬁland and WA have seen
drough Labor's clumsy plot.

HE CAN STILL AFFORD IT

Deputy Country Party Leader lan
Sirclair recently said that an Austra-
lian Meat Board report which said that
meat prices were not unreasonably high,
wis "admirable”, He said that he
4idn't think that government action to
stabilise prices was necessary.

NAZI GAOLED

Ross May, a member of the Nazi

Party has been gaoled for three months
for assaulting police at a recent dem-

sustration outside Sunshine court. The
demonstration was in support of several
people who were charged as a result

of an alleged raid on the headquarters
of the Nazi Party last year.

APARTHEID
White South African farmer, Jacobus

d tourt hearing.
year old black girl by striking her with

the court that it wasn't really his fault.

the baby who was strapped on her back

WNTINUED FROM PAGE 22

POWETS [0 curb communist activities in
e late forties,

E.h L349 Chifley introduced important
1‘;‘.‘?.?1'111‘!';5'41.:- to the Conciliation and
:‘U?;'tl:.:d\”k'll |'.1'I-EI i pa ssed the National
Jutrgency (Coal Strike) Act, The latte
ACL In particular, gave the State unus-

Bl strein e - :
- Strong powers to deal with the 1949

Ei:_‘u::”-t. In 'H.!t!illlw."ll,, the .i"-:.d-;:r.ll
1849 e m-l L'éilib||:-|1u'(! Asio in March
a1 Asio's main object was to keep
LIECK on the CPA's activities.

Chillay -1
ey also made use of legislation

o ILIJ l} ['I\."A.!-..‘Ij._x ;'1'.-;.".I--J150[_-11.[]11“11_"!':&—
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9 With the left of the Party,

049 coal strike. d
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sccording to Wentworth
n't be this year, because

Benade was recently fined 323 following
Benade had killed a on€

whip, But Be nade was able to convince

He had merely been whipping the girl's
mother when she turned away, exposing

oo Al 2 .

-F,".I_“d"*_"_"”-"l'!'-':l-l] measuras against sus-
LUinmunists in the late forties and

of individuals identi-

SEX TO REMAIN A CRIME IN TASMANIA

At present Tasmania's two houses of
Parliament are deadlocked over a bill
to grant adultheod to Tasmanians at
eighteen. The point of contention is
the age of consent for sexual relations,
The conservative Legislative Council
wants to lower the age of consent to
seventeen, but the Labor Party domin-
ated House of Assembly refuses to agree,
But wheéther it remains a crime for
Tasmanians under eighteen to engage
in sexual relations, or whether the age
when such activities become criminal is
lowered to séeventeen, it is unlikely
that many young Tasmanians will take
much notice,

REECE WITHDRAWS FROM LAKE
PEDDER INQUIRY

Labor Premier of Tasmania Eric Reece
has withdrawn his Government's cooper-
ation from an inquiry into the flooding
of Lake Pedder in central Tasmania.
The inquiry will report to the Federal
Minister for Environment Moss Cass,
Dr. Geoff Mosley a spokesman for the
Australian Conservation Foundation said
that Reece had withdrawn because evi-
dence heard by the inquiry indicated
that the lake should not be flooded.

BLACK HOUSING CO-OPERATIVE IN
REDFERN GETS GOVERNMENT GRANT

Redfemn's aborigines are proceediag to
build a community in Sydney having
successfully obmined a grant from the
Australian Goveroment.
after a political struggle against, among
others, local racists who opposed the
scheme, but finally the grant of
$530,000 was a big boost. _
ity will consist of a block of houses with
common "back-yards". The commun-
ity will be more in line with traditional
aboriginal culture than the system of
isolated family groups that blacks are
supposed to assimilate into.
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LABOR, GOD, QUEEN.

The Federal Government will soon

introduce legislation to give the Queen
If Labor
will be referred
to as "Elizabeth the Second, by the
Grace of God, Queen of Australia and
her Other Realms and Territories, Head
of the Commonwealth”, The fiendish
reds who control Parliament House intend
to drop from Her Majesty's title a refer-
ence to the United Kingdom and the
words "Defender of the Faith". One of
these days they'll go too far,

QUEENSLAND GOVERNMENT GAGS
[SLANDERS.

During Federal Minister for Aboriginal

A ffairs Gordon Bryant's visit to the Tor-
res Strait Islands recently, the chairman
of Dauan Island Tabipa Mau received a
telegram forbidding the people of Duaun
to give press interviews during the visit.
The telegram was purported to have come
from Tanu Nona, a regional representat-
ive for the Western Torres Strait [slands
but was in fact signed by R. Yarrow,
Queensland Government Manager of Is-
land Affairs, Tabipa Mau said that he
was disappointed that he could not speak
at length to the press.

Bjelko-Petersen's government has made a
lot of noise about how the Torres Strait
Islanders oppose a border change which
would involye cession of the islands to
Papua New Guinea, However, they are
not so keen to allow the islanders 1o
speak for themselves,

VICTORIAN HOUSING COMMISSION
CHARGED

Fitzroy City Council has initiated court
action against the Victorian Housing
Commission because it allowed nine

houses in Fitzroy to become a health men-

ace. The Housing Commission's tactic
of driving out residents who want to stay
in the area by buying a few houses and
half wrecking them so that the whole

area becomes degraded and unpleasant to

live in, is well-known, Similar tactics
are used by the State housing body in
New South Wales.

BT

': .

gines start w ork on community
gines

of course, by the no
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cial assistance;

ALP union officials were {ined under the
Act and received lengthy terms of im-

prisonment. Communist Party head-

quarters in Sy
game time,
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ing themselves isolate
:h% union movement, also found that
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WISHFUL THINKING 7

According to the Melboume Age,
Leonid Brezhnev sald in his May Day
speech in Red Square:"The war in
Vietnam for the ending of which the

n-Labor parties. The
Federal Government introduced the Nat-
ional Emergency (Coal Strike) Act which
® e of the Miners' Federation
ns which bad offered finan-
seven communist and two

dney were also raided at the
Finally, the Federal Govern-
ment sent in the army 1O work the open-
The miners, find-
from the rest of

traditionalist and righhwing unions Oppos-
ed the strike because of the unemployment

against them eyen
itself, the leadership
olding of a ballot on
to work. When the
eld, the miners voted
favor of ending the
Almost all the demands for which
had struck were subsequently rejected
The great-
de with the undue prolong-
which only succeeded

in exhausting the unity and organisation T

Soviet Union has come out persistently
and consistently, has ended," Itis
true that the bureaucrats at the head
of the Soviet Union have come out for
peace in Vietnam - peace at any price,
including the defeat of the workers
and peasants - however Brezhney must
have a strange conception of peace
if he thinks that the war in Viemam
has ended. Most people would prob-
ably think that an end to the war
would mean at least that the bullets
would stop flying and that the prison-
ers of war would be released. However,
there are 200, 000 political prisoners
in South Vietmamese gaols at the pres-
ent time and fighting is still going on
in the South, not to mention Cambaodia,

POVERTY IN PORT MORESBY

Speaking at a recent meeting at Mon-
ash Upiversity in Melboune, Laki
Ayawa, a full time industrial organis-
er for five black trade unions in the
Port Moresby area of Niugini said that
the basic wage in the area is $§11.50
per week, He also said that many
black people were living in unsewer-
ed huts built in 1945 for United States
soldiers, He said that as a result of
the living conditions, hepatitus, mal-
aria, dysentry., venereal disease and
high infant mortality are facts of life
for many people. Ayawa went on to
say that in September strikes would
take plice around issues including inc-
reased wages, increased social serv-
ice benefits, reduced working hours, ot
improved housing and inde pendence 3
for Niugini.

Ayawa spoke pnfavorably of Whitlam's

and Somare's plans for independence, i
dismissing them as 'the replacement Tl
of the white master by the black maste r. i

He said that Somare was encouraging _ iy
gxploitation of black workers in order -
(o encourageé investment in Niugini. 3

BJELKE-PETERSEN STRONG AGAINST
REDS g

Bjelke-Petersen On 3
L1

Queensland Premier,
;E‘li.l l.i.i.!-..: n

April 27 made a statement 10

the hearts of capitalists everywhere, He [
is planning a world tour during which he &
will "take every opportunity to go on 53 if..‘
teleyision and radio and tell people that y

]

there are people in Australia... who do
not want us to drift into the communist
camp,"” Bjelke-Peterseén went on (O =1y .
that he didn't like the way that the Labor ;
Government in Canberra was establishing ! E
closer links with "Russia" and China. 50 H ﬁ
he's off to reassure overseas white sup- : ; ir
remacists and capitalists that he is still !

fighting the good fight.

He shouldn't have much difficulty con-

vincing his friends of his sincerity. He .

can tz1l them about the racist legislation o8

which his government enforces against ik

aborigines in Queensland., He could even

show them some pictures of black people

living in miserable humpies, Lf they are .

«till not convinced, he could invite them

back for a guided tour of selected spots

such as his concentration camp for black i

people on Palm [sland. i i
.... BY STEVE PAINTER .

that its vicious attacks on militant unions
and civil liberties have been forgotien,
blanketed by the apologists of
a revered figure
It is no accid-

or worse,
Chifley. Chifley remains
in the Labor Party today.
ent that at the close of his last campaign
meeting in Melbourne last year, Gngh
Whitlam drew a thunderous and emotive
applause when he spoke of the "magnif~
icent achievements of my predecessor, o
Ben Chiflew" It is as vital a task for soc- i
ialists today to dispel illusions in the i
Chifley Government as it is for them to
unmask the pretensions of the inheritors e
of that Government- Whitlam, Crean and

Company. t .
FOOTNOTES ' i

1. S.J.Butlin, War Econom lBE?—iE,
2. H.V.Evay, Toreign Policy O A ust-
ralia, p.p- 131-33. ;
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282,
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s sir Wilfrid Kent Hughes, VPD 1343,
6. Chifley, 12 November, 147, in
McQueen, "Glory Without Power" in
Australian Capitalism (ed. Playford &

irsner) p.303.
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NOW MORE
THAN EVER,
NIXON'S THE ONE

BY CHRIS GRAHAM

Nixon's last -ditch attempt ‘0 diss_oci:ne
himself from the Watergate conspiracy
was finally aborted on May 5 with the

% ression of the truth of Watergate.
ThE T

e Dean's disclosure is the latest link in 2
A=y ess of chain reaction, Following the
revelations of Watergatedefendant James
McCord directly implicating the Nixon
19‘; dministration in the organisation and
TocH suppression of the Watergate conspiracy,
) official after officiz] admitted his role in
%‘: the affair- and then fingered someone

higher up. Now the finger is being direct-
the | 1y pointed at Richard Nixon,

grea
tradl wpat needs to be exposed however, is not
:t:::! only Nixon's complicity in the Watergate

conspiracy, but the whole nature of his

dministration and the i it repres-
ents, The question of Nixon's violations
‘of the US constitution is important for us
only insofar as it exposes the imability of
the capitalists to even stick to their own
legal "restrictions” in a period when the
days of the system they represent are
mumbered,

ies §

THE "WATERGATE SEVEN"

Oni June 17 last year five men were arrest-
ed at the Demoeratic Party's national
offices at Watergate. The five men were
James McCord, security chief of the
Cemmiltee to Re-Elect the President

g priztely nick-mamed CREEP), Frank
Sturgis, Virgilio Gonzmlez, Eugenio Mart-

inez and Bernard Barker, They were in-

dicted on charges of conspiracy, buglary
- andwire-tapping on September 15, Also
indicted were Howard Hunt, a high level
White House consultant who was one of
the burglars’ contacts, and Gordon Liddy,
,’::M? diuc;w {o; Nixon's election
Campaign, who refused to give informat-
lon on the Federal Bureau Ef] Investigation.

(SEVED, evenls were 1o

The procession of

~mations" which foMlowed soon show

. complicity of the Nixon administration in
n@n!ﬁng the Watergate bugging, and then

- attempting to suppress its publication,

July 1 John Mitchell, formerly Nixan's
y general and ther his campaign
ector, resigned, He was followed a
onth later by campaign treasurer Hugh
8, In addition McCord and Liddy
ere sacked from their positions,

te keven,

g,[::his year was

- Rz ! h i

h were ﬁ::. ml:;lly d'u:m:d%l r.l:lee Rtilx:h:
i 100, Hunt, Gonzlez, Sy

lartinez and Barker a1 pieaded’gui;’:yg.hl
ord and Liddy pleaded not guilty and

~convicted on all counts on January

~ When the defen;;nu came up for senten-
5 James McCord dr d
from which the Nixon a:fnplen-
- recovered, He handed
ﬂ:at,“ds;; {:Im Sirica, a leter
chargi atergate seve
um:gm orders from lh? ‘h’hit: :!o‘::em
4nd that they had been pressured into
lﬁdinghﬁﬂtz :]:f keeping silemt,
5, e t "perjury occurred
during the trial in maters highly mater—
il to .., the government's case", and
“furthet.

disclosure by John Dean, a top-level White
House adviser, that Nixon had organised the This buquiry.)

| thar "étiets Inyolved W WArcriite !,

ral of the conspiracy on his part,
azfra:i.:]"inuo\:cncu?\-:as exploded by a
report in The Washington Post which
claimed that Nixon had in fact been
aware of what was going on and later by
the damning disclosures of John Dean.

i i i ial when
were not identified during the tria 5
t}-n:y could have been by those testifying".

McCord substantiated his charges ata
Senate committee hearing set up Lo inyest-
igate the Watergate affair. (The Senate

had voted 70 - O in favour of setting up Dean, unlike Haldeman and Ehrlichman,

refused to resign gracefully from his White
House position and hence was "asked to
resign” by Nixon, His stubborness caused
considerable concern and can be seen as

The March 30 issue of The New York Times
reported on the substance of McCord's
remarks: "John Mitchell. ... approved the
espionage activity and servedas Toverall
boss' of the team that mounted it. John
Dean, counsel to the President, sat in on

a planning meeting . ,. and later report-
ed that the operation had been approved. "
{(McCord apparently did not say who had
given the approval., )

decision to gag _under what is called
tayecutive privilege" any of his associates
from speaking about conversations they
had with him on the Watergate affair.

Despite this Dean has spilled the beans,
He revealed that in September last year
"H,R. Haldeman, the White House Chief
of Staff kmew what was going on ... Rob-
ert C. Mardian, former assistant aftorney-
general in charge of the Intemal Security
Division, had been in contact with McCard,
who invoked the Fifth Ammendment ...
when asked the circumstances, Charles

W. Colson, former special counsel to the
President, was thought by McCord to have
received 2 detailed plan of the Watergate
operation from Hoirard Hunt, who pleaded
guilty to the conspiracy,”

office where he was congratulated by
Haldeman apnd Nixon on his attempts to
cover up the bugging. They were pleased

Nixon was quoted as saying, "good job
John., Bob (Haldeman) told me what a
great job you've been doing".

Nixon's statements, like his record of
"frankness and honesty" about the My Lai
massacre and the suppression of the Pent-
agon Papers, were revealed to be absolute
distortions, Great interest is now being
focussed on the move of some Democratic
zaembers of Congress, led by Bella Abzug,
to investigate the possibility of Nixon
being impeached. A survey conducted by
TheBoston Globe revealed that 49 per cent
of those questioned felt that Nixon should
be impeached if he knew of the Watergate
conspiracy and tried to cover it up-later,

[n addition, McCord implicated Jeb Mag-
ruder, second in command of CREEP, in
the Watergate conspiracy, Magruder has
since admitted his complicity,

Following McCord's revelations, Patrick
Gray, acting bead of the FBI, was accused
of suppressing evidence by handing over
82 FBI reparts to Dean, In the face of
mounting evidence that the White House
was responsible for Watergate, Nixon was
forced to retract his previous denials of
this responsibility on April 17, This foll-
owed the publication of an opinion poll
whi_ch showed that 42 per cent of Americans
believe that Nixon was suppressing the
truth about Watergate,

WOULD YOU BUY A USED CONSPIRACY
FROM NIXON?

In fairness it must be stated that not all
the world is against Nixon, He has found
support fram an unexpected source - the
Soviet bureaucracy,

Nixon now embarked on a full scale
pw%e of his staff, in order to conciliate
public opinion - and to dissociate him-
self. Most of the above-named White
House staff have been dismissed or have
"resigned”,

Despite extensive Teporting of the Water-
gale affair internationally, a total news
.bl;lckout on Watergate has been imposed
in the Soviet Union, ac cording to a May
7 Reuters report, Apparently the Moscow
Stalinists have hushed up Watergate pend-
ing Brezhnev's summit talks with Nixon in
Washington next month, This is a devas-
tating example of the Moscow bureauc-
racy's policy of "peaceful coexistence"

In his address, Nixon formally admitred
that the White House was responsible, He
of course disavowed any knowledge or

'

an important contributing factor in Nixon's

he had been called by Haldeman to Nixon's

that no person higher up had been indicted.

with imperialism,

Of course, the Moscow b o
""contingency plans" in zhmg:
Watergate crisis not receding hifes &
summit talks. But these planssses
based primarily on wher.h':]:"? 1
still have the credibility ) h’h&
decisions on strategic arms 1 o

and increased trade with the USSR, -

Or perhaps even the Stalinist buespns
are reluctant to criticise methods i
so closely parallel their own, ]

THE MEANING OF THE WATERGAT
CONSPIRICACY 5

Nixon and whatever is left of his cobm
will no doubt attempt to pass
Watergate affair as an "isolated
just as they did with My Lai, But jutis
events were to show that My Lafeplt
omised US imperialism's whole condset
of the Indochina war, a whale sereisf
events related to Watergate showed it
it was not the exception, but the i

For example, in connection with (s
trial of Daniel Ellsherg, - chirgedws
procuring and publishing the Pentiges
Papers, it was revealed that the Cestal
Intelligence Agency (CIA) obtained e
evidence against Ellsbergby illegil
wire=tapping. Ellsberg's lawyesaes
moving for a mis-trial on the &
that such evidence is not legally admis
able.

The whole nature of N‘u;;n:;em&
campaign was exposed 2
affair, It was revealed thatmofoaly m
Democratic Party's natiomlaflices;
also the offices of more ve
Democrats were buggeds

- soms of
But the most important reyelations ©
Watergate concerned Nixoa's attempts
to suppress the truth about the Wik
Vietnam, which has played a mi.j:l
in the radicalisation of millions
US and elsewhere, Watergate reves 1
what the anti-war moyement kn::(;-‘
along; that the pro-wat demunsmﬂ‘
18 thousand hard-hats was Urﬁmh s
financed by Nixon. (The _““‘“ i
luded bribing the constructien

participate, )

1
Furthermore, following hﬁxal;s‘:}‘iﬁl*
of North Vietnam last year il T8
House claimed that letters m’ T i
istration were 2 -1 in fayoure 7
As a result of the Watergt el

ade, restlted
ures, it was revealed that this -,
from a massive write-in cﬂmf“u‘

atmls
White House staff organiﬂ;ld I?gpﬁmlﬂ?
istration to misrepresent the
osition to Nixon's aggressions

1 II.‘Q“
And finally, an equally ?"“’Tpuv-f‘
fon must be raised. If N'::;‘;)ﬂ

to go to these lengths t© 2t
ist parties, then the mind b°!'fl: o
what measures must b‘;l;'z:wnopl’w‘
workin assand it a { ’W :
inorities, women, the anti-Wa
ment and $o on,

e Watergate affalr has showst d“%

i w
how the Nixon administration Wﬂ
flowing from this , it shows the

of the capitalist system, whw:ll“ﬂ‘“_
stected by the Democta o
ytion Parties, Neither pﬂﬂ?‘md -
-d interest in getting to lhct bl
Vatergate - nor the trutha m.l,“abﬂ‘l i
in Vietmam, the uxplnitntltﬂ.ﬂ e
the oppression of women € ;-;t ordefy

i - 1
resent the decaying capita cedd
v interests they have .143’-‘;:&6 y
sive car ign of lies ag bl =
about all these issues arounci

ing' peoplé aré radicalising.




