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WHICH WAY

eral election is the return of a Labor .
govermment, The Liberal and Country
parties, the parties of the bosses, must
be soundly defeated, The ALP - the
historic creation of the workers of thls
country,
against the bosses - must be returned to
power,

A reprieve for ic i
would be a demoralizing blow and will

b A
give an open g ) 1
attempts to increase profits by holding

the McMahon government

The central question in the coming Fed-

formed to fight for their interests

to the employers in their

back the living standards and limiting the

democratic rights of the working pi.‘:u.?[;];.
of th

It would mean certain continua tion
most reactionary policies in relation to
211 the issues which have stirred popular
feeling and action in recent times- Opp-
osition to the Indo-China war, the
demands of women for theirrights, the
struggle of Australian Bla u:kfi fc:r their
freedom, opposition to capitalist pollut-
ion and destruction of our environment,
and the struggle of workers for better
wages and conditions and the right toa
job itself.

€

But the ALP leadership do as much as they
can to ape the Liberals to show the "mod-
eration" and %oundness" of their policies.
In other words they merely seek to provide
an alternative guidance for the system,
not a real challenge to it in the interests

FOR THE SOCIA

of the working people,

It is essential to fight within the ALP to
repla
leadership and develop a socialist
programme which meets the needs of the
wor class and its allies,

In this context the Socialist Left (SL)
caucus in the Victorian ALP is a very
progressive development. The SL has
endorsed all the anticapitalist struggles
of the day: it has identified with the
struggles of labour, the fight against the
Vietmam war, the high school revolt and
the struggle of women for the right to
abortion.

The Federal elections represent an Oppor=-

tunity for the SL to develop this process
further, Used in the comect way, the
elections give the SL the chance to reach

fresh layers with its ideas and to draw new

forces into the struggle to build a left-
wing in the ALP, While supporting all
Labor candidates irrespective of their
politics, the SL should seek ways to put
forward its programme for the ALP,

The Melbourne "Age" (7/9/72) recently
reported a radio broadcast made by Bill

Hartley, an SL leader on the ALP Federal.

Executive, The report quoted him as
saying that the SL is "prepared unequivo=
cally to put all our efforts behind the

ce this bureaucratic and conservatve

LIST LEFT?

Labor campaign to be conducte
Whitlam, " U0y Mz,
Certainly, the Liberals must

and L:nbgr’ returned to power ihr:ef;:ht‘d
of its leadership. But the struggle t‘;u“
develop a soclalist programme Mgt

be shelved, It is precisely at this ﬂ_‘:m
that a socialist altemative must he e
presented, However, the essence of the
"Age' report was that the SL woplyg o
raise its differences with the ALPp 15&
ship during the-elections, F'-Il'ﬂ’ltnnmh
Mr, Hartley is quoted as saying thae

the Federal Executive meeting "sat]
the outstanding differences between ﬂfd
Left and the rest of the party", §ych £
line would if carried out, amount tg :
abdication of the tasks which :onjm.ut!:h
SL and a retreat before the right wing ¢
leadership,

The SL must resist all attempts b
leadership to have it put usirc]l]c 1;&}:&1”
ences until after the elections in the nam
of some spurious "unity", Thatisa iurﬁ'
road to the isolation and defeat of tha 51
Instead the SL must campaign for the
return of Labor to power and fight act
for a socialist programme. Only by rez¢t
ing out to all those forces in motion ip
anti-capitalist struggle and drawing thep
behind the Labor party and the SL can g
SL survive and advance the cause of
socialism, This task cannot be postpo
but must be carried out preciseiy,__n;ﬁ’

With the nationally coordinated High
School Strike for students' rights on
September 20, the high school movement
is taking a giant step forward, Although
the youth radicalization has made itself
felt in the high schools since 1965 when
high school students began marching with
the rest of their generation against the
Vietnam war, struggles in the schools
have so far been limited to individual
schools or at best relatively brief city-
wide campaigns, The strike on Septem-
ber 20 is the first attempt to generalize
the struggle on a national scale around
the demands for democratic rights for
students, It thus represents a leap in
consciousness on the part of students
nationally with a realisation that only a
united struggle aimed at society as
a whole can hope for success.

The issues posed by the strike are clear,
Students no longer wish to be treated as
second clags citizens with no rights to take
part in the nommal actvities of society,
They no longer can tolerate
restriction on dress and hair length that
emphasize their subservient status, They
are questioning the priorities of society
:1;3: starves cidu-:atian of funds and leads
an unequal system of leaming, that
:mpﬂusim.s the competitive na’l:ﬁ:"\e of
leaming", Students want to chage these
things and as with many other sectors
assert their right to control them and
thereby begin the process of gaining con-
trol of their own lives from the state,

The way the strike has been organi

on such short notice and so lategziﬁ:

school year demonstrates the ability of

radicals to absorb the lessons of other

movements, The antiwar movement

shown the effectiveness of mounting
single issue campaign organ-

has
nationwide
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FULLSUPPORT TO THE STUDENT STRIKE!

=1

Classroom abandcr_n.e.d in the

|

U.S.A. during antiwar upsurge

after the invasion of Cambodia, May 1970,

ized by non -exclusionary coalitons of
all supporters of the demands, These
lﬂsm?.s have been absorbed and applied to
tihgeh Egh school strike for democratc

I &

In spite of the rapid-growing su fo
the campaign, the Comm lmgist gi:oﬂr; t::-fr
Australia has failed to give it due support
and publicity, Their actyists in the
high school movement in Sydney spoke
against the newly formed students' union
taking up the issue, A report in Tribune
suggested the campaign was 'ill imed"
and high school publicity has centred
round the formation of a union, But what
must be understood is that at a certain

point no movement can continue wmless it
t]:l;e{s taac_ﬁt:? -a s[truc:tu.m without acticn
ningless, It is a pity the CPA has
virtually ignored the cafn?aign. The
Success and size of the demonstration, the
willingness of others on the left to build
it will be short of what it could have bees

But the action will go ahead and lay the
basis for an ongoing campaign, This is
but the beginning of the struggle that will
continue now on a ligher level and be
carried on by more experienced and
determined actvists, The struggle
deserves and needs the support of all the

left as it seeks to reach out to involve
thousands of students,

FUND DRIVE

After six weeks of the Direct Action
I;Luud drive we have recelved $671.
“ur target is $2000 by November 29.
Thus we are somewhat behind schedule
at this stage,
The $2000 is to finance our new offices
and help put Direct Action on a sound
financial basls,
We i.]'ll ank all those who have so far
contributed, Please don't stop. Keep
sending the donations in — now!
F'.'.... ﬂlﬂ'}" Direct Action has failed to
meet its fortnightly schedule, The basie
reason 1or this h;:;‘- been money, “Ii.lh
¥y our :'l.ljipi.:li'.L WE Can overcoame I.iLiS
problem, Sec clip—-off at left,

Should be

Rece i Vi d
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during the Olympic Games has created

an international sensation, The condemn-
" aton of the Palestnian guerrillas which
followed the shooting has been almost
universal, This latest action of the Black
September organisation raised several

i issues of crucial importance to revolution-
! ary Marxists,

! As soclalists, of course, we consider it
both the right and the duty of every
oppressed people to fight for their liber-
ation, The choice of means to achieye
self determination is completely up to the
oppressed people themselves, However,
we will be failing in our duty if we neg-
lected to provide our own fraternal
criticisms to the Palestinian revolution
as 2 whole and remalined silent on this

] occasion,

Marxism has a consistent tradition and

a crystal clear position on the question

E of terrorism, The kidnapping and killing
of individual citizens of any country can
clearly be classified as such, We are un-
equivocally opposed to the policy of
individual terrorism, Our condemnation

is not based upon moralistic or pacifist
considerations and has nothing in common
with the hypocritical outcries of liberals
and conservative defenders of the status
quo against such actions, The Marxist
attitude is based on grounds of reyolution-
ary efficacy. Experience and reason alike
have shown thatthis is a counter productive
way of combatting the grip of reaction.

At this stage the impact of the actions of
the Black September organisation is quite
plain, Clearly the main beneficaries from
their actions have been the Israeli govern-
ment and the Zionist forces, The Zionist
propaganda machine has scored one of

its major victories. The tide of world
public opinion which was swinging in the
Palestinians' direction has now ebbed.
International opinion has reverted back

to its pro- Zionist stance. Never before,
was the way so clearly opened for the
Zionist state to launch a massive attack
on the Palestinian people and perhaps
some of the Arab states. In fact newspaper
editorials throughout the world have urged
the Israeli govemment to undertake prec-
icely this course.

The hypocrisy of the leading lights of the
bourgeoisie has reached new heights after
Munich, President Nixon was "appalled
at the terrorists' action”, Meanwhile he
kept the bombs raining over Viemam,
The Sydney Morning Herald editorial
moralised about the use of terrorism as
a deliberate instrument of policy. Not
wishing to single out Arab guerrillas the
"Herald" added the IRA for good measure.
The learned gentlemen who write the
"Herald's" editorials apparently baulked
! at extending further their generalisations
to include the use of anti-personnel
weapons in Indochina, Or for that matter,
the deliberate bombardment with.ﬂ-’lpﬂh“
of refugee camps by the Israeli Air Force.
Even Prime Minister McMahon discovered
that he too was opposed to killing and
murder, This stands in sharp contrast 1o
his earlier silence at the death and misery
in the Palestinian refugee camps,

The necessity to offer our criticisms of
the terrorist methods used by the Black
September group is compounded as 4

result of terrorist tactics being adopted
by only a small wing of the Palestinian
reyolution, Only two of the appmximntcl}'
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MUNICH AND PAL

groups,
of the [sraeli athletes the

The Australian press has accepted this
vizw. Probably the most vicious attempt
to try and malign all Palestinians occ-
urred in the editorial of the Sydn
Morning Herald of September 7, which

implied that Black September was under
the control of Fateh, This outright lie
was contradicted by the report on the
opposite page which stated that very
little is known about the small independ-
ent organisation, Fateh(the Arabic

Initials stand for Natdonal Liberation

Movement of Palestine), still the
largest and most important single organ-
isation, is not engaged in this kind of
terrorist activities, This was confirmed
by a report in the Daily Telegraph of
the very same morning which stated

" »« o but Al Fatah is still the most
important of them, Yet in the context
of Palestinian guerrilla activities, it
counts for little and few of the temor
acts ascribed to it,"

The press distortions seemed aimed not
only at preparing the way for an attack on
all Palestinian organisations but a wider
target still, The danger looms also for
left-wing groups in Europe most of which
support the struggle of the Palestinian
people for self-determination, Various
attempts have been made in recent

days to tie them up with the Black
September group.

The extent of support for the Black
September group is rather limited, With
the exception of one Palestinian radio
station which referred to the recent
action as glorious, silence seems to be
the predominant Palestinian reaction.
As we have pointed out in the past this
could only be expected. It follows
directly from the intrinsic mature of ind-
ividual terrorism,

Individual terror scorns the masses and
disqualifies their capacities by substitut-
ing the deeds of a "chosen few" for mass
action and organisaton, It seeks to dis-
rupt or overthrow capitalism and foreign
oppression through the detonation of
explosives, the destruction of buildings
or the death of some of the hated oppress-
ors rather than through the political,
industrial and military actvaty of the
whole of the oppressed.

[t is undemocratic and cli_!:ist because
its reliance upon the conspira torial
methods of a tiny minority excludes the
oppressed masses from comscious
participation in the s’u'ug'gli: for their
liberation, A seli-appointed band of
saviours arrogates to itsell the E‘igbts of
decision making in the revolutonary
ess without submitting the course of
action to the tests of approval and adopt-
jon by the masses. Moreover, the
secrecy, solitude and separateness

the revolutionary forces.

It is not our role to apportion the blame
for the inane loss of life in Munich, While divided what has remained of the Palest-
it is clear that the West-German police
acted In an Incredibly iresponsible way
in trying to save face and is most probab-
ly to blame for the increase in the death
toll this is only a secondary consideration,
The rights and wrongs of last week's events and Bira'am, two Arab villages whose
depend on far deeper considerations than
these,

The anger and frustration of the Palest-

t his form of struggle is easily understand-

lan government. [tz first ever public
activity was the assassination of the
Jordanian Prime Minister responsible for
the attack, Wasfi Tal,

Much has been made of the fact that those
killed were sportsmen participating in

the Olymplc Games, This is irrelevant,
Despite statements from Brundage and his
friends sport and politics are intrinsically
mixed, Surely the Chinese Ping-Pong
diplomacy and the S bok's tour of last
year must have c
of the falsehood of thinking otherwise,

Following the Jordanian massacre similar
actions were taken by the government

of Lebanon, The Syrian govemnment also
curtailed guerrilla actvities in its terr-

itory.

More recently the "peace' overtures of
Jordan, the expulsion of Soviet military
personnel from Egypt and the fake elect-
ions in the occupled West Bank of the
Jordan River have demoralised and

ed all and sundry

inian leadership even further,

As late as last month the Palestinians
saw another example of the "benevolent"
[sraeli occupation, The case of Ikrit

residents didn't flee in 1948 but were
forcibly evicted and had their houses
demolished nevertheless, gave a good
example, The [sraeli government ref-
used to allow them to return to their
homes even though they are Israeli
citizens and despite a ruling from the
Israeli High Court that their eviction
was illegal,

inian people which led them to take up

able, For the past twenty-five years the
Palestinian people haye been suffering
under the yoke of the Zionist expansionist
state, The invasion of Palestine by the
Zionist movement was the direct cause of
the forced removal of the Palestinians
from the coumtry and the formation of
the Arab refugees, After Istael's attack
of June 1967 the remaining portions of
Palestine have been occupied by Israel. begets resistance, resistance

This led to the formation of more ref- oppression, and repression begets |
ugees and an increased misery, It is out of ism",

this misery of living for twenty five years
in tents in the refugee camps, cut of the
position of having nothing to lose that iomaries have scen the logical - - §
the guermrillas of Black September have ces of various forms

come from, have explained in the past what

One of the most far-sighted explanation
of the cumrent events has been proviaed
by a group of Istaeli citizens who wrote
in 1968 when | oc

! -TL?i-'."!l',;-_ ¢l

became obvious., They wrot

A considerable number of Arab revolut-

ing in the Middle-East s a
D"'ﬁnﬂ l_'hi_’. 135;1'_ 'E'u'.f{.:_}‘]t!r-' [iv.'_r }"'.3.11'.3 ﬂl\;’ P-,_l_ L".'El.!ll'."l-zf":," r .ﬁ‘}l cap bl : giving k
estinians have been betrayed on many leadership and undertaking action i '

mobilising the Palestinian

masses towards thelir liberatic

such a revolutionary party can, throug

occasions by the various Arab govem-
ments under which they have been living,
The governments made mamny promises

but kept very little, The recent calls satient work, struggle towards a revol-
P Iy I ¥ e

on Arab governments to curb the activit-  uton in the whole Middle East whic!

ies of the guerrilla movement can be will liberate the Hebrew and Kurdisl

viewed with utmost cynicism. For these people as well as the Arabs,
governments have done more than anoy-
one else to curb the resistance movement,
The first ever Fateh guerrilla to be killed
was shot by a Jordanian soldier. The

ordanlan army has been responsible for
Jﬂzc_d:frﬁ of more guerrillas than the
Israeli army! The rapid growth of the
Tesistance movement after the 1967 war
was sufficient by 1970 to hinder the
bourgeois Arab governments in their
attempts to achieve peaceful coexistence
with Israel, So the reactionary Arab
regimes in cooperation with Israel and

the United States launched an attack on
the moyement, The attack was responded
to by loud silence from Moscow and
Peking and had no other opponents but

the Palestinian and Arab masses, In
September 1970 King Hussein of Jordan was s :
responsible for a murderous attack on the  Our unconditional support for the Palest-
Palestinian people as a whole during which inian revolution is unaffected by our
over 30,000 people were killed. The categorical condemnation of their
Palestinian revolution suffered further methods, We urge all members of the ]
setbacks in July of 1971 when the final Black September group to reconsider their
remnants of the resistance were destroyed  tactics and join those who are :J:ln:?.dy
by King Hussein. The name Black Sep- building a mass political organisation
tember comes from the massacre of of the Palestinian people, On all u!.{?er
September 70, The organisation was people we call to disregard thewra'clft
formed to revenge the losses of that propaganda and defend the Falﬁnﬁn
period, The Black September movement revolution against the coming c
recognises the hideous role of the Jordan-  onslaught.

The lack of any viable Palestinian lead-
ership can partially be ascribed to a
deliberate Zionist policy of destroying
any developing leadership in its nascent
stages, This |.~:n=cli+:~{_r‘j in existence since
the 1930s, is now bearing fruit,

The willingness of the Black September
guerrillas for self sacrifice is oot in
doubt nor is their motivation, Their
attempts to free some of the 3,200
political prisoners in Israel deserve max-
imum support, We express full solidarity
with the campaign to release all the
political prisoners, many of which are
detained under arbitrary administrative
detention,

STATEMENT BY THE POLITICAL COMMITTEE OF THE SOCIALIST WORKERS LEAGUE

The killing of seventeen people in Munich igum::::h ﬂif;:;tnt Independent organisat- demanded by their acts of violence
s of the erﬂﬂELole_(th

September group and the PI;'I.P-P:pEfk Sy Ee R LA DL i il

Front for the Liberation of Palestine) have

adopted these kinds of tactics,

One of the aims of the Zionist -
anda machine over the last Iewpv,r:P:rsg
Was o try and create the impression
that there was only one Palestinian
organisation which they call Fateh, In
this way they try and smear all Palestin-
lans with the actvities of mimmte

In the wake of the hysteri
the killings hy a2 which followed

Zionists have been nearly successful in
their aims,
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VIETNA
NEW HE

BY JON ROTHSCHILD

U, S. informed the Aynerican
;l.lhb?lic on Et i2 that the Indochina
war had become completely "Viemam-
jsed, " On that day, the Third Battalion
of the 21st Infantry was deactivated at
Danang Alr Force Base, The Third
Battalion, according to the Pentagon,
was the last actve U,S, ground-combat
outfit in Vietnam, There are, according
to government statements, no more U, s.
soldiers involved in the ground fighting
in South Vietmam.

into the upper echelons of U, S, elected
officialdom, On August 6 ten Senators
declared that the United States was in
fact deliberately bombing dikes. They
sponsored a resolution against it.

Despite the genocidal U, S. bombing,
the liberation forces are fighting on with
the greatest determination, In the battle
for Quangtri, North Viemamese troops
have still not been dislodged from the

ncient citadel in the interior of the
city. "Eventhe country's two elite units,
the marine and air force divisions,
Sydney Schanberg wrote in the August 27
New York Times, "are now being chewed
up, slowly but emexorably, in an attempt
to retake Quangtri town and its fortress-
like walled citadel, "

Yeton A ¢t 11 B-52 bombers carried
out what Lé:gfu.s. command described

as the geaviest raids of the war, Some
3,000 tons of explosives were dropped by
the giant planes on targets in both
Norlj‘i[ﬂud South Vietnam, Also oz

August 11, U, S, fighter-bombers launched

including the commander who was leading
the units at Queson, Some are also under

arrest, "

The immediate aftermath of the fall of
Queson showed that the Saigon command
had leamed nothing from its previous
defeats, By August 26, Saigon announced
that South Viemamese Rangers had re-
taken the twon, fulfilling Thieu's boast
that "every 1nrj1” of territory captured
by the liberation forces would be recap-
tured within three months of the opening
of the offensive.

But the Rangers, to their consternation,
found the town abandoned, Two miles
outside of Queson, the 10, 000-man
counteroffensive was stalled by heavy
North Vietnamese resistince, and the

Assoclated Press wrote that ”auﬂmﬂmu“
American sources have estimated the
death toll in the offensive to ba at leagt
3,000 higher than the official figures w

But even more disastrous for Nixon's
"Vietnamizadon" policy than the massive
losses sustained biy’ the Saigon forces fiag
been the politcal damage to the " clf
fcation" program. The Mekong Delts
most populous region of South Vietnam
and for years the showcase of pacification
kaforti, offers the clearest Eﬁdenﬂe of
this,

A pharmacist from the delta town of
Caibe told Sydney Schanberg, "I don't
go one mile out of town. It's too dang-
erous, The Communists control that
area, " He paused a moment and added,

NEW ZEALAND WOMEN MARCH FOR
THE RIGHT TO ABORTION,

Actions for repeal of the abortion laws
took place in 5 New Zealand cides, July
28, Marches were held in Auckland,
Wellington, Christchurch and Dunedin,
and in Palmerston North an information
booth was set up In the square,

TheAuckland march for repeal, the first

to be held in that city, drew 150 support-
ers. Because of the enthusiasm generated
the meeting following the march decided
to form an Abortion Action Committee to

more than 200 strikes against targets in
North Vietnam,

Such records are now short-lived, Exactly
one week later, within twenty-four hours
of Henry Kissinger's arrival in Parls,

allegedly to conduct secret "peace” talks
with Viemamese leaders, more than 370
gtrikes were flown against North Vietmam,
This was two days before the opening of
the Republican party national convention
at which Richard Nixon was renominated
for president amid claims by party leaders

During the weekend of August 19-20,

as the battle for Quangtri raged, North
Vietnamese troops overran Queson, the
central town of a valley lying along the
approach to Danang, Schanberg described
Saigon's defeat at Queson as "only
slightly less ignominious than the aband-
onment of Quangtri province by the Third
Division on May 1, The South Vietmamese
troops at Queson, though under orders
from corps headquarters to hold on, be-
cause reinforcements were arriving in a
few hours, were inexplicably told by their

as the "meatgrinder, "

into indefensible

Saigon forces "were said to be taking
many casualties from enemy gun positions
on high ground along the valley.'" Again
they had been led by their commanders
into what has become lmown in Indochina

The effectiveness of the liberation
forces' strategy of luring the puppet

then mauling the trapped infantry was
shown by the casualty report released

"I should correct that, I am a Hmid map,
The brave ones go maybe a mile and 2
gquarter, "

An article entitled "Back to the Bi
Muddy" in the August 21 Newmeeﬁ
gave more information about the situation r
in the delta: "This sense of shock at'the
Commumist revival in the delta is also
felt . . , in Chuong Thien, Of the prov=- i
ince's 218 government outposts, 22
were overrun by the Communists and 58
abandoned to them when fighting broke

opsitions and

continue to build support.

In Christchurch, where weather was bad,
about the same numbers marched as in
Aukland, Carrying a flaming torch
amongst the the banners and placards,
the marchers proceeded to the University
Hall where Myrna Lamb's pro-abortion
play "But What Have You Done For Me
Lately 7" was staged. In Dunedin, 50
people marched despite short notice and
rainy weather,

. Edward Kennedy, who chairs a Senate

~  five weeks of the U. S, escalation after

that he had brought peace to Vietmam. local commander to abandon their pos-

itions, They fled precipitously, leaving
behind dozens of artillery guns, tanks,
armored personnel carriers and other

On August 26, less than one week after
the convention, U, S, officials in Saigon
announced that since the start of the newly heavy weapons and equipment, Hundreds
intensified U, S, bombing of South Vietnam, of troops are still missing in the rout,
civilian casualties had increased 100 resumable either having deserted or
percent, An average of 6,197 civilians {:een killed, Many officers have been
were wounded each l:l'lﬂllt{l during April, sacked and are under investigation
%Jm, and July, compared with a
o m average for the six months
Ecc;ding the offensive of the liberation

~ No statistics were released on the number

. ;:._-_._:_H-"ﬁ#ﬂlu killed, but U, S, Senator

subcommittee on

3 M refugees, has estimated

at least 15,000 died during the first

~ the offensive began,

#mﬁnm U.S. air attacks on North
Viemam's system of dikes was not ment-

T e

‘ioned in the Republican convention's

2ace rhetoric - and for good reason,

ate Department denials that the dikes

being deliberately targeted sound
easingly lame, On July 24 Kurt

aldheim, secretary general of the

ited Nations, said he had "private

‘unofficial” in;lmmaﬁnn that the

ere being hit, He appealed to

ngton to stop it, During the first

of August, a six-member group

enting the Stockholm-based Inter-

onal Commission of Enquiry into

S, Crimes in Indochina visited North

tmm 10 investigate the effects of

.s bﬂmbiﬂg- Agmg-ﬂn team was

: : Clar k; who was attomey general

the Johnson =dmjnimﬁan.ge

rk reported he had seen a dike, 3

ate, a tal for lepers, and
en's that had been destroyed
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£E0 Contractors Qpera
8ol the mulomiilion dotler  rin8, 1Ay uffered one major atrack
 the Yalloum West Power DineebaraloC s (see the artcle in
®, once again, displayed pirect Action No. 22) have counterposed
A attempting to lower the e € Isue of a 35 hour week as o
conditions at the Latrobe Vall cny for s 3eihe capltlist offensive, Th
off 1,000 Yallourn West pc.gr?t;:.:: 1‘25 h;ur week with no logs of y
. & been the rallying point for m
: s e :ﬂmggﬂ:ﬁgi iﬂp\;ioi'l:;;g ];:ala and as tl:is
ect iself months behind t has been biw
m:l;il wt B et opposed by the capitalist clas:,n tterly
! h.- out ] ;0_00 fit Th
and other indystria] e deterioration of the 1j
o0 plant, So it Is sl of Victoria's " Ruh over E:;’E’fi’i“"j
Eye5 of the profiteers, that |- 5 LEuicance, as the class
losses or delays occur pn;tlc- JoW attempting a new shwr.-asE in F‘
period where the drive for ;umpt! to defeat worl-clng clags ﬂghum
become more intense in Aust- n?l:nm § from the appalling conditiop
the pressure of sharpening PRy, employment, pollution and
il competition, iam ei&f]:: uhi ¥octal isolation
TS have been a milita
West comstruction workers, and the ruling class is PfﬂParizt
yet another Ihﬂ'wdqwn in order to illust.

YALLOURN: THE STRUGGL

August 24 by the Saigon command,
During the twenty weeks since the
offensive began, the Saigon army has
lost 15,610 dead and 50, 909 wounded,
This exceeds 10 percent of the aclknow-
ledged toll for more than ten years of
the war.

In reporting the Saigon figures, the

;amtnarthat can be expected should work-
; empt to defend their living stand-

The recent proposals for more
2 power

ﬁi??ﬁlﬂnﬂm??d by the Hamer Govern-
mERL x . H:mt raise the standards at La
s alley, It is merely an dttem pt
o M€ more workers to La Trobe under

¢ pretence of "decentralization® and
making La Trobe an rn:

1o work attractive alternative

ers based in the city of Melbourmne,

The recent lay-offs at Yalloun W

have been the culmination of hnduzf‘::-lf;]
actlon taken by construction workers in
i:gron of a new site agreement, which
B ?dud the demand for a 35 hour week,
i-.ritpy O*fhir:,d;;a:ing to iﬂ:;:u;wc- producte-

' 4 week's notce stat

ﬁ:at individuals who didn't mI:?:L;flitEi?ung

E CONTINUES

out four months ago. In one particularly
nasty incident, an ARVIN (Army of the
Republic of Viet Nam) battalion of the
Ninth Infantry Division walked into an
ambush and was annihilated, The
battalion's commander, fleeing for his
life, dashed up to a farmer's house and
asked to be hidden, The farmer, however,
was evidently aware of the Ninth Divis-
ion's reputation for looting and raping
the civilians of the area, He took one

lock at the officer's shoulder patch and
shot him dead. "

In the context of the Saigon regime's
demonstrated inability not only to
effectively resist the advance of the
liberation forces but even to maintain
positions previously believed to be secure,
Nixon has shown no sign of significantly
reducing the U,S, military presence in
Vietnam, In an article discussing the
"end" of U, S, participation in the ground
fighting printed in the August 27 New
York Times , Craig R. Whitney wrote,
"American midjcr.s in various roles ca

e found in all 44 provinces, and it is
impossible to drive on any of the main
highways without running across a jeep
full of advisers or "support troops' taking
supplies to a South Vietnamese base,"

There are stll 39,000 U, S, troops in
South Viemam, 12,000 of whom work
on air force bases where bombing
Operations are organized, Another 39, 000
roops are stationed on aireraft camriers
and othere vessels in the Tonkin Gullf;
40, 000 to 50,000 more are based in
Thailand, for a total of about 120, 000
still directly involved in the fighting,

Specialist 4 John Walling, a U, S, infantry-
man statoned in Saigon, got a letter

from his mother that seemed much more
to the point than Nixon's reeclection
rhetoric, "If you ain't over there, " she
wrote, "why aren't you here?" Walling
himself is a little confused, Somewhat
plaindvely he told Whitney, "I still

can't see where they can say we aren't
here, "

reemployed,

Imfwmdi.rl:ﬁ.l}' the dispute went to arbit=
ration but talks broke down. with the
contractors wanting to ir:tr-::,Ju\.;c a 39
hour week plus a dismal 8 extra per
'-'r'l.';C]-, and a l}-.il.j'lili[ ,."l FEl 1-';'1.,'1:1-; in 12

mon ths,

This was, quite correctly opposed by the
union as it meant ne gation of the solid=
arity of the union around the 35 hour
week L€, Scab labour could be g]nplﬂyﬂd
and workers w ouwld be l..h“}'»ri‘-ft.'.*d of about

Sib i week in over award payments If

=5 T SV T o

'11_‘-} WEIC more than an hour late for wutk
Cic,

I.i-l. r'-‘."'-»:[li'tt_i\:'“ t'-,l [j“_: l-‘”_i""l...’ll: Lht: uD.EClﬂ

{.‘t:i&_PI-IE-_‘&I 4 black ban on the Yalloum
Y &5t Power Statdon,

A lively band of 300 marched through
Wellington's streets, followed by oppon-
ents of abortion numbering about 500,
Despite the intrusion of 50 many opponents
the march for repeal of the aborton laws
was enthusiastic and attracted sympathetic
attention from women along the way,

The opposition, organised by two male
university students from the campus Cath-
olic Society, was quite obviously

articles on maltreated children or

"battered babies", This resulted from
the release of statistics related to this

by the National Society for the Prevention
of Cruelty to Children, in Britain,

This organisation claims to have deal
with approximately 100, 000 reported -
cases of child neglect and child cruelty
over the past year and this is only a tny
fraction of the number of children in
Britain estimated to be beaten starved
and neglected by their parents,

In 1970 the NSPCC made a sur vey of

292 reported histories from thelr social
workers' case books, Most of these cases
of cruelty were committed against very
young children and many of these chil-

dren had a history of successive beatin
and injuries, o

There was also a far greater incidence of
these crimes amongst lower income
families,

Articles on this subject appzar periodic-
ally in the daily newspapers when the
findings of a new survey are published or
when a particularly gruesome case comes
to public attention,

But the writers of these articles can offer
no explanation for this phenomenon,
They talk about the need for increased
attention to this problem by the govem-
ment and barsher punishments for the
parents, but treat the question as if it
were some inevitable abemation of

mobilised through the churches and througt human behaviour in need of policing,

Catholic high schools, whose uniformed

pupils made up a large part of the counter- The point is, however, that this is just

march. Family groups were well in evi-
dence and dozens of young and bewildered
children trudged with their parents under
mass-produced placards reading "life not
death" and "abortions kill babies", Some
of the anti-abortionists were so unfamiliar
with the issues that they picked up pre-
abortion placards.

In Wellington, the work of the Abortion
Action Committee had been hampered by
lack of publicity; the newspapers did not
print its statements and most of the posters
and stickers put up by the Committee's
supporters were destroyed or covered by
ant-abortion material, However, at the

one aspect of the misery of people in
capitalist society and is an aspect which
is linked in many ways with the struggles
of women - for abortion, for child-care
for work and equal pay which all
challenge the role of the nuclear familys

It is when children are unwanted - when
they are seen as instruments of oppressio:
causing economic hardship that they are
bashed and beaten. As long as children
are regarded as the private property of
their parents and under their control (no
matter how sick and unstable these parent
may be) children will bear the brunt of
their aggressions and frustrations,

rally following the march, spirits were high

and a powerf :
ers to be clearly heard above the chanting
of the few dozen opponents who remained,

Speakers included Brian Edwarnds, Labour

sound system enabled speak-The nuclear family in our society is a

narrow, conflict-ridden, imward-looking
institution, often tying people to intoler-
able personal relationships through econ-
omic necessity.

candidate for Miramar; Jaqueline McClug- ; e .
gage, secretary of the Wellington Women'sIt is in this atmosphere of H‘m'cuhﬂt}:h.i :
Liberation Movement; Irene Kennedy, who ambivn}en-fe and often GL;U}E;E ; l.:.;sc Ed-
spoke as a woman who had ha’ an illegal that children grow up, helplessly depe

abortion; and Gillian Goodger, a high
school feminist, Towards the end of the
rally, David Shand, Labour candidate
for Wellington Central, took the micro-
phone to criticise the opposition's lack of
tolerance and to state his support for a
movement which would rid society of
the backstrea abortionist, The actions
on July 28 showed that in spite of heavy
odds, the abortion campaign is moving
ahead and is contnuing to grow into an
important national movement,

BATTERED BABIES

Recently several papers have run long

LF.’\: -

Auckland March for Abortion Law Repeal

B UNDER A | A : |
“opysCONCEPTIONWANTLA WOMANS HIGHT 10 Choose

ent, and vulnerable to all kinds of physic
al and psychological abuse,

» when child rearing is a social
S:lsﬂp?oﬁgiliq', when \x'c:gmun can cﬁm#
freely when and if to bear children, when
children are no longer regarded as private
p when economic and social depriv
deprivaton are eliminated will child

battering cecase.

This phenomenon emphasiscs the urgency
of thf sguggle of women for thelr dem-

ands around these issues,

on July 28
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ANTI-ABORTION
FORCES ORGANISE

BY LEITHA NILSEN

Struggles for liberation on all levels are
almost always met by a counter-reaction
from elements within the existing social
structure, As it is with struggles for
national liberadon so it is with women's
liberation, The call for the repeal of all
aborton laws and the launching of a cam-
palgn to this end, has resulted in the anti-
abortion forces rearing their ugly heads,
Abortion constitutes an extremely volatile
issue, It represents the initial step in the
liberation of women in contemporary soc-
lety, It challenges the total role d wom-
en in the social structure by allowing them
them control over their own bodies and
thus determination of the form and
direction their life will take, A struggle
for the repeal of abortion laws illuminates

Pts to lobby individual members of parl-
fament on the guestion of abortion is an
act of political nalvety, Abortion chal-
lenges the whole structure of capitalist
society and its basic unit, the family,
Politicians who work within this structure
will not be easily persuaded to attack its
foundations,

Some sections of the feminist movements
have suggested that since bourgeols soc-
lety may legalize abortion for the purposes
of population control, the issue no longer
requires a concentrated mass struggle and
can be left to the "forces of evoludon”,
Such an attitude is a dangerous fallacy,
allowing abortion opponents an unchallen-
ged field and permitting exponents of

the fact that women are no longer pre-
pared to accept a code of morals and

gocial norms determined not by them—
selves but by the state and the church,

population control an avenue to suppress
women merely in another form,

The question of abortion law reform as
: opposed to repeal echoes these sentiments,
The antd abordon forces launched their PPo it s
5 : . : Rﬂ!@’ml, and the restricdons and limitat- .
inidal counter attack with a public meet- ey SV R Yo %} b
- _ lons contained within its fabric, is a L
ing held at the Coburg Town Hall, in Yy et o ;
S ' ) tactc aimed at limiting women's rights '
Melbourne, a few weeks ago, Their o fathe o B ke '
“ et and retaining the declision making in the :
central slogan was the "right to life"- hands of the (BT (TP ety T
b TIY o VL Tkt By o ands of the state, politicians and ¥
ey | i i e : 3 clergy cannot maintain the outright illeg- 3
living human being and thus placing R OF shoeton Hisy wh : i :
T e p et D e T ality of abortion they will attempt 1o im- ,
P_E;LEE[ 1ﬂum ;;- D"F[{;‘i :FLIJF'L;':L\ e xe pose as mamy restrictions in its path as 4
regnant woman, ur speakers were T ¢
present , two doctors, a Roman Catholic F "
P Eiyies e . _ i
priest, and a Lutheran SHARISLELS all of them An independent mass movement, calling -
them men, blantantly illustrating the o He renea ]l 6F i horton Tawe. ek fom 4
contempt they held for the role of the S b eselam dhtin ravtics Ie (he
woman's decision in the issue of abortion. . A campaign organized around 3
The keynote of the meeting was emotion- .E:ulm' Yis ,'__J’j','i'J' < TSR >
® = - - L LA il Ay 1L Ld il Lla ik L Lk R -
alism, perpetrated by slides ranging from ;= o A o0 o Sy Abortion )
lbm‘ld foetuses :l]:lj !:-q'_"rfﬂfitl.'.‘.d J:‘E'rt‘.':;; 15 ’ issue !ﬂ '.'.'ht-..{!'!_-:-_ 1 J 8 J l 3 I:
to statements like "abortion on demand identify, By forming 1
will lead to euthanasiz and the gas cham- ‘:,u“ﬂ.ﬂ; ﬂfv._ﬂ_jm, Sroune and ind i nal k'
bers of Germany"” and "abortion is deny- a mass campaign ca ';H{H_-‘ li;zi.l..l ulf T |
ing women the right to exercise their mobilizing broad ) ivers of wome M’fl, s
e = TLAMLE2001)s Wi GAAL L4 S ] 1 WY -.1.-:.. ]
f'l.LIlLth‘I‘ﬁ . ‘}'I'_j'l,.-.',__"'.';!.l_" against goyernn ant r"‘lll‘-l'l"-"-'- A1 E
; p . ibortion campaign can give impetus to the 4 )
Proponents of the "right to life" hold S e e B T A
. " : the feminist moyement a5 a whole and s
tantamount the life of the foetus, with negate the mvth that women are incapabl s
> L - LRy - . - L = - SR L LL% 445 | L Ol
abortion being equated with murder, In T el rce '
s : of mobilizing as a polidcal force, -
most cases, on this issue, there is an : 2

inevitable miove towards the condemnat-
ion of any acceptance of sex in all but
the narrow confines of marriage and for
the purposes of procreation, Generally,
arguments of this type include

Abortdon is the first step in the liberation
of women in society. It must not remain
a clandestine luxury, but should becom:

a basic democratic right, available to

a maral 11 wao

: : women, at any time,
judgement and condemnation of those 2 Y
indulging in any kind of sexual behaviour,
other than that prescribed, and especially The latest publication of the anti-abort-

a moral judgement of the woman who
becomes pregnant outside of marriage,

ion forces in Melboume Is a glossy black
and white 12 page brochure called "Abor-
tion", featuring a
The argument that abordon is murder is labelled "54 months, 12 inches"
an emotive distortion, The foetus is not
a human being, It is wholly dependent
upon the mother for life and cannot exist
outside the womb. It is part of the mot-
her's body, not a single entity in itself,

Published by the West Preston "Oppose
Abortion Committee"”, it is filled with
larger-than-life photographs of foetuses
and newborn babies interspersed with
snappy captions like 'you weren't just a
blob', 'if you can't come at the god bit',

Moreover many of those who espouse the
and 'you were around at your conception',

"sanctity of human life"” in relation to the
foetus, demonstrate very little concern
for those children already born or for
those women who die from backyard
abortions, In mapy cases their hypocrisy r
is intensified by their acceptance of, or
oblivious attitude to those thousands of
people slaughtered in modern technolog-
ical warfare.

Vith its semi-hip, chatty style it is ob=
viously designed primarily for youthful
readers- with obtuse quotes from G, K,
Chesterton, Bob Dylan and a Sioux indian
of unknown identity,

Finally, on the back page of the booklet

is an appeal to all "concerned with human

life”- "people, youth, teachers, local
and parish councils and archbishops" (%)
to organize against abortion,

In essence these arguments against abort-
ion are used to obscure the basic facts:
that is the rights, the safety and the life
directon of the women involved.

This type of expensive, if gru::‘ltly prod-
uced propaganda is being distributed in
large quantities at this dme, especially
pricr to the elections. Itis further evid=
ence of the need for women to organize
to claim their right to decide what the)
will do with their bodies and thelr lives

SUPPORT THE
SOCIALISTS FOR LABOR
CAMPAIGN

New badge — ideal for socialist
supporters of the ALP,

Order Now! - from Socialist Books,
P.O, Box 151, Glebe, 2037.
Daly 25¢ (including postage)

The right of abortion must be fought for,
A belief that the government will repeal
the laws is an exercise in self delusion,
All politcal parties, and many religious
groupings have made a vigorows efiort o
suppress the question of abortion. Attem-

NIXON'S SUMMITRY
AND THE
WAR IN VIETNAM

A detailed analysis of the present stage
of the Vietnam war by Joseph Hansen,
a leader of the world Trotskyist move-
ment. Hansen explains Nixon's
current war strategy, the meaning of
Nixon's visit to Peking and Moscow,
and the need to continue building

mass antiwar actions in the streets,
Order now! — l4c, (including postage)
from Socialist Books, P.O. Box 151,
Glebe, 2037,

foetus on its front cover




| The th of peo'-capitalism in Aust-
l‘ ralia has led to ap mcm{insci ﬂ;;ﬂt for

highly trained people. e -war

period this expressed itself in an enlarge=-

new universitdes, In more recent
yﬂgr?thm has been an explogve growth
in the number of Colleges of Advanced
Fducation (CAEs), This growth bas re-
flected iself in student government,
B The National Union of Australian Uni-
versity Students (NUAUS) has _:ldmu:[ed
many of the student bedies of these
P! CAEs into membership and two years ago
W changed its name to the Australian Union
of Students (AUS), Numerically the
O union now has over thirty constituent
D Sodies and over 140, 000 individual
:‘ members.

9 AUS national conferences are held twice
s year and are usually refemred to as Feb-
#  ruary council and Aungust council, The
U conference venue was St, Kilda's George
hotel, which is better known in Victoria
for its strip shows rather than as a con-
ference venuve and was a legacy from

& ¢he old days, Perhaps conferences of

i thirty people could have been held there,
£ With one hundred people packed tightly
into the hall and the temible accoustics

# chaodc situation developed, The chaos
T was worse than anything expected out of
any such conference,

£ The delegations, which were limited in
¢ their size to five only two of which could
£ Hhave occupied the table at any one time,
rally reflected the character of stud-
ent politics, of the current period, Un-
like the United States where CIA financ-
led the overwhelming bulk of student
saliticlans to shy away from the national
ody, the AUS reflects local campus pol-
itics fairly accurately, Thus the major-
ity of delegates were of left-liberal
persuasion with support for the ALP being
| the predominant political line,
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The underlying importance of AUS be-

| comes apparent when you realise that

- only one Trade Union (the Amalgamated

. Metal Workers Union) has more members

" than AUS, While it is true that unlike

~ workers students can't fundamentally

- change the course of society, the potent-

- lal significance of AUS to the student and
- mass movement can't be overestimated,
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~ The vast majority of those who are active in
~ the elected bodies of student government tend
&3@ see their position in a bureaucratic fashion,
A -~h ‘nue reformists, lefi-liberals, centrists, right
. wingers and DLP stooges have one thing in
- common, They all see the holding of an
LA A *pI[_iu::e as worthwhile in and of itself, In fact
he %a;,r sce i.I as the worthwhile aim,
-~ Iheir political life consists of making deals,
ey R _Eﬂlﬁl‘ it is with the ad.tninistratiun, or
. with other politicians — for personal benefits
- © for minor reforms - the essence remains :
di¢ same, The mass movements of the anti-
¥ar, women's liberation or blacks and gays
; : at best of secondary consideration, At
. Womtthey are imelevent, Typically it is only
8k ;S;I;! ul;a:ton which concem them,
4 lerm considerations
mind are higher and better mﬂﬁ .
thether in the student movement itself or 1p
parliamentary or journalistic career,

'ﬁmmnm ghouh: ic wu:ilid, left-wi

¥ € traditional labo i

are under attack from cmm;:ﬁgfii
h&rﬂ:.imp&_{i‘; ;Zlmdia, the New Democratic

: eadership is b
~ pressures to bea s RVaf
B saucws of the NDP so that it no longer
is

- @ caucus within the party, butan agf,ﬁl-

on outside the party,

] cton Le

TR %M'}- A counterpart to the Sol;hlﬁue
~ Workers League in Awtralia, has been

Wt w&ﬂm&eﬂtw Zealand Laboyr

- iy, Actions alm? these lines are a1so0

mlﬁhk:n the leadership of the
A ; Party, In Quéeensland
fe “Trotsky ement” has been pro.

s Direct Action Ne. 23, we pointed ouy

»ﬂtumecuﬁn of the Tasman.

d on June 26 1o reduce

1 1or new branches will no.
before the State Fxtcuﬂﬁgt

/ 41. o= ers &

seent of the old universities and the build-

I oo the lelt.-,.,-j_ug "Waffle®

week of November, So

AUS

MASS

CONFERENCE
SUPPORTS

MOVEMENTS

BY SOL SALBY

and left control of student government [0 pre-
cisely those forces which they opposed.

While this has been the position of most ultra-
left forces there are exceptons. In La Trobe
University the sectarian politics of the local
Mazoists have led to their defeat and consider-
able loss of influence on the local Student
Representative Council, Although the C?m-
munist Party of Australia does stand candidates
in student elections, their candidates, like
Brian McGahen in Sydney University, don't
disclose the fact that they support the CPA,
and their platforms aren't based on reyolution-
ary politics but on reformism and social work,

The only socialist organisation, actually the
only left-wing organisation, to have been
repreg ented at August Council was the Social-
ist Youth Alliance, SYA members present
included Frans Timmerman and Seol Salby
(University of New South Wales) and Barry
Simpson (Monash), In addition delegates
from the Westemn Australia Institute of Tech-
nology (WAIT) and Canberra College of
Advanced Education (CCAE) expressed support
for the SYA campus strategy. The reason SYA
was represented can be seen as a result of its
strategy, SYA members have contested
elections on several campuses presenting a
socialist altemative and a socialist programme
Their success enabled them to be elected as
delegates to the conference and have some
influence on the proceedings,

In marked contrast to some of the ultra-lefts
the forces of reaction consider influence over
student govermment extremelydmportant,
The main group to operate on campus is
‘Peace with Freedom', the campus amm of the
National Civic Council and the DLP, 'Peace
wliﬂ%s Fre;dnm}: operates through a chain of
clu oushy 1 '
ratic L:?:mr, Rad?clif%t[éfmﬁﬁnuiésnuﬂuﬁ.
(:cs?.full?' to turn back the tide of the new
:ad.tcahnunn, using their clandestine
F‘ighdng_Fund". Their attempts in gaining
E‘ME;E in campus election haye been re-
arkably unsuccessful, The o i
has been La Trobe University wné:r:x tieelirnm
benefited from the backlash against the Mao-
ist sectarian puliti-:.:s. Recengy in the elect-
lons for the goveming body of the University
of Queensland Union (UQU) the DLP lost again

the six new b
branches will ceage

ranches will

.|b'¢]" #

ot exist
ind the eleyen old
to exist in October,
However, |

s 10r a branc
at the 1974 Etater;nLL'.:"h
mugt have begn charte

t be represented
‘:Dlﬂﬁmnce. it

when the balance of power shifted from the
right-wingers of the past to left liberal forces,
The only known delegates of the extreme right
right-wing were one from Macquarie Univers-
ity and one from UNSW, (The proportional
representation method at UNSW gave SYA two
delegates, the left-liberals one and the DLP

one, )

Conference sessions were extremely long and
chaotic, (One session lasted non stop from
2 pm Thursday till 6 am Saturday a total of

most of the business sessions, Amongst the
large number of examples, probably the best
oné was the half hour devoted to a debate
whether AUS head office should have three

or two or one or no,,..5TD phones., The
‘happy motion" moved recommending a carrier
pigeon service, truly indicates the level of
debate, The only sessions where trivia didn't
predominate were the Abschol, National,
Intemational sessions,

Some of the topics and motions discussed at
the conference were:

ABSCHOL

. The Abschol department is going to concent-
rate from now on solely on Aboriginal scholar-
ships, The only exception to this decision is

in Queensland where its going to retain all its Obviously at this stage AUS can only et

to provide information to its constituent
members in order to educate and inform
people about the repression in Ceylon,

other functions because in Queensland the
Blacks do not consider its attitudes paternalist-
Ic and trust the local Abschol organisation
in all other states a Race Relation Board is
going to handle the previous Abschol actvit-
1es as well as Niugini and Anti-Apartheid, A
full ime black officer is going to head th.is
Elnnrd. '}1:his motion

OS¢ Who wanted a race relation wi
only one pa ?d officer, siving on Lit:zﬂ:jc; ;;LIE-
mented 5 contins a0k Who

ue the old a
have a full time black officuian%;nuﬁ :u:g
t_h.e compromise motion, UNSW dclegat%:
:Il':jr_zmennnn emphasised the importance of
:-:ﬂ.l:li}cen?:;tl iﬁ&ﬂnﬁyﬂ?lack people, which
Lot . f 1€ new set-ir

Niugini ﬂﬂ;li:f.‘.l', the Abschol officcrpinghﬂﬁe
Editor of National U are all Joining the mnk
of the unemployed as a result of severe

I

f
1

1
L

rictories

|

crals did
b ol f1c)

lies in the lact that du

ressive measures," The motion was moyved

AUS is still dominated by reformist and
left-liberals
i ! likely it is going to be so for the foseesble

compromise between futire, So far achievements of socialiss
have been limited, but decisions such &5
the ones outlined and similar ones such &
the support for the September 20 High
School strike show the potential of using
AUS to obtain social change and suppon
the mass movements, As the radicalisit=
ion proceeds student government is goI5g
to become a more and more imporiast
sphere of activity
council has shown that politically directed
intervention can help continue the proces
budget of the radicalisation,

Although all this should be supported 10
the utmost, Labor Youth is bowing slight-

upon it by the State Executive, At its
LY exec, meeting on August
existing secretary-ireasurer,
Left supporter
' ¥
member of a conservative break-awiy
that the right has instilled a fear in the

“"IKlled",
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glaghings, Natdona)
golng to come out g
special lssues,
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ABORTION

Probably the most si ca
from the MNational Aflfairg s:t ﬂlﬂh ”

motion conceming abortis Wl gy
had as its [-"G!iw Lmdr:r "FEI:;] lpw*
the abolition/liberalisation n:} € Libyy, §

laws. On this occasion it all gpe
Wag ]]'uhém
Iy

that AUS supports th

scale of ﬂ}up\?tf:mun": ;cbli:‘lgu il

for the immediate repeal of nc‘@
laws, This motion was can-ilu %
mingly with ve Uttlg: deba &l w
delegates agreed that nbonite {5 mon
an's right to choose", The Mg 5&,
constituent bodies te suppartn:}il on 4
and give it financla ajd mm,:%h
the ‘.:Huup':lign is set up on cam ﬂ’“_'lht
recelve aid and make a suce P Lt cqy
immediately, mﬁﬂﬁn

ANTIWAR

During the intemation

B-:m'clm, from the Naé];:msfslfgn }h'
Coalidon (NPAC) in the U1'1ite\;]m5"ﬂmH
:derr::;sed the conference, John fate i
ing Australia on his way back ﬁ.‘::‘m
where he represented NPAC in By
mass rallies, His address to r.h‘1 ml’
ence was one of the feyw mcg{;.;d by ;

lamation, as he succinetly exphmm

Nixon's strategy in Indochina and the }

need for international antiy '
Later on the conference endmﬁz
action call by NPAC, (Reprinted
RIIHRL.}ECT ACTION 25 Ay
ile it was recognised 11 that setiey
on November 18 will clash :.ri&:h“ '
students' exams the impact

considered by everyone to be s clently
important to disregard the dliﬁfiilhu

involved, and move ahead to build &
November 18 action, brilige

CEYLON

The following motion was carrie
whelmingly by August ccuncilf"ﬁnu:?ﬂi
condemns the Sri Lanka (Ceylon) govem-
ment repressive measures, including the
arbitrary arrests of over 10, 000 pecple
including many students, AUS demands
(2) Cessation of all trials

(b) Immediate release of all pelitical
prisoners

(c) Immediate cessation of all other rep-

Ly JUNSW and seconded by WAIT.

of various shades, Most

for socialists, Augst

Yy to the tremendOus pressurcs placed

27, the

a Socialist
was replaced by a leadizg
rom Labor Youth, The reason for

eft that it is small, and will easily
So LY ls conceding earlier
by re-habilitating the fake-

left, The result being that the AI.PM

State Executive has again made a3 P
forward in its attack on the left H
1972 | d the ALP

5 an ¢lection year,; af
\ucrats are continually U‘Ylﬂﬂgﬂ
orget their working class base; &

party hained out of the defeats
working class in the 1890s; Th £
15 blatantly shown when these bwt?:'!
11 they could to sell out ;
1l strikes of earlier this Y&&us
classy the

e

pressure of the working

ust 24, 157, 1
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THE RADICALISATION

The following is an abridged version

of the major political document adopted
at the 3rd National Conference of the
SYA in Melbourne last Easter,
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CAPITALIST CRISIS

The last year has been a year of crisis

for imperialism. In one country after
another the revolutionary struggle has
intensified. Upsurges in Ireland and
Bangla Desh were the must prominent
sign posts of the struggle and mean-
while the Indo China aggression of the
U, S. has continued. This central
problem for U, S. imperialism con-
tinues to have enormous effects on
the rest of the world.

Nixon has continued to pursue the aim
of military victory. He has manoe-
uvred with different "plans" to lull

the antiwar sentiment of the American
people and with different military
manoeuvresbut with no success. The
invasion of Cambodia in May 1970
led to an unprecedented upsurge of
antiwar sentiment and to the hasty
withdrawal of U, S. troops. In Feb-
ruary 1971 the Laos fiasco put paid

to Nixon's propaganda about Vietnam-
izing the war, The "crack" ARVN
units were smashed and drove home to
all that Nixon was attempting to
extend the war.

The continued withdrawal of U, 5.
troops and their replacement by
"saturation" bombing has also been
unsuccessful in guaranteeing a military
victory for Nixon, So he has sought
this in his trip to Peking. He hopes
for a repeat of the 1954 Geneva dip-
lomacy where Peking and Moscow
paved the way for conceding the gains
of the Viemamese revolution,

As a result of the continued military
expenditure in Indo China the growing
crisis of the U, S, economy has been
accelerated, This forced a showdown
with its trading partners as the U.S.
attempted to alter the international
monetary system to its own advantage.
The growing power of the European
and Japanese “industry at last forced
(in effect) a revaluation of the dollar.
and consequently for the capitalist
world a recession,

The Australian bourgeoisie has watched
from the gsidelines while this process
has taken place out nevertheless has
been forced to make some sharp
adjustments relying as it does on Japan,
U.K, and U.S, for 50% of its exports,

To maintain its don it has attempted
to make the wor class pay for the
crisls. The main way that the bourgeoisie
has put the squeeze on the living stand-

ards of the workers is through inflatdon,

Contrary to arguments that the struggles
of workers are the cause of inflation,

it is clear that the caose is to be found
in the public debt. The monopolistic
price structure derived from the con-
tinuing capitalist concentration and
centralization, under the spur of grow-
ing international competition, and the
government financial outlays necessary
to protect monopoly profits and under-
write the research and development of
the corporations.

[nflation is a chronic problem of capit-
alism in its death agony and leads o
increased wage demands by the workdng
class once it recognises the phenomenon,
These demands are necessarily enforced
by strike action in practice or threatened.

Also inflation leads to a deterioration
of competitive advantage for the
Australian bourgeoisie and to general
instability of the capitalist world
monetary system.

The bourgeoisie has forced a recession
to increase unemployment. 5o far
this has not been enough to put real
pressure on wage demands, If the
recession continues we can expect
working class retaliation against the
threat of mass unemployment. So far
the combativity of the working class
has meant intensified struggle against
edundancies and in defense of their
wyage demands.

The bourgeoisie has attempted to counter
this with laws aimed at shackling the
unions but so far has shied away from

the massive confrontation required to
implement these.

Under the new conditions of capitalism,
trade wars, monetary crises, and recess-
tons will increase. Regardless of the
tempo or scope of such events, wh{-:h
are unpredictable, the gfcnuﬂcatmn c-{
interimperialist competition on Llhr.- world
market means that the bourgeoisie p:usr.?
find a way to maintain its position n th.:
world market. This can only be done by
attacks on the wage gains, s}ti:md?rtdhs of
:sino  organisations and rights ol the
:::ﬂmg clgass. In the cument turbulent
litical atmosphere such attacks can

in i d rapid
result in intense struggles and raj :
radicalisation of a declsive section of the

working class,

bstantial social reforms and concess-
?;]n:can be wrested from the ruling &
classes in the struggle that lie a:!'ﬂ‘fa :
But the intensification of compet:mﬁn
on an intemational scale prevents the l
growth of any long term series of socia
reforms large enough to dec:_sw:ly ;
reverse the radicalisation of increasing
sections of the Australian people :;t in
motion by the social struggles of the

last period

THE CONTINUING
RADICALISATION

ear the process of the
i:d?::ll:;:an has continued to deepen.
Other issues have been ?hn:;l r;:ul th::ew
ome fo
mﬁﬁ?ﬂ?&gﬁ:; zapitnlim'l destruction
i nment and the ecological

of our envird life of humanity
z::l&m ‘gichp'lt::n revolts, the gy

The essence of the demands for prison
and judicial reforms has been an affirm-
ation of the dignity and humanity of the
prisoners. The recognition by most young
radicals of the prison struggles as part of
the movement and their sympathy and
identification with the prisoners' demands
is a further gauge of the radicalization.

As with prisoners, bourgeois society
views homosexuals as outcasts.

The gay liberation movement has raised
a series of demands-against the way homo-
sexuals are treated by bourgeois society.
These include insistence of equality
before the law like other citizens, with
full rights in all respects; that their
private lives be their own, free from
legal or police restraint; against police
entrapment practices; for their accept-
ance as equals in all spheres of social
life.

The gay liberation movement was strongly
influenced by the opposition of the women's
liberation movement to the commercial
exploitation of sex, the reduction of sex
to something other than a free human
relation, the reactionary and stifling
sexual norms of bourgeois society, and
the psychological distortions of sexuality
and sex roles in a class society based on
the nuclear family system. The women's
movement began to see that the antagon-
istic attitudes towards homosexuals are
simply another facet of a sick social
order, Broad layers of young people are
becoming opposed to sexual oppression

of amy kind.

Another sign of the deepening radical-
ization is the growing rejection, first

by the youth and then by wider circles,

of the cultural values and authority of
bourgeois society. This is reflected in
all the arts, and in many other ways. It
includes the proliferation of underground
newspapers with a generally radical bent,
and a new thirst for and interest in radical
books and literature of all kinds.

THE ANTIWAR MOVEMENT

The anti-war movement, camed out
through months of intensive pmpaganfla
and action, in April, May, June, 1971,
culminated in a massive outpouring of
people on June 30th Although not the
largest Moratorium it was clear by now
that the movement against the war had
the overwhelming support of the Austlmlfan
pecple, and that the cost of the continuing
presence of Australian troops in Vietnam
was too high for the Australian government
both in terms of the radicalisation of
further layers of young people and the.nr
active involyvement in political opposition
and also in terms of the dampening of the
Liberal-CP coalition electoral prospects.

The announcement of withdrawal by the
Australian government led to a defusion
of the anti-war movement as the anti-war
coalitions attempted to assess the new

situation.

But the tragectory of the anti-war
muvementghas amply confirmed the
line our tendency has consistently applied
in building the movement. In the past
seven years we have fought to build the
anti-war movement as a single issue,

non exclusive united-front type movement
centered on mobilizing mass street
demonstrations, the central demand of
which was the withdrawal of all U, 5,

and Australian troops from Indochina.

The effectiveness and potential power

of independent mass mobilisations around
a burning social issue has been clearly
demonstrated.

The success in forcing a withdrawal of
Australian combat troops dealt a blow to
ultraleftists who have attempted to
substitute themselves for mass action, to
the sectarians who sit on the sidelines 4
scolding the mass movement, and to all
variety of reformists and liberals who
pessimistically questioned the effect and
need for the mass actions and saw the il
movement only in terms of eléctoral ;!
advantage, k!

. e
A e

The War Goes On And Nixon's in
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Geneva sell-out has never left the
minds of the Viema mes:
Despite promised aid from China
again Vietmamese
realise that i
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the chances of a settie
war between China and l’-

strong

The Vietnamese Workers' Party \ (
'Nhan Dan' commenting on Nixon's at
visit to Peking wrote that the -
ese people are "determined to fight b
until ('3”11‘]1':11; victory, till the U, 5 .
aggressors have to reconcile them- )
selves to defeat™ and that "Nixon's ¥
policy also consists of trying (O '
achieve compromises with the big
powers in an attempt to make

(o their armange-

smaller countries bow st

ments. " '
L]

As long as the anti-war movement has
not won its central aim of withdrawing ¥
all American and Allied forces from '
Indo-China immediately, there should
be no talk of mult-issue coalitions, Our
continuing task is to organise action
around the demand of immediate and un-
conditional withdrawal of all U, S, and
allied troops and equipment from Indo-
China now,

ANTI-APARTHEID UPSURGE

Close on the heels of the antiwar action
came a mass upsurge in the radicalization
precipitated by the presence ol the

South African football team in Australia
The struggle agaiost Apartheid has been
a constant theme in the consciouwsness ol
radicals in this country but the size and
spontaneous nature of the upsurge through
out Australia was unprecedented.

With the cancellatdon of the cricket

tour by South Africa the confidence of

the radicals to win some of their aims

was increased and was a clear indi-r:;:tian

of the continuing growth of the radical- .
isation, ,

WOMEN'S LIBERATION

The last year also saw the further expan-
sion of the Women's Liberation Move-

ment.

More and more feminist groups have been _
set up across the country but this organ- W
ized activity is only a dim reflection of it
the interest about the ideas of Women's :
Liberation and the mass potential of the

movement.

On November 20 in snlidarlt}l- w;th itniu:er-— ' f*
national action for the repeal of anti- :
abortion laws women in Sydney and Mel-
boume organized marches. Given the
short notice at which the actions were

lled the 300 participants in
::d eﬂ:e 500 in Melbourne umst:l_

¥
began the process of cgnnhlnt:l}‘- R
feryinist moyement on 3 mass B
Concurrently a call was made for actia
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THE TRANSITIONAL
PROGRAMME

.ncles fail
mentally these tendenc g
fomli?ie1mmnd}ﬂ1c yital question In 'r&::ll
utionary practice today - the frans s
rogram and its application fo the strugg

erupting today. "
The real solution to the P“Gblﬂdn of bndgmifl
the gap between the masses an bﬂu-; PI“:’S'F'd jin
of revolutionary soclalism 15 to be fuﬂ 1
the proper application of lil:.u: ”ﬁ;tﬂ;m
method taught us by Trobsky. 3l
jzation into the dead end of class callabor- is not complicated. It consists liuﬂ:fpr;-:h
ationism, ; _ ing the masses at .“'hmfm ]cuilgh pzﬂgﬁﬁr
In face of the radicalization, the refclsr.mist. ctand and in drawing d]”g th:,:,tm'“d L
and wltralefts are basically canservative, fve struggles and explana dﬂﬁ_ T
They fear the struggles of ihcfngllapirng higher level of Lh}:-ugh!: :;nt ?cmlu;mn

. tion, the revolfs of the 2% in the direction of socialist re .
::':i\iflilgizl, jlé‘l‘ as they fear the revolution ooty
itself. This is reflected in either their
sectarign abstention from the living move-
ments emerging in the process of the rad-
icalization or their participation only to
divert, blunt, and in essence opposc the
demands of these movements, their

"uur' mm]f bﬂgim.

The issues that have already been rnil.f-ed in
the current radicalization are not peri-
pheral to the process of social discontent;
they are central to it, and, in combinat-
jon with struggles by the workers over wage
and job issues, will lead to the politicalizat-
jon and radicalization of the working class,
And the independent and uncOmMpromising
demands of these various movements will
be an additional aid to the workers'
struggles against the efforts of the reform-
ists to channel the burgeoning radical-
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If we think this through carefully we can see
that the first linkup must be determined em=
pirically, Moreover, our own wishes, or
our own level of class cONsSCIOUENESS, rmust
not be permitted to influence our judgment
as to the real nature of the current concerns
uncontrolled initiatives, and their indepen- 0 40 o eses or the Issues op '_ﬁ'hich they are
et polical L prepared to go into action. Since the

REVOLUTIONARY POTENTIAL iceoim oo i it it o
OF THE WORKING CLASS

be prepared to accent situations in w}nfh
At bottom, this conservatism betrays a deep the masses, or 3]”“'” "f ﬂiwmfﬁi&m
lack of confidence in the revolutioniry respond only to slogans 01 Aot onary
g - the working class and an ig‘.ﬂﬂl’- nature. CT, to put 1l 1o more l"l'l"‘r"‘?' 1III.+ Iy
;f:t;::!'lihfm:n‘:i;l nagm.re of social revol- terms, we ought to look for such situations.
ution. Owr opponents do not think that
the young, militant workers who Wil =
revolt are capable of ever becoming anti-
war, feminist or profeminist, and self-
reliant. If that were true, the workers
would also be incapable both of mobiliz-
ing the oppressed masses (o overturn
capitalism and of shouldering the immense
task of constructing socialism,

If one were to place some of these slogans

in the logical séquence of history rather
surprising labels could justifiably be placed
on them. In the case of democratic slogans
which are so important in the struggle against
fagcism, or against dictatorial regimes of
lesser malignancy, oragainstthe erosion of
democratic rights in comtries that still pro-
claim adherence to bourgeois democracy,

it would be necessary to call them "bourg-
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Thus at bottom our ents are utopians. HLS ! :
They really do not I:Elpggfre that the ranks eois" or petty bourgeois.

of the workers can do the job. And in That should not cause us to hesitate to use
practice they substitute reliance and depend- ypop,  In fact an audacious and aggressive
ence on other forces--the sectarians their  ,y5nde in this respect lies at the heart of
mechanical political Iantaﬁies, and the the Transitional Program and the method
reformists in"taking office”in parliament.  j; toaches, We are mable to choose the
field of battle, In the class struggle, battles
hreak out as a consequence of forces over
which we have no control at the present
stage of our development, We, as
revolutionary socialists, have no choice but
to engage in these battles, othenwise we will
not grow but will wither on the vine,
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When the reformists or ulralefts proclaim
that the forms and issues of the radicaliz-
ation are detours, aberrations or obstacles
to the working class taking power they
mean in actmlity that the radicalization
threatens to become more and more of
an obstacle tp their desire to keep the class
~ struggle in reformist channels or to control
it according to a preconceived scheme, The audacity in the transitional approach
e : consists in attempting to wrest these slogans
All the class collaborationists and reformists out of the hands of the bourgeois politicians
::ir;ﬁl m the wygfﬁ’ who seek to utilize them to divert the
S : uncon m ons  masses into safl 1 anne
;e ﬂ-_#;dﬂlidng O it i) e safe parliamentary channels,
ened by their lack of ability to tightly Note carefully. No matter how on -
: fmninate ﬂm‘:ﬁf:&smt, bp,;'-tth;:r ffn erizes dcmﬂzﬁc slogans, we ﬂghtgfgrhat;(:‘x
k- abstaining 0 eve g they can with proletarian m struggle -
g 10 keep the workers within reformist channels, i el o
. :

he 'fl'hg.lectzﬂm (those who have not become

. the crassest opportunists) will scold the work-
G political radical-
- isation of the working class just as they | o
- have done with regard to the current move- v
- In the character of their political response
_-_-E:qﬁliheinﬂnﬁmnlth?guoﬂhe new
- radicalization we have been provided with
- @ préview of how our opponents will react
- o the radicalization of the working class,
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 And it is here that we can see the form of
-;g:.;ph__l_nhn idea of the coming nﬂ?ﬁuﬁm
. of the working class and what our tasks
- should be in regards to it. Some of owr
- Opponents see the only possible §
::; 2 mﬂm is in Sicknig
10 a recession size of 1929
ﬁh radicalization of the 30's, B e

Mm, lhe: important question at this
18 not predicting what forms the work-
will ereate in their future struggles; or
¥ any and which unions can be trans-
ned into revol instruments,
ey thing to understand is that build-
he independent movements that have
d in the new radicalization, and
‘their m:: is part of the
 of the ra : t:{onorihewoﬁdng
ud the preparation of its right for
4l ind ependence; and that the strug-

ﬁ“’hm{!ﬂ Or support to the

- gentral demands of the inde
: m-hhwndimuig;?t prssles

W"’f Our opponents withoy
£ At el t
adopts attitudes mﬂp:.eiptt-

Fefuses to face its past. The 1a
A T
i beration movements, The
olsts flip-flop from ultraleft confront
AEtoric Lo absurd support for the

bowrgeoisie
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bourgeols methods, which congist today at

best of parliamentary shadow=-boxing,

r radoxical, but In an ‘
En?éir}iaﬁsuﬁaﬁjnm, in the stage ﬂtfl t!'-: 3
death agony of capitalism, n:vﬂuljuman ry
sociallsts can find themselves U dngmc
proletarian methods of struggle ]l?toﬂtha
of a slogan that belongs lugicalg i
epoch of the ascending bourgeols rev

gtion,
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If we call democratic slogans "bd:;;gw:ls
or "pefty bourgeois" we have to a : a i
once that all this really means inl e ©
text of the dmes is that it has fallen to
the revolutionary-socialist I:IIO'W:!'TICI?'C to
defend the great historic gains, OT qutcr]nc
objectives, of previous reyolutions, such
as freedom of thought, Fm;-dom of the
press, freedom to Organlic, freedom to
control one' own body. If the proletariat
and its allies are prepared to Eiefend the
democratic gains or democralic slogans

of the bourgeols revolution, this s a very
positive beginning. We can join them

in that and proceed from this relatively
backward ideological level to help the
workers reach full class consciousness,

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY

In the final analysis, the decisive
question is the construction of a mass
Trotskyist party. S.Y.A, though
organizationally indep&ndent is linked
through a common program with the
Socialist Workers League, the nucleus
of the cadres essential to the building
of such a party.

S.Y.A, isa pathizing organization

of the Fourth International, the World
party of the socialist reyolution. founded
by Leon Trotsky in 1938, At the last
world congress of the Fourth International
a resolution on "The Worldwide Radical-
ization of the Youth and the tasks of the
Fourth International" was adopted for
discussion.

The concluding section amply summar-
izes the nature and role of the Socialist
Youth Alliance:

Three interrelated tasks are indicated by this
analysis of the sweep of the radicalization of
the youth. These are:

(1) To win the leadership of the radical youth
in the spheres of both ideology and action,

(2) To build strong Marxist youth organizations.
{3) To draw new cadres from the youth to
replenish the ranks and supply fresh energy to
the leadership of the sections of the Fourth
International.,

The Trotskyist youth have greater possibilities
of leading substantial forces in action than
amy other tendency in the radical movement,
In several countries they have already proved
capable of initiating and directing movements
of considerable proportions and significance,
One example is the worldwide campaign
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undertaken in defense of the Vi
ﬁlﬂﬂﬂ]ﬁf Is the role PluYEd w Ihaeh;:

Communiste Revolutionnalre in the ;

May-June 1968 days in France, A third

ideological influence of the Fowrth Interl;lt& -
Nltimluﬁ“" 1

alists in the movement led by the
Strike Council of the Mexican Stude g

No tendency can hope to root |

gain political leadership of thtt::fil; in]m

youth that does not fully and aud“fa

participate in the front ranks of its ;:ﬂy

struggles, whatever shortcomings th S

have, At certain points the youth mz;_f?
ent

can only progress through action
absence of action can condemn It:nnd i

prolonged division and sterility, The
Trotskyist youth must set the example fy

practice, as well as in theoretica]
and political pronouncements, Concepiy

However, there is an abundance of acy
of readiness to struggle and sacrifice 4 ¥
the ranks of youth, What is most 15 B
the new generation is theoretical fry i
political clarity, and a comrect line of g
This side of the ruvniuticmmy;mdamt .
youth movement is of decisive importan

for its further development. Ceowin s

nition of this will become registere Ec;g.
widening influence of Trotskyism, The ®

superiority of the Tro ist m

its opponents and ri?zﬁomﬂ ‘;:r;r?c[;t e
sound Marxist foundations, its Bolsheyik
traditions, its programmatic comprehens;
ness and correctness, its adherence to b
socialist internationalism, These fearyes
likewise constitute its chief attraction tp
radicalizing youth,

:*l;'hiln Sﬁzcadg_ﬁlg hﬂm ideas of Tro
e youth with whom the rtic i
united combat, the o gtnm:tit:aﬁm
must seek to construct a revolutions
Marxist youth organization that will system-
atically educate its members and follower in
the methods, doctrines; and positions of

the Trotskyist movement from its origins
All the results of activity among the youth
can be jeopardized if the organiztional
requisite for this educational work is
neglected.

“h’ism imnng

Work among the youth is not an end in
itself. It reaches fruition in the impetus
given to the construction or reinforcement
of the revolutionary parties that will be
capable of leading the working class to
victory. The sections of the Fourth
International are as yet too small to lead
the masses in their own name and under their
own banner in a decisive struggle for power,

’ﬂmir task now is to win and educare
decisive numbers of the radical youth in
order to equip them for the greater task

of winning leadership of the revolutionary
elements among the working masses, To
fulfill that function adequately, the youth
recruits must thoroughly assimilate the
organizational concepts of Bolshevism and
its methods of constructing politically
homogeneous and democratically centralized
parties. The construction of such parties
in the struggles that are erupting is the only
means of overcoming the crisis of leadership
which is the central contradiction of our
epoch,

Government authorities the world over,
whether in the advanced capitalist powers,
the workers states, or the colonial world, ar
becoming increasingly concerned over the.
unrest among their youth which is becomizsg
more and more unmanageable. Their worries
are justified, This rising generation has
already manifested a tremendous potential
for radical activity and a powerful will to
change the status quo,

Whoever succeeds in winning the allegience
of the most intelligent and devoted actviss
among the rebel youth holds the key to the
future, For they will play a major roleé in
making history and deciding the destiny of
mankind for the rest of the twentieth

century,

Insurgent students in a number of countries
have already shown how their initiative in
confronting the established powers can
serve to stimulate struggle in other secton
of society, The young workers will be in the
forefront of the movements to break the grip
of the bureaucratic machines in the unioms
and will set an example for the older
generations in their militancy and Interest
in reyolutionary politics,

The Fourth International cannot afford t©
default in what is its central task today =
winning and assimilating the best of the
rebel youth, A good start has already

been made in a number of countries. It is
now imperative to build on these achieve-
ments This requires better coordination

the activities of the youth groups of the
different sections and closer collaboration
on such projects as antiwar and defense
campalgns, and the development of pew
openings for the moyement (nternationally:

The alm is to enable the Fourth lnttm"dnﬂl

o become the recognized volce, “wp’m
and leader of the yvouth, who.are gﬁlﬁd

to advance the world reyvolution,

2T ORCAINST VIETNAM WAR

clties to «
of 5.E.
pombing ©

strato
New Z

Trade
pranches, an
Jnﬁwu
high sC

sAIm

n\Women A g
were O1g:

DEMONSTRATE IN NEW ZEAL-

y 14 more than 27,000 New Zeal-
marched in the country's main
jemand that the U, §, Beét out
Asin immediately and stop the
f Indochinma, The demon-
s also demanded a total end to
ealand support for the war,

unionists; Labour party M.P.'S’
d supporters; Christian

r groups; and university and
hool students participated in the
e numbers as they have in the past,

ainst the War'" contingents
inised in Auckland, Wclfingmn
< Christchurch. A new feature in
Auckland and Wellington was the
.:.rgunifﬂ tion of Polynesian contingents
who marched under banners bearing

S'Hd] 510371 ns as; "FGI}'nESiﬂT}E ﬂ.gﬁil'lﬂ
Racist Wars." In Christchurch a lively
and yociferous Gay contingent took part
{n the march, organised by the recent-
1y formed Gay Liberatdon Movement

in that city.

The July 14 Moblisation was called by
d National Antiwar Conference, held in
Auckland April 23-23, which was
ttended by 400 persons from all over
the country, from different sectors of
society, and from various political
groups. The perspective adopted by the
conference was completely vindicated

» the massive and enthusiastic turnout
and by the most popular of the
marchers' chants : "Out Now. Out Now!'"

New Zealand

PHDTEST Ib\ Bu.?.!- I"ﬁGL«Iﬁ-DE—SH U.N. J_T.I. HIE Ilm plﬂﬂ_‘_ﬂ, :._[[T CGL‘I.ZIU'}-"
Thousands of Bengali workers have that wants to join it should be allowed

demanded the resig_nnt'ton of Prime 13,00 20
Minister Sheik Mujibur Rahman in a RISING PROTEST OVER WITCH HUNT
demonstration against skyrocketing TRIALS

Forty-one Sri Lanka youths accused of
participating in the April 1971 uprising
are being tried despite protests by defense
attomeys and growing opposition by trade
unions and civil libertarians, The youths
are the first of the 18,000 seized for
allegedly engaging in the uprising, At
least 10, 000 are still being held.

Attomey General Victor Tennckoon
charged that the youths were responsible
for civilian deaths during the uprising.
The government apparently hopes to use
the trial to shift the blame for the mass-
acres committed by Bandaranaike's
security forces onto the young rebels,

Prigne Minister Mujib
prices and government corruption. The
"Washington Post" reported a demonst-
ration of 20,000 in chilly rain,

Five defense attorneys withdrew from
the trial in protest against nulings that
no defense arguments questioning the
Addressing the meeting, the Natiomal
Awami Party leader, Mr, Bhashani,

: AT increasingly isolated United Fronot
dccused the government of living in The increasingly 1sC

re it is seekd 0 placate opp-
DI TR o e S R : government is seeking to p [
i:fq;mgm .QI lu\m?h 1I‘hl']-d' ﬂmﬁmﬁ osition by promising large-scale releases
'1‘.;? ih] :T_h'm":' June . i p?hﬂb S f of detainees in the near future, Despite
S B Ve L 5 e promises Prime Minister Bandaran-
R a c those bl SRONIER ML aike has made frequent speeches denoun-
dﬂubl r . Nl 3 n ] o - l d - < ( 1+ : I ; :
ik u:i or El‘lp\lLd. . Bengalis I::m:l foreign cing the island's young people and :
hDTL;:i“m R il blaming them for many of the economic

arding relief food or selling it on the and political problems faced by her
black market, ;

government.

Bhathani's solution is a coalition govern- "Don't hL_"I?.'P hl:ll‘ﬂi.[lg the ED\'L"TI‘.D'IEJJ.I
ment, However the real answer lies and attempt reyolution, " she warned,
with the workers and peasants themselyes "We admit our failings but we ﬂ?ﬁﬂ
taking power, removing the parasites, you to point it out o us r.hrs:!ugh‘ }RG[;{
and beginning to build a socialist MPs, " To make certain that thL i P "
B jobs would not be ﬂumtﬂnt:sli 1:-1.- such
"pointing out, " Bandaranaike’s |
parliament recently extended its term
of office untl 1978,

A leaflet calling for a one day hunger
strike against repression was issued on
July 20, It was the first call o mass
protest action issued by prumin?nf. e
political figures and unjonists since the
state of emergency was instituted in
March 1971,

MALAGASY REPUBLIC IN "STATE

OF SEIGE"

PEKIN
IN U, N,

DENIES BANGLADESH SEAT

China, in its first use of its Security
Council veto, voted against a resolution
10 admit Bangladesh to the United Natons
on August 25,

Last year the Chinese regime supported
Yahya Khan's brutal efforts to crush the
revolt that led to the creation of Bangla-
desh by granting £300, 000, 000 in

}Conomic ai ' Bl i _ lared Adrian Toschi arrived in : :
\':r;‘;il,_]_—n:t-,. nd !hll.ll,tr"_, aid to PJMLLI?'w thgr,ﬂ Gdbi'itll !}:AHIJ?E?';C?::FE; the gﬂgﬁ?i; A l.l'ig\]St 23 where l'he)-" lay in and the Fub]mhe[ Fr,.u]ccu_s Mo r?_'
Al in I.Ji.__- mirlst of savage l:nlem INg  mardal law and a State © 1}1~E Fiey the replonsl headguarters of the CGT “Mr, Edwards explained that ' Chilean
rids ag inst North Vietmam and it Malagasy R‘;puhhc so that the g v e z s 1 del Trabaio). cuthorilies were concemed ab respect- : |
included 60 Mj {n ‘SARh atmosphere Confederacion Genera jo) . : 4
ietham for use against American B-52s. The country is facing severe ct_".ﬂl'rimid M@‘}' P*EEt were stopped by an iron ring the right of asylum on politic: ' (rounds, ! i
T blems and the gavcnuﬂ_l‘-‘-ﬂl i f'] qmﬂf;?e accardingrm a UPI dispatch according to Le Monde August —©, "He : 0
JF'.--.- ],_-,',x’i | e 350018 I‘_-.TLI"'-I‘:'“ h}' PL‘HHE [GT \JI anﬂﬂl{?f upsurge b}r wﬂrheﬁ‘-'lﬂmnj ﬂ‘j Poczr&aha mpﬂrtcd in ﬂ'],ﬂ',. Aug 24 ii:!'l.lﬂ ﬂxf‘m:ﬁﬂd Dpﬂnimn‘ a8 o Lﬁ-l; . ron th: o i
|-1Lf ICWon were that I'-_'.,,n;t_“l!i:_sh was students, In !\L‘[Y Prﬁﬂgzﬁim to iarfﬂlc Buerios Afres dd”}' la MNacion. Allende gﬂvummunt mig;ht ad A _
Uelying U, N, resolutions calling for handed over power to 45 ——r g
v lth i lization : L .
tithdrawal of all foreign troops from : o head off a mas g : i On August 23, the United Star - Commit- §
L Qe s : attempt to ne ct demonstrations broke out in gust <3, S A LETES :
l-.;.:ls-.1| \desh and for the repatriation of students and workers, (sec Dire fﬂ;d:;te\irf major Argentinian city as tee for Justice to L:}n.n A::;un.. iul;iua:;: | &
L-‘If"f":' .1-_| War, ,‘uppl.‘;.cnll',-' ercl_irufts' Action No.21) 15 news of the massacre bclmmed gﬁ?ﬁ;ﬁi&;?ﬁﬁ;m&ti E} ::J? "
'-.I.F MLES ld for applicants 14n 107 « T UE RILLAS §0:00 The miﬁlﬁf}r I'Egimﬂ clampe yile: » - Vash -C.,
me mber like die U, S, A, that rfgll.].].ri}' MASS MURDER OF ESCAPED G R ;ﬂ'io:'l;nt-ﬂ ry to prevent the protests from and a dﬂmglﬁmu{;ﬁi in Nt:_\:.-' ‘i ; ?1_{}1’.
Violates the charter of an outfit that it [N ARGENTINA, lati The latter began with a picke: Liae in

helped to create and that it still demin- 16 young revolutionists have been escalaung. front of the ﬁﬂiccsunfﬁh::!mb!viﬂx : Argent-

SAES, 1 At least jon stepped up ass assembly was called inas, which was followe 1 narch o

il g On August 22 2 mass assembly the Chilean mission to the Unit.d Natons,

slaughtered ﬂ::m nsive guerilla opera don

Peking's veto clearly vi i law following an igned to free 120 began police There a delegation delivered . 'etier
Sesh's riohs ; J.’i“giiijf; ff:r‘,’fl'{_fﬂﬁ,“gm in Argentina, 1t W8S i‘f‘gﬂe tenty. Shortly aftex the meetug beaht Bty 2ddressed to Allende demandiiy that the
i ght Lo seli-dete . ers invaded and arreste

while It might be asked what workers P-oliﬂcill r;fl';lil one guarﬂ was ed wgm pcapli'.'!. guen'illas not; He ﬂmd{tﬁ i ':‘rm.

iary. the alarm, none of th

fates like China and the Soviet Union he tried © sourd

ire doing in the imperialist-dominated

REVOLUTION

legality of the proceedings could be heard.

Notable protest actions also took place
in La Ratm following a mass assembly

in the school of Physics where the par-
ticipants almost managed to errect

a street barricade., In Corrientes students
who attempted to organize 3 march were
dispersed by the police and in Buenos
Ajdres 1500 marched from 4 rally on the
Universidad Technologica Nacional,
Students in Santa Fe built barricades on
several soeets and sét them on fire,
Barricades also went up in Tucuman,

In San Luis, police dispemsed a demon-
stration, provoking violent clashes,

Various orade union protests took plice

as a result of the massacre highlighted

by a stoppage called by the local COT
in Cordoba, The police responded by

closing down the CGT headquarters and
amresting trade union leaders.

Whatever the effects of the governmental
repression of the protests against the
slaughter seemed on the last weckend in
August (0 be assuming more and n-ore

of a massive character, This is confirmed
by an August 25 A,P. dispatch which
reported; " This industrial city of nearly

1 million people was crippled today by
1 fourteen hour general sirike protesting
the slaying of the sixiecn gueri

and supporting a deman
Wadgcs. i
ARGENTINE GUERRILLAS ARRIVE LN
HAVANA
The ten Argentine guerrillas
ed an airliner to Chile on Au
the Chilean L‘.‘inl.il of Sana
later for Cuba, According w
~ dispatch from Santiigo A ki
others were harmed during the period of ident Salvador Allende announe
several hours when the prisoners were in natdonwide broadcast that his governm
complete control of the iastitution. Only ",;4 granted them political asyluw
25 prisoners took part in the escape on L 3 § I
August 15, S5Six escaped in a car waltng
outside the prison and the others called
three taxies. The six reached Trelew air- The amival ¢
port and commandeered a2 plane about to  gliced Allende in an embammassing |
take off, Although they held the plane ion. If he refused 1o ¢

who ‘”J-%'\ k-
gust 15 left
go 1en days
anti-war mobilisation in Auckland july 14 } -

had also raken .:1'.5"':- Lo insure tl = 11

~1 3 L e S '
Chile as quickly as possible.

1 =11 - E ]
=T $hqe i EL i)
E (SR -u._.l-'l--a- T . AL 1K

briefly at the airport their 19 comrades and allowed them 1o be cextradited |
arrived a few minutes after they [orced it o Argentina, where they
to take off for Chile, likely have been exccuted, !
uld the lelt-wing g
The 19 E["-.l".-?ii'.lj. gl_'n_'?]'_“hli- then decided to 1ave emerged a.i 1 hed u
Vi id

occupy the airport restaurant where they refusal wi
held 2 fifty minute press conferénce, As
government military forces closed in the

;'-r-“-“ilic-n inside Chilg cViCl
JPps S I ;

i-'"=,_'.|',;-'_,|.'r Unity L_c lition,

guerillas lay down their weapons and hand, Allende has c
surrendered, ment o a strict observa
- » 4 ]L\:.lii r ::.:LEI .I'. 1 :.1.":. n Cutlly LIl | .. ALy
On August 22 it was reported that i3 of &;'_,i_:’ - with the Arzentiin ilitary dic-
the guerillas held at the airport had been 1 E |'. if ; 2 :
A LTSl lAL) .

executed and six others were in a critical

state. It was alleged that the 19 had For a "leftist"govemment thal 5 COnN~
attempted another escape by kidnapping a sistently maintained thal I .
guard but ran into a4 patol and were existing bourgeois legality, the gucrril-
mowed down, At least another 3 of the li5 posed an embarrassing pr -
wounded have died. Chile and Argentina are not only bou
signatories 1o a treaty on extradiuol,
i but also 0 a Ieuly on alr pu Y s L1
L ? the context of the [ormer, il uld b
up 10 the bourgeols Courts Lo I
of Argentina's !l" {or extradild hil
under the terms of the latter,
hijackers would have 1o be placed on

trial in Puerto Montt, the point wher

they first landed in Chile. Either ol

these two courses would have plinly
entailed a high pelitical cost for the
Allende regime.,
® DEFENSE GROUPS MOBILIZE |
3 red guerrilla Humberto Segundo Suareg [RANCE, US,
D 2 B As the Allende regime was deliberating
\rgenilume

The government has launched a repression over what to do with the ten . Li
involving enormous raids, dozens of arrests, guerrillas who Illl_l icked a plane (o L‘hilu,
long jail sentences for distributors of pub- defenss groups in Ewrope and Ui United
licatons "atributable” to the guerillas States began to mount pressure on the
and other left groups. Chilean authoritdes to grant them pol-
itical asylum,
Widespread Protest over Massacre
The bodies ol three young Argentinians
killed in Trelew August 22 became focus- ; L el
es of public protest against the government ° delegation to the LC}:”_]_‘“‘I_‘hﬁ bm‘) I
massacre, as they were sent back to cities August 21. ‘ "- S, T
all over .‘g.rgentim_ received by :.erg.u -.l_.;_l'I._uwb Jorge
Edwards were Alain Krivine of (hie Polit-
ical Bureau of the Communist { sague,
French section of the Fourth Iniormatomal,

In Paris, for instance, the Committee Lo
Defend Argentine Politcal Priconers sent

The remains of Manano Pujada Badell and

2t the Universidad Nacional de Cordoba,
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| This is the sixth installment of our translation of Pierre
Frank's The Fourth International: A Contribution to the
History of the Trotskyist Movement
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Chapter 6: From 1948 to 1968

I. From 2nd World Congress fo the Split
in the International Trotskyist Movement

Al the Second World Congress, held in April-May 1948,
, tn_rtrll sections, especially in Europe, found themselves
réplenished and strengthened by new forces acquired in
the aftermath of the war. In some cases, these sections
begen to be a factor in the political life of thelr countries.
Thgl, despite the growth of the old parties (especlally
the Communist parties) during that period, the perspec-
tive of a further development of the Fourth International's
sections was adopted by the congress, which ralsed the
!!Juégnn. Forward to buillding mass Trotekyist parties!®
g It!.11 the situation was In the process of developing In
B totally unexpected direction The few signs pointing
10 this development were si) loo weak at the time of
jhe COngress 10 permit of & correct evaluation — loo weak
t‘lwn to give us an inkling of where it was headed. The

+ but actually it had begun to
;:r[.: had :]nly just started. The Sovlet
_BETln would start several weeks |at
EEIW& coup,” Le., the seizure of power by the C t.tc:;:
‘ovak Communist party, was only a few weeks old. The
alled people’s demoeracies

to foresee the break that shape. There was no way

Was to take place two month
later between Yugoslavia and the Soviet Unlon e
Imporiant events snd Lo

. tally unexpected developments
 Srourred immediately afier (he Second Congress &Pnd ]I.:l
- %ome years thereafier. e

Thelr results were i
unpredictable:
world was Assuming a shape that had never been

envisaged or even imagined by the mos! eminent, the
mosl persplcacious, the most farsighted Marxists. These
upheavals raised extremely complicated theoretical and
political problems. Moreover, we were confronted, not
with a single even! that could have been judged per se,
but with numerous events spread out over several years
and not necessarlly connected with each other. These events
finally, after several years, resulted In a world picture
tolally different [rom what had previously been seen, even
since the first world war and the October Revolution
Certain Marxist tenets seemed o be placed in doubl by
some aspects of the situation. As a result, a multiplicity
of assessmenis and theories proclaiming the bankrupicy
of Marxism appeared. Marxists could not answer these
arguments with a pure and simple repetiion of basic
lenets, treating the latter as eternal truths independent of
time and space. Such an approach would not have been
worthy of Marxists. The primary task of the Fourth Inter-
national was to place the basic teachings of revolutionary
Marxism in juxtaposition with the new world plcture,
to redefine the sltuation, to reevaluate perspectives and
tasks. Neglecting such a task would have meant leaving
the field free both for the apologists of the Communist
parties and for the Innumerable revisionists on the left
and on the right

For the sake of clarity, this exposition will not treat
Events In chronological order but will first point out the
major changes thal look place as & whole—in order
to arrive at the overall picture that emerged at the end
of a few years. In this way, theoretical problems that
were raised and difficulties that had (o be resolved will
stand oul. The actions of the Fourth International can

thus be set forth in context, making it possible to

judge
them on an objective basls. ]

Postwar Upheavals

Let us first review the main cvenls and the basle change
that occurred from 1947-48 ioc about 1960. i
The "cold war® began In 1947. Sgon— after the breach
in the American monopoly on atomic Energy In IE}-:EI
the development of nuclear weapons and the :a.imnlr: ar 4
race between the United States and the Soviet Union 1.:r n;;
begin. The problem of world WAr was Thl?:n{‘-f'{i'rl'lh u-;:ja--d
In new terms, not new on the soclal level, but rlw.'-!-' h:iil;.l.*
of the avallabllity of vast powers of destruction, so h
that they were In & completely different l:]LmEn.'&Il-Qﬂ1 fre UH_*
called conventional Weapons. sl
l.':.In 115'” the Communist Information Bureau (Comin-
Tm) was created. At the same time, the "cold war® led
the Soviet Unlon {(ln order to Prolect lis buffer -!atr{;_~,|

:Ea;;[f::tm l:h,_\“;‘ﬂ:tl Fz:hang.e—h:.- milltary-bureaucrailc
R LA _Juropuﬁn countries its armies had

uring the war. Desplie a few measures alme
al those members of the propertied classes v.-h.r- h-njrin':j
laborated with the G the army had le-F!-1hLI> b g

¢ TECMArnS,
Eeéols social ut:uttu'r-:a of these countries intact. The
Kremlin 1o liguldate the

war® forced the
In those couniries and to

our-
“cold
bases of Cap-
iransform them into

ltalism
workers states,

In June of 1948 the first

- BEITEAl crisis of S A=
€d, In the shape of the Soy '8 of Stalinism ery

viet-Yugoslay spli

J]."r._'
The Y Ugo-

e .

glay Communis parly was expelled from the Comta ¥
on charges reminiscent of the prewar Moscow (o,
the Yugoslave Were fascists, spies, ele, But,
(ime, the Kremlin's hegemony over the wg
and the Communist parties as a whole wag ¢
challenged by a party that had led the armed

durlng the war and had, against Stalin's ldv[lmgﬁ

sued that struggle until It had established a wor
Stalin extended his repression in the East E
ers sintes In order to prevent any spreadin
glay split. But the Yugoslav affair wag |
back, at the very moment thal the Sovie
the peak of the glory reaped [rom [is resists
the war and Its viclory over Hitler's armiea.

October 1949 saw the victory of the Chinese

lon, that too despite the advice Stalin Eave the
Communlist party's leaderghip, namely, (g make »
with Chiang Kal-shek. The collapsing Kuomint
took refuge on the island of Taiwan (Farm
{t would thenceforth survive only by grace
itary ald. The victory of the Chinese rey
mense repercussions, which have developed thr
vears and which we shall summarize as follows:

1. A huge shift In the overall relationship of forees
an International scale, to the advantage of soclallsm on

2. A tremendous impetus to the colonial fﬂ?uh;ug
which thenceforth would spread from one colonizeq mh‘
tinent to another; outbreak of the Korean war in 1550-&
continuation of the Vietnamese revolution firsy “Elim;
French imperialism, later against American imperialism:
extension of the colonial revolution to Latin ﬁm-:rh'
and victory of the soclalist revolution In Cuba In 1950,
extension of the colonial revolution to the Middle By
North Alfrica in the
1960 on.

3. Extension of the erisis of Stalinlsm.

In the course of the postwar period, enormous upheavals
also occurred in the economically developed capilalisi
countries, in the caplitalist couniries based on a colonlal
structure, and in the workers states. Lel us review them.

. 8L |
19508, then to Black Africa r.m:

In a great many colonial couniries, we witnessed a
quasl withdrawal by the imperialist nations (principally
Britain; others, 1o a lesser extent), in which these colonies
acquired formal political independence while at the same
time an economic hold on them was maintalned. These
new — and indirect—forms of domination constitute what
has been called neocolonialism. In several cases, American
imperialism has supplanted the colonizing imperialism in
its function of economic hegemony. Indigenous bourgeols
leaderships of a special type appeared (Peronism, Nas-
serism, Sukarnoism, elc.). Sometimes they played along
with mass movements —a dangerous game. In the case
of Cuba, the revolution won victory under a leadership
which, although it did not orlginate in the working-<class
movement—and certainly not in the official Communist
movement — made the revolution a socialist one. Finally,
in the colonial movements there are a number of leader-
ships that either try to seesaw between West and Easi,
or gravitate for a time around the workers states with-
oul, however, effecting their countries’ social transforma:
tion into workers states.

The growth and development of colonial revolutionary
movements persisted. Bul— with the exception of Cub In
Latin America — receiving neither sullicient solidarity from
the working-class movements in the imperialist centers
nor a correct political line from the workers stats, il
was difficult for them to find a political orientation (hat
would permit them to resolve, In the least costly way,
the problems posed by the economic and social back:
wardness of their countries.

The Soviet Union's isolation, unbroken since 1917, hld.
come fto an end —in the West (the “people’s democracies
of Eastern Europe) as well as in the East (China and the
Democratic Republics of Vietnam and Korea). Thens onthe
Amerlcan contlnent. socialist Cuba was born.

To the Soviel Union were added workers siates which,
with the exception of Czechoslovaklia and Easl Germany,
were less developed economlically than the [first workers
ilate. Following a rocky period of posiwar reconsini®
tion In which Stialinlsm, faithful to its concep! of ’E'M"“.!rm
. shamelessly pillaged the n[—'lj{hb{'"“.
couniries, the Soviet Unlon's progrcss wWas 80 I]'Ef'ﬂendﬂu
that It became the world's second greatest economie power:
In the new workers states of Eastern Europ€ the new
forms of properiy ownership also, generally sw‘kms'
LE“”““” Aboutl greal economlc pProgress, This; hﬂw!‘ﬁ!n
did nol serve to improve the living siandard of the masses
o any conslderable In their initial perlﬂd, these
Slales had the same internal regime that the Soviet -
had experlenced under Stalin. But the growth of tae nﬂ;‘
|"-.|.-|:!1.Ir_'|-r'|,x.||i.p,-__ of produ - e grﬂ*f‘h 0

in one |_:.un|rl.-l'-

extent

cilon did not entail

Stalinlsm. The latter proved incompatible with the mrl‘l’lﬂ't
Fhe crisis of Stalinism thus began to becomEe “"J'dﬂ?
anger: the impaet of varlous factors — the FDHCE staip
EVET greater brake on the Soviet Unlon's economi€ prog°
ress; the coniradiction between the needs ol the other work:

Ereé states and the E

WFEMILN &#

: alus

: policies; the rising rﬂc;leﬂ
tvonary tide throughout the world, The '[.-L'”T”“un“' Parl

- A0 Inevitably and automatically SUER A

her e ¥ f i
1_.|I_1'||.‘_-|L_l|‘.|\\ -.,L-”h .'.I-.|!'| 0w i Il-::.ll. wWils !l_) E-Ih-.'"r i l’l:l']r !#c
role In the crisis of Stalinisn
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Western Europe, the Communist parties, which had
rally increased In size al the war's end, did not suc-
gene (with exceptions such as France, Ifaly, elc.) In be-
Ing rooted in the working class. The Social Demo-
com parties remained, or again became, the majority

":::E"H,du,g parties,

As noted above, Lhe l:riuls' of Stalinism began with the
" oslay events in 1848, This ecrisis, for all practical
Yug ges, has never since stopped growing (onset of “de
-urﬁﬁizu"‘””' after Stalin's death In 1953; East Berlin
A (s in June 1953; Twentieth Congress [of the CPSU|
ﬂ'rdn events in Poland and Hungary in 1956; Sino-Sovie
:snﬂidi [_.ZL'ifliujLHle’-ﬂ.k crisis; elc. ),

The absence of a revolutionary victory in the economi.
« developed couniries was n?t without Influence, for
; Gre on the “de-Stalinization™ process. Among other
ings: I determined the protracted nature of this process
gnd the fac! that it was l?l-'ﬂlﬂ}' kepl under control by the
Weimlln pureaucracy. For the most part, the "soclalist
« remalned under Moscow's hegemony. China's break
EE-T,F'\.!WL'”“ shook the Kremlin's authorlty in the Com-
:,l:nil;! world to & tremendous extent, withoul contributing
g Seclsive advance for revolutionary Marxism.

call

{0 an

i the highly developed capitalist countries, some very
surprising phenomena occurred. There was general agres-
ment AMONE economlists — both bourgeols economists and
{hose 1D the labor movemeni, Marxist or not— that fo!-
lowing 8 posiwar period of reactivation and reconsirue-
flon. a serlous economic crisis would occur. Marxisis,
basing themselves more particularly on Lenin's concepts
of imperialism, believed thal the loss of the colonies would
contribute 10 the disintegration of the imperialist centers
yel, far from disintegrating, for about fifteen years the
capitalist world experienced boom, an unprecedented eco-
gomic pmsnerit}' interrupted not by crises bul only by
secessions” of varying bul always limited size and dura-
tion This led to what was called the “consumer society” or
sneocapitalism,” which on the surface seemed no longer lo
carrespond with the capitalism that Marx had analyzed.

fneountered. In ad
ture of the world AL

national was

€ enormously complex ple-
that has been skeiched here, the Inter-
g mwflﬂd with the obstacle of two old, organized
4 ements, which came to life only when fight-
B revolullonary currents. The *workers state” factor,
which, from 1917 on, had given a new dimension to
working<class polities and which, in the form of Stalinism,
had for so many years influenced the working-clags move-
ment, Iniroduced —together with the existence of several
workers states In the underdeveloped areas of the world
~ Increasingly complex effects, r
In order to understand the problems and tasks with
Which the Fourth International was f{aced, in order
10 understand the positions it took during the years in
which these changes oceurred, in order to Judge Uiz activ-
Ity as objectively as possible—it is quite necessary to
grasp the size and scope of the changes produced in the
altermath of the second world war. It is quite necessary
o grasp this state of affairs in order to have a Marxist
explanation of the internal difficulties the Fourth Inter-
national experienced, especially its crises and its splits.

A detalled history of the Fourth International wiil notl
fall to examine each of the crises and splits, to study
their varlous stages, (he primary and secondary positions
defended by this or that current or {action, the role of
indlviduals, ete. But such a historical study can have
value only if It Is writen from a Marxist view of the
lotal picture, with a correct appreciation of the general
causes al the rool of these crises and splits, and of the
maln orientations which, aside from any specific position,
conflicted with each other. It is this philosophy of crises,
as It might be termed, that we will indicate here as an
indispensable prerequisite. A number of our adversaries,
incapable of doing this, find themselves reduced
to mumbo-jumbo in deseribing this period of crises and
splits, embellishing thelr account with more or less inane
bits of gossip.

Letl us start with a polnt that is not without significance.
A big to-do has been made, and is still belng made, about
the crises the Trotskyist movement has gone through.

-

In this unparalleled prosperity, the European workers'
movement, the oldest organized movement with the oldest
Marxist tradition, experienced stagnation and even a pro-
nounced political decline. The Social Democratic parties
tended. even formally, to renounce socialism in order to
become "people’s parties”; the Communist parties "social-
democratized™ themselves; the left social-democratic len-
dencies dissolved; the revolutionary wvanguard steadily
dwindled. The socialist movement, born in Europe more
than a century ago, raised in the perspective that a social-
it revolution in Europe would precede the economic, po-
litteal, and social development of other areas of the world,
o longer corresponded to this image of yesteryear.

In the course of the first world war and in the early
vears of the October Revolution, Lenin and Trofsky had
iaresﬁ:n the possibility of victorious socialist revolulions
in the colonial countries, paralleling those in Europe. Bui
from 1948 onward, revolution was in full swing-on cap-
Halism’s periphery, while in the Imperialist centers the
workers' movement was, or appeared to be, at a lower
¢bb than ever before in ile entire history. And finally, in
the couniries where capitalism had been overthrown, the
bureaucracy seemed to be entrenched, with the working
tlass passively submilting to its domination. :

A capitalism deprived of its colonies yel flourishing
more thar ever, with a working class shorn of PUHﬂﬂ_-'ll
aspirations and almost exclusively preoccupied with Ifs
slandard of living: in the workers stales an exiension ol
relationships of production, with bUTt‘ﬂUl“i"“f
domination maintained and withoul any workers mo-
bilizations; in the colonial countries a revolutionary Up-
surge, baged essentially on the peasantry — all this mfﬂ't‘i}:
explains the proliferation of theories denying, in One W3
or another, the historical mission of the proletarial &8

o T n-
formulated by Marx, whether in classically capitalist cou
class na-

the nieEw

iries, colonial countries, or workers states (the ;
fure of the last-named also gave rise lo & multi;:rlicll};
Il was nol possible lo grasp the totality ©
the process immediately. In the midsl of the tremendous

e and in-
pressures brought to bear on the entire world, (A
delay was unavoids

of theories)

Evitably on the Trotakvist movement,
ahle

The Crises in the Trotskyist Movement

these contradictory everllls
Il the great classics
plutlonary mission
he profusion

It was Impossible to deny
ind to cite, In lleu of explanation, &
of fevolutionary Marxism on the rev i
of the proletariat, ete. In order (o answer
af thfuft-_, successfully and to be able o act, 11 was nt'l'-'l;
fMary 1o proceed to an examination of the situation wil
the help of revolutionary Marxism, (o seek therein the
K8y that would permit an explanation of this new shuaﬁnn.l
10 see whal adjustments, rectifications, and enrlchme:g
had 10 be brought to revolutionary Marxism. Th"l:\'at
Possible only while participating in the class sITUgE =
the same time, testing the evaluations of the n‘ew sifua to ;
I the fire of battle. And this is what the Fourth fnies
fational tried to do, in a situation rendered all the mlt::
difficu)y by the fact that it was operating in & pum;lntt
*Cene such as no revolutionary tendency had ever L

"What, another crisis! Another split!” invariably exclaimed
those who were often more content to fight the Fourth
International oo thal basis rather than be obliged to
discuss its ideas. We have no need to deny the ofttimes
painful nature of the crises in our movement Neverthe-
less, this characteristic, which for a long lime seemed
peculiar to the Trotskyist movement and which could
be looked down om with cynical amusement [rom the
lofty seats of the big organizations, Is today prevalent
in :a[] kinds of movement organizations, big and small
Actually, what was really abnormal In the working-ciass
mf_w.;-rntl_-m was monolithism —that "unity®™ achieved by
smothering all independent political thought within orga-
nizations ].Elj-'l.l'i_l'__' claim to Marxism, the most critical school
of though! in the world. The histor) of the working-class
movement proves thal, mors
racked by struggles belween
political tendencies and currents.

often than not, il has been
divergent theoretical and
Thiz was normal, because
without contipuaily testing theories, positions, and orien-
{ations. by measuring them against realily, no progress
in r;;r.:_'||_-|_|;|,|._'l'|'..;]_r_1.' thouicht and aclion can be envizaged
nore reason for the movement to under-

There was all the 1 .
go such strugeles, faced as it was with a world in con-

in which “something new” appeared, as

stant upheaval, : PP oy
it still does, each day. Although differéences are a per-

fectly normal phenomenon, it does nol .f-.-:l!uw that dlt._e.-
u'uss-inm them must necessarily and frequently end m1 ".p it
I : [t is therelore necessary to loox Into
ctive reasons thal contributed to this
Irotskylst move-

ting the movement
the objective or subje that
<tate of affairs. In the history ol the

ment, both objective and subjective factors played thelr
¥ 5 )

role.

Objectively, the splils were caused lo large Mmenstte

by the fact thal differences on analyses or on [he orlen-
‘- el T "
lﬂltlk}[‘il {o follow in order lo build the revolutionary pariy

. rendered all the more acute because the organization
ol with very weak rools in the masses.

srences boiled down to opposition
o overcome thal precise situation.
e than ever subject lo the pressure

was numericaily wiak,
Most often the d LT
on the tactics O adopt
The entire world is mor

gisting the divisions that
produce. But a theoretical base, no matter how powerful,
Is not without limits, especially In face of material forces
that can al certain times assume considerable size in a
few countries or groups of countries. As we shall see,
In every crisis and split It is easy enough to uncover
which factor (in the given circumstances) assumed undue

ATION

of colossal forces that tear up not only tiny vanguards,
but bourgeols and petty-bourgeols groups, workers' mass
organizations, etc., as well. (It would be easy to draw
up an impressive list.) The International Trotskyist move.
ment's theoretical base is an invaluable Instrument for re

antagonistic forces tend to

praportions for a group of members —ta the point where
they left the International.

Subjectively, the situation was aggravaied in numerous
casea by the fact that since the organization was tiny,
it was viewed by some as a secondary factor, to which
too much importance should not be attached. Cutting
it in half did not seem to matier much, numerically speak
ing, especially for those who believed they had found the
orientation that wounld permit of rapid growth. These
[eelingas were rendered all the stronger in view of the dis-
proporlion between the objectively revolutionary character
of the situation —the Importiant tasks this set—and the
clearly inadequate forces and means at our disposal, a
disproportion thai continually welghed (and still does)
on our movement Such feelingas are the exacl opposite
of those¢ thai prevaill In mass organlzations where the
members, responsible to large masses and aware of the
role of the organization per se, are loath to initiate splits
—evén when serious differences arise within these
nizafions

arga-

We are not saying that crises and splits can be explained
solely by the above-mentioned factors

Factors of a per
sonal

nature, for example, also played a role. But in
order lo have a clear understanding of historv. the mosi
general elements have to be placed in the forelront: with
out them the actions of other factors could not acquire
significant welght. Within a period of about fifteen years,

the most important ehanges in history took place; changes
embodying the transition [rom capitalism (o socialism
while the major revolutionary forces were still under ref
ormist or Stalinist leadership; changes, moreover, alicclil
ezsentially the most backward, nat the most economically
Fid\'i‘iﬁ'?::{_j;. countries in the world. This situation favored
the rise of multitudinous theories denying the validity of
Marxism. It also gave rise (o tendencies and Currents
in the Trotskvyist movement that lo a ceriain degree h
a distorted view of the situation; believed they could bank
essentially on one or another aspect of the sitluation; and
did not believe they had lo consider the Fourth Inter
national. as constituted, a political force. As '
the case, those who broke away Wwere nol awarc 1
process they were part ol —nor where it would lead t

It is also worth noting that, with rare exceptions, thos
who broke with the Fourth International and did nol tak
part in Lhe 1963 reunification scon found !.ﬁt_-:‘.' selves -
not politically nonexistent — with reduced [orces, despil
any expectations they might have had or the lorces af
their da-hpumi when they left. Nor should we view this

as an accidental result. Rather musl we examine the causes
of this phenomenon—not causes of a personal nature
because ‘l-?'|-fr~_' was no lack of determination or capabilif
on the part of the individuals involved. This situalior
musi be attributed to:

1. The fact that they embarked on a politically incorrect
COUrse

9. Their separation from the international movement,
which, by its very international nature, was best able Lo
resisl :ht_'. colossal forces at work in the world and (o
correct Its own errors when they occurred

.The International is not a fetish; it does nol generale
miracles. But, despite its numerical weakness, the x-er\‘_f
nature of the organization, centralized and democratic
at the same time. makes it a force that can best prevent
any national distortion and resist the pressures exe}rt—;-d
throughout the world by all kinds of forces (slate powers,
mass movements with all kinds of leaderships, etc. ).

[To be continued|
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INTERNATIONALISM

Dear Comrades,

T e .
- = m"a—_t * .:n_-:-,..-, o
e il g g
S

Although lam 2 member
of the C.P. A, and have some ?Lmdalhnjcnt-
al disagreements with the political df

of S.W.L./5.Y.A., I have been rea

ine "D.A," since it first came put and
find it very stimulating However, I

t it iegularly at uni, since it's
gﬂlh; Enﬁd there at most once a fortnight

etimes miss it: this is why I
:;& gl:;;:;’:;ing an inital subscription fm,
10 issues. At our next branch meeting we
are hﬂﬂns a2 discussion of basic CaPaAs
licies based on the debate between
Eﬂn Aarons and Jim Percy, and the
article by Gordon Adler; it is this sort of
debate if it does not degenzrate into in-
fighting, that will keep the left free
from dogmatism, Just one point about
internationalism, sure, we cannot
develop a revolutionary strategy on the
bagis of an analysis of Australian
capitalism in isolation, but nor does it
fit neatly into a simple internationa list
perspective as James O'Connor pointed
out in a recent "Arena," Indeed, the
most recent Marxist journal - "Intervention”
- has as its purpose the analysis of
Aust, capitalism as a unique entity,
This is why I consider that Brian Aaron's
point about the im ce of inter-
nationalist actions is closer to the mark
than the Trotskyist line of 2 monolithic
4th International, Of course, Jim Percy
did make some very valid criticisms of
the C,P,A.'s internationalist position,
but [ think a lot of this work hasn't been
done because we're a bit afraid of having
pew dogmas imposed, At the report-
back in Brisbane, for example, as opposed
to what seems to have happened in
Sydney, Laurie Aarons had serious
reservations about the conservatism of
- the French C,P, which is undoubtedly
a result of its not having overcome its
Stalinist heritage,

Greetings,
Graeme M, Grassie

- McGOVERN ILLUSIONS

Dear comrade,

_ DA ihn !*ﬂg?gne MeGovemn
- Dlusie 3 AUZ. 3y Mistorts m
article on McGovern published in v
- Tribume (July 4-10) in a manner I have

: Dot seen used on the Left -~ except by

- Bill Brown of the SPA -- for many years,
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Jim attempts to "prove"

- that my article support for Mc-
- Govern and that I believe "change can
- come th the system", Let me say

- emphat I neither McGov
~ nor believe “change m?cm thmugi:nm
e
1: B Jim uses the old stalinist
~ technique of taking quotes out of contex
~ and then asserting sm:gﬂﬂng <
- the direct opposite of what is stated in
. the following lines of the quote,

T The space 1 have been
~ Eiven 1o reply means it is impossible to
R ﬂdw Jim's article line by line --
~ andthat is what is really needed. I leave
- You readers to judge by reading my
: '{%‘éﬂi—“ﬂde then Jim Percy's distort-

 sys1see a posible McGovern viety
283 "major victory", In fact, I said any
- retreat by McGovem as President by
~ withdrawing all troops from Indochina
ol el
S €iection, but any total withdrawal,

:.‘ of US g is still the representative

y: | Earlier in the ardcle |
~ wrote of McGovern re nting

A hl,iﬂ, circles "who Ieecl' that the tiénmﬁeﬁr;.s
: ORtlcts in American soclety need
~ mobilisation of the ﬂlm':mmma.:mﬂ h

~ dnstitution of the m A

g I then tried to objectivel
e the possible evolution .5.11 ﬂm“Y

TO THE EDITOR

The question is how wltﬁ'
to win these youth to revolutionary pu;:- -
itics, I do not believe they can be hanb :
only by verbally exposing McGovern, bu
rather by working alongside them to
make sure "when McGovern f:li.led_tol
live up to their hopes" (in my c:riguu
article) they swing left and don't drop
out,

Lastly on the CPUSA:
Jim has something of a point, Thf
original sentence was loosely h:*ﬂr_ed. :
It should have read instead of "revolution-
ary parties in the USA such as the Comm-
unist Party and the Socialist Workers
Party", "pardes which claim to be

revolutionary such as the CPUSA and
e s 4 #

I leave aside Jim's old
style abuse, Let readers judge just who
uses stalinist methods.

Fraternally,

Denis Freney

MORE OLD STYLE
ABUSE FROM THE EDITOR

I heartily concur with Denis that readers
should obtain copies of both the criginal
article by Denis and my criticism of it.

Readers will then of course be able to
judge about who uses "old style abuse"” -
" Stalinistl" etc

However to return to Denis' letter, .
Implicit even in the quote that Denis him-
self chooses in his letter is the central
point I was criticizing in his article, It

is far clearer in the article but the letter
also helps breed illusions about McGovern.
I ask the question: If it is the withdrawal
of troops not the election that would be a
victory- why is this put in the context of

a McGovern electoral win? The victory
could be obtained against Nixon just as
much, unless you do think that McGovern's
victory is somehow progressive,

And it seems to me you do, even from
your letter:
“The question is how to try to win these
Eauth to revolutionary politics, I do not
elieve they can be won only by verbally
exposing McGovern, but rather by working
alongside them to make sure "when Mc-
Govem failed to live up to their hopes"
(in ‘my original article) they swing left
and don't drop out,”
What does "woring alongside them®
mean io this context except working for
Mc Govern's election? You can't do this
Denis! You are crossing class lines! (I'm
somry for the old style abuse,) Mc Govemn
is a capitalist politician running for a
capitalist party and our job is to expose
this not aid the US electoral illusion, The
real way (apart from verbally) that Mc-
Covern will be exposed is by continuing to
build the independent mass moyements
and it is precisely these movements that
are diverted because of the illusions put

out about Me Govern
and his US TPHE: people like Freney

Jim Percy

LESTER. TWO LETTERS
1. DEFENCE OF EDUCATION

Dear D, A, ,
I've just beem re.re
Your current issue and find my;laidmg
sympathising (to a certain extent) with
Concerned Parent of Lester, The i pe
ortance of education just must be of
great concern o the writer of that
tter, Lose" was misspelt a5 "loose"
R the final sentence is bewilderingl
ambiguous, i,e,,"[ am like §
er acton if you do not concede
!i:y request”, 27?7 Does this me.anLLeZL:_'Or
qig[;:riig to get a belting, or is the editor
S golng to be faced with 4 horse
p? Or both? (Nothing better than 4
&hyncal assault to make people change
eir opinions), [ also think "accede to
n;};rrectm;t" would have been more
camrect, But maybe I'm § eing
S y m just being

Speaking (or writing) a
§
mt whose only child cut ke rgs:::m:d
on a g and everything she
cared to read, including great chunks

of Marxist Hterature, P‘“nvgﬂllﬂiﬁlmk

: it, she's had a
[ctC;EtLl }’Gu name ;] e IE‘ s-[i]l an

: ¢at 21 yearsof a e
;LEIEUL-: fence-sitter, pﬂ%i?ﬁalgér:ﬁ:r
more than slightly puritanical, Sl
I . Lester's parent s kicldng ui VR
lot of fuss over pnothing. [Ft:r]mpfv it
add that Daughter has, §O !‘Llri]::l‘:u‘-tg
fajled an exam either, ) My a ‘ Lm»1k¢
Concerned Fm:dnt i:.l-.mnl-:i:{}:ﬁ:s; ﬂ;mgﬂ
up his own mind; othe s a.L B Tt

» happen, Too MUC .p.m.l RS
Ltiétzing Iv:l:::.'hrl send !l.[i'll‘l into t;'urrg;nﬁﬂfm
0 » Nazi Party, = C utchin. :
L: it:li;: Higher Schoel Certficate IJ; the
hand he's not using for siluting, ©

COourse,
Yours efC.,

Barbara Jones

2. DEFENCE OF PARENTS

Dear Sir
’Re the letter "Concerned

Parent" in your issue August 3rd, I must
say I was sgmewhut surprised and dis-
appointed with your foommote,

Let me say before I go further
I am a subscriber to your paper ,and
admire what you young people are trying
to achieve but in this particular case I
think you are well off the ball,

In defence of parents, I might
say I haye seen vast numbers of them in
my sixty years on this earth, and I say,
taking them by and large most have their
sons' and daughters' welfares, very much
to heart; I suppose at some stage the
youngsters have thought otherwise.

I feel this particular parent is
justified to cancel deliveries of your
paper if he or she feels it isn't in the
best interests of her minor son, this is
why I can't condone your advice to this
youth, I feel it is unethical, deceitful
and underhand, I feel if he wants to read
this particular paper, he will get an
issue without involving yourself or anyone
else,

My humble opinion is that unity
is the keynote of success to any party or
group $0 why not start with the family,
start by closing this so called generation
gap (this I haven't personally experienced),

I don't suppose I have to point
this out to you, but numbers of parents
have "been around" at some stage of
their lives they have been involved in
groups of all kinds, possible had the same
ideas and ideals as yourself, but lastly
they have had practical experiences of
yarious sorts, so I would think parents,

could, if asked help you and your followers
considerably,

Yours faithfully,
T. Hoyland

P,S. I hope sincerely "Concemed Parent"
shows the same concern for her son, if or
when he is called for "National Service"

and does something about it,

THEIR ECONOMICS
AND OURS

Dear Sir,

I certainly agree on the
necessity to include a regular column
devoted to economic problems but is

Sol Salby the man to write it?

I refer to his contribution (3/8
on the state of the economy, He sct[;.r;:s}

to ﬂ}i.:ﬂ-a_ he is onto some wonderful scoop
b}'&unu.ng the 1972 Treasury white paper
to the effect that stagflation is world- :
wide, Who did na already know that?
And who s surprised, knowing the inter-
dependence of the world economyy

Salby's use of statistics
Stics is
hig}_ltl}r‘selecth'e and already dated, For
indt‘-TLEI Australian cyclical experience
icates the leading role of housing :
EszcPﬂn, stock exchange \.'Jluc;, and
M€ rates in predicting cyclical
moyements, |

a1l mmcd"flm:lzﬁ ﬂ‘l:rui.i indicators have now
of ﬁ:ﬂ.-lﬁﬂm_'g‘“ ..lEd-.la Gi‘.’l._‘!] a ":':”.Jl-'i.ﬁl_l.l Li_-q_‘rr-]
policies pl :ri}h:}bc'ul dnd monetary
r-:c-:n.rgu pinu-.th e undeniable signs of
1]'1]:-13_,11:},& c U;S. and J'.ll-\:-'-r-l; it
 that the June quarter represents

thu, trough of the current cycle in

ralia, A ust~

Severe
}."(.‘.Dtlﬂfﬂlc front, ict
actors at work Sl
i di?thib j_;tj wgrll on price increases .:mibit

AACULLE o predict the outcome

P*IE;tichm remain on the
Cre are confl

The present n
P 1ethods vage
stx.nni.lutir.‘m ald the strong atDIﬂ-:;_;lEL

A '_m—,-.,;',lﬂ_
A W

expense of the weak, Te
unemployment 1s an increasiy,
vant concern, Are westem eco
experience stagnation {n the | :
Does pollution control necess; “_
a slower rate of growth?, , rgzﬁmﬁhif
could easlly go on, 2 :

My suggestion is :
would be better advised mt?:;.t% Salby
to reconcile his prejudiclal aggym. Yi%
about an "employer offensiyan Ptiony

with
smattering of current economi a4

C statigy

1 .

and get about :lnalrdng real
providing balance lnfunnauommll

suggesting detalled and Practicy) |
Femedje,

Yours,

Ray Clifforg

SALBY REPLIES

I certainly agree with the necess|
include criticisms of my articles ;,mh
Ray Clifford the man to write it? -

None of Mr, Clifford's cridelsms
such that they can be directed a e
any of my estimates and assessm
particular; if fact most of it can be 3

"':‘I:i- to February's 1. 67%,

directed at anytody with a Mareist
point. However, lets get down 10 $om
specific points, ’

The significance of the Tre !
Paper comment does not li:m;: mwtmﬁ
It lies in what I said was its significant o
point: "This is one of the clearest state.
ments by the representatives of the em.
ploying class on the world=-wide eh-
sions of the capitalist crisis" (e
added). Up to this stage it was
Marxist economists like Eamest Mande]
who emphasised the interdependence of
the world economy, while most &
eois economists ridiculed this idea, As
for people being "surprised at this
discovery" I refer Mr, Clifford to the
ACTU's resolution on the economy at
its executive meeting of Febrnuary this
year which does not make a single ref-
erence tO overseas economic conditions!

The use of outdated statistics is some-
thing Mr, Clifford should be wary of,

On the very same day that he sent his
letter, Mr Lynch released the new figrews
figures for unemployment for the month
of July., These showed an increase of
74301 to 112,290 or 2% of the work force
(Seasonally adjusted figures) which
contradicted Mr, Clifford's optimistic
predictions, [ couldn't have used any
more recent figures than the June figures
which I used, The other figures for
industrial output were the best I could find,

My selectiveness is clearly deliberate.
Over the past two years | emphasised two
sets, Unemployment and inflation direct-
Ty affect the working class and that's why
[ emphagised them, Whether or not
share prices are rising or falling dos not
particularly interest me. I leave the
wailing about falling share prices and
suffering of the capitalists to the apolog-
ists of capitalism,

Mr. Clifford's assertions about "Austral-
ian Cyclical experience" once agiin
do not interest me, My analysis is based
on Marxist economic theory, not on the
apologetcs for capitalism they teachat
the universities, But do not allow me &
shy away from the issue. Even in bour
geois economics some of these assertions
are to say the least debatable, I refer to
an article in the "Investment' columa
the "National Times" of August 28 which
claimed that Australian share yalues dr
on the whole inversely related to Wall
Street rather than to local causess ﬂtn
that count, the overtime rates havest
improved sufficiently even for "supet=
optimist Lynch" to take heart.

[ am also sure that the millions afu;!-ﬂ
loyed workers in the United Staltes; Iﬂ:ﬂ
of the workforce, will be relieved © Hable
out that Mr Clifford can see¢ the unde

signs of recovery.

b 1]
Allow me to call on oné more " authority
to justify my pessimism about the emp=
loyment situation— the ANZ buﬂ-ﬂ'ﬂﬁﬂaﬂ
indicators survey, Inan article ent
"Awaitng the Recovery" Lh(‘-"i; sardi
"Ample funds are now avallable for ('i’::?ﬂ'
sonal and business -;pc.ndf.ng and the
momywealth Government has takend 3
number of measures to stimulate econom
IC activity,
[his '.Lilli:Lr]li.l.', and the ready availability

of funds h 15, 5O f.l[’ ]',1111',!1'.‘. o ha?ﬂ &

identifiable impact on the ﬂ%ﬂ
omic growth, but while the nun

T ;_:';’,-T-"i_%ﬁ d '1_-:-Juuuzmplcycd has fluchs ted
over the last few months, the levE ble
unemployment has been relatively S50 5
1fter adjustment for seasonal influences;
following a large increase in February

1972 1 (emphasis added)
(No64 July 72 — the latest 1 cﬂuld;'bmtl:j
Unemployment has now reached 290 €0

I don't know what "balanced
1']_'[ aﬁﬂ]]." 1’- Perhﬂp nﬂ-ﬂg ﬂll‘
of the employers for lower wages
: o higher profits?

mﬂ:lﬂ.ﬂs [ offered - a shorter work=
‘Ihe::ck with no loss of pay and a sliding
ccale of wages— are not only practical -

lamented they will solve the prob-
}i};’f they also have the potential of

ning and destroying capitalism
‘;,‘;“f;mrg responsible for inflation and

waerm playm ent,

Clifford, one could easily :
is, if you suffer from amy illusions

Tﬁét c’_—;pim lists and their theory, but

;ﬂ if you share our aim, the overthrow

of capitalism, not its reform,

Sol Salby

PRAISE FROM CEYLON

Comrade
el "1 had the privilege of

ding a copy of the "Direct Action"

I dy, I found it immensely interest-

recen
ing.

[am a young student studying at Royal
College Colombo, I have just sat for my
mmiversity entrance exam, Iam 19 years
old, and very much Interested in the
srticles and news in the Direct Action,

[ would like to subscribe to your paper
yery much, If you can kindly inform how
[ could subscribe from Sri Lanka (Ceylon),
[ would also like to know how much it
would cost to pay in Ceylon currency, and
other details regarding this.

| sincerely hope you will not fail me,
Waiting anxiously,
Thanking you,
RK

CONTINUED FROM BACK PAGE

< France ’68

ment, Overnight, the more political
students became mass leaders of thousands
of their comrades,

Take Over Schools

HBetause the cops had overplayed their

hind on May 10, there was an immediate
response against police brutality, Because
the st udents had stood firm at the barri—
cades, and fought back wave after wave

of police onslaughts they were in a posit-
ion to demand from the French Commun-
ist Party immediate solidarity action from
the working class which it 'led', A gen-
eral strike was called for May 13, After
the strike and the huge demonstration on
that day the movement exploded,. The
general strike spread throughout France
lasting not just for one day but smowballing
for two weeks, Ten million workers were
on strike, and many of them began to
occupy their place of work. Capitalist
France was baught to the brink of collapse.

The lycees too, responded, On May 14
the students occupied high schools all over
Paris, and they remained occupied
throughout the struggle.

Study commissions similar to the ones in
the universities were organized to discuss
the examination system, social discrim-
ination in the schools, pelitical rights for
high school students, and what form of
Organization high school students have.
[o addition, there were just as many
tommissions set up to study the major
tational and international political prob-
lems: the general strike, Vietmam, Cuba,
the workers states, the elections, ete.
Activity wasn't limited to talk, The stud-
Ents were oceupying the high schools as
40 act of solidarity with the workers and
uniyersity students, and they went out to
help organize, Groups of high school

ents went to numerous small enter-
Prlses and shops to talk with the workers
ind convince them to join the strike,

ETe Were many Successes,

The Occupation of the lycees re treated
when the general strike begin o fall
dpart, The French regime survived be-
Suse no leadership carried the mass
Upsurge into reconstruction, The French
CP traded ten million strikers for five
million yotes, and played 'dogey' to

de Gaulle's cornered concessions,

The CALs emerged from the Reyolution
28 a force in French aadonal education,
The 1968 "baccalaureat” was restricted
0 a brief oral examination, Another
Polnter to their power is that their right
10 put up political posters in the schools
q i longer contested, Today, the CALs
0t survive as they did. ... t!mre's no
po¥olution in France today, but within the
YEees the next upsurge in France will
Mmeet with the same response.,

UTH AFRICAN
WELCOME

The Ambassador was mo

EVer at a reception g;i‘vml';eb:rtmhin;:r!&aw-
City Counecil, There, Charles Court
leader of the West Australian State Lib—
eral Party praised South Africa's handl-
ing of its black Population and said that
Australia should send people to South
Africa to leam from their methods of
handling racial minorities,

At present the majority of black

; ¢ peopl
u:j humhhﬁ-ica are herded onto I.'E.Eﬂnpff
aHons where it is imposéible to find work
thousands suffer from ma Inutrition 3:1‘::! :
70, 000 per year suffer from tuberculosis,

Thnusalnfis more are in prison on umped
up political charges,

UNIONISTS RETURN FROM NO
VIETNAM e

Four trade union leaders including George
Crawford, a prominent figure in ghe ALIE
Socialist Left in Victoria, recently ret-
urned from a tour of North Vietmam.
They report that 15 times during 8 days
they were forced to take cover from air
raids, mainly in the Haiphong area,
They said that bombing in the populated
areas seemed to be indiseriminate—in
marked contrast to the apparently
precision bombing of imigation and flood
control dykes,

On retuming to Australia, the unionists
were questioned for more than an hour
by customs officials, and films which
had been taken in North Vietnam were
confiscated, The films were later
returned except for photos of yictims
of US bombing,

perspectives of the three speakers. all

dgreed on one question of crucial import

ance; the need to elect a Labor Ewem—
ment, er a & Streésse j o DEEH

10 consciously build the SL and such like
formatons within the ALP as a concrete
stzp ilong the road to forging an alterna-
tive leadership of the working class,

P!Dgg and Healy related details of the
situation as it exists now in the ALP,

the results of federal intervention, and
proposed certain future perspectives for
the Socialist Left, Mecllroy analysed the
cantradictory nature of the ALP; on the
one hand being an historically progressive
force representing the independent polit-
ical action of the working class and on
the other a force fostering reformist illus-
lons thus acting as an obstacle to the
creation of the type of leadership
necessary to achieve socialism,

NAZILS

Recently, members of the Nazis in Adel-
aide have taken to selling their press in
competition with "Direct Action”.
Several tdmes when this has occurred,
police have appeared and stood nearby or
manned police cars have been parked
nearby. The "Direct Action' sellers have
on these occasions been harrassed by pol-
ice — being told to move on and to stop
obstructing the footpath., The Nazs have
been allowed to continue selling, On one
occasion a police officer observed an
assault against a 'Direct Action' seller
but tock no acton,

SOCIALIST POLLS WELL IN MACQUARIE
MACQUARIE UNIVERSITY ELECTIONS

Standing on a socialist programme, SYA
member Peter Jamieson polled 352 votes
out of a total of 1032, failing to be clect-
ed to the Student's Council by 9 votes,

The openly political nature of the SYA
campaign contrasted with that of other
self styled socialists and lefdsts, who
preferred to confine their campaigns to
welfare issues, The campaign was only

DIRECT ACTION FORUM IN MELBOURNE: the second run by SYA on Macquarie

What should the role of the Socialist

Left be in the present election year?
Should the SL adopt a perspective of
aggressive political intervention in the
mass movements and labour movement,
or be purely part of the ALP electoral
machine? What atttude should revolut-
jonaries have toward the mass party of the
Australian working-class,

These were just some of the questions
raised at the recently conducted "Direct
Action" Forum on the elections, e
orum | o0cla and the ALP", attended

a representative audience of about 70
waple, was the first in a series projected
"Direct Action” to highlight the bum-

Dire
litical issues facing the Australian

;zigt!fnd their reladon to the ALP.

orums as "Abortion and the ALP"
are to ﬂld within the pre-election

peﬂfd and advertised in DA,
kers, Kevin Healy lam:! Bob Hogg
Eﬁ the SL newspaper "Actlon’,

Direct Acton
and Jim Mcliroy for o S:'
ented thels views o0 B RESE 01 of the

ma?nﬁdm to it and the ﬂgﬂm,
Although there were s in the

campus,
STUDENT STRUGGLE AT SUNSHINE HIGH

Two strikes, several suspensions, and
nmerous propaganda campaigns have
been the result of unrest amongst mem-
bers of the student body at Sunshine
High, a western suburban school of
Melbourne, Initdally a struggle for demo-
cratic demands, the students now have
as thelr broad objective the student/
teacher/worker control of the school.
Front page headlines and editorials
supporting the demands of the students
at the school, and students' rights
generally, have appeared in the local
suburban press. Interviews with students

ot Action Forum, Jim Mcllroy, Kevin Healy, Jamie Doughney, Bob Hogg

were obtained and the debate about

Further student rights has been Cﬂnﬂm.l.l.ﬂi for

several weeks with even the local ALP

municipal council passing a modon
student ' cipadon' in
school affairs, But the ents appear

to be pressing for far more substantial
demands and thanks to numerous pam-
phlets they bave become aware of their
stmﬁﬂa in relation to society as a whole
and have been urged to relate their own
demands to the demands of their par-
ents for workers' control of the factories,

STARVATION IN PORT MORESBRY

Josephine Abaijah, a member of Papua
New Guinea's House of Assembly, and
former principal of the Port Moreshy
Institute of Health Educadon claimed in
evidence to the Minimum Wages Board
that many people, particularly children
are starving because of inadequate wages
and unemployment. The minimum on
which a family can exist in Port Moresby
is around $20 per week, however the
present minimum wage is $8 per week
and a common wage is §12 per week,
Some families have had thelr water cut
off because they owe money, In one
settlement, a survey showed that 347
of 176 children were suffering from
malnutridon,

o
- oy

T e .
Josephine Abaijah

METHODIST CHURCH SACKS DON
BRADY

Well known black civil rights leader,
pastor Don Brady has been asked by the
Methodist Church to ign from th
Methodist Church o resign [wom the
church's Brisbane Aboriginal Mission,
The church claims that the dismissal is

due to administrative and [inancial

problems, but the majority of black
people involyed consider that Brady's

civil rights work is becoming an embar-
rassment to the church authorities and
that is the real reason begind his dismissal

Various religious organisations have
conducted "mission" work among blacl
people in this country for decades, yet
the main result of this work has been not
to encourage black people to struggle for
their rights, but rather to discourage such
activity. When black people begin to
take effective action to win their rights,
most of the religious bodies can be
expected to quickly disassociate them-
selyes from such activity, Don Brady is
one of the casualties of this process.

McMAHON ON ABORTION AND THE
ANTHEM

Speaking in Parliament on August 31st,
Prime Minister McMahon said that he
fayoured retention of "God Save the
Queen' as the national anthem and that
he would continue to oppose the introduc-
tion of abortion on demand, The anthem
and the present abortion laws are almost
as anachronistic as McMahon and hope-
fully they will quickly follow him into
rubbish bin of history later this year.

ATTACKS ON THE ABC CONTINUE

The campaign by right wing elements to
muzzle the ABC's current affairs program-
mes continued recently with Governor
General Hasluck (an ex Liberal Party
minister ) joining the attack, defendin
right wing politicians who claim that the
ABC is politically biased, while declai-
ming that he did not want to enter Into
the controversy over the question. He
then went on to bluster at some length
about the incompetence of Australian TV
staff. The whole exercise was clearly an
attempt to give some credence to the
bankrupt right wing campaign aginst the
autonomy of the ABC and to create an
issue for the sagging Liberal Party

campai ga,
THERE IS SOMETHING LOWER

Jack London in his famous poem about
the scab polnts out that the scab is the
lowest form of life, What could be
lower than someone who continues to
work while his fellow workers are on

7 An incident which occurred dur-
there is something lower. ng the

work, but collected strike pay as v
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rember 20, probably for du'_
ﬁ?stsgsc in Australian historys s_m.c;::— s
ary students in all states are m:nfgnd
national action t© advance and e\fnbur
their common intercsts. The Scpt.:m-
20 actions are the initiators of imighw
going national secondary schoo! ru.m =
campaign, @ campalgn wh::*.h{.s iniq
with respect to previous radical high
s, A chronic wenlmcsb
E I u
of most high school "dlautuf:_ h;;r ;ﬁs

(=]

wh

jis scattered 4
reaon the fact that mazy secerﬂﬂ?d‘ﬂ
students now see the importance Of &
national character of the campsign-u

2 qualitative gain far the secondary
school movement. The environment 10
any school Is in such a fluid state that
student radicalism can rise to great _\j
heights and fall away agaln in a peric

of only three or four wcn!»'s. Acton in
one city can by its coordinated nafture
succeed where 3 single school body is
wnsuccessful, For example, if the
administration of one school takes part-
icularly repressive measures against the
students, the publicity gained by :
sympathy strikes in other schools may
exert on the school invalved
where action of the students involved
had failed, In the same Way, the stabil-
ity of a pational high school rights cam=
paign puts the student population in 2
much stronger position with respect ©
the repressive school system (which is
itself very well coordinated nationally).
It is much harder to coordinate a cam=
paign between all states than to orgamse
\within one area oF city, Yet the momen-
tum of a national campaign can achieve
what no effort in one city can do. Am}
since the same types of rules, regulations
and circumstances oppress secondary
students throughout Australia, students
have a common obstacle which unity in
action can defeat,

The decision to crganise a national stud-
ent rights campaign incorporating demon-
strations and strikes on September 20 was
not spontaneously thought of by students
simultaneously throughout Australia, It
\was a conscious decision taken by students
in Melboume who from their own exper-
jences felt the need for it. While there
are many objectionable things about
school, ranging from the autocratic rule
of schools and arbitrary invention of rules
and regulations to the exam system and
restriction of subject choice, it is under
the broad heading of student rights,
including equality of education opport-
unity, that students could best unite to
fight and improve the education system,
The experience of these Melbourne stud-
ents also wamed them of the futility of
Yofficial channels”, The response and
enthusiasm from a Melbourne demonst-
ration of students on May 31 this year
left a greater impact on Melbourne schools
than )vould have resulted from months of
petitions and delegations, Following this
success. the need 1o soread the campalien

High S
France

The most unsung , and yet most extra-

May-June upsurge in 1968 is probabl;
that of the high school xtudclris. X

‘Erench high schools, or lycees, were
drom day-to-day reality than Australlan

‘and the arbitrary decisions of the teach-
ers themselves, the high schools were
closed 1o the great majority of students
from working class families, Those stud-
enls were channelled off into technical
schools at about the age of fourteen,

In the high schools (most of which were
also segregated by sex) the course of
study was heavily weighed towands the
old time "classical education" - the
.gocd old Latin or Greek, etc, Those
fortunate' enough to survive the French
b{;e: stem Inu:dd::t its end the hated
calaureat" ilar to Highe
Certificate with the gu;;mntceg;!liﬂsg;zfl
education once the exam was passed,

Ususlly, 13 percent survived the “bace-
alaureat”,
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ist Youth - a Trotkylst Youth

its
allies and the PSU (United Soctallst Barty— Bonepmn. s vocle 1 soclal security
a left centrist formation) set up an ant- 2]
war coalidon, It was called the National

even more strictly controlled and isolated Viemam Committee (CVN)and it

spawned scores of regional committees in

schools, By way of discriminatory exams much the same way as the Moratorium

moyement in this country, A litter of
CVN committees sprang up in the :d:ools

and, io spite of headmasters'

opposition,

proved 5o successful that late in 1967 jt

was decided to mobilize hi
ents much more
AR energetica

As was the case in the
radicalizing impetus a

can be told,

school stud-

ly for politic-

universities, the
m

lycees was the war in Lu‘:)lggl‘:ll:nmn‘:h
in Australia and elsewhere the

= Just ag
same story

The movement, known a
Action Commill:tee} s;;:,jgd,jl‘; CAL (Lycee

the radicalization with|
ment, Itbegan atoundha&iﬁ
organized in eight Paris high
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CVN move-
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The strike was called

in support of a demonstration protesting

It proyed 80 i
percent effective
amongst the schools participating, -

First Committees
€ autho;

from all over Paris

onstration at Cordor
cops who were sent

from entering the

From that
F it point on

some 50 schools in Parig and ar

the provinces;
ation wag put out
i

was elected; apnd ney,

moved in to z:\::hd‘t‘j!ze?cby i mee
sult a member of the Jjc
from Lycee Cordorcet.

primarily from Cordorce:
Stration; one week later

aders, Asa re-

R was expelled
Some 500 students
t, held a demon-
1, 800 students
Particlpated at a dem-
cet.and battled with
1o prevent the students

school,

was established with

I other 30
a bulletin of co-ordin-
4 provisional leadership

dcuons organized,

AMspg
badge advertising the first action

campalgn - student strikes, dem
fons, and assoclated ﬂﬂli\'ily,

of thy
Omstryg,

With these actvities now
points should be noted, Frosa MY by
palgn has not abstractly deaid:;d h%
get SlUJL:I?']ll support and then take by
actdon, The campalgn ha

358 Advertiaed \acF u,’c"g*:{: el
action, Abstractions are easy mmﬂb
but such declarations of inteng umﬁl?"u.
paign has made get the active gy
students and the attention of the Pport o
This has included a centre page Medi,
the "National Times", a ton mizge (&
television interview with the Sdety
campaign coordinator and other

on "Current Affair'', numerous
reports (especlally in Adelaide) ot
mention the part "Direct Actjm,!slmh
played in supporting the campajes &
large section of the media “mﬂﬂ;‘u
all school students are "children ihl.
any school radicalism is "mani) ted
external influences", This is just one Y
down from such things as calling hz
war movement " a communist plat S
accusations have now lost moﬂojﬂh
credibility, (It is unfortunate that mes
bers of the Communist Party of Awteli
have themselves fallen victm to thi
mythology, accusing the campaignof
being influenced by outside forces,)

The second point about the high schol
rights campaign is that, althoughitl
seen as an ongoing campaign, what
comes after September is undecided, |
most centres some sort of meeting will
be held in the following week.nﬁe P
pose of these meetings is to gatherthe
activists who show their support for i
campaign, elect some sort of standisg
committee, and prepare proposals for
later national consultation

Soon after Septernber 20 students bcest
entirely involved in yearly exams; ad
the nolidays come as soon as thesedfe
over, Also there will probably be no b=
ediate results after the actions, OveEs
period any high school activity goeses
a period of dormancy. If contact betwes
student activists is retained oves this
icd, then preparations for the 1973
year could be made in the holida}‘ll.l
hational conference of these actViss
with discussion of past experienced
future plans would serve this purposts

So long as the campal retains the céd
goal of democratic rights for student
keeps a mass action perspective and -
mains independent of any other ﬂnll;“
organisation, it is assured of the ¢t 4
support of large numbers of Mﬂ:ﬂ
such an organisation s capable of .
thousands, of students, and of 4
ing their interests. o

For the rest of the year;
a campaign around the usm:li:ﬂ
system in the high schools. e
the events of May 1968 ook

Link up
The events at the two Parislan “‘[h:d‘
jes, Nanterre and the
reached a crisls by May 3 whea o
invaded the Sorbonnes The m“‘m
on the 3rd and the rush of deECEEE
that followed during the :_1::;@
diately had an impact &

1 Classes wfre ca e""'d”w

lycees

school

discuss the situation. Ma
join the demonstrationss

&
On May 10 the CALS called 'fo‘%ﬂ
strike In all Paris lycees ARCETCLES
students marched to Join the
stration which ended at the

11 other sectors of the
ds who were pm\fic'
r unorganized poure
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