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1f you oppose the Vietmam war and
conscription, if you want a social-
it Australia, if you support the
‘truggle for women's liieratiﬂn,
the struggle for national liberation
throughout the world- join the
SOCIALIST YOUTH ALLIANCE.
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In 1967 — five years ago. _'{[;];ia?uin.
wrote, in his message (0 t!1¢ rn.ralmian-
ental, of the situation facing re
¥

aries at that time :

" Twenty-one years have elap@c# figge
the end of the last world canﬂargu L
numerous F”Hj:ﬂ“mfﬂ';if::tn st-:jmhc-l-

age, celebrate thi - L
::;dglzv}’gti;é defeat of Japan. Tl?erc J.SH.;r
climate of apparent optimism 17 m; Fh
areas of the different camps into whic
the world is divided.

n Twenty-one years without.a world war,
in these times of maximum cenfmlnt-
ations, of violent clashes and E“.dd"?. 1
changes, appears to be a very high 1tg e
However, without analysing the [:'lrat:d:-::t
results of this peace ( poverty, degra a; -
jon, increasingly larger exPloimtmn.I_? ;
eniormous sectors of humanity ) for.“, ic
all of us have stated that we are w}“”‘ltg
to fight, we would do well to inquire 1

this peace is real.

# [t is not the purpose of these notes tO
detail the different conflicts of a lo._:al
character that have been occurnng since
the surrender of Japan, neither do we
intend to recount the numerous afm:l in-
creasing instances of ciyilian strife which
have taken place during these years of
apparent peace. It will be‘ enough just to
name, as an example against undue
optimism, the wars of Korea and
Vietnam. . - .

" There is a sad reality : Vietnam —a
nation representing the aspirations, the
hopes of a whole world of forgotten
peoples — is tragically alone. This nation
must endure the furious attacks of US
technology, with practically no possibil-
ity of reprisals in the south and only some
of defence in the north — but always
alone.

" The solidarity of all progressive forces
of the world towards the people of Vietmam
today is similar to the bitter irony of the
plebeians coaxing on the gladiators in

the Roman arena. It is not a matter of
wishing success to the victim of aggress-
ion, but of sharing his fate; one must
accompany him to his death or victory.

"When we analyse the lonely situation of
the Vietnamese people, we are overcome
by anguish at tkis illogical moment of
humanity.

" US imperialism is guilty of aggression—
its crimes are enormous and cover the
whole world. We already know all that,
gentlemen! But this guilt also applies to
those who, when the time came fora
definition, hesitated to make Vietnam an
invoilable part of the socialist world;
running, of course, the risks of a war on a
global scale — but also forcing a decision
upon imperialism. And the guilt also
applies to those who maintain a war of
abuse and snares — started quite some
time ago by the representatives of the two
greatest powers of the socialist camp,

" We must ask ourselves, seeking an hon-
est answer : Is Vietmam isolated, or is it
not? Is it not maintaining a dangerous
equilibrium between the two quarrelling
powersy

" And what great people these are! What
stoicism and courage! And what a lesson
for the world is contained in this struggle!

" The largest of imperialist powers feels
in its own guts the bleeding inflicted by a
poor and underdeveloped country; its fab-
ulous economy feels the strain of the war
effort. Murder is ceasing to be the most
convenient business for its monopolies,
Defensive weapons, and never in

number, is all these extraordinary soldiers
have — besides love for their homeland,
their society, and unsurpassed courage,
But imperialism is bogging down in Viet-
nam, is unable to find a way out and des-
perately seeks one that will overcome with
dignity this dangerous situation in which
it now finds itself, Furthermore, the Four
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rth and the
. e put forward by the no . 2.
E?\:I—;;nts of the south now corner imp

- even
TR : confrontation

more decisive.

L i o indicates that peace, this
1n§;eb?-;u;::enagc::nihich bears that nat:;;ﬂf:nr'
:hc sole reason that no \’Ifl.:ll'ld‘ﬁ'rldl.’f Cﬂan egr
ration has-taken place, is again ;::ableg
of being destroyed by some u]-:eivthe bl
and unacceptable step taken by

States.

we, the exploited people
of the world, play? The E}euples of thc!
three continents focus their attent;-?n oI
Vietnam and leam their lesson. ince

imperialists blackmail hl:;lmanjty Ib}r trhrﬁz:::-
ening it with war, the wise reaction 15 1

to fear war. . ..

" What role shall

# But this brief outline of victories Carries
within itself the immense sacrifice of the
people, sacrifices that should be demanded
beginning today, in plain da',tllght, and
which perhaps may be less painful than
those we would have to endure if we con-
stantly avoided battle in an attempt to
have others pull our chestnuts out of the

fire.

" It is probable, of course, that the l_ast
liberated country shall accomplish this
without an armed struggle and the suffer-
ings of a long and cruel war against the
imperialists — this they might avoid. But
perhaps it will be impossible to avoid this
struggle or its effects in a global conflag-
ration; the suffering would be the same,
or perhaps even greater . We cannot foresee
the future, but we should never give in to
the defeatist temptation of being the
vanguard of a nation which yearns for
freedom, but abhors the struggle it
entails and awaits its freedom as a

crumb of victory...

" The time has come to settle our dis-
crepancies and place everything at the
service of our struggle.

" We all know great controversies rend
the world now fighting for freedom; no
one can hide it. We also know that
they have reached such intensity and
such bitterness that the possibility of
dialogue and reconciliation seems
extremely difficult, if not impossible.
It is a useless task to search for means
and ways to propitiate a dialogue which
the hostile parties avoid. However,

the enemy is there; it strikes every day,
and threatens us with new blows and
these blows will unite us, today, to-
morrow, or the day after. Whoever
understands this first, and prepares for
this necessary union, shall have the

people's gratitude.*

We should draw a balance sheet, with
reference to the goals outlined by Che,
of the efforts of the forces involved in
the Indochina struggle since the time
of writing the above message to his
comrades.

From the Vietnamese we have witness-
ed, apart from two great offensives of
almost unbelievable courage and deter-
mination, a further five long years of

relentless struggle unmatched in recent
world history,

From Che and his comrades we saw,
within months after the above letter
was written, a vain attempt to widen
the military pressure on imperialism,

From within the imperialist countries
themselves we have seen five years of
demonstrative action that has altered
the course of public opinion within
thF&E countries and placed severe limit-
ations upon the military and political

ar_nbitiuns of Presidents Johnson and
Nixon,

And fmlm the "“socialist" countriegwe
E?ve Wilnessed five years of miserable
iplomacy, a diplomacy more often

than not directed 1 ainst the Vietnam-
ese revolution and in lavour of that

" - - .
phantom peaceful coexistence", which

NOW.

YD SAPORT TO THEI-NO U.5./MPOSED REGIMES [V 5.E 454

g —

1 . L - ! f
S A s Ad o
- J b

Washington May 21, 1972

: EVD - BLECFADE ,- STOP the BOMEANG [

.07 or SOUTHEAST ASIA

79

means in effect a si
bureacrats of Mwmﬁt;gnp:&;.
tain and perpetuate their NON- e
ary world standing and cnn;g“u iy,
priveleged positions in the wqw%
states and amongst the stalinig g
of the world, and whilst so dﬁm?"hi _
the criminals in Washington lhdj %
to further deny the success of ﬂu&v‘:g .

namese revolution.

We have seen countless :
drag the Vietnamese ﬁg?;::;mtl;um
conference table to aCCept 2 goll e
in favour of "world peace" In -ﬂ' :
to Che's call to Moscow ard pﬂ;:!'.
seftle their discrepancies We haye E
an acceleration of the squabbles “‘
the two bureaucracies, even

north and south.

the lunacy of military en lic? E
In answer to Che's reproach shoe= |
""defensive weapons, anf neyer . i_
in number", we have obseryed i -
criticisms of the Soviet Unionang =
People's China for its nigg“dl? '“ﬁ ¢
towards the supply of sophisticateq 2
military material to the fighters of e 4

And if that were not enough, in 137
we have witnessed a significant zcesl.
eration of this trend, the pilgrim;#‘
Richard Nixon to Peking and Moscos

All this betrayal, we are told, is
petrated in the interest of "peace
coexistence", But we ask with Che:
how, by any stretch of the imagisatin
can one claim that peace exists whes
the revolution in Indochina is beings
brutally suppressed? The peace thit
does exist is the freedom of impenilis
to smash revolution in the third world
and to exploit the toiling massesof
whole western world.

We do not believe Richard Nixonwies
he says that "he has been unablets
arrive at any agreement with the Sovs
Union on the issue of ending the Vieisa
war", Nor do we believe Moscow's
similar protestations. It is not possite
to believe the word of a regime thatss
contributed to so many be;t;lilm
the last fif ears, and which, izg
gesture afts};gerb irony, allows the o
lar head of world imperialism 9

an unrestricted speech to Russian tes
vision while it gaols its own pro-lﬂ'ﬁﬂ'
ist and pro-Soviet critics, whose crizg
are merely that of holding up the @it
of the bolshevik past that these moss
have defiled.

Qur disbelief of the pmtemﬂw of
Moscow and Washington did not g
to be confirmed. As we go OPERE
hear of Moscowls broadcasts 10 wofﬁ
of the "necessity for negotiations

Vietnamese conflict",

In the face of all this betrayal, i‘_” ;i
enough for us to repeat Ol demand 88
the Soviet Union and China €0 i
united front against imperialismy 0

although it needs to bqil:::;:d : P
again, we can see .nr} 1 S
accur:*ing. Nor is it enough 10 "'Fu _

our call for a polincnl reyolutiod o

workers' states to replace Fﬂ-.
racies with workers' demxr::;“.“-
without us playing our Piuf:c llﬂl#": '
are merely "coaxing on g

P""“'{
Qur part is to place ~{ur-therahriﬂﬁ’
imperialism from WI"Ehlﬂ, {Ish‘lﬂ he
as Che said, "in plain day of AU
issues involved to the masses o

t ¥
Qe i
ralia and the world, and t g he

: : of
demand for the withdrawal

. e W . r
forces from [ndochina ne ate B

ol trade with capitalist states.
again, unlike the present rulers of the

lan F‘“.l.-"L I."l..Jt|\"|'l,
ralion has

SIVES

Viel aimne
the course of a

What Nixon
Brez i

On May 16, four days before Richard
Nixon departed on his trip to Moscow
the Soviet bureaucrats produced their
official explanation of why the war
criminal is to be wined and dined in
the Kremlin while his bombs are falling
on Vietnam,

The explanation was made in a tele-
vision commenZary by Viktor Shragin,
"who is believed close tosgyiet policy-

makers, " according to Theodore Shabad,

who reported the commentary in a May
16 dispatch from Moscow to the New
York Times.

Shragin said that the Soviet leadership
is " steadfastly keeping to ils principle
of peaceful coexistence despite the

stormy cowse of international events and

despite the twists and turns in the world
situation. "

Without directly mentioning Nixon's
blockade of the Vietnamese work-
ers sltate, Shragin implied that such

"s:ormy" events are not really an obstacle

to "peaceful coexistence.” The real
culprit is not U_S, imperialism, but
those who argue that the Kremlin's
treacherous refusal to oppose U, S.
aggression only encourages Nixon to
cscalate the war further.,

"There are, of course," Shragin said,
“lorces in the world that would like to
stop Lthe positive trend in international
relations, These forces are not beyond
urging upon our country a course of
action dictated by the situation of the
moment. But such attempis can not be
successful, "

Brezhnev and his cohorts take the "peace-

ful coexistence" view of history, which

makes it easy to overlook such "situations

of the moment" as the genocidal air

war against North Vietnam and the bomb-

ing of Soviet ships in Haiphong harbor,

[n the May 21 New York Times, Hedrick
smith reporied that the bureaucrals were
using Lenin's name to justily their be-
trayal, The May 19 issue of the Com-
munist party paper Pravda, he wrote,
"quoted Lenin as having approved of
'normalization of relationships with the
major capitalist power' and having
specilically advocated Soviet-American
trade. ™

It 15 guite true that Lenin never pretended

thal the Soviet Union ¢xists in a vacuuwm
-—unlike the bureaucrats who subscribe (o
the theory of "socialism in one country."
He consequently recognized the necessity

But- -

Soviet Union--he never regarded re-
volutions as a commedity to be bartered

ivvay in international commerce, The
Kiemlin bureaucrats have made it quile
clear that that is precisely the sort of

S
L %"

cl-American trade that makes

Nivon's 1t 1p W -.'11,' DI

What the
blockade means

nee the bureaucrats signaled their

willingness 1o roll over and play dead
in the

lace of U, S, imperialism's mili-
the Nixon administ-
been hard put to conceal its
contribution to his re-election
mpaign and the encouragement il

to still [wrther escalations of the

ir in Indochina,

oy al thi

Defending the blockade before a Sénate

ubcommitice May 15, Secretary of

slate William Rogers boasted that the
idministration had been proved right
igainst the sectors of the U, S, ruling

tass who feared that the Soviel leaders
I be lorced to respond to the aggp-

LA ALL! LBy &
sion, il only from a sense of se lU-
W =

| the predictiong that were made

ibout how catasirophic this would be

(]
il %A 1

come [0 pass, L RGRI}‘W S.:'lid',

g that the blockade "could well
ibaut the failure of the North

¢ invasion and so advance
negotiated settlement,

nev|

"I don't think it was a dangerous tactic, "

he continued.

“....It probably is going to be a tuming

point (in the war)."

Presumably already thinking of the
future, Rogers said that in comparison
with other "optjons" the blockade was
"the least offensive manoeuvre that
could have been taken. "

The Soviet failure to assert the righs
to supply Hanoi and challenge the
blockade necessarily implies the esca-
lation of the air war well beyond its
worst under Lyndon Johnson, for the
simple reason that the blockade by sea

15 meaningless without a massive bombing

campaign to prevent supplies being
brought from China by road and rail.

The scale of the bombing planned by
Nixon was indicated in an article by
I.F. Stone in the June 1 New York
Review of Books. Stone published por-
tions of "National Security Study

Memorandum Number 1," a secret study

of the war conducted for Nixon shortly
after he took office. The memorandum
consists of a series of questions by Nixon
and answers {rom wvarious government
departments,

The relevant question here concerned the
amount of supplies that could be brought

into North Vietnam "even if all imports
by sea were denied and a strong effort

even made to interdict ground transport, "

The answer of the Defense Department
noted that Johnson's bombing had been
unable to stop such transport:

"Past attempts to cut rail, road and
water networks in NVN (North Vietnam)
have met with considerable difficulties.
[t has been estimated that 2 minimum
of 6,000 attack sorties per month would
be required against the two rail lines
from China.
the North Vietmamese could continue
to use the rail lines to shuttle supplies
if they were willing to devote sulficient
manpower 1o repair and transhipment
operations, Interdiction of the road
system would be still more difficult. , .

"We currently fly approximately 7,000
sorties per month against two primary

roads in Laos without preventing through-

pul truck traffic; the road network from
China has 7-10 principal arteries and
numerous by- passes, "

The State Department offered similar
advice:

"The North Vietnamese surprised many
observers, and confounded many pre-
dictions, by holding the North together
and simultaneously sending ever-
increasing amounts of supplies and per-
sonnel into the South during 3 3 vears
of bombing. It is clear that the bomb-
ing campaign, as conducted, did not
live up to the expectations of many ol
its proponents, With this experience in
mind, there is little reason to believe
that new bombing will accomplish what
previous bombings failed 1o do, unless
it is conducted with much greater in-
tensity and readiness to defy criticism
and risk of escalation,

Thus, more than three years ago,
Richard Nixon's advisers informed him
that even 13, 000 bombing sorties a
month might be insufficient to starve
the North Vietnamese into submission,

There are, of course, no moral scruples
that restrain Nixon from launching such
an assault, The U.S. command in
Saigon has anpounced that 1, 800 sorties
against North Vietnam were flown in the
week ending May 15--and this at a time
when the bulk of U, 5. air power was
being used in the South.

However, there are political consider-
ations that make it difficult for Nixon
to continue the air war at the level
necessary to accomplish his purposes.
One js the worldwide outrage aroused by
such genocidal warfare. Another is the
loss of U, S, plane crews and the con-
sequent increased opposition 1o the war

oo
nVietna

Even al this level of effort,

i o O

Allen
" Myers

should be used to disseminate Commun-
ist propaganda, the question of whether
the national interest of the United States
15 Oor is not served is not a consideration "

within the United States.

Suppressing
the news

The Nixon administration appears
already to have begun oying to overcome
these obstacles--by escalating its
suppression of news about the war.

The newsletter went on to quote quest-
ions it said had been put to the two
executives. These included such gems
as "In showing Communist propaganda
film is the question of what gives aid
and comfiort to the enemy ever dis-
cussed, is it a consideration?"” and "Do
you consider the question of whether or
not the Communist film shown grinds the
Enemy axe as a relevant one?"

In the May 15 issue of its weekly news-
letter Monday, the Republican National
Committee attacked United Press Inter-
national and the NBC television network
in language reminiscent of the McCarthy
era. UPI, it seems, had committed the
sin of distributing a photograph of a North
Vietnamese man and two children
wounded by U.5, bombs, NBC was
guilty of televising portions of a film
that showed bodies of North Vietnamese

The attack on NBC in particular takes
on added force in view of the fact th
Nixon's Justice Department recently
announced the intention o sue all three
major television networks for allegedl|y
viclating antitrust legislation by mono-
polizing programming.

civiliaos killed in an air raid. Both Three days after Monday's lirade, the
photograph and film were obtained from New York Times-~the voice of Nixon'
the North Vietnamese government nost powerful bourgeois critics--came

under similar attack from a White Housc
“Incredible as it may seem, " Monday's dide who made no secret

editors stormed, "a top network news
execulive and a top wire service news
executive told Monday that when it
comes to deciding if their facilities

ONLY TWO WEEKS LEFT
IN DRIVE FOR 500 NEW SUBS

With only two weeks 1o go in our drive
for 500 new subscribers, we have [allen
slightly behind schedule. This has happ-
ened despite a large jump in the sales
in Melbourne : 41 in the last two weeks.
Subscriplions recorded in each area

are as follows =

that we
all indications this i
means — but time is

exceed our national rgel Q0T
within our

entire iy

iy
shiorl

Time is short also [or those of our read
ers who have been meaning Lo |
advantage of our special offer of 15
issues for only one dollar. This drive
will th.ta.‘i.;lll'j,. close with the |""s.=3'.s«.' ALIOn
of DIRECT ACTICN No. 22 on Friday
23 June. So if you've been meaning 1o
subscribe but haven't got round 1o it yel.
or il you have just learnt about our offer
for the [irst time now —
hurry .

AREA SHOULD NEW

BE SUBS

QUOTA

Sydney 117 176
Melbourne 117 103
Adelaide 47 32 o0
Brishane 47 15 60
Hobart 23 18 30 AN ADDED REASON TO SUBSCRIBE
Canberra 15 7 20 NOW!
General 23 29 30

vou have 10

With this issue we commence public-

ation of Pierre Frank's "Contribution 1o
the History of the Trotskyist Movement"

389 380 500
It will be serialised in every issue of

DIRECT ACTION in the coming months.
Don't miss oul! Get your subscription in

now or send one to a friend'

It is clear that a real drive is needed in
all centres (except Sydney) to achieve
gquotas in the next fortnight and ensure

SPECIAL SUB OFFER — 15 ISSUES $1.00
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{continued from p. 3) : |
for two storigs, One was 4 _'~]-‘.‘-j".1|:.k.i
i Iy I (™ Y . i
L from Hapol gquoling INOTLR Vietnamese
| i . i .
r afficials as saying that f:h.?-]m(: 'L_.Lr.._
["l."-;l'q re =_'~.Z"x'\‘d I Maim ['f.iij'l!‘.!.'-':g Harbour
S - o wac an article from Wash-
I W SO0 Was af ATLICLE O :
: _lfd 5C yoE stod unnamed Amer-
’ ington, which q-_-xl-.u unnamec Amer
ican officials 1o the effect that the
: | 2
o "‘*1-"‘_1'~' were sel To deactivalte L m e lves
minds W
ce g™ gl
while Nixon was in Moscow.

E'J;;r;‘"-:] !‘lrl_"-’_‘-’;'ﬁ-_‘..:i. that :
remain obscure, Clawson charged that in
printing both articles the "Times" had f
been "a conduit of enemy propaganda.
What particularly annoyed Claw son's

hoss was that the "enemy propaganda"
had been printed even though the stories
were denied by the Nixon administration -
: of course, 15 a I.":--."‘!UEI_"."!,'

W
Making e Ol

whose veracity,

ariguestionable.
!

o Pk e et s

The artacks on the news media come at
E,; 4 time when information about :he_uﬁ_‘e-:
is already greatly restricted. The U. S,
wilitar command in Saigon no longer
gives daily totals on the m:n‘:l‘-.-;-: of
bombing raids, and losses of U. 3.

oractically never mentioned.

1
planes

s

Nixon's message
for Moscow

For Nixon the ideal situation would be a
single reporter in North Vietnam - and
thal reporter committed to sending his
dispatches to the Kremlin, For in the
last analysis, the blockade and the massive
4ir raids are directed at Moscow as much
as at Hanoi.

I.F. Stone, in the article mentioned
above, provides confirmation of this view
from the memoirs of Richard ]. Whalen,
who was one of Nixon's speech writers
during the 1968 campaign. According to
Whalen, Nixon had planned to give a

:I ;i'
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ar on ,-‘.1.‘][‘!2!1 a1,
i,}'l‘ld'-—‘“ JL"]"EIL‘EG”
is abdicat-
ch.

major speech on the w
1968, By coincidence,
chose that date to announce h !
ion and Nixon cancelled his own Sp¢

: o O halen

LN .paration of the '_‘,]:'-LL.LFIJ, Whale
During preparall
reports, Nixon told : o
to the conclusion that there!'s no way i«
win the war We can't send another
T R ; Sl
three hundred thousand men. We ca *ﬂ
invade North Vietnam. The only [h.i.];;;_,
left is Haiphong and thal involyves risks
with the Soviet, "

i W 1 Mixon wenl

But, according to Whalen, INixon ."! :
on to make it clear that the war migh
still be won politically even 11 1l u_:'u]d
not be won militarily. This would involve
enlisting the aid of the Soviel bureaucrats

w sl e T
by means of the carrot-and-stick routing

erd 1n our

, there could be a new :
round

relations with the Soviels, a new
f _— 2 el
of summit meciings and )
We have to make that plain to them. ¥¢
if vou go on suppori-

¥ \ W

oLl

have to .\"'!r'p rJ "'-IC'F":!
ing North Vietnam, W W ill haye to act
< 11 we

| B | ~ = =
dramatically.' We won't add -
| -II'

) - a ather
have the power, " ¢ On the other

COUrsc.

hand, we have to say, 'lf you are willing

3

10 give ground and help us out of this

morass, it could mean l01s of good Lha.-.c;:-l._
Otherwise, we're going 10 C onfrontation. "'
As the speech was finally written, it h.-\iu‘-.‘
1 remarkable resemblance to the public
statements of Nixon and his spokesman
immediately prior to May 9:

WToday the Soviet Union and the Comm-
umst States of Eastern Europe are providing
fully 85 percent of the sophisticated
weapons for North Vietnam and 100 per-
cent of the oil, It is Soviet SAMS (surface-
to-air missiles) and Soviet 3nt173.1_rcraf1;
guns that are shooting down American
planes. It is Soviet artillery that is p&f‘ld-
ing the Marine fortress of Khe Sanh, With-
out Soviet military assistance, the North
Vietnamese war machine would grind to

a halt. ... Not the small primitive state of

For young people leaving school,
deciding what career to take up is a major
decision, Many young people secking some
sort u_f job security become apprenticed

1o various trades, However, the majority
of apprentices on becoming tradesmen
realise there is no job security, they realise
their period of apprenticeship was one of
exploitation and oppression,

Wages for apprentices are very low indeed,
Employers state this is simply because a

lot of an apprentice'stime is taken up by
training. It is certainly true that a certain
amount of time is taken up by training but
only a small percentage. All tra ining done
by apprentices leads to a higher rate of
production with the apprentice still at
miserably low wages enabling the capital-
Ists to add to their rate of profit,
this so called training an apprentice is
still producing commadities,

Rates of pay for apprentices in the metal
industry a5 sct out by the Metal Trades
Award of 1971 are as follows:
Ii‘m' 40 apprentice ona four year term

st year i~ 33, 0% of the tradesmen's wage
2nd year:- 47, 257, Sl
3rd year:- 71,09
4th year:- B5. 5%

It is easily seen from these figures that

apprentices are just another
; r pool of che:
labour. 2 g

i TN - .1
his writers: ''['ve come

her negotiations.

Even during

North Vietnam bul its great ?ﬂ.}'f"i‘_".!'}“m
and protector inhibits the Iu_»'l\-T L)‘.L:rhrl.v:h,;
America's military power. ! -.:rlI-:':., Lice
proximity of Red China's nu:tsu.{,‘a[r; :
is as powerful a deterrent to .US ::L-I . ;];_I],u
as the presence ol Soviet [reighters i

port of Haiphoog, "

Nixon has determined through
escalation of the air war and
hes to both Moscow ,].Hd
na's massive armies
the deterrent they
confirm

Since 19685,
ste p-by-step
diplomatic approacies
Peking that neither Chi
nor Soviet freighters are
once seemed, This change can T}niy
. neorrectmess' of his strategy
of the carrot and the club in [m{ucfng. the
Soviet bureaucrats to help him get his

in Indochina. At the same [1ME, the
increased of miscalulat,

. all-out conflict between

for Nixon the

Wwdy
gdanger 18 greatly
ion touching oll ai :
the United States and the soviel Inion.

"The plan then and the strategy !rﬂm,"_
Stone w rote, " 15 to oller the Soviet Union
a kind of junior partnership in the Pax
Americana in return for US trade concess-
ions. The alternative is an escalated war,
threatening the destruction of a Soviet
satellite and daring Moscow, if it doesn't
like it, to come on out and fight. This, In
the thermonuclear age, is a pretty juvenile
scenario, If the bluff is called is Nixon
seriously prepared to go r.Jme. far l-.)ﬂj':ii‘p'g_'

his way in a distant Asian Lilliput:

Stone's article was written prior to Nixon's
May 9 announcement of the blockade.
Moscow's acquiescence to the blockade
and its decision not to cancel Nixon's
invitation were the clearest possible signal
that the bureaucrats prefer the "junior
partmership” to calling Nixon's bluff.

A warning
from Hanol

With the Maoist regime in China neck-

£

Apprentices, as well as other workers, work
for an industry, producing for that industry
but are expected to pay for the tools they
use. Apprentices usually have deductions
made from their pay to pay for their tools,

In‘l.lr'jis period of deepening economic
Crisis apprentices are forced to work
harder and harder, to take jobs with
deplorable conditions in order to try to
secure jobs for when they become trades
men. They realise that when they are
fully qualified, they stand a good chance
of losing their jobs, as their employers ;
would then have to pay them the full
rate and would not be ab
under such firm control,

le to keep them

Apprentices haye ye ry few ri

3 | hay ghts when it
COomes to unionism

, They can speal
vole and put forward motions but the
cammot go on strike over issu
directly affect them_ All iS5U
dpprentices becauwse
the tradesmen becomes a gain for an
apprentice when he receives his

¥
'y
L which
es affect

any gain made for

llldl“.l‘lthfl}:ﬁ F.”'}[. lact that i}**r“; niices are
hL‘H. d!lm'-'{_’d Lo :.[.E.IL'-\-L. can ;_--,_'1'311_"‘.:-.!'.r under
mine the effectiveness of a strike . While

the rest of the factory is out on strike
umplo}'t‘ﬁ use &I}PI"-':-'L]L.L'?: 1O ':'_["rl\']_l :
production going,

Throughout Australia bo

5 ..h]' '-..'_‘- Ic !‘1 TCencCi
for apprentices are oper

iting

However

b, iy
deep in "peaceful coexistan, o )
im[:;:ri-.lli.nn, there are mﬁm .
Lo the consummation A
betrayal, One is the izietrﬁlliﬂt;&:"
war movement, which s y Ong}
ever obligated to buijld
demonstrations possible
aggression.

the m
183 Inst the

The other is the conlinuatioy -
decades-long resistance of lh:“iﬁ‘. 5
people, Their determination q po

victory has already frustrated t;:iﬂ %
three U. 5, presidents and fore Play
and Chinese buréaucrats (o “il:;ﬂ llu.- 'Z
material aid to a revolution fnrﬂ gl ¢
!1411.-':: no p_,rm]lm [h'f, or Standi:XP‘::g- {
their pretensions to leadershj of d
working-class movement, The the

i i

3
‘ y
S e

will of the Vietnamese people ﬂm
powerful deterrent to Bruﬂmcvi:efn!m b7

the role assigned to him by N[xu“

On May 20, the same d: e
leit for Moscow, the Hai]tiu:;itﬂuﬁﬂa :
Dhad'printed a strong conde ming s :
Nixon's escalation, The article tion ¢

a brief but unmistakable descring:
Brezhnev's guest: "an Extremegml;?‘ ;
1g@ressor, an international Pir:'[e I .
loathsome bloodthirsty man Jd.aj 1.
plotter and the successor of Hig Dger 08
Churchill in carrying our imperiﬂrjﬁ

[t concluded with some sound a[;_]m"
unfortunately, must sound absyrg tW1 1
Kremlin bureaucrats: ¢

the effec; 8
adventuroys g

"To the acts of escalat.ion,
answer is to smash these
"To the intrigues, the effectiye angy '
to lay bare their objectives. :

"To Nixon's threats, the best answer
is to show a firm attitude and Ex
his weak and losing posture.

"A few signs of weakness will encous:
the truculence of the pirates :

as can be seen from the conditions E
apprentices can be forced to work unde ¥
these organizations can clearly be sced :
employers' organizations, These boands
are 50 alienated from apprentices lbff
do little.to help the apprentice if bis
fight for better conditions. 4"‘-!F'.F’*":“"I’C.ﬂ4.l
‘should have the right to organize ﬂﬂ’ e
selves and should raise the follOWiNgESsy
demanads: 3 ol '
1, Full rate of pay during entire pEEEg
of apprenticeship. _ 3
2. FF:EI union rights and the right 1 _
organize themselves, j
':“r.g;‘hil tools of trade supplied by the ;
industry they work for, . ,
4. A I]qlrgtin‘{ng done during ﬂﬂthmﬁ;ﬁ :

(At present many '-"-|I'P'“3"‘l“':':s.’;'LWII ]
to attend trade school during thetr

time,
3. As ]snmh:nt:a. raise the demand m;.:g-"'
~staff control apprentices should ﬂ, el
demand for apprentice control ove
own training.

The Socialist Workers Ll.':dgu‘f :‘ndl}‘
Socialist 1L|'~J.‘1'|R1‘I ."'ﬁ“i-‘”':': h.:lll-?'\"c :Tﬁﬁ
ices should raise these demands J‘hfﬂfh
forward the following means oL #S
them, .

1, Apprentices should form [hclrnf:ﬂ v
COmmuittees 1o I.IF[I'II tor [hﬂsf dt. mtﬂn

Involvement in the mass n_'.mw §
1154 ||suil."f:~f.””-h’"‘g and g_],ll'l b

LN | struggle. ;

3, Link up with University and HI;EJ::M
8¢ ol students to :‘Upporl the o any ar

fudent staff « I_IJHT'--"I1 to Camba' i “'a.h
student pre judices .1I'|'ILH‘|E'ST Iu”:'“.mhﬂ"

id to explain that students a e

I T wwvolved in the sSSmeE fight; derd
+ Mass mobilization -”"Jund these

ith full union backing.,

POLICE FRAME UFP OF
HARTLEY COMES UNSTUCK

The attempt to convict Victorian ALP
Socialist Left leader, Bill Hartley of
assaulting police during the anti-Springbok
demonstration in Melbourne last year has
resulted in a rztrial of the case being
ordered after the jury could not reach a
verdict during 8 hours of deliberation,

Evidence presented by police at the mrial
was 50 flimsy that that it was clear that

the police case is a complete fabrication
and only the appeal of the prosecutor to

conservative jurors, saying that to acquit
Hartley would be to accuse the police of
perjury, prevented thé case being dis-

missed.
STAY THERE MAYEE?

Arriving in London on his latest overseas
junket, Victorian premier Henry Bolte
told the press "I don't really know myself
what I am going to do. "

¥ith his record, we can well believe it.
THE CLOUDS PART

The May 18 issue of the Maoist news-
paper "Vanguard" published by the
Commumist Party of Australia (Marxist-
Leninist) carried an article titled "Invest-
igation Corrects Political Error''; it goes
on to recount how, at the time of the
rebellion in Ceylon last year, "Vanguard"
published an article supporting the up-
rising.

The error - they supported the uprising
instead of betraying it, However when
the Peking bureaucracy's attitude to the
uprising became clear, "Vanguard"
lapsed into silence on the matter - until
their latest statement.

Not content with merely not supporting
the rebellion in Ceylon, the Maoists go
the whole way in supporting the reaction-
ary Bandaranaike regime (which at the
present time is holding at least 10,000
militants without trial in concentration
camps). In edition No, 51 of the
CPA(M-L) theoretical journal "The
Australian Communist"” they say: "The
Australian Trotskyites(sic) - through
their rag - "Direct Action" - condemn
China's policy of supporting the Pakistan
Government and people against Indian
expansionism backed by Soviet revision-
ism, They also kick up a hullabulloo
when the Chinese Government grants an
interest free loan to the Ceylonese
government, "

ALICE SPRINGS MAGISTRATE
ADMITS RACIST BIAS

During a recent court case involving 22
black defendants in Alice Springs, the
magistrate in the case asked police
officers why theydid not fire on a group
of black people - "You should have let
them have both barrels, " he said. He
wenl on 10 say that he was préepared 1o
stand down from the case if people
thought that he was biased - which must
be as close as it is possible to get to an
adrassion of bias without actually
uttering the words "I am biased."

The case arose out of an incident which
erupted at Papunya aboriginal reserve
when police tried to arrest an aborigine.
I'he black community at Papunya has
become 5o tired of police victimisation
of black people that they decided to
resist the police, They refused to allow

FOR THOSE WHO BELIEVE THAT
MC MAHON WITHDREW THE TROOPS

Two recent articles in the bourgeois

press might shake their ideas, The Sydney
'Daily Mirror' of April 21 carries the
tear jerking headline:"Forgotten: The 150
Men We Left Behind" and goes on to
recount the dangers of being an Australian
Army “adviser" to the Saigon puppet
troops, The "Sydney Morning Herald" of
May 26 also carried a report of the fact
that there are 150 Australian "advisers"
left in Vietnam,

BESIDES ITS A LONG WAY FROM PARIS

The ACTU and the New Zealand Feder-
ation of Labour have decided to call on
unions to boycott French shipping and
aircraft because of the French govemn-
ment's determination to continue its
testing of atomic weapons in the Pacific
Ocean. The French government is unaff-
ected, they are relying upon the fact
that manufacturers and traders in New
Zealand make large amounts of money
by trading with islands which are under
French rule, and that these people will
not tolerate interference with their profits -
for any reason - for very long.

50 the French government will continue
to pump radiocactive material into the
atmosphere over the Pacific.

UNEMPLOYMENT

The University of Melbourne Institute of
Applied Economics and Social Research
has released figures which indicate that
the level of unemployment for the next
year will remain at around 100, 000, Other
figures released recently (in the federal
parliament) show that this year, twice as
many university graduates have been
refused employment with the Common-
wealth Public Service as during the previons
years. The CPS is the main employer of
Arts graduates in the country.

MATAUNGAN FRAME UP

The frame up trial of members of the
Mataungan Association over the killing
of District Commissioner Emanuel is now
16 weeks old and is still in its preliminary
stages. Of the original 18 defendants,
charges have been dismissed or withdrawn
against 6. The main tactic of the prosec-
ution at the present stage appears to be to
convict as many Tolais as possible by
laying conspiracy charges against defend-
ants who have especially flimsy evidence
them,

PENTRIDGE PRISONERS RESTLESS

On May 8, following the death of a

prisoner (Eric Betts) who had asked for
medical attention and been refused, 400
prisoners staged a two hour protest demon-
stration inside Melbourne's Pentridge Prison.
Later, on May 23 prisoners were kept locked
up all day in order to prevent them carry-
ing out their decision to strike in support

of an open inguiry into treatment of prison-
ers at Pentridge

With piercing insight the Victorian Minister
for Social Welfare, 1. W, Smith commented:
"They will be shut in and that's that, There
is far oo much sympathy for criminals at
present, ..., They hope to force us into
having an open inquiry. They are in no
position to force the governmenl to do
anything. "

Melboume lawyer, Frank Galbally has
handed evidence of the maltreatment ol
prisoners, including beatings, starvation

the arrest to take place and began throwingand other forms of torture, to the Victorian
Law Institute.

spears and rocks at the police station.

5"

As a result 22 black people have been
 arrested and are presently on trial in

Alice Springs,
TEACHERS' STRIKES
Teachers at Brunswick and Coburg High
Schools in Melbourne have gone On an

definite strike as a result of sackings
nd threatened sackings at the two

hool e fact that the Victorian
government is trying 1o economise by
sach teachers when there is -'l'“'-'-id-'.'-
her shortage indicates the serious-
i which l_]'n_"‘,. ire | tcklinb" the crisis
Calion 1n that state
T hers in the Illawarra district of NSW

LE R LAk

been forced to hold stoppages
"ollowing the victimisation of a teacher
vho was cam ing out NSW Teachers'
“ederat ctivities at Smith's Hill
Liirls! ]|:|!;;_}, School,

Inside Pentridge

A VOICE FROM THE DEAD

Ex-Trotskyist Denis Freney, writing in
the May 30 - June 5 edition of ' Tribune'
(newspaper of the Communist Party of
Australia) refers to the group around
'Direct Action' as engaging in "body-
snatthing"”, Perhaps comrade Freney had
in mind the fact that a prominent member
of the CPA recently declared his support
for the Socialist Workers League, If that
is the case, Freney has a much lower
opinion of militants in the CPA than we
do. We acknowledge the fact that the
CPA is a political graveyard; however
not all of the people in there are dead,
some wandered in by mistake. Those

are the ones we want to get our ideas to -
you can have the corpses, comrade,

WHEN DOCES IT BECOME GENOCIDE?

Figures recently released by the Princess
Margaret Children's Medical Research
Foundation in Perth reveal that although
aborigines account for only 2,5 percent
of the population of Western Australia,
black babies make up 20 percent of all
deaths in the first year of life and 27,5
percent of deaths in the first 4 years of
life.

The consequences of denying equal rights,

educational opportunities and employment

opportunities to a racial minority consist-
ently and over several generations must
be clear to anyone but an imbecile,
Assuming that the ruling class in this
country is not composed of imbeciles,
they are deliberately pursuing genocidal
policies with regard to the aborigines,

VICIOUS REPRESSION CONTINUES
AT LA TROBE

Brian Pola, expelled president of the La
Trobe University Student Representative
Council, already gaoled indefinetely

for failing to purge the contempt of court
committed when he entered La Trobe
campus after having been banned from
doing 50, has now received a further 2
months gaol sentence. The latest sentence
arosé from a charge of "besetting" laid
(under Victoria's new Summary Offences
Act) as a result of an occupation of the
La Trobe administration building

earlier this year.

The University Council at La Trobe is
attempting to channel all student dissent
through the SRC which is unable to im-
plement decisions with which the Council
has strong disagreements because of the
legislation under which the University
was created

CUT OF PERSPECTIVE

Commenting on the fact that box girder
bridges have been found to be susceptible
to dangerous rusting because they provide
ideal conditions for the growth of a
fungus which attacks anti-corrosion paint
and metal, the chairman of the Lower
Yarmra Crossing Authority, Oscar Meyer,
has said of Melbourne's Westgate Bridge:

"I think this fungus business bas been taken

a little out of perspective in terms of
the more serious problems we face."
He admitted that some sections of the
unfinished bridge were being repainted
because of deterioration.

Last time Westgate fell down, 37 workers
were killed,

Wrrotin e man ey
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WRITINGS OF TROTSKY AVAILARLE !

Trotsky closely observed the tumultuous
events that shook the world throughout
the 1930s - the rise of fascism, the
depression, the labour radicalization in
the imperialist countries, the civil war
in Spain etc, His writings covering these
years are available in large B"xI1" size.
For your copies order from Socialist
Books , PO Box 151, Glebe, 2037, and
add 20c each for Postage.

Vol,
Vol,
Vol,
Vol,

1935-6, (Norway), ($2.93), 152pp
1937-8, (Mexico), ($2.95), 184pp
1938-9, (Mexico), ($2.95), 152pp
1935-48, (Mexico), ($2.45), 128pp

KEEPING AUSTRALIA WHITE

The Prime Minister of Fiji rec
completed talks with the Australian

2rnl il

government and left saying that he had
made no progress toward gaining free
access to Auvstralia for Fijians. Which
will surprise no one, given the blatant
racism of the government's policies, and

the ALP's practice in the past, regarding
aborigines and immigration,

It is clear that while the 19th century
racist and imperialist justification:
the White Australia Policy are no longer
acceptable even to the reactionaries in
parliament, the policy itself lives on as
a monument to the way in which the cap-
italist system has distorted all human
relations in this area.

for

SUPERSTITIOUS INSTRUCTICN
DECLINING IN SCHOOLS

Religious authorities in all states are con-
cemed because the system of religious
instruction in schools is everywhere in

crisis. The director of the Victorian Council
for Christian Education in Schools said
recently, " In every state, religious instruct-
ion - especially in the secondary schools -
is falling down badly, There are no prizes
for religious education, and it is generally
sneered at by teachers"......and students
and anyone else with even moderate per-
ception,

WORKERS DECIDE {

Construction workers on a new power
station at Yallourn in Victoria's La Trobe
Valley have decided to work a 35 hour
week because of concern about a possible
work shortage in the La Trobe Valley in
the near future.




. -

BY CHRIS GRAHAM
The Moratorium for Black Rights is

calling on people to stop work on July 14
and demonstrate in support of the

llowing demands; _
i{; ﬁ.hsclﬁhe ownership, including mineral

nd forestry rights, of all reserves an
:rzditinm?nmas I:J be vested in the hands

of black communities associated with
these areas, :
2) Full compensation for al
i 1770.
;‘}D%e r;ght and power of black commun-
jties to control their lives and their land.
4) Support for all black struggles for:
a An immediate and massive Health
Programme 1o eliminate infant mort-
li i :
b. ?‘;Hempla}ment on at least award
I " n £3
‘I;c?::ut housing and no evictions;
_ Black studies and culture in elducanau;
e. Rea! equality of opportunity in
education; | .
f. An end to all discriminatory legislation
{e.g. Queensland Act).

1 land seized

. 6

The Black Moratorium is an important
step in building a mass movement in
support of black struggles. It is necessary
to support and participate in this action,
recognising firstly its anticapitalist

ential, in that its demands cannot be
fully realised undi;cagit:almm, a;d

ondly the fact that being a ma :
::ﬁvmzm places it outside the fra mtw'ﬂﬂ-{
of reformist parliamentarism within which
capitalism tries to contain challenges to
its rule.
In formulating action perspectives we
reject two erroneous views of the black
struggle held by some on the left. Firstly,
the bourgeois-liberals claim that the
black struggle is purely "anti-racist" in
character, thus absolying capitalism of
all blame for the oppression of blacks.
Secondly the sectarians reject the black
struggle per se as "bourgeois nationalism”
and hold that blacks should only struggle
for the demands of the "whole" (i.e.
white, male) layer of the working class.

Our analysis on the other hand accepts
the revolutionary potential of the black
struggle, but also holds the perspective
of building a mass movement embracing
the largest number of people peossible to
‘challenge the capitalist system. This
‘entails two things. Firstly, unconditional
support for the right of black people to
self determination. Secondly, uncondit-
ional support for the right of black
people to organise their own independent
political organisations to direct and co-
ordinate their struggle,

The colonial expropriation of land for
pastoral and mining purposes necessitated
a policy of genocide which exterminated
‘the native blacks of Tasmania and

~ reduced the mainland population to
- about 70,000, With the turn of the century
~ and the growing needs of pastoral and

~ mining concerns for cheap labour,
~ segmenis of the remaining black popul-
- ation have been assimilated into the

capitalist mode of production as the

~ most oppressed and exploited sector of

the Australian working class,

- Black reserves established to contain
and assimilate tribes that had not been

£ ,': ‘smashed and previously subjected to

| you can L A prosperous
| OUNTRY BY THE QUALITY B

capital have in recent years e;tﬂr_lnenced
the penetration of their last tnc =
grounds by mining concems - €. &:

Gove Peninsula. : it

A gainst this backgrqumd of cal:]lz]imhln
oppression, [wo factors of ‘:-cm.]IIE By
importance in the black stnaE,gen 2
emerged. Firstly, there has be

ights
oncerted struggle for land nig
;:p-EnﬂTheﬂdcd by the Gurindji and taken

i : dly,
up by tribes everywhere. Secon
czpitnlist liquidation of msenieis lusln
forced many blacks into the cities. a
Sydney, about 25,000 are concencll:r?l
in Redfern, Newtown and Alexandria

faced with unemployment, slumd
conditions, exorbitant rents - an a

concentration of population which -._-.':!:
allow them to organise more effectively

against their oppression,

Into the streets July 14!
Self-determination for the black
people of Australial

SOCIALIST
ELECTION
CAMPAIGN

BY MILES STUART

Sol Salby, an SYA activist ?n«d a me'mbfr
of the editorial board of “D;_rect ﬁd:nfnu{,
i ing for the ition of presiden
E:uflzinvgr‘sity of !?II:: South Wa]e_s Sr!_.ld-
ents' Union. The election campaign 15
based on a socialist programme for the
student movement . The whole purpose of
the campaign is to present the socialist
alternative to the students.

the anti-war movement. Sol has becl:_n

the convenor of the Vietnam !‘\‘lm:.'itonurn
Committee and organised the Uni's

most successful Moratorium tum out, A
founding member of the SYA Sol has h::len
a regular contributor to "Direct Action®.
A militant defender of the Arab Revolution
he has toured Australia and Hew Zealand
extensively speaking on ''Zionism and

the Arab Revolution". Sol has earned a
reputation for his enthusistic selling of
Direct Action on Campus.

Other Socialist candidates include Frans
Timmerman - the editor of the stuqents'
hewspaper "Tharunka' and a long time
student activist. Frans, who was already

a student leader in 1970 joined SYA a
few monthsafter its foundation considering
it to be the only viable youth organisation

Sol-éalb;an-:ld.rﬁssi.ng S.Y.A. National Conference “.Eﬁf
Q‘J-r

Lt W v T Ny

R 'lt:".{’ i

AJA could have been decisi g
a complete shut-down in th?nin t:"ﬁj:'
industry which could have forced et
bosses to grant the workers! demang 2
The PKIU bureaucrats also were lay |
taking measures to counter the ef, in
of scab labour on the strike Be“% y
of it the newspaper proprietors ma'::' B
huge profits through their wﬂcﬁm' T
costs being down and their wage pjjp
halved. The inaction was motivated 3
the false belief that capitalism g T
negotiate its class interests away. m
results of the "negotiations" - OF rather
ultimatums - that the leademhjpim_:“'-:'"'
forced to sell to the strikers tell g '
different story,

Apart from the economic injustica.
the bosses' conditions imposed gr:;t- '

Fd

For a long time student elections have
been dominated by the professional

student politicians who usually stood ff:n‘
mwelfare” student bodies or for achieving
minute reforms through negotiations with
the administration. The 1972 socialist
platform counterposes the idea of mass
action to achieve our demands. The
Student Union Council bieng a demo-
cratically elected body is seen as a

focal point to initiate mass campaigns

for a staff-student controlled university;
where staff and students make all decisions
regarding course restructure, exams, etc.
and with workers control for non-academic
staff.

Other demands that the socialist programme
includes for the SUC to campaign around
are:

* A free university - abolish all fees -

provide a living wage for all students.

* Good quality, low cost housing for
students.

* No police on campus to arrest or spy

on students.

* Cut all ties with big business.

* Reactionary Opus Dei off campus!

* End campus complicity with the Indo-
china war - abolish the regiment -
sever “he university's links with Duntroon
Military College.

# Free conftraceptives to all students,

* Free 24 hour child care centres,

% Write women back into history -
stop using male chauvinist texts,

I Special assistance for blacks to attend
mni. as they are an oppressed national
minority.

® Open uni. for adult education - partic-
ularly women, migrants and other

. workers,

* Open uni, council meetings,

# Complete civil and other rights for
oppressed overseas students.

Sol Salby is a long time student activist
at UNSW and has been involved with
several mass movements;in particular

restrictions on the right of the unjoniy
strike. A "Disputes Clause” barred |
strikes unles® authorised by the Chape]
executive, then the Chapel as a whols
and then the union. This was designed
to give the Chapel executives - ‘w
whose orders the strike began inthe
first place, authority to suppres
any further spontaneous action. %

on the left. Frans is running for the position
of a student representative on the Univers-
ity Council. Another SYA member,
Graham Butt, has been elected as an

SUC member unopposed,

PHIU STRIKE
POST
MORTEM

BY CHRIS GRAHAM

After striking for their first pay rise in
three years, the Printing and Kindred

One of the worst features of the temms =
agreed to was the extension of the "=
agreement. The union had specifialifs
opposed this in the knowledge thata 3 s
year agreement had the effect of S
"freezing' wages while galloping :
inflation eats away living standardi’

PKIU Secretary Bennett defended this ==
on the grounds that it was "the best ofites
available”! and that the bosses Fﬂd“-"'
withdraw it unless the union accepted® =
it now. i3

Industries Union accepted its leadership s _ ﬁ .

recommendation to return to work.
Although the union had demanded an
immediate rise of $10, followed by a
further $10 next year, the PKIU

officials persuaded the men to accept
the newspaper proprietors' offer of $8.50
for tradesmen, $7.50 for other workers,
further negotiations in February and

an extension of their agreement for
three months (to 31st March, 1573),
“This epitomised the role of the PKIU
bureaucrats throughout the strike, which
at all times strove to avoid "rocking

the boat" culminating in the compromise
with the bosses.

Opposition to the terms of settltm@;ﬁ
was strong but disorganised, and thenz ;

fore unsuccessful.

Despite their month long strike - &8
which they received no strike pay - the
union is no nearer to realising i_um
than it was at the start of the dispute. =
There is no guarantee of a further wig
increase, and the all-important demis
for the abolition of the agreement has
not been met. .

The PKIU leadership claimed that the
dispute had "paved the way' for an
"honourable settlement' in next }'& :
negotiations, In fact, all Lh:tihtd“
"honourable" conduct had achieVvedsss
to increase the bosses c;nfid:::ﬁ =
equally stringent conditions :
il?‘lpmgd nexgyear with no danger of i
union leaders offering effective

The viorst mistake of the leadership was
the refusal to broaden the strike as much
as possible, involving other unions
concerned especially the Australian
Journalists' Association (AJA). In fact,
they actually called on the AJA NOT
TO STRIKE - a cynical monceuver to
increase their bargaining "power" with
the bosses. The participation of the

akers, 8
Of course, the great wage ml “5".‘
Arbitration Court, must be piE:Itﬂi .'
the recent turn of events, [0

E’IU.-*LEGED SOCIETY...... .

e eces
their paltry $2 wage grant in l?:l:
National Wage Case. A signl 1 o thel
aspect of this was the 1oop-hoi€
judgment left for unions,
jations with their employers, $2 .
up the difference between the nd
and the $12, 50 which Hawke 3
ACTU had asked for .

THOSE KIDS TULDNT FIND

Hawke, of gourse, Op dlf
seized upon this lmph':'l:! t;::ﬁtm

sibility - once again- {

thelr demands. His call for
beg with the capitalists fn:' f:‘
not only left the small unie bt

more powerful unions' prospé
have been jeopardised.

Following the Court's ?{nld:!ﬂ

the $2 increase, the F o2
lodged a $10 wage claim in @

now of $8.50 has thus cut the
under the feet of_ even §t
otiating for $10 increases.

alf i
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whole working class in direct S aEEg
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be aont
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bargaining power, in the the ‘:ﬁﬁr_
J with the result of this dle““'cu“ Rt

accept .:
with Hawke's formula. Their

BY ANDREW JAMIESON

The increasing terrorist activity of the
right wing elements in Am®tralian society
have culminated in the recent spate of
bombings of left-wing bookshops and
organizations - particularly in Melbourne,

Individuals have also b
fasclet s Attt een the target of

Firstly there has been the Increasing friction
in the Yugoslay community between the
Serbs and the Croats (through the Croatian
fascist movement - the Ustasha), which
has resulted in bashings of individuals and
the bombing of an ANZ bank in Melboume
which displayed Yugoslay costumes and
culture and the bombing of Marjan
Jurjevic's flat (see "Direct Action" No.17)
Following these incidents, the bookshop
of the Brisbane branch of the Commumist
Party of Australia was bombed, causing
extensive damage, Also on the same

night another bookshop in Brisbane had
gun blasts through its windows,

With the moratorium on May 19 gaining
support among sectors of students and
workers, a death threat was isued to

Jim Cairns, the leading figure of the
Vietnam Moratorium Committee. During
the same antiwar activities leading up

to May 19, the Third World Bookshop in
Melbowne was set alight. The police did
manage to arrest an individual in connect-
ion with this arson attempt and his court
case is due on June 12. Then came the
five petrol bomb and fire attacks on the
East Wind Bookshop, the China Friendship
Society, Source Bookshop, the headquarters
of the Radical Action Movement and
Sportsgirl (this clothing ship was set fire

to by mistake- it was meant for a shop
with Jewish ownership next door) - all
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BY ROD QUINN

In the days when football club and
Sunday School picnics were a family
treat, Mordialloc, 16 miles from Melb-
ourne, was a favourite spot, The boat
harbour in the creek, the long jetty or
Mordialloc's bayside beach won't be the
attraction there on June 18 however, The
Port Phillip Conservation Society, aquatic
and fishing clubs, representatives from
Bayside Councils and members of the 26
"rebel" unions (and hopefully from the
Melbowne Trades Hall Council) are to

support a mass beachfromt rally at
Mordiallec,

The rally will mark the latest develop-
ment in the clash between Esso-BHP and
those opposed to the laying of an undersea
pipeline across Port Phillip Bay.

Esso-BHP's pipeline is to carry ethane gas
in a trench on the sea-bed which ends on
Mordialloc beach.

Esso-BHP attempted to prove that the
project was not dangerous to marine life;
they displayed tropical fish in ethane
impregnated fish tanks, The fish were
dapparently uneffected, The propaganda
stunt failed when it was learned that

in at least one tank the fish and water
were being changed overnight.

Conservationists pointed out that (1) the
laying of the line established a precedent
for other more obnoxious ventures and
(2) that in the execution of the project,
environmental damage would occur.

Relevant to (1) is the fact that there is
provision in the Pipelines Act (section 16)
for the minister to authorise the passage

of any substance through the pipeline, The
Vulnerability of the line to anchors and
d“-’dﬁrs ctc, could lead to the mess now
familiar to people living around Botany Bay.

According to well-informed conservation-

ists, damage has already occurred as a

result of preliminary dredging; they say

some Bay abalone fishing grounds

ave been affected.

Bomb attack victim Marjan Jurjevic (left) talks with Jim Cairns

RT PHILLIP BAY PIPELINE
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occwrring within 24 hours, The National

Socialist Party claimed responsibil
the athch.m SRy

It has become evident that these activities

must be suppressed and the only effective
way to eradicate these events is by mobil-

iaing a massive number of
then. people against

We must take into account the nature of
our society in order to effectively defeat
the right wing, These attacks did not
occur under a fascist system but took
place under the regime 6f capitalist
democracy which, in itself, is repressive

in the instruments it uses against the workers
- the state machinery including the police,

Judicary and even ideology, Thus in order
to isolate these activities of outright
fascist and extreme right wing movements
it is not correct to state that the direct
responsibility lies with the government

which is impressionistically called "fascist”

by certain left groups,

Certainly the government maintains its
lines of commumication with some of
these groups, even providing training
facilities for some of them, But, let us
mot be confused. The rulers of this society
are on the defensive before the radicalis-
ation of the youth and the growing
militancy of the workers. Fascism is not
on the order of the day here. But every
right wing attack, every attempt of the
govemment to erode basic democratic
rights must be vigorously fought by united
front mass action, If this is not done, then
we are only laying the basis for a much
more repressive regime.

oy i P e e, =,

Conservationists and skilled planners have
proposed that in view of the growing use
of pipelines, a land corridor around the
Bay could be set aside. In an interview
with "Action", the ALP Socialist Left's
ﬁaumal, Bob Fordham, Labor's spokesmad
on environment, ¢laimed that an interim
report on thecorridor concept has been

prepared by the Town and Country Planning

Board and is now in the hands of the

Minister. The Govemment has not responded
to Mr, Fordham's request that the document

be made public. The suspicion that more
pipelines are planned for the Bay is bome
out in the reluctance of State authorities
to release the report. A fayourable report

would strengthen the conservationists hand.

Appeals to reason and conscience are a
feature of the burgeoning conservation
movement, Petitions to parliament,
reports and surveys submitted by experts

in various fields and personal confrontation

with politicians tend to pre-occupy the
movement, The amorality and total
servility of the state to its big business
patrons should be understood by consery-
ationists, Only the development of a
erful movement can hope to beat
back huge and unscrupulous interests such

as Esso-BHP.

The limited but courageous attempt at
picketting the barge repair site, the

blacking of the project by some unions and

even the direct action by indignant locdls
have failed to stop the work,

Mr. J. Iggluden, President of the Port
Phillip Conservation Council has said that

the anti-pipeline fight could, if necessary,

continue for years. We feel that in this
struggle, in view of the breadth and
seriousness of the opposition, a defeat
could be inflicted on the giant mnun?ohes
involved. The guarantee of success lies
only in building a mass movement 1n full
collaboration with organized workers and
in the realization that the real enemy and
environmental vandal is the outdated
capitalist system,
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WEEK OF ACTIONS SPURS
FIGHT FOR ABORTION

Abortion Action Week had a nationwide
impagct in New Zealand, with six cities
taking part. In Wellington and Christ-
church, a total of more than 500 persons
marched May 5, the large majority of
them women. On the marches and at
pickets and other activities, the demand
was raised for the repeal of all anti-
abortion laws and for free, easily avail-
able contraception and sterilisation,

The demonstrations were probably the
first such actions around a feminist issue
in New Zealand since women fought for
the vote in the late nineteenth century.
Certainly onlookers found it novel to see
$0 many women, of all ages, chanting
"a woman's right to choose" as they
marched through the crowded city streets.

Public reaction, particularly that of
‘women, was generally favourable. An
information booth set up in Christchurch
encountered many women who wanted to
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in his speech that "more than 80 % of
reported abortions are being done on the

grounds of psychiatric disturbance in the
matter, "

"This is nonsense. There are not that many
disturbed mothers around when you
consider more than 2,400 abortions were
reported last year,

WOMEN' S CENTRE IN SYDNEY

A women's centre has been established
in Sydney at 25 Alberta Street, City. It
will be available for use by women's
liberation groups for meetings and
activities, and hopefully will function
4§ an organizing centre and as a place
where women can go to find out more
about the movement and what is going
on. General meetings of Women's
Liberation are currently held at the centre
on the third Thursday of the month. The
centre will be staffed on a roster basis
and will be open as much of the time

as possible.

petition for the repeal of restrictive
abortion laws. However, in Wellington,
supporters of the "Society for the Protect- WOMEN'S LIBERA TION SONG BANNED
ion of the Unborn Child" tried to sabotage :
the pro-abortion demonstration, About The "Chicago Daily News" reports that
fifty = foetus freaks" mostly men, followed "Woman is the Nigger of the World" has
the main march and later, at a public been banned on most Chicago AM radio
meeting, caused a commotion by trying stations. The pro-women's liberation
to shout down the speakers. song was written by John Lennon and Yoko
: Ono and sung by Lennon. It was released
Many high-school women took part in the in April. ™
actions and a high-school speaker at the
Wellington rally was very well received. In response to objections to the use of
the word "nigger" to characterize the
status of women, an ad was run in
"Billboard" magazine that included the
following quote from Representative
Ronald Dellums (D-Calif, ): "If you
define niggers as someone whose life
style is defined by others, whose opport-
unities are defined by others, whose role
in society is defined by others, then good
news: You don't have to be black to be
a nigger in this society. Most of the
people in America are niggers. "

Abortion Action Week was organised by
women's liberationists and members of
the Abortion Law Reform Association,

in some centres through joint action
commifttees. The May Abortion Action
Committee in Wellington acted as a
national coordinating body, distributing
publicity throughout the country. This
committee also organised a deputation to
Minister of Justice Sir Roy Jack, which
brought forth an expected response:" The
govermmment has no plans for changing
the law on abortion. "

SCOTTICH FEMINISTS LAUNCH
CAMPAIGN FOR ABORTION,
CONTRACEPTION

A national conference of Scottish

women's liberation groups was held in
Glasgow April 22—23. Eighty women
from eight groups in Edinburgh, Glas-

_ Dundee, Aberdeen d St. And-
The pressure will be kept up in the corming E::s’attendei Ay ;

months, as the elections approach. The

enthusiasm shown in Abortion Action The conference decided to launch a
Week is a sign that the abortion campaign national campaign for free contraception
will grow rapidly as many more women and abortion on demand, with actions
demonstrate to demand their right to organised particularly around the Abort-

The government is obviously eager to
keep the abortion issue quiet in this
election year. The right-wing leader-
ship of the opposition Labour party is
similarly unwilling to rock this particular
boat.

choose. ion Action Week called by the Women's
National Abortion Action Coalition in
HE'D KNOW the United States and supported by the

Women's National Abortion and Contra-
Anti-abortion' forces in Adelaide held ception Campaign in England,
a public rally on the evening of 25th
May to protest the existing legislation in Two of the groups had already planned
South Australia which makes it easier activities on this issue, particularly the
for women to procure an ebortion than Women in Action group of Glasgow.
in other Australian states. Speakers at the
rally claimed that South Australian
doctors were not revealing accurate
figures about the number of abortions
they had performed because if they did
s0, it would cause a "public outcry".

The copference also agreed to campaign
for equal pay when specific issues arose,

Each group have a short report on its aims
and activities, Papers on equal pay,
women's magazines, the myth of mother-
One speaker, Dr.E,G,Cleary, a path-  ‘hood, and women and revolution were
ology reader at Adelaide University said presented and discussed at “he conference.




demand for workers' control 1543'?1*
t.l;:mdcr of the day. T'hc FGTB (Feder-
ation Generale des Travailleurs de .
Belgigue - General Workers }I“edcm tion
of Belgium) is calling a sP:;jcml Cﬂi‘tgr‘ﬂﬁ
on this subject. Many British trade ’
unions have adopted it. In France the
most left wing workers and smden;ﬁth ‘
have made workers' control one © ] eir
main demands. And in numerous p ants
and factories in Italy the r:mgmrd_
workers not only call for workers' con-
trol but do their utmost - as al Fiat 3 to
put it nto practice at the right times.

: This is an old demand of the inter-
national working class. It arose in the
course of the Russian revolution. The
Communist International ndﬂpmfj it at
its third congress. It played an import-

M .nt role in the revolutionary st'ruggr]'es

! in Germany in 1920-23. ThE.Bﬁ|gl?n

M nions raised this demand during thL

Trotsky incorporated it 1nto

twenties.
4 the Transitional Programme of the fﬂurth
& International. Andre Renard (Be’tgl:an
T'rf’ left wing trade union leader) took it up

again towards the end of the fifties.

i ourse of the past two decades,
3:': :l.;::n; for wnrkcﬁ‘pgﬁmml has fallen
into disuse in the broader labour and
tradd union movement, Two generallons
of workers have received no education on
this subject. It is therefore an urgent
matter to define the meaning and the
implications of workers' control, to show
its value in the struggle for socialism,
and to demarcate it from its reformist
variants - codetermination {(mixed _lal:-mu
and management decision making in the
plants) and "participation”.

Workers' control is a transitional demand,
an anticapitalist structural reform par
‘excellence. This demand stems from
‘the immediate needs of broad mrasses
‘and leads them to launch struggles that
‘challenge the very existence of the
‘capitalist system and the bourgeois state.
‘Workers' control is the kind of demand
‘that capitalism can neither absorb nor
digest, as it could all the immediate
'demands of the past 60 years - from wage
‘increases to the eight hour day, from
‘social welfare legislation to paid holidays.

‘At this point we can dismiss an objection
raised by sectarian "purists”: 'calling

for anticapitalist structural reforms makes
ou a reformist" they tell us. "Doesn't
?nur demand contain the word "reform'?",

 This objection 15 infantile. It is also dis-
honest - at least on the part of those who
' do not oppose fighting for reforms on
principle. We might be able to under-
‘stand the argument, difficult as it may
‘be, if it came from certain anarchists

o reject the fight for higher wages.

zse people are wrong, but at least

y can be given credit for being

cally consistent,

o sl S e R T  AR E

. what can be said of those who sup-
ort all the struggles for increasing

28, for decreasing the work week,
lowering the pension age, for double
for vacations, for free medical care
free medicines, but who, at the

2 Lime, reject anticapitalist

ctural reforms?

don't even realise that they oo,

[ighting for reforms; but the diiference

veen them and us is that they fight

for those reforms that capitalism

time and again proved it is capable

ving, of incorporating into its sys-
reforms which thus do nor upset the

the other hand, the programme of

italist structural reforms has these
-ial characteristics: it cannot

d out in a normally functioning
1ist system; it rips the system

; it creates a situation of dual power.
increases - as im tas

be for raising the level of the
fighting spirit, as well as their
level - can do nothing of the sort,

illy, the whole argument of our
ypponents is based on a childish
Fighting for reforms doesn't
rily make one a reformist, If
the case, Lenin himself would
‘ted the struggle to defend the im-
te interests of the workers. The
rmist is one who believes that the
reforms is all that is seeded to over-

throw capitalism,
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Workers
Control

little by little,
gradually, and without overthrowing the
power of the bourgeoisie.

But we proponents of the programme Ol
anticapitalist structural reforms are nnrt

in any way victims of this illusion. We
believe in neither the gradual advent of
socialism nor the conquest of power by
the electoral, parliamentary road. We
are convinced that the overthrow of
capitalism requires a total extra-parlia-
mentary confrontation between embattled
workers and the bourgeois state. The
programme of anticapitalist 5t1;u-:t13::11_
reforms has precisely this aim - bringing
the workers to start the struggles that lead
to such a confrontation, Instead of this,
our "purist’ critics are generally satisfied
with struggles for immediate demands,
all the while talking in abstractions about
making the revolution, without ever
asking themselves how will the revolution
really be made.

An Eloquent
Example:
May 1968

in France

The general strike of May 1968 following
the one in Belgium in December 1960-
January 1961, offers us an excellent
example of the key importance of this
problem.

Ten million workers were out on strike.
They occupied their factories. If they
were moved by the desire to do away

- PiBﬁfion, No! |

country and for organising local, _regional
and national congresses of the strike and
workers' control committees. These, in
turn, would have furnished the striking
workers wita the instruments of organisat-
ion and self-defence indispensable in
tackling the bourgeois state and the
capitalist class as a whole,

The French experience of May 1968 shows
one of the main reasons why the demand
for workers' control holds a prime position
in a socialist strategy aimed at overthrow-
ing capitalism in industrialised countries.

In order for united struggles around im-
mediate demands, culminating in the
general strike with occupation of the
factories, to lead to the struggle for
power, workers cannot initiate the most
advanced form as something abstract,
artificially introduced into their battle

by the propaganda of revolutionary groups.
It has to grow out of the very needs of
their fight, The demand for workers'
control (which involves challenging the
power of the bourgeoisies at all levels

and which tends to give birth, first in the
factory, later in the country at large,

to an embryonic workers' power counter-
posed to bourgeois power) is the best
bridge between the struggle for immediate
demands and the struggle for power.

There are two other reasons why this
demand is so important at the present stage
of capitalism and of the workers' anti-
capitalist struggle.

Capitalist concentration, the growing
fusion of the monopolies with the bourgeois
state, the ever-increasing role played by
the state as guarantor of monopoly profits
in imperialist countries, the growing

with many of the social injustices heaped

up by the Gaullist regime in the ten years
ogiu existente, they were obviously
aiming beyond simple wage scale demands,
The way they rejected, en masse, the

first "Grenelle agreements" (reached
between the de Gaulle government and the
union federations on May 27), which

would have given them an average wage
increase of 14%, clearly reflects this wish

tendercy toward organisation and "pro-
gramming' of the economy under neo-
capitalism - all these main characteristics
of today's economy transfer the centre of
gravity of the class struggle more and
more from the plant and from the indus-
trial branch to the economy as a whole,

In the "managed" capitalist economy,

he pumber one reformist, for he never

to go farther.

But if the workers did not feel like being

satisfied with immediate demands, they
also did not have any exact idea of
precisely what they did want.

Had they been educated during the pre-
ceding years and months in the spirit of
workers' control, they would have known
what to do: elect a committee in every
plant that would begin by opening the

company books; calculate for themselves
the various companies' real manufacturing

costs and rates of profit; establish a right

of velo on hiring and firing and on any
changes in the organisation of the work;

replace the foremen and overseers chosen

by the boss with elected fellow workers

(or with members of the crew taking turns

at being in charge).

Such a committee would naturally come
into conflict with the employers' author-

ity on every level, The workers would
have rapidly had to move from workers'
control to workers' management, But

this interval would have been used for de-

flight nouncing the employers' arbitrariness,

injustice, trickery and waste to the whole

everything is tightly interlocked, An
increase in wages is annulled by a rise in
prices and taxes, or by indirect fiscal
manipulations (for example, increasing
social security taxes or reducing workers'
benefits). Regional employment levels
are upset by capitalist rationalisation or
by moving investments to other areas.
E'ifery effort {s made to impose an

ncomes policy", tying wages to pro-
ductivity, but at the saﬁ‘m tigrnr: duFr'lying
workers the means of accurate ly determ-
ining productivity,

The trade union movement cannot make
any serious headway if it limits itself to
periodic fights for adjusting or increasing
wages. All the logic of the national (and
international) class struggle brings the

Lr:.ﬂm to challenge the relationship be-
een prices and wages, wages and money,
wage increases and increases in

) . roduct-
ivity, which the employers - anq.Fi the j

Ew-.;rnmant.? In their pay - seek to im pose
]n them as "inevitable", But this chal.
=Ag€ cannot be mounted effectively
that is, in an informed way, unless the
bocks are o , nibs
g pened, unless secrecy in bank-
drg 150-:1:1:1-3 ;w:qr with, unless the workers
ut an 5
E expose all the secret mech-

anisms of profit and of capit;]in;_
ation.

It goes without saying that, in the
spirit, workers' control must be
by the elected delegates of the w
in view of the entire working clas ]
nation as a whole, and notby a ek og
union leaders meeting in sucret-iﬂi
employers' leaders. We shall come fsst
to this, because the distinction is erpe
ly important. g

iy

rapid technological change - the
industrial revolution. In the course
these changes, various branches ofisd
try, various occupations, various jobs
appear in the space of a few year. T
capitalists constantly strive to subos
the work of men to the demands of
and more expensive and more and
complex machines. :

At the same time that manual laboga
little by little disappearing from the S8
factories, the number of techniciass ==
directly involved in production is isess
ing. The level of training alﬂ'tﬂ_'___
of workers is rapidly rising, The teg
towards general academic quﬂfl
the age of 17 or 18, which is becomi
more common, is a very clearin
of this.

But the more education workers i
more inclined they are to fightfof ol
rights - and the less will they stand i
the fact that those who run societyp s
directors and the executives,
less about production and the fUnCEER
of machines than the workers i
Yet they tell the workers what they B8
produce and how they should produe®
The hierarchical sit]rl.:fltumni L ol
rise will weigh a e m
Emrkcrs as t.l-.eghgap in technical KEGEE
between workers and emplu'qtﬂ =5
and becomes maintained on ]’-hi? o
artificial monopoly on the dlalllI .
functioning of the enterprise “kﬂI‘ ;
which the employer jealously g
himself, g

Aaer

It is a fact that stat_iitlc
strikes, in Great Bi:ll:aln !
[taly, reveal that industria e
and less concern questions @
concermn
isation of work,
itself. Belgium _
this connection, but it
enough!

The demand for workers' Cﬂﬂ“’l

involving the immediate ﬂﬂ:‘:w-
ion and veto for workers 1D b,

of aspects of the life of the € e
while declining all responsiP oty

areas,
Liege metalworkers know a thing or two

[]

] ared in [a Gauche , a Belgian

management as long as privale property
and the capitalist state are still in
existence - thus answers a need born out of
social and economic life itself. The
structure of the enterprise no longer cor-
responds 1o the needs of the economy hor
to the aspirations ol the workers.,

[n this sense, this demand is eminently
anticapitalist, becaus¢ capitalism is not -
definitively charactlerised by low salaries
nor even by a large number of unemployed
workers (although periodic recessions re-
main inevitable and important), It is
characterised by the fact that capital, the
capitalists, rule men and machines,
Challenging this right to rule, and counter-
posing another kind of power to il, means
taking concrele aclions to overthrow the
capitalist system,

Participation,
No!

Control,

Yes!

Experience teaches workers that their
immediate and future fate depends on
the functioning of the economy as a
whole. They maore and more conclude
from this that it would be useless to fight
Just to defend their purchasing power or
1o raise their wages without concerning
themselves with prices, with the cost of
living index, with fiscal problems, with
investments, and with the capitalist
“rationalisation" of the factories.

In fact, the capitalist class too often
manages to "recoup" wage increases by
way of price increases or increases in
direct or indirect taxes which are saddled
on the workers,

It cheats at the escalator clause game by
faking the index or by applying I%m
notorious "index policy" (price increases
that avoid or skirt around those products
selected for calculating the index).

It nibbles away at the power of trade
unions in arcas where the wm'king class is

very militant by systematically removing

investments and enterprises from those
thus creating, unemployment (the

about this! ). It always assures itself a

reserve supply of labour by arranging the
i coexistence of rapid growth areas with
areas that are underdeveloped or on the

decling,

. ﬂm”a it pulls all the strings of

Briicle reprinted here originally

list newspaper edited by Ernest

EIL_ Two sections on the response of
glan trade union movement to
“cept of workers' control have
Omitted from the version published

# Mandel was prevented from

P8 Australia in 1970 . The govern-
"lused to allow him to fulfill

‘Mg engagements here.

economic life and economic policy to
defend its class interest.

If from now on workers are content with
demanding wage increases, they are sure
to be fleeced. This does not mean that
struggles for wages and immediate
demands are no longer needed or useless -
indeed the contrary is true, But it means
thalt we must not limit ourselves to de-
manding for labour a larger portion of the
new value it alone has created. It
means that labour must challenge the
functioning of the capitalist economy as
a whole,

In the old days, employers were content

to defend their divine right to be "captain

of the ship" - the sacred right of property.

Every trade union demand that required
some sort of interference in the manage-
ment of the enterprise (to say nothing of
the management of the economy as a
whole) was rejected with indignation as
a "usurpation", a first step toward
"confiscation", "theft".

But today the capitalists' arguments

have become more flexible. From the
argument of the divine right of employers
the bosses have prudently retreated to the
argument of "defending the enterprise”,
They admit implicitly (and sometimes
explicitly) that workers should "have
something to say"” on what happens in
their enterprise, their locality, indeed
the economic life of the country as a
whole (certain international treaties,
such as the one creating the European
Economic Community or the Common
Market, even circumspectly mention the
right of workers to be "associated" with
solying the problems of the international
economy).

This evolution in the thinking of the
owners of industry obviously corresponds
to an évolution in the relationship of
forces. When capital was all powerful
and labour feeble and divided, the em-
ployers were able to rule by brute force.
When capital becomes weak, because its
system has entered the stage of incurable
structural crisis on a world scale, and
labour organises and becomes considerably
strengthened, more subtle means of
domination have to be invented; other-
wise the whole system of domination runs
the risk of disintegrating.

Thus we pass almost imperceptibly from
the cynical doctrine of the "sacred r:ghu"
of property” (that is, "might makes right")
to the sugar coated and hypocritical
doctrine of "human relations", Thus is
bomn the mirage of the "plant community™
in which capital and labour should be
associated "in due regard for their
legitimate interests".

But the eveolution of industrial doctrine
Is not simply a passive reflection of the
evolution of the relationship of forces
between social classes. It also reflects
a tactical aim of the capitalists, This
tactic seeks to involve the trade union
organisations, or even representatives

lected by the workers, in a dail
= tice gf class cnllat;mum. it is

C
1o deluse (he explosive charac-
::fmc social conflict and immerse the
working class in a permanent climate of
conciliation and bargaining - a climate
that blunts all militancy and all attemp(s

to counter the organised power of
the workers to the financial power of the
capitalists,

An analogy can be made between the
change in the bourgeoisie's attitude be-
ginning in 1914, first with respect to the
social democracy, then the trade union
leaderships, and now this evolution to-
wards a more flexible attitude concerning
the "exclusive and sacred rights of
private property”.

In all three cases, the bourgeoisie sought
to weaken its class adversary by seduction,
after having vaitly tried to smash it by
viclence, repression, or economic pres-
sure. Thus social democratic ministers
have been "integrated" into coalition
governments. Union leaders have been
"integrated” into labour-management
committees. Why not "integrate” workers'
delegates into factory councils "associated
with management"”?,

The experience with codetermination in
West Germany is especially revealing on
this subject. It has been a powerful
means of sapping the strength of the

trade unions and militancy of the workers.

The workers had the illuion of having
acquired "rights" within the plants; the
plants became in their eyes, to a certain
extent "their" plants. But when a tum

in the economic situation took place, they
lost not only their bonuses (accorded by
the capitalists in the period of great labour
shortage) but even a part of their "normal”
income, if not their jobs,

The capitalist plants once again revealed
their nature: that is, a domain where the
employer is the reigning monarch, leav-
ing to his beloved workers only the
illusion of an “association" - a booby
trapped "association",

De Gaulle invented nothing new with his
"participation", Having to sell their
labour power to employers who are free

to hire them when the "profitability of
the enterprise" requires it, workers re-
main proletarians. Having free command
over men and machines (very often
acquired with the money of others, that
is to say, the state's), employers remain
what they were before - capitalists.

Naive pundits, advocates of class col-
laboration, retort: "You wicked Marxists
that you are, preach class warfare to the
bitter end, while the sweet and reasonable
capitalists are ready to make concessions
and to put their class struggle under
wraps". Obviously, the reality is nothing
like this.

Seeking to ensnare the workers' organisat-
ions and the workers in the trap of class
collaboration, the employers pursue,

from their side, a relentless class sruggle.
They keep their weapons intact: linan-
cial riches, capitalist ownership of
industry and banks, subordination of
economic life to their profit needs.

But, at the same time, they paralyse or
seek to destroy the sole weapon workers
have at their command: their capacity
to organise and to launch a common
struggle for their class interests, that is,
operating workers' organisations for the
benefit of workers. In looking to sub-

s an e inated by capitalist

wm mf;ﬂ?éﬁﬂﬁﬂﬁuﬂl?w uﬁuiﬁsd a
ng n the class :

against mﬁ-m;grmh'm SRR

This is why trade unions and workers

must refuse to make the slightest con-
cession to the "team spirit" the employers
spread around. Workers must systematic-
ally refuse to take the slightest particle

of responsibility for the management of
Capitalist enterprises and the capitalist
economy, Inspection in order to chal-
lenge, yes; participation in, or sharing
of, management, no. That is where !
the interests of the workers lie. '

Two arguments are often counterposed

Lo this traditional position of the working
class movement, which Andre Renard
was still strongly defending in "Vers le
Socialisme par I'Action" (Towards
Socialism Through Action).

First of all, it is claimed that the workers
have, despite everything, a stake in the
survival of the enterprises: doesn't the
disappearance of a large plant mean the
loss of thousands of jobs, an increase in
unemployment? This argument over-
looks the fact that in the capitalist sys-
lem competition and capitalist concen-
tration are inevitable. In "associating"
the fate of the workers with that of the
plants, one not only risks tying them to
the losers in a fierce battle. One also
carries capitalist competition into the
ran's of the working class, when all
experience has shown that it is only by
their class organisation and their class
unity that the workers have any kind of
chance of defending themselves against
the capitalist system,

The same a rgument has no more validity

when applied 1o regions. "We don't want

socialisation of cemeteries: that's why
we hive to join the bosses to save our .{',]
industries™, certain trade unionists say.
The sad thing about this is that these
industries are not at all "ours" but the
capitalists', even if nine tenths of the
capital does come from state subsidies
These industries are subject to the laws
of capitalist competition. To drag the
workers onto that path is to subject them
to the dictates of profit making and profit.

It is to acquiesce to "rationalisation”, to
LnCrea 51:1;.1 F-ro:duclivi.r':,':,. 1o the speed up,

o intensified exploitation of the workers
it also means accepting reductions in the
number of jobs. From that to accepting

layoffs, even reductions in pay, is only a
ste p.

As soon as you take the first step on this
path, the employers' blackmail becomes
all powerful. In order to smash it, it is
necessary 1o reject collaboration from the
very beginning and start to enforce
maintenance of the level of employment
by structural anticapitalist reforms,

And then there is a more subtle argument,

"In order to control, you have to be in-

formed. Why not participate with the

sole aim of gleaning information?” The |
sophist adds that there is no absolute

distinction between participation and

control.

The answer is very simple: everything
depends on the objective to be achieved
by the action and on the practical course !
that is followed. Is it a question of !
"participating" but not accepting the '
slightest responsibility for the manage-

ment of the enterprise? But what

oppertunity should we wait for then,

before revealing to all the workers the

much touted "gleaned information"?

Such a course is out of the question;

the capitalists would refuse to play this

game; the cards are stacked against

them! Right! But if we didn't reveal

this information, if we accepted secrecy, h !
""co-operation" and bits of "co-responsib- i
ility", wouldn't we be playing the ! '
capitalists' game? In appearance the
difference between "participation" and
"confrontation" is hard to establish; but

all we have to do to realise the difference i
is to record, in each instance, the react-
ion of the employers, even the most
"liberal" employers.

"Then you just want agitation for the
sake of agitation, demanding the
impossible", reply the defenders of the
bourgeois order. Not at all, We want to
replace one system with another, the
class power of capital with the class
power of the workers,

To this end we want the workers to have
a very clear understanding of the thousands
of ways the bourgeoisie has, in the
present system, of deceiying them, ex-



set forth in the beginning of our analysis;
they must be-based on the immediate
needs of the workers: they must be of
such nature that capitalism cannot in-
tegrate them into a normal functioning
of its system; they must thus create a
situation of dual power which will tend
towards a global confrontation between
capital and labor; they must enlarge the
workers' practical experience as to the

and the ways in which it can be chall-

enged in its entirety, that is, they must
prepare the masses [0 apprﬂach.tbls _

challenge under optimum conditions of

consciousness and Organizﬂtian.

1. OPEN THE BOOKS

[nnumberable sources--most of them non-
Marxist, indeed distinctly bourgeois in
origin. -attest to the impossibility of
relying on employers' statistics to 1earn
the truth about theeconomic life of this

—
. .
C tlnued The employers' balance sheets, their
<o On financial statements, their declarations
ploiting them, fleecing them. That's of inheritance, falsify economic reality.
why we demand workers" control. And

if a radical change in the relationship These falsifications are not manufactured
of forces makes this demand realisable - gratuitously, They have very definite
for a brief transitional period - we would  ap4s jn view, whether it be cheating on
want, in order to realise this demand, taxes; understating profits in order to

the workers to organise in such a way as  ,tify refusing a wage increase; or deceiv-
to create, within the plants and the ing the public about the real facts behind
economy as a whole, a counterpower that particular trade union demand,
would rapidly become the nucleus of a
i ncw slalc power. Every time negotiations with the employers
2 are opened, whether they be on wage in-

X “Participation” means: associating the .. coc on increase in productivity, or on
iy workers with capital; accepling secret the economic consequences of a trade-

ik 5 = - - 5 :
) arrangements with capital, permanent union demand, we must routinely reply:

"We refuse to discuss this blindfolded. Lay

and secret meetings, economic "co-
the cards on the table. Open your books. "

£ ordinating" committees, and even
icontrol committees” (such as those in

" gas and electricity) where the workers The_value of this demand as an anticapital-
ke i::#:lg’_c;r;g;ﬂs?;ﬁ“ﬁi E:tyﬁ:ﬂ:ﬂ?ﬂ- ist structural re;arm,“tiat iISI, ﬂ;.lls a tran-
: o - : sitional demand, will be a e greater
P;::h‘: :Pmc;a;f::r :}:; t{l;i ;:;ril:;tz?gztes if three conditions are added to it:
charged an
muropolies. First, opening of the company's books

i . = 1 must be done publicly and not be limited
P O TESTS: o glmﬂd cnm-“ to a closed meeting with a few trade union
E;E:]id‘:ﬁi S :nlsdctﬁlc:;;fﬂi isl:-:rets leaders whose tendency towards good
Vet af & 1 < bli f thcywork _ fellowship with the bosses is well-known.
barin algltszin;?;r:le 1111?1:?1111!: of tlf::.s’ Secondly, analysis of the balance sheets
.capitfliﬂ economy; “illegal" i;rnr{nrence and_ u‘f KiE LOOKHEEpIng L it Ll
e T 31.1 S e facilitated by the ad'nptmn of I_ega! mea-
mew. =l arl:::i‘ thE b sures for m?f@rmit‘y in accounting pro-
G A S G A cedures. Finally, and especially, veri-
This in itself signifies birth of a new kind fication of the balance sheets and the
of power, infinitely more democratic 1 de 5 Vo
and more just than that of bourgeois B e LI TP IOL DECEssaTily e
“democracy”, a power in which all the made on the basis of the figures, but
! - must be effected at the plants themselves,

workers (B5% of the active population z :
: " so that the mass of workers are in on this
of this country) together would make the S mination.

decisions that determine their destiny.

It is easy to doctor a balance sheet by
undervaluing a supply of raw materials.

Six Propositions, e Eoe e
f In Conclusion

from the workers who receive warehouse,
maintain, and regularly check this same
merchandise.
How can the theme of workers' control be
integrated into real struggles by the The objection is often heard that workers
workers? How can agitation for workers' Wwould be incapable of verifying balance
«control contribute to stimulating the sheets. We shall soon publish in LaGauche
combativity of the toiling masses, to some concrete suggestions, advanced in

f0 triggering struggles that gobeyond the 2ign for Workers' Control, that will fac-
dramework of the capitalist system, that ilitate study of balance sheets and of
ionary situation? representatives. Cenerally, these object-
- 10Ds are greatly exaggerated by those who

(MY an analysis of the problem in general, They are the idential twin of objections
Tefuting the current objections to this that used to be advanced by reactionary
strategy and critically examining the regimes to justify their denial of universal
timidity of the CSC and the FGTB in suffrage: the workers are too “ignorant, "
dealing with, if not a genuine struggle "badly educated, " "unprepared to assume
for workers' control, at least the pro- this grave responsibility, " etc. efc,
blems raised by this slogan.

Obviously I don't pretend to close the RIGHT OF VETO OVER LAYOFFS
question in this way. I want to set off a e AND PLANT SHUTDOWNS

real ﬂehhqz. [ hope especially that the
e an’;imigc, u:finn activists, genuine The majdr motivating force behind the
ST “um f the workers in the i workers' struggles for the past few years
pl: A1l participate in this discussion, has without doubt been fear of une mploy-

ment, i i : t
more that workers' control is dis. H:gim‘u,n Wallonia and in many Flemish

sed nmmﬁﬂm workers, the more will

FRRLEOVERSY De aroused by this problem The reclassific i

sy : ssification and cccupatio

i3 _ﬂu_mgm numerous will become the retrainin am has d]:' } ‘-ml

blue-collar workers, the whi B Progr proved a failure,

s i 3 _w}ute—cnllqar It has not been able to prevent a rapid

enlarge ‘the horizon f;néf s whowill — decline in the level of employment in

el o il g Elr perspectives the target districts. As far as industrial
: ﬂw of reformism and neo-  reconversion |s concerned, experience

LIS Lcafzh:s that you can rely neither on big
_ S ; USLDEss nor on its unitary state, neithe
t::;:ti‘ﬁ:ﬁ:n:ﬁ f::;r::t_ Idﬁ-is on *.r_iriaus bourgeois guw:rnmcr:ts nor :.:_-:1
i i coalitions with the bourgeoisie, to ke
:., re toward grasping the question as reconversion Gpﬂmtinnalg : i

2 -k‘:nd}:mh not enough to stimulate ‘

: ) mleﬁnﬁx:::t-g?ngti;‘g discuss- [n these conditions, the workers more

% Aoyt pler;:ent mﬁ{ ing else sl more have the feeling that it is wron
ﬁﬂmf y " icaml Iary :ctor, in the for an economic system, for which they
Wi mm-m i -thggepr: §, an £. am do not have the slightest responsibility
anxio - s of articles with  to make them bear the brunt of the costs
these proposals, of employment, what the workers must

_ : demand from now on is an effective vafc
M must all comrespond with the criteria right over Ia}rgffs and ihutdgii,;:““ Yh

Fsand i it i agttall i
B R RS = s R St

-

fundamental nature of the capitalist system

country (as well as all capitalist countries).

raising their level of class consciousness, Great Britain by the comrades of the Camp-
is, contribute to creatinga pre-revolut-  capitalist accounting procedures by workers'

I have tried to answer these questions first Wish property "rights" to remain untouched.

This concrete application of the prin-
ciple of wonkers' control involves the
forcible reopening of plants shut down by
their owners and the
plants by the workers themselves. It

also involves making funds available,

at the expense of the capitalist class as

a whole, to enable these plants to operate
during the transitional phase, before
newly created modern plants, publicly
owned and administered under workers'
control, outdo these old rattletraps.

Our comrade Pierre Le Greve proposed

a bill along this line when he was a
deputy (in parliament). It is useful to
come back to this every time a shutdown
or a layoff of workers occcurs--not to en-
courage any illusions that that purnclular
itern of workers' control can be obtained
through elegtoral or parliaméntary means,
but to stimulgte the critical awareness of
the workers and oblige the leaders of the
mass organizations of the working class,
which are making the demand, to take

a position on these proposals.

WORKERS' CONTROLOF THE
ORGANIZATION OF WORK IN
® THE PLANT

The hierarchic structure of the plant
seems more and more anachronistic, to
the extent that the level of technical
and cultural qualifications of the workers
is raised.

In the most streamlined, modern indust-
rial plants, where a high percentage of
personnel is composed of technicians
with- middle or high level technical educ-
ation, this anachronism is especially
striking. But even in industry as a whole,
the growing complexity of production
processes results, for example, in teams
of maintenance workers often understand-
ing the exact mechanics of manufact-
uring, and the bottlenecks that period-
ically arise, better than highly placed
engineers--not to mention members of
the board of directors!

To the many on-the-job conflicts that
stem from the hierarchic character of
the relationships between blue and white-
collar workers on the one hand, depart-
ment heads and foreman on the other,
must be added the stresses in the workers'
life occasioned by the more and more
frequent changes in organization of the
work.

Changes intechniques often do away with
frades and skills acquired through hard
work and years of experience. Speed-up
increases workers' nervous tension and
fatigue, and adds to the number of
occupational accidents. The principal
victims of these changes cannot be sat--
isfied with the modest right to make
suggestions, accorded them by legislation
presently on the books, in the plant coun-
cils and the health and safety committees.
They have to demand overall workers'
control of organization of the work, a
control that inyolyes not only the right

of being informed in advance of all pro-
posed changes, but also the right to be
able to oppose and prevent these changes,

When workers adopt the habit of answer-
ing each incident that sets them against
a department head or a foreman with the
demand for workers' control, a big step
will have been taken in the direction of
Overturning hierarchical relationships of
replacing the "heads" by workers elected
by their fellows, recallable at any time,
and responsible only to the rank and file,
not to the boss,

4 WORKERS' CONTROL OF THE
e CONSUMER PRICE INDEX

In Belgium we live under the system of a
sliding wage scale, that is, automatic
adjustment of wages to every increase in
the official cost-of- living index above a
certain threshold, which varies accordin
to the parity agreements (generally, 2.5
or 2 per cent), This System partially pro-
tects the workers against the erosion of
the purchasing power of their wa ges and
salaries, This guarantee is only partial
for reasons explained many times in this
newspaper. In this article it is sufficient
to demonstrate only one of the reasons for
L.hE lack of representativeness and honestyy
in the retaij] price index

The index is, of Course, put out by the
EQVCT!'JI'HL"I'I’.. And the .ilrt.“,'d_HlT]]t‘!H. 15 only
Loo olten tempted to give a bit of a push
in lhcldlu-r_'uc-!: of its "index policy, "

el e, it's cheating), nor only to please the
employers, but also and fw;n.'--.'-i.uﬂ-.' to
Space the periodic adjustment of cjivil
service workers' salaries-

heavily on the budget.

..';f,'];]-._'k;_ WwWEl ;-.C.ia

management of thege

It is true that the Price P
the right not to recognize the ke
index, to oppose this or that de L
the government concerning Prices
increases . But this right of oppo

carries with it no power to
changes, cnforce

A genuine workers' control pyer s
sumer price index--an iﬂd[‘pﬂmﬂ;ﬁ
sure to efficiently protect the

power of the wchers against thpellrc iy |
ent rise in the cost of 1i Perm II

v‘ el !
therefore involve some p::;nw!ﬂ :;:gd
trade-union opposition ta acy (righ E ¥
veto) on the government index It:h;;:-_ 3
involves this control being il'lstj:t“ tlfw:?

the bottom where teams of W'Dl‘ktttﬁ. |
housewives would regularly dete 2 )
the real price increases in diffare e
parts of the country, R

ELIMINATION OF SE
5. BANKING CRECyy

Fiscal manipulation has b e
the bonanzaf for all those f::!:luﬂhr:;:r -_j.‘ |
claimed to rationalize management q #;

the capitalist economy of this el L

in the courfe of the last fiftepn Vears ¢
This is reflected in one of the maﬂ""'
striking swindles of the system ait :
that results in wage and Salﬂ.rf,gim : -
paying, at the same time, the major
part of both indirect and direct taxes !

0

The proliferation of legal Mmeasures.
fiscal reforms, administrative controls
is admittedly unable to eliminate ! :
flagrant injustice. Elimination of eane

in banking and introduction of wo i
control on all financial operations 'ﬂ |
quickly put an end to this scaudal.’ g

We recently witnessed a tremendays ‘E
flight of capital from France Every-
body wondered who started it. The de
Gaulle government was vary carefyl o
state that it isn"t hard to answer that
question, at least in large part,

']

Al
Actually, in the private property
confidence between bankers and large &1
depositors never prevails to the point |
that vast financial operations can take
place without leaving any written traces.
A workers' control over, bank recordes
especially one exercised by bank eme
ployees devoted to the people--would
quickly ferret out most of the guilty,

e’ 20

6 WORKERS' CONTROL OVER
e INVESTMENT

One of the most striking characteristics S

43

of neocapitalism is that there is a social=®
ization of a growing part of productica
and overhead costs, while profits and
property obviously remain private. In
this country, a large part of long-term
investment has been financed by the state
in the course of the last twenty years,
The study of successive balance sheets
of the Societe Nationale de Credit a
I'Industrie (National Industrial Credit
Society) is particularly instructive on
this question. Sidmar as well as Chertal
have in large part been financed with
the help of public funds. It will be the
same for the rationalization proposed by
the Cockerill=Pugree-Providence-
Esperance merger.

But while an increasing part of the {wd&
come from the pocket of the taxpayer
(that is, mostly from the pocket of the
workers), profits and stocks and bonds
are not the only things that remain in th
private domain. The right of decisiol
on the regional distribution of inves
and on their destination also remains i
the private domain.

To demand workers' control over these
investments is thus to demand not cores
sponsibility of union leaders for capitali
management of industry, but the right
union veto over these investments, a8{8
the geographical apportionment, [0
and destination projected by the e mploy*
ers.

[t is clear that this kind of control Opets
the way to formulating a development
plan for the economy as a whole, ba

on priorities established by the workers
themselves, The MPW (Movement Pop
ulaire Wallon-Walloon People's Move-
ment) used to speak about thisa greal U
deal, when the "Wallonian FH‘JFIE‘I"PIH'
was being discussed. But this "plan “ :
discarded along with a lot of their FE&=
tion by the PSB (Parti Socialiste de Beis
gique--Socialist Party of Belgium):

The campaign for workers! c.-:mu:ol form$
a whole which, without neglecting er.l
day to day problems of the ‘n‘r’-'ﬁlkff'ss ac

in a definite direction: accentualing

their distrust of the capitalist systeiiy o
creasing their confidence in their "j""m
strength, and resolving to take theif their
economic future into their hands--by
own anticapitalist action.

[With this issue we are beginning the serialization of

Plerre Frank's The Fourth International: A Conitribu-

tion to the History of the Trotskyist Movement. The trans-
lation from the French is by Ruth Schein.

x L L]

Introduction

Up to the present, no study has been written on the
history of the Trotskyist movement. Some work is pres-
ently being done In the universities, but it bears only
on certain periods or on very limited aspects of the move-
ment. b

The principal aim of this book is to give today’'s young
militants some knowledge of the past of the Trotskyist
movement. The first part of this work served as material
for a course at a school conducted by the French sec-
tion of the Fourth International in 1948, and was pub-
lished at that time. It appears here without any appre-
ciable changes, with additional material to cover the en-
suing period.

Within the limits of a work of this size, we wanted to
give what seemed to us the most essential aspects of the
history of the Fourth International. Until now the Trolsky-
ist movement, for reasons connected with the size of its
forces, has exercised its influence on the class struggle
principally in the domain of ideas, by its analyses and
its elaborations of perspectives and programs. Generally
speaking, it has not been able to lead mass mobiliza-
tions and mass actions based on its program and its
slogans; the objective reasons for this are given in this
book.

Thus a history of the Fourth International would have
to describe above all the positions taken by the orga-
nization in the gigantic social struggles that have charac-
terized the world in the course of the forty-five vears of
the Trotskyist movement's existence. In addition. such
a history would have to show how the Trotskyist move-
ment, in the course of these struggles, defended and en-
riched the formulations of revolutionary Marxism, as
developed from the time of Marx down to the early con-
gresses of the Communist International. We would have
to do our utmost to illuminate the most important stages
in the life of the Fourth International, the problems it
had to resolve, the debates that took place, and the posi-
tions that were reached.

We have limited this book to the history of the inter-
national movement and have notl treated the history of
its sections, excep! to the extent that a particular section
might at a particular time play an especially important
role in the history of the International.

The history of the Trotskyist movement scarcely poses
any problem in connection with what historians call "pe-
riodization.” The transition from ecapitalism to the world-
wide victory of socialism, inaugurated by the October
revolution, is turning out to be much longer and more
complex than anvone had imagined in 1917; no other
political movement has followed this transitional period
as closely as has the Trotskyist movement, whose suc-
cessive stages coincide with the very stages of that his-
tory itself since 1923.

The Trotskvist movement was born in the USSR at the
close of the revolutionary wave that followed the first
world war, when a period of relative stabilization of cap-
italism began. It expanded internationally during the great
economic crisis that began in 1929. It moved toward
construction of a new revolutionary international after
the debacle of the German working-class movement in
1933, and founded the Fourth International on the eve
of the second world war. It reoriented itself in accordance
with the tremendous upheavals of the postwar period.
And today the Trotskyist movement is preparing for a
new phase concomitant with the turn inaugurated on
a world scale in 1968.

In this book we have done no more than mention the
mountains of slander heaped on Trotsky and the Trotsky-
ist movement. We have never yet dealt with this question
in depth. Because of the vast proportions the calumny
assumed and the aftereffects that still remain, this question
will no doubt constitute an important subject for future
historians. A century ago Karl Vogt and others furiously
slandered Marx and his supporters, calling them the
Schwefelbande (devil's gang) within the movements for
emancipation. How tiny and pale were those vilifications
compared to those underwritten by powerful states, heaped
high in an effort to make the Fourth International appear
the Schwefelbande of the twentieth century.

This work leaves aside a good number of questions.
Given the aim and the size we had set for this book, we
could not go Into numerous detalls. There was no pos-
sibility of using extensive quotations without requiring
three to four times the number of pﬂ.gﬂ. We had to stick
to essentials. We hope that we have succeeded In correctly

th how the Trotskyists advanced internationally

setting for in the defense of

in the domain of theory and practice,

positions previously taken, and in the elaboration — dif-
ficult in every epoch and rendered still more arducus by
the conditions under which the movement has fought — of
new positions in the face of new problems posed by the
changes taking place all over the world.

The author of this book has participated in this "long
march® of the Trotskyists for more than forty years,
first becoming part of the international leadership of the
Trotskyist movement in 1931. Although this work very
largely expresses the views of numerous leading members
of the International, it cannot be considered an “official”
history of the Fourth International. We do not think that
for Marxists there can be an “official” history, even of
their own organization. g £ e

The organization is an instrument of political combat,
which inevitably necessitates a line of aclion determined
according to the rules of democratic centralism. History,
to a great extent, serves to determine politics; its deter-
mination cannot be placed- at the service of politics. For
having abandoned Marxism on this question, as on oth-
ers, Stalinism has obliged the historians under its thumb to
write “official” histories, forcing them in fact periodically
to rewrite history as a function of the line of the moment.
They have succeeded only in accumulating historical falsi-
fications as well as in proving their growing incapacity
to draw objective lessons from history.

November 15, 1968 P.E.

Chapter I: Historical Continuity

The Trotskyist movement, born in 1923 at the onset
of the Stalinist degeneration, has taken part ever since
in all the great events of our age, thus assuring the con-
tinuity of revolutionary Marxism on a world scale. Be-

tween the Communist League and the First International,
there was a lapse in time of a dozen years In the field of
organization — although political continuity was assured
by Marx and Engels personally. Between the First and
Second International, there was also a gap of almost

fifteen years —the political continuity being assured by
Engels, who established a kind of international center
by corresponding with leaders of parties in the most im-
portant countries. The years of World War I fell between
the Second and the Third International. This time it was
the Bolshevik party and Zimmerwald that assured ths
maintenance of the Marxist movement

Our movement, on the other hand, was born within the
Third International. From 1923 to 1933 we fought — with-
in its ranks or outside—as a faction of the Communist
International, trying to wrest its leadership from the hands
of the centrists and place it once again on the path of
revolutionary Marxism. When objective conditions no
longer made it possible to pursue this aim, we proceeded
directly to the building of new parties and a new, revolu-
tionary international, taking as our point of departure the
first four congresses of the Communist International. There
was no break, no gap in the continuity of the revolution-
ary movement, and that despite the enormous ebb in the
labor movement starting in 1923, despite the degeneration
of the October Revolution, despite the infamous role ex-
ercised by Stalinism within the working class.

Congresses and resolutions of a revolutionary orga-
nization are not mere matters of form. They do a good
deal more than define policy for the Immediate period.
They record, for the collectivity constituted by the party,
its experlence, its rules of action, the framework in which —
while renewing its membership with the passage of time —
It continues to evolve. Should the organization cease to
exist, all this remains as historical data that will certainly
be used by those who, at some laler date, will want to
rebuild the revolutionary party. But only as historical
data! They would inevitably have to grope abouf, some-
times for a very long time, lo reestablish, to re-create,
an adequate framework for the organization. The degener-
ation of -the Third International and the resulting dis-
persion of its forces have enormously hindered the prog-
ress of our movement, which has experienced numerous
crises. But it is enough to imagine for a moment what
would have happened if the thread had been broken—if
there had no longer been, at a given moment, an inter-
national Marxist center —to realize by how much the dif-
ficulties would have been multiplied, to have an idea of
the even greater obstacles revolutionists would have had
to overcome in order to reestablish a firm political move-
ment and to rebuild an international leadership.

. History will not fail to point out that it was Trotsky,
through the sum total of his works, who made the greatest
contribution to this task of maintaining historical continu-
ity. Although the names Communist-Internationalist and
Bolshevik-Leninist have been borne by our various or-
ganizations, the name Trofskyisi will most probably be,
and correctly so, the.one that history will give us. .

| To be continued]




by tle present struggle of technical
teachers?

? : G.1. Well 1 think that technical
| teachers have taken a step right out
[, in front, its the first time there h._js
s been a general strike of teachers in
| Victoria. And I think that the sign-
| ificance will be as great for the whole
movement of education as the first
strike taken by the VSTA in 1965. I
: think that it has lifted the level of
action to a qualitatively new plane.
Now one of the features of this strike
was the remarkable unity of technical
- teachers. There was unity between
' active members of the Liberal party
and active members of the extreme
left. The second thing was the spirit
of the strike, we set out to make it a
new style of strike. We estimate that
50 of the effectiveness would be the
2 withdrawal of labour and 807 of _the
effectiveness would be the organised
aetivity of say, 3000 of cur members
working as full=time organisers. And
that proved to be right. Wherever
we had good programs of action tha!
the teachers com become involved
in there was no thought of going back
to work. In a few of the isolated
country towns where it was difficult
Lo organise such programs they started
to become uneasy. So that new style
strike was the key point to it, and if
you asked people of the whele thing.
For the first time we worked as equals.
The initiative, the enthusiasm, was
really incredible, The other aspect
of it was this: that stepping right out
in front we did not isclate ourselves,
as some people thought we would,
we in fact drew support from every-
where. Now we drew support from
primary teachers, secondary teachers
and particularly from the trade unions
and whever we could get to the public
we got their support. This proves that
the whole education movement is
ready for a qualitative step forward,
in my opinion, and that we can get
a movement of the dime nsions of the
moratorium, The fact that we got
5,000 teachers marching to parliament
house after 3 days organising indicates
what potential there is for a real mass
movement, on the question of educ-
Aation.
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- D.A Why do you think the question
of education at this time could mob-
- ilize thousands of people in the streets
. and make it a really mass issue, a

~ mass attack on the system?

- G,L. 1 thiok that all the work that is
 being done by all the various organis-
~ ations in exposing the shortcomings of
~ education--not just the question of
fﬂﬂlm es, the fact of inadequate
~ buildings, but more particularly the
: "ﬁ:ﬂiﬁn of inequality of opportunity,
- the uresponsible attitude taken by gov-

¥ :ﬁmants--'thay have all gradually had
£ b ir impacts. So that over the years
ﬁmﬂ work has been laid. Now,
. 35.1_.."_'-*5’.@? thing is that there's been a
~ more penetrating analysis of education
. in the last couple of years, The old
- myths that education will emancipate
‘the individual, the myths of the exam
tion system. and the scholarship
em, they have all gradually been
osed. This enormous ground work
ﬁlﬂmﬂon has brought people to

- where they see that the issue

«deeperthan they ever believed
ore and they are now coming to
\ps with some of the essential aspects
of the education system. Now I think
s groundwork has created the basis

Dig movement forward,

Would you agree that we haye

cation system which is largely
nated to and related to the class

wre 7 What-do you think can be
bout this in the long term?

.L. Thaven't thought about it in

s of being subordinated to the class

re. It may be, I just haven't

iy thought that through. But one
bing is very clear, that one of the

56 of the education system is 1o
sproduce the existing class structure .
eel sure about that. If you look at

A1 is set there really to uce peo
R e o e peoi
Mticians, leaders of the big industries
&id g0 on, The poor schools have the
eliect of making the child feel that he
is 2 failure, he gets used to the idea,
e knows he is not going to be able to

/7

D.A. What New features are presented

the role of he exclusive private school,

the rat race, he accepls
So thatyou have a high
lack of aspiration and a
school system that does reproduce the
class structure. [ don't think that 1_h;at
is the main role of the scheol, [ think
it has other functions in practice. One
of them is to get people to pnsswlel-,r
accept the society in w hich we live.
The other one Is to adjust themselves
to the idea of bureaucratic institutions.
Another very important role of the
school, is the child minding role. Be-
yond all this there are genuine educ-
ations aspects, but the fundamental
roles are the ones I have outlined.

compete in
his position.
drop ou: rate,

D.A. You started your speech at the
May 2nd strike rally be saying some-
thing to the effect that teachers are
realising that the idea of professional-
ism is not correct and that teachers
are coming to see themselves as wark-
ers like other sections of the working
class. Could you expand on this?
G.L. The term of professional, as I
said, has two aspects, One is the idea
that a teacher as a member of a pro-
fession has to a certain extent been
emancipated from the lower ranks of
society, and that he or she should be
forever grateful for that and should
never therefore kick up a fuss, com-
plain or do anything else, This aspect
of it is used for the purpose of trying
to stop teachers from taking up legiti-
mate demands, and to compel them

to be guiet and accept things. This
must be completely rejected by every-
body who is concerned about the future
of education, This is the worst aspect
of the whole professional line, apart
from its elitist implications, which also
have to be rejected. It is linked up
with the whole concept of the bureauc-
racy, of the rat race, and with the
concept that you have people who are
to lead and people who are to just
simply be led. The genuine aspect of
professionalism is that teachers have to
be educators and accept the ethics of
their position, They bave to be fully

qualified educators, they have to be
able to assess the needs of their students
and work in co-operation with their
own colleagues as equals, and with
their own students to work out the kind
of education programme that is necessary
for their students in that situation, This
contrasts with the idea of teachers having
4 curriculum or examination system
where everything is imposed on them,
and which they in turn impose on the
kids, It is an educational rather than
p_g;fessiunal role, The word professional
conluses the issue. The other aspect of it
is the teacher is a worker, in the sense
that he has a particular role to perform,
He is concerned, of course, with the
preduct, which makes his position a bit
different, But with every struggle that we
énter into it becomes abundantly clear to
our members that those who support us
and understand what we are about are
members of the active trade unions,
They are always our allies, they are our
strength in all our main struggles, And
the teachers are coming more and more
IO see that they're not a class apart,
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there's nothing particularly special about
them, that they are just like other people
who work. They work for wages and their
best allies are the members of the trade

unions,

D.A. The TTAV has decided to affiliate
with the ACTU, What do you Se€ as
some of the advantages and consequences

of this step?

G.L. Well most of the students who go to
tech, schools are sons and daughters of
working class people, in the ma il.‘l,lfl':ldltz‘
unionists. So we have an immediate link-
up there. The second thing is that the
trade unions are a very powerful force in
Australia. We feel that if the trade
unions have a good educational program-
me throughout the trade union movement
and can effectively use its pressure in the
interests of advancing education, it will
certainly advance the educational cam-
paigns. The other thing is that teachers
know from their experience that the trade
unions are their strength and main back-
ing and that we ought to be closely invol-
ved with them, We can't expect the trade
unions to support us in our campaigns
unless we contribute something ourselves,
So that we feel from all points of view,
and, in broad principle, that we should be
linked up with the ACTU. Now, there
are particular problems to discuss this
matter at length with our members, and
it will be put to a special conference
before we finally agree with it. But I
anticipate that the members will see that
it's in our interest and in the interests of
education generally to be linked up with
the ACTU,

D.A. Its been argued against you that

you've taken up the purely economic

issues of salaries with respect to the Tri-

bunal rather than the issue of the structure

of the tribunal which is seen as an issue

;{ "principle”. What would you say about
is?

G.L. The salaries issue we're taking up

is not just a question of money, which is
important anyhow from the point of view
of recruiting and retaining teachers, But

Mass meeting of feachers in Myer Music Bowl, Melbourne
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the other aspect of our salary claim is
that we want the abolition ot the promo-
tions system and the abolition of discri-
mination or inequalities between subject
areas, This is quite a fundamental point
because if we can't destroy: those aspects
of the bureaucracy that are imposed on us,
then we're not going to be in a position to
remove the same kind of bureaucratic
relationships between students and teach-
ers, 50 it is a fundamental educational
demand of the greatest importance, Cer-
tainly not less important than changing
certain aspects of the Teacher's Tribunal.
Now, we do support the concgpt that the
government should instruct its representa-
tive on the Teachers Tribunal, But we
don't imagine that that's going to « hange
the nature of the Teachers Tribunzal and
we don't think its necessarily going to
make the decisions of the tribunal much
better because we tend to see the tribunal
now as purely and simply an agency of
the establishment, The big difference
that that instruction will make is that is
will no longer be possible for the govern-
ment to hide behind the Tribunal, It will

o y
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be no longer possible for it ta w
the Tribunal is an indep.end:zm
And it will expose more clear] in

body's eyes the role of the ’l‘ril_? cwch
also it will expose the role of lh“'!-"#l.
ment, If the government {s "Ealf-
about the static system of Eduﬂgtl? ;
should be making efforts to see o 1l
decisions made by the tribunal’ tthe
will help the state em e
This will expose Lh:}ir:troh; ;‘;Ela?fﬁi .

We don't see our action in s y,
salaries claim as Eﬂntmdicu:grprrnt of ur
to our demand that that the gove any \!& :
should instruct their mwﬂﬁﬂhtimmﬂtﬁt? %
bring in the kind of award that Willh _J:,
the education of people going to te Assigy %
cal schools, So in our view thep i:-lmj..
contradiction whatsoever, o

D.A. What do you think it e
that the Tril:lun::fl can be mf::::i_m wy |
Would you agree with the gn:nerﬂ;
of a large number of workers thay ﬂ,}:i"*
arbitration system is implacahl]r i
to them? And that to talk of reform 5%
quite utopian? Would you agree '-’nth :
only alternative is direct “’Egﬂliatim&!
between employer and the workers?

G.L. Well, there are a couple of 5

to tiris Tribunal reform. First of all th

are a lot of administrative actions thyy
have to be reformed. Let me give L
example, " The determination of a :;i »
of positions to be advertised for h‘
each year, The Tribunals got the ]ahm
At the present time, the Tribunal is g
inefficient and incompetent that it can'|
even make this decision in time for jobs
to be advertised so that the teachers wil)
know which school they are going to by
the end of the year. In practice it wil]
mean next year that the staffing in
technical schools won't be finalised H|
March, and there will be six weeks of
complete disruption at the beginning of
the year. We think that the Tribuna]
should at least have enough manpower to
enable it to make such decisions, I know
that's a minor change, but we've beep
fighting for two or three years, justto

get enough manpower at the tribunal so
that the desicions can be made, When

we come to the quality of the main
decisions that are made by the Teachers!
Tribunal that's a different matter, Now
what we want in effect is the Tribunal
changed into a place where we can haye
negotiations with the government, We
want the government representative
directed by the government, and of
course the teacher's representative is

“.
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responsible to the teacher Grgﬂﬂi“":"'
To that in fact it will become the & .
by which we can carry out negotiatio fo
That's fundamentally the role We s€&
it, We think that this is similar @
kind of trend that is occuring in the
union movement, We ha'ﬂ!ﬂ"_m ‘m
completely the concept of arbliﬁtj]

Ve would still allow in the Tribuns
issues to go ta arbitration in the sensé
that the three people could vote: Hon
fundamentally we are after a situaivs -
which we can negotiate with the repre
sentative of the ;::D‘L’cmnmnt who 18

instructed and responsible O thd Te

ment, So in that sense the trell
parallel,

; fact
D.A. What do you think aboul ‘lh:;reﬂi"
that students in the schools are mntiuﬂ
ingly coming into action i Cl:!ut‘:l {nvo
questions, on the questions whic
them directly?

ening thing:

G.L, I think it's a very heart 5
After all the education F}'ﬂfm co EI.S'Ei
these students more than anybody

. il o pmre T ) Sy
And I think its heartening that they're
taking a positive attitude to the kind of
education they should have, I think that
if students are to find the school releyvant
and interesting then they have to have a
real say in what is taught in the school
and a real say in how it shaquld operate.
I think however that a teacher organisa-
tion is not particularly wise to invite
studen'fs to participate in its actions be-
cause 1ts a two edged sword, It certainly
gives a lot of support to the teachers
and that's very important and will be
VEry necessary, in my opinion, in the
future. But is can be used by government
and people in authority to say that the
teachers are manipulating the students
So it kicks back, in that sense, ng:linsE
the campaign. It's my view that students
at the secondary level should be organised
quite independently and we would
encourage that, If they are to come in
behind the teachers' demands or have
demands of their own then they should
work them out themselves and make up
their own minds as to the action that they
should take. I'm quite confident that
their actions and decisions will be in line
with the Kind of demands the teachers are
putting forward,

D.A. Do you think that a Labor govern-
ment could achieve very much in solving
Avstralia's problems in education? What
do you think a Labor government would
be able to do?

G.L. Well, I think it's possible tlat at
our confereace - which will take place
in about four weeks time - the TTAV
will decide to work for th: defeat of the
McMahon government, I think its most
unlikely that it will work directly for the
return of a Labor gyovernment, although
[ suppose it could be argued that working
for the defeat of McMahon does effecti-
vely mean that., But I don't think it's
because tech, teachers think that educa-
tional problems will all be solved by a
change of government, but they do feel
that it would be almost impossible ta do
much worse than has been done., A Labor
government, I believe, could mransform
the situation, It could, I'm rather
loubtful as to whether it actually will,
First of all, the whole basis of inequali*
lies could quite casily be changed com-
pletely by a Labor government, The
whole issue of giving grzater assistance
to those who need it - that would be
quite casily done. Secondly, they cculd
step up the allocation of the wealth of
our nation to education, which is now
about 4, 5% of the G.N.P. It could be
doubled 1o bring it into line line with
other countries - a Labor government
could do that. These things would create
1 busis for other changes, but [ don't
think that a Labor government is going to
actl 1o the essence of the whole martter of
the problem that exists in our secondary
chools, They're quite deep social,
palitical problems and they're much
decper problems than the Labor govern-
ment is likely to grapple with.

DA, Do yvou think Teachers' Unions
could have agreater role in working out
leng4erm programmes and challenging
the lundamental ideclogy of the system.

G.L, Well, the trade unions and teacher
organisations, in the main, are organisa-
Lions that work within the system, That's
their historical role, They work within
the existing system, and they endeavour
to bring about changes, reforms, and im-
provements, but seldom do they ever
challenge the whole basic structure of
society, I think that the teacher unions
ire going to be compelled to face up to
this issue, probably very soon, for a
number of reasons, U the students and
the teachers themselves are 1o work aut
the Kind of education programmes that
ire relevant, then it is necessary to con-
sider the fundamental issue as to whether
the Kind ol society we have at the moment
really meets the nceds of the people.
Now, if that kind of question is asked
||||l|':1'.-.“4|1"!}' some of the basic, ;:,.:ccptcd
concepts of our society come into guestion.
The question, for instance, of whether

]
people re |H1} do have a sy in what hlp-

Pens in our country, that's a basic issue.
W whether a parliamentary kind of con-
trol, which we have at the moment,

ZIVeE Lhe person any direct say whatsoever

N what happens, The whole question of
Lhe values of iccumulating goods; the
problem of real needs, of advertising, of
vhat is 1 purpose of production, of what
fucure of humanity? Will the sys-
vd on profit lead us to the point
humanity and the earth are going
0 be destroyed? So, it seems to me that
Lraching probably more than any other

one where these issues will have
0 be taken up and thought about, And
Aaturally if the teachers are taking up
these issues the teacher organisation have
‘0 too, So [ think it is possible that the
leicher organisations could be compelled
0 tike up fundamental issues about the
whole future of society and its present
Structure and organisation.
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Wednesday May 31 witnessed a new
upsurge in the radicalisation of Vict-
orian secondary students. Three thous-
and striking students marched to demand
rights for students and better education
facilities. The demonstration had been
called by the Education Action Committ.
ee (EAC), a radical subcommittee of

::esglj;mrian Secondary Students Union

The demonstration commenced with 2
;ally in E:]'u: Treasury Gardens at 10:00
m. where several speakers were heard:
Mos.w_. Cass, Labor M.P.; George Lees
l_'-‘res:dcnt, Technical Teachers Asmc;at-
ion of Victoria: Ted Bull, Waterside
Workers Frederation:
Ted Bu'l, Water-
side Workers Federation: Geurlge é:':v:r-
ford, Chairman, Victorian branch, ALP
and spokesman for the Socialist Left:
Murray Lloyd, Chairman, EAC: Dat::n}r
Masel, former secretary, VSSU. This
was followed by a march to the City
Square where students from various
schools addressed the gathering. The
demonstration then proceeded to Parlia-
ment House, At Parliament House con-
fusion arose over the question of what
to do! The demonstration eventually
marched to the Education Department
Offices, where there was some discuss-
10n before the marchers dispersed,

The demands of the demonstration
emphasised the absence of democratic
rights for students. These included;

Freedom of appearance - in contras: to

the present uniform restrictions
Freedom of expression

Vol.2 No.2
OUT NOW

SRI LANKA DEFENCE CAMPAIGN

Following upon the visit to Australia of
the Ceylonese militant Jaya Vithana
{see imerview in DIRECT ACTION 18).
a number of people have decided to set
up a delfence campaign. The aims of
the commillee are :

1 To publicise the state of repression in
Sri Lanka ([ormerly Ceylon) and provide
information about the repression to the
Australian people

2. To call upon the government of Sri
Lanka to restore all democratic rights
and 1o repeal all undemocratic legis-
lation,

3. To provide material assistance to all
victims of the repression; to set up a 5ri
Lanka Defence Fund for this purpose.

These aims have been endorsed by a
number of academics including
Professor Bruce Johnson of the University
of Tasmania, and further endorsements
are currently being sought from trade
unionists, parliamentarians, jurists and
others

Sri Lanka has been a virtual police state
for well over a year now. Under the
emergency regulations which have been
in force since 16 March 1971, all dem-
ocratic rights have been suppressed and
the security forces invested with arbit-
rary powers. Never since 4 February
1948, when direct British rule ended in
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STEVE GORMLEY

Socialist Review

Foreign Iovestment in Australia;
Sexual Oppression; the History of the CPA:
Chile; Marxism and History; Lu Hsun

Subscriptions: $2. 50 for six ussues (posted)
from P.O. Box 186, Haymarket, NSW._

ng at May Day ralfly in Melbourne

Freedom of press
Freedom from discrimination
Freedom of association,

Most schools in Melbourne were repre-
sented at the demonstration, while
some schools had more than a hundred
students there. The action clearly
showed that a large number of students
are now willing to take direcr action
dgainst conditions which have existed
for many years. Undoubtedly given
impetus by the anti-war movement, this
was the largest independent high school
acton since the rise of the Moratorium,

With the success of the Melbourne
action, a call has been sent out by the
organisers to other Australian cities to
hold a nationally coordinated high school
strike around similar demands.

A campaign in New York in support of
a high school bill of rights in late 1969
succeeded in bringing about a complete
reassessment and expansion of students'
rights, after a strike of 275, 000 students
1o support the campaign. While present
Australian action will be on a smaller
scale, they will make people realise
that high school students are a political
force 1o be reckoned with. This will
probably have the greatest impact on
teachers and the students themselves,

As a result of the Melbourne action,
and specifically action at the school,
students at Brighton High have won
immediate concessions from the admin-
istration. School uniform has been
abolished, and a student council run

on democratic lines has been pro mised.

Sri Lanka, has arbutrary deprivation of
life and liberty and suppression of demo-
cratic freedoms occurred on such a scale
or to such an extent as under the prevail-
ing State of Emergency

The Prime Minister herself has admitted
that over a thousand persons have been
killed by the Police and the Armed Ser-
vices, according to figures made avail-
able to her, but public belief is that many
thousands more have been killed, without
any admission of the killings by the so-
called security forces,

From the very day that the Emergency
was declared, on 16th March, 1971, the
Police and he Military were given

rers of arrest without warrant, and all
the safeguards provided under the normal
law against arbitrary arrest, torture, and
even murder and disposal of the dead
bodies of persons taken into custody
were deliberately removed by emerg-
ency regulations.

About 16, 000 prisoners have been held in
neo-concentration camps since the Emer-
gency began; these detainees were not
even allowed the right of access to a
lawyer. In the meantime, shootings
have taken place in prisons and prison
camps, A large number of people who

s

Students should see from this the advant-
ages and necessity of direct action,
Anyone wishing to help build, or receive
information about, high school actions
throughout Australia, should contact
their pearest S, Y, A, branch

George Crawford addressing rally
Y ;.';l i’, ’ -2 ' .

were Laken in custody have disappeared
without a trace,

Apart from the mass deprivation of life

and liberty that has taken place under the
Mergency there has been continuing
Emergency, there has been conti

and freedoms of -speech, assembly and
publication, as well as the fundamental

right of workers to strike.

All normal political and trade union and
other forms of mass activity have thus
been suppressed. Parliamentary by-elec-
tions and local Government election:
have been indefinitely postponed and
elected local authorities are being suspen-
ded arbitrarily, Al forms of public criti-
cism of the Government or of state autho-
rities have also been stifled, Even pub-
lication of court proceedings has been
restricted.

In April this year (1972), the Government
introduced new legislation which gives
the Government and Security even wider
powers, Under the Criminal Justice Act
passed on 5th April, 1972, the Govern-
ment has obtained powers to set up Courls
where trials are held in secret, confessions
obtained by torture and blackmail are
permitted as admissable evidence, reports
made by certain officers of the State are
considered conclusive evidence without
the accus=d having the right of crosg-
examining such an officer. Further, the
decisions of these courts are final and
conclusive; accused have no right of ap-
peal whatsoever.

The Government had utilised the State of
Emergency to attack the already impove-
rished standard of living of the working
class of Sri Lanka by imposing a wage
freeze and raising the prices of over 23
essential commodities, Trade Unionists,
intellectuals and students continued 1o be
arrested and detained arbitrarily.

The Government may bring some of these
16,000 detainees to trial in the newly
established 'Kangaroo Cowrts'; however,
it is obvious that they will not have even
a semblance of a trial,

The Sri Lanka Defence Committee would

like to hear from anyone who is mmﬁ 3

to support the aims of the comm
Information is available from 24 Alfred
St., Annandale, Sydney. S
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Massive Response by

Workers to Jailing of Union Leaders

GIANT
STRIKE
AVE

QUEBEC

by Dick Fidler

The following article is from "Labor
Challenge”, a revolutionary-socialist
biweekly published in Toronto, It has
been slightly abridged for reasons of spacc.,

MONTREAL, MAY 15 — The massive
sirike wave, now almost a week old,
continues across Quebec in the wake ol
the jailing of the three presidents of the
major bodies,

More than 100, 000 workers al last count
i private and public sectors, industrial,
professional., white-collar, and scrvice
workers - have spontaneowsly wilked
off the job. Their immediale demands
dred the Irecing of the jailed union leadei-
ship: repeal of Bill 19, which broke the
strike ot the 210, 000 public service
workers; and a general amnesty for all
wiuonists lined or jailed for ignoring
ijunciions thal violated their right o

strike

sparked by a general revalsion against
ihe Bourassa government's assault on the
fabor movement, the upsurge has tended
- 10 merge with other issues - 10 become

2 general revolt by the Quebecois against
their national oppression,

The sirike began Tuesday, May 9. In
- WVuebec City, the three leaders of the
Front Commun (Common Front) - Marce
Pepin of the CSN (Confederation des

* Syndicats Nationaux - Confederation of

- National Trade Unions), Yvon Charbonnesu
- 01 the CEQ (Corporation des Enseignants

‘du Quebec - Quebec Teachers Corporatiou),
‘aud Louis Laberge of the FTQ (Federation
des Travailleurs du Quebec - Quebec
ederation of Labor) - led several thouss nd
aemonsiritors in 2 march 1o the gates of
“he Orsainville prison. There, following
speeches 1o the crowd, they surrendered

'lhf authorities 1o serve Lhe sentences
rrplm year that had been imposed on

Ahem the day before for urging their
mbers 1o ignore injunctions served
ring the public workers' strike.

\etlecting the sentiment of the crowd, the
ident of the jail guards' union urged '
- Aisw embers not 10 accept the three labor
~ leaders into the prisons, "It is the deputies
Mﬁl National Assembly) who should be

: ﬂlii:l' place, " he said - those who are
..-'.Mh for the back-to-work Bill 19.
 With the jailing of the labor leaders,

~ ©ommented dm“mdz-union weekly
sebec-Presse™, Yit was as if with one

W the 600,000 Quebec union members
Tepresent had been jailed, " For

BeC workers, it catalyzed their frust-
ton and resentment at low wages, hope-
_-_-Mn:l;iifag conditions, and national

O precise w-at::word was given, but the
| Spontanecus strike movements, the occup-
~ations and demonstrations l:-eg;m Lo spre‘;%
i ul most of Quebec u

L R o]

‘M Began that day, May 9, with the walkoy
E zﬂo longshoremen in ports along the :
8. Lawsence. Then it spread to thousands
Of teachers across the province, joined by
bupport stafl. Then the hospital workers and
BE nurses in several big hospitals, At
Moutreal's Notre-Dame hospital, 2,000

members of the CSN , meeting 1n the
i . he police nol
cafeteria, were ejec ted !‘Tr Lo >

- L,E'l] : l'J

the general strike ol
E.JJI'-H-. and p.11:|pi_|l_‘1]'ic workers had nol :
-4 - . - &
directly touched the private sector This
time, the private-sector workers, manj

A month earlier,

& H [ Oll=
of them in heavy industry and "internatlc

21" unions, played a leading role. As the!
wildcat walkouts gained momentum,
construction workers, auto workers, steel-
workers, shipyard workers, and miners
walked off the job.

By Fr.ld-.13'1 May ]E. a doten cities and
towns were totally strikebound. Roving
squads of strikers patrolled the streets and
visisted neighboring towns to spread the
strike.

[n Montreal, the blue-collar workers

hit the bricks May 12, For them, 1t was
also a protest against the smashing of
their own strike three months earlier

"BY AUTHORITY OF THE WCORKERS"

The movement quickly took on the ;
character of a general challenge to the
status quo. When a group of strikers from
.‘i.ui.rat-]:i*rc-mc, about forty miles north
of Montreal, set up a picket line at the
big General Motors plant at neardy Ste-
lherese, the auto workers went on a
wildcat strike. A manager trying 10
enter the plant was stopped by a picket:
"No one goes in: there's no work today.’

YBy whose authority?" the manager asked.

"By the authority of the workers of
Quebec," he was told.

Another boss started complaining to a
picket, who turned, smiling, toward his
fellow strikers: "It's all right. He doesn':
speik French - but he's learning. "

A high point of the strike wave so far is
on the North Coast of the 5t. Lawrence,
especially Sept-Iles, where for the first
time in Quebec history, "the unions
completely control the city, We can
close or open the bars, the stores, the
chips, and the schools as we wish," in
Lthe words of Clement Godbout, a steel-
workers' representative,

“The takeover in Sepi-lles began on
Tuesday night, " writes Louis Paquette in
the revolutionary-socialist paper
“Liberation. " "Thousands of workers
demonstrated at the courthouse against
the imprisonment of the three labor
teaders, The cops charged the crowd,
woundingseveral and arresting others.
The next moming the workers responded:
4 general strike paralyzed the city of
22,000 inhabitants. The forty-five-man
police force was overwhelmed and unable

10 dfa anything, The strikers quickly erected The Quebec workers' strike
barricades on the highway into town and

d workers expelled the
night of May 12 and
begun to operate the institution
self-management, Follow-
ing a tour of the hospital, h:rn‘-nd. S e
Daoust, FTQ secrelary-treasurcer, haile
R T8 i anr it WwWae

the workers! initiative, saying it was @
"forerunner of the union

the 300 unionize
management on the
have
under workers'

A new labor unity has been fgrgcd in
common struggle, For the strike 1o
continue and expand for much longer, -2
however, this local unity will have to hn.
extended to the national p];;n-:, thmu_g._
the creation of a central strike leadership.
The three big trade-union centers have
considerable technical resources at tlhs.-n
disposal, yet the strike on a nationd’
level is virtually leaderless.

A representative of the Front Conllmun
states:*"We're no longer announcing
anything; we're just encouraging actions
that hit here one day, there _'I_rmthu:r,_
just like what happens in a real guerrilla
struggle, "

It has been left to the strikers at various
levels - individual unions, regional

committees, etc. - Lo develop their own
strategies,
In a statement distributed through

thousands of leaflets to mass meetings
of strikers, the Ligue Socialiste Ouvriere
projects the formation of action comm-
ittees "in each factory and workplace,
and at the city-wide level."

Composed of representatives from the
unions, democratically elected by the
ranks, the statement explains, "such
commilttees would be able to unify
actions in each region and spread them

to other workplaces. The committee
would elaborate an overall strategy
incorporating militant actions like strikes,
occupations, takeovers of news media,
work slowdowns, mass meetings and
demonstrations,

"Each trade-union action committee
should consider the launching of a

strike newspaper, an indispensable tool
1o provide the whole nation with the
workers' point of view and expose the
campaign of lies being waged by the
daily newspapers of the bosses. The union
action committee would also develop
means of mobilizing all oppressed layers
of Quebec society- non-unionized workers
and students - against the government.

‘Once formed, the union action comm-
ittees can unite across Quebec, electing
delegates to a national action committee
that is able, with an overall structure,
clear and coherent demands, and through
Organizing major actions with national
umpact, to confront the Bourassa govem-
ment, "

"A THIRD POLITICAL FORCE"

upsurge is
being closely watched across Canada, The

H-I-l

attitudes to come, 12

Demonstration by strikers in streets of

of the Front Cnniniun of a

unions, o

QULE
CLC President Donal "
earlier issued a mmdmﬁcgqﬂl __
Canadian workers to "rally tg h’l
of Quebec workers, b 10 the
at the direction the
taking. "General strikes are -

not a strike, " MacDonalg tuldu‘lm

workers' policy conferen o 'ﬁi
last week, He went on to w;n %h'.f :

mof
K t0 hapas
53 '_'-
Culiﬁ

"demagogues"who would seo
from the Quebec unrest,

So far, the CLC leadershi ha
project any actions in En xl)i;]-,
concretize the intent of lE
resolution,

In the face of Quebeg | '
ented show of strength, i;’:'g;‘“ﬂm ,1
government has been unable t:r““ uhq]
Having attempted to crush the wh""'!n*
the "bludgeon-law" RBil] 10 it nmm}
an image of great weakm'.-s.s'- [mnh Pesany
the jailed labor leaders to apmalﬂw&" "
sentences so that the governmen theiy
release them .. Bourassa has ref m"n
calls for amnesty and has mwr:::ﬂ:h
bly.

e

ation to appeal the sentences
own Justice Department.

ROLE OF THE PARTI QUEBECQ[S

As throughout the civil-service iy
major obstacle facing the labor move. ©
ment has been the lack of pnliticat;m%"
from any party. The illdﬂpendemin' 1
Quebecois (PQ) has denounced the sn-ﬂuhm
urging them to retum 1o work, PQ | '
Rene Levesque, in a special stat.r_muh
accused the unions of "leading ys t;m'
brink of anarchy, " the
He and other leaders have refused tq
support the calls for dMnesty and repe;|
of Bill 19, urging the labor leaders f:i
''take advantage of their right of appes|
and to exhaust all judicial recourses gt
their disposal,

The PQ's antilabor position has

some sharp criticisms of the party leader.
ship, Speaking (o several thousand worken
and their families who rallied at 3 ®
outside the walls of Orsainville jail

13, CSN Montreal council President
Michel Chartrand attacked Levesque as;
"traitor" who "wants and in!ti!lﬂimﬂﬁld
labor movement, integrated into the
capitalist system,"

THE POWER OF LABOR

The upsurge has revealed anew the
tremendous power of the Quebec working
class, its explosive capacity to shake the
whole nation in a direct challenge to the
govemment, judiciary, and all established
institutions,

Only a week ago, in the wake of the defeat
of the public workers' strike by Bill 19,

it seemed to many that the labor moye-
ment was in headlong retreat, Attempts
by the leadership to inspire another
general strike, "his time in the private
sector and of limited duration, had mel
with considerable resistance. On May 3,
the 30, 000-member provincial civil

v —— L

'y By

i 3 L ‘& Jﬁ'
) .

va o J T :

2 a4 .‘.’

.
-
]

f

ot

Montred!

—
blocked the airport runways; the tele-
phone lines were cut. , ... The radio
station was occupied and operated under
the control of the unions, "

Similar developments occurred in other
areas of the province. Thousands of
workers roamed through the streets,
Occupied radio stations - and in at least
one instance a television station -
broadeast revolutionary $ongs and news
releases from local unions,

In Mgntmal, the workers at "La Presse"
thf: biggest daily newspaper, voted to
?{11;4: sl'nrtnrs:ng- four hours in solidarity,
ent out Ilying squads to persuade
the five other drfiligs gut to puﬁi?l?fil
May 12, Even the English newspapers had
t-::i. c}f:lse - for the 103-year-old "Montreal
Star", for the first time in its history,

While most workers ha ve joined the
g[m.r:st by walking out, at the Albert-
revost lostitute, a hospital in Montreal,

Capitalist press oscillates between trying
to dismiss it as little more than a cm}s—b
piracy by a small minority who are alleged
to be manipulating the union members

and statements expressing deep unease

at the implications of this mass movement.
Trudeau has so far feigned
ct}mpm—‘ative unconcern, apparently in
the belief that at this stage the worst
blow to Bourassa would be to encourage
the belief that Ottawa is about to step

in and "resolve" the crisis - as it did with
the army and the War Measures Act in
October 1970 - over the heagds of the
Quebec government.,

an attitude of

ENGLISH CANADA

As for the English-Canadian labor move -
ment: Delegates to the Can 1dian Iql'-\-_‘lr\.
Congress (CLC) convention in Ottawa
today voted unanimously for a resolution
demanding amnesty for all Quebec |
unionists imprisoned following the public
workers' strike, and supporting the aims

day before he was sentenced,

servants union of the CSN had :ﬂiiﬂdm
ranks of the Front Commun and re
4
to the negotiations table under the prest
of Bill 19,
i
CEQ leader Charbonneau, addﬂﬂi“j

e
mass meeting of Montreal teachers th
was

a
when he defended the general strike act

of the Front Commun,
to relatet

in new
1ized;

[t took only a spark, howeVerl,
the strike movement, this time
sectors and on a2 much more geners
more political plane.

Whatever the outcome of this immedite
upsurge, it is certain that the 1ESSEE
this historic experience will dﬂmlﬂnﬂn‘
the debates of the CSN and CEQ anﬂ
tions, which are sche duled in 'theiml of
two months. The recent pOlﬂl'lut

["-;"""'. bec socie Ly g'-i"-"-;ts new antﬂﬂt s
radical anticapitalist manifestoes g
dre l-ﬂm:‘-‘ p.u.—i.unl(‘d to the del':g:te

-I'tjll}” 10n,

for

(The following interview with Jiri Pelik-
an was obtained by Jacques Meyrand. It
appeared in the April 12-19 issue of the
Paris weekly Informations Ouvrieres

the official weekly of the Federation des
Comites d'Alliance Ouvriere (of Lamb-
ertist orientation). Jiri Pelikan, now

in exile, was elected a member of the
Central Committee of the Communist
party of Czechoslovakia at the famous
underground congress of August 1968,

At present he is one of the leaders of
the Socialist Movement of Czechoslovak
Citizens.

( The Translation is by Intercontinental
Press).

Informations Cuvriercs. In terms of
mass struggle and organized forces,
where does the Czechoslovak resistance
stand today? What is its strength?

Jiri Pelikan. The Czechoslovak resist-
ance to normalization is above all a
truly popular movement in the sense
that a majority of the population has
not accepted the reality of the occupat-
ion, but opposes it in all kinds of ways,

The occupiers were able to contrel the
party apparatus, the police, the army,
and the union leadership. By expelling
half a million comrades and eliminating
all those who disagreed, they succeeded
in neutralizing a large number of milit-
ants, But they have not succeeded in
obtaining the support even of a minority
of the working class and the population.

In this sense Josef Smrkovsky was right
when he said in an interview that "more
than 90 percent of our people are oppos-
ed Lo the present regime."

This does not mean that the masses who
are opposed, the mass of the population,
represent the active opposition. Cn the
contrary, the majority of the population
express their disagreement through pass-
ive forms of opposition: refusing to work
with the occupiers; refusing to support
the leadership group; there are spontane-
ous demonstrations at sporting events,

al theaters and movie houses; people
boycotl the newspapers, the radio,
lelevision, ele.

This is understandable: the repression
hits out at all who openly oppose the
Only the activist minerity can
organize open and active resistance.
This resistance is expressed through
different organizations or movements,
such as the Movement of Czechoslovak
Citizens, the Jan Palach Group, or the
Civil Resistance, There are also num-
erous organizations that arise for a brief
period and then disappear.

regime,

Here we have a big problem. Can we,
today, reconstruct a Crechoslovak com-
munist party that would oppose the
eccupation and normalization, thus
saving the prestige of the KSC (Komum-
isticka Strana Ceskoslovenska--Comm-

unist party of Crechoslovakia)? Dis-
Cussions that have taken pl.n:u: up to
nowv have answered in the negative,

given the fact that the KSC has been
Mmuch discredited among the Czechoslo-
Va K w not -“‘:J]‘" because the nor-
malization was carried oul in its name,
bul because it leaders .j-_'cvf‘h:d the
fugust 1968 dikiat--and also becawse of

.J T LN

rors il has committed and the
5 it has justilied for the past

\Wenty years, since

delormatios

coming to power,

iddled the KSC with an
‘Titage difficult 10 overcome-
* that would weigh heavily on
gl communist party bearing the
i il vioreover, 4 commumnist
organizational princip-
‘€5, such as democratic centralism,
. | would give the police an opport-

} destroy il

By basic problem is posed in the coun-
caImi :-J:_'."- dre awanre I.I]:a'll |
ruggle against the Stalinist bureaucracy,

I-'-!' g

1or real socialism, is linked to the
slruggle for national independence. For
that, a united from of communists, or

former ¢ ommunists, and noncommunist

Interview with Jiri Pel

kan

citizens is needed. Before 1968, for
example, many young people did not
want to join the KSC; not because they
were not communists, but because they
identified the KSC with careerism .

All this explains why we have chosen
movements structured so that groups and
individuals can join them spontaneously,
movements that count on and are based

on the initiative of the members them-
selves,

To summarize, it cannot be said that

the Czechoslovak opposition is a well-
organized movement with a well-defined
political orientation. It is a spontaneous
movement, but one that finds suitable
forms for fighting the occupation.

What is so important is that for the first
time in an Eastern country under the
control of the Stalinist bureaucracy there
exists a mass, socialist, Marxist opposit-
1on. An opposition exists in other count-
ries--the USSR, even in the RDR (RDA
--German Democratic Republic ?), in
Hungary, and in Bulgaria for example.
But in these countries it is 2 matter of a
few people ready to go forward, but
without an open mass base. In Czech-
oslovakia this deep-rooted base exists.
This is why the repression there is more
brutal, but at the same time is an integ-
ral part of the repression throughout
Eastern Europe,

I.O. How does the Soviet communist
opposition express its solidarity with the
Czechoslovak opposition?

Pelikan., The Soviet samizdat contin-
uously expresses its solidarity with the
Czechoslovak people, Just as the Czech-
oslovak opposition is in solidarity with
the samizdat militants. But we have to
find specific forms of expression for this
solidarity.

1.0, What is the balance sheet of the
repression in Czechoslovakia? What
trials are being prepared? Can you ex-
plain how these trials work?

Pelikan. The repression in Czechoslov-
akia is nothing new. It began in 1963,
hitting especially General Prchlik, Vlad-
imir Skutina, and other comrades, like
the Petr.Uhl group of nineteen young
militants. These cases are known. But
there are also hundreds, perhaps thous-
ands, of unknown persons--young school-
teachers, worker militants of the party
or the trade unions--who have been
arrested and sentenced, often to terms
of one to four years in prison. Maost
often they are sentenced for "crimes
committed against the USSRY or for
having "violated the law."

The trials take place in small towns.
They are secret; there is no publicity

at all. Although no statistics had been
given, the Czech minister of justice
nevertheless declared that in 1970 there
had been 1,800 trials. He expressed sat-
isfaction that severe sentences had been
given and that there was no appeal,

Husak intends to limit this repression (o
unknown persons and not to sentence
them explicitly for the views they ex-
pressed in 1968, But the assurance he
gave the French Communist party 1s
hypocritical. Skutina, Prchlik and
Lederer were clearly sentenced because
of their 1968 views

Today, the new wave of arrests (Nowv-
ember-January) is directed against those
[ call the "brains of the Prague ‘5pring“
—-against (Jaroslay) Sabata, (Milan)
Huebl, (Alfred) Cerny, members of the
Central Commitiee elected in August
1968; against the historians (Karel) Bar-
tosek and (Karel) Kaplan; against the
journalists (Karel) Kyncl and (Jiri)
Hochman; against people who had pre-
pared the Prague Spring belore Il?bE and
against those who participated in draft-
ing the major documents of 1968,

The aim of the projected trials i§ to
create fear, to break the opposition and
the resistance, On the other hand the
arrest of Valerio Ochetto and the ex-
pulsion of the journalist (Ferdi) Zidar*
were attempts to isolate the lC:echo;lo-
vak opposition from the outside world.

The way these trials work recalls those
of the 1950s. For a period varying bet-
ween six months and a year here is what
happens. First of all, the accused are
presented in the press as "revisionists, "
as "Zionists, " as "Trotskyists, " They

are called upon to make a self-criticism.
If they do, they are denounced as guilty.
If they do not, they are isolated and
sentenced.

An atmosphere aimed at discrediting
them is created. Some of them are
accused of being "Jews, " or else of
being "common thieves, " so that severe
penalties can be imposed. Then come
the trials--and at the same time the
Jregime tries to break the prisoners in
jail,

But these days it is very difficult to make
militants confess to things they did not
do. In the 1950s, the arrested Commun-
ISIS were not oppositionists--or only pot-
entially so, Today, they are real oppos-
itionists who mean to defend themselves
politically. Until now, the courts have
resented the trials as not being political
or ideolegical in nature, but as based
on "violations of the law. "

The leadership wants to bring to trial
and sentence Sabata, Huebl, and the
others as a test case--12 see how Czech-
oslovak and international opinion will
react.

If the reaction is not sufficient, if there
1§ no [oreign reaction, if the opposition
is not broken, then there is great fear
that the trials will continue and will
strike at those leaders of the Prague
Spring who have refused to make a seli-
criticism.

On the other hand, the present leadership
would rather not bring charges against
Dubcek, Smrkovsky, or Kriegel because
of their fear of international solidarity
and the fact that the prestige of the latter
might be increased.

1.0, Husak has had to retreat several
times. How did this come about? What
must be done today in the international
workers' movement to make him retreat
still more and release. the prisoners?

Pelikan. During the 1950s the whole
communist movement, except perhaps
the Trotskyists, accepted the trials, To-
day it is very different. A part of the
communist movement, if not the leader-
ship, no longer accepts the charges and
is rising against the trials, but oot openly
like you,

This is one reason why the repression
has been checked, Husak must reckon
with this intermational reaction, More-
over, if the Communist parties ask Husak
for assurances, it is because of pressure
from their ranks,

Today, this pressure must be increased
by all possible means--to explain that
the repression in Czechoslovakia is not
a mistake or a tragic misunderstanding,
but a logical consequence of the Stalin-
ist bureaucratic system.

To fight this bureaucratic system that
discredits socialism, solidarity is needed
--a solidarity that must extend to all
workers, the youth, and the progressive
intellectuals, Because the Prague Spring
was not just the business of intellectuals,
and the repression is not, as some may
think, directed only against intellectuals,
It touches very many ordinary youth and
workers.

[.0. What do you think of the idea of
rapidly putting together a commission

of inquiry that would allow for the per-
manent mobilization of the democratic
and workers' movements against the
normalization and could do everything

in its power to go to Moscow and Prague?

Pelikan, All forms of intervention are
positive and are appreciated in the coun-
try. Public positions are taken and there
are also personal interventions, Which
are most effective? Delegations o em-
bassies, solidarity meetings, articles in
the press are important. The idea ofa
commission of inquiry is also a good one,
because it symbolizes the stake the

First of all, such a commission should
not limit its concern 1o persecuted
communists, but should come to the
defense of all, except obvious fascists
and counterrevolutionaries, which also
exist in Eastern Europe,

The commission must be as broad as
possible, including communists, social-
ists, trade unionists, independents. It
?hm;:d extend itself to the international
evel.

Even if it can't go to Prague, information
on and histories of the persecuted must

be collected. During trialsi: should try
to send observers, find lawyers, cooper-
ate with other organizations like the
democratic jurists, Amnesty International

LR

I.O. In Paris on March 13 you spoke

of the possibility of forming an "infor-
mation centre.” What are the proposals
of the socialist opposition on this ques-
tion?

Pelikan, There is no great difference
between a commission of inquiry and
an information centre, because all these
initiatives move in the same direction:
except for the fact that an information
cenire would be more limited than a
commission of inquiry.

[.O. Where does the assembling ol
people against the normalization stand
on the European scale, especially in
[taly?

Pelitkan The initiatives taken in France
have not occuwrred in [taly: mainly
because of the particular position of the
[talian Comm unist :|~, But after il
elections it may be possible to fom a
support commitiee,

1.O. Do you have any special appeal
[0 address (o Lthe readers of [nlon ion
Cuvtieres and Jeune Revolutionn

who are proud of the lighi

waging in Frapce against the hor
ization?

Pelikan_ I would like to thank thq or
rades of Informatiais OQuvriere:

Jeune Revolutionnaire for thei:
_;}]i:dz'.'i_i‘:.' and for publicizing (l i
It is a2 moral encouragement fo '

us [0 see that comrades ari

in the problem. We hope t

continue o SUppPOort us

[ say this because we thinl

Slruﬁ,;fx 1gainst the n I
Crechoslovakia is not just the

business of the Czechoslovak people

but a part of thy orldwide struggle

[or sOoci1alism

Because the normalization i ;
A brake, nol only for Czechoslovakia,
but for the revolutionary movement in
other countries like France

We follow your struggle in the ame

spirit of solidarity and sympathy, and
we think that by struggling against
the normalization we are also partici-
pating in your struggle.

* Valerio QCI?-.L-HC, an employee of
[talian radio and television, was
ed last January 17 and accused of sery-
ing as liaison between Ciechoslovak
exiles and oppositionists inside the
country. He was expelled on February
5. Ferdi Zidar, a former editor of the
Italian Communist party newspaper
L'Unita and now secretary of the
International Organization of Journalists,
was expelled from Ciechoslovakia dur-
ing the first week of February.

arresi-




BY JON ROTHSCHILD

After several weeks of growing protests
by students and workers, Malagasy
President Philibert Tsiranana turned over
formal power to the army May 18, This
move was intended to head off a mass
mobilization that he had tried to drown
in blood only five days earlier,

On May 13 the "security forces" of the
Malagasy Republic (Madagascar) opened
fire on a student-led demonstration in

the capital city of Tananarive, More
than thirty marchers were killed; at

least 200 were wounded, and more than
400 were arrested. Immediately after the
shootings, President Philibert Tsiranana
declared a state of emergency and banned
all further street demonstrations.

But the Malagasy students, who. had
begun to draw other sectors of the pop-
ulation into struggle, refused to back
down, Despite the state of emergency,
mass actions continued for the next five
days. By May 15, the entire working
class of Tananarive was on strike. Strike
committees were organized; a wide range
of demands were formulated; the military,
police, and security forces were driven
off the streets by the sheer size of the
mobilizations, which sometimes included
p more than one-sixth the city's inhabitants.
Black Africa had begun its first May 1968,

Tsiranana, who generally writes off
internal discontent as the work of foreign
agents, blamed the whole thing on
"communists” of undisclosed origin. But
in reality, the latest wave of student

£ activism, and the popular upheaval
§ it sparked, grew out of deep social
problems that have become increasingly

generalized throughout Black Africa in
recent years,

Malagasy, the world's fourth largest
island, was officially annexed by France
in 1896, Previously, its strategic location
had made it the target of Portuguese,
Dutch, and British colonialism. Technol
ogical developments of the modern

have in no way reduced the island's
strategic importance, In the May 17 "New
York Times" C,L. Sulzberger noted:
"Madagascar dominates the Mozambique
channel off Africa's east coast and the
route of those enormous supertankers
which have been carrying Europe's oil
around the Cape of Good Hope ever since
‘the Suez Canal was closed five years ago.
Moreover, it is a strategic key to southern
Africa and the western and southern Indian
Ocean."

' During the early days of the twentieth
century, French colonial rule in Malagasy
was challenged only by relatively small
 nationalist movements, But the post

| WW II rise of the colonial revolution
had its impact on the country. In 1947,
the French armed forces put down a mass
‘popular revolt, Official French history
claims that 11,000 persons were killed
in the suppression of the rebellion, but
less biased sources put the figure at about
80,000 .

‘The country finally won formal inde -
ence in l%. But French clrnnlmtlmfm-mi
in the form of "cooperative accords"
signed at the time - continued. Under
the terms of these agreements, France
 today maintains 4, 200 troops on Malagasy
| temritory - including a Foreign Legion
,:gpfnm.n, 4 paratrooper regiment, and
ol air supp R ly, a small
val force was added. In addition, there
some two thousand French "technical

edly, the French forces protect
from the threat of foreign
although from where nobody
5. In reality, the Foreign Legion
the paratroopers stand as a reserve
should the Malagasy people attain
‘of militancy that outstrips the
wmt‘apnciﬂﬁ izgr?uu 4,000-strong
e pnny . 1, for example,
 French air transport played a l:mcialprole

.ﬁ"%mﬂns_ o rebellion in the

 The continued presence of the f

fAE - ormer
Wsl power has done the population
little good. The economy remains tied
to the t:?nnlisl market and is at the
 mercy of fluctuating prices of tropical
gricultural commodities. The result has
h 2 constantly rising cost of living and

, unemployment, The regime has
mph some economic agvzntagei

s

by cultivating close relations with the
apartheid government in South {\irlFa,
move toward which the population is
nearly universally hostile.

But the issue that triggered the student
actions of May is the government's
insistence on Gallicizing the country. The
development of African na tionalism has
led students to react against this. A
diploma from a French university, reg-
arded in the past asa valuable possession,
is today increasingly looked upon as d
badge of submission.

The attainment of formal inde pendence
has stimulated a desire on the part of the
masses to study their own history and
culture, revive their own language, and
dismantle the old-style colonial university
system, whose major achievement has
been the education of UN bureaucrats

who often leave the country seeking more
lucrative, pastures.

This "cultural nationalism" has tended to
merge with the broader issues of economic
and social domination of the country by
imperialism, and had linked itself to

the militancy of the trade-union and
peasant movements.

Not surprisingly, the regime views the
question of Malagasy history and culture
somewhat differently than does the
population, The ruling Parti Sociale
Democrate (PSD - Social Democratic
party) was created with the assistance

of members of the Section Francaise de
|'Internationale Ouvriere ( French Section
of the Workers' (Second) International),
Laurent Botokeky, the minister of cultural
affairs who was forced to resign May 15
by the student demonstrations, once
declared:

"We have resolutely opted for French

parive went on strike o

in Tana
students 1o e students

Thi
support the medical students.
remained on strike April 24-30,
the first week of May some street demon-

strations were organized.

On May 12, the government declared all
high schools and universities closed :mq
arrested the members of the student strike
committee, The May 13 action was OTg-
anized td demand the release of the arr-
ested leaders,

Two central features distinguished the
student upsurge from past mobilizations.
The supposedly leftist, legal opposition
party AKFM (Antoko Kongresin'ny
Fahaleovantenan'i Madagasikara - party
of the Congress of Madagascar Inde pend-
ence) was completely bypassed. An
AKFM statement issued April 27 wamed
the students against "political forces
that don't dare reveal their names but
push the youth into actions against their
own interests. " This "warning" from the
traditional oppositional safety valve was
ignored.

still more important, the student actions
began to draw support from the unions.

On the morning of May 13, the 30, 000-
member Firaisan'ny Dendika eran'i
Madagaskara (FISEMA - Madagascar Labor
Union Federation) passed a motion support-
ing the student demands,

The students' refusal to stop demonstrating
soon forced the government to make
certain concessions. On May 15, twelve
of the students arrested two days previously
were provisionally released. Several thous-
and persons assembled at the Place de I'
Hotel-de-Ville to greet them.

Funeral hymns for the May 13 dead were
sung, and the meeting soon turned into

culture, and I can assure you of our youth's another antigovernment demonstration,
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{’Jclbu:e above shows General Ramanantsoa.

€ have suspended our World Revolution briefs this issue ow spa

. : H

publication of two larger items of particular interest. One,o dl:iling wffh f{?lrclhc

strike wave in Quebec, appears on Page 14. The other
lar format with the next issue.

return to our re

great attachment to this culture,"

But Botokeky forgot to assure his youth
According to the Paris daily "Le Monde"
two of the most popular slogans during :
Lh'e May 13 demonstration were "Cooper-
?'Lwe accords: Slavery accords' " and
French language: Language of slavery! "

The events leading to the May 13

- 19
explosion began in January, h!rfhen the
Befelatanana school of medicine was
paralyzed by a stpdent strike. The regime
closed the school in March, but when it

reopened in April, the students walked owm

again, On April 19 the i
! government diss-
uﬁed the association of medical stud:'nu

On April 24, university and high-school

appears on this page. We

Workers from both the publi i
sectors stopped work inprl::splocru?:fep?:aw
f:ﬁeal\{rom the unioas; many joined the
the‘:- 2 irtually all shops were closed, and
! adio emp?oyces occupied the station
0 declare their support for the students,

The ‘crowd swelled to about 50, 000 and
mna:c;:md to the presidential pail.;cc:
Thre 1c_enlral dcn-f‘ands were advanced:
Malagasiation of the pimons Cre
e educ rste
and the dissolution of the ;el:)onrl‘;]lcs:smml
Secu:my Forces (RSF), which wer I:-
ponsible for the May 13 Shi.‘olil'ls,sc i

The government s

urroun
racks with tanks, but m‘:idecdl
break up the rally,

the RSF bar-
10 attempt to

and during ation of Cultural Affairs

Tsiranana agreed to me| b
ation of students, anuuuente:ith

ky, and promised to con
m.‘:nd for Malagnsha!imfegzg
portantly, he agreed to mleue
dents who had been arresteq’ on

Far from pacifying the

release gave hya sgecundm:}':dme
dawn until 8:00 p.m., when
students arrived in the capital
patiently awaited their arriya], o
and organisation of the student
many observers in ']'a.:l::na‘.l"ets ol
the freed prisoners ﬁmuy ilTi.‘ L
silent, solemn march ‘-IUOH@M
ital was held. The new Cultmu:l

ional educational confe,
r_he.sl.udcnts would e'lec:?i:f: -
police stayed quietly in the ﬁ‘::f:

On the moming of Ma

13 dead were bguried, {h:'?s,tn:' o
a new step forward. -rh.l‘ﬂuﬁoug“
morning and into the afternoon
crowds - now, in their majority
- paraded through the capital h
ral strike continued, and the w :
began raising economic and socis|
mands: a rise in the minimum wz
firing of the minister of labour, 2
ral reorganisation of the gwen;m

As the crowds marched dow;

Avenue, long discussions wenrehg:
held in the Glacier Hotel, where
tes to a new nationwide strike co
were being elected. Malagasy u
presently have no national leade
organ, so the workers were in the
of building their own.

At the same time, students were
a national conference on the edy
system. The "forces of order" were!
where to be seen. General Gilles

mahazo, who had been appointed
governor of Tanaharive the day bel
stool quietly, alone, observing

nstrations.

According to Le Monde, there were
confirmed reports that disturbances
also broken out of other towns,
On May 18, the Tsiranana governmest
fell. The president, while he did oot
personally resign, turned over all
to General Gabriel Ramanantsoa
chief of staff, instructing him to
the country and form a new gover

Ramanantsoa, according toa Ma
Associated Press dispatch from
'was wildy acclaimed by the cro
has been almost constantly in the
since Saturday (May 13)," The
of state said the leadership change
been necessitated by "the critical Sits
ation in the country," and told the
strators: "First of all, I will be €0
with economic and social matters,
above all the poorest people, Ino
army, tradition is that we take
the privates first and then the offi
We'll take care of the masses fifsty
poorest above all",

The rhetoric no doubt accounts fort

"wild acclaim, " But just after RAMSEH
tsoa's speech, strike leaders mOUBE
platform and presented him with &
demands: that Tsiranana formally
his post, that a new cabinet be [0
that democracy be extended, 3
Malagasy culture be given predom

over French culture.

It is too early to tell exactly Wk

the effect of the mass mobilisatic
government's policy in com
But no group of " progressive’
pointed by Tsirana will be able 9
with the central secial questions
have been raised. '"France cede
pendence to Madagascar under il
sure of the freedom strugglé of all 8
one striking student told li:‘e Fren
Le Monde. ""Madagascar did not
Tull Independence, and France W
to impose conditions that are e
today in the cooperative accords

we are demanding a new indepes

his "new ind€

The struggle for t
e e former

is in the wind in all thi

colonies in Black Africa, ThE
workers and students have ﬂ“’w’;
new struggle may well be wage

use of one last French imports
1968,




