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The relationship between labour and cap-
jtal and the role it plays in this society
has, in the last couple of months been
brought to the centre of atteation in
Australian political, social and economic
life. The mass media daily tells us of
some new strike where workers, defying
their employers, the government, and
quite often their own union officials, are
holding "the public to ransom" and

. creating a situation where the press is
forced to ask: "Who is munning the coun-
. fry; the govemment or the unions?"

But it cannot be said that the rising mil-

b itancy is merely a reflection of the act-

; ivities of a small minority who are in
isolation from the 'average worker', as
‘the bourgeois press would have us believe.
3 It is 2 genuine expression of the masses

b of Australian workers reacting to certain
social and economic conditions imposed

: them by a system that puts profits

b m human needs. The recent upsurge
| in combativity of the Australian working
b “elass, something that has been building
up over the past two years, cannot be

i abstracted from the worldwide economic
’i and political situation.

|

THE WORLDWIDE
ECONOMIC CRISIS

i The last few years have seen a series of
: economic crises, so-called 'recessions’
i and 'credit squeezes', in the majority of
l_ the capitalist countries. These periodic
crises in the imperialist economy, mark-
ed by galloping inflation, increasing un-
employment and now a breakdown in
international monetary exchange, are the
staxt of a decisive downswing in the cap-
italist world economy, a downswing that
threatens to develop into a generalized
world depression. This follows a quarter
of a century of industrial boom for world
capitalism, a boom sustained by large
anmaments and other govemment expend-
iture (producing in the United States for
instance, a deficit of 10.7 billion dollars
in 1970) and barbaric plundering of the
underdeveloped world by the imperialist
poviers.
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However, with the higher costs of raw

i materials in the colonial world and the
intensification of inter-imperialist com-

petition, the US has taken economic

_ MmEasures dgainst the rest of the capitalist

-l world. ©Of particular concern to Australia

'

'

is the effect that these measures will have
on one of our largest trade customers,
Japan, on thi verge of a recession. The

only course ot action for the Australian
ruling class to maintain its profit rate will
be the same as that of its intemational
big brothers- a direct attack on the living
standards of the working class.(For a fuller
analysis of the world economic crisis and
its effects on Australia read "The Downfall
of the Dollar" ‘b}r Emest Mandel and the
"The Employers' Offensive" by Sol Salby
(Direct Action No. 10)

With the economic boom experienced for
the last twenty odd years, the capitalists
in the advanced industrial countries have
been able to 'buy off' to a large extent,
their respective working classes, producing
the quiescence and political inactivity of
the workers that typified the fifties and
early sixties. The changed political
climate in the world, with the successes
of the colonial revolution and the mass
radicalization of people in the imperialist
countries in defence of these revolutions,
combined with the long period of comp-
arative full employment and high standard
of living, make a working class that isn't
going to stand still when threatened with
uncontrollable inflation, wage freezing
and an unemployment rate that is judged
in conservative quarters to put about 140
thousand out of work by early next year.
And these figures do not take into account
the hidden unemployment of women, for
instance, who in this period won't bother
locking for work.

THE RECENT
STRIKE WAVE

Strikes in the last two years have left virt-
ually no industry in Australia untouched.
15970 had, according to the Commonwealth
Bureau of Census and Statistics, just under
two million work days lost through indust-
rial actions, the largest volume of strikes
for decades. The period had been marked
by increasing militancy on the part of the
rank and file unionists; a militancy that
threatens to surpass any union officialdom
that does not respond to it correctly. A
dramatic indication of the willingness of
the working class at present to engage in
strike action is the increase in so-called
‘wild-cat' strikes. This demonstrates the
frustration at the cCOompromising manoeu-
vres of many of the union 'leaderships’ in
the face of a vigorous attack on the part
of the employers against the trade union
movement and the constant erosion of the

S g oY
workers' standard of living through infla
tion. '

Infl afion added to the shortage of overti
{on which a high living

standa l.'l.! ol man
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Australian workeys is based) has meant a
continuous resort to strike action. During
the early part of this period the working
class was also attempting to receive some
chare of the unprecedented profits that
come from the mining boom.

One 'wild-cat' strike that made front-page
headlines and sparked off « furious react-
jon on the part of the employers, their
news media, government and 'labour
lieutenants' was the strike by guards on
Sydney's electric passenger trains. On
September 22 of this year, fifty guards at
one suburban depot walked off the job
demanding an extra $1.60 per week that
was granted to guards on goods trains in
1968: They were quickly joined by about

300 more - depots throughout the Sydney
metropol area. The strike effectively
halted 90%  Sydney's train services for

three days. The bureaucrats of the Aust-
ralian Railways Union quickly disowned"
the strikers and sided with the Govemment
and other right-wing forces in dencuncing
them. The strike itself was a genuine
reflection of the feelings of the masses of
workers in a time when there 1s a concert-
ed attempt by the employers and their
government to effectively freeze wages
and bring the unions under their direct
control. With this in mind the spontaneity
and defiance of the strike should be app-
lauded along with the strikers' initiative
but the limitations of such a strike and
this strike in particular, should be exam-
ined closely. Firstly, the failure of the
rank and file militants to develop any
vigorous altermnative leadership in the face
of the sell-out by the union officials. A
real leadership could have given direction
to the struggle and most importantly in
this case, given the 'not-so-at-large'
public some indication of what exactly
was going on in the public transport sys-
temn, what inflation actually is, what it
means to the working man and woman
and what part the guards demands had to
do with all this. The only ones who were
doing any talking during those three days
were the bourgeoisie and their friends in
the state offices of the ARU. The need
for workers, particularly in the service
industries, to carefully explain to the
public what their position is and get them
on side, should not be underestimated.

Furthermore, the inability of the guards
to organize themselves whereby they
could take an active part in the function-
ing of the strike, through pickets, leaf-
leting of other workers etc., was a serious
let-down from the point of keeping up
morale. These factors combined with the
amount of politicization of the workers
attained in the struggle, as reflected in
their demands, are the basic criteria in
assessing the success of a strike from a
revolutionary stand-point, along with
whether the strike was won or lost and how
much it hurt the ruling class and its allies.

The strike of the railway guards can be
contrasted with that of building and con-
struction workers in NSW and Victoria

and government bus drivers in Sydney, in
recent times. The degree of on-the-job
organization and demands for basic job
control by the workers, especially on the
issue of safety, attdined by builders' lab-
ourers' for instance, is inspirational for
other sections of the working class. The
action of builders' labourers' pickets in
recent strikes in assuring that scabs did
not work on sites declared black( and if
they did their work was demolished by
strikers) are highlights of the recent up-
surge and should be followed by other
sections of the working class in the period
ahead. The militancy of the building
workers has forced the le idership to a "
limited extent to be responsive to the rank
ind file demands. If it wasn't.
high degree of job organization on the
part of the rank and f|1¢_-, 1t would not

take them very long to find one
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Atlantean buses without
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o diversion:
it obscures and clouds the real political

issues of the struggles workers

iR iI€ engaged

"For example, in the Atlantean dismys
the CPA sees the issue as one of safis
and the need for bus workers to h “‘7*?_
trol of safety conditions on

ive con.
(Struggle at UCS by Ken CWP!f'ObI::] b
Press Oct. 7 p7) It's a pity thay iam .
Press see so little importance iy the de. |
mand for workers' control. [n the T:llt.n[

the Sydney bus drivers the
of the right of workers to c:;]tt:;: ﬁniﬁm
job situation, particularly the ﬂspecltr
Suf_c_-t}r. was central to the stmggle n,n:f
was an expression of the bus Workers'
needs. [t was qualitively 4 much m
political demand to say, that of them '
ly economic demands put forward b p“t}:-
railway guards. It was one that cou!ird
draw a lot of support from other secto

of the work force and public genemll“
as they are the ones who would have :F;
travel in unsafe buses due to g system
that puts profit rates above public safety

Labour Press consciously ignores this ex- g
tremely important aspect of the dispute -
and only sees it in terms of the right to a
job. This (from the viewpoint of the bus
workers) was not in question here ac the %
total effect would have been to hire fewer %
workers than to fire existing ones. The I
bus workers were objecting to the intens-
ification of labour and the resulting saf

loss. However, the demand for the right

to employment as a right that everyone 2
should have achieves real political signif-
icance when coupled with a demand that

the working week be reduced without log

of pay so that the existing work can be
shared amongst everyone. Along with y
the demand for job control this is a formuli
around which workers can be mobilizedin
a united way, and which can gain mag

sympathy and put the capitalists on the
defensive.

THE RULING
CLASS-

WITH A LITTLE
HELP FROM
ITS FRIENDS

Immediately after the Sydney train
strike, the Liberal Party, inflated with
confidence in not only having crushed
the strike but in also gaining the support
of the right wing of the parliamentary
Labor Party in doing so, introduced intd
the NSW Legislative Assembly (it has
since been endorsed by the Liberal
Parties of Victoria and Queensland) the
"Industrial Arbitration (Ammendment)
Bill, "' the intent of which is to force ]
unions into conducting a secret ballot o ¥
their members before any planned sirike =8
action, if so demanded by the employesiss
the government, the union officials or
the unionists themselves. If strike acti™s

is taken without taking a ballot under

such circumstances it will be gdeemed =
"illegal" and the union will be liable to- =
heavy fines and possible deregiﬂﬁ‘ﬁm'
The NSW Chief Secretary, Mr. Wil
in debating the bill in State parliamﬂﬂ'--_‘-
spoke of fines and jailing for individusiusss
unionists engaged in such action. :"-_ g
is apparently to cover the “u.r't|‘.'-'1'n="-'l-'1="'I ‘;‘;
strike action not mentioned in the ]::ni]]r_ %
This is a blatant attempt by the mlil![.';
class to completely undermine working -

class organization and rob it of its ‘Er
aneity, militancy and solidarity SUSSES
only weapon the strike. y

The leader of the state parliamentasy "i
Labor Party, Mr. Pat Hills, denmﬂcm‘.-l;rg;
the FJ”'.&'.!*P-' strike said ”] dam mnﬂ 'ﬁ"’ k-
trubed at the effects of these suddﬂﬂl
sporadic stoppages which have been =3
occurring in the railways Hﬂfntw"”
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Two of Hill's big brothers,
lam, the leader of the Federal O
and Clyde Cameron, his shadow t e
for Labour, have put forward wha 1d bes
think the role of trade unions shotLA% 2o
They came out in the open o8 wjnd stri
llwith their policy for attaining -

edee. "

eard-of "Cameron Proposals, "' which.
basically provide for the restructuring of

the arbitration laws so that employersand

employees can enter into negotiations
and come to an agreement regarding
wages and conditions that would be in
force for a period of limited duration at
the end of which new negotiations could
take place.

ments "voluntarily'" and therefore either

party who breaks such an agreement would

be justly fined.

The Camerpn Proposals in their original
form were rejected by the Federal Confer-
ence of the ALP meeting in Launceston.
References to penalties for strikers were
removed as a result of pressure from
militant unions. Not being concemned
about the conference decision, Cameron
repeated his suggestions for penalties in
an industrial relations conference in
Brisbane early in October.

While launching their mid-term election
campaign Whitlam and Cameron revived
the proposals, advocating $20 fines for
individual unionists. This went against
the conference decision and the federal
parliamentary Labor Party and the unions
immediately jumped on them.

This fightback by the left of the labour
movement is a result of the real contra-
dictions in the role that Whitlam sees

for the labour movement. The attempt to
stifle the militancy of the workers and

to divert it into the traditional paths of
electoralism, parliamentary negotiations
and rotten compromises lead the workers
to feel that they have lost control of

their own Organisations.

The workers feel that from instruments
for defending the interests of the mass of
working people, these bodies have been
transformed into instruments exclusively
for the defence of the bureaucratic
apparatuses themselves.

Wild-cat strikes break out and by-pass

the union leaderships and sharp different-
iations appear within their ranks. The
'rebel' unions in Victoria to some extent
reflect this process and threaten to develop
into a non-compromising political

force responding directly to the rank and
file workers.

However, the bureaucratic union apparat-
uses cannot fail to be alert to this devel-
opment which involves numerous dangers
for them. The union bureaucrats are not

servants of capitalism out of conviction
or idealism. In order to defend their
privileges and the positions they hold
within the "democratic' bourgeois state,
they must have leeway to blackmail the
capitalists, which is the function of

the power of their organizations and the
ability to canalize the militancy _a:-f
important working-class forces. When
the union bureaucrats lose this power and
ability, their usefulness in the eyes of
the capitalists vanishes and concurrently
their privileges are threatened.

Consequently, it was inevitable that
the bureaucratic apparatuses themselves
would be stirreu to action by the new
militancy. That the ultimate goal of
their response was to regain control of

4 movement which threatened to slip
out of their hands is unquestionable.

In this light we can see the election of
Hawke to the Presidency of the A.C.T.U.
and his experiments as an attempt to
adapt to the combative spirit among
workers. But this in tum increases the
self-confidence of the working class

The whole ethic behind this
is that both parties enter into such agree-

class is politically on the run. The inter-

Mr. Whitlam endorsed the much-

and makes retreats more difficult

Alter successful action over retail price
maintenance it is hardly easy to agree
to limitations on the strike weapon by
which t his success was achieved.

Thus, a new dialectical relation between
a spantaneocus or autonomous mass move-
ment and the mass organizations under
bureaucratic leadership is opening up.

In its dynamics, this development is more
fayourable to the outbreak and widening
of struggles than to the pure and simple
bureaucratic suppression that prevailed
before.

It leads to a polarization within the
labour movement as forces line up opting
for the Whitlamite capitulationist
policies or the oppositional and defensive
strategy of the Socialist Leit of the ALF.

The outcome of the whole process will
be determined by the ability of an effect-
ive altemative leadership to build a mass
base and take the offensive around tran-
sitional demands that increasingly under-
mine the very foundations of the capital-
ist system. In this light the sort of
offensive strategy around the demands

for job control is cbvicusly of primary
importance.

THE FUTURE AND
THE STRUGGLE FOR
TRANSITIONAL
DEMANDS

The late sixties and seventies (unlike the
fifties when the cold war was at a peak
and tracking down communists was a
popular sport) have been times of radical-
isation of large masses of people. It
began with the youth and students who
rose in the defence of the colonial revol-
ution, particularly Viemam, and spread
to other sectors of the population. The
present period is one when the ruling

itrariness of the bosses must, in these con-
ditions, provoke a counterattack by the
most combative workers against the very
nature of capitalist relationships, this is,
the right of capital to command men and
machines.

Any economic movement, even the most
democratic, with the greatest rank-and-
file initiative, the most independent of
the traditional apparatuses, which limits
itself to demanding only "higher wages
and shorter hours, "' will ultimately be
sbsorbed. As May 1968 instence showed

once again, when their power is itself
directly threatened, capitalists are ready 1
to meet any immediate demand, lnmow- ;
ing full well that thiey will be able to

take back with one hand what they have
given with the other, as long as the:
retain control of their state
pl:f"r‘n:fl'.

The only guarantee against the bourgeoisie
being able to ride out the current wave

of strikes, therefore, is represented by
transitional demands, which, by

nature,

are inassimilable by the capitalist system.
vt ¢ . : L "
>uch demands cannot be absorbed by cap-
italism because they préevent the "normal"
1LIE"I1'T|:..'T|I‘:'I-.:: \.'! !":.-_' 5--r-_'=1'-.r. i '-.':.“."-.'"'1-.: I:'|:_a_
cause they challenge capitalist relaticns
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POLITICAL BATTLE
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back onto the agenda, likewise the strike 1ely as the culmination of k_x_:rf_i_urm:ut

waves that have rocked Europe in the last 11 It i revolut-

few years have given impetus to the work- L T

ers around the world. The strike hen

Australia in 1969 over the penal power [ts objectives are to throv e enemy off
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like the one exgending from 1930 to 1970, ing them economically and politically.

evervthing involving the organization of Its aim is to win the minds of the popular }

work necessarily assumes greater import- masses to the

' relatively full

trugele for socialism
ance for workers

employment.

PRT All of these objectives are preconditions
for a victorious revolutionary struggle to
overthrow the bourgeois state. Without

a strategic design of this sort and without
its systematic, conscious, and organized
application, no victory over capital in

a highly industrialized country is possible.
When we speak of building a revolutionary
transitional program, it is such a strategic
design that we have in mind.

The whole climate of "antiauthontanan
confrontation” created by the revolutionary
student movement has made the authority
of the boss seem all the more odious as
the level of education of the working class
has progressively risen (especially as a
result of the introduction of increasingly
complicated machinery demanding more
and more skilled manpower).

Thus, building a revolutonary party,
Every change in the economic cycle, how- iﬂfr‘“fif‘_s the J}’tf’nﬂm‘r'hﬂi?d ﬁ?iﬂﬂﬂw 3
ever moderate, every reappearance of C'_f the m{-‘-ls oty EHI:ETI-' eigh § mi%in 4
unemployment, every increase in the arb- working-class combativity, an g .

the level of consciocusness of the pro-
letariat are mutually enriching and
interlocking forms of struggle.

There is no altemative to combining
these forms except faith in improvisation
and the unconscious; that is, faith in
miracles. The Trotskyist movement
prefers to work at building the revolut-
ionary party (of which the present
cections of the Fourth Intemational

will be only one of the foundation stones)
rather than abandon itself to such an
irrational and illusory faith.
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CHRIS GRAHAM

When analysing these actions it 15
essential that we use the term "anb-
racist” carefully. For it is important
that the emerging Aboriginal and Niugini
campaigns are viewed differently than in
the purely "anti-racist” light of the cam-
paign against the Springbok tours. For
while people may be initially sympathetic
to the strugcles because of anti-racist
sentiments, the struggles themselves are
more than anti-racist in character. The
Aboriginal struggle is the struggle of an

ssed national minority and the
Niugini struggle is directly against
impernialist exploitation and for se -
determination.

actions, the CPA :artemptcgi to compen-
sate by advocating a combined anDi-
war/anti-racist action on Dgcemberrl{\,
to get a sizeable demonstration. This
entirely contradicts their valid clr;um :
that racism is a potent issue and is 1J11|.1.x'I
a tacit admission of the affinity groups
inability to build separate mass move=
ments around Niugini and aboriginals.

Now racism is certainly part of the
ideology of imperialism but this alone
does not justify an amalgam with anti-
war demands becaunse this presupposes an
already present level of consciousness
which is aware of the need to act around
all of the issues involved, and that sees

that the issues are linked and can be

So the tendency that some sections of
the left had to try to combine the cam-
paign against the Springbok tours into 3
campaign against racism in gf{mral with
everything from Niugini to police
harassment of Redfern Aboriginals as the
jssues, is a serious mistake and could
‘only have led to the limitation of these
separate issues, both in their political
development and in their mass

combatted collectively. This will auto-
matically limit the potential size of the
movement. But apart from this, it is
wrong to see the link as simply racism:
it is capitalism itself that causes wars,
racism and exploitation.

So the CPA's advocacy of a demonstrat-
ion on December 3 around the apartheid,
Niuguini and aboriginal issues, would
also be disastrous.

The CPA fails to

realise that multi-issue demonstrations

Although the anti-apartheid movement
succeeded in ending the cricket tour,
the speed in which this occurred and
spectacular events like the Cueensland
state of emergency, and the subsequent
strikes and occupations led - or rather
‘misled - tendencies such as the CPA to
exaggerate the campaign's success. By
~ counterposing reality to the CPA's
myths expressed in Tribune's editorial
- -of September 15, more rational per-
spectives can be arrived at:

Myth 1: That "the successful combination
of mass action and 'advanced militant
tactics'” stopped the cricket tour.

~ Reality: Mass action and noisy disruption
alone would have stopped the tour.

. YAdvanced militant tactics", i.e., smoke

‘bombs, climbing fences and needless
mass amests were thus not only futile,
‘but 2 hindrance to mass action.

- Myth 2: That these tactics radicalised

- Reality: The repressive penalties imposed
on those concerned will deter them from

1 ~ /demonstrating again. Witness the appeals

~in Tribune for money for Communist

——

" Party members arrested.

0 Myth 3: That the affinity groups effect-

ively organised the campaign.

§°  Reality: The demonstrations almost

" totally consisted of youth. The minimal

 worker participation was because the
.~ AAM mistakenly thought that Hawke's

~boycott call would mobilise workers,
~ @nd failed to follow this up by recruiting

§ menk and file workers. This was due to

ﬁhﬁi: inability to build 2 mass movement.
ﬁ}' Tejecting the perspective of centralised

| co-ordination of mass initiative to

' mobilize and express dissent coherently,

i 8 ~ the AAM's actions inevitably relied on
. spontaneist and individualist tactics

- which, apart from the resultant repres-
sion of those concerned, were counter-
productive to building 2 mass movement.
The bourgeois press was in fact the main
organiser of the actions with their mas-

. sive publicity.

Recognising this inability to build mas:s
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are essentially hard core demonstrations.
Moreover, the necessity to build mass
movements around aboriginals and
Niugini cannot be compromised. Linkin
them with the anti-war movement would
be doing both movements a great dis-

service.

To help end the oppression of aboriginals
and the Niugini people, we must build
mass movements around separate issues
with specific demands. Aboriginals and
Niugini are two such issues, so1 shall
consider them separately.

NIUGINI

&

Firstly, Niugini as dlrgady pointed out, is
a struggle against imperialist domination.

The struggle must therefore take extra-

parliamentary {orms as neither the Liberal
nor Labor parties wish to end exploitation

in Niugini.

Secondly, the Niugini people themselves

must have thé right to determine their
own future. The demand for seli-

determination should be popularised by the

movement heré. A consistent struggle

against imperialism will lead to socialist

solutions and this is the logic of the
struggle in Niugini.

Niugini is Australia's Vietnam. Temit-

orially, it is a buffer state between Au
tralia and Asia. Economically, it
provides cash crops, cheap labour,

e

attraction to foreign capital and an out-
let for Australian capitalism to expand.

Out of 18 million acres of arable land,
Niuginians own only 6, 000,
production, Europeans control 73. 5%

copra, 74% of cocoa, 54.5% of coffee

99.4% of rubber, 305¢ of rice and 909 of

peanuts.

In cash crop
of

To maintain this exploitation, Australia

“westermises” Niuginian institutions to

deprive the people of any sense of
identity. The present | iberal re gime
1-1\1-‘_]'-,' refuses inde P ndenc y by forcq
necessary. IThe ALP however, advac
a morc "advanced” form of ’-‘-”i"' riuli

45 distinct Lrom colonialism It

Aboye: To Lulupa is congratulated by Mataun -
g4an patron
Ms Oscar Tammue, MHA (Kokopo), after being elected
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ANTI-RACIST ACTION

political independence, but mtaim‘ i
economic control, for a "united" Niugini
would greatly facilitate trade and foreign
investment.

Both a Liberal and a Labor government
would send troops to Niugini if necessary.
Perhaps the first target for such inter-
vention would be the Mataungan Assoc-
1ation.

The Mataungan Asscciation

Formed in 1969 to protect Tolal interests
on the Gazelle Peninsula from foreign
control, the Association is an altemate
administration to the colonialist "multi-
racial” council, set up in 1967 to
forcibly integrate the Tolai villagers
into the Australian and Chinese town
councils, thus depriving them of their
land and their Tolai Cocoa Project. As
a result, out of 47 village council wards
in 1967, only 19 remain: the council has
expropriated 40% of Tolai land and has
allowed foreign capital to take over the
Tolai Cocoa Project, ignoring Tolai
demands for a referendum.

This necessitated direct action. In 1969
the Tolais organised a demonstration of
6,000 people. It boycotted the 1969
council elections so that out of 33, 688
voters, only 6,720 voted. In May of
this year, it occupied the Tolai Cocoa
Project after being refused $625, 000
compensation. Colonialism has a big
stake in the Project; its 27 fermentaries
are worth $900, 000 each and can be
sold to the highest colonialist bidder.

The formation of the Mataungan Local
Govemment Council tc combat Australian
"interests" in New Britain, is an effort to
bring the struggle for liberation against an
exploitative class to a head, through the
formation of a political party that will
directly oppose the administrative
apparatus - the Gazelle Local Government
Council.

The present struggle by the Mataungan
Association, Mataungan supporters and
the Mataungan Council is the struggle of
the Gazelle people against the system
that supports exploitation and oppression,
conducted through the individual, against
the major interests of the masses.

The Gazelle Council perpetuates all that

follows in the capitalist wake - inequality,

unemployment, poverty, low wages,
inadequate facilities, low living standards
and police repression.

The Mataungan Council is a step towards
economic and political equality for the
Tolai people. It will operate in direct
opposition to the legally constituted
Gazelle Council as a "private local gov-
emment council", and will continue to
do 5o until eventual self- government or
independence. A Ithough it has no legal
power under the Local Government
Ordinance, it has the support of the Tolai
people and is expected to contest the
House of Assembly elections in 1972.

Beniona To Lulupa of Davaon villa
the L'.-l—..=p._'.
Lirst preside
He stated
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they will be - for our own people

"My role is to lead the Tolaj o
their struggle against the Au;h?:l‘;f;!..
Govemment 5o as to get what we o
with eventual self-govemment
To Lulupa, a member of the Mataunes
Executive, won the presidency from F
To Urami and Joel To Gita. He has b
a member of the Mataungan Associatite B
since 1363 because he realised that thm'
Administration was ﬂﬂthEIping the - 8
or raising their living standard in thﬁe ple
villages.

The Council now faces many ob et
in its efforts to assist the Tn}rai pﬁﬁ? .
with various projects, such as building ! %
schools, improving health and raising the
living standard. 2

¥ &
The recent killing of Commissioner
Emmanuel has been the pretext for eves
worse repression. Raids on Tolai
indiscriminate arrests of 20 people for &
murder, using shotguns on unarmed Tokk
and finally seizing Mataungan files g @
show the extent to which colonialismwill
go to suppress peoples' right to self
determination.

The Mataungans retaliated by refusingfi
pay taxes or obey the council. This led®
to 200 of them being summonsed and 5;;
their leaders gaoled. However, the =
Tolais' determination not to give i,

ha
led to the release of those gaoled, ek
ing Oscar Tammur, a member of the ==
House of Assembly and the Associatioa’s™ =
patron, when fines were paid anonymosf
¥

£
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Demonstrations in Australia

Two demonstrations, jointly organised &
SYA and calling for solidarity with th‘-‘
Tolais and for immediate self- determiss
ion for Niugini, were held ia Sydney ass
Melboume recently. Forty people held R
rally in Sydney, after which they marcss
to the GPO to send telegrams to the =

Mataungan Association and to the Ad
istration in Niugini. A

-
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After the Sydney demonstration, 4 ..,'-
Papua New Guinea Committee was "'
to explain the nature of Australian in %i _
ialism and the Niugini people's suggiess
for self-determination, and to build 4 ‘}-
mass movement in solidarity Wi}hﬂ.’
struggle. A newsletter will be issued N
shortly and a teach-in organised fof =8
December 5, with the hope of inviting -
Tolai leaders to speak. i

In Melboumne, the Free Niugini ASOSESE
organised about 80 people in 4 miltas
demonstration of solidarity with the &
leaders of the Mataungan A ssociation:
marched via Conzinc Rio Tinto for a°
rally there - to point out CRT's cox
exploitation of the lands and PenPI
Bougainville, then to the Departme
External Territories, finally to the fs
Square for mass leafletting and a [I.I__
Il il"r‘ .

This demonstration was the it *
ful activity by the Free Nuiginl cod
for some time. Established under
impetus of the Bougainville events 1—
last year, until now only a h:l‘“d-{“l "Ir N
people part h;i-[-.ﬁ.l_,!:-d both within L ._

sydney October 8. (Tribune Photo)
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coalition and in its rallies.

Hopefully, with this demonstration, the
shallow base of the coalition can broaden
itself - so that the next meeting will nuean
more participation from organisations and
independents.

ABORIGINALS

Oppressed le must themselves struggle
against thgc;l;:pressinn. They cannot I?e
freed by proxy. In the case of the aborig-
inals as an oppressed minority, this is so,
and what can be done by white people in
this country must take the form of
solidarity activity, but cannotsubstitute
for the strugglé of the aboriginals them-
selves. We should support attempts to
form independent political organisations
of aboriginals to struggle around their
own demands, such as the demand for

land rights.

We can support these demands by building
a mass movement to publicise them and to
help force the government to agree to
them.

On December 3, a "March Against Racism"
will assemble at Chifley Square to demand:

I. Immediate recognition of all land
rights claims to all aboriginal groups
claiming traditional land, and full and
{mmediate compensation to all aboriginals
for land seized since 1788;

2. End police repression of Redfem
aboriginals;

3. Immediate repeal of the Queensland
Aboriginals and Torres Strait Islanders
Act and all other discriminating laws re-
garding aboriginals.

Gurindji Land Rights

The Gurindji struggle at Wattie Creek is
the cause celebre of land rights claims
throughout Australia. They have resisted
all attempts to make them retum to
Vesteys Waye Hill cattle station where
they previously worked as stockmen for
cne fifth of white man’s wages, and have
established their own independent settlc::h
ment. This year they set up & store whi
sells $400 worth of goods a week, a:;ieln
eneral have proved they can man
tghci.r own affal:i‘:-sn in spite of the obstacles
thrown in their way by Vesteys and the
Liberal CGovemment.

Vesteys is an international meat corporation
with holdings in 20 countries. It owns the
Blue Star shipping line, W. Angliss & Co.
and Villawool, to name a few ul'_iti 123
subsidiaries (not to mention the Liberal
Govermm ent).

By 1916 Vesteys had bought up ‘35:fm
square miles in Northern Australia for 53
cents per square mile, actually attempt=
ing to bribe the Administration with ’
£20,000 to withdraw another company s
Above top: Land rights
Melboume , December 1
Abovye: Land rights

ﬂ%mtﬂdu C
Yemonstration cutside N
Assembly, Damwin, October 1970. i o)

expiring lease in favour of Vesteys.

But the people most affected by Vesteys
deals are the 2,000 ahoriginal stockmen.
most of whom work for Vesteys. In 1966
the Arbitration Court ruled that their
wages be equalised with white wages
within three years. But, they left Vesteys
a loophole by introducing a "slow worker"
clause - which Vesteys applied to all their
stockmen. Consequently the Gurindjis
walked off Wave Hill, and laid claim to
their traditional land at Wattie Creek,
where they have been ever since.

In 1970 the Gurindji campaign began
agitating in Sydney for land rights. The
Gurindji case is a test case which if
granted, will mean the granting of land
rights elsewhere.

Police Repression in Redfern

There is a growing movement among Red-
fem aboriginals to assert their identity

as blacks. The Redfern blacks are subject
to vicious police repression in ar attempt
to force upon them white customs and
silence opposition to capitalist oppression.
It is not uncommon to see dozens of blacks
amrested for "drunkenness”, simply because
they are black. Bashings in police stations
often occur. While only 2% of NSW's
population is black, the black percentage
of prison population is far greater.

Some blacks feel that a "bill of rights”
is needed. But to achieve this, blacks
will need to organise politically, and
the whole nature of police repression
will have to be exposed.

Queensland's Racist Laws

These laws' repressive nature can be
gauged by the fact that South Africa's
reserves are m led on those in Queens-
land.

The Queensland Aborigines Act deems

40, 000 aborigines "assisted”. This means
that they cannot leave the reserve ?ithmt
permission, that they must unquestioningly
obey the manager's orders and can be
arbitrarily removed to another reserve, il
they "misbehave".

The manager has absolute authority at all
times. H.g is "assistod” by an aboriginal
council, half of which is elected and the
other half co-opted by the manager {who
chooses the worst Uncle Toms he can find),
and whose decisions he can veto at any
The manager is the sole source of
"justice”. He can expropriate the ..
aboriginals' wages and property, with no

right of appeal. -

the Act's unpop:tarityﬁu:ti;i]l
bject to amendment soon. DUt

g:ﬁ?:ﬂitt aboutiﬁ g" the :;E:{:n solut-

to repression of Yueen
;::aﬂ;inr A continuing nationwide nt_ms: _
starting with the largest pos— Sl
sible demonstration on December 3, isthe
only way to achieve this. >
ommeonwealth Offices

-T. Legllative Asem. . o 5

time.
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MELBOURNE
UNIVERSITY

COP RIOT JIM McILROY

At 5.00 a.m. on Thursday September
30 more than 100 Commonwealth
pelice smashed their way into the
University of Melbourne Union build-
ing in search of four draft resisters and
the "pirate"” radio station 3DR. The
draft resisters had been living in the
Students' Union for several days with
the co-operation of the SRC and Union
duthorities. 3DR had been broadcast-
ing intermittently since the Tuesday
before, beginning with the pre-taped
armouncement:

Unfortunately the complete statement
which was read out from a typed sheet
had guite obviously been prepared before
the raid, a fact which was not lost on the
ABC reporters who noted it in their
evening news reports.

Three hours later, apparently considering
that the "violence'" charge hadn't quite
proved convincing enough, the police
grabbed one student, Lynton Brown who
was sitting on the second floor, and
charged him with "malicious wounding".
This was a complete fabrication - the
chair which he was alleged to have
thrown, which struck a policeman on

the head, actually was dislodged when
the police used bolt-cutters to remove
chains holding barricades of chairs the
students had built up to block the stair
wells.

"Good moming, this is Melboume's
first Draft Resistance Radio 3 DR.
are trying to give power to the people
by providing an alternative to the Big
Business-owned and operated mass
media .."

TAF .
LK -

It continued to send out left wing
comment and rock music at intervals
over this period, reaching far cut into
the suburban ghettoes of Melboume

At no stage did the police produce

search wamrants, even when asked to do so
by the Registrar, Brigadier Bell, who then
commented, “It's nice to be one of the
oppressed for a change'. (Very nice, no
doubt, when it's merely a matter of
having one's authority momentarily
unrecognised. However, whether the
transported to Adelaide and Flinders Registrar will be permanently changed
Universities, where they were assured by his experience will remain to be seen
of sanctuary. The radio transmifter when the Administration faces a challenge
was dismantled and distributed around from four students demanding a greater

in small sections - none of which were part in university decision making - a
found, despite official claims to the permanent threat to the position of the
contrary. Apparently, the radic will bureaucrats).

resume operating at a later date,
despite huge penalties for unauthorised
(i.e. oppositional) transmissions.

The police raid failed in both its
objectives - the draft resisters were
successfully hidden and later
smuggled out of the building, and

The whole incident has caused quite a
stir in the University. The student-
controlled Union Board has considered
taking legal action against the Common-
wealth for reparations. The Chairman of
the Professorial Board, while noting that
the draft resisters had caused no obstruct-
ion , had a bet each way in a letter to

The Age (October 5) ending, "We must
mﬂ'iﬂ the strongest possible terms,
the events of the past few days which
threaten the university's traditions and
functions by the attempt to solye issues
by the incitement of, and use of, force
and violence". The student body in a
large meeting, was completely united
in condemnation of the police attack.
The police and the Liberal Govemment's
whole caoncept of "law and order" is in
complete disrepute, not helped by
Federal Attomey-General Greenwood's
ineptitude and his comment that the

raid was "a discreet and restrained ]
attempt to effect arrests". .

Overall, the police were made to lock
extremely foolish. No doubt this con-
tributed to the wanton destruction they
camried out on the Union Building,
perhaps conceiving of it as student-
owned property, whereas in fact, the
damage costs will have to be bome in
the final instance, as always, by the
working class of this country.

All in all, the damage is officially
estimated at $8,000, including more
than 50 plate glass doors and five steel
fire-proof doors, all of which were
kicked in or smashed by crowbars.
Many of these doors were in fact un-
locked. The police refused to use
keys which were proffered by the Union
Manager and the SRC Pre sident, and
continued on their rampage of des~
truction.

SYA gives its complete support to any
group, including draft resisters, who are
pursued and persecuted by the police and
the whole repressive legal apparatus.
This does not however, mean endorsement
for the strategy of draft resistance as the
most effective means, either of smashin.g
conscription or of radicalising youth against
Australia's involyement in imperialist wars.
We feel that the fight against conscription
must be tied closely to the anti-war move-
ment as a whole but not as the main aim
of it but rather in association with

the mass demand for "all troops and

aid out now". The govemment will res=
pond only to massive demonstrations of
popular opposition, not to individual acts
which cannot in their pature involve the

An interesting sidelight on this aspect
is that the University Council had oaly
2 week before, been locked in struggle
with students and the SRC in particular,
over the principle of $500 being p:a.n:l
by the student body as a contribution

to the damages of the May 6 lock in
(see Direct Action No. 10)

Will the Council go all out to recover
damages from the Commonwealth
Govemment over this issue? Or could
it be that such "principles” somehow
lose their force when questions of intra-
ruling class solidarity in the face of
challenges from below occur? Here,

as in many other matters, the Univ-
ersity Administration is caught going

both ways - trying to recancile grear on of the population ina =
basically opposed interests - those of direct way. The coming mmhwmmd »
one constituency, the members of the  pecember 3 in Melbourne based solely on -

draft resistance, cdn in no way approach
the size and power of previous mordtonu

mdﬂfMHMﬂlM:

L As presently con-

the ruling bourgeoisie.

ctituted, the University Council canncl  Thye we must not see draft resistance :

only serve the capitalist system. rather we must continue

o4 pitical eppression of
mili and political cppression ot |
In a blatent attempt to whip up public mggﬂjmvwmi ‘and refuse to
fears of "student violence", the Com- ¢ the
monwealth police officer in charge, -

' i{ssioner Davies, who had  send Ausn-nl_iﬁn to s
m;?nm&m Canberra es{:e;:iillr m reyolutionary .-.uwggn in
lead the raid, charged that the 200 or -
so students inside the building Shad

th horrible violénce". The M
mml& of September 30 ironic:
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SOCIALIST LEFT

parliament reforms which had eluded
the industrial movement Its career since
then has been essentially that of a

crisis party, voted in when capitalism
suffers a breakdown, to camry out a
reformist programme, only to be voted
out in favour of the direct representatives
~of capital when the crisis passes.

The party made substantial gains in the
last federal election - enough, before
the latest polls, to give the politicians
real hope of victory in 1972

To im the party's 'image' in
Victoria, Whitlam last year organised
the right and part of the left in a deal
allowing the Federal Executive to move
in and ‘clean up' Victoria's left wing

. rl.

The desired effect was only partially
achieved, and produced some dire side
effects. The Victorian Left leaders, who
had been heavily involved in the

- bureaucracy and machinery of the party's
Organisation opened up a wide discussion
of social and political issues. They
appealed directly for support to the rank
and file. In this new opening they created
4 new and more viable 'Socialist Left’
with a wider following. While the
combination of right and centre forces
Was able to win numerically at the
conference, the 'Socialist Left' emerged
as llrggr than either of these two forces
taken singly, and has largely set the
pace in the Victorian ALP since that time.

In order to intervene in Victoria, the right

. Wing had sought and gained the support of

some of the prominent leaders of the
so-called 'Steering Committee', thoy
there was no real discussion of the issue
amongst the Steering Committee's rank
and ﬁlet;.eﬂsla ?i“jd PrO quo the Steering
- € leaders were ted a

af proportional mmnutaﬁ in th:wtem
election for party officers in NSW, though
only granted proportional representation
for the reason that the right was convinced

. that this system offered them the b pe
Fime e i ar R
*‘ 1or a solution in Victoria. The aim of t’Ee

:I; w:s to smash the Victorian left
- W4 & hammer and, because of mountin
criticism of the NSW right, to deliver :11:E

The Steering Committee's way of settling
on strategy and such programmatic points
4s they have had has always been through
dogfights amongst themselves combined
with wheeler-dealing with the other
bureaucrats on the right of the party.

In the months preceding the

Socialist Left conference, it was clear
that a number of differing viewpoints had
emerged. When itcameto the conference
there were four draft documents up for
discussion as to the specific political
basis that should be used by the Socialist
Left from which to widen its activities,
and to e adopted as Socialist Left policy.

The discussion of the main papers lasted

The paper finally passed by the conference
was that presented by Roger Bamnes. This
pPaper presented in a clear and convincing
manner a brief analysis of recent political
develchents, examined the role of
reformism, the state, parliament and the
present position of the working class,
underscored by the necessity for under-
standing new moods among workers, youth
and women. The paper concluded with a
set of immediate demands around which
socialists should organise in the coming
period. -

This paper, which is now up for final
ratification at a forthcoming general
meE*!:mgdﬂf the Socialist Left, easily
TeECelved not only majority support

also the widest support. t%he Ea]rvg:;}: of
45 to 29 répresented, by and large, the
support for this paper against the support
for the other three documents combined.

One of the minori dpers was
byf George F'lr.-i:»‘::':snﬂ.-:lr,r F;‘uiEA for anrf;i?:ted
His paper comsisted of a short preamble
?aned E}r a series of demands. In

€bate, the main argument ;
was that the NSW SGEL;n]jst L[:ﬁ E;?c;d
attempt to emulate the Victorian Socialist
Left. While this is in general true,
are very real historical reasons for the

Er:f:ent position of the Victorian Socialist

in the ALP divisions of the fifties the DLP

The Sandford document not only limited
itself deliberately in its programme to
the total demand of nationalisation plus
a 30 hour, four day week with no loss

of pay, regular wage adjustments based
on the cost of living, minimum wage for
all workers, employed or unemployed,

a ban on penal powers etc., all of which

:Etm more full‘y €xpressed by Barnes angd
Elersen, it rejected the women's
liberation document which was presented
to the conference on the "mund!:t,hitnm
women's lib divides the v.?i:lrkerﬁ: struggle

work force. Accom ng this me
away from domestic isola 5 Moy,
stultification was a Browing cone,
on the part of many women u

inferior position they occupied i iy

capitalist society, and that thag o

only be changed once w i
organise, to generalise &Tﬁ.n;:m :
to make demands, and gain ore
confidence in the ensuing mﬁ;ﬂ;:ﬂ _
It was argued that soci
gritical support to melilézt:;]}fuu 51
lon movement as the idEDIGgﬁ; Ili
expression of the changes that el :
taking place among womey -;m S
of socialists was to Emlgistel;tl}' :f’:i! ox
o

- = ﬂ
than-ﬁi‘wdmg the working :ﬁ:l wRathn;
liberation by advocating mcha; R
as equal pay, equal and cnmpeu?;:hds
edt.u: dtion, adequate pre-school mﬂw
child-care facilities, and abortion on
réquest, was providing the m-cmditini'
by which women could actively partic-,
ipate in the struggles of the class and
thus in the overthrow of capitalin’n.

i

During the ensuing debate Phil Sandfod

describcd women's liberation as 'P‘#ﬁﬁ"
lally fascist' and Jim Mulgrew went Suus
far as to call it 'fascist!, presumably
because women's liberation attractedts

CONTROL

before members of w
g 2 Omen' ; s
a ﬁc:allﬂ alternative to th: Hbel‘liﬁm:% % . . .
conironting them, Problem; PE Y

?'JGTEWET they should recognise th The Victorian Young Labour Association In Yugoslavia, although the workers to a
inherently anti-capitalist naty 4 conference, held on October 3 proved <ertain extent have control over decisions
: women's liberation movemtntu of the interesting from several angles. Some of at the plant level, this is fairly useless
demands as the right of all war Such the concepts put forward by the right-wing  unless they have control of the whole nat-
e A i ARt Party was T d y : ; - e whether married or Single :Fumm' of the Y1A could be indicative of a line ional economy. Until genuine socialist
Enf :j'tmd ?“ = ogf ?b""_“; ””"2 it means business about having that neither did it dismiss any of the others focused attention direct] 1.8 Work of approach that could be adopted by the democracy is instituted in Yugoslavia, and
;::tan m;ve;:i:si:lth?;aggiw fﬁttrl}?iei . lﬁ:fmi:t.ﬂm‘:fh th; '.:}:mlehp;irtyf;md : 'i-f}bliclm are emerging, such as women's inability of capitalism tn? a ﬂ:; right-wing of the labour movement gen- _iénuthe m_lﬁer workers' states in EJETEIm
mately throu ¢ whole of society. ati > e . provi 3 : . EE s
the early 1890's, to win through } g e W ty iberation, the environment issue, for all at adequate rates € work erally. These concepts came out in the rope, Russia and China, workers' con

workers' control, etc. whose logics are
all anti-capitalist.

discussion on several motions from the
Henty Y1LA branch which involved the
idea of 'worker participation'. This idea
has been used by trade union bureaucrats
and the more sophisticated capitalists
overseas to divert the working class, but
they have not been tried here yet, al-
though someone like Hawke could be ex-
pected to take them up as part of his
corporalist strategy, sooner or later.

One of the motions proposed- "That the
YLA organise a forum on Workers' Control
in Yugoslavia, and how such a system
could be introduced in Australia under a
Labour Government.” The YLA member
proposing it, however, soon made it clear
that what he had in mind was workers'
participation, not workers' control.

that participation is put forward by the
capitalists (as by De Gaulle in France,
1968, as the proposer enthusiastically
noted! ) is surely indicative of the differ-
ences between the two concepts.

Emest Mandel, in his pamphlet on
Workers' Control (available from SYA)
wrote that "Workers' Control is a transit-
ional demand, an anti-capitalist struct-
ural form par excellence. This demand
stems from the immediate needs of broad
masses and leads them to launch struggles
that challenge the very existence of the
capitalist system. and the bourgeois state.
Workers' Control is the kind of demand
that capitalism can neither absorb nor
digest, as it could all the immediate de-
mands of the last sixty years from wage
increases to the eight-hour day, from
social welfare legislation to paid holidays."

Participation, @ the other hand, involves
weakening the militancy of the workers
and the strength of their unions, it means
making the workers responsible for the
failure of the industry and the system,
without them having any control over it.
It is merely a revamped version of the

usual capitalist attempt to foster clasf
collaboration in terms of 'team spirit
and loyalty to the firm.

trol is not possible. As for the possibility
of workers' control in capitalist Australia
under a Labour Govermment, without a
revolution made by the working class, the
contradictions of this position are obviously
absurd.

An amendment was accepted limiting the
topic of the forum to 'workers' control
but with the organization of the forum in
the hands of the right-wing executive,

: : v It seems that yesterday was the day for
its unlikely to make any actual difference. 2 i y

mass mobilisations against US and Austral-
ian aggression in Vietmam, and tomorrow
is the day for public mectings. True,
we've seen the McMahon Govemment
make probably the only popular move of
its tenure by promising to withdraw com-
bat forces by December, but it seems hard
to believe that no-one in Sydney wants a

This same idea of worker participation
cime up in ancther motion, condemning
the introduction of Government-controlled
secret ballots for unions, but tacking on a
demand for 'complementary provisions for
secret ballots in employer organizations
and democratic worker participation in

no-one that matters wants a demo any
more, and let's face it, the way the
Moratorium has developed over the past
few months, it's the Association for
Intemational Co-operation and Disarm-
ament that matters.

courts and the government® A left-wing
motion to delete the second part by one
vote.

One important motion from the left that
was passed, however, was that the YLA
only support candidates for election who
stand on a clear socialist position. A mot-
ion for candidates in swinging seats was
rejected. This was a healthy break from a
blind orientation to parliament as the way
to change things. The multiple illusions
that firstly, parliament has the power to be collaborating to bring about an
change the economic relationships in this “"honourable” settlement to the Vietmam
society, secondly, that the capitalists would conflict, it was imperative that the

let parliament, and thirdly, that Labour pressure be kept up from within the aggr-
pag};mentariam once in power would act- essor countries, and that, although we
ually try have been around the labour move- ¢ertainly couldn't cnvisage demonstrations
ment for too long, and must be vigorously: .of the magnitude of last year, we should
fought- nevertheless losc no time in orgamising 2
Although the right-wing lost on this mo- mass action, preferably on December 10
tion, they easily swept the field in the of this year.

elections that were held at the cohference
indicating that many merely came for
the voting at lunchtime. Although the
YIA is generally more healthy and active
in Victoria than in most other states, its
still necessary to fight to dispel the ill-
usions that many young people still retain
that it is possible to reform the capitalist
system within their own structure and to
the rules they lay down.

This paper has on several occasions during
the past months drawn the implications
from Nixon's announcement of his impen-
ding visit to Peking. We considered that,
now that both the US ruling class and the
Chinese burcaucratic caste appearced to

Qur comrades argued this point at Morat-
orium meetings in Sydney, Melboumne
and Adelaide. The August 18 Sydney
Sponsors' Meeting adopted the scenario of
a demonstrative action on December 10.
However, on.the same night, McMahon
announced his decision to withdraw the
troops. Although we ac lmowledged Ithat.
by achieving a partial victory in this one
respect, we would consequently have a
harder job in making a success of the
December action, we felt that such an
action was still essential, and that we
should all pull tegether all the more to

also distributed a leaflet to this effect at
the gathering.

The following meeting of the NSW Morat-
onum Co-ordinating Committee adopted

a three part propeosal for the organisation
of the December action, which called

for 2 march to a public meeting in the
Town Hall to discuss the future of the anti-
war movement. The AICD representative

£ : These are two totally different concepts ! ol demo anymore, particularly when it s oo ot T
¥ branch, and hold elections caleulated to over a day with a full participation in To realise that workers' control is a trans-  Management of enterprises’ ' Not understand- 5 't 50 long ago that thousands of pecple T-__}:_j :.,: ﬁ;r{ilqrftlr?wfgm:mf: 'lf-unlk -
~ Bive it new leadership with a 'respectable’ the debate of all who wished to speak. itional demand put forward by revolution- 118, of course, that the capitalists would  feye Jike it. What is more likely is that R T e Sl

. right wing policy like his : aries in the working class movement, and still control the enterprises as well as the

But it appears that AICD had already
decided the future of the antiwar move-
ment. At the October Sponsors' Meeting
held on the following Sunday the AICD
spokesman, feigning indignation at the
"breach of faith” ( he said it, folks) on
the part of SYA daring to suggest ( in the
open letter and the leaflet) that AICD
wasn't perhaps doing things quite properly,
he declared that, because of this, AICD
wasn't going to participate in the Morat-
orium action, and that they had booked
the lower Town Hall, and they were damnp
well going to have their own public
meeting, and that if SYA wanted to
organise 2 march, they were quite
welcome Lo.

&

Well, folks, we were completely flabber-

gasted! Here was this nice man McLeod,

who had for the past two years selflessly

devoted himself and his organisation to

the Moratorium, saying that he wanted ;
out, and only six days after he had supp- .
orted the proposals for the December 10

action!

Our response to this proposal (?) was that 3
if, after so much buggerising around bet- X
ween August and October, there remained 3
any chance of pulling off a united action

op December 10, the only hope lay

within the Moratorium aegis rather than

in individual and unco-ordinated initiat-

ives by component groups, and that we A
had better decide there and then to get '
things moving.

‘@ smashing blow with a feather. in this time of crisis. its _rtnrnl-;s middle-class women whose B
pel:thﬂl evolution was uncertain, JA S
reply it was pointed out that the fascHESSS

concept of woman's domain as 'kin

Well, we lost. Let's face it, when one
organisation in the coalition as influential |
and important as AICD decides it doesn’t «
want to play ball, then there isn't much

ensure a relative suCccess.

dnd extreme right left the i i '
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; , @ 'Socialist Left grouping assumed an increasingly left orientation
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The following are two sections {from an
extensive introduction written by Emest
Mandel for a collection of Leon Trr:'nts-ky's
writings entitled 'The Stmgg]*; Against
Fascism in Germany' which will be pub-
lished this month by Pathfinder Press, New
York. The term ‘fascism' today has'be-
come one of the catchwords of the New
Left as well as some of the established

litical tendencies such as the Commun-
jst Party(M-L). It is applied indiscrimin-
ately to a wide variety of inrelated phen-
omena that in one way or another are
regarded as right wing or authoritarian,-
reducing the term to a mere epithet with
no specific content.

But the failure to distinguish between a
real fascist movement and routine cdpit-
alist repression has proved fatal in the past
to radical parties that counted their supp-
orters and members in the millions. Man-
del's succinct presentation of Trotsky's
rigorous Mardst analysis of what fascism
is and what it is not provides the necessary
for any discussion of how
m be successfully fought. One
of the key lessons of the failure to stop the

rise of Hitler in the 30's was the incapacity

of the Social Democratic and Communist
Parties to distinguish the genuine fascist

smovement from a host of other procapitalist luding those "germs of proletarian demo-

social forces. When objective develop-
ments disturb this equilibrium, th.e big
bourgeoisie has hardly any alternative
but to try to establish a higher form of
centralization of the state's executive
power in order to realize its historical
interests, even at the price of renouncing
the immediate exercise of political pow-
er. Looked at historically, fascism is
both the realization and negation of man-
opoly capital's tendency- first noted by
Rudolph Hilferding- to 'organize' in total-
jtarian fashion, the whole of social life
in its interests. - Fascism is the realization
of this tendency because in the last anal-
ysis it has performed this historical func-
tion. It is the negation of this tendency,
because, comtrary to Hilferding's expect-
ation, fascism has only been able to per-
form this function by the extensive pol-
itical expropriation of the bourgeaisie.

3) Given the conditions of modem im:!-
ustrial society and the immense numerical
disproportion between wage workers and
big-capitalists, it is practically impossible
to carry out such a violent centralization
of power by purely technical means. It
is equally impossible by such means alone
to liquidate most, if not all of the gains
of the modern workers' movement, inc-

currents and to unite in a fight to the finish cracy within the framework of bourgeois

to smash Hitler before it was too late.
The fact that both parties had cried wolf

democracy, " as Trotsky comectly
characterized the mass organizations of

for years and even called each other agents the workers' movement.

‘of fascism and 'social fascists' paralyzed
them both when the real thing appeared.
For space reasons we have been forced to
omit Mandel's discussion on the false
theomiks of the nature of fascism put for-
ward by the Social Democrats and Stalin-

We have included Mandel's estimate of

to fascism,
'mt

THE SIX COMPONENT PARTS

OF FASCISM

possesses a certain autonomy, and each
- passes through

the umity can only be understood as a

closed and

P-

overproduction,

g -'5;'“5 ere.

i P e

alism.

- e
o gl

banking system, and so forth.

variouns fght-wing movements in different
pants of the world today and their reldtion
Mandel's ‘essay was- translated
from the German by Rod Speel and Robert

: a certain development by
~ wirtue of its intemnal contradictions. But

5 dynamic totality in which these
- elements, not in isolation but in their in-

trinsic connection with one another, can
explain the rise, victory, and fall of fas-
cist dictatorshi

a The rise of fascism is the expression
16 2 severe social crisis of late capitalism,

l 2) Inthe epoch of imperialism, and

¢ where the workers' movement has gone

9 through 2 long historical development,

. the bourgeoisie exercises its political

t’igf . mule most advantageously, that is, with

L 3 thglcmett overhead, through bourgeois
parliamentary democracy. This form of
mile has two great advantages. It allows
@ peniodic reductionof social antagonisms
through the granting of certain social ref-

rms. And it permits an important section

of the bourgeoisie to participate directly

in the exercise of political power through

the bourgeois parties, newspapers, uni-

 wemities, employers’ associations, muni-

© cipal and regional governments, the sum-

mits of the state apparatus, the central

But this form of bourgeois rule- which is
by no means the only historical one (1)

= Gepends on the maintenance of a highly
' unstable equilibrium of economic and

Neither a military dictatorship nor a
police state - not to speak of an
absolute monarchy - has sufficient
capabilities to atomize and demoralize
for very long a conscious social class
with millions of members and thereby to

ists in oppositi Tmtskér's call to action prevent the reappearance of even the
We Sed 1 elementary class struggles that are period

ically produced by the simple play of
market laws. To accomplish these ends,
the big bourgeoisie needs a movement
that can set masses in motion on its side,
that can wear down and demoralize the
more conscious parts of the proletariat
systematic mass terror and street war-

fare, and that, after the seizure of power,

can totally destroy the proletarian mass

Trotsky's theory of fascism is a unity of six organizations and thereby leave the con-
elements. Each element within this unity

scious elements not only atomized, but
also demoralized and resigned.

By appropriate methods adapted to the

requirements of mass psychology, such a

mass movement can achieve a constant

supervision of the masses of class-consc-

ious wage workers through an immense

apparatus of block wardens, street monit-
ors, and factory cells (the Nationalsozia-

listische Betriebsorganisation). It can

less conscious workers, especially the

& @ structural crisis which can, as in the years white-collar workers, and it can partial-
- 1929101933, coincide with a crisis of
PP but which goes far beyond
such conjimctural fluctuations. Fundamen-
3 m}ltﬁitis a crisis in the very conditions
of the production and realization of surplus

ly reintegrate them into a functioning
class collaboration.

4; Such a mass movement can only
uated between the proletariat

bourgeoisie.
hit so hard by inflation, bankmuptcy of

and the

un.ive_rsitw,r graduates, technicians, and
the higher salaried employees, that it

bourgeois movement, compounded of

ugica} resentment, will arise. 1t will
combine extreme nationalism and at

least verbal anticapitalist demagoguery?2)
with the most intense hatred for the org-

anized workers' movement ("Against
ement begins physical attacks on the
dctions, a fascist movement is bom.

a4 period of autonomous development,

through to the seizure of power.

in the favor of the fascist bands and

of the fascist movement is like an

Trr———
"

also influence ideologically a part of the

arise om the basis of the bourgeoi-
wvalue. It is the impossibility of continuing- sie, capitalism's third 5&2?&133&,251t-
3 'natural' accumulation of capital under
the given competitive conditions on the
- world market (i.e., with a given level of
Teal wages, labour productivity, and ace-
£S5 10 raw materials and markets). The
‘historical function of the fascist seizure of
: Power is to suddenly and violently change
: the conditions of the production and real-
i ization of surplus value to the advantage
of the decisive groups of monopoly capit-

If this petty bourgeoisie is

small firms, and mass unemployment of

falls into despair, then a typical petty-

ideological reminiscences and psychol-

Communism'). At the moment this mov-
workers, their organizations, and their
After such a movement has passed though

which it must do if it is to win mass infl-
uence, it comes to need the financial
and political support of important sect-
ions of monopoly capital if it is to carry

.5} If the fascist dictatorship is to fulfill
its historic role, the workers' moveme nt
must be ground down and beaten back
before the seinire of power. But this is
only possible if, prior to the seizmre of
power, the scales havye tpped decisively

4gainst the working class. (3) The rise

institutionalization of civil war, in which
either side, regarded objectively, has a
chance of success.
incidentally, that it is only under very
special, "abnormal" circumstances that
the big bourgeoisie favors and finances
such experiments.
there is a definite risk in such all-or-

nothing politics. )

(This is the reason,

From the outset

If the fascists succeed in paralyzing,
demoraliing, and smashing the enemy -

€
?:}:zrmin. But if the workers' movement
strikes back successfully and seizes the
initiative for itself, then it can decisively
defeat not only fascism but also the cap~
italism that spawns it.

organized workers - their victory is

This is so for technical-political as well
as social-political and social-psycholog=-
ical reasons. At first the fascist bands
organize only the most resolute and des
perate parts of the petty bourgeoisie (the
part "gone mad"). The petty-bourgeois
masses, as well as the uncomnscious and
unorganized part of the wage workers -
especially young workers and white-collar
youth - will normally waver back and
forth between the two camps. They will
be inclined to join the side that demon-
strates the greater boldness and decisiv-
eness. They want to bet on the winning
horse.

Historically considered, the victory of
fascism expresses the inability of the
workers' movement to resolve the
structural crisis of late capitalism in its
own interest and to its own ends. Such

a crisis always at first offers the workers'
movement a chance at victory. :
Only if it does not take advantage of this
chance because it is misled, split, and

demoralized, can the battle lead to the
triumph of fascism.

6) If fascism succeeds "like a battering

ram in smashing the workers' movement, "

then it has done its duty from the stand-
point of monopoly capitalism. .lts mass
movement is bureaucratized and to a
large extent assimilated into the bourg-
eois state apparatus. This cannot occur
unless the most extreme forms of the
plebeian, petty-bourgeois demagoguery
present in the "goals of the movement"
disappear from view and are removed
from the official ideology.

This development is by no means opp-
osed to the continuing tendency of the
highly centralized state apparatus to be-
come independent.
movement is vanquished, and the con-
ditions of the production and realization
of surplus value have been decisively
altered domestically to the advantage of
the big bourgeoisié, then efforts will
necessarily be concentrated on bringing
about a similar change on the world
market. The all-gp-nothing politics of
fascism are carried bve the social-

political spliege int ¢ financial sphere;
it encmr‘agvtﬁnent inflation and
finally allows nd altemative but foreign
military adventure. But this whole
development brings with it deterioration
rather than improvement in the econom-
ic situation (a consequence of the war
economy) and in the political position
of the petty bourgeoisie - with the
exception of that part that can be fed
with sinecures from the increasingly
independent state apparatus. Instead of
"liberation from the coils of usury cap-
ital, " a pronounced acceleration in the
concentration of capital and the prolet-
arianization of the middle classes takes
place. This fact demonstrates the clas:
character of the fascist dictatorship,
which does not comrespond to that of the
fascist mass movement 'he former
represents the historical interest
opoly capital, not those of the petty
bourgeoisie.

¢s predominant, the conscious and

active mass base of fascism necessarily
shrinks. The fascist dictator |5I|'.- hos the
tendency to undermine and disinte grate
its own mass base. The fascist bands
become .l.|,~|,?1‘r1-,_Ji.r].','_'l-: of the polict s
“.u-' phdse of its decling , fascism is tran-
gdormed back into a particular kind of

Bonapartism.,

These are the cons

o s 1 onsttuent elements of
I'rotsky's theory of fascism . :
h.md_, It 15 based on an analys
pecial conditions
struggle deve

af the
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For once the workers'

{ mon-
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countries during the late capitalist
structural crisis (Trotsky himself spoke
of the "epock of capitalist decay").
Dnntihe l;'t:lﬂ hand, it flows from a

cular way, peculiar to Trotsky's
R:andsm, of relating the objective and
subjective factors in the practical course
of this class struggle and in the theoretical
interpretation of it ...

IS THERE A FASCIST
DANGER TODAY

But Trotsky's theory of fascism is not only
a pitiless indictment of the past. It sees
into the present and the future, and it is
4 waming against new theoretical ermrors
and an admonition against new dangers.

The specific character of fascism can

be understood only within the framework
of imperialist monopoly capitalism. It
is absurd to call any of the authoritarian
movements in the semicolonial world
"fascist" simply because they swear al-
legiance to a leader or put their adher-
ents in uniform. In a country where the
most important part of the capital is in
foreign hands and the nation's destiny

is determined by that domination of
foreign imperialism, it is senseless to
characterize as fascist 2 movement of the
national bourgeoisie seeking in its own
interests to liberate itself from that dom-
ination. Such a movement may share
some superficial features with fascism:
extreme nationalism, the leader cult,
sometimes even anti-Semitism. Like
fascism, it may find its mass base in the
declassed and impoverished petty bourg-
eoisie. But the decisive difference, in
terms of social and economic policy,
between such a movement and fascism
is immediately evident if one investigates
the movement's postures towards the

two decisive classes of modern society:
big business and the working class.

Fascism consolidates the rule of the form-
er and brings it the highest profits econom-
ically; it atomizes the latter and smashes
its organizations. By contrast, the nation-
alist movements of the national bourg-
eoisie in the semicolonial countries, which
are often falsely disparaged as ”%"
usually deal some serious and la

blows to big business, especially foreign
capital, while creating new organization-
al possibilities for the workers. The best
example of this is the Peronist movement
in Argentina which, far from atomizing
the working class, first made possible

the general organization of factory work-
ers into the unions, which to this day

exert significant influence in the country.

It is true that this so-called national
olsie's ability to maneuver
between foreign imperialism and the dom-
estic mass movement is socially and
historically limited, and it will contin-
ually waver back and forth between these
two chief roles. Certainly, its class
interest will finally lead it to an alliance
with imperialism, from which it will try to
extort, through pressure exerted by value,
while an all-too-powerful upsurge of the
mass movement would threaten its very
position of class rule. Of course, such
a turn against the masses can take the
form of bloody, fascist-like repression,
as with the Indonesian generals after
October 1965. Nevertheless, the funda-
mental difference between the two pro-
cesses - that of fascisin in the impenal-
jst metropolises and that of what is at
worst vicious military dictatosship in the
semicolonial countries of the third world
- must be so clearly understood that no
confusion of concepts can occur.

It is also important to avoid confusing
the everclearer contemporary tendency
towands the "'strong state" with a tend-
ency towards 'creeping” or even “open
fascisization, " hfmm 's o :ﬂtl"
arture, as has been soes L
again, is a desperate and impoverished
petty bourgeoisie. After a twenty-year
nypward swing of the lang cycle, " scar-
cely any imperalist country of m:l:r est
has such a desperate petty dﬁl:.
At most, some marginal layers o Ehe
peasantry and urban middle classes are.
affected by a tendency towards impov-
But even these layers, noné
v o sy Agpifcant Velgh
ton, T
?&Eﬁeﬁﬁlb e to find new emplayment
relatively easily i.n trade, services,

industry. A

process opposite to that of the
years 1918 to 1933 is occurring. At that

time, the middle layers were being

pauperized without being proletarianized;
today they are being proletarianized with-

out being pauperized.

Under the conditions of a predominantly
prosperous and conservative petty bourg-

ecisie, neo fascism has no objective

possibility of winning a broad mass base.
Wealthy property owners don't fight street

battles with revolutionary

radical students. They prefer to call the

workers or

police and provide them with better

weapons to "take care of unrest'!, This
Is just the difference between fascism,
organizing desperate petty
elements, using them to terrorize whole
industrial areas and large cities, and the
authoritarian "strmg state” that, to be

sure, utilizes violence and repression and

-bourgeois

can deal hard blows against the work-
ers' movement and radical groups but
is unable to ammihilate the workers'

organizations and to atomize the working

class. Even a superficial

of the developments in Germany after

1933 with those in France

comparison

after the

establishment of the " strong state" in
1958 makes this difference perfectly

clear. And the same conclusion flows
from a2 comparison between the fascist
dictatorship in Spain between 1939 and

1945 and the decadent "strong state"

there of today that, despite the sharpest

repression occasionally carried out by
the police and military apparatus, is

completely unable to suppress a rising

mass movement.

The economic sitnation would have to
change decisively for 2 new, immediate
danger of fascism to arise in the imperial-
That there will

be such a change in the future is by no
means excluded; indeed it is probable .
But until this happens it would be better
to avoid being fascinated by a non-exist-
ent danger of fascism, to talk less about
neofascism, and to devote more attention

ist states of the West.

to the systematic struggle

very concrete and real tendency of the

against the

bourgeoisie towards the "strong state”,

that is, towards the systematic restriction
of the democratic rights of wage workers
(by means of emergency laws, antistrike

laws, fines and prison sentences for

wildcat strikes, limitations on the right to
demonstrate, state and capitalist manip-
nlation of the mass media, re-establish-

ment of preventive detention, etc.).

The kemel of truth in the

HCIEEFﬁﬂg

fascism" theory relates to the danger

that passive and unpolitical acceptance
of such attacks on elementary democratic
rights can only whet the appetite of the

rulers for harsher attacks. If the work-

ers' movement lets itself be led around

by the nose without offering any resist-
ance and allows its power to be taken
from it step by step, at the first sharp
change in the economic situation some

clever adventurer could easily
to really try to smash it. The :tsi.st'.mce
which has not been prepared in persistent
daily battles over many years will certain-
ly not fall miraculously from heaven at the

last minute.

And precisely because the m:fin task today
does not Lie mamggleas?mﬂﬂﬁml'
ly impotent neofascism but in one against

atening "'strong state, " it is
3 really ns . to avaid confused

extremely im
ideas. 'II{: declare the first

to be the beginning of the decisive battle

skirmishes

and to give the impression that fascism

ether "creeping" or "open") is ident-

ical with the rather ineffective CRS in

Paris or the West Berlin police thugs, is

to dull the masses' awareness of the

fascism armed

truly homible danger that a -

: dvanced technology

"""mf"mifﬁmmkumﬂg;

- ' the KPD (Kommunisti

fatal exror that the KFD (“m higai'!'u:a
leaders made from 125Ut

o i o) hey characterized Bruening

would represent.
Partel Deu

Papen, Schleicher, md

the incamation of fascism, which in

tum led the workers to conc

the-monster wasn't nearly as

lude that

be inspired

badasit

agalnst the immigrant workers, against
the Arabs, etc.). in the growing indif-
ference in a country like the United
States to political murder, in irrational
resentment at the sort of "unfriendly
deyelopments" on the world scene that
tend to occur ever more frequently,
and in an equally irrational hatred of
radical, nonconformist minorities [They
should gas you all, " has often been
yelled at SDS demonstrators in West
Germany and West Berlin; "You belong
in 2 concentration camp” is typical of
the imprecations hurled at radical
demomstrators by'law and order” advoc-
ates both in West Germany and in the
United States).

It is a tragic blindness when an otherwise
intelligent and liberal university teacher
such as Professor Habermas lets himself be
carned away to such an extent that he
applies the term "left wing fascism" to
the radical students; to those who are,

in fact, potentially the first victims of a
future fascist terror. Today, asmuch as
in the twenties and thirties, the actual
breeding ground of fascism is not to be
sought among the nonconformist minor-
ities but among the philistines muttering
"Respectability, honor, loyalty!"

It is by no means excluded that in the
event of a shock to the world capitalist
economy - not necessarily in the form

of a world economic crisis of 1929-33
magnitude, which is unlikely in view of
the size of contemporary budgets and
inflation - these seeds present in all of
Western Europe might suddenly blossom
into a new fascist epidemic. But there is
much that suggests this danger to be much
greater in the United States than in Europe.
Europe's big bourgeoisie has once already
bumed its fingers severely with a fascist
experiment. In some parts of the cont-
inent, as a result,it lost everything it had;
in others, it was only able to salvage its
class domination at the last minute. It

is all the less likely to be led to repeat
the adventure, since the experience also
left deep traces among the masses of the
people, and the suddenly rising threat

of a new fascism would certainly bring
the sharpest reactions. .

In this connection, developments among
West Furopean students are 2 good omen
Since the beginning of the century, stud-
ent groupings were the intellectual incub-
ators of fascism. The first cadres of the
fascist bands were recruited from among
them. They mfp].ied the organized strike-
breakers in the 1920's, not only in Germany
but also in Great Britain during the General
Strike of 1926. Long before Hitler moved.
into the Chancellor's office, he had
conquered thmpuniversities. And after
the People's Front won the 1936 elections
in France, the semifascist Camelots du
Roi continued to rule the Latin Quarter.

Today the picture has changed radically.
In all West European countries the primary
trend among students is towards the left
and extreme left rather than towards the
extreme right. Pickets, not strikebreakers
are recruited from the mﬁ?ﬁd they
to the factories not to help em-
gfoyers 'reiestahliﬂ:t law and order', but
to encourage the workers to question
late capitalist 'order' far more radically
than the workers' traditional mass organ—
izations themselves do. It is not like 3
that this trend will be radically altered in
the coming years. While fascism wis,
after the First World War, above all an
uprising of the youth, there are few signs

toda t the youth anywhere in Westerm
an%:m.ld be seduced in any large i

Shotld recede In falure, and if




HRUSHCHEV: The death of a (poor) shephe

We were not moved, as the "Tribune”,
(paper of the Communist Party of Australia)
and Indira Ghandi were, at the lonely death
of Nikita Khrushchev, "this man of the
people” who "is assured of an honoured
place in history”, this man who had the
"extraordinary courage" to destroy the
myth of Stalin We have the least tears
and the longest memory, and we have an
entirely different picture of this treacher-
ous calculator who sprang up as a result of
zealously thrusting his allegiance behind

his caste, releasing his last breath in a
nursing home for wom out bureaucrats.

But before recalling the rise of this curios-
ity of Stalinmist politics, we take the liberty
of amusing ourselves for a few moments on
the commentary brought about by his
death.

Dave Davies wrote in "Tribune", Sept.22,
1971: "Nikita was perhaps too much one
of the boys. The name of Khrushchey
was erased not because of his weaknesses.
It was because of his association with 'the
thaw', that period in Soviet history which

b | saw an upsurge of great hopes for the
.| further development of socialism, a mass
i . gtirring which promised a flourishing of

Soviet democracy and a threat to bureauc-
d . patic rule." On Sept. 15, 1971, "Tribune"
Ly wrote that Khrushchev's reign "was marked
by fruitful democratic developments in the
USSR, as well as by some serious errors in
. i

And if you are curious and want to have
some light thrown onto the nature of these
"emors", the manner in which the Russian
L " agreed to remove Khrushchev,
't count on "Tribune" to inform you.
How ' ", how "liberal" the
CPA they are being here to criticise
the current leadership! The CPA's
"Socjalism with 2 human face " is seen as
being "one of the boys". No mention of
Khrushchev's massacre in 1956 in Hungary
(here or ever elsewhere .) is made. These
comrades still believe theories about
“cults of personality” and now seek to
‘make a new one: everything would be
~going well if , old jolly Khrushchev-
was still aroond. When we see an
honest analysis of the past from them?

©  The Chinese have been crying in a
=4 truthful way, that he was ﬁbuﬂ'm
- and a traitor, the father of all modem
revisionists' " Quite right. But the Chinese
‘who s0 accurately brand the adventurist
and the capitulator in the Cuban missiles
incident, accomplice of imperialist
crimes throughout the world, have follow-
- ed the same path, sticking their dagger
in the backs of the revohitionary people of
Bengal, Ceylon, the Sudan, Ethiopa, the

‘A GOOD MAN WITHOUT A HISTORY?

ously erupt onto the political scene one
day in February 1956, armed only with
bis artless courage and a fine Leninist
intransigence?

] |
ly shaken, th

to the left, and only after the workers

the West European, for it has until now ,
scarcely ever had to suffer from the risks
* ithas nm. It has therefore a less highly

limits of all-or-nothing politics, and it
mues in the nonpolitical tradition of

situation and missed opportunities on the
radical side to transform the country in
socialist terms- might offer

,venturer greater chances of success than

the
on US side of the Atlantic. (4)

of the human race.

p to those the United States now

10

e

Did the good shepherd Khrushchev miracul-

e pendulum always swings first final phases of a life-and-

movement has failed does the right get its
chance. But America's big bourgeoisie is
less experienced and therefore cruder than

developed instinct concerning the natural

sections of the American population
2 reservoir of right-extremist conservatism
that- in the case of a tum in the economic

a fascist ad-

would Burope. The increasing violence

the explosive race question, and the mcjk-

lessness of some imperialist circles make
of a fascist-like trend clearer

There is no need to dwell on the terrible
danger such a fascism would present, not
only to the continued existence of human
culture but to the very physical existance
One can imagine what
would have happened in 1944 if Irhgﬁer had
had an arsenal of nuclear weapons similar
possesses,
The extreme rightist adherents of the John and

with s S.
Birch Society and the Minutemen alre{tdy e

#ay, "Better dead than red". [f, in the

A former shepherd who became a coal
miner in the Ukraine, Khrushchev joined
the Bolshevik party in 1918, right in the
middle of the civil war. For many years
following this, he carried out the obscure
tasks of an apparatchik, content to let
himself be carried along by a wave and
take orders. This reveals his mediocre
bureaucratic tendencies, but being a
careerist, he was soon caught up in the

infernal machine of the Stalinist apparatus.

His rise to prominence in the thirties,
under the protection of the sinister
Kaganovitch, his accession in 1935 to the
leadership of the CP of the Ukraine, as
the commander of the purges, only rev-
eals the temperament and capacity of

an accomplished blackguard.

Making his career in 1935, he raised
himself to the highest honours on the
corpses of hundreds of thousands of long-
standing communists and all opponents,
whether they were right-wingers or
revolutionary marxists. He climbed the
remains of entire populations, those
national minorities that the deadly mad-
ness of "the great Russian chauvinist"
Stalin pledged to massive extermination,
and he made himself the accomplice,

in the same way, of the annihilation of
millions of poor peasants, hurriedly
listed as "Kulaks" in the Ukraine.

And all this, the good, the affable, the
merry shepherd from Koursk province
achieved without flinching, driven by

an insatiable thirst for power. The more
patiently woven legends about Khrushchey
collapse with a great crash.

THE HEROIC INFORMER OF STALIN'S
SWINDLES,

Stalin's death was followed by intrigues
and treachery in the corridors of power
(in the course of which the one who
bloomed most beauntifully with Stalinist
debauchery, Beria, lost his hide). With
the only stroke of genius in his arduous
career, Khrushchev sought to consolidate
his own influence by including a denunc-
iation of Stalin's crimes, which from
then on were impossible to conceal.

This was something too serious
to leave aside, without also treating
along with both imperialists and revolut-

ionaries.

He understood that he was there to protect
the interests of the Soviet bureducracy by
getting rid of the cumbersome corpse

of his mentor. The main part of his plan
of attack against Molotov and Malenkov,
the terms of the 20th and 22nd congresses
have combined exactly to load the respon-
sibility of all the vices of the bureaucrats
on the wide shoulders of the defenceless
corpse of the Soviet Gengis Khan. By
this sleight of hand, he white- washed the
same bureaucracy of its faults, and at

the same time, he set himself up as the
most zealous defender of the counter-
revolutionary system set up by Stalin.

AN APOSTLE OF PEACE AND GOOD WILL
BETWEEN THE PEOPLE OF THE WORID?
Although Khruschey attacked Stalin for
the necessities of his own cause, he was
not slow in providing pledges of loyalty
to the Stalinist "ideal"; he was one of
the promoters of the crushing of the
Budapest Commune, the protagonists of
which had been wrong to take a little too
seriously the anti - Stalinist diatribes of
the 20th congress

He also distinguished himself with his
patience and effectiveness in Poland, after
the events of Poman and the develop-
ment of a spiritof very serious criticism.
At first taking matador poses at the time
of the missiles crisis in Cuba, he finished
by revealing his bureaucratic weakness in
making the most pitiful retreat possible.
As the maker of the break with China and
Albania, he demonstrated in this affair,
as in the Cuban episode, his obtuse
perseverance of restricting support only
to the extent that he believed it to be in
the interests of the USSR. He had the
most bare-faced contempt for the inter-
ests of "foreign'' proletariats and the
world revolution.

He also found his true counter-revolut-
ionary role in endorsing the politics of
compromises and capitulation in front

of imperialism, otherwise known as

(7
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KHRUSHCHEV: CHAMPION OF PEACEFUL CO-EXISTENCE

TROTSKY'S ANALYSIS OF FASCISM ..

death struggle

to preserve 'their' monopoly-capitalist

beginning of the thirties, revolutionary
Marxists could wam that the struggle

against fascism and for a socialist solution
of the European crisis was a battle against
an advancing barbarism in our part of the
world. In the coming decades, the struggle
for a socialist America may be a life-and-

death battle for all mankind.

For this reason, the sharp analyses and the
Cassandra cries of Tmﬁ?;‘ luv?i:mnudiutc
relevance. For as long as monopoly cap-
italism exists, the same danger, in eveu
more dreadful form and with even more

society after it had been vanquished in the
rest of the world, US big business should
hand over political power to violently ir-
r:.:ﬁ;:mal men, it would be fatal to all man-
kind. At the end of the twenties and the

@ Continued from previous page

Footnotes.

1) The peculiar amnesia of bourgeois
ideologues concemning the recent history
of bourgeois society is perermially aston-
ishing. During the two hundred years
since the first industrial revolution, the

state forms in Western Europe have altern-

;tc_c'l among aristocratic monarchy, pleb-
1scitary Caesarism, conservative-liberal
parliamentarism (with perhaps 109~ and

sometimes less than 5%~ of the population

enfranchised), and outright autoc racy,

depending on the country whose political
history is studied.
val during the Great French Revolution,

parliamentary democracy based upon uni-

versal franchise has almost everywhere

oislie but of the struggles of the workers!
movement.

2) Nevertheless, it is alway:

inhuman barbarism, can arise once more. 2 particular form of demagoguery which

even more than admiration.

admonition and ayoided disaster.

wi

not be repeated.

We said at the beginning that the reader
of thiz'bmk will be transfixed by Trotsky's
analytical achievements. But the study of
these writings calls forth anger and scom
How easy it
would have been to have heeded 'I‘mcsl-qrw 's
This
should be a great moral for us: to recog-
nize the evil in order to fight it in time,

The German catastroph
does not have to be repeated. And it 'q.-.rillE

Private property as such, and entrepren-

called into question.

prelude to a mi ghty revoluti onary

In Spain, the fascist military putsch of

Except for a brief inter-

been a product of, not the liberal bourge-

a question of
dttacls anly particular forms of capitalism
(‘interest bondage”, epartment stores, etc)
eurial domination in the plant, are never

3) H. this is not the case, and the workers
retain their ability and willingness to fight
the fascist seizire of power can become the

upsurge

13;6 was answered by a revolutionary up-
rsing of the worldng class that, within a

eaceful coexistence. From . A
Ec was anxiously "sitting in p:.l:l;t?l' .’
three or four-party conferences o B
pean or world "security''; he was instil,
ling the spirit of ""goulash commupjemn
into the heads of the Soviet penple-m. e
he was choking the Chinese Ecmln;lud _
To this end, he distinguished himgﬁ'

the mediocre initiator of a policy of “9
enticement of all the petty-bourgeois
regimes on the planet (Egypt, Indonesy
India...), that his successors are stri oy
to follow with more or less success. m:

Khrushchev: the apostle of A
John xxiii of communism", I;:Tic:; 5 '

Garaudy has ridiculed him, by christen.
ing him as only the father of panzer-

eommunism and of the dipl =9
capitulation. PonRrE

. o
o

THE UNSTEADY MODEL OF COWARDICI
AND POST-STALINIST DOUBLE-DEAIING
Khrushchev was - and secretly remained.
the security and model of all those to
whom he had shown the way in the
hazardous transition from adulation to
denegration of Stalin. He remains-§
means of his definitive and sinister im
- the leader of this low and cowardly
breed which still controls the cmmmd&;
parties of the world, and orients itself
towards trampling on the faces - literal-
ly and figuratively- of all the real rev=
olutionaries. 3

He is the symbol of that category of
people which does not hesitate - after
having guaranteed and d, with
full knowledge of the case, and with
the most perfect cynicism, the :
greatest crimes that the workers' move-

ment has known - to assume postures
of re e and of being overwhelmed.
"If we had known! Our good faithhas
been caught wmaware! ..."

-’.,._u

After having worshipped the one who
devoted his maniacal zeal to ditching ___;;.
the world revolution and to exterminat-
ing the real inheritors of Leninism, this
band of hyenas set about slashing the
c of Stalin, who the day before |
still inspired it with such a great mixt-
ure of reverence and terror. - o

Khrushchev remains the most r
likeness of all the pseudo-communiss
without any honour or political courdgé;
who did not hesitate for one instantto =
swap their Lttle bit of revolutionary
belief for a plate of bureaucratic les

But this tale offers revohrtionaries
revenge: the death of Khrushchev is
surrumded by an atmosphere of ind
ence and ess. This is a sign of B¢
end of the reign of the sheep of repess
Stalinism. o
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These comforting signs, which deme®
strate Trotsky's thesis that the

of history must be paid, are innum
And for the followers of Khrushch

Jesnitism, the bill will be partict
heavy.

a0 0

few days, dealt the fascists a CIUSES
itary defeat in all the big cities S80S
dustrial areas and forced them tO IS
into the underdeveloped, agraridn EQ

the country. The fact that the f2 F
after an arduous civil war that 1ass=s

most three years, were finally able

come to power was due both tO ABEEHEE
factors and to the fatal role playes
leadership of the left in the parties
the state. This leadership stopped
working class from bringing 0 @ SEE

fillment the socialist revolution SUEt
fully begun in July 1936. In
the leadership failed to unde
last base of power among the
peasantry and the North Afric
aries by refusing to implement
land reform and to proclaim ;
endence of Morocco. 8

an mery

4) It is necessary to mmtmbe;% 0
polarization process- alre o
recent years- fght-wing 3‘:&‘“’; tes P
been in decline. In the United _
the politically active E;nt of the ¥ 1eht
tending overwhe Imingly towards ons 0F
As in Western Europe, thmﬂm
not between left-wing and right- - Vi
activists, but between lff:l-::ing perdty
and the police. The rela J oy
of the middle layers of the America® -
population, and their € 40
servatism, are certainly not
this fact.

January 30,

1969

The following article is a reprint of a
leaflet written for the Bangla Desh
Solidarity Committee in Melbourne by
Steve Pajnoter of SYA.

While you are reading this leaflet, East
Bengali refugees fleeing from the

B Lullets and bayonets of Yahya Khan are

streaming toward the Indian border at
the rate of 30-40, 000 per day. Many
never reach the border: they die of
cholera or starvation on the way and are
left to rot by the roadside. Children are

.‘ ' beinz bom to mothers too weak from
" staryation to be able to produce milk to

feed them. Children and babies are
dying by the thousands. There is scarcely
a family in the whole of East Bengal
which has not lost at least one member
either to Yahya Khan's murderers or to
the disease and starvation which has
followed upon the disruption of the
economy caused by the West Pakistani
invasion of East Bengal.

The situation in East Bengal is not unique.
Two years ago the rest of the world
watched while the Nigerian army con-
ducted a genocidal war against the Ibo
people of Biafra. Situations such as
Bengal and Biafra do not just "happen".
They are not a necessary result of over-
population in certain areas of the globe
They result from the state of poverty in
which most of the peoples of the world
are kept by the irrational expleoitation of
the resources of the earth for the benefit
of a few at the expense of many.

Throughout Latin America, Africa and
most of Asia, a state of permarent crisis
exists. Every year in these areas,
millions of people starve to death, not
because their countries are too poor to
feed them, but because the products

of their countries are stolen to feed the
gigantic industries of North America and
Europe. The resources of the so-called
"under-developed" countries are
expropriated at a fraction of their real
value to build skyscrapers in New York or
to buy yachts and limousines for the
privileged classes of Westemn society.

The permanent crisis existing in the
Third World (Asia, Africa and Latin
America), is normally ignored by the
powers controlling the Western world.
Only when an additional catastrophe
occurs on top of the permanent crisis,
will the West think of acting and even then
only if the situation threatens to take a
political tum or if the people show signs
of understanding the causes of their
misery and of revolting against them.
Even the Westem aid is limited to a
paltry few thousand (or few million)
dollars conscience money. And such
sums are paltry when compared to the
enormous amounts of money eamed
through exploitation of Third World
resources each year.

Would the United States even think of
launching a campaign half or even a
quarter as expensive as the cost of the

TR
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#angla Desh bombing victims

Vietnam war, in order to eliminate
poverty in Haiti (or even in Chicago for
that matter) or to provide assistance for
the victims of the floods in Fast Pakistan?
Last year when the United States had
whole fleets of helicopters ready to bomb
and shoot the peasants of Vietnam, would
they send helicopters to assist the millions
of people left homeless and starving by
flocds in East Pakistan? No, they
contented themselves with sending
monetary aid and salved their consciences
by writing off the extent of the tragedy as
over population in the area.

BANGLIA DESH

In East Bengal at the present time a war
is being fought. The butcher Yahya Khan
1s attempting to reassert West Pakistani
control over the area. Since Pakistan
was created in 1947 by the break up of
the British Empire in the Indian sub-
continent; East Bengal has been exploited
as a colony of West Pakistan. Besides the
normal exploitation which all Third
World people face at the hands of
Westemn capitalism, the East Bengalis
have been forced to tolerate the
exploitation of the rescurces of their
country for the benefit of a small minority
of army-backed West Pakistani merchants.
This situation arose in 1947 when large
numbers of Hindu merchants left East
Bengal and army-backed West Pakistani
merchants expropriated their property

for their own use. Since that time, West
Pakistanis have dominated almost all of
the functionings of the Pakistani state.
For example, most of Pakistan's export
income comes from sales of jute which

is exclusively grown in East Bengal, yet
the vast majority of the income from

this source is banked in the West and used
for the development of the West. The
following figures also reveal the extent

of the discrimination against East Bengal
within the structure of the Palastani state:

1. While East Bengal contains well over
half of the population of Pakistan, only
153 of all government jobs are held by
Bengalis and only 10% of the armed
services is made up of Bengalis.

2. The allocation of money for social
services amounts to 300 rupees per person
in the West, 70 rupees per person in the
East.

3. Allocation of money for development
expenditure - 521 rupees per person in the
West and 240 rupees per person in the
East.

In December 1970 elections were held
with the aim of setting up a National
Assembly (parliament) in Pakistan. In
these elections the people of East Bengal
seized their opportunity to protest against
their oppression by voting overwhelmingly
for the Awami League, a political party
led by Sheik Mujibur Rahman and
demanding a greater degree of self-
govemment for the province of East
Bengal. The support for the Awami
League was so decisive that although it
won no seats in West Pakistan, it won
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almost every seat in East Bengal. This
gave it an absolute majority in the House
of Assembly (the Awami League won 167
out of 313 seats, the West Pakistani
People's Progressive Party was next

largest with 88 seats). The West Pakistani
business classes and Army leaders were
alarmed at this development because
they realised that their stranglehold on the
East Bengali economy was threatened.
Consequently they took steps to prevent
the National Assembly meeting

On March 15, under enormous pressure
from a popular upsurge, including a
general strike, in favour not only of
autonomy but of independence, Mujibur
Rahman moved to seize a greater degree
of autonomy for East Bengal. This was a
manoeuvre designed partly to force Yahya
Khan to negotiate and partly to retain
comntrol over the popular movement for the
Awami League. Yahya Khan flew to East
Bengal to negotiate, but used the
negotations as a cover under which he too
took steps to strengthen the Army in East
Bengal. By March 25 he decided that the
Army was strong enough to restore West
Paldstani rule by force, o he flew out
ordering the Army to take control.'

The facts about the Army takeover have
been well publicised: the shooting of
hundreds of students in their dormitories,
the bombings of unarmed civilians and
the use of torture, in short the waging of
a genocidal war. This war has led to a
situation where eight million people have
already fled to India and the total number
of refugees will probably reach around 15
million.

THE MUKTI FOU]

From the beginning of the whole affair,
the Awami League has had the support of
the East Bengali police and military
units. After the army crackdown on
March 25, the military units loyal to the
Awami League attempted to resist the
army takeover in conventional military
battles. They were outnumbered, out-
gunned and consequently overwhelmed.
Since that time the former military and
police units have become a nucleus
around which 15, 000 regular troops and
up to 30, 000 irregular guerrilla forces
have gathered under the mme Mukti Fouj
(which means liberation army).

The Mukti Fouj has been successfully con-
ducting 2 guerrilla war against the
Pakistani Army and they will be virtually
impossible to eliminate, since they have
the support of at least 8B0% of the populat-
ion. Their method so far has been to take
virtual control of the countryside at might
and to destroy communications links and
small cutlying army garrisons. The
response of the Pakistani Army has been

to retaliate with terror against the civilian
population thus strengthening support for
the Mukti Fouj.

THE FUTURE

The Mukti Fouj are fighting to free 75
million people trom a foreign power wl:nch
has been robbing their already impovershed
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ggﬁm of valuation resources for more than I
years. The popular upsurge of su ,
for the.A.wami League resulted from El}eoﬂ
recognition by the vast ma jority of the
people that the solution to their probe
could only be achieved by pealitical means,
through the achievement of an independ-
ent republic of Bangla Desh.

At the present time the people of Bangla
Desh are fighting to achieve this political
solution. . They have set up a liberation
army and a government in exile in
Calcutta. The population of the alre ady
over populated states of India which border
East Bengal have understandably not
reacted well to the influx of millions of
refugees from over the border. The
millions of refugees cannot be fed
mdefinitely by aid from the rest of the
world (even if the rest of the world was
prepared to give aid on the astronomical
level which would be necessary even to
keep the refugees alive on the barest of
subsistence leyels). The only solution is
tor the refugees to retum to Bangla Desh
and they cannot do this until the Mukti
Fouj has achieved its aim of setting up
an independent Bangla Desh. ’

SOLIDARITY
COMMITTEE
FORMED

A Bangla Desh Solidarity Committee has

been formed in Melboume. It aims to

conduct 2 campaign to raise public

dwareness of the situation in Bangla Desh

c'l.’:'hj o F.."'I:"‘.T out that the only ]-:=i'|.; ferm |
solution to the problems of the people of 1'
Bengal must be a political one. The 1
Committee has also initiated 2 campaign

to collect money for the Mukti Fouj (the

armed wing of the movement for a free

Bangla Desh).

The Committee, in which the CPA, SYA

and a number of independents are co-

operating, has adopted the following

demands:

(i) Self-determination for the people

of Bangla Desh

(i) Unconditional support to the

national liberation stru ;_.._?_]-D in Bangla

Desh

(iii) The end of all foreign, civil and

military aid to West Pakistan

{iv) The withdrawal of all West

Pakistani troops from Bangla Desh

These demands recognise the fact that 4
while actions such as collecting money to '
feed the refugees are commendable for

their humanitarian sentiment, they are

also futile because they provide no solut-

ion to the problems which forced the

refugees to flee in the first place. Even

if the Freedom From Hunger posters did

succeed in forcing the govermment to

send S$10 million aid to the refugees,

this would amount to a little over a dollar

for each of the nearly nine million refugees.

The only worthwhile thing that Australians a
can do for the Bengali refugees is to aid P
the people who are struggling for an in-

dependent republic of Bangla Desh.

Ultimately only a socialist Bangla Desh
can provide adequately for the needs of
the people of Bengal and an independent
Bangla Desh is a step in that direction.

* Rally, Melboume City Square from
4.00 p.m. Friday, October 25th.

* Organise for the rally. Work for
Bangla Desh. GIVE to the Collection
Fund for the Mukti Fouj (Bangla Desh
NLF). Contact the Bangla Desh Selid-
arity Committee at Box 87, C.P.O.,
Carlton. 3053. -

COPS BLUNDER
AGAIN

On the night after the now infamous Com-
monwealth Police bust up of Melbourne
University Union House, the Feds once
again got loose to the embarrassment of
the government. This time they amrested
six people who were fasting on the steps
of the GPO in order to raise money for
the Bangla Desh refugees.

At that stage the fasters had raised about
$20, 000 :ﬁﬁnﬂu that time they bave
raised several thousands more, an in
ion of I: pﬁhl!r; sup gh. 'ﬁ._- ng P
o sth
popularity needlessly as these
threaten no one, conticted
requested thut they be release
 was of course complic
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TROTSKVISTS RILLED
il BOLIVIAN COUP

1;5";"':‘“‘1‘“ 35 and 40 members of the POR  ber of the Central Committee of the POR.
e b utionary Workers Party) the Bolivian Apparently expecting that he might not
section of the Fourth Intemational were survive the combat, Chambi wrote on a
killed fighting against the right-wing coup piece of paper which was found in his
e August. (see Direct Action 10) There ket: "Yo soy un militante del Pastido
WRTE Fis 500 people killed and wide- Obrero Revolucionario, que me enseno
__’“T";*d repression and arrests. There is a ser valiente y combatiente por una causd
};‘ idence that the Brazilian, Argentinian justa. Pro la liberacion nacional y siempre
il“f"-?““&'fn army forces and the CIA were hasta la victoria final."(l am a member
ivolved in the reactionary coup. of the Partido Obrero Revolucionario,
which taught me to fight yaliantly and
militantly for a just cause. For national
liberation until the final victory is won. )

1 hc-. Hmh:;i an Trotskyists fought valiantly
:}E‘.-i.\nn Colonel Banzer's forces. Among
105e killed was Tomas Chambi, a mem-
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Langer

The wave of intimidation launched by
the ruling class against the student, the
laboyr, and the anti-wiar movements is
4 rnanifestation of its own helplessness
before the march of history.

Faced with the ever growing opposition to
the capitalist system by large sections of
the population, the government is trying
to single out individuals which it aims to
isolate, imprison and slander. It uses its
state apparatus, that is, the courts, the
police and the prisons to achieve this aim.

Their most recent victim has been A lbert
Langer, receiving a sentence of eighteen
months for allegedly 'attempting to incite
an assault on a policeman', on May Day.
However, for anyone following that trial

Tric

it became quite obvious that it was a
well-prepared frame-up. The preparation
was taken up by the reacticnary Maxwell
Newton's Melboume 'Observer', and the
Special Branch of the Victorian Pohcc.'
Several weeks before the trial, Newton's
"Melboume Observer' ran a series of
McCarthyite articles on the Worker-Stud-
ent Alliance. A few dealt exclusively
with Langer, describing him as the
'mastermind’ behind the university and
the school rebellion.

The trial revealed many interesting facts
and in addition showed Langer's complete
innocence. Among other things it was
shown that the whole Special Branch was
out on May Day (all 22 of them) taking
photographs, numbers of cars parked near

Polestinion Solidarity

The public meeting held in Melboume

by the PASC was quite successful. About
80 people attended and over $100 was
collected at the end. Speakers were
Said Bahur, a Palestinian from the Gaza
strip, Nassif Hadj, an Arab student , Ray
Watson from the Worker-Student Alliance
Rod Quinn from Socialist Youth Alliance
and Sol Salby from SYA in Sydney.

The Committee recently passed a motion
unanimously condemning the massacre in
the Sudan by President Nimeiry of thous-
ands of communists and leftists. Telegrams
of protest were sent to Nimeiry and the
Palestine Liberation Organization.

On Friday 24 of September there was a
successiul demonstration organized in
Sydney around the struggle in Ireland.

It was called by a committee,including
members of the Sean South and Fergal
O'Hanlon Society, an Australian club of
the militantly nationalist Sinn Fein Party
of Ireland.

Posters and leaflets were used to advert-
ise the protest, which attracted the larg-
est oumber yet seen at an Irish demon-
stration in Sydney. About 200 people
picketed on the footpath outside Gold-
fields House, Circular Quay which houses
the offices of the British Trade Comm-
1ssioner. Many placards demanded the
withdrawal of all British troops from
Ireland immediately, and a deputation

from the gathering visited the British
Commission upstairs.

lrish Action

Consistent opposition to the reactionary
Arab regimes 15 nécessary in our comm-
ittee and solidarity campaign as well as
amongst the resistance fighters them-
selves. It is interesting to note the pos-
ition taken by the Popular Front for the
Liberation of Palestine on this matter.
Their two representatives on the Executive
Committee of the Palestine Liberation
Organization (the coalition of all the
Resistance groups) withdrew from the
committee after opposing the plan to neg-
otiate with the Jordanian regime. A leaf-
let issued recently by them said in part-
"Our battle against Arab reaction must
benefit from the bloody lessons for

This was followed by a march to BOAC
in the city centre where the demonstrators
held a short rally.

In Melboume, on October 3 a public
meeting was called by the Green Cross
Association, attracting 300 Irish men and
women, despite a threatened bomb attack
on the building. The associationhas been
organized to establish an Irish dependents’
fund.

A series of five resolutions were unanim-
ously adopted. The first expressed "The
complete disapproval of the Stormont
government to intern Irish citizens for
indefinite periods without charge or trial."
The second and third resolutions noted
with horror, "the brutalities committed
by the British troops in North-east Ulster
- . .cansing a flow of 10-12, 000 refugees
to other parts of Ireland and to England. "

The \r‘r'_nmt?n'ﬁ National Abortion Action
Coalition (WONAAC) of the United States
has called for major demonstrations in
Washington and San Francisco on

Novem-
ber 20,
. ¥ : !
vl Dh;\_}.’nt was establizhed last _’l||'-. when
more than 1,000 women met at a New

York Conference. (See Direct Action N
10). They are dppedling to people through
throughout the world to demonstrate with
them on November 20.

The Appeal :
"Dear Sisters,
Throughout history few things have been
more universal or kmown l-r_"x:'l";' nation:

boundaries than the suffe ring of v

: ; ; YOITIEN
from the denial of our rights t

o control
our own lives, our own bodies. Decades
420 the suffragists of the United State:
took inspiration from their Britizsh = ters

dand went on to build part of the inter-
national movement through which women
won the right to vote.

Today, in every comer of the earth, law:
c‘:lr:n",r women the right to abortion, the
right to decide whether or not to have

the rally, recording Langer's speech (no
other speech was recorded) and tampering
i.e., 'doctoring' the tape.

For anyone attending the rally the mean-
ing of the incidents that occurred was
crystal clear. About 500 cops led by
Larkins (a notorious Special Branch cop)
and the one that charged Langer) attacked
the rally, after Larkins was escorted by
several people from a football oval at
which the rally was taking place. The
presence of the police at the rally was
completely unjustified and their purpose
there, was shown to be physical intimid-
ation and collection of information.

The trial illuminates the meaning of
justice in a capitalist society.We see it as
one of our tasks to defend anyone on the
left who has been victimized by the ruling
class. SYA therefore urges the formation
of a united defence committee to Free
Albert Langer. We also call for a camp-
aign against the reactionary Newton press
an end to spying at demonstrations, and
dissolntion of the Special Branch and
secret police.

which our masses have just paid a high
price. The first and most precious of
these lessons is the necessity for a de-
cisive attitude towards this savage,
deadly enemy in our battle, and for
preventing him from blunting the
sharpness of the contradiction between
him and our masses by surrounding
them with confusion and ambiguities
about the crooked deals and confidence
tricks which reaction excels in using

as @ means of strengthening its control.”

The next major activity for the committee
is the demonstrationagainst the visiting
Israeli soccer team (see advertisement on
below) The demonstration is being organ-
ized by PASC in conjunction with other
forces, and leaflets and posters are avail-
able , and may be obtained through SYA
in Melboumne (ph.3473507)
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The second resolution " . . .requested the
British Govemment to withdraw all armed
forces." The fourth and fifth resolutions
were the endorsement of support for the
relief fund, and that "copies of the res-
olution be passed on to the governments
concemed and corresponding Australian

- N . . . -
children. Now a new generation of
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T'H hias begun to stand up for our ghts.
T'he struggle for the right to abortion is
rapidly crossing boundaries of nations and
continents, of language and backeround
We have inspired ons another and leamed
from one another.

In the United Stats O Irom mansy
backgrounds are unitin Z in thi: !.i'hlii!. '-. I
November 20 we will I h in 1551V
numbers on Washinoton 1 I
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ABORTION- A Wi MAN'S RIGH I

CHOOSI .

When we join together throughout the
world, no force can stop u '
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The Women's National Abortion Action

Coalition, September 19, 1971,

i e

= P/ ¥

Demaonstration

against the visiting Israeli soccer team
playing in Melboume on Sunday, Novem-

ber 21st, at Olympic Park.

Racism in South Africa has been dealta
blow by our determined opposition to the
Springboks tour. Show your opposition
also to the racist and reactionary Israeli
government and its public relations soccer
team, which excludes Arabs from

participation.

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 21st, OLYMPIC
PARK, MELBOURNE- ASSEMBLE CITY
SQUARE 1pm FOR RALLY AND MARCH.
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embassies abrod."
Speakers realised that Ireland
able to drive the British from

bythe Irish people umiting, and the |
was recognised as the leading expee o
ofthe Irish peoples' will to procure B%

al freedom.

NME: 10.00am
PLIACE: CITY SQUARE.

-organized by the Women's Liberatich

Co-ordinating Committee.

sycney
Action

DATE: SATURDAY,
1'IME 10.00am
PLACE: TOWN HALL RALLY,

march via GEORGE and MARK

to HYDE PARK.
-organized by an ad hoc com
against the abortion laws.

DATE: SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 208

NOVEMBER 208
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The Southwell report on the Victorian
teaching service was tabled in State Parl-
iament at the beginning of September.

Following on three months of hearings,
the findings can only be seen as ignoring
the fundamental issues in education.

One could hardly expect otherwise from
an enquiry set up by the Liberal Minister
of Education, Mr Thompson, and con-
ducted by a member of the County Court.
The enquiry had been instituted in the
aftermath of the massive teacher strikes
against Bolte's oppressive penal regulations
against teachers' right to strike in late
March. (see Direct Action 6)

Predictably, the responses of the three
teachers' unions to the report varied con-
siderably. Mr D. Schubert, at the time
General Secretary of the conservative
Victorian Teachers' Union, said, "In
general, there are some very good points
and some which will have to be looked at
more carefully." The president of the
Technical Teachers' Association of Vic-
toria, Mr S. Lees, said none of the prop-
osed machinery for settling dirputesand
defining teachers' conditions could work
without adequate finance for education.
The Assistant Secretary of the 'militant’
Victorian Secondary Teachers' Association
(which had boycotted the enquiry) Mr R.
W. Hinkley, said the report had been a
waste of time. (Australian September 3)
This seems the most accurate assessment
of the matter. But it was more than a
waste of time: it was the exercise of a
typical diversionary operation by a bour-
geois system under extreme pressure.

What were Judge Southwell's main find-
ings and recommendations? Apart from
suggesting various manipulations of the
machinery of the Teachers' Tribunals in
order to facilitate 'arbitration’ of teach-
ers' grievances over conditions etc., the
report maintained that the two main draw-
backs to eliminating the unrest among
State teachers "were lack of adequate
finance for education” and the "aggressive
and belligerent" attitude of the executive
of the VSTA . This attitude was "not in

keeping with the dignity of the profession
of teaching" Judge Southwell said mem-~
bers of the VSTA executive had mixed
motives- they wanted to raise the status

of the profession and improve secondary
! education, but they also wanted to con-
! duct a political war with the government.

will only b€
their sh

Nt is my view that unless and until the
majority of secondary teachers can per-
suade the VSTA executive to alter ifs

s

‘E‘ attitude and methods, to be prepared to
sith 3k compromise these policies, unless and
i until that happens no machinery man €an

8 devise will work. " he said (Age, Sept 2)

What was the leamed judge expressing in
this last statement other than a direct plea
to conservative high school teachers to
organise against the present executive?
And exactly this has come about. A right
wing ticket is running in the current VSTA
elections in an attempt to reverse the
present militant stance. In this respect,
the report is clearly and blatantly a stick
for the Bolte regime to beat the militants
in the teiachers' ranks with.

Apart from this, the fruitless plea for more
finance hardly needed a lengthy enquiry
to justify it. This has long been -:'.'vb\.rims
to all but those who have a class interest
in ignoring the catastrophic conditions in
State education throughout Australia. And
the maintenance of a class-based educa-
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tion system with rich, elite, private
schools and impoverished schools for the
working class, is a conscious policy of
Australian ruling circles. The Federal
Education Minister, Mr Fairbaim, made it
quite clear on television that his govemn-
ment saw no reason why workers needed
education since they would only be doing
routine jobs anyway.

As another example, Labour Senater J.M.
Wheeldon put it that the Federal Govemn-
ment's education policy would lead to a
situation where State school pupils would
learn no more than how to read the instruc-
tions on their call-up notices. Senator
Wheeldon was speaking on the States’
Grants (Science Laboratories) Bill.

"It is an atrocious state of affairs that
State school pupils in an inadequate system
should be receiving only approximately
$10 compared with $24 being provided to
the pupils of the private schools for science
laboratories.” Although there were nearly
three times as many students at State sec-
ondary schools as at private secondary
schools, $26 million would be provided to
State schools under the legislation and

$17 million to private schools, Senator
Wheeldon said.

The financial pressure on the Catholic
school system has now become so great
that a recent report of the Victorian Cath-
olic Education Office recommended the
progressive scrapping of Catholic secondary
schools in an attempt to ensure at least a
complete primary school religio/political
indoctrination of Catholic children. Ed-
ucation Minister, Mr Thompson, possibly
made the understatement of the year in
replying to a question about this possibil-
ity: 'Frankly, this is a new problem I was
not looking for.' (Melboume Herald,
October 14).

The influx of large numbers of secondary
pupils from Catholic schools to State
schools would surely cause a complete
breakdown in a State system already over-
strained and in a desperate state of

poverty.

A recent survey by the inner suburban
education action committee, consisting
of parents, teachers and head-masters,
estimated that under nt conditions,
more than 400 children are likely to be
turned away from four high schools in

in n er Melbourne areas next year because
there will be no room for them. A further
inflow would be catastrophic.

The VSTA has continually pointed out
that teaching conditions have become 50
bad that in 1970 more than 2, 000 out of
a total secondary teaching service of

10, 000 left teaching. A total re-ordering
of priorities is essential to begin to tackle
the problems of this archaic, reactionary,
educational system.

However, the Liberals meanwhile continue
to further promete class discrimination in
education, not only by subsidising the
bourgeois private system, but by manip-
ulating the State system to further deprive
working class and migrant children of
their rights. For the past three years,
Melbourne High School, MacRobertson
High School and University High School
haye been openly tumed into pnwlleged
institutions for the middle class elite.
Rather than open these schools to their
surrounding working class popul_atiofn, a
discriminatory academic examination is
used in middle class outer suburban areas
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to select entranots for these three schools
at the end of the second year of secondan
education. (See article by Ian Cathie in
Action, the publication of the Victorian
Socialist Left, October 2.)

These schools should be used to take some
of the pressure off adjoining schools such
as Flemington, Kew, Fitmoy, Princes
Hill, Essendon and Maribynong, but the
Minister refused }o re-zone them to take
students from these schools.

Another example of class discrimination
is the Commonwealth secondary scholar-
ships. A survey by the Australian Council
for Educational Research found that only
4% of parents of scholarship holders felt
they needed the money to complete their
child's edocation. Scholarship examinat-
ions clearly discriminate in favour of

the middle class.

The whole integrated system of education
is designed to suppress the working class
and channel the middle class into various
academic and higher technical streams in
order to provide just that proportion of
functionaries required by the system in
every field. It has been said that one of
the key functions of schooling is to make
young workers glad to escape to their
jobs, and forever frightened of, and con-
temptuous of, all ideas and theories.

This works well for the stability of society
since in the final instance, a revolutionary
overthrow of capitalism is going to depend
on the working class being able to break
out of the hegemany of bourgeois ideology
including parliamentarism and all types of
reformism- particularly that of the estab-
lished labour movement . This requires

a certain theoretical grasp which goes
beyond the experimental weorld of lower
school tyranny and the daily, repetitive
grind of the shop floor.

This is why it is essential for socialists to
press hard and continually for an extensiop
of educational opportunities to a vastly
increased section of the working class.
Education must be totally free (no hidden
fees as is the tendency now) and living
allowances must be paid according to need,
(not based on examination.) In many cases
this should involve extra payments (¢ par-
ents who are in severe financial straits, and
who would normally encourage their chil-
dren to go to work as soon as pnfsihle in
order to supplement the family income.
As far as the school system itself is con-
cemed, there must be demands for a com~
plete reversal of pelicy: cut off all aid to
private schools and massively divert re-
sources to working class secondary schools.
There must be intensive positive discrim-
ination in favour of all discriminated
against and disadvantaged groups- partic-
ularly migrants, aborigines and women as
a whole.

opening u ess must apply right
tThfrdc:: git:cﬂw E;.rst?eg?nm:luding the univer-
sities and technical colleges. These must
alsa be free, staff/student cm‘mmlitd zf.m:'l
increasingly emphasising adu.t education.
Students, as apprentice workers who, in
fact, 'produce themselyes' must be paid
a wage. Tertiary institutioas should be
catalysts of social change and innovation
in new socialist forms of thinking and

acting.

changes in nﬁﬂﬂﬂw
Of course these o o available to

| - ed
che working class must be mm;ﬂnl
by a fundamental change in the
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transitional demand in
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Wwill not and cannot
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on a tetal redevelopment of social
relationships in edu

grant it, 3 trins-

. cation. Syllabuse
must be opened up to really eritical
meterial, political discussion and action
must be an accepted part of the education
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T here must be a general movement away
from hierarchical, orthodox, pedagogic
relations irds equality of teacher
and pupil in the learning process. The
basic principle must be that of a child-
C!?n{!iﬂ system (see article by _[r.-di_tﬁ_"
Conway in Socialist Review, No. 4). The
rights and aspirations of the children must
be basic; their needs and initiatives must
be the final determinants of what happens
in the school. This involves a change in
the role of the teachers. And this provides
a considerable problem for the perspectives
of teachers, in their dual role as agents of
the system and workers, alienated by it.

1ips tow
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This conflict is reflected In the perspectives
of teachers at the moment, including the
relatively progressive forces in the VSTA
and the TTAV. The VSTA particularly,
is extremely militant in pursuing its
campaigns over control of entry and tribunal
reform, and they have argued strcngly for
a better financial deal and curriculum
reform. But they are still teacher-centred
in their attitudes, and have made little
attempt to consider the rights of students
to determine their own educational
destiny. Their strike campaigns have
sometimes given the appearance of play
ing down student interests, and they have
made little attempt to develop a common
perspective and programme with students
an a radical transformation of education.
The teacher unions still act as self-defence
groups (cf: craft unions), and at base they
are concemed with establishing teacher
hegemony over the education system.

The achievement of this would by no
means necessarily lead to the revolution-
isation of the education system. However,
an objective dymamic of radicalisation is
provided by the fact that the State will
never agree to relinguish its grip on educ-
ation, which is increasingly central to its
control of the whole society. Hence,
teachers are caught in a dilemma which is
hinted at by Judge Southwell as quoted in
his report: The 'aggressive' attitude of the
VSTA is 'not in keeping with the dignity
of the profession of teaching'. Teachers
do still believe in a 'professionalism' and
its 'dignity', and somehow hanker after
the privileged position of the lawyers and
doctors, (even as these professions are
becoming less and less independent and
'self-regulating’, by the inexorable process
of proletarianisation of all work under
capitalism). However, this middle-class
individualist ethic is now impossible to
realise, and teachers are increasingly
becoming aware of this fact.

Hence, the conflict in teachers ranks over -
militancy for what? The VSTA hasloz
2500 financial members cut of 7000 this 3
year, partly because the Government has
st d collecting union duc . but partly
because of disorientation in the ranks.
Teachers are beginning to 4% whe
want to go from here. The oppor
for sacialists among the -tﬁk
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The great myth of the New Zealand
utopia is fast disappearing tod.zy
Capitalism in this country 15 being
challenged on an ever- widening
range of issues. L a
There is massive opposition to New 2. o V85 )
Zealand aggressian in Vietnam, g
there's the emergence of women's ' - gl AR
liberation, a revival of the Maori 3
moyement, rising labour militancy
a vigorous movement against racist Lp : -
South Africa. 5 sy
A process of radicalization is devel- / ) :
oping, especially among young
people. Follow it. Read Socialist
Action, a revolutionary newspaper
published fortnightly. Write to
Socialist Action;

Box 1663, Wellington, New Zealand
SUBSCRIPTIONS: For 24 issues,
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airmail $3.00

{knd e THE RED MOLE for the
16/ 12 months. I enclose §
only please).
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Australia. n
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Capitalism has not only got the most vicious arsenal of d;zat?f\ll
on its side. It also has working for it the most giganti€ P‘-‘bhci
the world has ever seen. Every day the press, television and 13
out a flood of lies called information. Ranged against it 4f€ ah
of publications. "Hopeless", you'll say, 'How can you stand UP

LA

ynonstrous apparatus and hope to win'. But it can BE dones }“,c
[1.:; hown that governments can be toppled by the determias
ew.

But capitalism }
how ever n
something

s also got you. It is kept going On your mo::'}'t‘
ou may grimble about it, it will still go &%
at?
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If you oppose the Vietnam war and conscription, if you want

if you support the struggle for women's liberation, the struggle
ocracy in Eastern Europe, China and USSR and the struggle f
throughout the world- join the SOCIALIST YOUTH ALL

3 socialist Australia

for socialist dem-
e for national liberation
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