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The July issue of Quatrieme Internationale
camied an editorial dated July 5, 1971 -
o the worsening crisis of imperialism.
The following sentences are of particular
interest:
“The capitalists will thus follow a differ-
ent tack. Their response(to a recession
that threatens to become general) will be
concentrated in two areas. They will try
to increase their foreign markets and to
‘boost the rate of profit at the expense of
the working class.

"Increasing international markets mean
expanding East-West trade, with the US
joining in the game(relaxing embargoes
the USSR, resuming exports to
2). Likewise it means stepped-up

' penetration of the markets of semi- colon-

dal countries and a new sharpening of
rimperialist competition. The attempt
1o raise the rate of profit at the expense
of the working class involves trying to
limit or abolish the only substantial right
the workers have under the capitalist sys-
tem, the right of collective bargaining.
The means for this are 'incomes policies',
which virtually all tendencies in the inter-
- mational bourgeoisie have begun to dem-
and." {

- And further on:
Y-, in order to strengthen the dollar,
American imperialism will combine in-
creased protectionism with a slowdown in
real capital outflows and a new effort to
retool American industry. .. "

Six weeks later, these forecasts were bome
out by the decisions Nixon dnncunced to
the world on August 15, The Marxist an-
alysis of the class nature of the American
state, of the fundamental nature of the
Capitalist system, has been confirmed
onee again, The American bourgeoisie
defends its class interests- pot an ideal of
freedom. This defence is mounted today
not only against the states that hive brok-
€0 out of the imperialist System and again-
st the colanial revolution that threatens to
tike several more countries along the
$ame road- it is directed 4gainst what is
historically the most redoubtable enemy
of Wall Sfreet - the American proletariat,

It is aime:_! at shaking up Wall Street's
. WOS precious'allies' that is,
g ‘ERt competitors- Japan

its most eff-
West Cermany.

"Freedom", including the famous free
trade, is swept aside, as is always the case
when the
erty, that is, competition and anarchy,
is shaken by a serious crisis.

system founded on private prop-

Disintegration of the
Internationg] Monetary System

For three and a half years we have been
witnessing the slow death agony of the
international monetary system founded at
Bretton Woods under the supremacy of the
dollar. This system sought to escape from
the dilemma that has confronted the cap-
italist economy since the beginning of its
historic crisis of decline marked by the
first world war: either maintenance of the
gold standard with more and more catast-
rophic crisis of overproduction; or aband-
cnment of the gold standard and a retreat
towards economic nationalism, protection-
1sm, and inconvertible currencies, which
signifies not less disastrous consequences
for capitalist intemational trade.

The solution consisted of basing capitalist
currencies both on gold and on the dollar,
of maintaining stable rates of exchange,
and of installing flexible rules, tolerating
in reality a permanent inflation, above all
whenever a crisis of over production im-
pended, in order to avoid a new 1929,

=0 long as the inflation remained mod-
€rate, and the dollar lost its purchasing
POWer at a, slower rate than the curren-
cies of the other imperialist powers, the
System functioned to the satisfaction of
all the imperialists,

£ Iready, at that time, it is true, the
drrangement signified a more and more
ruinous indebtedness for the semicolonial
countries, the big losers at Bretton Woods,
But that the'great' shoyld exploit the
'small’ is the most natural of all things

in the capitalist world.

No imperialist complained about the def-
Icit in the US balance of Payments in the
fifties- and with reason’ Without this def-
icit, the system invented at Bretton

Woods would not haye been able to func-
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tion. The capitalist expansion would
have died for lack of dollars and gold,

that is, of means of intemnational pay-
ment. :

Things began to turn sour not because of
inflation of the dollar- that had been
going on uninterruptedly for thirty years.
Things began to tum sour when the dec-
line in buying power of the dollar became
greater than that of other currencies,
when the rest of the world’s holdings in
dollars expanded out of all proportion to
the rapidly diminishing stock of gold held
by the US.

From then on it was clear that devaluation
of the dollar would occur sooner or later.
The intemational bourgeoisie- including
a2 good part of big business in the US, p
whether through the multinational comp-
dnies directly or through go-betweens-
began to ready themselves for this contin-
gency. In plain language, this is called
speculating on devaluation of the dollar.
And in a market €conomy, when many
capitalists ready themselves for a contin-
gency, they precipitate it with a sure hand,

The inconvertibility of the dollar into
gold- a consequence of the disproportion
between dollar holdings in the hands of
foreigners and the gold reserve at Fort
Knox which shrank to the "minimum
Strategic reserve" of $10 billion- did not
begin on August 15, 1971. It has been
the reality since the end of the 'gold pool!
(end of 1968)

From that time on, the central banks of
the big imperialist powers have in reality
stopped exchanging dollars for gold. What
was a provisional mutual undertaking has
now become a definitive ryle because of
Nixon's unilateral decision.,

The real change announced
thus not the incunvnrtibilit:: of the dollar,
already in force for three years. The real
change was the factual devaluation of the
dollar, not in relation to gold but in rel-

ation to the other currencies of the imper-
ialist world.

August 15 was

Nixon's decision to let the dolla? float’
signifies in reality a decision to depreciate
the dollar in relation to other currencies.

COVER:

BELFAST FEBRUARY 3, Women have
played a leading role in defending the
nationalist ghettos of Northem [reland
from repressive forces. On Kashmir Road
women of all ages spearhead a confront-
ation with British troops and Royal Ulster
Constabulary. A brutal military raid pro-
voked the week of fighting.

On pages 8 and 9 of this issue there is an
analysis of the Irish struggle and recent
e€vents. A solidarity demonstration with
the Irish struggle has been set for Sydney
on september 24. (See page 7)

AR

' That is why American imperialism long
resisted the temptation to devaluate, The
Gaullists, who have spouted for a long
time against the Yankees for buying 'our'
factories, are decidedlr inconsistent In
their ideas. Yesterday's complaints are
forgotten in exchange for the new com-
plaints. Today, what is involved above
all is to protect 'our' foreign markets and
to sell 'our' goods. If not, unemployment
will rise in France and along with it the
threat of a new May 1968 at the door. . .

OF PAYMENTS

in billiens of dollary

The different reactions of the various
imperialist powers are tied in with their
particular interests and their respective
levels of power. The West German cap-
. italists, who are the strongest, do not
 fear a new minor revaluation of the
deutsche mark (an inevitable consequence
of floating exchange) The British, who
are the weakest, are seeking to profit from
| the confusion and carry out a discreet
new devaluation of the pound.

- The [talians, the most threatened socially,
. wish, above all to avoid any change in
the lira. As for the French capitalists,
53 who benefitted from the effects of the de-
valuation of the franc during the West
German boom, they would like to keep
their cake while eating it. Their "two-
tier' exchange means that French exports
- would profit from a lower exchange rate
~ for the franc, while the movement of
. French capital would profit from the lower
“exchange rate of the dollar.

-
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s

% Such a system, possible in a small country
" for a short ime, quickly becomes imprac-
 ticalin a more important imperialist
power. It opens the way to all kinds of

illicit trading and outright frauds (but per-
haps that is why the new Societe du Dix
Decembre, which is already up to its neck
in the affair of les Halles and the Garantie
Fonciere, plunged into the new situation

disl | with delight: these gentlemen thieves hzve
Because_ ance supply and de;nan is B long knives, pa m‘cula.fly when they are
is permitted to “Ftir‘:teﬂie: \ mmé | inside the government!) ]us't‘wthn hi_s to
the exchange market, outcomef B - ompel an exporter to repatriate his
come is inevitable in view of the ‘| deutsche marks in a "commodities' column
current state of inﬂatt:;nn of the U‘: (| when he can obtain a larger sum of francs
dollar in relation to the currencies |}
of the principal competitors of the | |

up on ficticious imports designed to obtain
United States.

| deutsche marks at a good price to be re-
sold at a higher rate of the 'free market'?
The irony of history is that in thun-
dering against the 'international
speculators', Nixon gave in to
them all along the line. It was 1
exactly this depreciation that they |
were prepared for. In affirming
that he was out to defend the stab- i}
ility of the dollar, Nixon did ex- |
actly the contrary. He acknowl-
edged 'urbi et orbi'(1) that the
dollar has been devaluated.
Double talk comes naturally to
the American bourgeois politicians i§ 2
just as it does to the gangsters of 8
the star-spangled rebublic. ; |"=

The fact that after twenty years of expand-
ing international caﬁitn list trade- which

it should be noted, had only by 1965
brought per capita exports back up to the
level of 1913~ complete anarchy, insec-
urity, and disorder again reign says a _lut
about the insoluble historic crisis shaking
the system that survives in the West, |
thanks to the traditional labour leaders!

Behind the Monetary Screen

arx liked to repeat that monetary phen-
Tm::t:.a were aul',?emﬂectjans of the econ-
omic life, and whoever sought to explain
crises essentially by these phenomena,
was mistaking the appearance for the
reality. This observation remains as valid
45 eYer.

In European capitalist circles- _
beginning with the Gaullists in b
France- the devaluation of the |
dollar is being denounced as a
serious blow against trade for
Europe and Japan. It is certain
that Nixon's immediate aim is
protectionist in nature. It is desig
help American exports and make inj
to the United States more difficult,

" When the dollar is depreciated, when the
international monetary system set up at
Bretton Woods goes down, this is above
all not because of wicked speculators, of
too imprudent creditors, or too prudent

But these same circles forget that'l bankers (especially in other countries).

capitalist system, money is not ol

nm‘ng::;ls 0{;;11;-:1:53;3;:1:; ‘;:;.ﬁ: or because the advice of Professor Rueff

el followed, or because one
ot U Ao sptim s o gene back o the cried o
s i che copitalcolumpt TR in  tock, ot hidden i  waihig
on, American FiipitﬂliST ?&Lﬁd ‘ I i because the economic system as a whole
foi_l‘,]--::nfl?a IE-:‘!}:;;E;;t;F};n;iu“ﬂ JUELeK:

able to buy a factory in the United

' ause of the inflation is
with. fe';‘.lgr de utsche ﬂlﬂl‘kﬁ E.I:Id an‘ ‘ ThE flmdamt:ntal c

debtedness of govemments, busin-
E;:ei? and c:omumerg. This indebtedness
has been mushrooming since 1940 (that of
thegovemments since 1914) Without this
indebtedness and this permanent inflation
' expansion, full employment, economic
growth have become impossible in a caf-
italist system in decline. The armaments
economy is the basis of state h:debtedne;s
Abnormally swollen credit is the basis o
private indebtedness. For thirty years, o
neo-capitalist'prosperity’ has ridden on .
ocean of credit. Sooner or later waves o
inflation were bound to engulf the shi -
The collapse of the dollar has shown :
the 'stabilizers' constructed with such pain
Were no longer able to resist the smashing
of these ever more powerful waves.

. I!I' !
Continued next € -

1) "To the city(Rome) and to the ;
The words with which the pope '_
iccompanied benedictions pronotEsee
the Catholic world during certain $Gi8
chuch festivals, 3

Capitalist prosperity depends ofrtwo con=
ditions- a rising rate of profit and an ex-

Panding market. The logic of capitalism
s such that these conditions coincide oaly
At centain moments. When they coincide

e T e

Ernest Man

.

speculation, gambling on the stock market,

in a 'capital' column? Just who is to check

‘It is not because money is'badly managed” -

ing power

tem rily, this in itself creates the con-
s ]:.f: workers?

ditions for their subsequent separation.
he two coincide momentarily during the
ourse of each economic cycle and period-
ically on a more general and durable scale.
Since 1966, we haye entered a long period
in which the coinciding of the two is being
undermined more and more.

already sustained by the wa ge

Ihese protests signify that the American
workers are going to battle harder for
their standard of living, threatened by
inflation, taxes, the consequences of the
war in Vietnam, and the re percussions
that can be counted on as the American
bosses seek to answer intemational com-
petition. They signify longer and harder
strikes. But not only that,
above all a new contraction of the dom-
estic American market (the reductions in
public expenditures and the increased
cost of imported products both serve to

To emerge from the recession that has been
hitting the American economy for the past
two years, Nixon requested Congress to give
4 tax credit on investments and to repeal
an excise tax on automobiles. The ind-
ustrialists and bankers, as well as not a

few 'liberal' politicians, applauded.What's
good for profits is good for the United
States. Who would dare think otherwise

full retraction. )
in the paradise of free enterprise'?

How is une mployment to be wiped out
under these conditions? Moreover, don't
the bosses at bottom want to maintain
unemployment in order to hold down
wages? But undey these conditions, how
can the economy be genuinely started up
again (and, in passing, assure Nixon's
reelection next year)?

Right-wing trade union figures like George
Meany protested under pressure from the
ranks. What about the freeze on dividends
and undistributed profits as a counterweight
to the freeze on wages? Where are the
guarantees against rises in prices? Where
is the compensation for past losses in buy-

-
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They involve,

reduce overall buying power already under

The European capitalisrs ire not withonat
guile. They point their fingers

at Amer-
Ican protectionism, They have become I
the attomeys of free trade. But at the

least economic shock, they too will come
out foursquare for sacred self-interest.
They will defend their foreign outlets by
devaluations one after the other(French
franc, pound sterling) or by stabilization
measures (deutsche mark) which will end
up by provoking unemployment either at
home or among neighbouring countries.

With Wall Street playing some of its trump
cards, the reaction in the Common Mapr-
ket was 'every man for himself' to such a
degree that the European bourgeoisie _
could not lay out any collective defence
dgainst American protectionism. Big
business may well end up by compelling

its politicians to act in the sense of closer
European 'solidarity' out of fear that Uncle
Sam will export his unemployment to the
old continent. But how to divide the risks,
the losses, and the jrofits of such solidarity?
This is the subject cf the current bargaining.

Under these conditi ms, it is excluded that
the inflation will Stup. A recession that
threatens to become general, increasing
unemployment, excess ca pacity hitting a
half dozen key industries cannot be com-
bined with a halt to inflation except at the
price of a new 1929, 3 price that no im-
perialist power is ready to pay. But per-
sistent inflation joined to exacerbated
international competition signifies an
erosion of the intemational monetary sys-
tem that can no longer be averted. This
medns that an interdimperialist agreement
on a sufficient new international reserve
money is impossible. And that makes cer
tain the threat that the growth of intemat-
ional trade will be slowed down. The con-
Clusion is accentuation of the reversal of
the 1945-65 expansionist tendency.

The violent peturbation of the dollar
means more than devaluation of a symbol
and a monetary system. The intemational
capitalist system as a whole has emerged
from a long cycle of expansion to begin

a long cycle of much slower growth and
many more crises.

In reality, since the German recession of
1966-67, the international capitalist
economy has not had a single year of
general prosperity. There has not been a
single year without a recession or mon-
etary crisis somewhere. The memy-go-
round has only begun. The long cycles
last on an average of twenty to twenty-
five years.

If the workers so desire, if they provide
themselves with a revolutionary leader-
ship that is up to the height of the historic
task, this cycle can give rise to the vic-
tory of socialism in the West. If their
struggles end in defeats because of lack

of an adequate leadership, then capitalism
will seek to resolve its structural crisis in
on their flesh and bones, as it did during
the thirties and forties. The crisis that
has begun is thus both a promise and a
waming.




THE EMPLOYERS

OFFENSIVE

. SOLSALBY

The worldwide attack by capitalists on the
working class is going to involve the
Australian werlang class in some very
bitter struggles for survival. FElsewhere in
this issue Emest Mandel, the noted Bel-
gian Marxist economist, outlines the

that some of our competitors have', he
had a certain capitalist country in mind.
His reference to the'dark days of Pearl
Harbour' gave a broad hint of whom he
meant. 29% of Japanese exports are going

e : to be affected compared to 8% of Britain's
bourgeoisie’s response 10 a recession that or ® of West Germany's. As Japan is

ko threatens to become general. Capitalism  Australian capitalism's best market, the

b is of course an intemational system and repercussions on Australia are g::zni}r‘l,g;,‘I to be
theae_ measures, particularly those taken quite serious. Any intensification of the
by Nixon, are going to intensify the class  trade war will cause the Australian mulin
struggle in Australia, as well as in Amer- ~ class to repress the working class even e
ica. further, including the reduction in real
wages through inflation.

b M::Mahﬂp and company are not worried
. ! : l;}{;*ﬂmfdltect lfn?act of Nixon's surcharge, They are going to tell the workers to reduce
| R of Australia's exports to the US are their wage demands 1o 'improve our com
27 Ef g g?i? q&m:s&and dre therefor not petitive position'. Two out of the three Z
B €cied by the 105 surcharge. Any fur- top tradin rn i
,, i ther increase in unemployment in the US experen 1g £ E'm‘ e Atust‘raha A% ah—ead}-
S or further decline in world trade could anélxthe rf:n-g i anta_m _and e
tT 1 : aﬁe;?t thf:m severely. The real impact a crisis sc:l-::_:; g Jipndslikely to have
ki ! of Nixon § measures on the Australian '
i i ::;“:;}r g amaly The impact of the 'Nixon Economic Pack

R, 2 i = I = , 1
- : %‘__ . 1xon spoke about the 'unfair edge 4ge” is being added to by the current
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CARPENTERS’ STRIKE

ROD QUINN

After decades of quiescence, Victorias
carpenters, stonemasons and tile-layers
have shaken the building industry.

A ft:lll hf:*.m:h of the Conciliation and
Arbitration Commission was convened to
re-hear the cdrpenters' case and the unions
recommended the retum to work with a v
fm'th‘er stop-work meeting planned to
consider the Commission's decision. At
the time of writing pal

Al least 20, 000 other building workers

were laid off in the campai i
minated in the two weekpmgi‘tl]tew{]:fuiq cl;lﬁli;}

fmen. G &) the Commonwealth
Job : ﬂ:'?hrnmem has intervened in the hearing
meetin : : 20d the case could drag on for weeks =
A:himrinngéln::tn:ﬁm?nms outside the  Militants have argued the strikers LhJJ
mtl‘tintg laid the mass stopwork been sent back to work at a tmm_ wl ”
; groundwork for the unity and morale were i

good and cracks

were already “PPearing among big builders

Building workers and t

| |
_ NCIr unions suffered
*eriously from the def :

ensure good ; e3ts of the late
: Pﬂlféing B Nchs o ! forties and early fifr; el
Ly ; rly fifties. Gains w :
mass involvement miximum and E].u-:t after the Second ‘v.‘-'durnm x{*??immg
cul ack b,&_ lnf]ntl . ¥ N . L= g
& : d on and recession caused

Carpenters' claim for 5 510 wage 4rian tactics of the thep |

4s¢ spurred them to . exposed worke
en Fix EXS 10 attacks by the orrases
m; #nd to demand in adﬁ?&:l}u‘:}ilut and other anti-trade u:u;:ﬁ; ?.;T:L: F‘":‘-?.:lru_:_.
« - - ICES. { o
#ccident pay and long-service leaye, SRy puthat melancholy period is the s

existence 3 riy ]
of ‘a rival carpenter's union--the

AS C . . .

:‘{ 2:L. & J. (The Amalgamated Society
C . Larpenters and Jl;l';nt_‘l_-':l the A .5 o J}
i g ; s % = 4% g " a LI

: _1!.?1 ]'tf_}\‘["‘" « == Influenced leaders
Im.'f..l:.lJ lor the past 20 YEArs, sabota s
building w orkers' R

&f Monday, August 23rd an ¢
Spirited meeting of strikers vot
‘:r'm',i_‘d 4pdinst) on th
rships recommendation .

xtremely
ed Lo refume
€ unlion

strupeles,

nfluential C <P A

downtum in the Australian economy (as

evident by recent figures covering invest-
ment and production released by the Bur-

eau of Census and Statistics), the anti-
inflationary measures taken in the last
budget, and the rural crisis. The rural
crisis itself reflects the tendency of the

prices of raw materials to fall under cap-

italism.

It also reflects the reduction of wheat sales

to China as well as, most importantly,

the lack of planning which caused an in-

crease in the production of wool when its
advantage over its substitutes was falling.

The results are already evident. While
unemployment increases and real wages
decrease, the squattocracy is being sub-
SIII'IIE!EC] through the Australian Wool Com-
mission. Meanwhile expectations for the
near future are bleak. Unemployment is
golng to pass the 100, 000 mark (this is an
Optimistic expectation for January by
McMahon) Other senior ministers are far
less optimistic on the basis of the August
unemployment and job vacancy figures.
They predict it will be more likely to be
120,000 or more. Other economists are
predicting a similar situation to the early
60's which will mean up to 160, 000 un-
employed! Those worst hit will be the

school leavers, young workers and mig-
rants.

Such an assault on the working class'
standard of living and employment is

dccompanied by an attack on the working

el P ] = H
class' only weapon: strike action. Rec-
ently, we saw the Summary Offences

Acts in Victoria and New South Wales and

the Public Order Act of the Common-

wealth govermment. Next came the cam-

Paign conducted by the bourgeois press
dgainst 'irresponsible strikes'. Now we
are faced with an even more vicious
dssault, with three state governments in
the process {b}f introducing a bill to im-
pose secret ballots on an i i
to go on strike. Y s ok

?imilﬂrly, Mr Lynch, the Federal Min-
ister for Labour and National Service
has promised a similar law for unions
covered by federal awards. These are
laws which discriminate directly against

Apart from job-site sellouts, the A,S.C.
& J;: have provided a convenient alibi for
E.‘l-lf I.U, (Building Workers Industrial
Union) leaders.

In Victoria the failure of the B.W.I.U,
1O engage in anything beyond the most
ec':.hnﬂmi:‘t of activities is often explained
away by references to the A 2.C. &]
rivals" and their dttempts to recruit dis—
g::'_untl_r:-d B.W.l.U. members. When the
<0 unicms refused to further subsidize the
right wing clique d
['rades Hall Council, the B,W.I.U. ¢
"'. .S.t__. G J. remained in the T HLC
and failed to participate fa
and challe

s figing achivities of the so-called
rehe 1 v S . .

P€ ! unions ﬁ---nlr carpenters referred

to Chandler of the B W 1.1

L Tumer

-f s A K B
of the A,.S.C, ], as [weedledie ana

Tweedledum

Whatever the ougc
L‘JIH[‘JIL_',EI—-—inr_'
carpenters will
mactiv

ome

uLc O0f this particular
iuding L-thi‘i',':hf_ -J-"f!‘.'il:—-

NEVEr remain silent or
dgdin. The e X pe 10
F .1 MTienci
£3g1ng in vigilant

eral involve men

of cn=
4Ctivily and the gen-
L in unicn dClivities

d'l.l_l'l'-‘ﬂ the x"[_r;}-ﬁ' have develope d ney

¥ i " vy 3 : I. T
.njllltiint' capable of challehging their
sClerotic leaders, oy

Hdnl.uuﬁd—hh

| . member
Ve expressy
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1 rank-and r'='i .Lh :I Interest in forming
7 o VT UE unity committee, 7 he
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t HEVOICd L

CXiend to

4, | Prirmarily
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151y untongg
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l.. Gy |'_|.§ ] « Thi introduction 1
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ominating the Melbourne
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The recent Con
CEn very dis:]p

48dinst the ag
movement, Hawke a
ITEd Lo compromjse! Whil

took on the Penal Cl s

ration Act Was mild]
1ously, Cungress mje};tﬂmyr
to_the resolution m S

the so-called lef
t had jon
gmt‘mlled the Congres:. mT:fi]]l:nl}':nd
tmosphere of the congress wa:g;::r:]f

Compromise ined i
idential add;::fmhmd 2 Hawke's P"""

The furthest Con E
move was ta ¢ by pePd iy

ngage i +zr
and to issue a I,EE e m;iﬁogo;agd;
and inflation refuting the employernor:

Socialists who understand the nature o
the reformist leadership of Bob Hawke
should organise to combat the workeg' o
illusions and fight against the curent®
of ruling class repression by providinge
altemative programme. Socialists il
advocate full employment and decent &
living conditions for all; all work on ket
should be divided among the workersh
reducing the hours of work without 2 i
duction in wages\ This slogan of a sha
scale of hours is the only one whichwi
maintain the solidarity of the working
class and will not lead to its intemal
division. N

Inflation is, in fact the result of an = ™
planned economy, that is, an ec 3
that is not planned to meet the nee&tﬁ .
the whole society, but cne which follh®
the logic of individual profit. To coses
the attacks on the standard of living &8
the working class through inflation we
should introduce the slogan of a slidisg S
scale of wages ie., a continuous adjss =
ments of wages to prices. The ;r'r-",_._'_
of the NSW Socialist Left which callsfiss
nationalisation under workers' seli-m&=S
agement of the financial institutions, 88
industrial enterprises without compessss
tion, is the one that ought to be suppss
ed inside the ALP, particularly as Lakes
seems likely to win the 1972 electicsh &

NO COMPROMISE ON SECRET BA
OR PENAL CLAUSES' ¥

FOR A SLIDING SCALE OF WAGE AW
A SLIDING SCALE OF HOURS!, . A
FOR A SHORTER WORKING WEEK '
NO REDUCTION IN WAGES!

v .
g
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FULL EMPLOYMENT FOR ALL!
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effort at tackling divisive craft .
~=an ailment which runs rampant &
building industry.

Cerpenters, in common with jou
such as stonemasons and printers
organized well before the indua® '. y
revolution. The craft pride and pre="
ness of a 19th century tradesman SEE
place on a mu lti-storey office blocks
in 1971. The skills of @ cArpenter; Sug
plasterer and skilled builders labe: “: '
fast becoming -,;omparﬂhle. Only =8
ants, imbued with a sense of WORKES
class Ff'r]jdﬂrj[w&' can bﬂgh‘l to
long -ingrained prejudices. 1 nOSEEY
g21n 15 won, the active ranl'f-'md" g
irml:m;q the carpenters have brushec e
the artificial separations engen e
dua!aumi:‘-ni&m.mNn lﬂadcfﬁhip"'.i&: i
must include the leadership of the A
L C.W.F. (builders labﬂumﬂ}"h';-' i
matched the unity demands by mi# f
carpenters. All other building uni it
have stood on the sidelines and awais
the results.

At the time of writing, the .=.'1":
the dispute remains unclear. '
bench of the Arbitration Court
unlike ly--particularly in view of J
from the Commonwealth Governme ”f
to yield eny worthwhile gain.

The concensus among carpenters is oty
the fight will have to be carried e
to the master-builders and their el o
the real estate and banking firms
Melboume's Golden Mile.

SN

Vietham

George Fyson

The following article has been reprinted
from Socialist Action, a revolutionary
socialist newspaper from New Zealand.

The August 18 announcement of the
withdrawal of Australian & New Zealand
troops from Vietnam does not mean that
the demands of the antiwar movement
have been met: the withdrawal is neither
immediate nor total. The troops are to
be out by the end of 1971when if they
wanted to the government could pull
them out tomorrow. And the New Zea-
land G Australian army training units
are to remain, to help build up the
forces of the Saigon regime.

Nevertheless, the step is clearly a respon-
se to the pressure of the antiwar move-
ment.

Naturally, the govemment refuses to
ddmit that the antiwar movement had
any effect, and the press has deliberately
played down its role too. To concede
otherwise would be to encourage mass
protest to continue and to be adopted
more in support of other issues.

The withdrawal also signifies a failure
in military terms: the revolutionary
fighters in Indochina hiave not yet been
defeated. To .avoid admitting this,

it is claimed that the war is "dying
down", Justifying the latest announce-
ment Holyoake (the New Zealand prime
minister) said: "In those areas where
New Zealand and Australia have afforded
combat support, South Vietnam is better
able to stand alone, and New Zealand's
aid is better directed to training and
other forms of assistance."

But wars such as the one raging in Indo-
china which are the product of deep-
rcoted social antagonisms, do not just
die down without some resolution of
the situation. On the contrary, the
facts show that the war is continuing.
The Saigon forces are still suffering
casualties at the rate of 1,000 per week;
there are still around a quarter of a
million U.5. troops in Vietmam; large
scale boming goes on as before, and the
U.S. is not even considering stopping
it; the bombing has already produced
more than 100, 000 refugees this year,
according to the July 24 Guardian Weekly,
and heavy fighting is taking place right
10w in parts of South Vietnam, as well
as in Cambodia and Laos.

However, the withdrawal of U.S. and
allied forces to date is having an effect

Published by the
socialist Action
LEague

The great myth of the New Zealand
utopia is fast disappearing today.
Capitalism in this country is being
challenged on an ever-widening
range of issues.

There is massive opposition to New
Zealand aggression in Vietnam,
therc's the emergence of women's
liberation, a revival of the Maori
movement, rising labour militancy
a vigorous movement against rcist
South Africa.

A process of radicalization is devel-
oping, especially among young
pecople. Follow it. Read Socialist
‘ction, a revolutionary newspaper
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in Vietnam, and Nixon is very rapidly
approaching the situation where he will
have very little room to manoceuvre if
the revolutionary forces should launch
another major offensive.

The National Liberation Front is still

perfectly capable of doing this if they
choose, according to an article in the
Christchurch Press August 19, by New

Zealand reporter Peter Amett. Though
the situation in the Mekong delta is

re ported to be "subdued" elsewhere it
is different.

“...in the Central Highlands and the
region that borders North Vietnam, the
Viet Cong forces are as strong as they
were in the toughest days of the war.
And while obviously war-weary and
bloodied, they still exhibit strong leader-
ship, spirit and determination.

"The North Vietnamese have retained
the initiative in these regions while the
South Vietnamese have become progress-
ively weaker with the departure of United
States maripes and infantry divisions. "

Arnett quoted one American "of.long
military experience'": "So what can the
strategy be for Saigon when the Commun-
ists attack, as expected, in Spring next
year? Does Saigon send troops from the
delta to protect the north? If it does it
will have real trouble, in its back yard-
already 80 outposts have been overrun
this year in an upsurge of guerrilla act-
i\’it}'- LET]

There is a continuing problem of " pro-
viding the South Vietnamese with leader-
ship"”, said Arnett. In the view of many
American experts, "the leadership pro-
blem goes right up to President Thieu."

"
Perspective

'The farce of "democratic" elections now
being acted out in Saigon indicates that
this is very much as understatement. The
govemment and its allies can hardly claim
to be withdrawing because they have made
South Vietnam "safe for democracy”,
when even Thieu's equality reacticnary
rivals, Vice-President Ky and General
Minh, find it impossible to accept the
conditions under which the "elections”

are to be run.

Despotism réemains in the Saigon regime,
and its miljitary forces are beset with
decay. According to Amett's report,
"An American official said that there
were increasing instances of banditry

by soldiers who held up buses and stores.
"This is disquieting like the deterior-
ation of the Nationalist Chinese armies
in the late 1240s, 'he said."

The weakness of the Saigon forces, the
strength of the Indochinese revolutionarie:
and the rise of a2 mass antiwar movement
in Australia, New Zealand and the U.S.
has posed a sharp dilemma for Nixon.

He has been forced to go to China for a
way out. Statements and reports from
the Chinese government on its prepared-
ness to intervene and smooth the path

for ancther 1954-type settlement have
been contradictory, but its attitude is
justifiably of great concem to the North
Vietnamese and their co-fighters in
South Vietnam. John Gittings, writing
in the Guardian Weekly July 24, reported
on an editorial in the July 19 Hanot party
newspaper Nhan Dan, expressing the fear
that the process of "compromise between
big countries"” may lead to attempts to
"make smaller countries bow to their
arrangements. "

Gittings pointed to the essence of Nixon's

new China strategy: "China has handed
Nixon a devastating victory over hie own
domestic antiwar movement. . . w ho will
believe the antiwar drgument that Nixon'
programme of Vietnamisation is a fraud
designed to perpetuate American control
by indirect means, in the general euphoria
of Nixen's China diplomacy ?* Hanoi,
explained, is dependent on Peking for
signulicant economic aid and for about
80 percent of its light arm requirements.
This means that Peking can very e asily
apply pressure on Hanoi if it wants to.

ne

The U.S. has offered a concession to
China, in the form of a willingness to
idmit China to the United Nations, and
10 a new "two China" policy. But the
issue of Taiwan is still disputed, since
Peking insists that Taiwan is part of
China. This question indicates how
delicately Nixon will have to tread if he
really wants to work out a
with Chairman
months. diplomacy is
surely one of the factors motivatin
simultaneous announcement of
withdrawal, from Vietmam.
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The antiwar
defence of the right of the Viethamese

movement 15 fighting in

to determine their own future free from

outside interference, not for a ceasefire
oo Amencan, or American and Chinese
terms. Only through the immediate,
total and unconditional withdrawal of all
[ and allied armed force: and mat-

erial from Indochina will self-determin-

= - =1
40100 e possible.

] I he success of the
antiwar meovement so far must be sustained
with continuing mass pressure for this

central goal




Many people are beginning to realize that
f environmental pollution has become a
major threat to continued life on E:;llrth as
we know it. But desnite this, self-inter-
ested individuals and corporations persist
in their insane projects of Farth destruction
for short-term financial gain. Examples
occur with alarming frequency, the latest
in Victoria being the massive industrial-
ization plan, already under way, for the
Western Port Bay region southeast of
Melboume. The consequences of this
plan if implemented will be much more
damaging and far-reaching than anything
that was planned for the Little Desert, yet
the fight to save the Little Desert was
more determined and better publicised
One reason for this is that the Westemport
Regional Planning Authority has refused
to make the plans public despite a stated
intention to do so. :

The Save Western Port Coalition has now
produced a booklet outlining the Planning
Authority's intentions, with photographs
of Authority maps showing provosed works.
These plans are almost unbelievable folly.

The Planning Authority.

The Westernport Regional Planning Auth-
ority is made up of two councillors from
‘each of the six shires in the region. These

twelve men, all amateurs at planning,

cannot be overruled by any branch of

though they must pay'due
to statements of planning policy.

govemment,
regard’
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and are not prevented from voting on :
matters in which they have some financial
interest; some of the members have enor-
mous investments in land in the area.

All meetings of the Authority are conduct-
ed in secret.

The Plans.
Many miles of the mainland coast of
Western Port Bay will be reshaped by
large-scale filling of the bay. French
Island which the Authority has allocated
entirely to industry, will have its coast-
line squared off for wharves and cheap
land, and be connected to the mainland
by two causeways and later a tunnel. The
84 square miles of French Island are dest-
ined for dirty and dangerous industries
with low labour requirements. Envisaged
4r€ 3 uranium enfrichment plant. petro-
chemical works, a cracking plant and
another refinery, aluminium smelters and
processing plants for paper and zinc.

All these will be predominantly foreign-
owned. The western and northern shores
of the bay will be reserved for industry,
but, the Authority concludes that Phillio
Island 'should not be considered for major
industrial or urban development at the
present time'. Just a light squaring off
of the northern shore and development of
whdrves and small industries like joineries
and workshops will be enough for Phillip
Island at the moment, the Authority has
benevolently decided.

Organic wastes will be discharged straight
into the bay, and highly toxic chemicals
such as mercury, cyanide and lead will
be piped across Phillip Island and die
charged from the 30 fathom mark on the
south coast of the island- in the feeding
grounds of the penguins and seals,

Land grabbing and speculation.
Speculation ﬁns acceieratea since 1960
when a group of locals formed the West-
em Port Development Committee with
the aim of pushing Westemn Port as a site
for industry. Many of the persons involv-
ed already had land holdings which would
rocket in value in any boom, and four
councillors on the Committee have been
accused of 19 cases of corruntion involy-
ing direct financial interest in matters on
which they have voted. A real estate
syndicate bought up cheap farmland
which was later sold to British Petroleum.

Other investors have moved in as well
and buying has gone on even on French
Island, including the dcquisition by BHP
of 2000 acres. Speculation has also made
_inmads on Phillip Island. A 1967 Parl-
‘amentary Inquiry into port facilities for
the area stated:
"...the Town and
Board became aware
enthusiasm for large-
ment at Westemn P
shadow the facts."
"It was suggested by the Board that in
the interests of ensuring a minimum of
speculative ventures, some high level
investigation should be carried out. .. "

Country Planning
that certain local
scale port develop-
ort was tending to over-

Western Port is a

llution trap.
he shape of

_ estem Port and its two large
islands means that the flushing of effluents
from the bay will be 5o slow that pollutant
concentrations will become very hi

indeed. The Present industrial area jg 17
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THE SHAME OF
WESTERN POR

miles inside the mouth of the bay and the
tidal excursion is only about four miles,

so effluent released even at the beginning
of the ebb tide travels only four miles to-
wards the mouth before the incoming tide
starts to take it back to its point of origin.

It has been calculated that with continu-
ous release of pollutants approximately
1000 times the average hourly discharge
will remain trapped in the bay This
massive poisoning would result in the
destruction of the delicate ecological
balance of the whole region.

thy Westem Port should not be industrial-
1Zed.

Western Port, like any other area, should
be used so that a maximum number of
people obtain the maximum possible
benefit. When the facts are examined,
the conclusion is reached that few people
ire going to benefit under the present
plans. Those who will are overseas share-
holders in foreign companies. No Vict-
orian is going to gain- but those who are
making big money out of it could be con-

sidered as not losing as much as the rest
of us.

Industrialization of Westem Port would have
the following effects:

*Destruction of a large marine rec-
reational area at a time when such areas
are becoming increasingly necessary near
large cities like Melbourne

*Destruction of the area's fascinating
and prolific flora and fauna through air
and water pollution wholesale takeover
of land and by bay filling which will de-
stroy the mangroves, mud flats and salt
marshes so vital in the food chain sy
ing fish, some 173 species of birds and
eventually even the penguins and seals.
Robert M. Buchanan, the ex-American
creator of the Westem Port industrialization
plan, said quite bluntly that Victoria had
to make a choice: it couldn't have both

industry and wildlife in the area. There
have been forty minor oi] slicks in the bay
in the last 18 months and residents haye
complained of air pollution from the re-
fineries.

*Destruction of the bay's fishing in-
dustry, which supplies about 20% of Me]-
boume's fresh fish.

*A severe effect on the established
tourist industry. The State at present
receives between 10 and 20 million doll-
415 per year from the Western Port area.

*1t will add to Victoria's problems of
centralized industry and, by means of a
commercial/industrial corridor from
Dandenong to lastings, take another step
towards tuming an dlready too-large Mel
boume into a detestable megalopolis.

*Cost the Victorian people a huge
dmount in public spending on works and
subsidies. Already, at least $40 million
has been spent by the government on port
facilities and the three industries now
there- two oil refineries and the Lysaght
steel works at present under construction.
Much more will be Spent, and because of

the government!'s willingness to do so

despite advice to the contrary, industries
4ré now lining up to cash in,

*Waste large amounts of public money
by dyplicatlan of port facilities. The
Parhamentaw Inquiry found that the port
of Melbourme was only Opening at one
quarter of its traffic Capacity.

The only reasons why W

: esiemn Port is
altractive to industry

are

A Westem Port beach
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luent, EXCEPL to say that ;
to discharge it int«:!}'F 3

alty or fee and .

ii) the industries woy] -
shipping facilities, - ¢ Close to

dan
there are other places \n%&i&a‘. o
could go without doing nearly as much A
harm. In fact, eventually the pollutios
controls required at Western Port 'nf".lll -
need to be so effective that in the ong ==
term Western Port could prove to be the  RUTH CHAMPION, _
most expensive choice for the companitt  As expected, the press pre_se.nted a quite
Govemment incentives could be trans-  distorted image of Australia's first nation-
ferred anywhere else, and places like | 2l women's uh‘_’fﬁ““ C‘E’-‘;f;';m; h‘;}_‘d in:
Portland and Altona have good accesstg © Melbourne overAugust » For those

port facilities. Westemn Port is a ballom & #ho participated it was a serious attempt

: -, | to discuss the problems that women are
that has been inflated largely by self- confronted with, particularly in fighting

interested local businessmen and offici for equal pay, or more accurately for the

What must be done? W right to 'one rate for one job'. The theme
A moratorium on planning and new deys " of the conference was "Women in the
elopment must be called for a substantizl = Trade Unions" and the issue of an equal
period to allow a thorough study of the " rate of pay tended to predominate in the
ecological effects of industrialization to  papers that were presented over the two

be carried out, and adequate funds proy-  days.

ided for such a study. Papers frequently took an extremely ref-

S ormist line with, for gampl;, mt;

a public enquiry to examis ™ speaker putting forward the idea at
giteznﬁ::??quaﬂ?matimgumrg connec- _-r-;,;' would have to be a general redist-
tions of those who hold the fate of Weg- = ribution of incomes if women were to
em Port in their hands. receive equ:al pay. This was based on
" the assumption thﬂa"é::im eci:tnc[my nsﬁznt

' " whole can only a a certain am
kR ST
can any planning Authority deciding ‘M{._ ' excuse the capitalist economic syst
future of such a public asset as Westem 8
Port be composed of persngaigthp;fit;’ E

i . au T
E:?tv;:;dbaemni;?ﬂ?an:veiable to the Far= women. Discrimination against women
iament. Anti-pollution legislation mni; t was discussed ::nd the farcical nature of
be more vigorous and be enforced.. 'ﬂl‘l ‘the 'equal pay dl?crEE, in many cases-
Victorian government has backpedalled i ie. , women Iwn:}un'g at what :fi sPem?c-
on pollution because it is trying to attBc® ally 'women's work' are not e Oi:';;lt or
industry. Also, citizens must be ableté = the same rates as men. -‘.f:‘rne g exam-
Sle companies which damage the enyif X i ple of this is the plight of nurses.
ment. 5

.

-Ma.n-y women recounted their experiences
at their workplaces and also struggles that
had been waged for equal rates of pay for

|Apother important point of concern to the
whole women's movement is national co-
ordination though unfortunately little dis-
‘cussion was given to this. If we are to
have an impact on women, it is necessary
for all groups to join together for action
‘around such demands as free abortion,
free contraception, free 24 hour child-
‘care centres, equal pay and equal job
and educational opportunities, and other
‘demands that the women's liberation
movement is beginning to put forward.

The public must be informed of whatii =
happening at Western Port. The Planmsgs
Authority has not made its plans publi¢ =

because it knows they are not in the isté®
ests of the general public. The peopl
Inust demonstrate to the governm ent LSS
they are not prepared to have public ms

ies used for projects actively hostile t0
the public interest, and they must f""'
the Planning Authority to acknowledge
that there is more to industrial planning
than merely catering for the needs of
industry. T

In the daily press we were accused of
'practising discrimination by refusing to
allow men speaking rights at the cunt:er-
ence, whil asserting that we were trying
to end discrimination. This was an ex-
Itreme distortion., One of the important
laspects of the women's liberation move-
nent is that women can come together

to discuss the problems they face as an 5
loppressed group. No matter how sympath-
gtic many men may be they cannot have
Rne same ConSCiouMESs as women, W{:D
hiave become aware of their status anc
Wwant to discuss this with women who_ have
hared common experiences, and wish

o take action with other women around
issues of concern to women. We were
amused by the fact that bEfﬂ!“E men were
denied speaking rights, the first two speak-
ers_at the opening of the conterence were
«+..yes, men! We felt that for too la;m.g
men had dominated the floor of ' confer-
ences and it was now time [or women to
leanu o speak for themmlves,-!especmu}r
a5 it was a women's conference!)

IR Cn the Monday we held a small (about 80
‘emen) but gpirited demonstration that
Flarted at the City Square and which
Sirched around the city and then up to

8 henc"ruc:m-.mu. Though small, this
R ©Monstration was probably one of the mos
SOt vocal Melboume has ever witnesses.

i ' V¢ marched down the streets with

placards and banners on display, we chant-

E S!DEEM ind sang songs to a somewhat
PEWildered throng of shoppers and workers

All the above are only demands ﬁ'.
within the framework of capitalism o E;
parliamentary democracy, and do nu v
get to the root of the problem. Whic e
capitalism exists we are going to b€ 7
tinually faced with situations SR th:!!'i

Western Port crisis. All industrial E;:::m .
prise should exist for the purpose of
welfare, not for the profit of a few ";_ ;
expense of the rest. This d'ma.ﬂd“:uu
ordinated planning and workers ':““i i 18
industry, and this is realizable only 18

socialist situation.

CONFERENCE HELD

out for lunch. Many leaflets were distrib-
uted stating our basic demands.

These leaflets were later distributed to
the ACTU delegates for whom they had
particular relevance. Such demands as
paid maternity leave and paid shopping
time are just two of the demands that were
directed towards the ACTU. Not cnly
were delegates presented with leaflets but
they were also shown that women are no
longer prepared to passively accept their
lot or on the other hand passively accept
token statements of support by union
officials. We demonstrated that we want
dction and that we are prepared to fight
for it. Many delegates were confronted
about their policies towards women and
found themselves on the defensive. For
us this was just the first step in a fight for
the rights of women, in a fight for our
liberation.

MILITANT

WOMEN

Several actions among Sydney's working
women in the past few weeks have shown
that they are achieving a new level of

COonscioutness.

On August 29 eight women cleaners staged
a sit-down strike for about one and a half
hours on a Pan-American Jumbe jet. The
women sat down in the plane and refused
to move until a sacked co-worker was re-
instated. Following the arrival ci:f a 1:::;@1:.
representative the woman was reinstate
pl:I:ldi.ni_; further discussion in the forthcom-
ing week.

il &
o o

ot lon ior to this strike mere
?wn athErF:‘:tims by women workers. In
carly August there was a sufike of 3&0.
women at @ printing works in Sydney in
demand of higher wages. Almost coincid-
ing with this was the picket of a factory
by 30 women workers. They were de-
manding that 8 male non-unionists ui::-
ployed at the factory be forced to jo
their union.

se¢ actions are important because they

lt:v that women are beginning to mali::
the powerful influence they cin exert i
they act together; if they unite they 3“
present a strong front and have their de-
mands fulfilled. No longer do &;L:r::
merely as an altemative, cheip“dm
labour, prepared to suffer sub-st Sl

y and conditions. They too are dgln
ning to fight for the same rights (an e
special rights) and rates of pay as m

workers,

NATIONAL ABORTION
CAMPAIGN

LAUNCHED IN U.S.

Over 1, 000 women met in New York over
July 16-18 to plan a National campaign
for the repeal of all antiabortion laws and
anticontraception laws and no forced
sterilization. The campaign is being co-
ordinated nationally by the Women's
Naticnal Abortion Action Coalition
(WONAAC) and the coalition is planning
mass marches in Washington DC and San
Francisco on November 20.

This group, calling themselves "Women
for the Inclusion of Sexual Expression”,
on finding they were in 2 minority at the
conference after their proposals had been
defeated, devoted a large amount of time
and energy red-baiting other women at
the conference and trying to disrupt it by
disconnecting microphones and shouting
abuse. :

They distributed a leaflet called "What
Every Woman Should Know" which ittack-
ed the Socialist Workers Party and the
Young Socialist Alliance for 'co-opting'
and 'manipulating' the women's libera.
Hion movement as it had the peace move-
ment. One WISE supporter even moved
that staff méhbersfor the Coalition

state their W{jiit"{li affiliations. This

was soundly dsteated after discussion.

Reports from all around the country indi-
cate that support for the demonstrations
are growing. Press conferences haye
been held in many areas to publicise the
demands of the campaign, and to urge
women to join in building it.

Although the New York conference was
extremely successful in launching this
campaign and in bringing together a
large number of women to discuss plans
for action around these issues, it was
marked by a bitter debate which resulted
in 3 group of about 150 women walking
out after trying to disrupt the conference.

[t was pointed out that these witch-hunt-
Ing tactics, used successfully by McCarthy
in the 50's, don't work any more and are
dlways used to obscure political issues and
prevent people from considering different
ideas on their merit. The WISE women
o~ made their exit chanting "Off the Trots"'
Lt (Trotskyists- meaning the Socialist Work-
ers Party and the Young Socialist Alliance)

All the tactics employed by these forces
to disrupt and red-bait were rejected
overwhelmingly by the conference which
proceeded to adopt a proposal to set up a
national co-ordinating committee to
build the November 20 actions.
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The demonstration to the ACTU congress on Monday 30, August.
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The Australian press has generally tended
to explain the current crisis as the heat-
ing up of Irish religious differences that
most of the rest of Furope got over hund-
reds of years ago. Such an explanation
_ is completely superficial. The jssue is
not religion but a complex combination
of economic and political factors. While
the religious differences are real, they
do not arise naturally but are the by-
cts of the British conquéest of Ireland.
ﬁm of the world wide dilemma of
international ca talism the British ruling
class peeds to r in its domination of

e
religious difference prrfl t ssumecs difference until it assurmed 3

caste character,

L
EETTE,
-

irish customs and laws. After the Reform-
ation, however, the distinection between
Catholic and Protestant, coinciding in the
main, with the distinction between the
conquered and the cmqr.:ering race.
provided a means of differentiation conv-

enient to the law.

Using the Protestants as the in.i-t‘l'!.lmtnt of
its ruie and accﬁm' them lvileges in

recognition of this

riti m
{

ction
Tialism succeeded in hardenin

milar in many respects

the Irith working class so that it can exp-
ort some of its employment. This means

a much more intesified struugle in the

The only instituﬁlaﬂ
ative of the native

to rgu:ism.

‘g |
in any way I'EDI‘E#EPI—
‘population that survived

north but more so in the south as the TR
- . Fia the conquest was the Catholic ¢
republican yoursin ﬁmmn 2 ]‘thir Lgthg Discﬁm?::ated against as Catholics,
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e ty to Catholicism, thus becoming captives
R e of a reactionary ideology and hierarchy
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The Growth of the
" Industrialised North
i The north is the most industrialised part
of Treland, 1t is here, in the late
_ eighteenth and throughout the nineteenth

em custom, _-liﬁd'.eﬂiud a pool of capit-

- sive
o

Farly efforts to subdue Ireland had been
largely frusirated by the tendency of the
English settlers to inter-marry and adopt

their liberation struggle . -

ury that an indu:triat:.f I:ie:ngzui:::
g *I'ht%:n trade plus the north-

al which could finance the more expen-
technology githtjindust:h}_:gwht:.—

ower and a degree of mech-
ted in the north the rest
fry could not compete in

s. The strength of the - _
crushing economic power

cimity of the greatest capitalist
> in the world, Britain, meant that
RSN B ir oot s ve | oped 5 the
€ he increasing debts in
countryside during the time

»

erefore the north was the only part of

' d where an urban middle-class
_experienced 3 "natural' historical growth.
It was allowed to industrialize unimpeded.

I not compete with English trade.

mﬂ’ :pﬁnﬁdléﬁm was that the north's

- superior status was thereby confirmed)
- Ulster was the only province of Ireland
able to resist the Famine, for in the north
~ the land was not devoted to the potato.
to this, the southem bourgeoisie
% longer in a position where the
Union yielded even the smallest rewards

~ tor it. By the 1870's it was demanding
- home

e rule. :

~ For the north, the integral link with
British industry, plus the fear of being
- forced to subsidise the south's induistrial-
~ isation and act as a catchment area for
~ its taxation led the northemn bourgeocisie
to oppose home rule.

The Orange Order

The main institution of northemn Protest-

"l"" - _—
i‘fﬁ rule iz the Oranes O=dcs. Orange

“2ujes arose in the countryside as Pro-
testant peasant organisations aimed
against fellow Catholic peasants and
agricultural workers. After the Famine
the depopulation of the south tock the
form of emigration abroad. In the north
it was largely absorbed by the expansion
of Belfast. With the shift to the cities-
of people (caused by the landlords
changing to cattle raising rather than
tillage because of the larger profit), the

values of Protestantism and supolying,
in themselyves, institutions unifying the
leisure, political and religious activitie
of their members.

in the nineteenth century--the northem
bourgeoisie by its status as the only in-

' thus forcing emigration and retaining

1 linen remained protected because

lodges followed, importing the traditional

With the maturing of 2 militant workinec
class--quite radical it seems, even early

dustrial bourgeoisie in Ireland, saw that
need to use religious bigoty to split 2
working class solidarity and also to m;in-
tain its support for the British connection.
To do this it used the Orange Order.

Ry capturing the leadership of two senior
D};angl::uiilstituﬁcms, the Apprentice Boys

of Derry and the Royal Black Preceptory,
the business elite managed to cement

these into high powered political machines:
Protestants could now find access to
housing, employment and social promotion
and the historical separation of different-
iated education and residence was con-
firmed. In return all that was demanded
of the poor was their allegiance,

Oppressed Catholic Minority.

There are 500,000 Catholics in the Six

Counties of Northern Ireland dominated

by a Protestant population of one million.
The area is wrongly referred to by anti-
nationalist forces as "Ulster", for this
old e in¢luded nine counties,
three ufwhicharen:gh;mnr::fﬂm;;rgi;
Catholic minority & subject 10 seve
discrimination atl?q.tt which the Australian
ress has very little to say. It has been a
liberate policy of the regime to deny
Catholics housing and, eu:rplu?mtnt.ﬂm
Protestants in the majority.

. l"'\ .
While the unemployment rate for the Six
Counties is 7 “p ent, it is much higher
among Catholics. In the predominantly
" Catholic towns of Derry and Strabane
umemployment is 174 percent and 25
- percent respectively, while in Protestant
Belfast the figure is around S percent.

A corollary to this is the increasing dis-
parity between the three predominantly
Catholic counties to the west and the
more Protestant counties in the east.

The govermnment's policy has been to,
provide incentives for industry to develop
in the east, dispite the already lower
unemployment there'

The discrimination in housing is well
illustrated by the fact that in Demry only
500 new houses have been built since 1919,
Outside of slum clearance housing, for
four fifths of new houses in Northern
Ireland are taken by Protestant families.

Catholics are also denied positions of
responsibility in the government and the
professions. Of the 332 positions in the
various government appointed boards
through which a large segment of public
affairs is administered, only 23 are
occupied by Catholics. of the 319 senior
positions in the Northern Ireland Ciwil
Service, only 23 are occupied by Cathol-
ics. Source: British Imperial Calendar
and Civil List, 1969) i

To hold the Catholic population down
the Northern Ireland governme nt has
over the years organised periodic pogroms,
which are led by the Royal Ulster
Constabulary and by a much larger force
of irregular police, which were known
as the "B-Specials. ! new Tormally,
thigh not in practice, disbanded. The
former consists 90 percent of Protestants
and is armed; the latter is an exclusively
Protestant sectarian organisation whose
members retain their firearms in their
own homes. One of the main demands
of the Catholic community has been for

the disarming of the RUC and the dis-
banding of the specials.

The legislative comerstone of the T pres-
sive apparatus upon which the re gime is

based is the Special Powers Act. In 1963
Prime minister Vorster of South A frica :
l_“_hen South African minister of justice '
introduced a new Coercion B :
s that he "would be
the legislation
of the Northem
Under this

eI ill by saying
willing to exchange all
of that sort br one clause o

, : Act the authoritiex iITe empower
-;l‘tlI‘n:-'::rn‘--a.L 1mong other things. to ir ;
rest without warmmant, imprizon v1=1|- i
charge of trial. : v

Enter premises and

1.‘|_ll_'f'||,|

‘The Soeial Democratic- and Labour Party.

_ discredited old conservative Nationalist

'~ long since accomod ated

- high peint with the 1

~ complete national indepen

 its own self-preservation. TI

Ireland Special Powers Act

15 0f a famous IRA

search without warrant, declare curfews
prohibit meetings and assemblies, permit
punishment by flogging, deny fmy claim
to a trial by jury, forcibly detain wit-
nesses and compel them to answer
questions, prohibit the holding of an

inquest after a. ,is_lﬁ:s death, and . ..

Despite the strong nationalist sentiment
of the Catholic people, there isvery =
lit.le expression of it possible through the

facade of parliamentary democracy in e oo
Six Countifs. Of the two main political ==

parties, the Unionist, or Protestant pany
is committed to maintaining the union
with Britain on which the Protestan iﬁ
privileges hdve tra sended

e

is formally pledged to umion wlft}ﬂlﬁ*
of Ireland, which is overwhelmingly
Catholic. The party is essentially the &
under a new name'
SDLP and their clerical mentors
-d themée
the caste state which assured
disputed contro) of the Catho
TonBECEey: et A
Resistance 1o British Rule
The history ﬂf'ﬁgﬁ:_nﬁfuigi
British rule is a long one, rea
independence. The resat w
ition of Ireland into the “Fre
Northern Island "this wasa b
the aims of the movemen

hav

Catholic _establid:m!nl;f‘ht“th?.
with the interests of British im

The 1922 partition had tw
for British imperialism. By
industrialised northeast from
tured south and west it block
ibility for economic indeps
country. Today, the R'tlgah j
subject to British neo-colonia
the north is but 4 direct col

Secondly, the maintenance of |
caste-like system, through
purely Catholic state in th
countries, and a Protestan
Six Countries, preserved |
social conseryatism in both
island.

Since the upsurge of the o
struggle in the Six Countiet
with the civil rights movem
this equilibrium has been upsek; =
British government is now seekifl
store it by force of arms.

ha

At the present time the Bri
has close to 20, 000 troop
more thm it has in West
Yconfront” the might of the
countries. Madgss imprisonine
suspected of supporting the
movement was begun AUgu

community.

What is the IRA?

R
The IRA has been the object GAEE
deal of mystification by thi
country, the better to misre€}
What exactly is the IRA,; &8
its goals? g

several herole attempts ‘i‘ﬂl h':
to drive the British out of Ir€

the Fenian brotherhood; wh ch ceod
forces
actually formed out of oTC R P IR

those f nise
Irish Army which refused to
humiliating partition treaty Quese
waged a fierce campaign
emment in Dublin which i
nationalist struggle. But ﬂ\nt
feated, though not sufficie $‘
"' it continuing in existence ﬂi"a - _
army, and waging two Ff'-f'c“igag a i
against Northemn Ireland in 1a¢ NM'. |
The recent growth of its PP“F“"“h the &= |
in the Twently 51X Counties W

1 '-..
an, whoy i -

the Mayo F l'o_.'m_:;LD'Iul‘l =

unit,

' ence) of the Sinn Fein

. lican movement's polit{ng;_w!ng. AT
- large number of

~ Fail, which ha

vival of the nationalist struggle in the
northeast has forced Dublin to accord it
a measure of political and practical sup-
port.

Following the failure of the 1956-62
campaign the movement entered a long

_period of critical analysis. What was
important to them was not simply the

~ military defeat, but that they had failed

~to get the su of the Irish people, and
had become dangerously isolated. With
such support, their guerrilla war would
have been invincible. But without it,

- the IRA was powerless against the armed

might of British Imperialism.

-

o

_ to a split at last year's Ard-Fheis
arty, the Repub-

2 within the IRA gaye way
'lConL

the delegates walked out

" to form the "Provisional Army Council"
. and the "Caretaker Executive of Sinn

g ERINGR. o
 Althoug éhe n mﬂ:‘i ool mi;;
~ number of genuine revolutionaries, they
~ also took out z backward section of the

movement which 'ﬁﬁ}l}d.‘_ﬂlﬁ overcome
~the tradition of Irish Republicanism to~
~on purely physical force to the ex-

on of political
rejected the soc
fficial” IRA, c
mmunist influence. It is the
any of the Official

" The Proyisionals also
perspective of the

: g party in D

: uh__].'ln,_..thf__iv‘ilﬁnﬁ
s everything to lose from
the development dﬁﬂﬂ'ﬁepyﬁﬁnm—
‘Thus it is essentially a right-wing split-

_ off from the republican movement. To
. combat the left-wing leadership of the
Official IRA, the Provisionals have taken
_an ultra-militant line with a lot of boast-

~ ful talk about attacking British forces.
thereby handing the imperialist command-
ers a cover for their provocative actions
against the nationalist minority.

Both IRAs today are larger, better armed
‘and have wider support amongst the nat-
ionalist population in the north than at
any other time in history. However, it
is difficult to see how the Provisionals,
‘with their apolitical approach, will be
iBb]e £ o breakk. . .- LNV SRa

able to break down the hostility of
‘testant workers and win them to the

s ..".
)"4!_.

'.  Republican cause, or overcome the sect~

arian influence of the Catholic church and

~ the Dublin government - prerequisites

for a united Ireland free from British rule.

The reply to the question of strategy that
was given by the president of the official
Sinn Fein, Tomas Mac (l‘inil;, l:ha_m 3
interviewed by Gerry Foley on-
tinental P:en-l:us incontrast, to % A%
"We continually emphasise the fact that
there dre three basic elements of repib-
licanism: It's separatist. It's socialist.
And it's nonsectarian.”

For them, the fight for the liberation of |
the northern Catholic minority must at
the same time be a fight against the anti-
Protestant bigotry of the Ca&uﬂn Church,
and a fight in defence of the basic inter-
ests of the Protestant working class and
small farmers.

Mac Goilla and many of the other
Official republican leaders, including
IRA chief-of-staff Cathal Goulding,
also see the national libertaion struggle

as connected with the struggle for
s;ccia lism, and it is the policy of the IRA

to fight 1or a socialist republic of tne
whole of Ireland.

Said Cathal Goulding when interviewed
by Gerry Foley, ""'If we don't have a

programme and a policy to bring about
such development, we are only wasting

ftmakeady were reputed to have held off six hundred

activity in the struggle

har&i;_ng_ them with being
:'pn'blii::;:

. The

our time. We don't intend to exchange -

foreign capitalist exploitation for native
gombeen (Irish moneylenders and small
businessmen) capitalist exploitation.
Therefore at sbme stage the struggle

for national liberation must develop
toward the establishment of the people
in the ownership of Ireland, that is,
toward a struggle to establish a socialist
republic.”

The movement of the nationalist min-
ority of the Six Counties is already un-
folding in that direction, and through
it the participants have taken thgir
place, along with the Palestinian Arabs
and the Vietnamese peasants, in the

vanguard of the developing world
olition. ¢ - ¥o
urrent Struggle.

In its current attacks on the northern
Catholic community Britain is seeldng
to snuff out the growing influence of
the radical, secular nationalist move-
ment, whose symbol and mainstay is
the outlawed Irish Republican Army.

UPush the people into Bogside. .. .and
let's have a death, "residents of Derry

~ City, Northem Ireland, heard a British

army radip broadcast say last July 7, -
‘acconding to Frank McManus, member
of parliament for Fermanagh & South
Tyrone. Shortly after this reported
broadcast, "Seamus Cusack was shot

blank range, " said eyewitness Nell
McCafferty in the July B Irish Times.

Next day a second youth was shot to
death by British troops as he tried to
march into the walled part of Demry
City in 2 procession of mouming for
Cuosack,

p T
More recently a Catholio-was shot when
‘the van hé was driving back-fired, and
the sound was mistaken by trigger-happy
soldiers for the firing of a rifle. On
August 19 a deaf-mute was killed after
attending a civil-rights meeting in the
‘small town of Strabane. Twenty-three
eyewitnesses swore that, comtrary to
any British army claims, the man was
~ unarmed. _ :
Roots of the Current
Radicalisation

Northern industry has been in decline
for over a decade. Industrial central-
ism in and around Belfast has led to
the denudation of the areas, west of
the River Bank, with the highest densi
of Catholic n. The balar
of payments has been periodic:
adjusted by cuts in |
The nﬁik has bes

working class too has
the faltering of Orange
on the Catholic prol
peasants in the 1

is in the context
developments that the recent even
Ulster must be seen. o

lntemmeqt S A e Wi s U
'-'gh;f (ﬁﬂuqnu Constabulary) shoutec:

Merawl

dog. you bastard: you are

persans seized August
‘bu::w:i.?uﬂids on the nationalist ghettos

o 230 of
m Ireland. Roughly
ger::f:emording to press reports, are

British troops.

by a British soldier at practically point-

Wi |

5

current radicalisation of the nat-
inority has its roots in the
ictions between a helpless
subordinate ) Northe g
. oo ._ ; \:1" ! J-_-, __ ) g I'
- (ic ‘world terms) B '1 ing ¢ .

 The

still being held in the Crumlin Road
jail in Belfast and on the prison ship
Maidstone anchored in Belfast harbour.
They are threatened with indefinite
imprisonment without chargé or trial.

Sending overwhelming military forces
into the Catholic ghettos throughout
Northern Ireland at 4.30 a.m. and
dragging off 300 men, the British
government left no doubt about its
intentions. It was trying to crush all

opposition to the status quo by brute
force.

Accarding to Northem lsish Prime Min-
ister Brian Faullmer's statement of Ang-
ust 9, the raids were aimed at extremists
and terrorists belonging to the outlawed
‘IRA . This claim might seem likely to
mollify intemational public cpinion,
which has been trained to regard Irish
freedom fighters as mystical fanatics.

It could not impress the people of the
nationalist ghettos who know that in
Northem Ireland the IRA has served
most often as neighbourhood defence
force against Protestant pogroms .~

It was obvious, moreover, that the
attack was aimed not anly at the IRA
but at all militant opposition to the
oppressive system on which the imper-
ialist fortress state of Northem Ireland
is based. Ll A

'hm 1969 British troops were sent
into Northem Ireland ostensibly to defend
the nationalist minority against pogroms
by the Royal Ulster and the .
Protestant B Special militia. Now, oaly
two years later, these same troops have
themselves spearheaded terrorist attacks
on the nationalist ghettos.

The Irish Times reported August 10:
"The first arrests began around 4,30 a.m.
and inside three hours a full-scale battle
was going on between Catholic rioters
and British troops. Countless buses,
lorries and wvans were freely hijacked to
make buming barricades.”

"Thu:tnﬂ':'frequnt' sent bursts of gunfire in

these (Catholic) areas, and the scene of

desolation and destruction was homrific:
much worse than that which occurred in

atthe
tone down their :

(7]

e campaign (announced

,-'-.; ;Hl
counter to the br by s
s y to pick up momentum. On Augus

began S sitin
the British troops broke up 2 SIHE ©
ﬁ'ﬂf, “arresting the moderate ci"ﬂ-'ﬂ 5

® o

leaders John Hume and Ivan Cooper, both
of whom are independent MP's in the Bel-
fast parliament. By this move, the Londen
govermment seemed to cut its last links
with conservative Catholic forces, ruling
out any settlement less than complete
surrender.

By this act the British government had
demonstrated that it would not negotiate
with any element in the pationalist com-
munity. Jack Lynch, the Irish Prime
Minister, now felt it necessary to denounce
the British government itself although the
regime of which he is the head was built
on liquidation of the national revolution,
accommodation with Britain, and accept-
ance of the partition (1921).

The reply to the thinly veiled plea for
some gesture by the British government
to maintain the credibility of the mod-

erates was an old-fashioned imperialist
dressing down.

In the face of Heath's brutal attempt to
crush the nationa st community as a
whole, all elements of the minority
mnited in resistance to the authorities.

A Worker's Republic
The mood of the nationalist population

in the South can not be gauged from press
reports. However, there is no conclusive
evidence as yet that the broad masses are
ready to fight or that any organisation

has developed a programme and a strategy
that can give a concrete political focus

to the present upsurge and channel it
toward a revolution throughout the island.
But there are some indications that the
latest explosions in the North may have
had a deep impact on Southem workers.
Bernadette Devlin speaking to 2n enthus-
iastic crowd in Dublin said, "Do not
feel sorry for us, rather bring down the
26-counties and try to built 2 workers
republic. "

The use of intemment and the army has
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university government, in both adminis+
trative and academic spheres - focussing,
on the one hand, on the centralisation
of authority in the offices of Vice-
Chancellor and University Council, and
on the other, in the Professorial Board.
Together these interlocked structures
fuse the tops of the administrative and
academic heirarchies - an irrevocably
conservative executive for the preserv-
ation of the university as a class instit-
ution, designed to propagate bourgeois
ideology in the abstract form of'know-
ledge", and to train functionaries for
other sectors of the capitalist system (i.e
"wvocational training",)

N
ISCI

Until the exclusions clanses are n’:sc.inded
there will continue to be confrontation
hetween the administration and the stud-
ent left which has the backing of the vast
majority of students.

WEST
GATE ...

the Authority. The request was refusea
by FF & P.

their troubles. The best they can hope
for is to delay matters, and work their
will during the exams when student res-
istance is low.

caps-ultfitian on the future of the
university and its govermment", he said 2

LA TROBE

RUTH CHAMPION

"This has now been set in motion with
the inquiry into the university govern.
ment, and all parties are working in 2 N
spirit of co-operation." This las% . i
statement is rather optimistic, certainly, o

Within this constricting framework some
small start has been made in attacking
the elitism, bureaucracy and ideology
which permeates university structures.
Movements for student power and control
of courses (eg. at Sydney University)
and so on, while initially reformist in
themselves, are part of a process of
political awakening amongst students
and staff, a broad process of radicaliza-
tion.

However, these events have exposed
certain conflicts within the university
community, and even inside the admin-
istration itself. It is claimed that there
were disagreements between administra-
tion officials and in Council over whether
changes should have been brought at all

- and that the Vice-Chancellor insisted
on his way in the matter. Essentially

THE REPORT OF THE ROYAL
COMMISSION INTO THE FAILURE CF
THE WEST GATE BRIDGE.

Students are becoming increasingly dis-
enchanted with the use that canitalism is
making of the universities and this dis-
enchantment is expressing itself more and
more in radical politics. Obviously, the
Administrators{ many of whom have

strong ties with industry)are feeling theeat-
ened and are attempting to suppress dis-

been paid by the State Govemment if the
Royal Commission was to be conducted
fairly with respect to the unions of worke
who built the bridge and died in the coll-
apse.

The Commission found that WSC "fell
far short of ordinary competence"” in
many respects. In adopting an unusual
method for erecting the steel span they
""failed to attain a sufficiently high
standard of care".

However, opposition by section

i s of staff
?.nd t!'le great mass of students to admin-
istration bureaucracy and the Vice-
Chancellor and Council in particular

is growing steadily. Petitions have beeg

In 1957 the "Western Industries Associat-
ion" was formed of industries located in
Melbourne's south-western suburbs. It
was ""most concerned that a crossing of

The exclusions clauses that all Austral-
jan Universities have adopted have in
* the case of La Trobe led to

The Royal Commission finds it astonishing
"to find on this project the confusion, lac
of co-operation and antagonism that devel

massive campaign around the repeal of sent. The exclusions clauses are witness

{ these clauses. The fact that 3 students to this. They are being fought and must

| were excluded at the beginning of this continue to be fought by all students who
g believe that education means more than

on what were blatantly political ‘
e i becoming a technician and a crutch for

it was a victory of legalism over the
"human relations" approach, and
certainly it exemplifies the high degree
of inflexibility characteristic of univers-
ify administrations the world over - a

signed by up to 100 students and a few

staff claiming that they took par invne
blockade in the same way as the 4 x
students charged. The administration = =
is now faced with the embarrassing posgﬁ

At Melbourne a group of radical staff
members has set up a counter - "Staff
News", which is having some effect in

some description should be built across
the Lower Yarra." By 1965 the "Lower
Yarra Crossing Authority” a company
entirely comprised of representitives of
private enterprise was formed. Subsequ-

Their organisation
Gj the activities of the workmen on the
job was inadequate.

oped not only between each of the parties

and the Authority, but between the parties
themselves. !

On the basis of a "labour and manage- This indicutes the need for 2 more

sparked off a mass reaction kL) s AL : ey ! - ¥ rousing interest in a re-interpretation of ently the Government of Victoria passed ment” contract JHC took over the steel- cohesive management with rational
among students. At an extremely large capitalism. fan_:tl:sr which is undermining their auth- F-.:ll‘bﬂ‘lt}lri:'f having to conduct mass . the nature of the university. Acts enabling the company to hnnF;w work erection from WSC. Due to their procedures for design and checking and
student meeting 1000 students over- ority amongst both staff and students. i) e 5 " g money on debentures to finance the cros- inexperience in this field JHC were not with areas of responibility and authority

This point is underlined by the fact that
Professor Howard of the'law Faculty
refused to sit on the Disciplinary Commit-
tee because he regarded the laying of
charges as a provocative act.

whelmingly rejected the exclusion of

the students (La Trobe has an enrolment

of only 3000 students many of whom are
art-time ) They also called for the

resignation of Council with particular

~  Of course, the Vice-Chancellor, Council
§  and Professional Board are only the most
wvisible components of this educational
bureaucracy - they must work within
firm boundaries set by the Universities
Commission and the various Government

well defined; an organisation built of
experienced, competent people which
plans completely and properly before it
acts, taking mens lives into its hands.
Such an organisation for technical man-

supposed to make technical decisions
but to seek advice from WSC personnel.
However they became "over-confident”
and failed to seek this advice. Also
"constant bickering and argument” went

¢ing and guarenteeing repayment of the

These latest happenings must be séen funds borrowed.

in the context of a continuing strugglé =
against the infamous Regulation 3.3.185
or Admissions Statute, which in its
various amended forms has the effect

MELB.

JIM McILROY

ST sidn e

So began a capitalist enterprise to build
what would be one of the world's major

N e

s emphasis placed on the Vice-Chancellor
Glenn, who is director of 1CI {therefore a
profiteer from napalming and machine-
gunning of the Vietnamese people- 1CI
also profits from the system of Apartheid
. in South Africajand Kalinan who was one
~ of the designers of the Westgate Bridge

- which collapsed killing 35 workers.
Since this mass meeting practically
nothing has been done to bring about the
repeal of the exclusions clauses- neither
Glenn or Kalinan had resigned not to
mention the Council.

Fully 3 months after the lock-in of the
Administration building at the University
of Melboume on May 6, 4 students have
been charged with offences relating to
the building of barricades, painting of
slogans etc. This event is notable initi-
ally for:
1. the long period of time before the
charges were laid;
2. the fact that only 4 out of hundreds
present were charged;
3. the fact that the people charged were
well-known political activists on campus
(mostly Students For a Democratic Society
members. )
4. the fact that the charging occurred
only 2 days before the end of 2nd term.

T T

1t was because of this state of affairs that
. @ mass meeting was called recently which
~ called for a blockade of the next Council
. meeting. When the Council refused to
. accept a delegation and refused to discuss
~ the exclusions it was blockaded in its
meeting room. The next delegation was
received in 2 more friendly manner but
still the council refused to consider the
students demands. After this we presented
our ultimatums to the Council: either
rescind the exclusions clauses or remain
blockaded. Eventually the Council called
in the police, which led to their release.

The belated pressing of these charges

‘makes it clear that the university admin-
istration is extremely keen to bolster its
declining authority, both inside and
outside the university, whatever the
consequences. Inside the campus it
feels the need to enforce its own little
law and order campaign and demonstrate
clearly "Who Runs the University", as
well as taking the opportunity to pick
out known radicals for special attentjon,
in an attempt to intimidate others from
becoming too obviously active in their
dissent. It also gave the appearance; at
least, of choosing to do this at a time
(end of term) when there was little
chance of organising effective mass
student opposition.

Aftermath.

Since then the Proctorial Board has met to
consider the evidence, and arising out of
‘this, eight students have been expelled

- for varying periods(from one to three years

e
. each)

%

i _;’_.:’a" ﬁﬁamu no question that the Administra-

~ tion has reacted in a rather hysterical

- manner. The eight students expelled are

~ well-known campus leaders and in charg-

~ ing them the Administration seems to be

. expressing a desire to undermine the dey-

eloping left-wing movement that is threat-

ening its own control. With regard to the

actual blockade, it may have been that istrar eventually obtained the concession

we were confronting the wrong body(the that he would not , as prosecutor, oppose

~Council is not the sole repositry of decision- 1 move to postpone the hearings until

~ making in the university. ) yet the facts .

- are that approximately 200 students part-
icipated in the blockade of whom only eigh
Sioht were charged. The presentation of
evidence jeading up to the laying of
charges was all hela secretly by a body
$hat is totally unrepresentative ol the Wii-
NErsity. If discipline is to be enforced on
Students then it should be done by a body
ahiat s truly representative of the staff and
-mdﬁnts. It should be done quite openly
ﬁ_ﬂbem:! of in secrer, belind closed doors.

A

In the event, a meeting of several hund-
red students on the last day of term,
deadlocked on what action should be
taken, while expressing clear opposition
to the charges. An assembly of about 200
took place in front of the administration
building, and a delegation to the Reg-

R

except that one student did stand trial
and was severely reprimanded.

5.D.S. in their inimitable individualist
1'1:"!:""! hi"‘I:J A ]Tl':“::}' coumrt 1o 11_'_; .'I'.ll_' 1:‘-. lCe
Chancellor.
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Harmy Van
520,

In personal ¢
Chancellor frar
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Fine entertainment [or all.

confontations
ind Regl

Moorst was su

AL the time of going to

press, thi
recent development was

that the
VErsity Ex_:;--._|.r'|{_"|1.J {in the abs

r
On Wednesday, 1t September a mac:
meeting of sear 1000 students averwhelm- .
inﬂ'l‘j." condemned the Proctorial Board and
gecided that it connidered the eight stud-
Eats who had been expelled, to be still
wﬁd the mi"r’t“l“:!l}'. Yarious ol mem-
B have agreed to continue teachin o thie
students and to assist them in every
the gaining of their degrec:. :

4 enci | l'. 1CE
Chancellor Denham at a conferenc
eas) offered to drop the charges o
dition that the SRC,

full r‘.'.\.I'lL??]‘]IE'IE]".I' for the lock-in
up to 3500 for 'damages' caused.

which had

A
i s |

way in (It is notable in passing, that t

L the Vi

1 letter justifying
u ¥ 1 H

to all University member

Chancellor sent aut
s po
Nomotion calling for an occupstion of the it 4 cost of many hundreds of doll \
Administration if the students were not 1 ;L i)
geinstated was Jlost. The students stil)
lave the epportunity to appes| ' yet no
'm'h!;ﬂ.'l.t' SaCticn i1 p‘*-_i.t-c_"'l'i d 1o reinstate
The students if the administration refiiw

Lo peipect Bl wwishics
fa0m a tlie studeny:
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vomass mecting of student: rejected this
dttempt at sidestepping the issue, and a
.':'r'l-ul-.|-|..I'I'|_-._L l._‘rt. ti;u- SRC :-“I[.'L-d not to ]«:_,\_.

the moni Y

: I'he situation remains :}j'..ﬁ
of u very larze oo I

3rd term. This is what, in fact, happened,

1 accepted

: olyved: the administration ¢ an now back
gown and lose face or zo on and multiply

The Melbourne "Age" of August 11
quotes Professor Howard as saying that
he thought the administrations reasons
for the delay in laying the charges were
"quite unconyincing". "The fact that
they have charged only four, throws into
greater relief the folly of the whole
process

"The blockade was sparked off by the
desire of the great body of students for

of providing a procedure for the black- ?.
listing of political activists. (The first "=
exclusion from Melbourne was that of =8
Albert Langer.) Regulations of this -
type are now being introduced, appare- e
ntly by arrangement between Vice- N
Chancellors, in 2 number of Australian
Universities. ;

a5
oy m
=

These campaigns have devoloped into =
a questioning of the whole structure of
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ministries. And this whole unwieldy
superstructure is somehow co-ordinated

with the secondary and primary sectors

of a system designed overall to regulate
and develop to its required degree that
vital commeodity - labour power - which
Marx saw to be the source of all social
production.

To refer back to the original argument,
strong external pressures from right-wing
sections, particularly the D,L.P. to

hand university administration over to the
Public Service is seen as a definite threat
by university authorities. This is one
reason for their anxiety to press charges
against student dissenters - in order to
demonstrate their own power and ability
to effectivelycontrol their domains. For
outside interference is rightly seen as a
threat to the rather unstable balance of
forces which makes up a modern univers-
ity. Outside interference wbuld be
virtually the only thing which could rouse
closeted liberal academics to action, as
they value their myths as much as any
other group - i.e. that the university is
an open, "value-free" intellectual
community, a haven from the crude
realities of power and ideology in the
wider society. So, too, direct interferenc
would rouse a storm of mass student prot-
est, even greater than that against the
disciplinings, which would probably
threaten to tear away the present univers-
ity structure completely.

So Vice-Chancellors have to tread a

very narrow line indeed. In fact, as Dr.
Matheson of Monash said on television,
his is basically an impossible job to camry
out. This is so because his position is
that of attempting to reconcile fundamen-
tally opposed pressures: on the one hand,
increasing demands for universities to
totally integrate themselves with the
technocratic "needs" of advanced capit-
alism, and on the other, the combination
of a residual desire by some academics to
maintain the vestiges of a critical intel-
lectual commumity, and more important
still, the rising tide of youth radicalisa-
tion centred initially in the universities.

At Melbourne University, in that institut-
jons tradition of liberal repressive toler-
ance, in response to overwhelming pop-
ular pressure, the Vice Chancellor
(Professor Denham) and Council have had
to agree to an open university inquiry,
the terms of reference for which are now
being decided by a representative plann-
ing group. It is difficult to see what
significant changes could occur through
this inquiry since nothing which will be
of radical significance would be accept-
able to Council. However, it does
provide an opportunity to propagandise .
for the left, and particularly for Mamxists
to press a programme of transitional
demands, such as the free, open,
university emphasising general adult
education for all citizens with student/
staff control of courses and facilities,
freedom of political work etc.
Such popular demands would begin to
open up a perspective on the role of the
university in creating a socialist society,
dnd hence transforming itself into a
truly educational institution for the
liberation of human intellect and spirit

bridges. The project came to a tragic
halt on 15th October, 1970 when a steel
box girder on the west side of the river
collapsed killing 31 workers and 4 engin-
eers.

The main parties engaged by the Author-
ity for design and construction of the
steel section of the bridge were:
"Freeman, Fox and Partners" (FF & P),
English consulting and civil engineers
with much experience in steel bridge
design. Until the Royal Commission

this firm enjoyed a high reputation.
"Maunsell and Partners" who acted as
joint consultantswith FF & P.

"World Services and Constructions Co.
Ltd.” (W.5.C) who carried out initial
fabrication; and erection of the steelwork.
Howaver due to WSC falling behind shedul
they were released from the erection
stage of the contract and were replaced
by "John Helland (Constructions) Pry.

Ltd" (J.H.C.). JHC also successfully
constructed the concrete bridge works

and foundations.

Upon reading the report of the Royal
Commission it becomes quite apparent
that the design and construction of the
Steelwork Stage of the project was
completely disorganised and confused.
Some aspects of this were as follows:

In designing the steel bridge it appears
that FF & P's design team lacked "proper
leadership and direction” and checking
procedures resulting in "a disorganized
agglomeration of calculations which
contained many errors both in fundament-
al engineering principles and in si mple
arithmetic”. This led to dangerously
low safety factors.

On site FF & P were in "constant disagree-
ment" with all other parties involved.
They refused to supply data and calcul-
ations when requested. Their men on
site had little experience in the type of
work carried out and even they had
difficulty in obtaining information from
their London superiors.

The Commission also f::md that ﬂlleﬁ
existed "anunha and uneasy relation-
s}::lp between theF;I::?int consultants” which
nadded to the climate of confusion which
prevailed throughout the period of const-
ruction". This was possibly due to
professional rivalry 'y

Maunsells were unwilling to have a
cenior member of FF & P on site to super-
vise work as was reasonably requested by

agement and its methods and decisions
should be open to scrutiny by workers'
representatives. Only in this way can
workers be expected to decide whether
they should work on such a project.

on between JHC and FF & P engineers

on site due to a lack of definition of
their respective areas of responsibility.
On site, the Commission States: "Morale
was bad and the direction and organisat-
ion were largely ineffective.” Also JHC 2 B 1
were responsible for siting huts undemeath The Commission states: "Fundamental. .
the steelwork. Gaps in the steelwork was the constant sense of urgency gnd
which albwed objects to fall to the pressure to complete the construction

ground were not adequately covered. within specified times." This is the
consequence of a capitalist project oper-

ating on borrowed funds. This sense of
urgency was allowed to influence decis-
ions when safety should have been the
dominant consideration.

After the collapse of the Milford- Haven
bridge in Wales, a similar structure to
Westgate also designed by FF G P, the
unions, JHC and the Authority sought
assurance of the safety of Westgate.
Some strengthening was carried out and
the joint consultants gave a categoric
assurance of the safety of the structure

e "without any proper foundation” The
Commission admits that this assurance
was used "to pacify and allay the suspic-
ions of the labour unions and their
members. "

Engineering knowledge about this type

of structure is far from thorough. How-
ever overconfidently low safety factors
were used in the design, presumably to
keep it economical. Again safety should
have been the dominant consideration.

5.Y.A. supports all moves towards
workers control of site activities. Workers
should also control safety matters on sites
The final events which led to the collapse We believe workers should elect their own
of Westgate were also largely the respon-  foremen who can transmit the leadership
sibility of FF & P's site engineers. Con- of the technical management to the men.
struction inaccuracies resulting in camber However success here depends on the
differences between the two longitudinal quality of leadership given by the eng-
half spans were not connected before they ineers and on their competence in their
were lifted to the top of the piers. An particular field.

attempt to correct this by using kentledge : i 3

(a load of concrete blocks) once the spans E;:;i\:?tlm[’? Eh;s::gmh];ﬁi lllu E‘E:‘::_
WERE In posiElon CAnfEs Ao, pers and: "Supervision of the project is
to be taken over by a directorate of eng-
ineering under the direct control of the
authority.” (Age 7-8-1971) The design
will be checked and tests on existing
components carried out.

Subsequently an attempt to remove the

buckle by an unbolting operation was
made. These last two operations were
not supported by rational analysis - the

bridge collapsed. However despite this the bridge workers

should not be expected to and must not
accept the assurances of the new manage-
ment without question. The hollow
assurances of the past are lesson enough

on this point:

The "Age" on 14-8-1971 reported that
“The unions were considering the possi-
bility of appointing their own quin:er
to advise on the safety of the bridge.”

S.Y.A. supports the unions in this action
and we believe that they should not be
expected to pay for this service but should

In an attempt to distribute the blame the
Royal Commission accuses the unions of
"industrial sabotage" and says that lost
time led to increased urgency of the sit-
uation. However, given the lack of job
safety, the obvious lack of organisation
and direction and the downright infighting
and confusion of the engineers who were
supposed to give leadership to the men,
cne wonders if the Commission is not
putting the cart before the horse. As the

ission adinits, on the matter of in- _ e
g?:;in:l relations they only heard cne side. demand payment by th:ﬁ“ﬂ:m:hmdd | i
As Mr. J. Roulston of the Boilermakers and Furthermore the ﬂmﬂ; wﬂmﬂ:ﬂ .
As M. 3, s o, "Atscoal  hedllowedaccad ta the devign Sions o RSN
between $700 and $1,000 per day for legal ations, Finally wndrenwshm_ mmﬂ:& b .
and expert representation it was impossible control of site safety. yt :mands #
i can ensure against repetition y

of the West-
A in the i R
i‘:: iﬂﬁ-ar;;lﬂ]t Tl:e;:l:m should have E‘“ﬂ ll““E‘}“F- g e
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The Socialist Youth Alliance denounces,
a new crime of the Brazilian military
dictatorship: the assassination of Luiz
Eduarde Metlino, comrade "Nicolau™,

joumalist and militant revolutionist,
member of the Fourth Intemational.

A Comrade Luiz Eduardo Merlino had been
arrested in Sao Paulo on 15th July last

by soldiers of 1'Operation Bandeirantes

¢ specialists in hunting revolutionists).

On the 215t his body was handed over to
his family. He had been tortured savagely
to the point of death for having refused
the information his murderers tried to
extract from him by methods which can
& only be compared with those of nazism.

Numerous other persons have been amrested
recently in Sao Paulo. Amongst them
can be found Professor Rui Coelho, head
of the Department of Social Sciences of
the University of Sao Paulo.
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Luiz Eduarde Merlino was 23years old.

- He was bom on 18th October 1347 at

B Santos (State of Sao Paulo). A. a

v . joumalist, he wad worked ecspecially on

i the Jomal da Tarde (State of Sao Paulo),
the Falha da Tarde and the Jomal da
Bairro. As a militant in the student
movement, he had been a member of
the executive committee of the Union of
Students of the Stateof Sao Paulo (cland-
estine U.E.E.) and had played an import-
~ant role at the time of the rising of the

~ masses in 1968. That same year he
joined the Parti Cuvrier Communiste

(P.O.C.), where he was known under

F-ﬁendmym of "Nicolau". Asa

~ militant Sppositionist in that organisation,

. he had joined the Fourth Intemational. -

~ Since his joining the Trotskyist movement,

.~ ke led an intense political struggle in the
- ""?htii:!t of the P.O.C. to set a correct

. ormientation, in the perspective of a pro-

- longed revolutionary war.

T8 |
10

*

- Recently he had stayed for some months
~in France; he was present as an cbserver

- at the 2nd congress of the Ligue Commun-
Jste, at Rouen, in May 1971.

~ The assassination of Luiz Eduardo Merlino

-
1

by the mercenaries of the military dict-
- atorship once more reyeals the true nature
- ©of a regime which has set up systematic
- torture. The savage repression is an
~ Urgent necessity in order to impose the
% t lar politics of the government
e d by General Medici. Theze pol-
~ itics of capitalist development only
. profit the ruling classes and imperialism,
ey r%Mg the large majority of the Brazl-
RS 1an people in misery and Oppréssion.

The S.Y.A, pays homage to comrade
Luiz Eduardo ng:linn, wghu has pursued
~ courageously his struggle as far as the

- gaols of the dictatorship. The 5,Y. A,
calls on the workers and students of
Australia to support the struggle of the
‘Braz lian people for their natiogal and
social liberation. It calls on all

- joumalists to express their solidarity with
their Brazilian comrades in shattering the

wall of silence and giving the largest

the cases of repress-

~ possible echo of al]
~ion in Brazil.

©n August 19th rightist army officers in

the ten months old regime of General
Jose Tomes. The UP dispatch in the

Bolivia staged 2 successful coup agains

“-Amilnﬁl'l” [24"'3] stuted thut the revoelt

il -l":.' satslaction with Pres-

i

ident Torr socialist policies in the tin-

rich countey. " In reality things are some-
what différent = T orres was no socialist

ind fundamentally the coup is not directed

at him but at the mobilising peasants and
workers and students; and Bolivia might

be tin-rich but the implication is false
for the benefits of this wealth have never
been used to improve the situation of the
poverty stricken toiling masses, but

have instead lined the pockets of the
Bolivian capitalists and the US business
men. To understand what is really going
on we must look at Bolivia's recent history.

In 1952 the old army was smashed by a
popular revolution and Paz Estenssoro,
leader of the MNR (Reveolutionary Nation-
alist Movement) was installed as president.
The tin mines, the single most important
source of wealth for Bolivia, were nation-
alised. The COB (Central Obrero Bolivian
- the national trade union organisation)
was able to win many concessions for the
workers due to the armed power held by
the popular militia. However, the
revolution was not carried through to
completion - elimination of the imperial-
ist interests, tuming the land over to the
peasants, and setting up workers' coumcils
to run the factories and mines. Estenssoro
and the MNR proved to be tools of the
capitalists and the American business
interests.

Since the 1952 revolution American busi-
nessmen have moved in to take over the
oil industry and the gold deposits The
US government has sent doZens o. spies,
military experts, banking commissions,
etc. into Bolivia to influence Bolivia's
political ife. After the revolution
Estenssoro began to rebuild a regular army
and sought to cut down the armed
strength of the workers and to reverse the
concessions won by the masses. This
process has continued right up to the

present.

In 1967 Che Guevara's guerrilla front
opened in Bolivia. This followed on the
severe repression that was making legal
methods of strugzle more and more dif-
ficult. To many, armed struggle seemed
the only way to improve the appalling
conditions of the masses. Che's band
was smashed by ruthless suppression.
Many of the officers who took a leading
part in the campaign against the guerril-
las are prominently involved in the
present crisis. Colonel Andres Selich
who captured Che is Minister of Govem-
ment in the new regime ("Australian"
24/8). Torres, the ousted president,
planned the US supported campaign
against the guerrillas and was one of the
senior army officers who approved the
order to kill Guevara if he was captured
("New York Times' 8.10.70 in"Inter-
continental Press" 19/10/70, p. 869).
Thus Torres' "socialism" seems a little
incredible.

Cn Cctober 4th last year right wing army
officers led by General Rogelio Miranda
attempted a coup against the Cvando
government. Owvando refused to get out
and in an attempt to resolve the crisis
within the army the officer corps met
in La Paz and rejected both contenders.
In the events that followed, the mobil-
isation of the workers, students and
peasants against the attempted rightist
coup threatened to overwhelm the milit-
ary caste as a whole. It is in this context
that "leftist" General Torres staged a
“coup”. In reality this "coup'was only
2 token gesture - Torres was pushed
forward by the military to try and stem
the popular mobilisation and save the
capitalist system in Bolivia.

Torres had little success in hamessing
the popular forces - it is this which led
to his ousting this August (not his 'social-
ist policies' as UP dishonestly put it).
The national police were virtually dest-
royed and armed students took over police
headquarters throughout Bolivia buming
files and forcing the resignation of high
officials. The workers seized the tin |
mines and expelled the police guards
and announced their intention to re-
organizc the state mining corporation.

Soon after the October crisis the Trotsky-

called for the formation of an organ
representing the masses, to serve as the
forum of the revolutionary workers and
peasants. This call was taken up by the
COB and the united front leadership of
the mass movement. On May Day 1971
4o Asamblea Popular (Peoples' Assembly
was installed in the Bolivian Congress '
building, vacant since a military coup
in 1969. ’
La Paz the organized workers, students
and peasants shouted "Arms for the

ist POR (Revolutionary Workers Party, the
Bolivian section of the Fourth Intemational)

In the preceding march through

people” and "Death to imperialism" and

culled for a socialist Bolivia. In the Dubcek and Rosa [_uxemhmﬁ. *'_-17_:‘
Assembly 60 5 of the seats were reserved , P 4
for delegates [rom the country s working
class sectors. The old MNR was excluded
as being a bankrupt pro-imperialist
formation.

Obviously a very strong team tu ?
But, on reflection, two of the kg

of Communist Party hi:tﬁry are -
Trotsky and Stalin. Why? The m
still can't make up its mind? "d';'
for more -information perhnps?'a

The odious tone of the article as a

bvhole was set by the passage" 'Three
inembers of the group are foreign-bom

Wor are foreign nationals'. Anti-commun-

Wism and racism have always been

‘Bcompatible; on Newton's paper they come

aturally.

Torres, needing working class support to
maintain himself against the rightist
officers, was forced to accept the Assem-
bly, but he did 5o reluctantly. We can
well understand the terror that the
Assembly inspired in the Bolivian capit-
alists and its army and US business
interests! The Asamblea Popular was a
step on the raod to establishing a workers
and peasants government parallel to the
official govemment, which would be a
prelude to a socialist revolution. As the
Assembly was installed the COB was
organizing an armed workers' militid. In
its first days the Assembly called for the
expulsion from Bolivia of the US military
and intelligence agents and for workers
control of the mines as a start on the

But this reflects the ba
which the CPA is unab
thrash around 2s it ma Unti
can get to the roots nfynaii:im WEs
basically analyse the history
[rotsky/Stalin conflict, it wil| Bt
to clearly see how its own dﬂehnﬂn&b
has been grossly affected by Stalin!nl Y
and how this deformation cannot b:;m 3
thrown merely by publicity gimmicks sod
cu_nferil,-nce resolutions (or even by eli
ating t , - By
‘:ms%} 1€ most grossly pro- Russian elem- “The article was clearly designed for
e one e: to have the person concemn-
WEH{ :H;:;E?Rtéfl %Peiutl,:ﬁ:::'t?n::dem"@{ d:;;k:: jiﬁlréiio?éllﬂlig::igﬁe
Bolshevik Russia, what demoecaria oy & 'ABC Silent on Rebal, "which made it

sic dilemm‘
le to me i i

§ This expose' was followed on August

lst by an exceptionally vicious attack

on one member of WSA - 'Terror

Croup Headed by ABC Man'. The tactics
used are classically McCarthyist: the
man's name, address, photo and a

photo of his house are published, along
Wwith an outline of his personal history

d his alleged links with the WSA.

soctals orgunisation of the Cconemy.  alism actully esns, fane o, Sl Mevident tha the/Observer! had ng th

ruling faction of the army purge the danger of bureaucracy arises- in fact -' 'ABC specifically to check whether or

officer corps of those responsible for the problems which then tumed a re 1I! f ot t._he emplayee had be_en fired yet,
ey 1 oH : revolution®nto real Stalinj 4l ¥ and if not, to put the acid on to ensure

tr:nmestag?mst the working 1.1:1.sstf.b:;ndf develap a perspective on re:riT .t. ﬁF"ir- Lt he was!

in particular, purge those re;snmns; e for Australia and the world tods ution in 8 :

the June 23rd 1965 St. John's Day massac- Y. ¥ In the weeks following, further'exposes

re of mine workers by the army. Thus s
they had some claim on the truth who
saw in the Asamblea Popular the first
soviet on the American continent.

have been made, relating to the WSA,
using the same tactics: publication of
names and addresses, photographs of

The present, growing currenty SEmewly
radicalised youth can only be won oyer

to a serious revolutionary position bys : g
z g A Al . Recent articles hint th
Leninist party which articulates and fee houses. Recent artic n at there

tises a Marxist programme. This he: QMG Big) at work in the AEC, who
; 1 M was responsi i t of
CPA clearly is not, and shows little sigsy 3 M LOe LIE @ ppaliti et b

Rightist officers thought Torres' policy : :
- * this supposed 'terrorist'.
of becoming.

was disastrous, that "military reformism"
was failing to halt the radicalisation of

the masses. Althoueh it is nnclear exactly |
what has happened in Bolivia recently,

it is clear that the doubts of the rightist
army faction and the capitalists they :
represent have ripened into a revolt .~
The press reports mentioned that there

had been fighting and that some workers
and students were involved but the extent
of the resistance is not yet known. If

the army has not already smashed the
workers'militia and dissolved and Asamblea
Popular then we can say with certaintly
that this will be their foremost aim. “low
ever, the capitalist system in Bolivia is
bankrupt. It has nothing to offer the
toiling masses but misery and oppression.
The masses will continue to struggle for

a socialist Bolivia and we have no doubt
that they will be ultimately successful.

For those who have read anything of

the McCarthyite 'trials' in the U.S.,

the tactics are sickeningly familiar:

the use of smear, with the subject having
no immediate redress, the attempt to

d render 'reds' unemployable, the use of

® racist innuendo. The House Unamerican
S Activities Committee operated ( and

% still operates) like this - the accused

(% are only called on to give evidence

¥ ubout their activities and beliefs, they

% are not 'on trial' in the sense that they

M can be found either guilty or not guilty.
M There is no possibility of acquittal, «l-

¥ though appearance before HUAC, in the
WM 50s at least, usually resulted in loss of

¥ empoyment and extreme social ostracism.

e

Trotsky: still in doubt with the CPA. A
’ ‘I__'

Jill Jolliffe
Despite its left-liberalism, @ faitly
consistent anti-trade union Emphull, 3
could be discerned in Gordon B,a::tﬂ
plaything 'The Sunday Observer'. 1SS
right until the time it folded, 1aDOUEEE
the production side of the publicati
was never effectively unionised, Pross
as the result of a deal made betWeER g
Barton and the right-wing leadership €
the relevant printing unions. v

In the U.S., John Birchers and rnight-
vingers believe that the Supreme Court
is @ communist conspiracy, ushering in
a permissive, socialist society through
anti-censorship legislation, etc.; in
Australia, their particular target is the
ABC - this is the basis for the campaign
against 'This Day Tonight' conducted by
the far right-wing. They believe the
ABC to be pro-left and 'permissive’.

The history of the struggle in Latin
America has shown by negative example.
the cardinal importance of the revolution-
ary party. In Bolivia this is no less true.
The indisposable condition of final
victory is @ mass revolutionary party.
The POR, Bolivian section of the Fourth
International is the essential nucleus of
that party. It has proven itself in the
recent struggles. We take this opportun-
ity to express our solidarity with our
comrades in Bolivia and the masses

struggling there for an end to their oppres-
sion.

The continual publication of personal
addresses and photographs of houses
Jeaves those smeared wide open to the
possibility of physical attack from fascist
¥ or other right-wing groups, no doubt an
¥ effect which would not upset Newton.

This series of attacks on the WSA by
Newton's gutter press must be seen as an
attack upon all of us on the left. As
socialists, we must unequivn:a‘h!ydefnnd
the right of people to their political
views wherever they are employed. It
is socialists of course, who are particular-
ly susceptible to persecution in employ-
ment: the use of ASIO reports and red-
baiting publicity like Newton's against
the employment of people with left-

"% ing views is historical. The holders of
B ight-wing views are invariably safe:
Ustashi members are known to be safely
ensconsed in the State Public Service in

Victoria.
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The anti-unionism of Barton's ﬂ:he ‘e,
toy pales into insignificance; how o
beside the outpourings of his mc‘c& g
Maxwell Newton's gutter press,
Melbourne Observer' A

s

The Socialist Youth Alliance has already
raised in the anti-war movement the
question of the'Melboume Cbserver'd
McCarthyite attacks on WSA, with the

result that a Moratorium meeting in

: y e own €@ _:::-
A quick glance at Newton s B T Thbime oveRRRaTMIE0 passed 8

of the paper’ =

,E'wt_i_ﬁ«dwgauaﬂ tﬂw;h: tﬂ::: 22 for examPEEEE motion of condemnation of the "Melbourne
;]r:' rlr:r:r‘-r-: ]é;f}r::t:n:l‘:’l%l) 'Rob Hawke ¢ 5 | Observer", with a bl S thi:t
his communi thatcs' (sic). Hawke #E8 the motion be passed on to the Austrafian

i CO unis nist Bﬂg‘ _ Joumalists Association with a view to

taken on the role of Commu
Number One for Newton, an
on Hawke and the trade union
are a constant feature of *The Me

their taking action in defence of the
ABC joumalist smeared by Newton.
It is imperative that the left-wing
movement offers resistance to the use

d his atts ‘;l'.,'
movemes
lh a 4 .:-

PAZ ESTENSSORO: Rides back with Bo-

livian fascists and generals.

OCbhserver'. el of such tactics. The whgl;ﬂemml ]
: irulent incident highlights the need for soclal-
In recent weeks, however, 1t8 KE R ilslti to bullghﬂrﬁ links with the masses,

: ] : ad -
anti-communism has given rise /

series of viclous attacks on !II}CJ':! o
groups, notably the Worker 5tud®
-."- Illxinl:_.' -

which is the best possible protection the
the socialist movement can have agains.

8§ McCarthyism. Indeed, the effectiveness
B of the McCarthyite movement in the

e 8 505 ) in the isolation of comm-~
e R He opened on July 4th with an artic s g ay largely in e it
I ) | o ! wer Tactics at Unives iU unists in the community-4
} {{_1:1.?,1”"?. ind billboards around Melboume .y “’["’ “‘""“1““,‘1‘ t6 uncover 3 danEETOUERE rical as well as tactical reasoms.

E ;1; F.,-I‘;‘-: .!i.: Intrguing new poster has “.,“h 1 E;.U;}j.,_...-t: ._v iLr o o ﬂigenﬁﬁ o
utw: _.~T1:~L ln-._;-utl-}- It is the new Comm- L;.-1::nllurnl_i: C L-J:t--]'*d -nl_ A lliance at | l‘ti::wtﬂn is playing a role in rhﬂﬂlni:

et Farly ol Australia recruiting poste of theW orker Student # o 8 e left-wing movement in Australid
Under the Stimmt] H i Y, University. The article spDkL‘ int g

Comparable to that played by the Spring=

heddline 'Join the Re 1] Rev- crimi“;‘l

Iy, 1 : e B e o - '_
Iw.l:ﬂ_ln_ﬁ,-J WE fee the faces of ninc well- ¥} | .lti_l"l: t t[‘!l[:r I.I.'.'I:-I-I]T:':'J'lnd q.,-—ialcﬂﬂ"'.' €T press in West Gel-mm}', Pcl'hﬂ-]ﬂ he
nown revolutiondries! Angela 0D records’ and [erroris - would do w s Lo f the events
i3 angela lavs, o well to take note ©
Lenin, Marx, Ma 0, Castro, Glevara. Ho that followed such attacks by the

Pringer press there.

Heherto

Dave Riley -

L ook at life-wide open spaces,
People walk

The recovered roads.

Those who bled

Now sing.

You stony-eyed dreamer,
Destroy that lair

Of cunning and terror.

For the love of your people
Wake up!

The just time of humaneness
[s about toborn.!

While the First National Congress on
Education and Culture was being held in
Havanna April 23 - 30, Heberto Padilla,
poet and translator, was imorisoned, then.
only to proffer a 4,000 word "self critic-
ism" of his "defamation"” and "insult" of
the Cuban Revolution.

"lknow that my experience, comrades,
is going to be an example, it must serve
as an example to others."

Castro had told the audience on the final
day of the congress that other intellectu-
als were implicated and that a petition
of protest (April 9) signed by such people
as Sanre, de Beauvoir, Marguerite Duras,
Alberto Moravia and many others was
nothing but the work of "some real
tricksters and sharpies"”. A second
protest petition (May 20) from the same
source came out more strongly against
the implications of the case - "The
contents of this confession with its dosurd
accusations and delirious assertions. ..
recall the most sordid moments of the
era of Stalinism with its orefrabicated
verdicts and its witch hunts".

There seems much reason in this fear
In contrast to his 1961 speech to intellect-
uals -

"What are the rights of revolutionary
writers and artists?

Within the revolution, everything;
against the revelution, no rights
whatsoever. "

Castro and his government have adopted
a policy which veers toward a decided
tightening of controls along the*lines to
be seen in the Soviet Union, the East
Furopean countries and the Peoples' Rep-
ublic of China. This happens at a time,
evident in Castro's April 30th speech,
when the economic situation in Cuba
places her in a position of greater depend-
ency on the Soviet Union- circumstances
whose implications may run deep into a
revolution seen as the freest in history.

The jailing plus the public confession are
acts with their own contradictions. Firstly,
the Cuban government has produced no
evidence that would show that Paf!:l!a

was disillusioned with the revolution or
that he did anything different in 1971 from
what he has done in the past eleven years
since his return to Cuba. Secondly, there
is little creditability to a "confession’
written during imprisonment, and while
Fidel dismisses the petitioners as 'bourge-
ois gentlemen' all the signatories have
always firmly defended the Cuban revol-
ution. The case must always be consider-
ed in the context of the attacks made at
the Congress on the right of sexual prefer-i
ence, the right to dress as one pleases, and
and the right to freedom of thought.

WHY PADILLA? t
ing in the reports from Cuba indicate

that any one article or verse published by
the poet this year warranted his arrest.
Then why was he marked? It seems that
Padilla's public criticisms of bureaucratic
mismanagement and his constant opposit-
ion to those seeking to impose 'socialist
realism' on Cuban art have contributed to

him rather than some other writer being
victimized first.

of a show case about ::hil,l
jally since Padilla won the nationa
“Pet:r a:ard in 1968 for his anthology
Out of Bounds, and tqjuy:r! a high natu::lf-
1 and intematicnal reputation because
:m:fll Fyen at that time, the e:&gﬁwe of
the Union of Cuban Artists and Writers

There is much

had exoressed reservations over the judges'

' gazne
decision, and the Army in its magazn=,
\i"::ide Olivo, accused Padilla of tfi:t:!g_ an
adversary of the revolution. Soon o!f _ !I_:_
he was suspended from his trade job. In

his April 'confession’ Padilla called Out
of Bounds "insidious and orovocative’

The self-abasement of 3 writer within a
society leading the whole continent cul-
turally as well as politically can only be
viewed with grave concern by revolution-
aries. And from a previous view of the
Cuban artist as part of a situation where »
nation is attempting to transcend itself
and where the people are creating their
own history, there is a new.significance,
a degeneration, and, to our mind, a blow
to the Cuban revolution.

1. "The Just Time of Humanpeness.” In
Padilla’s 1962 collection of poems of the
same litle, E! Justo Tiempo Humano.
Translation: Dolores Prida.

et o

PADILLA: Prison helped him conless
that his prize-winning poems were
counterrevolutionary.

free
Niugini

Fven with the little information available
at present, and the inherent difficulties
of trying to predict and understand a
rising national consciousness, it seems
that for the future, Niugini, like Vietnam
today, will become the pre-eminent con-
cem of the Australian Left- Australia's
Algeria.

The juxtaposition of a few basic facts
clarifies this. For half a century, the
Australian government has colonised
Niugini. During this time, and especially

since the last war, Australian, American
and more recently, Japanese capital has
exploited the national resources of the
Islands and recruited the indigenous
population to the capitalist wage system.In
Niugini, in its exploitation and prictice
of racism, Australia plays a classical
imperialist role.

Where the developments are most concen
trated, on Bougainville{(Company- E:?n-
rinc Rio Tinto, Business- copper mining
Retum on investment 90%)

there has been a corresponding radical-
jzation of the local population. Initially
more obvious during the land alienation
events of last year, the struggle has coal-
esced around the demand for immediate

independence.

Given the uneven economic developments
throughout all sectors of the Territory, the
Bougainville events not only have a local
significance, but in themselves indicate
future political trends for other areas of
Niugini. The promises of staggered in-
dependence offered by the Australian
administration and the imoosition of a
parliamentary system of rule are unlikely
to forestall these trends.

For the self-determination of all the
peoples of Niugini, SYA suppo immed-
jate independence for the whole of the
territory, : & =i,
MELBOURNE NII
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Bolteinthe
Provinces

Keith Olerhead

Once a year, State Cabinet convenes in an
up and coming provincial town, presumably
to give the feeling of importance to the
populace and to encourage the local bus-
inessmen to reach new and dazling heights.
This year the town was Wonthaggi, an ex-
coal mining town of some 2000 i.’-{'.-}rﬂx_‘,

60 miles south east of Melboume.

The 23 members of State Cabinet made
their way there in chauffeur driven
limousines. To give the indication that
Sir Henry has a tight hand on the economy
and the expenditure of his Cabinet mem-
bers, it was decided that all the limousines
should be parked at the local golf links,
some miles from the centre of the town

A guard of some 30 police was stationed

at the golf course to protect the vehicles

while the ministers made their wav to
town in five cars. Presumably 5 3/5th
persons per car (allowing for chauffers)
wias also a reduction of the ministers to a
common standard of persons per car

enjoyed by the bulk of Wonthaggi people.
The Cabinet meeting went for 13 hours
until the ministers

.
where

retired to lunch,

the real business usually takes place. In
other words, the local officials get them'
boozed in the shortest possible time to
enable them to extract as many promise
and grants as is possible. Large sums of
money were granted, and much red tape
was cut, to please local councillors and

businessmen.

Meanwhile, the rumbling of stomachs
among the diligent 30 police, indicated
that it must be lunch time (and thus they
returned to feast on morsels dropped under
the lunch table?). At the same time,
some of the locals who knew of the visit
of Sir Henry and co., felt it was an
opportune time to express their opinion of
Liberal Party policy. So with paint and
brushes in hand, these "rowdies” set about
practising the gentle art of handwriting
on vehicles present in the golf course car

park.

4
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It is rumoured that when Sir Henry returned
he was visually told very bluntly where the
Springboks could go.

DA.
HASSLE

For one year Direct Action has been sold
in Sydney on the streets. But over the
last few months City Council | tors
in uniforms have been ordering the
SYAers selling, to move on, as a'permit’
was required to sell on the streets.

One comrade investigated the procuring
of a permit at the building where the .
had told him to go, but withoo
result. The man behind the desk said that
permits were not issued for the sale of
literature, yet also said that the bourg ois.

dailies haditheir own inspectors’. Quite
obviously the importance of the civic
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JENNY FERGUSON.

Very few subjects are as cloyded with
misconceptions and fears as that of
homosexuality. Very few thorough stud-
jes of homosexuality have yet been done.
The most authorative studies so far have
been carried out by A lfred Kinsey and
Associates which where based on the
case histories of more than 8, 000 males
and more than 7, 000 females over a
period of 15 years. For the majority who
turn a blind eye to the subject and regard

these people as being only a sick minority

will be somewhat jolted by the Kinsey
findings as follows:

1. 50% of all males are conscious of
erotic responses to other males.

2. 37% of the total male population ( 2
out of every 5 males) has at least one
homosexual experience to the point of

asm between adolescence and old-age.

3, 10% of married males between the age
of 16 and 25 are involved in some homo-
sexual activity.
4. 4% are exclusively homosexual.
5. 28% of the female population is cons-
cious of erotic responses to other females.
6. 6% of females are exclusively homo-
sexual.

Despite the efforts of society to suppress
homosexual activity it stills continues on

HOMOSEXUAL
LIBERATION

came under the control of the Stalinist
bureaucracy was the suppression of homo-
sexuals. In 1934 a law appeared in the
Soviet Union which prohibited and pun-
jshed homsexual activity with up to eight
years in jail. The Stalinized CPs began
to describe homosexuality as a sick prod-
uct of decaying capitalist society, and

the liberation of gay people as diversion-
ary and unimportant, a position which
they still put forward today.

In Sydney there is a well established
group fighting for the rights of homosex-
uals callea Camp incorporated. Recently
Melbourne has seen the formation of a
similar organization called Five. Its
aims are:

1. To provide a means of communication
between Heterosexuals and Homosexuals -
and among Homosexuals themselves.

2. To provide a forum in the community
for the exchange of ideas on Homosex-
uality. !

3. To provide a number of services for
Homosexuals - Counselling, Legal, etc.
5. To agitate for reform of existing
discriminatory Laws.

5. To organise social activities for all
members of the organisation.

The Gay Liberation Movement has the
potential to involve large numbers and
in doing so it cuts into one of the deepest

a broad scale. Kinsey states: "there seems going prejudices society uses to divide

some reason for believing that such
activity would appear in the histories of
a much larger portion of the population if
there were no social restraints. "

Apother misconception is that homosex-
uality is a product of decaying societies

and isolate people, to render them docile.
fearful and subservient to those in power.
The central issue being raised by the Gay
Liberation Movement is also the central
one for other movements: the right to
control our own destiny. This involves a
struggle to take control of the decisions

whether capitalist or otherwise. Homosex- that affect our lives from the hands of the

uality exists in non-capitalist societies
during their prime (Greece) as well as
periods of decline (Rome). A study

by an logist Clellon S. Ford and the
psychologist Frank A. Beach on sexual
phenomena data on 190 human societies,

subhuman, primates and lower mammals,
{see Pattems of Sexual Behaviour, Harper

& Brothers 1951) shows that one third of
the existing cultures about which there is

ruling-rlass.

Society implements the oppression of
homosexuals by three main institutions -
the family, the schools and religion. The
nuclear family is so designed that instead
of allowing the free development of
sexuality it distorts it because it is here
that children are conditioned into stereo-
roles; the male playing the dominant

dny specific knowledge in regard to homo- role and female the submissive; they

sexual activity attempt to suppress it. In

cannot relate to each other on an equal

societies that do not attempt to suppress it, basis as real human beings, but only as

it coexists with heterosexual behaviour.

The Karald of New Guinea and the Sivans

in Africa regard a man as "abnormal" if

objects. In schoolsthe pseudo-scientific
quackery about homosexuality that is now
passed on in certain fields such as psych-

he refrains from participating in homosex- ology, medicine and sociology ‘will have

B ual relations.

It has been shown that sexual contacts

§ between individuals of the same sex are

kmown to occur in practically every
species of mammals.

§] The assertion that homosexuality is a

disease is held by some people who call

to go. Sex education in the schools must
entail a sound and positive presentation
of homosexuality. The christian church
has been one of the most damaging
persecutors of homosexuality. There are

litical ideologies have generated
F_‘E::tpzwths and misconceptions than
2ionism. Zionism and the state of Israel
have been passionately defended by con-
servatives and progressives, alternatively
praised for being socialist, and praised
for being a bastion of imperialism. |
Nevertheless, from this confusion of mis-
placed loyalties it is possible, and absgl-
utely necessary, to seperate the myths
from reality, fact from fiction. The
facts set out below, though necessarily
brief, will hopefully dispel some illusions
many people have about Zionism, the
movement to establish a monocultural
Jewish state in Palestine,and Israel, the
state they established.

1) Zionism is the solution to anti-semitism.

Reality: Zionism is a retreat from the
problem. Ratherthan fight anti-semitism
and racism in all its forms, by attacking
its economic, social, political and psych-
ological roots in society, Zionism looks
for an enclave to retreat to. Anti-semit-
ism is independent of the existance or non-
existance of a2 Jewish state (just as the
existance of the Peoples' Republic of
China, has not sufficed to protect the
Chinese of Indonesia from the persecutions.
of local reaction) Anti-semitism is not

as the Zionists maintain something rooted
in human nature, but a specific result of
the decay of feudalism and capitalism in
Furope, and as such can only be fought
by attacking its cause.

2) Zionism is a result of Nazi persecutions.
TReality: Although the Jewish migration
to Palestine received a large impetus from
Hitler's extermination program, primarily
because the Western 'democracies' barred
their borders to fleeing (mainly radical)
Jewish refugees, the Zionist movement
and Jewish migration to Palestine have a
much longer history. The first wave of
immigrants disembarked in 1882, while
‘the Zionist political movement was found-
ed by Theodore Herzl around the tum of
the century.

3)The Jews have a historical right toPal-
estine.

Reality: Even before the Roman conquest
of Judea (70 AD) three-quarters of the
Jewish population lived outside Palestine
As for the indigenous Jewish community,
it was gradually absorbed by neighbouring
populations during the following centuries
just as were the Phillistines, the Phoenic-
eans, the Nabateans, and other clans of
the ancient Orient. A consequence of this
is the fact that paradoxically today's
Palestinians are to some extent(there was
much intermarriage with other communit-
ies) descendants of the Hebrews! Moreover
if the Jews have claims on Palestine, why
don't the Arabs have claims on Spain or
Sicily which were once upon a time in-
tegral parts of the Islamic Empire?

4) The new Jewish immigrants were mere-
ly settling on empty land.

Reality: Some of the early Zionists were
honestly under the misapprehension that
this was so. Max Nordeau for example,
one of Herzl's key aides, exclaimed after
finding out that Arabs live in Palestine,

still today millions of human beings whosel /1] did not know about this. We are doing

Lives are infused with profound guilt,

because of the superstition and antihomo-

sexuality of the church. The family,

themselves Marxists, these views are held the schools and religion are not the only

] in support of the Soviet bureaucracy's reac-
J tionary position on the rights of homosex-
Q uals. One of the first actions of the Bol

shevik Government of the Soviet Union
after the 1917 Revolution, along with

Cthers are the police, the courts, the
mass media, marriage and psychiatry.

institutions in capitalist society that play
a2 role in the oppression of homsexuals and
which gay liberation will help to change.

an injustice." However, most Zionists
were quite aware that to achieve their
goal of a Jewish state it would be necess-
ary to physically remove the overwhelm-
ingly Arab population of Palestine. J.
Weitz, director of the department of col-
onization of Israel, stated: (Davar Sept.
29, 1967) "The only possible solution lies

5

enacting sweeping improvements in the
legal status of women, was to scrap the
old Czaristlaws which penalized homosex-
ualitywith long-term imprisonment, and
to eliminate all other legal discrimination
agdinst homosexuals. The Bolsheviks

felt that it was quite simply the responsib-
ility of the revolution to eliminate all
forms of oppression and discrimination.

The position later adopted by Communist
pamies worldwide as the Soviet Union

. -. ! Hkai‘ -
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: Gnylr liberation demonstration in Albany, N.Y
y anti- 23y laws and passa ! p sy

The struggle for gay liberation is revolut-
1onary not only because it aims at the
heart of the sex-repressive institutions of
this society but is also revolutionary
because it will break down one of the
most effective barriers which society

uses to foster in people a lack of confid-
ence in their ability to control their lives
Revolutions are not made without such
confidence and Gay Liberation can help
restore it to millions.

" i)

; n iMarch 14 demanded repeal of
ge of fair employment and housin g Acts to protect

gays

in creating a Palestine, or at least a West-
emn Palestine, without Arabs. .. and there
is no other way to do this than to transfer
all the Arabs to neighbouring countries, to

move all of them out of here. We should r

not leave a single village, a single tribe
and those transferred should be sent to
Syria and Iraq."

5) The Palestinian refugees abandoned
their country on instructions from their
leaders in 1948 e
Reality: Although this myth contradicts
the previous one, they are both still used
in various forms. In fact, several methods
were used to force the Palestinians off
their lands. The first was quite “legal”,
though not very admirable. The Jewish
Agency would buy up land from absentee
Arab landlords, and then force the ten-
ant farmer off his land. The land would
then be sold or leased to Jewish settlers
on the condition that is not be resold or
leased to Arabs

I'he second method was pure terrorism by
the fascist-like Irgun, or the official
armed forces, the Haganah. The most
:‘1’umrmui 4Ct was the massacre of Deir
rassin, a village where 250 men, women
dnd children were slaughtered The main
leader of the Irgun, Menachem Begin,
an Israeli cabinet minister, wrote of l.'lu:
’rul.‘;lf of massacres like Deir Yascin, in
The Rev L_JL_%I__t_}_r_E__ﬂf the | rgun (1951);

o

bt il

"The legend of Deir Yaecin
particular in the mﬂ::?m
the conquest of Haifa ., | A|y’
fmf.-er proceeded to advance %
Haifa like a knife through b th
Arabs began fleeing in pam.;m!?"

'Deir Yassin' . ... Arabg thrn:; .
country ... were seized with umb:ﬁ'
panic and started to flee for thejr Ti.
This mass flight soon develo d: :
maddened uncontrollable :tn;:. Jae
The fact is that the Paleninian? e
little heed to reactionary "leadersh T8
the Mufti of Jerusalem anyway a:d e
subsequent Zionist stories aboyt Arab "
broadcasts instructing the Palestinjane .
leave have not been substantiated o
refpgees fled because of the fear :;f *
rorist attacks, and such i flight wa tees
after all Zionist policy. =

3

This whole Zionist argume

rather absurd when plil-; ed 112:!?:&:: :
claim to the right of retum to Pﬂl!sﬁ"--"t
after thousands of years! Palestinjan .
Arabs who left their farm the day before
are not allowed back , yet Jews, “h:f
ancestors may have lived there 2,000
yedrs ago have an automatic legal right

el
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Israel Blazs 4 progressive role in
world allairs Reality: The direct
opposite is the case. From its fncevudy
Zionism has attempted to achieve it's
aims by making deals with Imperiaky
Herzl petitioned the Turkish Sultan,
czar, the kaiser, the British King, eyes
the pope, to obtain support for a Jewid
homeland in Palestine. (At one time, .
Herzl was willing to accent a temporam
allotment of Uganda but was oppo
other sections of the Zionist organisati
In retumn for support, Herzl promised ¢
potentates Jewish backing for their im
erial aims in the Middle East. With
Plehve, the infamous czarist ministerwh
had organised the Kishinov programsiz
1902, Herzl went so far as to concludea
secret agreement to Jewish socialistsin
return for Plehve's good influence with the
sultan. B

In 1917 Britain issued the Balfour declas
ation, announcing sunport for a Jewish
homeland in Palestine, with the intentioa
of winning Jewish support for the war
(It was later revealed, when the Bolsheviks
published the secret treaties in the ‘
czar's vaults, that Britain had made
similar agreements regarding Palestine
with both the Arabs and the French!) The =
Zionists insisted that they were better
friends of British imperialism than the =
Arabs. Menachem Usseshkin, late head =
of the Jewish National Fund, wrote in

1936: "A Palestine which is wholly
Arab means that sooner or later Great
Britain will be forced to leave just a§ it
is gradually leaving E . A Palestine
which 15 largely Jewish means a politicats
alliance cordiale ... between the ]
people and the English." 3

et
il

After World War II, the Zionists hitchec
themselves to the star of American ImP
erialism. A short listing of Israel's act®s
since then is enough to indicate whi R
side they're on: support of the U.S. 188
Korean War; invasion of Egypt ‘Hi"hd‘?-' ]
Britain and France in 1956; mplpm '
France in Algeria; military training S8
assistance for Generdl Mobutu 1n the
Congo (accomplice in Patrice LumusEs
murder), for South Africa and other
reactionary regimes in Africa 4 ;
opposition to the admission of Ch:::
the UN; support of Jordan's King -
against the Palestinan refugees atte™ s
to overthrow him; support of the ARSE
American intervention of troops \f
Lebanon and Jordan during the Iragi
revolution of 1958, and of course, i
tacit support for the US aggression 18
Vietnam, ;
3

7) Israel is a socialist cmmt% -
Reality: lsrael is the Stronge hﬂiﬁ.?
of capita'ism in the Middle LEh
top 1086 of Israelis ﬁ;erﬂnzsmmu: . AR
national income as the DO o
much vaunted kibbutam = ‘:':’";cu“ r
colonies invelving only 3% of t; ton
population - are heavily depen H:nl:l
the banking sector and rest econd -
on the exploitation of wage Iﬂhwrk'f‘.
frequently of Arabs. They play & { the
role in defending the occupation :I'it A
conquered territories. The Histd list
trade-union federatiom is 4 natl‘i‘n:" &
organisation formed in the 1920 j!. b
fight against the employment ﬂf{ oul
labour. The biggest employer £LCreigy
in the country, it ruthlessly fights { the
form of autonomous organisation "::il
working-class. All important Sti and it
have been organised in EP-"H of i; '
has sabotaged them and their leade

' : loom o
B8) Israel has made the desert b cle
H{*.tlit}': The so-called sraeli m[l‘ﬂ

i | -
(like the "Taiwan m""“ﬂf‘-f'__fl_ﬂ-flf__:t" =
Continued next calu
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7I0NISM AND

ISRAEL

MVYTH AND REALITY
1 JOHN PERCY

Continued from previous column.

er understood when one realises that
Israel has been able to maintain itself
thanks only to an influx of capital that
in 1968, amounted to 10% of world
foreign aid to all the underdeveloped
countries, or, in proportion to its
population, 20 times as much as any
state of the Third World received. One
of the objectives of the permanent
subsidy to the western showcase in the
Near East is to contain the centradictions
within Israel which place social classes
in opposition to one another and place
the disadvantaged Sephardic Jews in
oppesition to the relatively privileged
Ashkenazim (those of Western origin).
The recent demonstrations by the Black
Panthers, an organisation of Criental
Jews, and their vicious repression by
the Israeli state, underlines the fact
that this subsidy merely patches over

thesecontradictions without solving them.

9) Israel iﬁeaceﬂsl andpeace-loving
Reality: e Israeli community was

constituted by a colonial process of force-
fully displacing the indigenous population:

"Without iron helmets and cannon, we
would never hayve been able to plant a
tree or build a house", said Moshe
Dayan. From the terrorist raids of 1947-
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When Karl Marx sald that "Atpeuple 3
oppressing another people can't be free
he didn't mean it as @ moral judgement;

he meant it literally. The current exper
ience of the Israeli working class Cﬂfih““’
his view. The oppression that the Zionist
movement caused the Palestinian people

is now being reflected in the lsraeli mas=
ses. Over the last few months the country

4B, to the invasion of Egypt in 1956, to
furitive raids into neighbouring countries,
to the six day war of 1967, Israel has
been consistently aggressive, militaristic
and expansionist. In 1967, it succeeded
in convincing world opinion that it was
conducting a defensive war, while we
Imow today that "the Egyptian military
deployment in the Sinai on the eve of
the war had a defensive character” Levi
Eshkol, Yediot Akharonot; Oct 18, 1967).
Israel is abundantly supplied with arms
ammunition and funds by the 11.5.,

West Germany , France.

10) Zionism is the movement for Jewish
national liberation

Reality: Zionism is not a nationalist
movement based on an oppressed popul-
ation in their own land fighting an
oppressor, but a minority movement even
among Jews, seeking to form a nation

at the expense of the Palestinians. It's
our duty to support the struggles of
oppressed nations for self- determination,
but our attitude to oppressing nations is
This particular myth is
current amongst the "radical"” Zionists -
would they also support the struggle that
the white South Africans or Rhodesians
are waging for "national liberation™?

A people oppressing another can never

be free itself, and radicals should certain-
ly never lend their support to such

oppression.

‘A people oppressing onother
cant be free.” Mary

rather different.

Photo of a demonstration taken from the newspaper of the Black Panther<

RECENT STRUGGLES

the re-emergence of the class
e ssive strikes in the Post

i a .
struﬂsl'-’ with m wb“ﬂ hosp-

Office, the waterfront, the
itals and in almost every

economy. Using its vast
structure, previously re
only the govemme
re gulations

ly oppressive

X mnub:
ed administrative
k the strikes and con-
strumentalities to confine

workers to their jobs.

The police even used violence to break
some of the strikes in the Ashdod port.
Now, once again, the govemment is
forcing the workers to pay for its military
expenditure by the ute of another deval-
uation, the 7th in the last 23 years, which
already increased quite a few prices and

~ which aims to reduce the workers stand-

ard of living even further . The workers
militancy is increasing while they see
new defence contractors making huge
profits when the Israeli working class is
already the most heavily taxed in the
world. Further strike action is certain to
continue.

The rise of the class struggle in the econ-
omic sphere has been just one aspect of
the upsurge. Another has been the rise
of the Black Panther movement. The
Black Panther movement is 2 movement
of Young Criental Jews, ie. Jews from
North Africa, Iraqg, the Yemen etc, who
form the bulk of the Israeli working class.
The vast majority of the half a million
people who live below the poverty line
in Israel are oriental Jews. While Orient-
al jews compose 65% of the population,
only one cabinet Minister (out of 18) is
an Oriental Jew. Only 89 of the top 200
public servents are oriental Jews (In all
these statistics one does not bother to
look for Arabs in any high position: there
aren't any). According to Mordechai

Ben Porat, a delegate to the Israeli

Labor Party conference, 9.3% of youth
between the ages of 14 and 17 were not
working or studying - the vast majority of
these are oriental Jews.

There is also cultural discrimination
against oriental Jews. Almost all members
of the Bourgeoisie are European Jews and
the Zionist labor bureucracy is even more
dominated by European Jews. They keep
on emphasising the danger of Levantinz-
ation of Israel. An example of their
racist concept was given when Prime
Minister Golda Meir declared that a Jew
who does not speak Yiddish ( a German
Jewish dialect spoken exclusively by
European Jews) is not a proper Jew.(Yid-
dish might be spoken in New York but
not in Israel.)

At the beginning of 1971 a militant group
uf young Oriental Jews decided to form an
organisation to fight for the rights of
Oriental Jews. They called themselves
the Black Panthers. Oriental Jews have
been called Black in a derogatory fashion
before. One of the founders explained
the choice of the name:

"We decided to set up some organisation,
and we knew that an organisation like
that existed abroad, in the United States
that is called the 'Black Panters', and

is struggling for rights. There the discri-
mination is between negroes and whites,
and we felt we are almost like them".
The fact that the name was chosen despite
the smear campai against the Americ-
an Black Panthers for their anti-Zionist
position indicates their level of radical-
ization but the Israeli Black Panters
haven't adopted an anti-Zionist position
as yet . The Black Panter's first demon-
stration was attacked in advance by the
cops who, acting on orders from the Prime
Minister herself, arrested the Panther
leaders{An unprecedented attack as far

as the Jewish political activities are
concerned. ) Despite the arrests the
domonstration still took place. Another
demonstration took place on May 18
during which 800 police attacked the
demonstration and a five hour battle
ensuedwith scores of arrests and many
people attacked and brutalised.

Another demonstration took place after
the devaluation of the lsraeli pound.
According to the S:xdneg Jewish News

at least 2000 people demonstrated in
Jerusalem and the police arrested another
20 Panthers.

To add to it all the Israeli govemment
faces a third type of radicalization:
Youth radicalization against the military
system. For the first time in history
there are groups of young Israelis refus-
ing to serve in the army. Anyone who
has been educated in Israeli schools and
has heard about the military tradition

of the country will understand the signif-
icance of their action.

ist 2nd, four young Israelis (three

bays nd one girl) who are about to be
drafted into the Israeli Army shortly,
sent the following letter to M. Dayan,
Minister of Defence: ek

‘F-. _.:'

%

“Dear Sir,

Since young people are dying in this
country beciuse of intemal politics (see
a recently published research by Dr.
Shlomo Aronson and Mr. Dan Horovitz)
and not for noble values. It was recent-
ly stated by a joumnalist who participated
in the last three (Israeli) wars: “For each
soldier who dies in Suez - there is some-
one who becomes rich in Tel-Aviy"

We are unwilling to serve in an occupat-
ion army. It has been demonstrated in
history that occupation means foreign
rule; foreign rule begets resistance:;
resistance begets oppression' opprEssion
begets terror and counter terror.

We were not bom free in order to become
oppressors. Oppression is a bad reason

to die for. The cynical attitude of the
government to the lives of young people
strengthened our refusal to become
candidates for death notices. We do not
wish to be comemorated in some literary
memornal volume. We have not intent
of hurting the government but we do

not want the government to bring us to a
state where we shall be beyond all pain
We are firmly determined to refuse to
participate in the oppression of another
nation. We refuse to inflict upon another
nation what has been inflicted on our
parents and grandparents.

We are fully aware that all the mass
media are under govemment control and
we are only four neople who refuse to
accept orders from a regime that means
nothing to them

We enclose herewith our draft orders.

MHaimé.
Diov Gal, Reuven Lassman, Giyora
Neumann, Irith Yacobi [Miss)

I[dentity u;..lrd Mo's
5173790, 6452580, 6494474, 5173715.

Two out of the above four are members
of the "MATZPEN" group. On August
7th "MATZPEN" published the following

statement on this matter:

Exploitation begets strikes and working
class struggles, Discrimination begets
the "Black Panthers", The oppression
and expropriation of the Palestinians
beget their resistance, and the refusal
to serve in the army. The Israeli Social-
ist Organization ("MATLZLPEN" ) struggles
against exploitation, discrimination,
oppression. Therefore it supports the
struggle of workers against exploitation,
the struggle of the'Panthers' against
discrimination, it recognizes the right of
an oppressed nation to struggle for its
liberation and it defends the right of
Israeli youth to refuse to serve in an
oppressive military system.

If the impenalists though that by arrang-
ing a cease fire and the physcal destruc-
tion of a section of the Palestinian
Revolution they would solve their
problems, then they were clearly mistaken.
The temporary ending of tension on
Istrael's borders has allowed the reemerg-
ence of the class struggle and the radical-
ization of youth and Oriental Jews.

Prior to the cease fire, the Zionist
establishment managed to achieve some
unity by promoting the outside threat.
They are no longer able to do so. The
radicalization in I[srael which hasm't
reached an Anti-Zionist position so far,
can only express itself eventually in an
Anti-Zionist phase when the oppressed
people in Israel see the commen source
of their oppression and unite with the
Palestinian people against the common
enemies: Zionism, Imperialism and
Arab Reaction.
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The Socialist Youth Alliance sees the present period in Australia as one of
widening and deepening opposition to the capitalist system.

This is most strikingly shown by the growth of the anti-war movement. In
the middle of the imperialis war in Southeast Asia a majority of the people
challenge the right of the Australian government to wage that war. Huge
street demonstrations unprecedented in recent Australian history have been
organised around the demand for the immediate withdrawal a{.__!}ustrauan
and US forces from Southeast Asia.

A Marxist quarterly published by supporters of the Fourth intmauq!{
Australia, FY

Articles on-'china and Peaceful Co-Existence, Re_vnlutinnpry Fducation
Nuclear Family, US Imperialism and Mid-east Oil, an interview wi
West Bengali Trotskyist, the Sccialist Left, and news of the Fourth Inf
national around_t!le world. ¢

More and more people recognise that Australia's involvement in the war in
Southeast Asia is not in the interests of freedom and democracy abroad but
in the interests of a2 small profit lhungry minority here at home. Vietnam
is not an isolated mistake, but the logical extension of capitalism, a
system which places profit above human need.

e

Subscriptions to Socialist Review are available at $1.50 for six issues, |
free from: PO Box 186, Haymarket, Sydney, NSW. 3
Single copies: 40c each, post fre_t.

We live in a system which perpetuates wars of agression like the one in
Viemam while here at home it produces poverty, exploitation, racism, the
oppression of women, the poisioning of our environment, and the distortion
of all human relationships.

We are now in a period of radicalisation, of growing opposition to all the
oppressive aspects of the capitalist system. Tens of thousands of people
demand that the government get out of Vietnam immediately, a women's
liberation movement has emerged and is putting forth the demand for the
Tight of women to control their own bodies and rejecting the degrading and
inferior status to which women are subjected by capitalism's male domin-
ated institutions, high school students are rebelling against the repressive
conditions in the schools, more and more people, especially the youthare
e jecting the stultifying morality of the bourgecisie, and the labor move-
ment has shown its unwillingness to sacrifice for the war and the bosses
profits by the increased number of strikes in the present period.

We support allmmovements for social change realising that they must
develop in a revolutionary direction if they are to win their demands. We
participate in these movements to try to build them into organised mass
movements that can win their demand.

We believe that it is only through the direct action of masses of people--
challenging the right of the ruling class to control their lives--demanding
an end to their oppression--saying there can be a better way, a system

based on human needs rather than profit--that the Australian socialist
revolution will be made.

The Socialist Youth Alliance is a revolutionary socialist youth organization
dedicated to the elimination of this capitalist society and the creation of
2 new socialist society based on human need rather than profit. We are
dedicated to the construction of a socialist Australia and a socialist world
We see socialism as the only alternative to the total annihilation of human
kind by the capitalist system - whether through thermonuclear holocaust
or the destruction of the environment.

crisis.Get rid |
of capitalism.

If you agree with us that the capitalist system promotes wars of aggression
like that in Southeast Agia, that it means poverty, oppres

sion of women BUT TO DO THIS WE NEED MONEY, SO SEND US YOUR MONEY FOR THE
racism and the destruction of the environment, then you should also : DIRECT ACTION FUND DRIVE, THE GOAL IS 000 BY 1972. 3
with us on the need for an organization to fight all aspects of capitalism We, oluf serious about this. There just rn'; 7-1' better way that Youcm
for the only solution to the crisis of our epoch - socialism. y than by putting it to work for a biggbr; better, more fl"q"$‘
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The Socialist Youth Alliance seeks to unite men and women, students and ocialist xn:;, ; ; Ii' ced toren ’]‘I_‘I ‘.m LLE HER ﬁd‘ca]ni,ds ouf
Workers in the struggle against capitalism. If you want to end capitalism, 1,000. By ,'.\:' “,P-" s r-lrmd $365‘H’Imll"illl in and
if you want a socialist Australia then join us in the most urgent task facin ntribution e ke ","r"‘f‘ be which how:) . .8
youth in this country - building an organization which can help lead the ¥ i g ek not just for 8 ut
Australian socialist revolution.
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11. So help us nows

WW the Viemam war and conscription

SUpport the struggle for women's liberation, the struggle for socialist dem-
- ocracy in Eastem Europe, China and USSR and the struggle for national liberation
y the world- join the SOCIALIST YOUTH ALLIANCE,

~ #sa. 1 would like to join SYA .
5m!me

; if you want a socialist Australia,

..... I would like more information on SYA.
$..... subscription to DIRECT ACTION. (51 for 6 issues. )
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South, 2000 or to the branch in your state.




