DIRECT
AGTION

PUBLISHED BY SOCIALIST YOUTH ALLIANC
NO. 9 AUGUST 1971 10 CENTS

[jme

T

l_.",'
o ‘- ';‘_u—r-ﬂ':"":!. .'.;- .._:':.; Ly

i a - __h_t.

i
L
“4
A

e ———
~ TPl Y ol T A v+




B )
i

We reprint below an article from Inter-
continental Press UuI}LZﬁ). The ;i:!ws
expressed in it are a sharp contrast to
oﬁnp:: views on the left here. The Mao-
ists' ultra-revolutionary stance is shown
up for what it is- merely hollow posing.
The Communist Party's views expressed
in an unsigned article in Tribune are so
short-sighted and frankly right-wing that
even some of the bourgeois commentaries
have been more radical in approach.
Joseph Hansen outlines the only cormrect
appraisal that revolutionaries can make
of the situation.

*Premier Chou En-lai and Dr. Henry
Kissinger, President Nixon's Assistant
for National Security Affairs, held
talks in Pcking from July 9 to 11,
1971. Knowing of President Nixon's
expressed desire to visit the People's
Republic of China, Premier Chou En-
lai on behalf of the Government of the

People's Republic of China. has ex-
tended an invitation to President

Nixon to visit China at anappropriate

date before May, 1972.
g President Niron has accepted the
- invitation with pleasure.
~ "The meeting between the leaders of
China and the United States is to seek
the normalization of relations behoeen
~ the wo countries and also to exchange
~ views on gquestions of concern to the
fwo sides.”
~ Peking radio broadcast the text of the
~ above announcement without comment.,
- Simultaneously in Los Angeles, Nixon,
B obviously elated, read the statement
~ personally on a special nation-wide

television and radio hookup on July 15,

adding m; t:ﬂ;:nments:

" +.. @ major developmem in ur efforts
. :l_‘:nhu;lld a lasting peace in the world . .
- Will not be at the expen.e of our old
- The announcement climaxed secret
- diplomatic moves involving Roumanian
" ﬁ;ﬁﬂ&m Nicolae Ceausescu, the French
- Foreign Ministry, and the Yahya Khan
ﬂi#htmﬂaip in Pakistan. 4
he final move was Kissinger's 11-day
~finding" tour around the world,
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%ﬁig real objective.

,-I:' miving in Rawalpindi, Kissinger

S ‘Vanished from sight, "indisposed with a
o ':!ton:\inh ailment". As has now been

snnounced, a Pakistan Intemational

“he spent 49 hours, 20 of them in con-
ference with Chou Fn-laj. o0

%  Chinese premier by Nixon's eny i
¥ Lhi : oy will
E probably remain closely guarded state

. Mao's invitation to Nixon and Nixon's
dcceptance are fairly obyious.
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‘that the Nixon administration will no

longer oppose the ad:rission of the
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Nations.

for re-election in 1972, Nixon can be
£xpected to announce formal US

ich, it is now obvious, was camouflage

Alrways plane flew him to Peking where
_ ‘I'he most vital topics discussed with the

- secrets. However, the implications of

First of all, it can be taken for granted
People's Republic of China to the United

Secondly, at a point when he judges i
ges it
will do the most good for his campaign

recognition of the Mao government. His

acceptance of an invitation to visit
Peking constitutes informal recognition.
He could hardly visit hosts that do not

exist.

For US imperialism these are not so much
concessions as gains. The policy of
blockading China became counter-
productive long ago, and Wall Street has
had many reasons for wanting to shift to

a more flexible approach. In fact, the
change has been advocated for years by

a sector of the American ruling class.

For China, US recognition constitutes a
substantial advantage. In the arena of
world diplomacy it means enhanced
prestige and greater weight. The
economic gains will be considerable, the
most immediate being widened access
to the world market and enhanced pos-
sibilities of obtaining badly needed
materials.

Already the Nixon administration has
listed a series of commodities that can
now be shipped to China and has like-
wise approved entry into the US, of
previously banned Chinese goods.
Tourism could prove to be a considerable
source of foreign exchange if Peking
cares to develop it.

Dismay in Taiwan

Among the immediate reactions to
Nixon's announcement, some were to be
anticipated. In Taiwan, the Chiang
Kai-shek puppet regime lodged a
“'styong protest'', following an emergency
meeting of top officials. Premier C. K.
Yen said, "This could lead to a tragedy
far more serious than that involved in
the fall of the Chinese mainland" to
the Communists in 1949. The "more
serious" tragedy, of course, would be
the necessity of fleeing from Taiwan.

In Washington, Chinese Naticnalist
A mbassador James C. H. Shen,
denounced Nixon's planned visit as a
"shady deal".

Chiang Kai-shek and his son and-heir
Chiang Ching-kuo have been waiting to
be "unleashed" as part of a US invasion
of China ever since they fled from the
mainland more than two decades ago.
Now they fear that Nixon regards them
as expendable, a conclusion that may
well be accurate.

Similarly in Saigon, some of the puppets

began talking about a "betrayal'by
their patron in Washington.

In the United States, the extreme
rightists “ent up a few trial balloons.

Senator James L. Buckley, the Re publican-

Conservative of New York, in his first

major criticism of the Nixon administration
_ strengthen
thlﬂ hand of those seeking accommodation
with the Communist world at almost any

said: "At home it will inevitably

price",

and in Asia "the grand scale of

this overture to Peking will be anything

but reassuring to those who have to live

with the aggressive reality of mainland
China, "

It is not likely that the ultra-right, which
includes the once-powerful China Lobby

will meet with much response . ;
for instance, overlooks one of
slogans now
Nixon's

the key
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Buckley,

ehviuua?y being prepared for
1972 campaign: "He won China".

'BEHIND NIXO
EKING TRIP

Republican Machine Elated

The reaction of the Republican machine
can be judged from the immediate
responses of some of its key leaders.

Gerald R. Ford of Michigan, the House
Republican leader, said: "The prospect
of a visit of President Nixon to Peking
will be singularly significant in the
pursuit of world peace.

"I would expect, for instance, that the
one subject the President and Chou En-lai
would discuss is the convening of an
Indochina peace conference'.

Hugh Scott of Pennsylvania, the Senate
Republican leader, said that now "Hanoi
is bound to be looking over its shoulder
wondering how much longer China would
support its war effort''.

Jacob K. Javits, the liberal Republican
senator from New York, who is a member
of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee
and a "dove', said that Nixon's announce-
ment "forecast the real likelihood of a
troop withdrawal from Indochina by the
}E}};ﬂﬂf the President's trip before May,

As for the Democrats, Mike Mansfield,
who holds the powerful position of Senate
majority leader, said that Nixon's
announcement "could very substantially
help to end the Vietnam war". He added
that "China may well be the third party,
or one of the third parties, behind what
has been happening at the Paris peace
talks this month".

Mansfield was referring to the seven-point
plan submitted by Nguyen Thi Binh
calling for the release of American
prisoners of war in exchange for the
withdrawal of US troops from Vietnam by
the end of 1971. This plan was -endorsed
by Peking.

Senator Hubert Humphrey of Minnesota,
the 1968 Democratic candidate for the

JOSEPH
HANSEN

"GUESS WHO'S COMING TO DININER?”

presidency, voiced the offj
F.'f his party. He :nmmendgf;;q-- :
this important diplomatic initiag
expressed the hope that Nixon con
Peking "in the very near future”
expanded eluquenthr on the me 2
all: "Such a visit could be of imm
importance in bringing about g 4
end to the war in Vietnam and of |4
the groundwork for an extended, L
peace and development wﬁ
the world and especially A, jfﬂ
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The essence of the Democratic pm‘f
view was expressed by an unidentified &
machine politician in Washington: "Th

Democratic nomination is worth §5 les
than it was yesterday"'. 2

The Trotskyist View /

Those who have faithfully defended the
Chinese revolution against its foes - =
among whom the bitterest and most =
powerful have been the imperialists nl'__-_.-’._- j
the US - will feel deep satisfaction that
at long last Washington has been com- =
pelled to recognise that the Peaple's =8
Republic of China does exist. - !
The normalisation of relations has l:H.' !
a primary objective of all defenders nh
the Chinese revolution since the victory
in 1949. On a world scale, the secticsi &
and sympathising organisations of the
Fourth International, for instance, Havess
stood in the forefront of the struggle I
win recognition of the People's Republes
of China from all the capitalist CountEs

But while rejoicing over the mOMERWEEE
gain for Chinz represented by the DEnE&
US foreign policy, revolutionists are
bound to examine the circumstances
which this has occurred; for the qu
naturally arises - why the change 4t
particular time? What led Nixon = ¥
remains little changed from what HEXSSS
in the fifties, a reactionary of the =8
McCarthyite school - to begin quippss
about his taste for Chinese dishes, =8
particularly those prepared by Chouss
lai and Mao Tsetung? :

e

The reason is quite clear. The Mao
regime has indicated to Nixon that it is
willing to help him in Vietmam. In
short, Peking is in the business of
betraying revolutions in the tradition of
the master betrayer whom they hail as
their guide and teacher - Stalin.

The proofs could not be more palpable.
Peking came out foursquare against the
people of Bangla Desh who rose almost
unanimously against the dictatorship of

Yahya Kahn. Peking supplied arms and

money to the dictator to crush the
rebellion; and it openly denounced the

people of Bangla Desh for striking out
for their freedom.

Peking followed precisely the same course
in the case of the rebellion in Ceylon.
Chou himself went to the most brazen
lengths to associate Peking with the
Bandaranaike regime and against the
rebels. He put money on the line in the
form of a most generous loan; he

offered arms to be used against the

1 rebels; and he denounced the rebels.

Not even Nixon could misunderstand
that language - if he had not completely
grasped the meaning of Mao's consistent
policy over the years of seeking
alliances with "progressive' sectors of
the colonial bourgeoisie, a policy that
helped pave the way in Indonesia for the
debacle of 1965 and the slaughter of as
many as a million Indonesian Com-
munists.

Quite likely, Mao and Chou spelled out
in plain terms what they are prepared to
do in Vietnam; otherwise why the
secret diplomacy?

Another Ger.sva Conference?

Even while Kissinger was in Peking,
another diplomat, unaware that Nixon's
agent was in town, was given a briefing
by Chou En-lai that made front page
news throughout the world. Gough

. Whitlam. leader of the Australian
' Labor Party

cabled Prime Minister
William McMahon of Australia that
Premier Chou had informed him in a
conversation that the Mao government
was willing to participate in a new
Geneva conference. The Australian
embassy in Washington relayed the
information to the State Department on
July 14.

It was at the Geneva conference in 1954
that the Vietnamese were cheated of
their victory over French imperialism.
The country was divided in half and the
basis was laid for installing a puppet
regime in Saigon.

The clear implication of Chou's

. conversation with Whitlam was that the

Mao regime is willing to participate in &
new Geneva conference that would still
leave US imperialism a beach-head of
some kind in Indochina.

This is precisely what Nixon has sought
to achieve - some kind of Korea-type
settlement.

Peking, could of course, put enormous

essure on Hanoi for such a deal, since a
good part of the arms and supplies re-
quired to keep up the struggle against the
US aggression comes from China, or
through China from Moscow.

Blow to the Antiwar Struggle

It rermains to be seen whether Chou's
proposal to stage another Ceneva con-
ference is accepted by either Hanoi or the
freedom fighters in Indochina. The
counter-revolutionary effects of Mao's
invitation to Nixon were nonetheless
immediately apparent.

The anti-war movement in the United

States succeeded through its mass
mobilisations in putting enormous
pressure on Nixon to end the US aggres-
sion and withdraw all the US forces from
Indochina NOW. Nixon was in deep
trouble politically, and his excuses - all
of them designed to gain time - were
getting flimsier and flimser.

When the representatives of the Vietnam-
ese people at the Paris talks proposed
their seven point plan to exchange the
American prisoners of war for an early
withdrawal date, the heat was really on.
Nixon's last excuse had been blown up.

He was saved by the invitation to visit
Peking. Setting the date of the visit for
next spring gave him a new breathing
space. He has an excuse for prolonging
the war at least until then. In ten
months a lot of people can be killed.
And then Nixon will see ...

The anti-war forces in the United States,
which now include a significant sector -
if not 2 majority - of the troops in
Vietnam, came under quick fire.

Since the announcement of the trip, the
communications media have been
flooded with propaganda about the
immense step allegedly taken towand
peace. Nixon and Mao will reach a
settlement’. Everything can now safely be
left in their powerful and competent
hands! No more need for mass actions

or for protests of any kind'

Have the Tables Been Turned?

Will Nixon's diplomatic coup convince
the American people that peace is now in
the bag? Will it soften the class
antagonisms that have grown sharper

and sharper as the war dragged on?

This remains to be seen. The impatience
with the war, with Nixon's lies, with the
domestic economic and social con-
sequences of the costly and bloody
adventure, is very deep in the United
States. Significantly, within a day of
the announcement about a May deadline
for the trip, the White House was spread-
ing the word that Nixon might go to
Peking much earlier - possibly by the
end of December or early in January.

In any case, it is certainly the hope of the
ruling class that the tables have now been
turmned on the swelling anti-war movement,

thanks to the good
The long-standing rift in the ranks of the

ruling class over the war was healed as if
by a miracle.

The New York Times, which anly weeks
ago publishe e Pentagon Papers,
precipitating an unprecedented showdown
between the press and the administration,
shifted 180 degrees overnight and with

the next edition after Nixon's broadcast
was praising the president to the skies,

and beginning the task of creating new

and more likable images of Mao and Chou.
Light has finally been seen at the end of

the tunnel!

Nixon likewise scored heavily at the
expense of the Democratic Republic of
Vietnam, the Provisional Revolutionary
Government of South Vietnam, and the
National Front for the Liberation of South

Vietnam.

All the evidence indicates that they were
pot consulted in advance. They were
handled by Peking as expendable in
reaching a deal with US imperialism.

Not without maliciousness, Anthony Lewis
observed in the July 18 New York Times:
"As for the Vietnamese Communists, they
mi zht not know for some time what deal

Peking could be prepared to make at
their Expem, for some larger puipose

ices of Mao and Chou.

Mrs. Binh, interviewed by Reuters on
Friday, said the Chinese would never
settle with Mr. Nixon over the heads of
the Vietcong.

one in the Soviet Union, but it is
basically similar. Its chief characteristic
is that it places its own narrow,
nationalistic interests above the

interests of the world revolution, in-
cluding the interests of the Chinese
revolution.

"This would be inconceivable", she said,
Was there a touch of self-persuasion in her
words?".
This was not seen by many analysts
Evidently the New York Times has good ;’mn1drti1}ln]::_ﬂ.‘:_}uii ;f ::n;:n 1:,’.11:(; e
reason to believe that it is not inconceivable which US imperiali j-"rj-rw_*;..;-.:jt.;.{’-.-.Jlol‘.,_! g
that Peking would slip a knife into the back even with this comservative caste.
of the Vietnamese at the very moment they Washington's refusal to recognise China
were within sight of a clear-cut victory over helped maintain the revolutionary aura
US imperialism. of the Mao regime. g
Moscow Displeased
The reaction in Moscow was displeasure,
as indicated by official silence. The
displeasure was not motivated by
revolutionary considerations but by the
alteration in relations between Peking and
¥ashington , which now places the
Kremlin at a greater disadvantage in its
own dezalings with US imperialism.

ing

The Peking government undertock
defensive measures that sometimes had
revolutionary consequences, outstanding
examples being the military defence of
China at the time of the Korean war, and
the accompanying expropriation of
capitalist holdings within China.

It was notable, however, that at home
Mao sedulously blocked and rooted out
any tendency toward proletarian
democracy; while abroad he relied in
the main, on alliances with the
treacherous colonial bourgecisie. Mao
also sought to organise Peking-oriented
movements in rivalry to the Moscow-
onented movements founded by Stalin.

The Soviet bureaucracy has only itself to
blame. The Sino-Soviet dispute was
precipated by Khrushchev's decision to
make a nuclear pact with the Eisenhower
administration at the expense of China.
The chickens have now come home to
roost. US imperialism tumed out to be
the ultimate gainer. The State Depart-
ment is finally in effective position to
play Peking against Moscow and Moscow
against Peking, applying increasing
leverage in efforts to widen and deepen
the differences between the two giant
workers' states.

This course was in conformity with the
nature of the social {ormation represented
by Mao.

The veneer of ultraleftism was not in
contradiction to this; it constituted a
necessary part under the circumstances.

One of the consequences of Nixon's
announcement will be recriminations in
top circles of the Soviet bureaucracy.
The prestige of Brezhnev and Kosygin will
drop to @ new low. Perhaps they may
find themselves in the unhappy position
of being converted into scapegoats, just
as they joined in making a scapegoat of
Khrushchev. r

The Dupes of Maoism

Those most stunned by the current
diplomacy of the Mao regime are the
currents in the left that have been
favourably di d toward Maoism.
The ultraleft posture of the Mao regime
was mistakenly interpreted by them to
be genuinely revolutionary. They were
taken in by the willingness of Peking to
offer training to prospective guerrillas
and to supply them with small arms in
certain countries. The ultraleft
language ¢f “Mao Tsetung Thought"
bolstered this false interpretation.

When - under the blows of the anti-war
movement in the United States and
elsewhere and the unyielding resistance
of the freedom movement in Vietnam -
US imperialism finally came to require
the services of the Chinese disciple of
Stalin, it did not require much to induce
Mao to roll out the great red carpet.

In Bangla Desh , in Ceylon, and now in
the invitation to Nixon to visit Peking,
the underlying nature of the social
formation holding power in China was
suddenly bared in the most palpable
way. The basic reality broke through to
the surface for all to see.

Publish the Secret Commitmentsl

The world situation has been altered by
the rapprochement between Peking and
Washington. Of that there can be no
doubt. But this will not change the
deeper currents in the international class
struggle. In fact, in some areas it may
The disaster in Indonesia made many of give even greater impulsion to them.
them uneasy. Mao's brazen betrayal of
the people of Bangla Desh and the rebels
of Ceylon completed the education of a
good many others. It is to be hoped that
Mao's current wheeling and dealing with
Nixon will dispel any final illusions

that may still linger here or there.

A case in point is the anti-war struggle.
The general conclusion among those who
have been demanding the immediate
withdrawal of US troops from Indochina,
and who have been organlﬂnti MESE o anSiE
demonstrations to underline that demand,
may well be that now there is all the |

One of the most ironic aspects of Mao's reason to insist that the US get out of

decision to make a deal with US South Fast Asia at once.
imperialism is that this was ooe of the . ;
main charges levelled against his Nixon's

opponents in the Great Proletarian
Cultural Revolution. Mao is now doing
precisely what he accused Liu Shao-chi
of wanting to do. ; :

To find a parallel it is necessary to go
back to the Soviet Union of the ties, v
when Stalin butchered a generation of
revolutionists and potential political
ponents on framed-up charges, of




When Gough Whitlam left for Peking,
his secretary rang the Sydney Morator-
ium office and conveyed his regrets
that he wouldn't be present for the

June 30 action. This is the first time,
in the experience of the Moratorium,
that Whitlam has regretted missing a
Moratorium action, of which there have
been seven during the past eighteen

(S months.
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L What, one might ask, is going on?

Imperialism & not about to withdraw

B from Indo-China without having first
"3 exhausted all the alternatives open to
e | it. After the failure of its invasions
et of Laos and Cambodia, the lack of
g ; support for an invasion of the north, and

j A the collapse of the prisoner-of-war
balloon, a Korean or Geneva - type
settlement seemed the only remaining
alternative. Peking may well have pro-
vided the ground for such a manouvre.
And for Australian capitalism, Whitlam
may well appear to be the most suitable
advocate of such an approach.

Premier Chou-en Lai probably spoke to
‘Whitlam on the assumption that he was
dealing with the next Prime Minister of
Australia. Whitlam always speaks with
this in mind. He spoke to the Sydney
Moratorium with this in mind.

Peking has given Whitlam twelve » i
notice that the war in Indo-China will
reach a political settlement on terms
acceptable to Peking, Washington, and
the Australian capitalist class, of which
Whitlam is most likely to be the next
Tepresentative.

In the eyes of the above three powers,
there are some very real obstacles to
this sort of political settlement. First
and foremost there is the question
whether the Vietmamese - Hanoi, the
PRG, and the NLF - are prepared to
dccept such a recipe which appears
ominously to have a distinctive Geneva
Conference flayour about it. We should
hope - for their sake, and for the sake
of the world revolution - that the
Viemamese have long assimilated the
lessons of 1954,

The second obstacle is the large and
still- growing anti-war movement in the
United States, which has shown that it
can't be co-opted by political opportun-
ists of any party. This movement has

- played an important role in shaping

- Nixon's attitudes towards any develop-

' ments in US policy in Indo-China.

In Australia the obstacle is two-fold,

sometimes related, sometimes not.

Capitalism will be hoping for a decline
in anti-war activity on the one hand and
3 softening of the ALP's Vietnam policy
on the other. The inter-relation of the
two forces can best be illustrated by
pointing out that the ALP' stren gthening
position on Vietmam ( up to, of course,
the Peking visit) comresponded to the
rise of the antiwar movement.

Whether or not Whitlam becomes Aust-
ralia's next Prime Minister is irelevant
to this discussion. What is important is
that he's To assure himself of
success, he will need to neutralise
both the Socialist Left within his own

& stage it is extremely doubtful
that either of these forces xﬁill dccept
any ?hange in the demand for a total
and immediate withdrawal of all US
4nd Australian troops from In do-China
as thg only logical solution to the
conflict, Such a demand, clearly,
loudly, and continucusly stated may
well provide an unwelcome hindrance

to the ALP's acceptance by A ¥
eapitalism. Y Australian

or the antiwar movement should se
t.nl.uetp the ALP out of the o
benches.

4

rttz]ﬂnd the antiwar movement without.

This is not to Say that the Socialist Left

_ EOVEmment
E What is important, however,
45 £0 ensure that the principled solution
£6 the war in Indo-China remains to the
forefront in any public or private forums
in the streets or in the corridor of pow e

If this be achieved at the expense of the
ALP gaining power, then that is as it
should be.

A Federal ALP victory should not, and
could not, be the concern of the Aust-

ralian antiwar movement. What is of
concem is that our demands for a solution
to the war be met. If such demands are
achieved by means of an ALP victory,
then so much the better.

The victory of the demands of the
Moratorium is the concern of the
Moratorium. If the ALP retains any
socialist character, then the victory of
these demands should also be the
concern of the ALP.

The next few months are likely, there-
fore, to ide the first real test for
the national antiwar coalition. We will
see whether the movement is prepared
to accept a situation where its presence
will be a consistent source of embarras-
sment to both political parties if it
retains its present form ( as it should)
or if it is prepared to allow itself to be
played upon like Nero's fiddle, while
US and Australian imperialism stoke
the fires for yet another bewitching
brew of counter-reyvolution.

The Morazornum snould retain its present
strategy of taking its demand for total
and immediate withdrawal of all US

and Australian forces from Indo-China
onto the streets of Australia. All other
forces including the ALP, who agree
with this strategy, should be encouraged
to participate. No movement stands to
gain more from such participation

than the Moratorium.

It is in this respect that we differ in
view from the leadership of the Adelaide
Vietnam Moratorium Campaign. Their
insistence on placing a priority on
"confronting the capitalist state" and
"defying authority" over organising
large mass actions around one central
principled demand, has provided
the South Australian Labor govemment,
and the ALP, with an easy way of avoid-
ing the Vietmam issue. By their espou-
sal of this strategy, the Adelaide VMC
leadership suggests that urban guerilla
warfare is, at this stage, more effective
in smashing imperialism than bring ing
about a withdrawal of its troops.
It is, incidentally, interesting to note
the peculiar Maoist concept of a united
front, as innanced by the Adelaide
VMC's publications. Under the heading
"WMC Policy - Theory and Practice",
we find the following

"Q. Are there other Imperialist count-
ries besides the 1JSA .,

“A. Japan, Russia, Britain and France
are the most important of the other
Imperialist powers "

Not only can one marvel at the crude
political analysis in such st atements,
but feel somewhatdlsmayed at the
thought that such dedicated united-
frontists find it necessary to seek some
sort of official imprimatur for their
quaint theories, thereby imposing
these views upon the whole "co I.Fll‘ii_'-ri"'
Which raises the questions: how much
a coalition is the Adelaide VMC . --ml
haven't the Maoists ROt 2 journual of
their own?)

We have extreme doubts that the
r::canj; ‘peace moves" by Peking and
".Jus.hm;mn will result in a meaninaful
1L*-:-r:nr:u::llu.‘u-s.n:tr! of the conflict in Indo-China
We think it more likely that these
moves are designed more to confuse
pﬁl.lhlll: opinion than to facilitate the
victory of the Vietnamese revolution.
In the same way, the latest McMah
proposals to bring the ground troops
home by Christmas, instead of being
4 genuine effort at seeking peace, .Tn;-
rather a belated admission that these
forces will have had no military effect
on the final outcome ever since they
Were committed there, What is
- ‘mportant militarily is the presence of
r. 4 massive UUS airforce with th

La |
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to make a wasteland of the whole sub-
continent and the support of thousands
of ground troops employed as an all-
pervading police force. The war will
not be settled to the satisfaction of the
Vietnamese until all such forces are
removed.

During the last few months the war has
been fought mainly on the political
level. The presence of any Australian
forces is important in this regard - it
would be a further blow to US policy
for Australia to announce its complete
disengagement.

The government has not announced
this, nor has it announced its intention
to. The Moratorium should therefore
continue to press this demand.

Seen in the above context, it was a
drastic error for the Sydney Moratorium

to allow the speakers' platform at the
June 30 rally to be occupied by so
many AlPpoliticians, particularly
John Ducker, whose record is one of
unrestrained hostility towards the

i

iy

Mo atorium. It was also a mistake

for 1he Adelaide VMC to allow a
situation to develop where a'counter-
rally" was able to attract 8,000 people
on July 31, and have them subjected
to the sanctimonious posturings of
Gough Whitlam, as the principal
speaker.

Such moves might well have given

the ALP leadership false hopes of

their ability to co-opt and contain the
Moratorium. We should do our utmost
to dispel this hope, whilst pointing out
that all who have a record of agreeing
with our demands and strategy are
welcome within our ranks, on an equal

basis with the forces presently re present-
ed. That is the point- we d6n1t g0

to them, they come tous. The
muintenance of the Moratorium's
independence from electoral m INouvr-
ings is of paramount lmportance.

\nother mistake made by the Morat-
orium in Sydney was the over-emphasis
on the 'I'-."'..;l.ll H'*."ﬁlﬁ VY k"‘i}- |

i l'nr.\_'nlq '13"_1-
wWar to such

in extent that the timing
of the rally made it mandaton upon
upporters to
would have

ill Mor ILOTiINMm LOp work
Or « | |il1". 'II"I"'"I':'l ri-!
| L 1=

rially. The validity ol

1 sirike strategy
15 NOL In question here: we t Lke issur
only with those who were so blinded
by the revolutionary n iture of such a
strategy that they ignored 1lmost com-
pletely the traditional base ol the
movement - workers who w ill march
but are not yet prepared to strike,
~!.L'1‘Itd-.li“_. student , and. to a lesser
€xient, tertiary students What
should have been done was to scheduli
the rally later in the afternoon to allow
it To proceed bhe vond business nours g

thereby ene crira
reh y Ehcourimnge [:_mr'l11'iF'.,'.1_|,.'.;|_|, fi-.‘]!]

ypposition. In the antiwar movement,
jobody who supports withdrawing the
Wroops and aid immediately should be

- W xcluded. Despite our dislike of Dr.

- W aims' politics we think even he has
veryright to be a member of the coal-
gon. We wish his passion for "peace"
were matched by an equal passion for
efending the right of the Viemamese to
2 1f-determination: Dr. Caims endorsed
@decisions at Richmond that will
ompletely vitiate the Moratorium
‘unless they are reversed before-too long.

The first agenda item at the Richmond
eeting was "Draft Resistance". In a
aflet distributed at the meeting SYA
its position:

all sectors of the movement
merely the dedicated harg.

’ ihdm ) r
et .~ USome sections of the coalition are trying
to elevate "draft resistance" to a central
place in the program and activities of
e moyement. This is alste;u in the .

¢ direction. Appealing to e
on Jurle 0, fhat fhe ALy alvays  to Erttzf'aft resistzz:wun'gt mgialipge
supported the Moratorium (hence fhe & fraction of the people that the demand
greater worklngeeldss od 'ﬂiﬁﬂm}m " 1Oyt Now" does. In the one case the
¥he MOYERa has a far more Viable } masses are reduced to auxiliaries to the
in the unions, the ALP branches, , basically individualistic protest of the

Moratorium locali W ' draft resisters. Opposition to the draft

-“ 1

this going for them , the Meloe \ (while comect in principle ) doesn't focus
leadership wants to postpone any fusthe; - directly on the war; it takes the pressure
mass action until next year. Their "off the government to get out of Vietnam.
30 Meeting at the Richmond Town Bt ©n the other hand "out now" is a demand
did adopt a proposal for a mass street which can unite broad masses against the
demonstration on October 1, but thes . War, and put direct pressure on the
used a previously adopted structural = Eovernment to get out of Viemam.
proposal (that such proposals require —

¢ e , noth rgument is that smashing the
ratification by area groups, and theR Mdraft will end Australia’s part in the war.
come back to a mass meeting) to enSlly, ; may be true but it evades the

tt 't be finalised wntill &
;P:Eft:l:br?aéir:&;iﬂhich is three weelks P oblem. The methods of the draft res-

Devolopments in Melboume are
more incredible than any other cepr!
when you consider that 80, 000 mape

listers won't end the draft. They only
after the date upon which the next mess 8~ " ., ber of youth, most of
ing of the National Co-ordinating Comsle’ =2 © 20 = mt & o e e

- - - S whom will go into the army. The
ittessuil t‘:‘?‘de on the next nationfiBe orect and classical tectic of the
co—-ordina mass ac .

“Srevolutionary movement is to enter the

army and attempt to disintegrate from

l within. In Amenca the anti-war move-

"ment has gone into the army and has

S found a growing response there (the April
4th demonstration in Washin gton was

M led by hundreds of Vietnam veterans who

“had played a big part in revealing the

B systematic atrocities committed by the

Mallied" forces).

iLet the draft resistance remain the
concemn of part of the antiwar coalition
B but they must not impose it on the
whole coalition. The central strategy
B must remain mass action around the

i program of "Cut Now" .

'The meeting voted to adopt three
iresolutions on draft resistance. Their
teffect was that draft resistance is now
lendosed by the VMC. This retreat
‘from mass action, from principled
ipolitics, from politics which can get
us out of Vietnam, was endorsed by
‘the Maoists and the Communist Party.
B SYA was the only group to speak
lagainst this being made part of the
'VMC's activity. The rest put opport-
‘unistic considerations, fear of unpopula-
= rity, before principle. In particular,
The resolution carried, which | for a "communist" party ta_adapt to
a mobilisation on October 1 with @ #88 such individualistic action is pathetic.
on the US Consulate, was of coursé s
iniated by the Maoists, who hold thes
view, apparently, that the AustraliZi
bourgeoisie has never oppressed 4
Vietnamese. Both the Maoists and#
reformists have cause for rejoiCing ==
reformists, through procedural m
ion, have avoided the necessity®
nowledging the October action &
mass action, and the Maoists Walks
their little march, wide open t@
provocation, and during which GiSiss
once again call for the establishmSs
of a broad united front comprisifgsy
Australian ¢ Jpjt alists and wnrklﬁ ..
smash US imperialism (and, dare
its running dogs?).

Next the meeting considered the
question of reforming the structure of
the VMC. As reported in "Direct
Action" No. B SYA had moved to
democratise the whole decision-
making apparatus. Our proposal would
have increased the weight of the activ-
jsts in the VMC by putting the mass
'meetings on a firm basis, This motion,
‘the only one consistent with building

a mass movement, which would have
led to the movement being controlled
by those who are in it, was defeated
by a motion which substantially leaves
things unchanged. The Committee
based on organisations remains the
ireal force. Thus the VMC remains in
the deathly grip of an unholy alliance
between the CP and the CICD.
Richmond Town Hall revaled volumes
about the real politics of the Melboumne
Left. A striking and instructive
example was provided when Mark Taft
of the CP moved that the VMC

pulicise the PRG's "7 point plan™. We
have no objection to that as long as
certain things are pointed out. When

[he Maoist motion had been in the =
for some time before the mass
This is probably what p:ﬂ\'ﬂktd DI‘*_ ¥
Caims to begin the proceedings S gy
vicious red-baitingattackon th'!af b
and, by implication, the whole ’
far Left. He accused them ;
for violence in the antiwar MOVESEEY
and snecered at revolutionaries in

- ; : 3 - t by
The sood Da course, Pres=eiy SYA did point them out we were me
himself g~[fhz_1:3:; u?fp-:nce. "His AESE 2 leaden silence. One of the points

was in the best tradition of Senatof 3 is a call for the US govemment to

McCarthy. It seems handly WOTEHEESS "set the date" for the withdrawal of
mentioning that all three of Me ‘rf"- @ the troops. As we said:
Moratoriums have been the m ﬂ“:
of gatherings, even when the P'oﬂ e
ittempted provocations. The
stand for vi olence and Who¥
it daily in Vietnam {is the ﬁuma!f.
ruling class, Red-baiting “?Eﬂ
itates the government's con

B'SYA has previously opposed this
idea, It is a sell out proposal and
the attempt of its advocates to

justify it by reference to the PRG's
*even point plan" is completel:
dichonest, 2« - o4 ThREVETS forced to

Lk | ||\|

[ : ol
its aggression in Indo Chinde It's g"‘”"c certain diplomatic MANOEUVTES.
tu*-._‘-:-l'\};m.:; unfashionablke for iﬁg an any honest person doubt that if
to kick the commo can, let @ y

a
tyled leaders of their greatest M

they had a choice they would press

or immediate and unconditional
withdrawal as against "setting a date",
The best service we can render them

is to remove the government's room for

manceuvre and force it to get out
immediately. "

We stressed that the imperialists were
hoping to use the Chinese Stalinists to
bring the NLF to the conference table .
In short, they were trying to engineer

a sell out. In such circumstances it is
imperative that the anti-war movement
make it clear that it will not accept
sucha "peace based on the denial of
the right of self determination of the
Vietnamese people. Neither Dr. Caims
with his passion for peace ( at any
price} . nor the partisans of Chairman
Mao, nor the Communist Party, nor a
single other person said one word.....

The National Co-ordinating Committee
is to make recommendations for future
action at its meeting on August 21,
when it is hoped all centres will have
discussed the various proposals raised
at the recent national consultations. At
this stage Melbourne has, subject to
ratification, decided upon a draft
résistance campaign, a campaign to
haye the ACTU call a four-hour
general strike on the war issue, and
some sort of a mass action on October
1. No doubt Adelaide will decide in
fayour of at least the last two

Is. Sydney has so far only dec-
ided in favour of the general strike
proposal, and, as we go to press, we
are unaware of any decisions yet made
by other centres. Our views on the
first proposal do not need re-stating.
We are in favour of the second proposal,
so long as its perspective is not exclus-
ive of a proposal for mass action some
time this year. We quote again from
the SYA Richmond leaflet:
"Tocsin" magazine has argued that the
central programmatic demand should be
an appeal to the working-class:
"Workers! Force the ACTU To Call A
Genrald Strike Against the War!"

Unguestionably, massive strikes in

industry would exert a decisive pressure
on the government. However, involved
here is an underestimation of the power
of the movement we have already built,
and a misconc eption as to how the
working-class will move in force
against the war.

The present movement must never be
sold out for something we might have.
Already, certain results (all be it not
yet decisive) have been achieved
(MacMahon's latest manoeuvre reflects
this pressure). The American movement
like our's, has not yet invelved large
numbers of industrial workers - although
April 24th showed a marked rise in
working-class participation - but has
achieved obvious successes: Nixon has
bee forced to talk about "withdrawal”
and has had to abandon the idea of
pouring in huge® reinforcements;

the imperialitts were forced to watch
the best units of the puppet army get
cut to pieces in Laos, for fear of
another domesti¢ explosion like May
1970, This should make the '"Tocsin”
comrades think a little about the power
of a movement such as ours. It would
be a tragic mistake to abandon the
existing movement (with its largely
student and youth composition) and its
chances of growth by throwing a major
part of our resources into factory
agitation. etc. Certainly, direct steps
must be taken now to involve more
workers, but the best way to achieve
this in the long run is by making the
present movement even bigger and
broader. The workers will be drawn
into it as individuals first and later there
is the possibility of their action as a
class”.

The main of this lengthy editor-
ial has bee%phaﬁu the need for the
Moratorium to embark upon a nationally
co-ordina ted action before the end of
the year. We therefore support the

third Melboume 1 where that

P | seeks to do just that. But
considering the fate inflicted upon it

by the structural manouvre we feel

there will not be enough time to set

the wheels in motion, and therefore
favour a later date. We also disagree
with the second part of the motion, the
destination, which will severely limit
the massive participation required.

A mobilisation called for later in Oct-
ober and all through November would
not be wise, considering that the mass
base, the students, would be iﬂﬂﬂﬁ

in examinations. Taking all this ks
consideration, we favour a day in mid-
December. December 10is a Friday-

Newspaper, radio and television reports
have led people to believe that the
dispute at Ericssons was caused by
union officials trying to force workers
to join a union. The management at
Ericssons, on the other hand, was

depicted as "defending freedom of choice"

dgainst the dictatorial tactics of the
Trades Hall Council. Those who have
first hand knowledge, know that this
picture is a grossly deceiving one.

L.M. Ericssons Pry. Ltd. are a Swedish
owned company who manufacture relay
equipment and cables for tele phone
exchanges. They hold a large number
of povernment contracts for this work.
Nearly all their process workers are
women, who are employed on a casual
basis. That is they can be sacked with-
out notice. The basic rate of pay for
adult female process workers is $1.12
an hour or $45 per week (before tax).
However under Ericsson's bonos system
a few women have been almost doubl-
ing their basic pry This sounds quite
reasonable, what right has a women to
complain when she can eam S$70 to $80
a week if she works hard enough? An
explanation of the social background to
these facts will help to show why there
15 very good reasons for complaint.

First of all, where do these women come
from, and what are their private circum-
stances’ Some are married with husbands

who are also industrial workers in the
Latrobe Valley, and may only intend to
work a year or two to pay off a house,
or just three months to buy a new
washing machine. Some are single
girls filling in time till they get marr-
ied. Some are unmarried mothers
working day and night to support them-
selves and make a home for their
children. At ericssons the number of
unmarried mothers is moch higher than
one would expect. The reason is
simple. These women have nearly all
come from Melbourne to work in the
Latrobe Valley because they cannot
afford to live in Melboume. They
applied to the Housing Commission for
accommodation and were told that there
was nothing available in Melboume,

but that they could obtain work and a
Housing Commission house in the Latrobe
Valley. A number of houses are empty
in the valley, due to a local slump in
the labour market, after the completion
of Hazelwood Powerstation. Towns like
Morwell, Traralgon and Moe are there-
fore becoming a dumping ground for un-
married mothers and factories like
Ericssons are becoming employers of a
work force which is extremely vulnerable
to unfair treatment, coercion and
expoitaticon.

Under Ericsson's bonus scheme groups of
women work on specific jobs, and there
is a standard time set for each job. If
you can do the job faster than the stand-
ard time you are payed a bonus. for the
time saved, at the hourly rate. If you
cannot do the job in the standard time
you are simply payed the basic hourly
rate, and if you are continually slower
than the standard time you are sacked.
Standard times are reviewed regularly
by management to make sure the number
of people earning a bonus does not
become too great. Nevertheless some
women more especially those with urgent
financial problems, make large bonuses
because they work 60 to 70 % faster than
the standard rate. The work inyolves
thousands of wrist and finger movemeats,
stripping cables, tightening nuts, taping
wires etc. At very high work rates
severe strain is put on the ligaments of
the lower arm. The end result is a very
unpleasant disablement known locally as
"Ericssons elbow", which i;canﬂid by S
dislocation of ligaments. Several wom
have permanently lost the use of their
lower arm, Some have had operations
which relieve the pain but do not give
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them back the use of their hand . The
management of Ericssons has refused to
recognize that this problem exists even
though as many as eighty claims for
compensation have been made in one
week. What is more Ericssons fight
every claim for compenzation in the law
courts. [t is worthwhile pointing out that
the female work force is partly to blame,
for allowing a situation like this to exist.
Working class solidarity is all too rare
anywhere in Australia, but it is even

less common at Ericssons. For example

a married women who only intends to
work a few months to pay for a car, may
just not want to see the plight of her
fellow worker, who has lost the use of
her hand, cannot afford to sue the
company for compensation and is un-
married with a child to support. The
fact that only 400 out of a work force
of 3,400 had the guts to come out on
strike, clearly illustrates the selfish
individualism of many of Ericsson's w
workers. Ericssons have put one or two
disabled women onto "light duties" but
the vast majority are simply sacked
without any compensation.
who get compensation receive less

than a third of the wages they are used
to, and tese payments are automatically
stopped if they take another job. When
claims for compensation come to court

s
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Even those

the ETU pays legal expenses for its
members but it will not pay legal
expenses for non union members. The

ETU has been dissatisfied for several
years over Ericssons attitude to trade
union activity and the large number of
Fricsson's employees who are not thion
members. Although the ETU says that

a closed shop " is not the real issue",
and it obviously is not, the fact remains
that if Ericssons does become a closed
shop three thousand women who at
present are not members will have to
pay their union dues. With $30.000 a
year at stake it is hard to believe the
FTU are not interested in a closed shop.
The disputelost sight of the real issues
and became a power struggle between
big business and the Trades Hall Council.
Ericssons refused to budge on the real
issies, the bonus system and the large 3
pumber of compensation claims. They
refused to allow union officials the right
to enter their factories and victimised
union members. In retaliation the
Trades Hall Council black banned Eric-
sson's factories and threatened to shut
down the power stations in the Latrobe
Valley. Ericssons retaliated by buying
their own electrical generator and sueing
the Trades Hall Council for losses
caused by the black ban. At the time
of writing it appears that Ericssons have
backed down to some extent and the
black bans have been lifted.

The deep rooted social problems which
were the real cause of the trouble at
Ericssons are not likely to be solved by
any compromise reached by management
and union officials. Unmarried mothers
will still be dumped in the Latrobe
Valley. Encssons is still the only chance
they seem to have of providing for them-
celves and their children. While Ericsson's
bonus system exists, "Ericssons elbow"
will also exist. Even if compensation
becomes a right instead of having to be
fought for through the courts, the
plight of the victims will still be a
severe one. Compensation payments in
Australia are paﬂicula:l{ miserly.
While industry is owned by private
individuals and operated with the obj-
ective of making the largest possible
profit, this sort of treatment of people
will continge. Today respectable
“middle class” Australians speak of the
atrocious factory condition of the Yot
nineteenth century as if they are gone
for ever, and yet right here and now, in
the midst of our great sham prosperity,
the same suffering exists. :
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Jenny Ferguson

Abarigines and American Indians although in
different parts of the world, are stepping up

the fight to regain land taken away by hundreds
of years of white oppression.

e ]

:

For the past five vears now the Australian
government has been trying to entice the
Aboriginal people off Lake Tyers by offering
them £9.000 to purchase a house outside the
settlement, but on the condition that they do

not return to Lake Tyers, except to be buned

there. The government knew it would cause

great hostility between those who wished to

leave and those who wanted to stay and fight

for the land. The government hoped to divide

them and weaken the support in the fight to keep

Lake Tyers. The people who left the settlement
found that the §9,000 no where now covered

the cost of a house and land, and so were left
owing a considerable sum. The male wage earners
as semi-skilled or unskilled labourers were further
handicapped by the racial prejudice in this
society and found it very difficult to oblain
work, making it impossible for them to integrate
into a white community and support themselves
or their families on the same basis as the rest of
the working class.

- Lake Tyers , a settlement covering 4,800 acres,

~ will be handed over to the 93 Aboriginal

3 people living there on Sunday July 25th. This
has come about simply because the Aboriginals
who staved on the land refused to be sold out
by the government; and during the last week
over one hundred Gippsland Aboriginals marched
through the streets of Melbourne to present a
petition 1o the Governor asking that Lake Tyers
be put in 2 trust so that the land could not be
Sold to outside interests, and further stressing
that the settlement belongs to all Aboriginals
not just those living on the reserve,

Although the government has promised the
~Abaoriginals an equal share of the land to farm,
and an all Aboriginal Management Committee
10 make sure the sale of land is only made to
other Aboriginal people, it scems at the moment
the present number of people able to work the
land is about a dozen, the rest consisting of
pensioners, widows and children. There are np
child-care facilities provided for mothers, no
schools, hospital facilities or other community
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Land rights demonstration
Captain Cook celebrations, Sydney
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- LAND RIGHTS

facilities even though the government is supposed
to have spent half a million dollars on the
property.
It is going to be a long hard fight even with
government grants or loans to make the property
self—sufTicient for the people’s needs. The income
for last vear from sales of hides, cattle, and
timber was around $4,000 — not enough to
support one family let alone the many expenses
that have to be paid for the up-keep of the
property.
Over the past eighty-five years Aboriginal
settlements in Victoria have dwindled from over
thirty to a couple. The government over this
period has done practically nothing for the
people. In most areas of Australia they are
hidden away in the outback, or in the case of
Victoria have been confined to one or two
areas. An indication of their plight is the
appalling health facilities which contribute
greatly to the fact that 112 out of 1,000
Aboriginal children die under one year of age,
compared with the Australian average of under
20 out of 1,000.

Although the Aborigines are not united, and in
the past have been reluctant to organise against
their oppression, the fact that they took a firm
stand and fought for Lake Tyers is a good
indication that some sections at least can see
the power in uniting as a force against their
oppressors. Valuable lessons can be drawn from
the native Americans who have similar origins,
and are around the same size in proportion 1o
population as the Aborigins. They have just
begun to organise into a movement and take up
the fight to regain their dignity and lost heritage.

Recently they occupied Alcatraz, a deseried
prison island, for nineteen months and were
only removed by U.S. marshals who invaded the
island under the pretext that navigational aids need
needed to be restored. During negotiations
between the authorities the Native Americans
were assured that nobody on the izland would
be arrested or taken off. The authorities not
willing Lo comply with their own agreement,
sent U.S. marshals onto the island, who wrecked
the living quarters, scattering rubbish everywhere.
Later the chief of General Services Administrat-
1on conducted a tour of the island for newsmen
in an attempt to portray the inhabitants as
undesirables and irresponsible people.

In a dramatic retaliation to the government’s
seizure of Alcatraz, Native Americans invaded
an abondoned Nike Missile Base in Richmond,
California. Over one hundred settled in thirteen
vacant homes on the base which they planned
to convert into a cultural centre and Native
American University, but the government
removed them from here also.
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In a similar situation in Chicago, fifty native
Americans from the Chicago Indian Village
took over a defunct missile base. After the
occupation police surrounded the base and
locked the inhabitants in, but took no further
action. A public meeting will be held to decide
the fate of the site.

The majority of Nalive Americans are now city
dwellers. The conditions they face in the
reservations however are even worse than those
they face in the city ghettoes. On most reservat-
ions unemployment is around 50%. On reservations
incomes average less than $1,500 — in some
others much less. This, along with disease,
contamination and a life expectancy twenty-five
years below the national average creates the

sort of dehumanising climaée which makes
Native Americans leave the reservations.

For the Aboriginals and Native Americans the
struggle (o retain their own culture and improve
their living conditions is only beginning. Their
struggles as oppressed national minorities

needs the support of all Socialists.

NIUGINI

Bob Strong

Before the European came to Niugini,
there was no concept of individual owner-
ship, nor of land as a commodity. Land
belonged to the whole group, and the
villagers' rights are those of user only.

However, recently the colonial machinery
of administration began to grind in an
effort to further the capitalist economic
situation prevalent in Niugini. It sought
to press forward its land bills at the June
sitting of the House of Assembly. The
bills are:

1. The Customary Land Adjudication
Bill 1971

2. The Land Control Bill 1971

3. The Registered Land Bill

4. The Land Titles Commission (Papua
New Guinea) Bill 1971.

A well written piece of paper that would
bring so-called development (to the
individual in society), but in fact is a
direct action of undisguised imperialism
in an effort to enhance the capitalist
system in preparation cf inevitable "self
government and inder ‘dence".

, T
g - e R
ok s VR
Pc_-hl.'_v Prepare to charppe
of the hLIlduhg.uh A ssoc
Bl o B Y + . o

members
foclatdon at

Passage of the legislation hae 1.
turbulent criticisg: nndur];]?;& een |
the members of the Hoysge nfp:m'

well as from many unexpecteqd
outside it. Pressure had beey p,
delay the bills, so as to give > .
study their implications, ]

Over the years, economi X
traditional lan::is of the piot::f:ah” :
duced deep seated Suspicions :
sophisticated villagers op Matters o

garding land.

This has not been the first _
Administration has tried tﬁt}:i:tu? 9
system on the people to re plage an alje,
ary tenure. It has been 3 - Utom
theme and we can be

their last effort. gt it is

As it is, the Administrati e
stake and the undeniab] ek Mmuch g

e interest ip hoe
shown on the land question mﬁltm
fact that it will benefit from ¢ 10 the
throw of traditional tenure.
Faced with defeat, the Adm quﬁ-
will present an amended yers i
on - 3
Customary Land Adjudication ‘-gﬂﬁ:h' o -
the next sitting of the Hoyse ﬁlﬂl.lgnﬂ-‘"‘;
W

The Administration has tﬁ!ﬁﬁ S
the present land tenure system from ey
Of;:uﬂOmnr}r title to one of registent
title.

the over.

This, in itself, is totally alien to the &
fact that all land interests are vested
the village as a community, in whicle
right of a person to dispose of land 1558
recognised. Now, to aid the Admir
tration's form of development, it is =
proposing that the people obtain legal
title, to the land that is theirs, just =
to facilititate capitalist economic ==
development. They argue:

i
-----

oy

b
"]t is a truism that the economy of thes
Territory is to a great extent directly
linked with the proper exploitation ¢
the land resources available to the ==
people” (sic). _‘_;

d

The Situation - -

The Administration's decision to put -

forward the four bills came about WESSS

the influence of a visit to Niugini by
5. Rowton Simpson, a member
tormer British Colonial Service.

Following his visit, a delegation fro®
Niugini, consisting of the Territoryi
Registrar General and two research
officers (all expatriates) visited Kesi
There they met another former m “
of the British Colonial Service, and &
they came back, they drafted the cti®
rent legislation, no doubt influenced™
by what they observed. The land &
bills are:

1. The Customary Land Adjudications
Bill - to provide a system for findings
ownership rights over customary lands
that this can be registered. Syste
adjudication will be undertaken, D%
sporadically, where investigation iS85
carried out to register every pﬂlﬂ"l‘-
land. "For reasons of economy! tasis
adjudication record is then made UPSS
This is a detailed work ;
the area of each parcel of land;*%
sons with rights to the land and
relevant information. (To bem
available to the right people).s
of land will then be recorded i
names of individual persons (OFSSSS
names of not more than six persssSs
is owned jointly or in commen)s
.+
2. The Land Control Bill - tO PSS
control of land transactions OVEESSSS
jistered land. These transdcHSSs
clude sales, transfers, leases; TOSSSE
and subdivisions etc., Even LhouEs
trol will be decentralised to diffe
land control boards, it inevitably
the way to corruption after indf. i
if we take the exa mple of the 'J'-"* !
of Kenya and other formes col ¢
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4. The Land Titles Commission (PENG)
Bill = provides for the changes in

Tunction of the Land Titles Commission

upon the introduction of the other three

bills.

Alienation -

As we have seen, capital cannot be
invested in the production of crops under
the plantation system, without alienation
of land with productive potential.

Land alienation began with the occupation
by the Germans.

B Then they did not find much difficulty

cbtaining land because the villagers did
not understand that purchase would
involve permanent loss of land rights.

Heayy alienation occurred around the
best fertile land with ready access to
transport along the coasts.

When the Australians took over, they
were mainly interested in the German
economic assets left behind.

No question of the return of plantations
to the villagers occurred to them.

Cerman plantations were allocated to
Australian companies and to retumed
servicemen. Inevitable resentment on
the part of the Niuguinian resulted, as it
was realised the newcomers were here to
stay and that the best land areas were
alienated.

This serious economic threat thus pro-
duced suspicion in the villagers on
matters related to land. Distrust and
anxiety resulted from dealings with the
Administration.

This anxiety has often appeared with
regard to the Tolai people on the Gazelle
Peninsula as economic development in
that area has alienated the best lands.
Disputes there have a direct link with
previous land alienation and is a focal
point in the struggles of the Mataungan
Association with the Administration.

Government Interests -

Because of the inappropriateness of
traditional land tenure systems for modern
commercial farming, the Administration
hopes to expand indigenous smallholder
developments by legislation, where the
individual entrepreneur is freed from the
decisions of village authority and moral
cbligation to his wantoks*, and at the
same time given a permanent title to

the land he is using.

The Administration is keen to establish

individual titles to land planted with

tree crops for cash, because from the legal
int of view, the indigenous entre-

2 neur is not in full control of the land

he has planted, due to village customs.

Attempts to separate land from the com-
munal village land, to date. have so far

been unsuccessful due to village suspicions
of Administration dealings, and also
because the current legislation will
legislate some out of their natural birth-
right whereupon they would have to become
wage eamers or join the circle of the

urban proletariat.

Partly the Administration has been
successful. It has created a type of
Niuguinian committed to the cash
economy and this new rise of entre-
preneur must exploit the communal
lands, adding thereby to the village

crises.

Efforts of the ambitious to get control of
land have added to the tensions arising
from land matters.

The pattern of inheritance is disrupted
and the village mores violated. The
tradition of sharing with ones relatives

is swept away in order to make a succes
sful entrepreneur.

In its attempt to facilitate economic
deve lopmenl;tni land resources by intro-
ducing a system of registered land titles,
it will also assist expatriate individuals
and companies to exploit the situation.
Undoubtedly, foreign investment will be
"stimulated”.

"There can be no doubt, too, that the
aim is to use the new system to re-
allocate all the best mineral, industrial
and agricultural land rights by law to
wealthy (capitalist) interests before con-
trol of land administration is ed over

to an indigenous government of the )
future . Itgf: a plece of neo-colonialism”.
Robertson.

* relatiyes.
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JIM McILROY

At War with Asia.
Fontana 1969, 1970

Noam Chomsky

Chomsky seems to have moved on from
the position presented in his last political
book "American Power and the New
Mandarins”, to a recognition of the ec-
cnomic and ideclogical underspinnings
of imperialism as the framework for
understanding US inveolvement in Indo-
China. Thus, he now links up his analysis
of Indo -China with American penetration
of the whole Asian, Latin American and
African world, obversing the logical and
historical linkages.

His new book is a biting and penetrating
appraisal of the war, and a strong attack
once again on the 'experts' who act as
advisors ideological underwriters of Amer-
ican genocide in Indo-China. His attack
is mounted with the relentless logic of
careful documentation, now supplement-
ed by personal observation, interviews,
and so on.

Chomsky's best work is done in combatt-
ing the view that each new step of escal-
ation, each new invasio another
'error' of policy, an unfortunate consequ-
ence of an involvement initiated by mis-
guided but well-meaning men. Nixon
exploited this view in his defeat of the

L emocrats, but then proceeded to carry
out the most savage escalations and re-
pressions. What Chomsky documents
here is amply validated by the recent
Pentagon Papers' disclosures: a continuing
and calculated policy of increasing in-
volvement in order to suppress social
revolution in Indo-China.

Obversely, Chomsky also combats the
view, which threatened to emasculate
the anti-war movement, that the war,
really was ending, that Nixon had acc-
epteJ the 'inevitability' of withdrawal

of all US forces. In fact, Nixon is only
playing the numbers game of troop with-
drawals in order to pacify his domestic
opposition(having totally failed to pacify
the Vietnamese) In the essay "After Pink-
ville" Chomsky quotes General Westmore-
land( or'Wastmoreland' if you like):(p.72)

"[ see an army built into and arcund the
integrated area control system that ex-

ploits the advanced technology of comm-
unications, sensors, fire direction, and
the required autonomic data processing-
a system that materially assists the tact-
ical commander in making sound and
timely decisions."

This is the new 'low-cost, long=haul
strategy'- the'technological escalation’
which is turning Indo-China into one vast
'automated murder machine ', 3 labora-
tory for the counter-revolutionary wars of
the future. In reply to those who feel
terribly fatigued from marching in so
many demonstrations, Chomsky can oaly
reply: "... those who programme the B-
52 attacks and the 'pacification’ exercises
are not bored, and as long as they continue
their work, so must we."

For men like Professor Huntington and
Professor Kahn, who play academic games
with the lives of millions, the solution to
the problem of Indo-China resistance 1s
simple, as Chomsky notes: "(In order) to
crush peoples' war, eliminate the people.”
In Huntington's view, America must carry
out a policy of 'urbanisation' in Indo-China
so that the peasants can experience the
joys of the American 'urban revolution'.
This revolution has already been partly
achieved as Chomsky describes in his pic-
ture of the poverty , disease, overcrowd-
ing and corruption in Saigon, with twice
the population density of Tokyo. Another
benefit of this 'revolution' is the corruption
which permeates right to the top- three
leading South Vietnamese Generals were
recently implicated. The sense of alien-
ation and general malaise which pervades
this parasitic capitalist society is presum-
ably ancther aspect of the 'urban revolution
which the US is sponsoring all over the
world, and which Huntington would like

to see furthered.

Elsewhere, Chomsky quotes Sihanouk,
claiming that US aggression has created a
new unity amongst the peoples of Indo-

e

China. Indeed, one unintended conse-
quence of US and allied aggression has been
the internationalism of revolution in this
area(and indeed the world, for the Indo-
China war has been the major radicalising
force of the time in the whole world) It

is the 'domino theory' in reverse. Ancient
national rivalries are submerged in a com-
mom struggle, and this is a world-wide
phenomenon. World revolution is once
more on the agenda, at thesame time as
the doctrine of 'socialism in cne country'
is everywhere in crisis.

The central fault with Chomsky's book is
that he elucidates the problem but offers
no more than moral hopes for the way
forward. We have, of course, to bear in
mind, Chomsky's context of operation-

he is aiming primarily at the 'liberals'-
and in this sense, he is a true subversive

in that his painstaking case is hard to shake
off by even the most wavering, liberal-
minded'democrat’. But the wend which
Chomsky's own personal development rep-
resents is one of the grave problems of im-
perialism at this time: the growing radical-
isation of the intelligentsia, seeping right
to the heart of the academic establishment
although primarily affecting students 5o far.

But leading intellectual figures are being
plucked out of those hennetically—ﬁsgsled
ideological labyrinths- the universities-

and forced by the inescapable realities of
the lndo-China war and racism, in partic-
ular, to come to terms with reality and
their consciences A number of younger
and older academics have begun work
undermining old orthodoxies. The function
of men like Chomsky and Marcuse has been
so far, to primarily identify the enemy so
clearly that others have found the necessity
for action inescapable, and have then pro-
ceeded to go further in analysis and action.

What appear fisstly as 'moral problems' to
ople steeped in the aloof, theoretical
ﬁeberllism of academia, become more and
more clearly basic ar products
of the system itself. The process of radic-
alisation which for the working class must
take primarily a practical form:ie., the
form of hard experience, for the midc
class intelligentsia(students part
takes first an abstract, theoretic
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‘il-!t{“r:'.] tht“\, know nah ng. | nE 1 ¥y | s} e "‘ ] ‘ ; \ e aims The nﬁm that b ,.ﬁ:""f":'r
love each othepsfi'this easy v to reach their IopE8. & k. ? intellectual q'f ¥ Asiia
SPontdnEcus way because e % %' The selves bring about the gEMISE SN
love themselyes". (p- ¥ On this lofty level, \ chlll-E“ ln iﬂd‘l 10 S .

beyond simple d{-&..npt

iom. ﬁ?

It is odd that this dow :- g
15 stressed at thve ve
E':mmg of the womch
ment. Perhaps hm:;w e ¥ & i
Stites will show Gre g Ui e 1'
vyomen are already coming forw
Jx_mm;‘ together in considerable
excitement at their reunion afté

castration of women It

out in terms of a mascu
polarity in which men \ .
eered all the energy and sCERA TS
into an aggressive ﬁ?qﬂrﬁw "
power, reducing @ ete : l"l!lllil e a ﬂ 0 o e
Contact to a sadomasochistic pattern'’. if they are to be victorious. Conseqy
(p. 6). Translated, this means that men to say, as Greer ﬂﬂ'ﬂ! that
who enjoy male supremacy in :ncitt}'

¢ so mM¥
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484 petition and nothing can prevent me from

being promoted in the patural course of

events. Guiltily I must also admit that
! 1 did not toil particularly hard to attain
what academic distinction | have". (p.
127).

Creer offers other "success stories about
women" to prove that some women can
make it in a man's world without losing
their femininity Naturally, the

examples she gives are not women known
to be feminists or out in front fighting
for women's liberation. They are
“eanny and creative women', primarily
in the business world who are helping

jots of money on their own.

Asha Radnoti, for example, "graduated
with honours in politics, philosophy and
economics from Oxford”, worked her
way up the ladder to become a portfolio
manager for a big Canadian investment
firm "with day-to-day responsibility for
the investment of more than four million
pounds". Miss Ishbel Webster, after
twelve years of aerosol depilator work,
‘has now patented her own formula called
"Spray Away". Marjorie Hurst "is a
millionairess and joint chairman of
~ PBritsin's biggest secretarial agency"
~ which just about rules her mtgas ng. :
. organiser of secretaries in the women's
liberation movement. Fashion designer
‘Mary Quant is so feminine, despite her
financial success, that she “has had her
~ pubic hair shaved into a heartshape by
- her adoring husband." Among the dozen
- Or s0o American women successes who
~ "have conquered male chauvinism" in
~ the business world, are Jane Trahey, 1969
“Advertising Woman of the Year". (pp.
- 129-130). Greer's listing of these token
- successes is reminiscent of show-window
- Blacks in white supremacist capitalist

‘ America.

To Greer, the feminists fighting for

- women's liberation stack up poorly
‘alongside the female careerists in the

- business world. She praises Betty Friedan
- @5 2 woman of 'considerable reputation
and attainments, ' and acknowledges
that her NOW movement which first
©organised feminist groups on a national
scale, has achieved 'recognition from
‘the political establishment, ' However,
‘she has a low opinion of these
Aaccomplishments.

existing system. But at least she has
the merit of helping to organise women
gainst specific inequalities. And this

to action is worth more than
verbal declarations in favour of
ution. The ultraradical Greer,
VEI, sneers at the results of the
ons taken by NOW and other

lised groups in fighting against
[ .' Lt ‘tmi

T attitude toward theory, Greer is
dgrantly contradictory. In one place

€ asserts there is no need for revolut-
y theory to achieve liberty and

M S .'ln-ﬂn;it:iltr she looks to
DVENtng a new mythology' made u

e ﬂ&mii::gt ::m annlr:h ef{ectic S
- Sources ag 'mystics like lao-Tse

| sclentists like Whitehead and Needham
- and Merleau-Ponty, ' and "brilliant

e, - mltﬂm from Norman O. Brown,
e Marcuse, Borges." (p. 106)

7

~ She is no less vague as to what women
s~ 1'ﬂ:.]:lul::l do specifically to promote their
;jhaedm Insofar as an alternative to
‘the hhmiﬂfmmmmme can be pieced
‘to T her pages, she urges
‘wWomen to withdraw &un’a the syigtem
and do their own thing. Greer's own
- thing is a private Utopian fantasy. She
8 Mdmemnd:diamﬂy setup in
- @ farmhouse in Calabria, Italy, where
her'hoped-for-child (a male child) can
- be brought up with a few others also
~ bom without benefit of wedlock by
B e P st sy ehold
. &local peasant family (p. 232). Thi
* -xmnic, indivi zli{iic ml!:tion :

men make lots of money and even making

served by

of the matriarchy, the ancient com-
munistic society uncovered by the
pioneer anthropologists, has been
ignored, played down or concealed.
Few students were encouraged to add to
the findings made by Bachofen, Morgan
and others; instead, they were taught
the official line that such a system had
never existed. Now the women's lib-
eration movement has rekindled interest
in this subject among many women
desirous of reconstructing our own
history. Many have rediscovered Engels'
Origin of the Family, Private Property

and the State, the basic text that analysed

the findings of the early anthropologists
in the light of historical materialism.

My book, Problems of Women's Liberation:
A Marxist Approach, adheres to this view-
point. It is a compilation of articles and
speeches presented over the past sixteen
years that defends and amplifies the
matriarchal structure of preclass society.
Such a study of the past can open doors for
women today who are trying to fathom
how and why w e have been reduced to
the 'second sex'.

aption says, but 'a ceful Bacchante
S¥h thysin-iha eud o {dcats EGRlyn
Reed would have been horrified if she
had realised that her work was decorated
with the symbol of hippiedom and drug
culture, flowing hair, snake diadem and
all.' (p. 297) The question at issue, then,
is what does this figure signify and is it
appropriate to the contents of my book?

The figure in question is a Menad (Maenad,
Mainad), also called Nymph, defined as
a lesser divinity, also called Priestess,
also called Bacchante, worshipper of
Dionysus and Bacchus. All the Greek
goddesses, nymphs, and innumerable
other females in groups, such as the Nurses,
the Fates, the Cahrities, the Muses, etc.,
including the Menads, stem from the
matriarchal era before the gods and
goddesses were born. At that time they
had only the simple designation of 'The
Mothers, ' which meant not simply the
mothers of new life but the mother-
govemesses of social and cultural life.
Reduced to their most basic symbols,
the women in groups are often called
‘Mother Earth' or '"Mother Goddess'.

The insignia that the Menad in the
illustration wears, from the snake diadem
to the thyrsus in one hand as Mother of

Vegetation or Agriculture, to the cat in
the other as Mother of Wild Animals,

hark back to her matriarchal origin.

Creer attacks my book, primarily because
it combines Marxism with anthropology.
"Unlike other theorists,' who confine
themselves to Marxism alone, she thinks
1 have been duped into falling for

‘Engels' dubious anthropology.' (p. 296)

Her criticisms appear in the two last
chapters of her book; cne on the useless-
ness of Rebellion, and the other on the
uselessness of Revolution. Greer scoffs
at my "naive attempt' to show that the
struggle of women against oppression is
part of the class struggle. 'Her arguments
dre couched in typical Marxist doctrinaire
terminology, buttressed by phony anthrop-
ology and poor scholarship, ' she says. It
is bad enough that | pinpoint, in her
phrase, the 'deliberate sinister ploy of
money-hungry capitalists' to exploit
women. Even more ridiculous is my con-
tention that such victimisation of women
did mot exist in ancient society, the
]‘:Eﬂﬂd of the matriarchy. It is a great
pity', she feels, that my book is
:unusuallf well-distributed and may be
influential ... for much time will be

wasted debating invalid conclusions.'
(p. 298)

By this Greer infers that the study of the
main stages of social eyolution is a waste
of time and can shed no light on the
changing status of women in history. 'It
is not necessary for ferninists to prove
that matriarchy is a prehistoric form of
community or that patriarchy is a capitalist
PEIVETsion in order to justify our policies
because the form of life we envisage ;
might as well be completely new as
lnveterately ancient. We need not buy

dubious an logy to explain ou
(pp- 327-328) P rselves. . .

Prominent male reviewers, like Leh -
Hauptin the New York Ti,nies eage:ﬁrﬂm
quoted _fmm and endorsed Greer's position
on this issue. Max Lemer, in his April 28
review in the New York Post, even offered
up 2 prayer of thanks for her criticisms.

I am glad that Miss Greer s sensible on
the currently fashionable topic of the

return £o the matriarchy. , . i
ki y To which |

The fact is, Marxists have not dealt with
the prehistoric form of the community in
t:m_itr_ to advocate a return to that

primitive condition of life and labor. The
PUTPOse was to give a scientific explanation
of hr.':lw and why primitive collectivist
soclety differed from class society culmin-
ating in capitalism, to shatter the myth

that what we endure todav is h :
and everlasting. St 05

The message in my publication is in line
with these reyolutionary implications.
As women, we can leam from our
ancestresses, the leaders in founding the
first sisterhood and brothe rhood of
humanity. We can leamn that we were
not always the 'second sex', that
relations between women and men have
been and can be quite different than they
are today, and that we can aspire to and
help create a superior social system in
Place of the present capitalist jungle.

Curiously enough, Greer makes no
comments on the contents of my book
nor does she give the essence of my
position. She directs her attention
exclusively to the illustration on the
cover, a female figure from an Atric
vase. She claims it is not 'a goddess
symbol of the matriarchy, ' as the

Her encirclement by the moon is another
symbol of the matriarchy, for the earth
goddess is also a moon goddess.

Thus the figure in question is not merely

a graceful Bacchante holding a thyTsus
and dead cat. Still less is she a symbol
of hippiedom and drug culture of our
times. To a historical anthropologist she
IS representative of the matriarchy
whether or not Greer thinks she should be
admitted into the ranks of the goddesses.

More than this, the Menads are among the
most Interesting of the female figures in
ancient Greek myth-history since they

tell us something about that critical period
- the transition from the matriarchy to the
patriarchy. 'The character of the Maenads
was long a subject upon which the most
mistaken ideas prevailed, ' says a Summary
article about them. 'The accounts of

tl?ui:m given by poets, mythographers, and
historians were all mingled together, and
weére, moreover, mixed up indiscriminately
with the representatives of the cult of
D@nylrsus. in art, while, again, these

artistic products were not submitted to any
p?:l;{:es*f of critical analysis.' (Encyclopedia
:' ;li::}gmn and Ethics, Hastings; 1910, vili,

The connection between the Menads and
Dionysus provides a clye to their changing
roles as women in a changing social svrxtet;-n
For many millenia the mothers and the_ir :
daughters, equipped with digging sticks
cultivated the ground until, with the n-;e
of a new feonomy rooted in agriculture
men were liberated from their former :
Occupation as hunters to become farmers
and stock-raisers. It was in the course of
these developments that a male culture
hero.made his iPpedrance in history and
gvuhrled into Dion sus. This god is most
vimely associated with the grapevine and

Pl 4
TR
. .

} . TN :',‘
thus also became known as
Menads were connected with

the Dionystic agricultural eyt

R
[

[

"

Although it may not be "
large body of data avall:ﬂ?ﬁb L
of Dionysus, in my view this siomig
that women were passing throuch . ©
drastic social change.
longer looking to one fort
leadership and guidance in th i
of a communal society. The;w
performing rites for a solitary m?#
arose as a matriarchal cultum-h'el'
was becoming a patriarcha] g 3

ThE? “EH 'fl :
another :

ed

This is one of the signals th P
patriarchy has overtaken u;twtﬁ? :
crush the matriarchy. In the i

of their metamorphosis, the Me :
become the 'Bacchae' mgmmﬁ
'worshippers' of the god, their Iintu, ot
Here in refracted form we can ord Bicg
the downfall of the women, oﬁﬂt ﬂ“
free, proud and independept Bty

have ever since been dowp DLEBET'“
knees before their male lords og earth z

fis
"

in the heavens.

As transitional figures in the peping .

the death agony of the mﬁﬁfﬂdj
the rise of the patriarchy, th S _
is entirely appropriate on the tion
my book. For the Menads are alio calleg
'the’frenzied ones' or 'the raging ones
They forecast that in this period of th
death agony of patriarchal class societ
new 'raging ones' will arise to partici
in the revolutionary events ahead.
Women, getting up off their knees will =
help settle accounts with a roften, racis

sexist capitalist social order whose 68
15 up. .

In her introduction Gree6r says, Hok
this book s subversive.' She he
will 'draw fire from all the arfi
sections of the community.' SE 4
says if it is 'not ridiculed or reviles
will have failed in its intentions -_
11-12) An appeal of this intensiff 8
cannot be ignored. o
Greer's book will not be - and hafSss
been - regarded as subversive het
powers-that-be merely because of =
'denial of the Holy Family, ' Bef Sug
'denigration of sacred mm;hoad -
her 'inference that women are ROERES
nature monogamous.' (p- 11) The & !
italist rulers can easily assimilate
even sensationalise such criticisms
days when they involve no more = sl
individualistic expressions of e
From the standpoint of the feminift By
movement, however, Greer's QUSEERE
is relevant. Adding up all the €8 o
and scornful remarks scattered '
the book, she seems to be a8
the feminist struggle as for it.
the following items which are in

Item: 'The concept of liberty by )
liberation (as organised action) i8 on O
at worst it is defined by the € best
men, themselyes unfree, and at Limit - B |
left undefined in a world of YEIY " pgiiis
possibilities.' P,4. (Moral: If “ﬂuwﬂf !
can't all live like humans, wmd ﬂ!# i
stay where they belong at the €8 "3
line, )

~ [tem: 'Insofar as such movements demand

of men, or force men, to grant their
liberty, they perpetuate the estrangement
of the sexes and their own dependency. '
P. 8 (Meral: Do want to turn men off
for the sake of liberty - or will you settle
for love?)

Item: 'It is 2 kind of female rebellion to
eschew cosmetics and the business of
attraction ... Such unremarkable and
unconscious forms of rebellion against

the feminine role are old and ineffectual.’'
Pp. 292-293. (Moral: Feminine attractive-
ness to men isn't all that bad; loock at
Greer's awful example, the Englishwoman
'who was famous for farting and belching
at table.')

Item: 'It is dangerous to eschew sex as a
revolutionary tactic because it is inauthentic
and enslaving in the terms in which it is
now possible, when sex is the principal
confrontation in which new values can be
worked out.' (P. 295.) (Moral: Never mind
what Greer said previously in her book,
where she castigates women who use
'pussy-power' to 'manipulate their menfolk'
- use it.)

Item: 'The chief means of liberating
women is replacing of compulsiveness
and compulsion by the pleasure principle
+wa It Is possible to use even cooking,
clothes, cosmetics and housekeeping

for fun.' P. 324. (Moral: The feminine
role isn't all that wrong; take the
'anxiety quotient' out and replace it
with a little 'spontaneity' and it's fun.)

Item: 'That women should seek a revolut-
ion in their circumsiances by training
themselyes as a fighting force is the most
obvious case of confusing reaction or
rebellion with revolution.' P. 313. ('The
process to be followed is the opposite;
women must humanise the penis, take
the steel out of it and make it flesh
again.' (p.315)

Item: 'Men are tired of having all the
responsibility for sex; it is time they
were relieved of it. And I do not mean
that large-scale lesbianism should be
adopted, but simply that the emphasis
should be taken off male genitality and
replaced u human sexuality.' Pp.
315-316. (Moral: Take the heat off the
Misters - and load it on the sisters.)

Greer's capacity for double-talk can
perhaps best be seen in the last paragraph
of her book. On the one hand, she tells
women that in pursuing their freedom they
will also free men. On the other hand,

she advises sympathetic men not to
support the freedom struggle of the women
because it is only a middle-class move-
ment. She writes:

'"The first significant discovery we shall
make as we racket along our female road
to freedom is that men are not free, and
they will seek to make this an argument
why nobody should be free. We can only
reply that slaves enslave their masters,
and be securing cur Own manumission we
may show men the way that they could
follow when they jumped off their own
treadmill.’

The pext sentence is presumably addressed
to the men: 'Privileged women will

pluck at your sleeves and seek to enlist
you in the 'fight' for reforms, but reforms
are retrogressive. The old process must be
broken, not made new. Bitter women will
call you to rebellion, but you have too
much to do. What will you do?' (pp. 328-
3290, end of book)

One of the most striking achievements of
the new feminist struggle is that women
are viewing - and reviewing - their
social, political and sexual problems
through the eyes of an awakened female
sex. But Greer's outlook remains infected
with the sick femininity imposed upon us
by patriarchal society; she keeps one eye
cocked upon what men will say, think or
do, about our struggle.

This is hardly a posture that can be called
subversive. But more importantly, if, as
Creer says, mass revolutionary struggle

is unnecessary, and even reforms are
"retrogressive”, her book is demonstrably
not subversive of patriarchal capitalism,
or of the dominant position occupled by
men in it. \

What kind of service, then, does Greer's
book perform for the women's liberation
movement? It contains @ number of
sprightly expressed truisms about the con-
ditions of life for women today, with
which mest of us will agree. But insofar
as she presents no propesals for cll'nn__gin_g
these conditions through common
struggle, the feminist cansé cannot be
benefited by a writér who is a "female
eunuch" in revolutionary theory and
Practice. ;

APARTHEID

John Ebel

The Springbok Tour

The tour illuminates in many ways, the
essential nature of a capitalist society.
It has already shown very clearly, how
all forces of reaction unite, when it
comes to defending the basic values of
the capitalist system.

Thus the Australian government has come
out strongly in favour of these tours by

its willingness to provide military transport
for the rugby players. This fact should not
come as a surprise to anyone. After all,
the Australian govemment supports and
vigorously carries out aggression against
the people of Vietnam and Niugini, as
well as practising a systematic  cist
policy towards the Aboriginals.

South Africa - The Racist Past

The occupation of what is today called
South Africa, began in the middle of the
seventeenth century. The settlers who ar
first started occupying the coast came from
Holland, and were joined later on by the
French and the Germans. From thereon,
tve see the white colonists expanding and
meeting with fierce resistance from African
tribes, whose land they were expropriating.
The whole history of eighteenth and
nineteenth century South Africa can thus
be seen as this conflict characterised by
the barbarism of the white settlers, and

the resistance of the African people.

However, toward the end of the nineteenth
century, it became obyious that the
Africans were no match as far as questions
of warfare were concerned. The white
settlers were equipped with the latest
weapons which capitalist Furope was able
to produce at the time. And so we see as
happened in North and Latin America,
Australia as well as other countries,
superior technology wielded by the white
man and facilitated by the development
of capitalism in Europe emerging
triumphant and subjecting the conquered
people to oppression, degradation,
exploitation and often genocidal
massacres.

POLICE

Steve Paintfer

The first three days of July gave Melboume
people their opportunity to show the South
African racists (and hopefully the rest of
the world) that not all Australians are in
favour of the conservative, white imperial-
ist axis which appears to be formin
between the governments of South frica
and Australia- probably two of the most
backward governments in the world in
their handling of non-economic aspects

of human progress.

South Africa Today

At the beginning of the twentieth
century, South Africa, although still
predominantly an agricultural country,
was undergoing a radical economic
change, by the exploitation of diamonds,

gold and other mineral resources. Demand they are opposed to racism. In reality,

for African labour increased and thousands
were forcibly brought from rural areas into
townships. Urban life for the African

worker brought oppression and degradation.

For Africans, the law today regulates
every aspect of their living.

Since 1948 the doctrine of separate
development has guided the government
of South Africa, resulting in segregation
becoming more rigid. In 1968 the
African constituted 69 of the population,
while his share of the nation's personal
income in terms of cash was only 18. 8.

Laws govern work which blacks may
perform. In fact, "job reservation"
excludes most non-whites from skilled
i.d semi-skilled work. Unions fo
whites are illegal; strike: are also
illegal and incur penalties of up to five
years' imprisonment.

aln2ll

Africans living in the shanty towns and in
so-called reservations, apart from
experiencing daily oppression, suffer
from malnutrition, and 70, 000 are
brought down by tuberculosis each year.
A survey conducted in 1966 indicated
that almost half the children bom in a
typical African reserve died before
reaching the age of five.

One of the many aspects of legal
inequality is in the field of education.
The per capita expenditure on education
of African children is less than 1/8th

of that for white children. The education
given to Africans does not allow most of
them to go even beyond the primary
level.

Thousands of people rot in South African
prisons today, most for infringing one or
more of the numerous racist laws, while
some are there for wanting to abolish
apartheid and its basis completely.

The South A fricans succeeded in slinking
into Melbourne without being seen by too
many people, on the moming of July 15
They immediately were sent to their hotel
and were only allowed out for a few train-
ing runs(and in the case of Hannes Marais
to allegedly bash up a demonstrator- al_l-
egedly because the case is still sub-judice)
On Saturday July 3 they went to Glr‘lﬂplc
Park to play football- because that's what
they came here to do, not to talk about

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

The Way Forward

The United States, the United Kingdom,
France, Japan, Israel and Australia,
among others, have entered into a holy
alliance with South Africa. Their
respective ruling classes all claim that

they trade and supply military training
and equipment to the racist and

imperialist regime of South Africa. The
reasons for this are fairly obvious. All
are a part of a world chain of capitalist
exp loitation. They want to maintain
and defend this system of oppression by
dny meadns possible. The links of that
chain are being broken today from

Vietnam to Bengal to South Africa

The African people are waging a revolut-

= =
Ll

ionary struggle with 1im of over-
throwing the South African ruling class
and its imperialist friends. Their aim is
to institute workers' power in South
Africa. Today there are several
revolutionary organisations using the
techniques, methods and experience
developed by successful revolutionary

T
movements throughout the world.
Apartheid represents one of the final and
most homrible phases of the death agony
of capitalism. It is the means by which
the forces of counter-revolution try to
stop the advancing world revolution
which aims at liberating people of-
colours and all races. The system of
apartheid is led by men who were
members of the Nazi party, and who
today carry out their ideals. These
sporting venfures represent a very
important factor in reinforcing their
myth of superiority. They must be
fought by militant mass action, by
people who fight injustice and
oppression everywhere.

DOWN WITH RACISM!

DOWN WITH CAPITA LISM AND
IMPERIA LISM WHICH ENGENDER
RACISM!

VICTORY TO THE AFRICAN REVOLUT-
ION/

EFEND RACISTS

the way in which exploitation of millions
of blacks made possible the existence of
such fit, healthy specimens of manhood.

e Spri were subjected to sporadic K
I:ms;ﬁﬂmﬁm the ﬁ:ﬁie they arrived in kil
Melboume, but the really eifective pro- i
test against the presenceof the foreign .
racists began in the Treasury Gardens on -




MELBOURNE
DEMONSTRATION

CONTINUED

the moming of Saturday 3 Juiy. A march
left the Treasury Gardens and proceeded
through the centre of the city, impressing
Saturday moming shoppers by its size and
gathering strength as it went.
the march left the city it probably numb-
ered 10, 000.

As the march approached Olympic Park a
r question which had probably net occurred
: 1o most people must have troubled many
minds: "What do we do when we get
; there 7" However, the presence of a well-
g equipped sound truck created the illusion
pie that the march had been well- organized,
and most people probably trusted to this
fact. It is worth noting at this stage that
4 large proportion of the marchers appear-
ed to be people who were not experienced
demonstrators. Many had probably been
mobilized by the Moratorium three days
before. This being the case, they would
have come along to the anti-A partheid
demonstration expecting that arrangements
for the effective organization and protect-
ion of the demonstration would have been
made .

The experienced demonstrators half-ex-
pected the police to turn on a confront-
ation for the benefit of Bolte's and
- Mc Mahon's law and order campaigns.
These expectations were justified. As
the front lines of the march reached the
stadium they found police lined up sey-
eral rows deep(both mounted and on foot)
waiting for their order to be'provoked'.
They did not have to wait for long.
: ateurs at the front of the march,
dcked up by the more gullible elements
of Melboumne's pseudo-anarchist fringe)
began throwing crackers and missiles which
~ looked more like appies than the legend-
~ ary rocks spiked with nails. The police
~ reacted to this signal in their customary
‘manner and began to bash and arrest
.~ people indiscriminately. They also seized
 the opportunity to disable the sound truck.

At this point it became clear that the m
~ march had been dbominably poorly organ-
g _iud. Therr.: were almost no marshalls to
- hill the gap in organization left by the
disabling of the sound truck and people
were left milling around in a state of ne ar
- Ppanic for several minutes, while the pol-
. dce attacked at will. This was not the
only outcome of the lack of organization
- for the demonstration; a large part of the
~ blame for the ease with which provoca-
Leurs were able to give police their ex-
Cuse to attack must go to the oTganizers.
The Halt All Racist Tours Organization
“which called the demonstration, knew
~ that July 3 was going to be big but no
. Steps were taken to ensure that the tone
- of the demonstration would not be deter-
- mined by a few provocateurs. The org-

. aniztions dominant in the HART coalition

{mainly Worker Student Alliance and SDS)

@Ppear to have leamed absolutely no lesson

' lessons from the organization of the Mor-

& ®tonum marches, probably three of the
w5 mm successful demonstrations Melboume

| Basseen since the Second World War, At

4 least the organizers of the Moratorium

B S L
8 always make sure that the front ranks of
o ]

Nl f 3 mml::‘lt dre composed of experienced

Eventually about 4,000 demonstrators got

For

L)

Sydoey Cricket Ground.

By the time

and stn'ied 4 Very effect-
€ entire duration
the game the South African ricists were 700

the South African racists. The demonstrat-
ors succeeded in dictating the terms on
which South African sporting teams can
visit Australia. If Vorster's racists want

to continue to come here they must be

FROM PREVIOUS PAGE pre pared to stand up to constant harrass-

ment-to the point where even getting a
night's undisturbed sleep becomes some-
thing of an achievement. If they want to
play football or cricket they must be pro-
tected by enormous numbers of police.

Despite the overall success of the demon-
stration inside the ground, it did have
some negative aspects.  Throughout the
afternoon the police kept up the indiscrim-
inate bashings and arrests which they had
begun earlier and they were excused in
doing this, in the eyes of the bourgeois
press at least bythe fact that increasingly
as the aftemoon wore on the crackers and
smoke flares were thrown less often onto
the ground and more often into the ranks
of the police. Such actions, while under-
standable due to the brutality of the pol-
ice, made no contribution to the demon-
stration against apartheid.

July 3 was a successful demonstration be-
cause it showed the world, and the South
Africans, that large numbers of people
dre angered by the oppression of black
people in South Africa. It exposed to the
eyes of the world the links between the
conservative Australian govermment and
the South African racists. These results
would have been achieved if no people
had been arrested. As it was 250 people
were arrested and 163 have been charged
with various offences. Already some
people have been given gaol sentences of
up to two months'on the strength of evid-
ence which even the bourgeois press finds
it difficult to dress up respectably. Besides
this, many young demonstrators will be
Placed on bonds which will make the con-
sequences disastrous if they are arrested
dgain in the near future; in addition many
young people will be fined. The cost of
HART s failure to organize effectively
wil! sap some of Melboume's radicals of
their enthusiasm and economic ability to

SUpport progressive activities for some time
The cost need not have been so great.

ADELAIDE

JOHN HAMMAT

The anti-apartheid movement in Adel-
aide was initiated by a united front at
Adelaide University. The movement
spread as several groups were formed in
varmous spheres such as the churches and
at Flinders University, and the Anti-A par-
theid Coordinating Committee was set up
Lo coordinate the activities of the diverse
groups, with the aim of stopping the
Spnfngaks‘ tour. However, the largest
portion of the work-load was taken on by
the Movement A gainst Apartheid, a
campus-based organization. . Confidence
in the movement grew when the State
government refused to allow the Spring-
h?ks L0 use state transport and unions took
direct action, blackbanning a hotel which
served the South Africans,

The testing- ground of the movement was
the demonstration on June 19, held in
n:dr:{ to bring the nature of dapartheid

and its relation to the sporting tours 't-::-
the attention of the public and to m'nbil--
ize the tours. About
street theatre Eroup
nature of apartheid.

) marched behind a
which caricatured the

[nste_a:d of using this rally as a platform to
mobilize further Support and to disrupt the
match, everything was left to the initiat-
ive of 3 small band of sabateurs who
clandestinely nlanned ineenionsfif roman-

tic) actions to stop the game. This was
one of the faults of the organization-that
instead of building mass support, guerilla
tactics were relied upon to to achieve the

aims,

On the night of the match, about 2,000
demonstrators out of a crowd of 6,000
attended the Norwood Oval. Immediately
the match began, there was a continuous
barrage of smoke bombs, flares and crack-
ers and incessant whistling and chanting.
There were numerous individual attempts
to invade the playing area, but the invad-
ers were quickly stopped by the 600 cops
and rugby marshalls who ringed the oval.
The cops and vigilantes lost no opportunity
to put in the boot, so that of the hundred
or so arrested, several were carried off the
field on stretchers. Although the match
was not stopped, the demonstration could
be regarded as successful because of the
numbers mobilized and radicalized.

SYDNEY

FRANS TIMMERMAN

Tuesday, July 6, marked the first really
large demonstration in NSW against the
South African rugby tour. About three
thousand protestors assembled around the
south-eastern end of the Sydney Cricket
Ground to see what they could do to stop
the tour.

On entering the ground, spectators soon
became aware of a continuous barrage

of whistling produced by at least half of
the demonstrators who had obtained tin
whistles to help disrupt this match between
the Springboks and the Sydney side.

Clouds of brown and pink smoke rose from
the field as a result of smoke flares being
thrown from the crowd near the barbed
wire fence. Meanwhile, other protestors
chanted various anti-apartheid slogans.
But it was quite obvious that it was going-
to be difficult to get onto the playing
field. There were three strands of barbed
wire on top of the picket fence, and,
inside the fence, there were several hun-
dred police- some dressed in overallsand
asbestos gloves in order to carry away the
buming flares.

Several attempts were made to get onto
the field, but those who breached the
fence were soon hustled dway into paddy
wagons. Whenever the players came
close to where the demonstrators were
standing the barrage of flares, crackers,
On cans and fruit increased enormously.
But only one flare reached the playing
area.

Later in the match, three women and a
man mandaged to run onto the playing
dred and the match stopped for abaui?

two minutes. They had runfrom the other
side of the ground where the police lines
were relatively thin,

The following Saturday, July 10 police
numbers had increased by a couple of
hundred. This match, between the
Springboks and a NSW side, was not stop-
ped until the final minutes of the game.
when a man ran onto the field from the
other side of the ground. The match
continued after a minute of so.

During this game, the police showed little
restraint. They attacked the crowd,
dragging protestors through the barbed
wire fence into the paddy wagons.
€very missile that was t]lID'r.r:I", 4 person
was arrested. Police tumed a blind eve
to drunken rugby supporters who bashed
chanting protestors, This match

For
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revolutio

Emest Mandel, editor of the Belgian 4¥:
revolutionary-soclalist weekly La =
Gauche, gave the following speech
May 16 to the 30,000 demonstrators
assembled at the Mur des Federes in
Paris for the Fourth International’s
commemoration of the Commune (see
The Militant, June 11, 1971). It was
against this wall that the counterrev-
olutlonary forces, who Invaded the
city from Versallles, carried out their
mages executions of Communards after
the Paris Commune fell in May 1871,
Mandel's speech was published in the

. -y

o e 56

I?e first test match Austral

rica was played op Saturd
This time police
fence was again
police were

order to keep people r
fence. PeOPle right aya

avysg

By now, denionstrators : 5
futility of flare thrmwiuga:n;e ::l’l“g the
were th.rm*-'!?h Nobody was able t:; mrJ 3
to the playing area. Protestops Illaf:f + T
concentrated on whistl_ing and ch .I? 1

dnting

slogans. " May 28 issue of La Gauche. The
About a dozen people were amested ag ;'r:;:n““ﬂ is by Intercontinental

‘the match. But prior to the mateh

sev:eral private houses Were maldean

police, and several potential demone
strators were arrested. The failure of N
tactics used has made many demon- |
strators re-evaluate their position. I
The University of NSW group, for ex-
ample, has little faith in missile throw-
ing, and now thinks that mass demon-
'sfinﬁans in the streets would be a goodl
idea. E

The Pans Commune opened the historical
era of proletarian and socialist
revolutions. It offers us history's first
example of a real dictatorship of the
proletariat. It enabled Marx and Lenin
to round ocut the Marxist theory of the
state. Those who aborted two socialist
revolutions in France, in June 1936 and
Muy 1968, cannot hold their heads up in
front of the Mur des Federes. Only the
revolutionists who work untiringly for
the victory of new socialist revolutions,
in France and throughout the world, can
celebrate the centenary of the Commune
% by carrying on its work. "

72N

May 16 demon

memorating the Paris Commune.

the battles.

The remarkable thing about the audacity
of the Paris workers is that the funda-
mental problems they took up in March
1871 have not yet been solved to this day.
We know the main reason for this. It
does not lie in the immaturity of the
objective conditions nor in any lack of
vigour in the mass struggles. It lies in the
absence of an adequate revolutionary
organisation.

The Paris Commune gave a brilliant
demonstration that proletarian dictatorship
can be combined with the broadest workers'
democracy involving freedom of action
for all currents in the workers' movement.
Those who have just stamped out all
vestiges of workers' democracy in the
Czechoslovak Socialist Republic; those
who deny the East European working
masses any freedom of action in the

trade union or political fields; those who
continue to hold our comrades Kuron and
Modzelewski in prison, despite the fact
that the magnificent mass uprising of the
Baltic port workers confirmed these
comrades' diagnosis of Polish society

and largely adopted their programme of
action; those who justify a privileged
bureaucracy holding a monopoly of
power - these pecple cannot hold their
heads up in front of the Mur des Federes.

LES BUSZYNSKI

Manuka Cval is a small oval withcon-
crete stands and a wooden picket fence
seperating the oval from the spectator drea:
For Wednesday's match it had been trant =
formed into a prison camp. A seven f“‘-'t-.-. ¢
barbed wire fence was constructed over ==
the picket fence. Police stood behind the
fence glaring at everyone walking past.
Police, in a second line, stood behind =
these. On the ground, special blue-oveESs
allec police with big white fire mittens =8
stood ready for a barrage of smokeebombis
Police stood in front of the fence, motioss
ing all those who came too close, to moe
away. Extra police stood and miﬂslfd, - i
with the crowd, supported by rugby umcass
vigilante groups and plain clothes copss ”;_

Such an organisation is indispensable to
concentrate the enormous spontaneous
energies of the working masses, with all
their inevitable and healthy diversity,

on one central goal - overthrowing the
bourgeois state, eliminating private
ownership of the means of production,
creating a democratic government of the
workers running their own economy and
their own state.

In the wake of the Communards, the
great socialist revolution of Cctober 1917
in Russia, the Communist Intemational in
Lenin and Trotsky's time, endeavoured

to accomplish these tasks. The Fourth
International has taken up the same task,
embodies and carries on the same
tradition. Of course, it is still weak, it is
still only the initial nucleus of the future
mass revolutionary international, of the
future general staff of the world revolut-
iom. But it exists, it lives, it is
struggling on five continents and in more
than 40 countries.

Only the revolutionists who fight for a
state run by democratically elected
workers' councils, like the Commune,
who fight for a low cost state administrat-
ion where no functionary will be paid

4 more than a skilled worker, can celebrate
the centenary of the Commune by camrying
on its work.

The anti-apartheid group formed into & i
small section of the crowd and the policEss
lined up to watch. Everybody blew g
whistles. Someone threw a smoke bomiss
An overalled cop grabbed it and buried =8
it in a pile of dirt. The police moved
and amidst great disturbance marched?
few demonstraters away. The police
up amongst the anti-apartheid group,
sergednts standing behind and coming 8

forward to point out demonstrators to
special constables. More arrests soon -
followed. Often it seemed as though B8
COops restrained themselves in just pinniné
an arm behind a back or in grabbing g
and throwing headlocks. What would %
have happened without all the attention iy
focused on this one section of the.
and with the great line up agajgstus cam

be left to the imagination. 3

e

Despite the little time at its disposal and
the timidity its Proudhonian leaders
exhibited toward the Bank of France, the
Paris Commune inaugurated the era of
expropriating the expropriators by
decreeing socialisation of factories
abandoned by their owners, and by
establishing a system of workers' self-
management in them. This system was
anticipated, moreover, in a prophetic
article by Eugene Varlin, leader of the
First International in France. In 1870

he wrote of the revolution whose outbreak
3 he foresaw: "In order to be definitive, the
coming revolution must not stop with
Noone made it onto the oval. Two simply changing the label of the govern-
broke loose after being arrested but WERSS ment and passing a few minor reforms ...
quickly jumped on by the second line d . Society can no longer let control of the
cops. To all concemed, with the nuIm=sSs public wealth, the product of collective
bers ol police ana all the precautions labour, be decided by the whim of birth
taken, itseemedas if the whole thing Wil or success. This wealth can enly be put

intended as g dis:pla}r of 'law and order's

After today's demonstration, no one can
doubt any longer that the Fourth Inter-
national has thousands and thousands of
well organised and battle-tested cadres.
It is important above all, to realise that
over the last several years, the Fourth
International has undergone a real
metamorphosis. From a small nucleus
whose numerical weakness restricted it
essentially to propaganda activity - to
transmitting the programme to the new
generations - it has been transformed into
a revolutionary vanguard already capable
of taking the initiative, of drawing masses
of people behind it, of influencing the
course of events.

In the strike wave sweeping Europe since
1:;:1;, 1968, the sections and activists of
the Fourth International have pursued
basically a threefold objective:

. To larise the experiences of the
1nu;tr ::?:aﬁud workers' struggles - both in
the kinds of demands put forward and the
forms of organisation and struggle
adopted - and to spread these regionally,
nationally and internationally.

. To propagate the idea of challenging
Eh: Iuﬂmﬂtrng the bosses, the nmgg%_i:
for workers' control, and get it rooted in
the working masses. It is through
challenges like this that the workers will
acquire the consciousness and practice
necessary for them to take control of the
factories and socialise production when
future general strikes and revolutionary
explosions develop.

3. To encourage setting up organs to
lead strikes that are mll:ﬁ#ﬂ by the ki
mass of the workers, that is, d“-‘mm_ =

B to use for the benefit of the collectivity'.
B (Les Societes ouvrieres”, La Marseillaise,
B March 11, 1870.

Despite its Jacobin-nationalist character,
the Paris Commune opened a new chapter
in the tradition of proletarian intemational-
ism. It thus provided an initial example
of the process of permanent revolution.

It is well known that it chose for its
banner the red flag of the worldwide
republic of labour. It is also well known
what a prestigious role was played by
foreign revolutionists like Fraenkel and
Dombrowski. Less well known is the

fact that 65 years before the Spanish
revolution of 1936, the Commune
inaugurated the tradition of workers'
brigades, creating a Belgian brigade

and a French-American brigade. Several
thousand foreign revolutionists and workers
fought in the ranks of the Commune
forces; the Versaillais arrested more than
1, 700 so-called foreigners in the course of

The Paris Commune and
ry international

stration of 30,000 in Paris, organized by the Communist
League (French Section of the Fourth International) and other groups, com-

&

ment, with the aim of preparing the
masses of their country for the armed
struggle to seize power. There are our
Argentinian comrades who have written

a magnificent page of revolutionary
audacity by their role in the insurgent
working masses of Cordoba. There are
our Greek comrades, the "hard core"

in the prisons and concentration camps.
The military dictatorship will not release
them, and at the same time they have to
defend themselves against supplementary
terror by Stalinist goons. There are our
Spanish comrades of the Liga Communista
Revolucionaria (Revolutionary Communist
League), who are giving impetus to the
struggle for boycotting the fascist union
electims, in a united front, [ believe,
with other far-left groups.

ally elected strike committees reporting
regularly to general assemblies of the
strikers. If the workers learn how to run
their own strikes, they will learn all the
more quickly tomorrow to run their own
state and their own economy.

All this activity of the Fourth International
has ceased to be limited to publishing
periodicals and tracts. [ recognise here

in the crowd, our comrades who gave the
impetus for electing strike committees at
Paillard in French speaking Switzerland,

in the first major strike in that country

for 30 years. I recognise the Belgian
comrades who gave the stimulus for
electing the strike committee at the
Vieille-Montagne factory in Balen

Wezel in the Antwerp Campine. |
recognise the French comrades who
provided the thrust for similar experiments
in workers' struggles. I recognise the
comrades who were among those who
initiated the election of shop delegates

at the FIAT plant in Turin, the starting
point of the movement for workers'
councils, so important in [talian big

industry.

I recognise in the crowd the German
comrades who were the driving force

in organising a vast movement of
apprentices that enabled the working
youth in their country to determine its
own demands and become a force in its
own right in the unions. 1 recognise
the conrades of Luxembourg who were a
driving force in the recent mobilisation
of high school students in their country
against repression. | recognise the
British comrades who are playing an
exemplary role in organising solidarity
with the victims of their own imperialist
bourgeoisie - the Irish, Ceylonese,
Pakistanis, and Arabs. I recognise the
French comrades who, along with all
their other activities, have revived the
real communist tradition by their
campaign against repression in the
armed forces and by their bold actions
against tendencies to reconstitute a
fascist movement.

This is the real picture of the Fourth -
International today. It is still a modest :
organisation by comparison with the
audacious goal it has set itself - achieving
the victory of the world socialist
revolution. But it is already a combat
organisation capable of incisive actions
co-ordinated naticnally and inter-
nationally.

Comrades, the overall crisis of capitalism
15 continuing and deepening. This system
which refuses to die is incapable of
solving any of its fundamental contra- i
dictions. The critical decline of the
dollar is the latest glaring demonstration
of the economic contradictions rending
the capitalist system. The hercic
Vietmamese masses, who, aided by the
anti-war movement in the US, are
driving American imperialism inexorably
to defeat in Indo China, have given a
brilliant demonstration of the social and
military crisis of capitalism. This
defeat is the harbinger of new revolution-
ary tempests throughout South East Asia.

Listen, listen to the bell that is tolling in
Indo China, you Versaillais in Djakarta,
your hands red with the blood of 500, 000
Communists and revolutionists® It is
sounding the death knell of your abject
dictatorship; it heralds new and victorious

And finally there are all those who, Communes in [ndonesia’

because of material difficulties or re-
pression, cannot be among us today, but
who testify no less to the intemational

rise of the Trotskyist movement. There

Listen to the bell that is tolling in Indo
China, you hangmen in Karachi, who
massacred the dock workers M-Cﬂﬁgﬁquﬁ_:
cur comrades in the United States who who murdered the workers, women dnd
::ltﬂ impetus to the impressive anti-war  children of Dacca. The Bmgnﬂiﬁnmmm-ﬁﬁ._ .
mobilisation of April 24, which assembled will punish all your crimes mercilessly:
800, 000 demonstrators in the streets : t
th;ting: “Immediate and {Incmdiﬂmnltt Il:: Eur]:gel; tl:; m;;:;%‘?
dochina'. has also hea sage of the ;
Withdrewal of US Troops from In o cse revalutiaa, It huk eelsd

There are our Ceylonese comrades who are itself for combat. It is forgi

trying to fuse the revelutionary forces y - the s

scattered throughout the island - the and the revolutio

rural youth, the city proletariat, preparing to avenge the
Wplmt_tdr:t:mﬂ - into 3 sing Mmdﬁlﬁﬂﬂﬂ 5
bloc. There are our Indian comrades who ,thﬁ_lﬂé*_ﬁ

have begun mobilising the most exploited  victi
of all thftxplnltud sectors on the land to

win their liberation - the poor ped
untouchables in Bengal who ¢
beginning to occupy the lands of
and arganise themselves. L Sais
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Letters are welcome on all topics but
keep them short (300 words) and state
whether your name should be published.

Dear Sir,

If most of the local writing in Direct
Action gives opme the impression of
ideology struggling against the facts, it
takes an article in one's own field to

k bring this out fully. For me, this was
Sol Salby's article "Genocide in Bangla
Desh"” in the July issue. Since Salby had

- space for his untruths and half-truths,

! might | have more than usual letter

space to correct them?

i) Pakistan is not as Salby suggested a
significant customer of Australia. In
19659-70 ( a bumper year), the §16.4 m
million Australian sales to Pakistan
8 amounted to 0.41% of our exports. (In
1968-69, it was 0.22%). West Pakistan'
wheat production has been the success
story of “"The Green Revolution", and
the Australian wheat exports Salby refers
to have little future.

Nor is Pakistan's formal membership of
SEATO an indication of close relations
with Australia. It is a joke that has
... just about ended.
One might add that for different reasons,
including its left-of-centre political
climate, Pakistan receives little Aust-
ralign aid. In this respect, it is ridie-
ulous to make an analogy with Vietnam.
The fact is that Australian-Pakistani
relationships are not close.

il) Salby: "Anything that could be inter
preted as support to Bangla Desh is
dgainst the interests of imperialism in

~ the area ... As in Indo-China the Aust-
ralian govemment is going to back the
MOst reactionary dictators to put down
revolutionary movements?

g .:I-.‘i:t: On April 22 - at a time when the
~ Awami League was banned in Pakistan
{as it still is), branded as "power-hungry
and unpatriotic”, and you know how
Mwﬂy fuppressed - at a time like this
- -Mahon told Parliament his governm-
. ent’s position was that "there should be
= no mn:‘s;::f] gfbelifeg and the Awamj
Leagu able to
peoplen. Tepresent its

"Its people™: for once MM

« TR [ i i ahm

i tid;ng Precisely right, [t's quite gﬁms
S _aﬂtpgis ftatement would have been
e

oy
Yo

ﬁmﬂw to Yahya Khan and the
- ' E0vemment, who had be
- | miming fora mnm.:h that the A::mi
- _©38ue no longer represented anyone
e - %M}t mim::eant: and traitors',
k- €stern reaction, which was generally

mi Australia' :
Islamabad ag hom‘a s: s Srrtad

'_l f;eiby Was sericusly concerned

5 Bangla Desh geénocide and the
mlym BOVEmment's reaction to it,
oo Ids“;dtd to read the daily papers
el acts right. If the Australian
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have responded to his
j;tﬁlf foreign aid: in fact, they

‘have withdrs

- WD Australian aid. The
 with 1 ith Indo-China Salby draws
- ind is complete fiction, and
- Tore the reverse of the truth.
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time it had been cut off for 2-3 months.

I find it incredible that anyone could
publish an article on such a tragic atrocity
without even bothering himself to find out
just what had happend . It says a lot for
the psychological power of ideology.

iv) The reason Indira Gandhi "prefers to
sit on the side-line" as Salby callously
puts it, is not so much that " an inde pend-
ent East Bengal could lead to an upsurge

in West Bengal and other parts of India",
which is rater dubious, but mainly
rooted in the complexity of Indo-Pakis-
tani relations. Indian military interven-
tion would change the fighting from a
freedom struggle to another Indo-Pakist-
ani war. It would then be more difficult
to secure the intemational support vital
to the Bangla Desh cause. A second
important factor has been simple mis-
judgement, in which India was not alone.
No-one anticipated that the atrocities

would continue after the end of the tree
weeks' war. No-one anticipated the

Pakistan government would set itself

so firmly on a suicide course. China,
for instance, having taken sides only
when it was clear who would win the
war, has maintained silence on the

issue since the flood of refugees began to
enter India.

You don't have to agree with Mrs. Gandh-
i's policy of restraint ( and I certainly
don't) to recognize that it has taken a

lot of political courage. The Indian
Dewspapers give every evidence of this.
She has in fact risked an upsurge in Wst
Bengal to give five million humans who
have fled their homeland refuge, food,
and shelter in a state already desperately
poor, overcrowded, and underemployed.
The Congress-dominated West Bengal
govemment has been one casualty, as
the tensions caused by the refugee flood

lead _West Bengal closer to a revolution-
ary situation.

There is rnuc?ft more in this article that
needs correction, but the falsities above

bring out the principle that went into it.

It is what Sartre describes as "the euristic
principle; "search out the whole through
the parts" has become that terrorist
practice: liquidate particularity". In

the same essay (Marxism and Existential-

ism, 195{)], he writes: "Over the years
e Marxist intellectual believe

! i d he was
serving his party in violating experience
in neglgcting embarrassing details, in ]
grossly simplifying the fact, and above

all in ccsncq alizing the event before
having mﬁmg it" (my emphasis). It
seems t nothi

ng's changed.

| have no particular desire to get it in
for Trotskyists. Mandel's article in the
middle pages of the July issue provides
as welcome a contrast to Salby's falsi-
fying simplicity as one could hope for.
But if the New Left is going to imitate
the Old in dumping reality for ideology,
there's no point in it being on a Left

at all - because our main task at present
15 to get people to recognize reality.
Including, it seems, yourselves.

Tim Colebatch.

Salby Replies

1 have no idea why Mr Colebatch
decided to differentiate between the

"local" writing in Direct Action and

any other content, nordo I claim to
know the motivation for his letter. | am,
howeverﬁ BOIng to concentrate on reply-
ing to his allegations. Just one general
point: Mr. Colebatch does not substan-
fiate any of his "facts" with a single
reference and this makes the task ::s[
refuting him a slightly unusual exercise.

MI' Colebatch's point: In the short
time 1 had between receiving the letter
and the deadline for Direct Action . |
could not check with the Wheat

Board Head Office in Melbourne the
future of these sales. | seem to recol-
lect a statement by the Chairman of
the Board, Dr. R.A. Callaghan claim-
ing that Pakistan and the United Arah
Republic could replace China as main
customers. Anyway the important
point agreed to by our correspondent

is that Australia and other western
c_mmtries act in their self interest at all
times.

The reference to SEATO baffles me

45 our correspondent seems to agree with
my analysis: "The Australian ruling class
didn't give much consideration to the

fact that Fakistan is member ql the
Commonwealth or even its official ally

in SEATO."

There is nothing left-of-centre about
reactionary murderous regimes like
Yahya Khan's., As for Mr. Colebatch's
other assertion about Australia's aid to
Pakistan, during the 20 years in which
the Colombo Plan has been operating
Pakistan was third to only India and
Indonesia in the total amount of aid it
received. While the sum total of
$46, 753, 000 is not particularly high
this is explained by the low total of
£320 m. of the scheme. (Current Notes
on International Affairs, March 1971
p. 119, Published by the Department of
Foreign Affairs.) Finally for an
assessment of the relations between
Australia and Pakistan let me quote the
former Minister of Foreign Affairs Mr.
Bury .. "Pakistan, a country with which
we have, for 23 years, enjoyed close
relations". .."Pakistan is an old friend
of Australia”. (Speech in Parliament on
April 6th, 1971 reported in Current
Notes on International Affairs for the
month of April.)

Next come the quote from Mr. McMahon:
the "Australian Financial Reyiew" of

the 23rd of April had a different version
of the Prime Minister's speech than Mr
Colebatch: "We express the view that
there should be no more loss of life and
that the leaders of the Awami League
should be given full authority, civility

to represent their people in the constit—
utional assembly of Pakistan. ( my emph-
asis S ._5 .) McMahon got things precisely
right -instead of supporting the action

that the Awami League supporters were
taking he supported retreat moves.
Instead of supporting the defenders of
Bangla Desh he advised its leaders to

g0 and sit in Parliament and talk about
it. This at the time when the Awami
L'eabgue was no longer interested in

Sitting in the Paldstani Parliament but

in an independent Bangla Desh. There

15 N0 more genuine opposition to

Yahya in this statement than there was
c}p%xrsitiﬂn to racism in hic Anti-A part-
heid statement. (And we all know what
he did in practice). The complete

quote has quite a different flavour to

it than Mr. Colebatch's shortened version.

Perhaps this is what the Euristic princi-
ple is all about?

The next important point is the ability
of Yahya to keep West Pakistani rule
without imperialist support ie. with
only the support of China and some
Arab countries. Once again the
assertion that this is possible is not
backed up. The opposite case was put
very clearly by Benjamin Welles writing
in the May 14 issue of the "New York

Times":

"' 'China is spending about $200-mill-
ion yearly helping North Vietnam', a
financial official said. ' It hasn't that
much left over for Pakistan. It could
never, for instance, pick up the entire
$450-million yearly that Pakistan
relies on from the 11-nation consortium
to keep going' " (Reprinted in
Intercontinental Press, May 31, 1971,
There is no question even in Mr.
Colebatch's view that the Pakistani
economy is in a very poor shape and
could not stand on its own feet.

I am baffled as to which newspaper |

am advised to read. Being an avid

reader of quite a few, 1 am just as
confused as to what constitues a special-
ist weekly (Far Eastern Economic Review ()
The information I used came from the
Britizh "Guardian" as reprinted in the
‘Australian™., On June 11 it was re port-
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of how the system really works; hiddey
from public scrutiny, Administration
officials have been supplying arms to '- *
Pakistan while plainly and persistently
telling the public that such supplies #
were cut off" (July Sth). Is Mr. ey
Colebatch going to blame this on the ,.i
power of ideology? ol 2
Mr. Colebatch quickly contradicts 1
himself in the next two paragraphs clais
ing that the possiblility of an upsurge &8
rather dubious and then declaring the
existence of a revolutionary situation.
Either way he dismisses the revolutionary
potential off hand. Let a Pakistani
speak for himself. Tariq Ali, a revol-
utionary socialist from West Palkistan,
writing in the Dublin daily "Irish Times*
. . . The role of Bengal as a whole in
history of the Indian sub-continent has
been that it has given a political lead
to the rest of the country. The old
adage "What Bengal does today India
does tomorrow, " has a certain relevance,
which Mrs. Gandhi, the Indian Prime
Minister, understands perfectly well.
That is why she makes demagogic noiss
stressing her sympathy for the Bengali
people. She is forced into such a poshoe
to appease West Bengal which is also ma F.
the boil.",..few are in doubg thata =
united Bengal would be very ra pidly 1

confonted with the permanent revoluts
ary process."..."the perspective of
Bengal as a red base preparing to take -
social revolution deep into the heart £
India". e
-
India becomes a spectre haunting th"
United States and its client regimes ,:_ '
Asia." (6.4.71, reprinted in Inter= S8
continental Press 26.4.71). a
Mrs. Gandhi is acting in her self .
interest and that of her class just the ==
same as when she supported the cod ’
government in Ceylon in sending heli==S
copters to help supress the popular up ==
rising there. 3

Sartre seems to be referring not to
Marxist analysis but to the Stalinist
falsifications of history. It has been
a bourgeois trick for a long time 10
gloss over the differences betwees oS
Stalinists and Trotskyists, We SEreE S
our task is not to falsify reality but tﬂ
get people to recoghise reality.
ing it seems yourself. "
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Dave Holmes

On Saturday moming, July 24, two com-
rades selling Direct Action in Bourke
Street in Melbourne, were approached by
a pair of traffic police. They told the
SYAers that they had a specific
assignment to move them on. Apparen-
tly unless one has a "licence", it is
"jllegal" to sell. SYA has applied for
a licence, but although this was more
than six weeks ago, no substantive reply
has been received. It seems that this
delay is not an accident: ome of the
policemen frankly said that we'd be
unlikely to get a licence "for that",
i.e., a revolutionary paper. It seems
there is one standard for the bourgeois

dailies like the Herald and the Sun
and another for the left wing press.

By use of legal technicalities, the
council hopes to remove from the

streets, a paper whose revolutionary
socialist views are totally opposed to
those of the ruling class of this country.
However, if the council can do this to

us it will be encouraged to apply the
same methods to other groups and
individuals whom it views with disfavour.

The arguments the officers advanced
seemed more to be weak excuses for
carrying out their orders. They admitted
we weren't getting in anyone's way; when
this had been established they said we
could be prosecuted for "soliciting".

The absurdity of this is seen when we
realice that standing in the street handing
out pamphlets is quite "'legal"” (ever since
a big campaign some years ago); if we
stood in the street and gave the paper
away it would be all right! Clearly, the
cound 1 is just nsing the law as a tool to
achieve the desired end - getting Direct
Action off the streets.

SYA doesn't intend to passively accept
this situation. If necessary, we shall
wage a political campaign to establish
our right to sell on the same basis as the
pro-establishment papers.

It was inevitable that, sooner or later,
the police would show a more direct
interest in SYA in Melbourne. So when
they came to our Carlton headquarters

a few weeks ago it was no surprise.
Around noon of July 4- the day after the
demonstration against the Springboks,
and a few hours before the July 4 demo-
nstration against the US consulate- five
men claiming to be from the' arson squad
searched our headquarters. They claim-
ed to be checking out a report of a'gel-
ignite bomb' planted on the premises.

However, 'saving' us from a'bomb' was
clearly far from their minds. They
seemed much more interested in our
politics. One man searched for the'bomb'
in an almost unfurled banner, the word-
ing of which seemed to be the main

item of interest. Another man ransacked
a resident's room strewing papers and
clothes all over it. He made no effort

to tidy up the mess, and when one Com-
rade remonstrated with him he was asked
if he wanted a fist in the mouth. They
took copies of our leaflets without the
least pretence of asking us about it.

One of them took our phone number(did
they really not know it?)When we asked
for their search warrants we were told it 1
wasn't needed in an'arson’ case. (Of course:)

Presumably our'visitors' (just which section
of the police they were really from is
really only of secondary interest.) had
several objects in mind. Firstly, and
especially after the events of the Spring-
bok demonstration, the police were in=-
terested in our relation to the July 4
demonstration: they asked if we were
going, were we organizing it,etc.Second-
ly they had not paid us a visit before and
must have been curious(whatever their
other sources of information,) about a
new socialist youth group.

Thus their visit was a raid to spy on us
and harrass us. Another raid three days
later makes this crystal clear. On the
next Wednesday aftemoon the 'Drug
Squad' presented themselves at our door,
this time with a warrant. They had reason
to think we had drugs on the premises

and were a haven for 'nmaways'. They
more or less admittedtheir information
came from the police (the 'Arson Squad')

Again, even if they were more civil,

they showed as much interest in our pol-
itical program and organisational struct-
ure as in 'drugs'.

More is to come... One day, a week or
so after the second police raid, the PMG(?)
rang us and asked if we were having any
trouble with outgoing calls; someone had
complained(?.) and they would send a
technician around the next day. At
about 9.00am on Thursday moming(15
July)someone called but was so nervous
that he left before anyone could answer
the door, leaving a card, asking us to
call a certain number. We hadn't done
this when 15 minutes later the phone
rang and a man said he believed we were
having trouble with the phone. We
denied this, but he said that a technician
would come around anyway. Then,
another person called. He opened the
door before he knocked. (This was 10am)
When a comrade asked for his authorisation
he produced a PMG card. We then told
him we were not convinced, that we
thought something 'funny' was going om,
and that he'd have to produce a written
and specific authorisation from the PMG,
He seemed stunned by this and did not
deny any of our suggestions. So far, the
MG have not tried again to 'fix" our

phone.

Clearly, all this adds up to part of the
surveillance of and hamrassment of left-
wing groups and individuals in Melboume
Certainly, we can expect further visits
from them. However we do not intend to
be intimidated and will defend ourselves
as energetically as is necessary to guaran-
tee our right to carry out our political
work.

It is true that the essential aspect of
bourgeois democracy is its bourgeois
aspect, the fact that it is a capitalist
system. Regardless of the specific form
of rule it adopts(parliamentary democracy,
fascim, military dictatorship etc) capital-
ism is a reactionary and socially bankrupt
system that threatens the very future of
mankind; it must be abolished if there is
to be any meaningful social progress.
However, the democratic aspect does
have a certain real content. These rights
are the fruits of long and often bitter
struggles; capitalis has been forced to
grant them by popular pressure.

Democratic freedoms, such as the right to
strike, the right to hold unorthodox, .even
revolutionary views, are an extremely
valuable aquisiion. Capitalism, in its
era of crisis is less and less able to tolerate
these concessions, and continually tries
to circumscribe and erode these rights.
Every attempted erosion of them by the
ruling class must be combatted as vigor-
ously as possible. A failure to do so will
only facilitate that severe repression that
some in-their naivete believe is already
here.

LUORKERS
(ONTROL

Rod Guinn

Members and su ers of SYA welcome
the formation of Melbourne's Workers'
Control Group (WCG). The re-emergence
of this long-neglected demand is yet an-
other reflection of the sharpening class
struggle in the country. The WCG have
{ssued a bulletin- "The Shopstewunaddeal-
ing with the guestion of workers and the
anti-war movement.

nShopsteward”, we feel, failed to rec-
ogniuaptfe essentially transitional role of
both the Moratorium and Workers' Control
movement. The bald statement 'The
demand for workers' control is not a de-
mand for comanagement with the boss,
nor merely the right to veto certain de-
cisions taken by the boss, it is a move-
ment to replace the boss with the workers.
v.hile containing basic truth, izlils to make
explicit how workers' control is to du-t!l:ds.

"Shopsteward” repeats the same' truth
when it refers to the anti-war movement
thug, 'this must be ?iuﬂu%::il:::“ :::‘:I
opposition to capitalism an enalis
g the war' :

3 -.ﬁﬁ{if

PROTEST

into a real opposition to capitalism and
imperialism,

To state that the huge Moratoriums of
May and September 1970 where hundreds
of thousands of Australians rallied to call
for immediate and unconditional with-
drawal of imperialist troops from Indo-
China was only a symbolic gesture is to
be guilty of nothing less than infantile,
psuedo-left impatience.

*The Shopsteward"calls for a new strategy
for the Moratorium a worker-based strat-
egy which is genuinely anti-imperialist.
Readers of "The Shopsteward" can not be
blamed for fecling confused when the
above strategic proposition is preceeded
by the statement that *The Viemame:se
war, world politics and politics in general
are by and large external to the workers'
immediate job situation and his life sit-
uation’ Would the author of "The Shop-
steward” prefer "Smash US Imperialism"
as a mobilizing slogan or would he prefer
that workers not be approached until
'‘power', -whatever that means, is 'de-
centralized'into the hands of the workers
and socialism emerges triumphant.

We feel that the imperialist nature of the
war (and for that matter exploitation of
the working class) should be explained
widely by revolutionary socialists. We
also feel that propaganda is but one aspect
of our work. The mobilization of Aust-
ralians and particularly workers around
izsues which a) concemn them closely and
b) bring them into organized opposition
to capitalism itself, is surely the prime
task of a revolutionary party. Such a

party- totally ignored by “The Shopsteward’

-is indispensible in the application of the
workers' control movement.

Ve look forward to the growth of the
Workers' Control Movement and anticipate
that in practice, workers themselves will
modify and make real this tactic.

WORKERS'

ONTROL

Dave Holmes e E
On Sunday July 11, the versary
the Batl:leroi the Boyne which marked
the begi of the English colonisat-
ion of ?::nll.:g, a small solidanty
demonstration was held in Melboume.
The demonstration was organised by
the SYA with the participation of the
Connolly Association. It was in
solidarity with the struggle of the Irish
people for self-determination, and was
part of a worldwide solidarity campaign.

At the City Square,
SYA ) and Trevor McC
Connolly Amuch::il? rg;ke A 3
resolution ad ) 4 meetin
called for umurminatlm for the
Irish people, the withdrawal of all
British troops immediately, and the
release of all the political prisoners.
The meeting declared its solidarity
with the Irish people in their struggle
against British imperialism. The
demonstration concluded with a shg:t—- e
march to the British High Commission,

where a copy of the mh:ﬁm ,

PALESTINE
RALLY

John Percy

The demonstration on July 10 held in
Melbourne in solidarity with the Pales-
tinian peoples' struggle, was regarded
by all who took part as quite a success,
especially-in view of the fact that it is
the first such action on the question

Over 100 people marched from the Trades
Hall to the City Square, where they were
joined by more for the rally there.

The demonstration brought together
mémbers of the Palestinian commumity
and young student and worker activists.

This was the first demonstration organised
by the Palestinian Australian Solidarity
Committee (for report of its formation,

see Direct Action T 8), and although
it was at short notice, 12, 000 leafler:
were distributed, posters were produced,
and further publicity appeared in other
left publications. To build up to the
demonstration, the Socialist Youth
Alliance organised meetings at Melboume
 and Latrobe Universities for Sol Salby,
Israeli-bomn socialist from Sydney.
Although receiving very little attention
in the press, the demonstration was well
covered by television, and reports
appeared on the Saturday night news.
Speakers at the rally were Nassif Hadj,
an Arab student, George Bengalis from
the CPA, Kevin Healey, Socialist Left,
Rod Quinn and Sol Salby from SYA, and
Ray Watson and Albert Langer from WSA.
The meeting was also attended by a
large group of radical Zionists, some of
whom were rather provocative. Most
people sensibly refrained from getting

involved in the heated exchanges that

they tried to start, and the meeting pro-

ceeded fairly smoothly. The Zionists

were especially vituperative towards :
Sol Salby, regarding him as a "traitor”, %
and tried a little intimidation later, :
taking mug shots and challenging him to

reveal his address. The position of these
so-called radical Zicnists is extremely
contradictory. We were aware that some

were in the Communist Party, but some

turned up on Saturday wearing Mao

badges, and it appears that there are

quite a few in the Worker-Student Al-

liance. It is a puzle how these

"radicals” reconcile their "radicalism"

with the oppression and expulsion o 1
the Palestinian Arabs with the counter-
revolutionary role Israel plays in

alliance with US imperialism.

Future actions planned by the Palestinian
Australian Solidarity Committee, include
a mass public meeting on September 10.

It is hoped to get extensive trade umion
support for that meeting. A leaflet has
also been produced condemning and
exposing the recent attacks on the
Palestinian guerrillas by the reactionary
Hussein regime in Jordan. As well as
this, telegrams were sent to the other
Arab governments, demanding firm
action against Hussein's massacres, and
a clear statement of their position. The
recent events underline more clearly how
the national liberation struggle of the
Palestinian people will only succeed

ontinuous struggle against
through 4 © . as well

the reacti Arab regime:i
as against the Zionist state. It s
tnip?liﬁ!!t also the unity of interests of

Zionist and reactionary Arab leader-
gi:pﬁ on one side of the barricades, and
the Israeli and Palestinian wnﬂ:aﬁnnd‘:_ A
peasants on the other. Theonly
East is a socialist federation of 1
people in the area, with com
racial, religious and cultural
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The great myth of the New Zealand utopia is fast
disappearing today. Capitalism in this country is
being challenged on an ever-widening range of
issues.

{ There is massive opposition to New Zealand aggres-
sion in Vietnam, there's the emergence of women's
liberation, a revival of the Maori movement,
rising labour militancy, a vigorous movement ag-
ainst racist South Africa.
A process of radicalisation is deve loping, especially
among young people. Follow it. Read Socialist
Action, a revolutionary new spaper published
fortnightly. Write to Socialist Action,

Box 1663, Wellington, NewZealand.
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