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ANTI-WAR MOVEMENT

"The anti-war movement is dead!"
said Nixon, and a lot of Americans
agreed, including many leaders of
the anti-war movement. The only
ones who didn't agree were those
wha held the perspective for cont-
: inuing the job of building mass,
groc independent demonstrations to

unite as many people as possible

around the demands of immedigte
withdrawal of all US troops and
material from Indo-China. The
outcome of the tireless efforts of
those who held this perspective

was the massive out-pouring of
hundreds of thousands of anti-war
Americaas on April 24, marching
on Washington and San Francisco.
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This action united people of every
strata of American society. There
were Third World contingents, Cay
contingents, Women's contingents,
the labor movement as well as the
youth and students marching. We
believe that there are g few basic
principles to be used in building
the anti-war movement and ensur-
ing its success. Firstly, putting
the movement on a non- xclusion-
ary basis. That is, anyone who
agrees with the central demands of
the movement (e.g. immediate
withdrawal of all troops) can part-
icipate, no matter what political
or philosophical views they might
hold. This is the only way of un-
iting all people in Australia who

CEYLON

The Coalition Government in Cey-
lon which was elected a year ago
has recently shown its true regction-
ary character. Since mid-March
it has been following a policy of
» TMass arrests and summ
e€xecution. FEven the bourgeois g
press has been full of stories of
bodies floating dowm the river.
D:i_gimlly civil rights were suspend-
when a state of Emergency was
declared. Reliable information
1;: been hard to come by since then
censorship and mgss aerests maké
g;liﬂnt' Ttlm atteck on the °
se e was
un}ustiﬂed.pe ggln Tamc;;::m Plﬁett: o
General Secretary of the C,eylnu

; of action by anv-
one, which could be :Dnsmgd .f

politically motivgted viclence.
Stli.tte :\rgs ;n attack on the United
mbassy in Colom
bo on

. Court as actual-
ly participating in the attack.

The utter isy of the Ceylon
mment has been demanstrated
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MAROUBRA

dre opposed to the war waro active-
ly demonstrating their opposition.
Secondly, the principle of operac-
g by democratic procedures. It
is essential for holding together the
coalition and giving people in the
moyement the opportunity to be
able to participate fully in the
debates and decisions on policy,
tactics etc

Finally, the form of action to take
in demonstrating our opposition to
the war must be that of militant
but non-violent mass marches.

It is this point that is most often
baulked at by sections of the move-
ment who are tired of marching and
tired of organising. The signific-
ance of mass marches must be em-
phasised over and over again.

Sydney was the only city able to
build a march f-+ April 30. A
coalition of liberals, ultralefts,
pacifists and the Communist Party
decided against mass action for
this date in other cities. Even in
Sydney, delaying tactics by these
same forces have meant that the

march will by smaller than it should
have been.

We canmnot afford these same
mistgkes for Jume -

REBUIID THE ANTI-WAR
MOVEMENT!

BRING THE TROOPS HOME NOW!

VICTORY TO THE VIETNA MESE
REVOLUTION!

most clearly by its treatment of the
JVP(Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna-
People's Liberation Front) Several
months ago, at a time when it
wished to protect its 'socialist!
character it attacked the JVP as

'an agency of reactionary forces'
At that stage they had to protect
the image that got them into
20wer; a coalition which consisted
among others of the Commumist
Party(Moscow) and an ex-Trotsky-
ist (Lanka Sama Samaja.Party)
couldn't afford to attack their opp-
onents as 'communist' or 'insurrec-
tionary'. Now there is g strong
possibility that the attack on the
Ceylonese people was not saused by
any attack on the American Emb-
assy but that the attack on the emb-
assy was fabricated in order to give
the government an wxcuse to supp-
Fess opposition. Now the JVP is
suddenly accused of leading
surrection.

News from Ceylon is scarce, but
not sufficiently so for the Aust-
ralian government to send arms to
put down the workers, peasants ans
and students of Ceylon, or for the
Soviet government to send planes
to bomb and strgfe these same
people,

an in-
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1,387,237 977,448

1968

137,292
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The recent teacners' struggles in Victoria  This manoevre too, has failed. The sl ™
have been notable for several reasons. remains a total victory for the teachema ™

Firstly, the government was forced to cap- the working class movement as a whole
itulate completely to the striking teachers. |

Secondly, the strike was marked by the

C T : A notable feature of the strike was the =8
l:"mhtar}t unity of important sectors of the march by TTAV members from the Shrst =
mduﬂ‘rml and white collar unions of the through the city to Parliament House. 8

organized working class. Finally, the strike Some VSTA teachers participated butte
hﬁs mgken the leaden conservatism of the VSTA did not officially endorse it. :
Victorian Teachers' Union. reflects the different stages of developme
of the two unions. The march was ﬂ“‘i
the most militant tactics yet used iﬂﬁ‘;‘eﬁ
teachers' struggle. 4

*

On March 24 the Bolte government brought
In exceptionally harsh regulations against
individual striking teachers. The essence
of the regulations was that striking teachers
would forfeit part of their service for the
purpose of calculating long-service leave
entitlements. A teacher who struck rep-
eatedly could thereby lose his or her

entire long service leave entitlement.

E°)
The VTU which did not strike along with"
the others teachers' unions, played ave
dubious role in the struggle. However S
strike has had its reverberations in t]'liif,
large(23, 000) long-time conservative o
union. A revolt has broken out in the ¥
spearheaded by the 3, 000-strong primaf
men's branch. A stormy, post- strike
ing of 500 primary teachers censured

Stn_:lp-wctrk meetings called by the Vict-
Dirmn Secondary Teachers Association and
the Technical Teachers A ssociation of vT :
Victoria for the following Tuesday were e to i e AR

: i g 4
massively attended. The A get (31 ST tit€e to reform the union. ("Age',8:4:08
reporied that more than 4,000 VSTA mem- Thus,

bers attended the Music Bowl meeting and off is being 1

g leamnt by more and more
more than 3,000 TTAV members partic- teacher layers. Cagitalist developm
:pat:fd in al s;pvirate meeting. The stop- has created, alongside the 'classicall
work crippled the state educational system: industrial proletariat, extensive stratd @
80 out of 104 Tech. schools were shut and  wh SR 2
nearly all of the state's 250 high schools

were shut. 200, 000 students were without
teachers.

the lesson that direct action payi™

1;.']
o
ite collar and 'intellectual' worke 2
The teachers belong to these layers.
Today, these layers are part of the ok
etariat (ie, those who must sell their I

power for wages in order to live.)
The teachers won strong support from other

workers' organizations who saw in the reg- Once, an intellectually trained pe
ulations a threat to the entire working could expect to become an indeper
class movement- industrial and white collar. professional and gain a good positi
[he 26 "rebel! unions declared their supp- the State or in business. Such ok
ort for the teachers and said they were pre- room for a degree of independes
pared to strike if necessary. Today, a university training is ges
a ticket to the neo-capital ist "inte
1 _ Government proletariat”, It gives one a job#®
unconditionally withdrew the regu lations, in its essential aspects more and
The massive working class support for the resembles those of the industrial p¥
teachers was the essential reason for the ariat. Hierarchical work relati'__
r.;lwemnwnt'i ;-Il::_im_-a: capitulation. The alienation and lack of control over
‘Llrl'-"v'f-mmv-"ﬂ tried to partially offset this activity, an ever more deeply felt
defeat by ditempting to get the teachers' inglessness in one's work- these are

On the first day of the strike the

STganizations to participate in an 'indep- hallmarks of white collar and intellssSS
1:‘.‘ndﬁ:1-.t Inquiry’ into teachers' grievances work today. -'Qf'-
_”u: manoevyre has so far been a complete 87
failure, the VSTA and TTAV havino -

 com-  Not only is intellegtual work becan 11“
”lrrmlet.ui:mized", but the d“&'"ﬂ'
between these layers and the | “-‘?.
working class have never been ! 1t
As Emest Mandel points out, the PSSy
etariat is becoming more and mﬂ'.-_
Ogeneous. d

pletely boycotted it

Mo : S o

Why did the Government do it? Can the
resulting widespread ‘Pposition have been
E'J':'[H':e'l‘;' unforseen 7 '-.r"‘.ﬂ'i'.ll conside rations
were discussed in the ke
27.3.7 tly |
£/.3,71) Firstly they overestim ited the
internal divisions in the fteachers
The VSTA in particular ha
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ranks

These are some of the undcrlfi“g.‘r'
in the phenomenon of the increast .

s come a long
-

ng
way since 1965 when . o f . i
) ": : .5 I ¥ YITEnD 1T |.'L th Its Lirst st .‘_'|||_ 'r-|:'||||_[|”-“:}r Dt' Whi[e q:'i}llﬂ.f ,ﬂl'_l.d iﬂt‘][ P
‘:urin ' 1Ls twelve years of existence workers. Along with the objective 28
..":'Lm“.'jll," ' ”"—"&I_I‘j‘l'-'d to foresee the Imass s hrqw]tstdtI.lmi-c.'ii'im“ of these layers Sy
'€ militant solidarity of the rest of the :
Y C ] 4 the FORL. ¢ b d contrd '
T gl e ;oes, albeit unevenly an

cment with the teachers.
third consideration advanced was
Lovernment was

The
that the
prepared to lose on the
regulations issue in return for concession

Dy the teachers on the question ol l||-;'|-=1d~
ependent' inquiry and on the

a4 growth in trade union conscicusné .21.'3-
4 conviction of the necessity £ ngﬁ of
militant struggle for better ﬂmf’ is .’-‘-
work. The recent teachers’ mlkﬂhli”
surely an important milestone i EESS

[ribunal issye. process. T

lans in East Pakistan were fighting
with knives, clubs and scilnilars, while
the East Pakistan Rifles and police
forces were using their limited arms,
iy such as rifles and pistols

Pakistanl force was using guerrilla
tactics to fight the troops The civil-
ian population was said to have been
' denying food and other supplies (O
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From Interconlinantal Press

Pakistan exploded imlo ecivil war
during the night of March 25-26 as
federal troops attempted o reimpose
President Yahya Khan's control over
- the eastern section of the country. The
fighting began with deliberate attacks
on civilian areas considered to be
strongholds of independence senti-

Negotiations befween Yahyva and
Sheik Mujibur Rahman, leader of the
Awami League, which favors aulon-
omy for Easl Pakistan, broke down

on March 25. Yahva flew back to
Karachi that afternooi.
About 11 o’clock that night, Sydney

H. Schanberg reported in the March
28 New York Times, intermittent fir-
Ing was heard in the provincial capi-

tal of Dacca as troops began to at-
tack the university and other areas

of the city.

Schanberg, like other foreign report-
ers in the city, was confined in the
International Hotel until the army ex-
pelled him from the country on the
night of March 26. He wrote:

"From the hotel, which is in North
Dacca, huge fires could be seen in
various parts of the city, including
the university area and the barracks
of the East Pakistan Rifles, a para-
military force made up of Bengalis,
the predominant people of East Pakis
tan. . . .

"On the ride to the airport in
a guarded convoy of military trucks,
the newsmen saw troops sefting fire
to the thatched-roof houses of poor
Bengalis who live along the road and
who are some of the staunchest sup-
porters of the self-rule movement.”

Schanberg described West Pakistani
troops firing indiscriminately into
buildings with machine guns and
rockets. Yahya's troops had the ad-
vantage of other equipment as well:

"Helicopters wheeled overhead yes
terday morning (March 26], apparent-
ly on reconnaissance. Four helicopters
given to Pakistan by Saudi Arabia
for relief work after last November's
cyclone and tidal wave in East Pakis
tan were reported being used for the
military operation in the province”

Early on March 26, troops occupled
the Dacca radio station, which had
previously been under the control of
the Awami League. A few hours later,

a clandestine radio, apparently locat-
ed in the northern part of the prov-

ince, broadcast a declaration Ef
Bengall independence.

The same station later in the day
announced that Bengall forces were
fighting back against the army and
had surrounded the West's troops in
the cities of Sylhet, Jessore, Barisal,
Khulna, Chittagong, and Comilla

It was clear that nothing short of
a bloodbath would be able to put
West Pakistan In control of Bangla
Desh. Press reports estimated that as
many a8 10,000 persons, mostly un-
armed civilians, may have been killed
in the first days of fighting.

The March 29 New York Times
gnve.the following account of continu-

ing battles:
ngﬂepanl from India said that civil-

"According to one report, the East

EAST BENGAL
FIGHTS FOR

INDEPENDENCE

the troops, as well 28, obgtructing their
advance by blowing up bridges and
railroads

“The report said West Pakistani
troops were continuing their atiacks
with Soviet Tiger tanks, United States
Saber jets and Chinese small arms
Air force helicopters were said to be
firing on the populous towns of Co
milla and Chittagong.”

Estimates of the number of West
Pakistani troops involved ranged
from 30,000 to as high as 70,000.

The clandestine Bengali radio was
said to have announced the formation
of a provisional government headed
by Major Jia Khan, who was called
commander in chief of the Bengali
forces. The radio said that he would
function under the direction of Muji-
bur Rahman.

The radio also claimed that Yahya's
martial-law administrator for the East
and four of his officers had been
killed.. This was denied by the govern-
ment radio in West Pakistan.

Most accounts agreed that govern-
ment forces were in control of Dacca,
but they appeared to be hampered by
strikes and passive resistance Schan-
berg reported in the March 29 Times:

"On Friday morning [March 26],
15 rigid new regulations were issued,
including one aimed at the noncooper-
ation movement All Government em-
ployees were ordered to report to work
by 10 AM. Saturday or face trial in
a military court

"At 12 noon Saturday, radio Paki-
stan announced that all department
heads had to submit the names of
absentees to martial-law headquar-
ters. There seemed no reason for this
order unless large numbers of Ben-
galis were still stayving away from
their Government jobs.”

The nationalist radio meanwhile an-
nounced that a “liberation army”™ was
marching on Dacca to free it from

B e —

MAO GREETS PAKISTANI DICT/TOR YAHYA during_ i'uﬂl_r'f_'.l.'\_l:p-_
vember visil 1o Peking. Moois! regime has ini,ﬂ!d tnﬂ;l_-p;l‘ﬂ_l:r-
of silence on Yohyo's massocre of East Bengal ’F“'_’-ﬁm hn.!l.l.-r,!-l,l - me
and published Yahya's condemnation of Indian aid to Bangla  Pres
Desh. Moo prefers diplomalic lies with Yohyo I.'tl‘.ifl.‘lit".ﬂ‘lﬂl_l.:..ll.i&_a;llw;
porling just struggle of Bengoli people as Indicﬁhdhrﬁqgﬂﬁﬁ : ?u

-‘
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East Bengalis demonstrate for independence

army conirol. The radio also said
that Bengali forces had captured mili-
tary barracks in the cities of Khulna.
Comilla, and Jessore.

An Indian report that the northern
city of Rangpur had been captured
by Bengalis after bitter fighiing was
denied by the government radio, as
were nearly all Bengali claims of suc-
Cesses.

Dacca radio, under control of the
army, said that several thousand
troops had been airlifted into Khulna
and Chitiagong to “quell distur-
bances.”

In the short run, it appears unlikely
that the Bengalis will be able to defeat
the superior firepower of the West
Pakistani troops, at least so long as
Yahya is able to keep them supplied
and to pour in reinforcements” Be
cause he is denied the opportunity to
fily over Indian territory, Yahya ls
sending troops by way of Ceylon.
By granting landing and refueling
rights to the West Pakistanis, the "Unil-
ed Fronf® government in Colombo has

become an accomplice in the military
offensive against Bangla Desh.

But in the longer run, Yahya can
hardly expect to establish more than
ieolated garrisons in the major citles

S0t

unless he is able to win the coopera

tion of some section of the Bengali

population.

While the East Pakistani bourgeoi-
sie. might be willing to extend such
cooperation in order to restore "nor-
mal® conditions, such a betrayal
would clearly spur the masses into
intensifying their struggle and turning
to socialism to win nalional freedom.

Perhaps an even more important
factor in the outcome of the struggle
will be the response of other oppressed
nationalities in the subcontinent. A
continuing and determined fight by
the people of Bangla Desh is likely
to bring forth a nationalist upsurge
among Bengalis in India and destroy

the artificial division imposed in 1947
by British imperialism and reaction-
ary religious interests

Such a process could spark even
bigger struggles in India, a fact that
has been noted with concern by Amer-
ican imperialism. As the New York
Irmes put it In 8 worried editorial
March 28:

“Separatism on the Indian subcon-
tinent threatens to touch off a chain
reaction that would render the entire
region unstable and insecure in all
of its parts”
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About 160 Mataungan supporters retali-
ated with a heavy bamage of rocks,
bottles, cocoa pods and petrol bombs
when police riot squads, armed with
anti-riot equipment, batons and pick
handles, charged and lashed out at
resisting villagers who were gathered on
the grounds of the Ngatur fermentary on
the Gazelle Peninsula. The clash at the
fermentary, which had previously been
closed and barricaded by Mataungans
several weeks ago, was only one of
three seperate incidents directed
agalost the recently formed New Guinea
{slands Produce Company.

At the Ngatur fermentary, 100 riot police

took up positions in the early hours of

the moming with orders to keep

villagers off the fermentary grounds.

Minor scuffles broke out as Mataungan
porters jeered and harassed police.

Finally riot squads were ordered to charge

resisting villagers who would not disperse.

This happend at 9.00 a.m. on Saturday

March, 20th.

The villagers then began to rain an
assortment of objects at the riot police
who had initiated the attack.

The first petrol bombs were directed at
one of the fermentary buildings and
this resulted with the well prepared
police retaliating with long and short

. range tear gas grenades and projectiles
which trapped many villagers. It was
not until after an hour that Mataungan

supporters were finally dispersed.

Although no extensive damage had

been reported - only one of the dozen
molotov coctails burst into flames,
scorching a fermentary building -
twelve riot policemen were injured,
one administrative police officer was
covered in 1 from a bomb that
failed to explode, another officer
suffered a broken hand and the new
District Commissioner for the East New
Britain District J. Emanuel received a
body injury from a rock.

This change in tactics by the Mataungan
Association shows that they are favouring
more radical actions with the support
of neighbouring Tolai villagers.
Mataungan spokesman Johm Kaputin
said that further violence can be
expected as long as Niuginians cannot

&

run their own affairs. :
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The initial reaction of the administrator
L.W. Johnson, emphasised that the
administration would not tolerate "illegal"
intervention by any group in Territory
affairs - specifically referring, at that
time, to the Mataungan ultimatum.

He said that the administration would not
permit any "Illegal action ...", "under
any circumstances. "

The Thursday afternoon previous to the
Ngatur clash, about 250 Mataungan
supporters clashed at another guarded
cocoa fermentary on the Gazelle Peninsula.
This took place at the Napaper fermentary,
22 miles from Rabaul and involved 100

riot police.

Last weeks incident at the Katakatai
fermentary was the first confrontation
with police by the Mataungan Associa-
tion and its supporters when police riot
squads armed with helmets, steel
shields and batons prevented an attempt
to re-occupy the cocoa fermentary near
Bitapaka in the GazellePeninsula. The
75 man contingent with standby
reserves were called out by the Gazelle
Council said District Commissioner H.
West.

Administrator Johnson said that the
arguments by the Mataungan Association
were completely "groundless."

The Tolai Cocoa Project, which had
operated as a business enterprise . .. had
never operated on the basis of commercial

profits. . .

The only funds withheld from growers have
been to meet operational costs and to repay
bank loans. e

This action involved police using sheilds
and batons to force back the advancing
crowd of angry villagers who had

closed the fermentary the previous day.
Police were on the verge of using tear
gas as the crowd grew harder to handle,
while vocal harassement of policemen
continued, and at one time the crowd
had cut them off from other standby
Tesgrves.

What is also claimed by the opposition to
the MA arguments is that the Tolai Cocoa
Project had an all-Tolai board of directors.
The same as the recently formed NGIP Co.
which incidently made a profit of $1, 608
during its first month of operations.
Nevertheless, the capitalistic, economic
system exists only to make profit at the
expense of others. There is no difference
if it is run by black or white profiteers.

In the early hours of the moming police
had converged at the fermentary and
dismantled barracades of trees interwoven
with bamboo. Numerous trees, felled
across access roads, were later cleared
by police guarded chain saw gangs. At
one time villagers were on the verge of
cutting fighting sticks until Oscar Tammur
M.H.A. (Kokopo) and long time support-
er of the Mataungan Association arrived
and calmed things down.

At the House of Assembly, Oscar Tammur
had put forward questions regarding army
and police, directed at the deputy
administrator Mr Newman, but it was
ruled out of order by the Speaker, Dr
Guise. Oscar Tammur demanded a reply
but was rebuffed by the Speaker because
his questions were not on the agenda.

His questions were;

"5 it a fact that the administration is
considering sending members of the army
and additional police to the Gazelle Pen-
insula?"

"I would like to know if people have the
right to fight for their beliefs?"

The initial crux of the confrontations
that have taken place, is that the Mat-
aungan Association is determined to

collect $625, 000 in compensation and
goodwill for what they consider the
Tolai peoples property, indicating that
there has been a betrayal of the Tolai

people by the petty bougeois factién

of the all-Tolai board of directors of the

18 fermentaries of the Tolai Cocoa Project

now the New Guinea Islands Produce Comp-

any.

Warnings were issued that the take-over of TOIAIS NOT TO A COUNCIL
the fermentaries on Mataungan land ,
would begin if the Gazelle Council did not
pay up. Mataungan chairman Damien
Kereku was quoted as saying that "we
will take over the fermentaries if we
don't get paid".

On February 26 the ABC reported that the
Administration would use all its power to
keep the properties of the former Tolai
Cocoa Project within the conrtol of the

. .

TOLAI COCOA PROJECT BELONGS TO THE

i

multi-racial council on ‘
sula,- at least within mﬁtﬁ:
ﬁ{r Barrl.;tt described as the ! g
was also reported that the Mag, =
Association has no legal rl;:tth?ﬁ; .
trol of the fermentaries,

Someone ought to remi ad;
and his men that there ?sdntil?a
ment in this ¢ - Mr Johnson
ed that the MA has no legal right
fermentaries, Perhaps the MA a5
has no right, but the people who -
association and who had controlleq s
former all-Tolai Council, are the
of the properties of the Tolai i;'::
The MA, let us be frank, sim
the forum for people to :iia:usf l ;
The term 'Mataungan Association! js,
ly a name given to a body of peop |

These are the people who sl b f'i.: |
the Tolai Cocoa Pgoject. MV T e B

The Tolai people control the three
factors of production which have formea |
the basis for the Tolai Cocoa Project @
the people who own the land, labour 8
and the cocoa and copra. b £

Through these commodities, cold,

cash was obtained o huild the Talaj
Cocoa Project. And, ﬂmrﬂm,'ﬁ“

know what is ours and what belongs ggf ™| '
white people. ' ! R

I 3 1
i

But while we know our rights, let
look at what the court has said abo
the properties of the Tolai Cocoa
Project. It might help the
Administration.

magistrate, Mr. Paul Quinlivan, saidl
(Gazelle Council U Tomot and othes}

In the judgement in October, 1969, & ! 5_

The Tolat Cocoa Project owns 18 off
27 commercial fermentaries and,

since the crops they process are good
come producers, and since the numbe
of licences is restricted, each of thos
18 licences is a very valuable property
quite seperately from the view of the b
fermentary itself. 7

* the ownership is exd usively Tolai. A's far as.we are concemed. the new

company is just another instrument of
Australia's policy of integration, which
means nothing to us.

and activites, for which we know our
rights. We know them, and we will
make sure that they are respected.

"But it was handed lock, stock and
‘barrel, to the multi-racial council, and
| there appears to have been no mention
‘of the fact that this was one of the

| implications of thejconversion. "

We had demanded the Tolai people be
compensated $000, 000 and be paid
$25, 000 for goodwill. The multi-
racial conncil and the Administration
have failed to meet our demands.

The Tolais who are pro-multi-racial
council are free to sell their fermentaries
to the whites if they so desire. That is th
their business, and we recognize their
right to make their own decisions - good
or bad.

"The manager of the project gave " In her research of the Tolai Cocoa Project

evidence that, if each was sold separifh -E)f- Scarlett Epstein wrote: X
they could be expected to realize SAGSE The project is run on a non- profit
W basis. It has no formal constitution and

and since they are about to have : St X
$90, 000 worth of new equipment is not in itself a corporate body".
installed i by the Tolal =

installed (to be p aid for by th ™ However, if the Administration is

Growers) it is not beyond the rules of S ¢ o .
possibility that a wise-but-wealthy = % II'QIEE Ezignia}s'fhe:;snewli swﬁﬁd

- e ands Produce any
buyer might add the $10, 000 to m#.’«" * has a constitution that should now gw;m
up a round million. "~ the properties of the Tolai Cocoa Project,
we in the M.A, do not know the N.G.I.P.

Co.
1. Organize mass demonstraticns to halt

ANTI-RACIST
OVE MENT or to wtally disrupt the sporting tours.
2. Call on the ACTU and TIC to

implement policy regarding South
Africa already on the books.

We were aware that the multi-racial
= : AT
Rt 1 thite of s dn e A0,A . we will council and the Administration might
fight to the end to control those that
are in our areas. We want the Tolais and
other Papuans and New Gineans now
living on the Gazelle Peninsula to own
something 20 years from now.

and the police forces, to answer our call
but we simply wanted to demonstrate
that we have dealt with business before.
We value our project.

If they fail to meet our demands, then,
if we care about the future, we will act
to protect our rights and interests.

. 1 T Neither Mr. Johnson nor the administration

"In f.-_w}_:::t, since a Jdbq;llnt P:.lﬁ?;z et has any moral right to dictate our affairs
ve him a commanding

i%;eld, [ feel that it is not unreascs

to suppose that the purchase price .

would be considerably higher

for the total project, lock, stockases

unions, students, churches and sporting
barmrel. ¥}

organizations, declare that tohaltthe
proposed sporting tours we shall:

"With the exception of a mini sclilf_-;_-
contribution from a European who W&

helped by the project, the whole 01 5

the Tolai Cocoa Project was paid 1Sy
by the Tolais and, while the C¢ (et
exclusively Tolai, it was conven :r. -

the ownership vested in the tﬂlmf i 4

"but it is not the part of the :F';. ©On Tuesday April 6, about one hundred

assets or of the patrimony of this A people met, representing student groups,

There cannot be the slightest doubt B8 ¢rade unions, revolutionary organizations
o d various other groups, being in same

I way opposed to apartheid.

I
A

3. Call on the "rebel unions" to mobilize

racial policies of the South African their members against the tours.

; int tionally and internally.
regime both intemationally ¥ ¥* 4. Call on the churches and sporting

(c) that we su the Southem bodies to state their opposition .

African liberation movements; the
A.N.C., P.A.C., Frelimo, PR, .

M,P.C.A., and Zimbabwe .

discussion than took place concerning
L the nature of the coalition, its main goals
and activity at the present time. Some
supported a multi-issue coalition
ﬁ?mhin wanted one which would
Ibe specifically concerned with anti-
apartheid action, and the sporting tours.
he question was finally resolved when
the meeting decided that the main
gctivity of the coalition at this stage
ould be initiating a compaign of
LT ALL RACIAL TOURS.

(d) that we are opposed to racist oppres-
sion, particularly of the Aboriginal
people of Australia and New Guinea.

2nd Resolution: That the first major
activity of the organization be, to
initiate a campaign to Halt all Racial
Tours primarily aimed to stop the

ing tours from South Africa.
Possible dates for action were May 3lst -
Rebublican Day, and June 26th African
Freedom, prior to the Melbourne Rugby
match on July 3rd.

4rd Resolution: That a steering commit-
tee be established to:

(a) Contact all interested groups to
obtain their active support.

The meeting carried the following
pesolutions :

%5t Resolution: The aims of the anti-
=cist coalition should be:

3) that we oppose all South African

ours of Australia while the system of {b) Circulate literature to interested ) e
ppartheid exists, recognizing that no peoples. P ;
eam representing the white South (c) To call general meetings which will

A frican government can be representative g, policy.

{ the true potentialities of South African

sortsmen because of the repression uf
Hack South Africans by their white -

3 p]ﬂlttﬁﬁ-

4th Resolution: That a press release as
indicated below be circulated to all the

media:

PRESS STATEMENT

That the newly constituted ARM {Anti-
Racist Movement) consisting of ;
representatives of 30 groups, including

b) that we oppose Australia's growing
iplomatic, economic and defence

s with the White South African
bvernment because these ties help to
laintain the system of apartheid and the

not have the resources apart from the Army

l. The Computer Crisis - A confrontation
':»'ith the Adelaide University administrat-
ion has precipitated from the publicity of
the fact that the wmiversity's 6400 com-
puter is linked with the Weapons Resegrch
Establishment's counterpart. The
implications of such a link are cbvious -
a direct exposure of the university/
military-industrial complex complicity.
A demand was made by tl :
the link be immediately
far the administration has made ng moves

1‘.-

to comply with this demand, nor Fave

tudents that

severed

?]'Ji“_.' EVEn b-?ﬂ‘qu’:[‘(id Lo qf,!f-l'-_*, oT Ju 1'”—"'
the substance of the gccusations. There
gre many other instances, some more
serious, of such collusion, but this
obvions association with a UUS-controlled
military institution could provide a |
through which students may become awar
of the real nature of the uniy

ittglist soc

?"...1--.1 - S DEW group i
anarchist pseudo- revolutionaries ha
emerged on campus this year, with tl
appropriately meaning '
RUFUS. Among the absurditie
instigated by the organisation have |
(2) During orientation week, Rufu
established a "counter-culture". Thi
involved giving away hundreds of
_‘ rs worth of food to the alregdy well
fed university situdents, gnd denouncing
CVW R e § . - 3 2
1A as counter-revoluticnary for selling

Direct Action. The members of Rufus
apparently considered themselves
extremely revolutionary in not giving
the food to the plethora of poverty
stricken pensioners instead of trying to
sell the idea that communism merely
involves building a small utopia. Rufus
might smoke pot and Rufus might paint,
but hell, Rufus is petit bﬂugcﬁiﬁ to the
core.

(b) In the same vein, two Rufus members
painted "Free Rufus" on the war memorial
in the classic ultra-left tradition. This
meaningless action achieved nothing,

but the &rtists were caught and given a
severe taste of bourgeois "justice” - three
months hard labour and a $50 fine.

While SYA might sympathise with their
treatment by the capitalist courts,
Rufus must reslise that such adventurism
achieves nothing but the alienation of all.

5. Organize activities in all teritary
institutions with the aim of mobilizing
student opposition to apartheid.

The next general meeting of the ARM
will be held at the Victorian Railways
Institute's Ballroom. Eweryone who is
interested and supports the aims of this
coalition should attend.

If we succeed in stopping these
tours, the blow dealt to apartheid in
South A frica will be tremendous.

Down with racism'.
Down with capitalism and imperialism
which engender racism'.

L
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FOLK, ROCK &
HE MIND FOR
REVOLUTION

IAN MACDOUGALL

The social historian, of all the historians,
save perhaps the archaeologist, has the
least source of materials at his disposal.

Historians of politics or economics,

science, literature or art have, as a rule;

a problem of selecting what to use and
what not from a2 comparative mountain
af source mateérials.

But the social historian, the one who is
concemed with how the popular masses
lived rather than with the ruling elites,
nas usually little to document his work
with. For the bulk of the people who

ever lived and died on this: planet did
so without leaving permanent written

records of themselves or their thoughts.

For this reason, the social historian
usually places high value on literature
in all its forms, particularly the lyrics
of popular and folk songs, on the basis
that the feelings of the masses will be
expressed in the culture they produce
and support.

The future historians who write about

the youth radicalization going on today
throughout the world will get no better
understanding of what is on the minds of
this generation than from the lyrics of
rock music- the most important art form
of all, in this period. All music, from

Beethoven to Steppenwolf, has its

origins in folk music, just as all poetry

has its origins in anonymous ballads.
No wonder then that folk is never far

away from the minds of musical innov-

ALOTS.

The great popular folk revival which
began in the early 1960's produced many

. good performers, but it was almost

completely 2 middle-class, coffee house
phenomenon, while rock music as played
by Gene Vincent, Elyis Presley, Chuck

Berry, Col Joye and all of them was

sttictly commercial, crude and low-
brow. Apart from the beat it only had
one enviable quality- extreme popular-

ity.

This could not last long Folk musicians
after confining themselves to traditional
songs and styles began to branch out,

maimly by writing their own songs .

Seme folkies, notably Bob Dylan, seta
course towards the heavy beat of rock,
while the Beatles led rock musicians
away from awopbopalochopalopbamboom
and their early Love Me Do stuff towards
more meaningful lyrics- ie. towards

folk and poetry.

‘ BOB DYLAN

This horritied the purists of folk, and
still does. Traditions die hard . But as
the eminent British folklorist and singer,
A .L.Lloyd has pointed out in his book
Folk Song in England (which is also
excellent social history: $1.50 in Pan-
ther Artsjthe boundary between the folk
:-n_:d pop music of the eighteenth and
nineéteenth centuries is a hard one to
draw.
For example, one of the great folk songs
in the English and Australian singer's
repertory tells of the woes of an Irish
convict transported in the early part of
the last century to the coleny of Van
Dieman's Land. To my knowledge,
Van Dieman's Land has always been
treated as 2 genuine folk song. Yet it
was almost certainly not composed by
a transported convict.

"The first day that we landed upon that

fatal shore,
The planters came around us and there

might be twenty score,
The ranked us off like cattle and sold
us out of hand,
And they yoked us to the plough, brave
boys, to plough Van Dieman'sland”

This is one of the great traditional poems.

Yet nobody who had ever been to Tas-
mania could have written:
"Our huts we ring with firelight and
slumber when we can,
To keep the wolves and tigers from us
: in Van Dieman's Land."
with any knowledge of that islands native
carnivores.
In fact, says Lloyd, this song was almost
certainly written by a public house poet
in the employ of one of the printeries
tumning out broadsides- sheets with the
words of songs printed on them and sold
on the street. These were the 18th and
19th century counterpart to today's L.P's
and singles, and this Englishman writing
of Van Dieman's Land without ever hav-
ing been there was a popular song writer,
and a very good one at that, Nany other
'folk'songs made their debut in the pop
scene of long ago.

Llcyd traces the development of English
folk music from the earthy, erotic songs

of the countryside(all of them cleaned up

by Victorian collectors, and taught now
in schools to the very young) to urban

songs, which appeared with the enclosure

of the common lands by the rich and the
driving of the yeomanry to the towns, to

become the proletariat ., Industrial ballad
have their own distinctive chord sequences

and musical structure- making more use

THE WHO

of minor chords and wavering vibratos
than the solid, confident pastoral songs.
The workers who went to sea in the great
boom of merchant sailing in the 159th
century developed their own distinctive
styles of work songs, and called them
shanties.

apart from a few like Woody Guths
musical and lyrical write off besid
1920's. What people looked forwa
most of all during the depr

war was & htmesosnine ta

and a house with a brigh
picket fence and a front door thag
shut the world out.

ession ag
o by N
1y-paintef

In the popular/ folk songs we find the :
people saying what they think of the mil- ° Someone(l think it was Vera Ly#
itary press gangs, life in the army and -
navy(hell most of the time) coal and mill
owners, the sailors life etc- which dispels
many a romantic image.

it in one of the hits of 1944 or 4

"With someone like you,

A pal good and true,

I'd like to leave it all behind
And go and find

Some place that's known

To us alone

Just the spot to call our own
We'l find perfect peace
Where joys never cease

Out there beneath a kindly sky
We'll build a sweet little nest
Somewhere in the West

And let the rest of the world g08888 McCartney, Tom Paxton, Gordon Light-

America's most distinctive contribution to
the world's music is without question, the
blues. This style was developed originally
by the blacks, and was played by one
singer, accompanying himself on guitar
and nsing the instrument as response in 4
call- response pattern derived from
Africa. (Latest example of thisisina
ditty on the charts at the moment: Chirpy
cheep cheep.) Tke singer would
sing a line, then play it back to himself
e B BiLAr That's even better than Tea for T
While the music corporations ang
batteries of crooners and mantoy@®88 just like the folk music as used in social
inated popular music and fed soots
syrup to the masses, serious jAzms
off in a new direction. Jaz becas
' progressive’, as with Miles Dayisass
Brubeck, and this was pretty well#s
It was great stuff if you
trouble to listen to it closely; DIENESS
Popular music Is S8
based o8 S5

When the blues was played by a group,
there developed traditicnal jazz, which
grew not only into the locality styles
after New Orleans, of Chicago, New
York, -nd Kansas City but into the big
band sounds like Ellington and a mutant
called 'swing' which became very pop-
ular white music in the 1930's and, sur-
viving in the bands of Glenn Miller,
Woody Herman, Tommy Dorsey ztc
became the style of the back-up bands
of the big commercial singersfrom the
30's to the 50's, and is still very much
alive today.

never popular.
easily remembered tunes :
traditional three chord patterns that# o
basic stock of all folk musiciSnsS ¥
what those advertisements in a8
the suckerbait schools of musiC S0
to have you playing from scrd e
This is also why Gld.
Beethoven is king of the clasis
always be played more than SOmESS

5

So there is a direct line connecting Bessie
Smith accompanied by Louis Armstrong
singing the St Louis Blues in the early

, to Bing Crosby in 1950 singing June
Moon Spoon to the strains of Nelson Riddle
and his orchestra- which is a transition in
popular taste from great poetry and music,
to the dream factory's all round musical
horseshit

So after those midnight hour hom=
had failed to give a sa
ive to Moonlight Bay, 11
traditional, earthy beat of trad ¥
The new generatics
n and war-%&

and BillE

Chuck Berry and
¢t camc barg

tisfactory
almg C‘ﬁ

This change is understandable if we realize new style.
that between Bessie Smith ans Bing Crosby
lay a depression and a world war- which
meant that songs about real insecutity
were bound to be less popular and those of
false security would make it to the top of
the charts.

up free of depressio
tuned out to escapisim,
Elvis Presley,
Richard and the & |
the front door that was SUPPOS
the world out.
diff‘..‘l“l,‘]‘ltl
is similar to the

if any musical ang o he
1920's it B

ision years,
up to th

postwar period sixties that is,

But folk music has always been with us, this. In the blues the singer is commonly
and because it is so rich it is not surprising broke, down and out, and treated badly

‘that after rock had explored the rather

and electronic sounds like feedback it produces sympathy in the listener with
began to move back towards folk styles, this simple theme, and with the self-
and take much more inspiration from comfort it brings to hwoever sings it.
country music and the blues. After all, (This is, incidentally, why some black

there are half a million rock groups in the radicals have regarded the blues as dec-
5 USa}rme, all looking for ways to develop adent, helping the black man to resign
N their own sound. himself to his lot. ) ;

"I'h-:: 60's saw a tremendous improvement It is mainly young middle class whites in
in the musical and lyrical quality of pop, America and elsewhere who are writing

and the works of many popular song- the new song lyrics, and they show their
writers like Dylan, Donovan, Lennon/ social origins in their songs, For example,
Simon and Garfunkel, sounding as if they
foot, Roger McGuinn,, Pete Townsend- had just emerged from a semester of
the list goes on- should be included in existential philosophy, wrote:
poetry anthologies of the period. And "A winter's day, in a deep and dark
December,
histories, contemporary rock reflects I am alone ,
people's attitudes to one another and the Cazing from my window, to the street
world about them remarkably well. - : below,
On & freshly fallen, silent stand of snmow,
Compare for a moment the British indust- 1 am a rock, 1 am an island. "
rial and sea songs and Australian bush Take them seriocusly and they are classic
songs with American folk music and the examples of the alienared artist
blues. In the former, the singer as cften
as not sings as if in a gathering: Simnilarly, put any track of Bob Uylan on
""Listen shipmates unto me..."; "And so and you'll find him preoccupied, liké so
to do him justice , boys I set his office many others, with what he did and said
alight." ; "We were passing down from and thought and dreamt, with his best
Roto for the sheds had all cut out. . ." work occurring in his most genuine, shar-
and sings often of "we' rather than'l’. ing phases.
The mood engendered by these songs is The Creedence Clearwater Revival made
| what you might expect in a tradition it to the top on a bayou country sound and
extending from villages to taverns and a set of lyrics that relax every muscle by
‘workers' pubs to ship's foc'stles and the | letting you identify right off with a

' camp fires of the Australian proletariat Huckleberry existence. Proud Mary
of the last century The singer is part of  rock classic and something of a E}Erid-
a very cohesive group. But in the circum- folk origin , but leading right back towards

stances where it is every man for himself, June Moon Spoon again.
where individualism, not collectivism is

normal, the singer performs as an isolated "Left a Food job in the city,
individual, and the 'I' takes the place of Workin

| America, which has an extremely strong :
social tradition of individualism, Big wheel keep on tuming,
produced in its white folk tradition(see Proud Mary keep on buming,
b for example Alan Lomax's massive coll-
ection: The Folk Songs of North America)
' and in the blues the furthest expression of

3
|

HIE HAVENS Top right: JOHN LEE HOOKER

iy S by the opposite sex as well. The beau
limited possibilities of heavy amplification of the blues lies precisely in the way 5_:’?

for the man every night and day,
the "We! But I never lost @ minute of sleq::iu'
Worryin' about the way things might have

Rellin', rollin', rollin' on the river

"Washed a lot of plates in Memphis,

Humped a lot of grain down in New

Orleans,

Eutl ﬂﬁ_‘r"ﬂf saw the gq;‘.ﬂ side of a ":i"‘.'-'r
Till I hitched a ride on a River boat

QU e eT
x{«..“. =4 7

Big wheel etc”

["If you come down to the river,
Bet you're gonna find the people wh
|

You don't have to womry, if you have

0o moncy,

People on the river are happy to give
Big wheel etc" ; :
This is pure fantasyland, in contrast w
some of the stuff that hauls a sorrealisti

net through the real world, like Dylan’s
Desolation Row. Aside from the bubble-
gum of the hit ;;;-r.-;uibe. serious pop
only faces the danger of tuming intc
Disneyland like this, but a the inevit
ability of being incorporated into the
business world, despite appearances of

breaking out of it

All the weaknesses of the new generation

still mainly in the phase of cultural
rebellion, are seen vividly in rock fest-
ivals. Beside the 'legitimate' aspects of

organization, public relations and finance

carried on by the management, we have
in the crowds that go to them not the

peace-love-togethemness of the image,
but fragmentation. People still sit, talk
and camp in little groups. They come
from their individual suburban housing

in their individual cars and go back again.

Bencath the veneer of the publicist's
image their is as much human alienation
as in a city street,

This is clearly seen when viclence starts,
At the Rolling Stones' concert at Ala-

mont, California, a few hundred Hell's
Angels stoked up on $800 worth of beer,
provided by the Stones(in retum for body
guard services-prevention of people get-
ting onto the stage etc) terrorised a crowd

of 300,000. People were scared to leave-
to move out of the crowd- bashings and

rape were commonplace, and the Angels
did not stop short of murder.

had been 300,000 at a union rally- or a
mere fraction of one percent of that, the
Angels would have been massacred.

Unfortumately,
festivals in Australi:
cocial cohesion has be

, despite the
, bubblegum, mindless consumerism
1¢ underlying individualism,of capitalist
society and the charlatan :
11, has given new artistic h«
forms of expression to

IVE
pPromotin g

he popular masses,
established bourgeois
», hair length,
he road to
I quéstioning of their whole social
environment and heads them in an anti-

valoes of dress s

haviour etc start

mbs, because the sys

fate of the we
of TV station
and advertising a
positive cultural rebellion is
ation of meaningful humn relationships
' the attempt made by s
in all kind:
irom the worst aspects of individualism
and consumerism as promoted by this

Lo get away

The only way forward lies in deepening its
Establishing a common
solidarity born out of struggle against the
War and Vietnam and the many other
repulsive aspects of the capitalist system -
as distinct from a mere Woodstock-style
commumity of interest, of people listen-
ing together to rock, tuming on, tuning in
and dropping out.

Musically, I think the way forwar§ is
through @ more consciously anti-individ-
ualist development.
deal in the folk tradition, untouched as
ret, to be built upon. The solidarity of -
we' as found in sea shanties, Irish and
Australian folk sengs is needed alongside-
though of ¢ourse, not in place of- the'I"
of personal songs as aeen in the blues and
contemporary folk-rock.
We all live in a yellow submarine.

consciousness.

There is still a great

If the crowd
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surrender, Paris organised a boycott

against occupation by the Prussian army.

The population, which had purchased the

city's cannons through subseriptions,
brought the cannons into the working-
class districts for safekeeping.

u'
t
‘.

e e

When Bismarck's army entered Paris on
March 1, a silent crowd gathered. The
statues on the Place de la Concorde were
velled in hlack, the shops were closed.
The next day the army withdrew to the

The Paris Commume was a milestone in
the development of the modem working
class into a revolutionary force,
capable of changing society. Although
the working class had organised and
carried out actions for its betterment
before the time of the Commme, the
significance of the Commune lies in the
fact that it was the first time in history
that the working class held state power
(even though for only a short time and
limited geographicaily). For revolution-
aries today the centenary of the Com-
mune should be more than just a day

of remembrance, but & time to draw the
lessons of the Commune and apply them
to today's circumstances.

£ A S Ty rﬁ.ﬁhj A
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| In 1871 the French capitalists and land-
4  lords seated st the head of the new
~ tepublic, found that they could
- accommodate themselves with the
- humiliation and defeat brought to them
& an armies, if
 only they could be left with the
- unbridled exploitation of the new wealth
{ of industris] France, and thereby levies
- imposed upon them by the Prussian
ruling class could be extracted from the
French workers and peasants. To do
- this they would now have to turn their
attenﬁnm from the Prussian army of
~ ©ccupation to the restless working class
m who T;m now armed and
A . National Guard was an
- overwhelming proletarian militia
ﬁ:meimm ence of Paris during the
iege . Other civil organisations
of workers were also formed in this
period, such as the Montmartre Vigilance
Committee, which was to play a lead-
ing role in the organisation of the
Commune. Realising that for one class
~ to rule over another it must have a
~ monopoly on armed force, the French
‘bourgeoisie under the leadership of
- Thiers ordered the disarmament of the
Paris working class and its National
gﬁ However,
women had different ideas. Havin
survived the hardships of the Franco- ;
Prussian war and the siege of Paris,
they tﬂfh!:“ m:iiling to submit once
‘more to ection of capitali
‘exploitation. j e

-
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_ Th‘f?nﬂt only refused to lay down their
- &rms but went a step further and decided
4F to take full governmental power into
s In mid-March of 1871

o) .ﬂail 2, 1871.
g {‘ holl advance of
%" the ftricolor. Scene is

counterr

the Paris working men

Communards in tloreground, under red flag,
evolulionary Versailles troops flying
o barricade on the Ponf de Neuilly. Rev-

the Paris Commune was proclaimed.
The bourgeois government of Thiers and
its Bonapartist generals fled to Versailles
to set up house there in the name of all
France. The Parisian working class
and sections of the petit bourgeoisie
(small shop-keepers and republican
businessmen fearful of financial ruin
under the provisions of the treaty with
the Prussians) now elected to the
administrative body of the Commune by
universal suffrage, began to reorganise
the state apparatus to suit their own
needs.

The main alterations made to the state
were the abolition of a standin army
and conscription, institution
universal suffrage, all public offices to
b?. elective, reduction in wages of gll
civil servants to that of an average
competent worker, all public officers
to be recallable gt any time and the
separation of church from state and
secularisation of free, compulsory
education. Under the leadership of
the working men and women of Paris,
particularly those followers of Blanqui
and other Intemationalists, the
communards instituted further reforms
such as the abolition of night work for
bakers, the granting of certain pensions,
a4 moratorium on all debts, foreclosures
Oon mortgeges and rents on government-
owned buildings and houses, and the
re-opening of factories closed down
during the siege, under the control of
workers' associations.

However, due to its isolation from the
rest of France, the Commume weakened
and on May 25 1871 the troops of the
Versailles government launched a major
offensive against proletarian Paris. The
communards, men, women, children
and aged, fought heroically against the
mercenaries of Thiers but could not hold
out against such superior (in terms of
mumbers and equipment) forces. The
bloodbath that took place is excelled by
few others and the tens of thousands of
Pe-:arp‘.le killed, maimed, tortured,
imprisoned and exiled, show with what
zeal the bourgeoisie extract revenge
from those who would dare to challenge
their authority and dominance.

The communards' sacrifice was nct in
vain. Besides giving an impetus to their
fellow workers throughout the world to
struggle for self-emancipation, the
Commune provides the weorld proletariat,
oppressed and exploited, with an example
of what a working class, taking both
political and productive power into its
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arfillery fire
their barricade

olutionaries made o sortie but were driven bac

own hands undér its own dire

achieve, and more impmmcf:?yctﬁ
Commune's negative example, how to
advance and thereby more adequatel
defend the initial victories of the e
proletarian revolution, that of siezing
stale power and the ownership of the

means of production. The basic
rmistakes of the Commune must be noted
analysed and understood by the present '
da}r,irevnlutionary vanguard in'its pro-
Jection of a strategy for the socialist
revolution. The negatives of the
Commune example are firstly, its
failure to immediately expropriate the
basic means of production (the large
factories) and place them all under the
management of those who work in them.
Secondly, its failure to nationalise the
Bank of France and the larger credit
institutions. (They did put effective
control on pawn brokers). Thirdly, its
failure to carry out a vigorous political
and military attack on the rest of

France instead of using "moral example"
with an"appeal to "reason" and a "higher
justice". (Vestiges of bourgeois
influence amongst the ranks of the
workers in the form of "radical"
republicans and followers of such people
as Proudhon). Finally, that which
explains those listed above - the absence
of a revolutionary proletarian party
armed with Marxist theory and with mass
support of the working class.

This final point future revolutionary
soclalists like Lenin took very seriously
and from the negative example of the
Commune, were able to organise such a
party with mass support of the working
class and successfully led the Russian
proletariat and peasantry to victory in the
October revolution of 1917, and further-
more camried out a vigorous attack on the
counter-revolution of the Russian
bourgeoisie and the Western imperialists.
Lenin and the Bolsheviks also took the
positive examples of the Commune, like
the need for close ties between the
workers and soldiers and the need for
developing proletarian, democracy after
the revolution under the control of the
workers themselves.

Today in both the colonial and
imperialist segments of the world, as
well as in the bureaucratically
degenerated workers' states (USSR etc. ),
the revolutionary forces must

remember it, take example from it, and
fight for the same things now as the Paris
communards did in 1871, the emancipat-
ion of the working class and by it, the
emancipation of humanity as a whole.
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in a lierce engagemen! the Communards held
in lace of eli

te military units from Versailles

DIANNE FEELEY

One hundred years ago this Marc

working people of Paris took p
their own hands. In the words !
Communards, the workers "unders®

that it was their imperious duty Qs
absolute right to render themselvesss
master of their own destinies by S

upon the governmental power's &

With the average working womank
to labour thirteen hours a day for#
pittance - and having to buy herie
and thread out of her wages - it i
wonder that Parisian working wa
mobilised as a force on the side &
revolution. Excluded from citizf
deprived of an education, often
defrauded of their wages and for®
supplement them by prostitution ¥

were also kept under the yoke &
clergy. The story of the Pa :
of 1871 cannot be told withouk
to the role of women in it.
one of the Commume's great®
historians, and Marx, who @8
reyolutionary meaning of the

both pointed to the herolsm

In 1870 France and Prussia were
Napoleon Il was ca
Empire fell. Paris was sur
Prussian troops for 135 dayss
the countryside throughout
1890, the people of Paris fa
fuel shortages. To the tune
ballad they sang:

LI
T

Not a si.nglr: sSore . o 9
Has anything on display- o
Except in the bakﬂj; ldtchen,
Look wherever you may, ;
It won't do any good. 2
There's not even any wood-

a

.

One day a poor mother
Stands in line for a dole;
Out of wood and coal,

One day - one whole day.
She holds against her breast .
Her baby, frozen to death == =

Two members of the First [nte
Nathalie Lemel, uhmhbindﬂ
Michel, a teacher mguniud

>

kitchens. Lemel had previously organised
a cooperative called La Mermite, which
consolidated the various food, production
and consumer cooperatives, combining
these activities with political education.
During the winter of 1870, la ]'t'lermite
provided thousands with their daily meal.

The anisations set up during the sicge
of Pacgsglaid the foundation for the
Commune. Women organised their own
Vigilance Committee in Montmartre,
the political centre of the working class.
Clubs, many of them for women alone,
were also centres of intense actvity,
Louise Michel describes how she was
-'inﬂnmed by those revolutionary dis-
cussions: "I spent the finest hours of the
siege with the Montmartre Vigilance ;
ommittee and with the Club de la Patrie
SpDanger. One was a m;‘le r:e:ﬁ-: fully
ere, with the eling
:ne . 1.'hn:n ane's elemé‘:t); in the midst of

t-h’B. o L 5 MI\E for libﬂ“}'"' .

A lthough Wiese clubs were ordered dis-
banded by @ new bourgeois ent,
they were to Whring to an even fuller life
during the rev3figtion that was spon o
follow.

by war when the new
TS I:lplh.lllttd to

ngered by the

France was exhaust
govemment of Ado
Bismarck's harsh term!

! Michel recouuts:

surrounding countryside, and Paris

celebrated its moral victory.

In order to consolidate his government,
Thiers had to disarm the people of Paris.
He first moved to suppress the left-wing
press. A law regulating promissory
notes - leading to the financial ruin of
thousands - was passed. The
revolutionaries Blangqui and Flourens
were sentenced, in their absence, to
death. By the moming of March 18,
Thiers felt the situation was sufficiently

§# under control, and ordered the French

troops into the working-class districts of
Paris to remove the cannons.

Although the plans went smoothly at first,
it is oneof the small ironies of history
that the government's horses were late in
arriving. The delay allowed the people

§ of Montmartre to awake and spread the

alarm. The people of the district,
primarily women out on their moming's
errands, gathered around asking the

| troops and each other for information.

The crowd grew larger, becoming a
solid human blockade. Sensing the
militancy of the crowd, the general
ordered the troops to fire. But, as Louise
"March 18 was to -
witness the victory of the foreigners,
allies of the future king or emperor, or
that of the people. It witnessed the
latter. The army fratemised with the
people instead of shooting them down.
That triumph of the popular cause is
perhaps chiefly due to the intervention
of the women, who covered the artillery
with their own bodies, and even placed
themselves at the mumles of the guns, to
prevent the latter being fired".

Althcugh many of the leaders of the
Commune held backward views on women,
the Commune did begin to deal with the
concrete problems women faced. The
French section of the First International -
itself a minority within the Commune -
was dominated by Proudhon's reactionary
views on women, rather than on the
demand for women's equality held by
Marx.

Proudhon saw women as inferior to men
ph ysically, morally and intellectually.
As his natural inferior, a. woman must
subordinate herself to a man; marriage
alone could keep her safe. It is the
patural and just role of a man to dominate
his wife. With this reactiopary attitude
Proudhon influenced the French section
of the First International to such an
extent that in 1866 it presented a memo-
randum against the right of women to
wark.

Proudhon's theories justifying women ¢
oppression did not go unchallenged,
either by the feminists of his day, or by
other members of the Intemational.
However, what is significant is that in the
short life of the Commune, many women

id not heed his views and began to
:rgn.niu toward their liberation.

The Commune passed a series of measures
which were concrete steps forward for
women. Tenants could cancel their
lease, and could not be evicted for a
Ej:;laﬁ of time. Pawnshops were pro-
ited from selling their articles,
particularly tools, for without tools a
worker had no chance of employment.
et uud:' p to zﬁ?md&igﬂ
freely w w up : . .
clot.zn bedding,

bm&m};. I I:IIHM'

A 600 franc pension was granted to the
widow of any National Guard who had
been ulled defending the Commume,
and a smaller pension for each child,

In neither the case of the women nor of
the children was the Commume interésted
in the legal relationship. This decree,
dealing a blow to the clerical-feundal
institution of marriage, was, in the eyes
of Commumard Arthur Amould: "an

act of justice as well, for it is time to
have done with that iniquitous prejudice,
that legal barbarism, whirh - in what
roaay 1s called concuoinage as opposed

to legal mamage - stmkesonly at the
weak, the seduced woman and the
innocent child”.

In another decree, a food pensicn was
given to any woman who asked for
separation from her husband.

Consistent with the democratic nature

of the Commune, a commission of three
men and three women proposed secular,
free education for all children, based on
scientific principles. While the Comm-
une held power only two months, the
educational plans it outlined, and began
to set up, are a testimony to the power
of the revolitionary government.
Advocating the right of women to an
education, they established an orphanage,
and tumed a girls' school into an
experimental project. Recognising the
need to provide a technical education
for women, the government organised
workshops in some districts, where
young women would apprentice to a
trade. A professional school of
industrial arts was opened for women.

It gave instructions in drawing, sculpture
gnd carving.

A plan to recrganise day nurseries was
ocutlined. Seeing that the existing
nurseries were not organised for the
children, they suggested that nurseries
provide gardens, bird houses and brightly
coloured toys for the children. They
suggested that young women who enjoyed
working with children be assigned to
work in the nursery at the ratio of one
woman for every ten children.

A far reaching Communard decision was
the equalisation of teachers' salaries.
Under the leadership of Edward Vallant,
a brilliant scholar and later to become a
close friend of Karl Marx, the Commis-
sion of Education declared this measure
"seeing that the necessities of life are
a5 numerous and imperative for women
as for men, and, as far as education is
concerned, women's work is equal to
that of men". '

Unemployment was a major problem in
Paris from the fall of the Empire. The
cooperatives and workshops set up during
the siege of Paris provided the basis for
reaching out and caring for the thousands
of unemployed women. When even the
work of making National Guard uniforms
gave out, these workshops were trans-
formed into medical centres. Over-
coming the prejudice of many men,
these women organised the medical
teams, and were canteen workers and
soldiers of the Commume.

The Clubs, dishanded for a period under
the Thiers government, sprang to life
during the Paris Commune. Many of
them were open only to women. They
were the "stockpiles of fire and cqurage
~fcf the Communards. The topigs dis-

cussed varied from the role of wom
in the revolution, to the right of
divorce, to women's subjugation ¥
the Catholic thurch, to the p:f:k
prostitution. newspaper
Revohstion politique et sociale” devoted
a major portion of its space to these
discussions, as did several other papers.
As one of the editors wrote: .

. to halt the infus
"Il_:hl:iml!;l_:ul. e injustice

and prejudices of which women are

L

longer steal from them the work that is i
theirs by right, our danghters will no
longer sell their honour to the vilest
shopclerk . .. I shall never cease to
protest against the ill fate that the
egoism of modem society has imposed
upon them."

In additim to the Clubs, other forms of
women's organisations existed, There
was a women's section of the Montmartre
Vigilance Committee, the Union des
Femmes (Women's Union) (a section of
the International), and a variety of local
committees and societies. Their
functions varied. Some sent their best
speakers to agitate at the Clubs. The
Montmartre Vigilance Committee hunted
people who refused to defend the Commume,
ran workshops, aided impoverished
women and recruited women.

While setting up services within the city
was essential to the revohition, others
understood that it was necessary for Paris
to appeal to the provinces for support.
Andre Leo, a novelist and journalist,
wrote several such appeals herself. |
However, the Commune had lost its .
military advantage as early as April 4.

From that point onward, the Commumar~s'
energies were Increasingly involved in

fighting to maintain power. Despite the

heroism of the Commume, Paris itself

was invaded on May 21 by Thiers' army,

Louise Michel, one of the great figures
of the Commune, states that in the last
desperate battles within the sections of
Paris itself, the women "flinched at
nothing. They reconciled themselyes
much more speedily to the inevitable".
It took Thiers' troops ancther week to
break the resistance.

In the end, fifty thousand people were
executed or imprisoned; seventy thou-
sapd more had fled the country or
disappeared in a bloody orgy of ruling
class revedge. This slaughter was done
in the name of restoring "'law and order”.
The women, along with the men, were
rounded up and shot indiscriminately.
Over a thousand women were tried by
the military courts. Some were con-
demned to death on the basis of the most
fabricated testimony. Many were
accused of deliberately setting fires
although little evidence has ever been
uncovered to support this accusation.
Others, including Louise Michel, were
transported to New Caledonia. Freed

in the general amnesty of 1880, Michel
was later imprisoned again for leading

a demonstration demanding bread.

The history of the Commune illustrates
the validity of the conclusions drawn by
Andre Leo during the life of the Commune.
She pointed out that women had not
helped dethrone the Emperor and Geod
simply to let men take that place them-
selves. "The revolution means - since
we must take its side - liberty :nd
responsibility for every human eing,
with commeoa rights as their only limit
and without any pyivilege of race or sex".

The experience of 1871 showed the world
the power of women, organised and ready
to throw off their yoke of oppression. As
Louise Michel noted, "In rebellion alone
woman is at ease, trampling upon both

judice and sufferings. All intelligent
women will sooner or later rise in
rebellion”. .
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The document B
in Australia wﬂ:npteh;:t:fih’
and gave an analysis of ¢l e
of the war and the pﬂ:sente
fnti-war movement in Au]

mportant was the vindicati
st::g_egy of mass action and E&
I:3&-1‘%11;11z,I‘ue:h«;[:r}'m:»:;itiv:m to Aum-al'ii‘

) re was di i

pull the movement fu"::ss::t? Ii‘tfﬂl L
malaise , which was att:ribute '
absence of any unified action .
Past seven months, and the
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SOCIALIST YOUTH ALLIANCE
NATIONAL CONFERENCE

The Second National Conference of the
Socialist Youth Alliance was held in Mel-
bourne over the Easter weekend in April.
Ninety members and observers attended
Over the two days of the conference, coming
from centres as far afield as Sydney, Can-

_ berra, Hobart; Adelaide and Perth.

g3 In the period dating from the founding

' conference in August 1970, the organiz-

ation has doubled in size, and indications

and democratically centralized organiz-

pau g and the ACTU in the mass working class

movement. This whole document has
been made all the more relevent in the
light of increased union militancy and
strike activity over the last period and
the increased use of direct action in on-
the-job disputes, and the ability of the
ings on the left have yet to come to terms working class to be involved over politica]
with. The analysis of womens' present rather than merely economic issues. is plenty of eyid e
role in society and their historical role are still md"ﬂ:;i;l::;az Shgw he Tl
und the jg

‘A Socialist Strategy for Womens' Liber-
ation' was presented by Nita Keig.
Recognition of the revolutionary nature
of this struggle and its importance for all
socialists is something that many group-

tralian capitalism, as a client of US
irr1:|in_'::fi:1115!!1i finds itself obliged by
political and economic pressure to pay the
price of its basic subservience to foreign
capital. Unlike France and to some
extent Great Britain, Australian capital-
ism is not sufficiently independent of US
capital to allow it some sort of political
independence. But even if Australia had
a4 measure of economic independence, its
independent imperialist ambitions would
impel it into counter-revolutionary inter-
vention in South East Asia.

It is possible to overstate the importance
of Australia's client status with regard to
its military involvement in South East
Asia. Indeed, most analysts tend to rest
on this assumption far more than on the

. independent imperialist status, of Aus-

s X 3
B CRR are that thes rate of growth will accelerate

during the coming period. A strong branch EhQWEd the family to be the chief instit- Tht Eecopd day of the conference opened the war, and it rerma;
his been built in Melbourne and members - 0 OPpressing women and upholding W-H:h the intemational document 'The axitlo i S
: in Canberra, Hobart and Perth look forward C P talism. The strategy for building a World Revolution Today' presented by paalliatlit,
ik BRI e ot o formiing Fanctioning mass movement around womens' demands E*f;'!'.ldﬂ"hlm“- Th_;s document covered the

BRI Fhe bt Ritare. A lot of our \n i,i:en Jé the only way to eilfcctn'uh.' It ‘(‘m i n-._;l]'-?i the World Rﬂ'ﬂlutian*tﬂda}r_
Sticcess can be attributed to the increasing  7V° x-Ie wide layers of women in the ]JETLr ;* e advances made by the
sales of "Direct Action' which now hasa Stmtﬁg SURBILILE th? ARSI WILE Oppress- ‘rl‘l’T ;'f-’\'_:* Lol et B
€irculation of eight and a half thousand. fﬁ Itn-{, and to raise the confidence and :.. ‘fﬁi" C:mﬂt 1.W”I.;;j:]' }-‘hE il

g s . \ evel of consciousness of the movement. VOTKErS states and the advanced capitali

The conference was divided into six sess- It was realized that this important plank countries, in the most recent iodp u
lons, five devoted to the presentation and 5 e B

- x of o - R Ry
discussion of documents deal ing with diff- .:ouslszl; cﬂ:’nirs:n;fn;;f?nﬁ bI::mlbhtf g L
erent aspects of our program and organiz- organization mbers of our
Tt B the Lt session given qyer 1o Discussion of the Womens' 115 ]
reports from branches and the National eeation

document was followed
Office, and the election of a National - 5 wed by the present-
Eﬂmn;ittlzh ation of a document on the labour move-

ment, ‘entitled 'Australian Labof Move-
ment and Mass Radicalization - Perspec-
tives for the Future, by lan MacDougall.
It was felt that although our involvement
in the labn:_mr movement at this time could
only be minimal, and our contact chiefly
with young workers, we needed an orient-
ation for this sphere. Such a document
serves also as a valuable educational doc-
ment. ¢ covers briefly, post-war labour
history, Boing into its relationship with
the Intemational economy and internation-
al political developments. How the labour
movement has related to the radicalization
of youth and other sections of the society
in the past decade was also treated, along
with an analysis of the role of the ALP

e

.
Fi

'.The‘ last session was
inspiring of all from
Our organization .

branches show that
and we are gaining
all the time. G

Perhaps the mog
the point of viewa
Reports from all ol
wWe are gruwing _._.-
members in new a8

|
TEy
aa.-

The Financial Report defied all
laws of accounting and the final figuret
led to a call for a fund drive over the g @t
few months. The election of a Natios
Committee followed, and the Confems

concluded with the singing of the 'Inte
nationale’.

The central focus of the world revolution,
and the struggle glving main impetus to
the w?rldwide radicalization, remains
the Vietmhamese revolution, and our def-
ence of it remains perhaps our most im-
portant task. However, as the document
and the discussion which followed showed
the world revolution is breaking out in F
almost every part of the world. Every

day we hear of fresh struggles in the col-
onial world, and encouragingly more
political struggles in the ossified stalinist
states, for example in Poland and in
Czechoslovakia. The revolution in

the advanced capitalist countries is still
manifested mainly in student and youthful
struggles and in the anti-war movement.
As the document pointed out the crisis of
leadership still poses the greatest difficult-
ies to the success of the world revolution,
and , as a revolutionary socialist youth
organization, our task must be to help will appear in the mext issue.

AASS ACTION & THE
ANTIWAR MOVEMENT

A STRATEGY FOR SOCIALISTS |

Mt;w developments in the war in Indo-
. China during the last year indicate the
determination of both the Vietmamese

- The first paper, 'The New Radicalization
~ and the Role of SYA' was presented by
- Jim Percy. This document made an

~ analysis of the current radicalization

~amongst youth on a world wide scale,

e i'lf dmlq:meut in Australia so far. ]tand

- 2'so analysed the politics of the new rad-
 cals inﬂ;omted out the pitfalls of ref-

~ Ormist an ultraleftist politics, and also

st ssed the futility of working outside of
@ revolutionary organization. The second
‘part of the document dealt with the org-
Anizati onal forms of SYA, its program
and methods of work, pointing out the
‘need for an ideologically homogeneous

The National Office Report covered o
achievements over the past eight monts
including the production of five issuesd
'Direct Action', the sponsoring of two tm
by overseas speakers- Andrew Pulley and
Patti liyama, the holding of two natios
conferences, production of pamphlets

Slightly abridged reproductions of twoof
our conference documents appear in th
issue, one on the anti-war movement :
the Labour Moyement document. '.
Extracts from the three remaining doct

i

vl

you have to make it possible for
in Indo-China, to demand the withdrawik

: f
American imperialism to "saye il orces that are seeking to hold back the

Vietnamese revolution.

But contrary to thi i of these f f 3

HE imperialists. To the Vietnam s current of opinion, se forces from that country is thes

R e oal i clear - socialisn . the;w :l-.;:g;eﬂ ca;::;;mmue 1s practically The nature of the opposition to the war ES%:’:&E;‘;&&Y t;::- aid merI::}tlﬂ'!F.
L 3 = [ . IJPE 3 i ' ' - . e -

. ‘have shown little inclination to waver the liberation ﬁghter:r:ﬁgfr;;mbte}mt > In any given social setting must be association of mmi?tﬁ;nds};f e

.I.Da;l}'SEd in terms of whether the opposition
is either a product of the immediate needs
and demands of the broad masses or a
result of a process of political radicalisat-
ion of the vanguard, This analysis is of
paramount irmportance because, of course,
the nature of the anti-war sentiment in

Australia will determine the nature of the
movement built to express this sentiment.

from this path despite the m

! oat em
ngmatim from the aggressor ‘and th:le

. ﬁﬂli concerted pressure from their nomiral
~ allles, particularly the Soviet Union.

-

Americans with this demand, the US
ruling class is made to face the two

alternatives: either contin dicalis
ion of broader and bmaderun?;issi uside

the US if they stay in Indo~-China, ©
big political, social and military defe
in South East Asia if they get out.

: the most important
compromise: laying down their arms.
5o whatever the final combination for
ending the conflict, the revolutionaries
wii: holﬂ power. It is possible that they
will make istic political com-
promises, but they will hpuld power.

oy

~ Imore acute with eve ssing m
3 &y attempted escala%aun th:n fla;
~ hasfailed, and with each escalation the
- Opposition within the United States has

~ grown. That the imperialists should
persist with such fatal action indicates

of the situation fac ing
hl i-n-do“ China- ThE

By comparison with the United Stapes ™
anti-war movement in Australia 088
fecondary position. But its escef
character and demands are by no &
dissimilar. r

This evident truth is behind the recent
dﬂspet?lt{‘ invasions of Cambodis and
Laos, in the hope that in some way,

the balance may be upset in imperialism's
favour. But it keeps swinging to the

The international anti-war move ment has
two different origins and functions:

inside the aggressor countries and outside.,
Chtside, it i

the extremity
i T Fﬂaﬁ_ﬁr‘

-~ politicel price that i i Vietnamese and each esca lati Ao essentially a political .
AT3 im rlalism : 1 C5Ccalation poses S o : ) . k... 4 . . : :
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The intermational anti-war move ment 1
must therefore be reckoned w ith in an
assessment of the development of tl;:-
"_-hem:%m-:::r revolution. As the :
imperialists become more desperate, s
must the movement resolve to Te: |~tr
Strongly any further escalation and
press for an immediate w LL[u{_HJrr al of the

Indo-China can therefore be viewe
two ways. Firstly, Australian capil:
by and of itself, cannot afford to &
Semith East Asia to remove itself il
capitalist orbit. [Its attitude in this 1 el
direction is governed by its Imperﬂiﬁ
ambitions in Malaya, Singapore,; e
nesia, Fiji an. probably most im
of all, New Cuinea. Secondly;

BE the Paris negotiat

B oy tn{ind 4 way of m%ch?lfgma: i

. -; ’ ;mmse. T}.:ne Soviet bureaucracn,r

b be everything it could to push the
e letnamese revolut onaries in this .

Mm, pessing the claim in al)

_ that to end the war in Indo-China

their troops tmmediate |y
ally from Indo-Chin -8 }
the very practic
imperialism,
possibility

and uncondition-
the bigger becomes
1l dilemma of American
 and the Bigger become the
s ol victory for thi Vietnamese
reyvolution in the immediate
T ST
future. With such large amounts of US

mo -3 I 1
“HHEY, material and manpower involyed

UT Near

tralian capitalism. Meanwhile, the

. Australian ruling class is not so confused
on this question. Harold Holt, John Gorton
. and William McMahon have all on most
occasions been further to th e right of

| their statements on the war than have the
. successive US presidents or their spokes-
. men. And Gough Whitlam, representing
" the liberal alternative face of Australian
capitalism, has on many occasions
stated the Australian Labor PaLty's

i i intaining a milit

‘ ;“Eﬁ:?eﬂ'en ﬂff{:rn::unrth as JmS inga por-eﬂ;t
leagst.

~ It is in this light then that the task facing
Australian revolutionaries must be viewed.
Australia, as a semi-autonomous

- Salist olved in warious
P St A TEy milvtary,
political or economic, In various parts
of South East Asia. Its weakest link at
this point in time coincides with the
weakest link of the whole of world

.i

Socia

Vietnamese would not submit in the
sameé manner as had the Koreans.

There is no need to detail here the
effects that his heroic resistance has had
on Australian bourgeois hegemony. As
with the United States, Australian
society is divided over the moral and
political validity of its involvement in
Vietnam.

In Australia, the Vietnam conflict has
almost invariably been argued in moral
terms. Direct involvement by 19-year
olds in conscription has of course, some
bearing on the growing hostility towards
our involvement, but even this issue
has had an over-riding moral aspect with
those who are not, or can not, be
directly affected. But this difference
with the United States situation does not
affect the basic necessity for building
the same kind of anti-war movement
here. The opposition of the Australian
masses to the war still springs from their
immediate needs, precisely because the
solution to their moral objection is the
removal of Australian troops from Indo-
China. What should interest
revolutionaries, however, is the effect
such a withdrawal would have on the
objective intemational circumstances,
as well as its effect on Australian
imperialism. If we were able to force
the withdrawal of Australian troops,
there is no doubting the demoralising
effect it wounld have on the Australian
bourgeoisie, and the corresponding
heightening of the class struggle. The
Australian working class is at the moment
in the process of achieving a series of
victories over the capitalist class. A
defeat for Australian imperialist policy
in South East Asia would add a further

list
th

Ly

e e —

e ,
imperialism: Indo-China.

The relative smallness of Australia’s
troop contingent in Vietnam should not
be seen solely in terms of military
logistics: even if its size were increased
tenfold it would still pale in comparison
with the US commitment. The
Australian presence has therefore no
military value, but it has great import
as a political commitment. Ina world
scene where imperialism's blatant
aggressive face rapidly loses credibility
the United States needs all the allies it
can get, and, what is cqgall}'
important for this discussion, where
Australian capitalism''s own Interests
coincide with those of the United States,
it seizes the © ity to have these
interests defended by the greater
imperialist power for the minor price of
a token military and moral involvement
in the struggle.
Such an evaluation v;nuld ﬁl“ﬂ-ﬁb::n made
jan capitalists when
by Australian cap ki

ided to send troops
?;ES. And at that time their eyvaluation

of the political cost was correct, ©on=
sideringoﬂm actual number of t:m['::
involved, the general acceptance ‘;i %
most sectors of the society of Australia
role in the Pacific, particularly after
the success of the campaign in Malaya,
and the relative affluence and (‘iiﬂl-
cequent dormancy of the Auspatian

labour movement.

What the ruling class could not foresee,

however, was the success of the
liberation struggle in Vietnam, lﬂith:
resulting questions raised by the masse
throughout the world as to why the
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internationalist class dimension to
these victories. Equally important is the
effect that an Australian withdrawal would
have on US policy. It is almost certain
that an Australian withdrawal would also
ipitate a similar action by the New
aland government. In this eventuality,
the United States would no longer have
the active support of any other capitalist
country for its aggression in Indo-China.
International pressure and ptessure from
within the US would aggravate the
situation to an even higher dimension,
increasing the contradiction between the
two altematives {aced by the ruling
class, and stiffening the resolve of the
Vietmamese [ighters.

The anti-war movement in Australia has
therefore the potential for revolutionary
activity beyond its immediate subjective
aims. And this potential exceeds that of
any other political issue in this country

at this time. The war will remain a
major issue in Australian politics until
our are withdrawn. We as
revolutionaries should a this _
realitywith a view to defend the Vietnam-
ese revolution and, by so doing, inflict

a further derat;lipmﬁ and
through it, American
ghu{’reum, large sectors of

varie e
Australian society are opposed to their

mment's role in Indo-China. On two
Sccasions last year, 100,000 people took to
the streets with their de and for the o
immediate mmﬂlﬁwﬂ! E-' s [ndo-
of all A“m]jm and US troops

imperialism. Fora Ut
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of the Vietnamese and hasten the defeat
of imperialism,

In this respect then, our revolutionary
task is clear. While Australian troops
remain in Vietnam we must continue to
build the mass movement that calls for

Once we have decided on this political
task we can proceed to determine the
strategic formula that offers the best
chance of achieving our goals, The
method that Marxists have chosen in the
past is one which seelksto make the
support of the masses of the people felt,
that brings social forces into action.
This mass action approach has also been
the most effective means so far of
limiting the powers of the imperialists to
wage the war in Indo-China. It has also
proved to be the best method of moving
the new layers of radicalising youth from
a liberal approach to the war to one which
sees it as an imperialist war of aggression.

The anti-war movement to date has taken
many forms, from the individual draft-
card burning, through window-smashing
to massive peace marches in the streets.
By now, there is plenty of evidence to
show that it is the last form that has been
really effective in curbing the power of
imperialism and in involving wider and
wider layers in action. Short of outright
fascism, imperialism has not been able to
devise a means whereby it can ignore
large masses of people in the streets. The
individual acts of defiance of conscription
can be, and are ignored by the muling
class, and political capital can be gained
from window smashing. But a massive
show of strength cant be treated the
same way. You can't ignore 100, 000

and, as the hysterical attacks on

ople
f:st{;t;r's Moratorium show, the govern-

ment was forced to become involved.
This publicity value of massive numbers
has an effect on all layers of the
population.

The second reason these massive ;
marches are effective is because of their
intrinsic nature. They step outside the
bounds of usual parliamentary process.
They, by example, urge that politics is
more than voting. Direct action in the
strects mhiev;:u;m ;ndmmims 3::;:!:
of struggle. e on m s
their outlook about the ll.tliﬁlll n;tt-'ﬁods of
liam caticn. Itis on
E:u mmnmh!l ﬁ::ﬁﬂ revolutionaries have
2 chance to attract others to their ideas,
toe,xpldnﬂutthewuhnptq-nﬂmh.
but simply part of imperialism. Itis
here that the Left has a chance to leada

drawal d all troops, we must determine
the tactical and organitational means 1
‘used to implement this policy. '

The form that has proved most effective
and the one argued for by socialists is a
united front coalition of all the forces
who can agree on the central demand.
This form of organisation allows all
forces to help build the central rallies
and marches of the movement. The
Moratorium has been the widest
coalition yet erected and has shown that
it can mobilise the largest numbers yet.
No single tendency could hope to pull
even a proportion of the numbers on to
the street. The anti-war coalitions
achieve @ momentum of their own and
build the actions.

The umited front coalition will first of all

be a coalition of left-wing forces but will

also inchide from time to time forces

such as the Australia Party, who come to

agree with the central demand of the .
campaign. It is not a role of the Left to '
exclude these forces who agree with all
troops being withdrawn unconditionally.
It is certainly our job to see that their
political perspectives do not become the
dominant ones in the coalition. On the
other hand, their weight adds
enormously to the possibilities for '1
building really large sctioms.

Mass street demonstrations have shown
themselves to be the best way of drawing
the working class into action on the war
issue. In the past, whenever the working
class has been stirred into action, it has
expressed itself in the streets. The
Moratorium mass actions therefore pre-
sent to the workers a traditional method
of demonstrating their grievances.
Workers are not attracted by window
smashing or cop fighting or ultra-left
rhetoric, but as with the rest of the
population, when a certain level is
reached, they will tum up in numbers

in massive marches.

While the Australian anti-war movement

remains largely composed of youth and #
students, it must also be noted that the '
size of the marches in Melboume last

year showed that significant numbers of

workers were becoming active.

With this lesson seemingly lost on them,
various groupings within the movement
have begun opportunistically to argue in
favour of some sort of a "tum to the
workers". The formsl enunciation of
¢his policy has been in terms of the move-
ment making "the main direction of its
activities towards achieving a forthright
effort at all levels of the working class
and labour movement for mass
consciousness and action for the
(Moratorium) aims". We have no
quarrel with this policy so long as we are
agreed on what is understood to be the
anti-war movement. If the CF:ﬂgam
the sponsors, coordinating com es
and a few trade union leaders, E the

ls suggest nothing more a
Tmﬁiu thegild bureaucratic mode of
operation within certain sectors of the
industrial working cliss from which will
accrue limited gains at the expense of
the movement that we have thus far been
able to build. In their actions around
this "new" strategy, they significantly
leave the mass movement out of their
calculations. While this interpretation
of the "new" strategy is by no means
universal within the CPA and associated
trade unions, its present most vocal
pro ts have been partially succe ssful
in Sydney, and wholly successful in .
Melbourne, in undermining the basie
mass component of the movement. When
such a strategy is ¢ d tothe
strategy of mass action, it will become
increasingly difficult for the CPA to
demonstrate to the movement that it
really means business. It will m

urther delay the development of
Lﬂﬂﬂr mgbh strate for a L
. )
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transformation of the movement's com-
position, and it certainly must not be
done at the expense of the present
movement, no matter what its
composition. In this sense, the aim of
worker involvement should not be seen
@5 merely a transformation but as an
addition of the most Important sector of
e society to a movement which, even
' without this addition, plays a very
important role in the defence of the
Vietnamese revolution.
: that more can't be done to develop
H working class involvement in the anti-war
\ movement; only that the present moves

F.l

B e | et itk

S R N

0 Bigkar are either misapplied though maybe well
B S intentioned, or more probably a cynical
i 2 extension of inter-party and inter-union

L& bureaucratic squabbles.
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While the movement retains its mass
character, and at the same time involves
@5 many of these masses in its decision
making processes, attempts to divert the
movement along narrow blind alleys will
become less and less successful. This

~ democratic aspect of the movement is
© very important, and its development this
= far has indicated the relative ease with
which the movement dispenses itself of
those who have a more bureaucratic
approach and who are un d to ada
to the new demands of su;:Pf T;‘earge B
coalition.

During the last year's development of the
‘national anti-war coalition, different
. circumstances existing in different areas
. have resulted in the movement attaining
i ~varying levels of advancement. But it is
~ fair to say that most problems encount-
~ ered in one centre have been encounter

ol
et

e el although perhaps in varying d
e ed, t rying degrees
i“ié forms, in the other centres. 5‘?&2
~ members have been engaged in the same
- Stuggles against spontaneism, reformi
' -tal-kftmn, opportunism and stalinism
, I fli. u.entre: with varying degrees of

d of operation, but often this defeat—
_ mljr exhibited by the leaderships .t
concomitant of this attitude is impat-
Ce, also almost exclusive to the lead-
rships. This is where the struggle of
NOCracy is important. Too often
1O ‘mEnts have failed to divest them-

s of tired bureaucracies which are

® to meet the acceleratin
b Glans el g demands

‘has an intemational obligation to
up to the task presented it by the
€ struggle of the Vietnamese people.
€ member of this national revol-
mary socialist youth organization
1d be exempted from activity in
of the Vietnamese révolution .

r coalition to demand the rem
e oval of
- the obstacle in the way of the socialist
*m‘lﬂhm aﬁ Imlio-{".hina-, imperialist
~ mil itical i -
1 mmﬁﬁai po POwer in South

This is not to say

Following World War II there was a period
of intense unrest, brought about principally
by the inability of capitalism to readjust
to peacetime operations quickly enough
to give the warweary masses a style of
life equal to their expectations. In the
period 1946 to 1949 a series of economic
struggles of great intensity occurred with
a Labor federal government endeavouring
in all cases to channel them into the
arbitration system (and even tightening
the penal provisions to make the system
more effective against illegal strikes).

This period saw a marked rise in the
mumber of key industrial unions in the
met;l, transport, shipping, stevedoring,
engineering, clerical and other industries
coming under the direct control or strong
influence of the Commumist Party. It
culminated in the 1949 coal strike, which
brought the nation's economy to a halt
for seven weeks, and which was in fact a
head-on confrontation between the CPA
and the ALP for control of the entire
labour movement. This le was a
main contribiting factor in the fall of the
labor government and was a disaster from
any radical point of view. Its failure,
and the stabilisation of capitalism in the
early 1950's, coupled with widespread
acceptance by the masses of cold war
doctrines, marked the end of this period
of upsurge.

The CP went into retreat, and a pumber
of big unions - notably the Ironworkers,
Amalgamated Engineering and Clerks
unions threw out left-wing and commumist
leaders. However, despite the general air
of defensiveness on the Left through the
period up to the beginning of the Vietmam
war, the class struggle continued. The
years between were sprinkled with small-
scale struggles in the industries with the
worst capital-labour relations and saw
extended strikes by waterside workers,
glass and steel workers and by the Mt. Isa
miners.

However, it was a stable period because
capitalism had succeeded in convincing
the workers that it could deliver the goods.
The workers' goal was solely a bigger

slice of the cake. Strikes were effectively

controlled by the penal provisions of the
arbitration acts, rendering unions engaged
in strikes liable to fines of up to $1000 a
day, and giving bureaucrats of the Left
and the Right a beautiful excuse for living
the quiet life, in the three-part harmony
of office, arbitration court and hotel.
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PERSPECTIVES FOR THE FUTURE

The internal conditions in the trade unions
and the ALP since the war have been
dependent on the level of mass struggle

and unrest in the period.

ALP governments in the period i
_wishes of the party's meiershipgn:;d 4
affiliated unions, and did nothing to
abolish the penal clauses, or to alter the
deade ning system in favour of collective
bargaimng,_ or to encourage les
against capitalism that would lead the
masses out of apathy.

The ALP in the period went through an
evolution again attributable to the state
of mass consciousness. A rise in left-wing
influence up till the early 1950's was
{nllawed by a fall and the rise of the
industrial groups, which had been taken
over from the left-wing by Catholic
Actionists basing themselyes on the large
number of Catholics in the ALP and being
assisted by the extreme right-wing
political position of the church
internationally in the reign of Pius XII.

By 1954 the power of the extreme right-
wing Industrial Group movement was such
that the Evatt leadership of the parliam-
entary wing- by no means leftist - was
moved to outlaw it, which precipitated a
split in the party. For not only were the

groupers posing themselves as a strong
faction capable shortly of taking the party
over from within, they were taking the
party in such a right-wing direction

that they were threatening to alienate
a-large part of the working class (and

also the Protestant) vote. They were
creating the possibility of a leftist
breakaway or even a new party moving

in and capturing significant mass support.

The 1955 split was most pronounced in

its effects in Victoria. It produced a
mass exodus of right-wingers from the
party and the formation of the mass-based
DLP (which drew its policy inspirations
from the clerical-fascist doctrines of the
various Catholic Action organisations
headed by that subterranean master of
entrism, B. A. Santamaria). At the same
time DLP branches formed in the other
states, and a close affiliate formed in
Queensland. But it was only in Victoria
that the church leaders publicly urged
their flocks to vote for it in any
systematic and enthusiastic way.

In Victoria therefore, a left-wing "rump"
was left in control of the ALP - to the
torment of vote-seeking reformists ever
since. In NSW and elsewhere the right-
wing did not split out holus bolus, but
divided into two sections - the “stay in"
section - many of whom are now in
leading positions in the NSW ALP - and
the leavers, who set up other state
branches of the DLP. In NSW, the
Right remained the strongest in the A LP
and the DLP remained rel-':tiwly-' weak,

The period of quiescence in the 1950's

a D60 e eaws ale 3
nd 1960's saw also the entrenchment of

le f‘t and right-win g bureaucracies in the
unions and the ALP from whence they &
became more or less iremovable. :
Interest in the formal side
affairs on the part of the
a very low

of union
workers fell to
level = union meetings being
f;' nerally [:-'_n.rri-;' attended (with "_|H_~ -
[I;‘.CL'_FFN’“ ol on-the- Le ft
and Right bureaucrats alike found personal
ti'-"”‘i!-lihl; within the arbitrat

job meetings).

ion system,
and those on the Left showed no eao: mé
for Clarrie Q'Shea type conlront: li-:n of
this particular paper tiger [his was
d"'"T““‘ the fact that the Left has had the
!.-.Ir_m power right through the period to
L..'-.'|Iil'":'T.'JE the system by refusing to pay
l1_|1_-_=: and challg nging the syvetemn to ..;.u ]
officials and atte mpt to smash .|-1_u:'-n.-i-.‘
|'L.,='-‘v"-*.'!‘-, during the 13 t three vears wi
HEVE SCED A significant revival in milit-
ancy. ‘The position of the Left ha
-1-[L'|L'.‘,‘||.= ned everywhere (exc Pt 1o the
Liquor Trades 1 nion). MNotable swings
1.'"' the Left - y nich will have ilmo T.h
|I|.-".'_Ih.s';.'-il elleet: L the intemal life of
the ALP - havye ococurred in the Iran
workers i'l-lJu'i'.l'LJ-_--ll the ACT . ind mos
incredibly, in that right-wing roc K t
eternity, the AWU. :

working class industrial orgsa

whole thing was a gia ot
ot with f, n

@ paper tiger in the classic sense. & a0l

ROW we are in a period when the worldgg

class is makin endle &8
4 55 de iy £
system - and for !wmmﬁumdiaf_? -

give - pushing the system into deeper
financial and political crisis. Moreq e

the bourgeoisie and its government kng ?'::" -
that there is no way to bring the workis
class or the unions to heel. Their gres
test bluff, which has worked well sir
Menzies took office in 1950, has now
blown open. Despite attempts by &

reformists like Whitlam to defend and
retain it - with defence of the "integms
of the arbitration courts in the face o
bourgeois displeasure over the wage
the unions have screwed out of them -
whole thing is faced with the likeliho
on present trends, of being pushed ad
We are moving into a system of de fa
collective bargaining presided over by
emasculated arbitration courts. '

There haye been bigger industrial s
struggles in Australian history than the
O'Shea events - if the number of man 3

days lost are the criterion. Butinits B
own way this struggle, wagedbya
working class which has never been m
confident of its own capacities , which
has never been more technically com=
petent, and which has never been :
materially richer, must be countedas =
the most important struggle in the
industrial history of this country. For =
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while it resulted in less dislocation of
the economy, unlike other struggles
mass nature it ended in victory - and
outright political victory at that - for the =
working class. That the workers have ==
obviously been encouraged by this  SSSS
victory is shown by the present indus
crisis. It has shown the workers how
the minority which rules this society
really is. Never have they entered d
action with greater confidence in vie
than right now. :

As the capitalist system continues to {88
in both domestic and foreign affairs t0
meet the rising expectations of the =
workers we can see clearly the ‘f
ment of a swing to the Left Pﬂuﬁclﬂ
The reformist ALP has been voted inté:
office in South Australia and Westeras
Australia, has just missed out in NSWg
and on present trends will probably Wil
federally by 1972. &

Needless to say, whatever else happe®
ALP reformism, like that of the
Labour Party, will be unable to
af the basic ills of capitalism,

reformist leadership will attem
astride the contradictory forces
society, and attempt to confing
struggle within the possibilities

Ssystéem.

But this a,'l;_‘r;_--_; not mean fut‘_ﬂ,‘! "‘”l
it. It is torn with a mounting mﬂ
uncontrollable class struggle athe®
with the crisis of US imperialistiss
truggle of the Vietnamess Ees
leading more and more Australians
question its whole rationality = P";ﬂ 2
tic il!al'[-itj the younger ones ; on wh
it relies for acceptance - b

= -

|.-l'l'?1'.-|l,_

In the world system of impl'-'t'iﬂum" '
Australia now stands in a quite Pw.;t- s
and potentially unstable position. ~ed
the characteristics both of an advansEis
society and of a neo-colonys o

It is an advanced industrial society
classical sense - it has a high n‘nd.]li
living, low ratio of people to c#ﬁ-:ﬂ K
per capita output of steel, Emm mpt=
durables etc., high per capitd cﬂmf §. -
ion of clectric power, and @ high ond 8
urbanisgtion. It has a long traditi ol
nisation
struggle and has a mass working €18 !
political party. X

. .ln.k
SING

But at the same time, like any of the
countries of the third world, it relies for

. nearly all its foreign exchange on the

export of primary products and raw
materials. Like those countries, it is

at the mercy of the world market for these
goods - which is the most unreliable

~ market of all, as the ruin of Australian
- agriculture clearly shows. Economically,

Australia is moving into a relationship
with Japan clesely analogous to that of
say Chile or Venezuela to the USA: that
of supplier of minerals and primary

produce to an industrial giant - with all
the ecomemic disadvantages inherent in

“such a relationship.

Consequently, as the international contra-
dictions of world capitalism sharpen and
the third world economies are hit first

. ‘smongst them - despite the present

mineral bubble.

This is important, because the political
position of the ruling class has always been
based on the apathy and aquiescence of
the masses, not on their enthusiastic

and active support. In recent times we

have had very clear evidence of this.

Despite Vietnam, which according to
government propaganda is Australia's first
line of defence against the yellow hordes -
a domino which once toppled will topple
the rest in turn - we have yet to see any
sort of large pro-war or even pro-govern-
ment street demonstration. We can have
no doubt that reactionares would try
organising one, as they have tried in
America on several occasions, if they
thought there was a chance of success.

It is important because it is capitalism
itself which will eventually convince the
masses of the need to overthrow it - not
any socialist party or group even with all
the propaganda facilities it could have.

The task for the future is one getting
ourselves in a position to present a
transitional programme to the masses as
they rise out of apathy, not the more
difficult one of converting them from
active support for the capitalist system
and its form of govemment.

PERSPECTIVES

At this point in time we can base our per-
spectives for the future on the following
realities:

1. The working class, which is that
section of the population drawing its
income predominantly or wholly from
sale of its labour power (i.e. about 85%
of the population) has the latent power

to completely overwhelm the ruling

class of rural and urban capitalists. There
is also no strong petit bourgeoisie (small
capitalists) sufficient to form a power
base for a fascist movement as in Germany
in the 1930's. This class is being rapidly
exterminated as a class by the big
bourgeoisie. White collar workers are
continually moving closer to blue collar
workers in industrial outlook - and a
fascist movement could not be effectively
based on them either.
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Thus the last line of defence for Aus-
tralian capitalism is not a mass
reactionary movement (fascism) but the
continued aquiescence and apathy of the
working class itself.

2. "People's capitalism" - the idea
that the workers through buying shares in
private companies will come to share
common social attitudes with the
bourgeoisie - has proved a failure.
Recent experience has shown that workers
with z little free capital to invest in
shares are a minority - about 5% of the
working class - and because they have so
little capital they have to live through
speculative profits - not dividends.
Moreover, the recent share market
crashes have clearly shown the masses

the hollow nature of "people's capitalism”.

3. The contradictions within Australian
capitalism are sharpening. Small cap-
italists and farmers are continually
going out of business, and being taken
over by big capital. At the same time
the capacity of the economy to meet
the workers' demands is diminishing. '

4. The position of the Australian
bourgeoisie on the world market is
worsening steadily in relation to the
bourgeoisies of Japan, Europe and North
America. This is due to their reliance
for foreign exchange on minerals and
primary products, and to the tendency for
overseas capital to take over the growing
points of the economy - mineral and

oil exploration, automobiles, petro-
chemicals, chemicals, textiles, plastics,
electrical goods, electronics and com-
puting, business machines, etc. Also
the most profitable agriculture (like

the Northern Territory).

The economy is being tied to Japan's in
the manner outlined above, and Australia
has, like the imperalist dominatled
countries of the Third World, no hope of
moving much into the export of i
mamifactured goods - except where it is
acting as Asian base for an overseas

giant - e.g., in the growing automobile
export business.

5. Industrial expansion - which is
fundamental to capitalism - is seriously
affecting both the urban and rural
environments and the quality of life of
the population. But the system cannot
maximise profits and protect the
environment as well.

The sutomobile is easily the main con-
tributor to this decay. It is directly
responsible for 50% of air pollution,
virtually all the noise pollution an;:.tuﬂ
final form - - a great
g #'&:m of the envltm-ﬂ:
. of course is apart from the
s m:hrnf:;m appeal of cities
studded with chrome plate and duco
objects in the streets and gaily decorated
saleyanrds).

Indirectly, automobiles create an even
greater amount of pollution - because they
are chiefly responsible for the continual
expansion of the world's oil and steel
industries - the two filthiest.

Yet it is impossible for a capitalist
society to switch community iovestment
from cars to public transport without
plunging itself into depression - simply
because automobiles directly or indirectly
employ about 12% of the population. The

JOHN PRICE AND MIKE COLLINS (Melboume)

irratjionality of the plamming of modem
Australian cities is shown by the fact that
town planners the world over, now agree
that automobiles are a dead loss as a
system of mass transportation in urban
areas and favour public transport. Yet
our capitalist decision-makers continue to
channel most public investment into
expressways and leave public transport
starved for funds.

As the president of the Chamber of Auto-
mobile Mamifacturers said recently-
"The contimued growth of the Australian
car market is due to a mumber of factors,
particularly the lack of suitable public

transport”

Environmental decay is bringing large
numbers of previously non-political people
into de facto opposition to the system -
witness all the suburban associations
forming now to fight this phenomenan.

6. Life in capitalist society is becoming
increasingly distasteful to the masses as
they become more sophisticated. It is no
accident that it is among young people,
who have never known hard times and are
thus less prone to the acquisitive values
of their parents, that the alienation
engendered by the system is felt most
keenly, and who are now in a mass way
rejecting the conformist cultural values
of the older generation.

The explosion of youth culture, which
characteristically is made by young people
themselves, tends all the time to be taken
over by entrepreneurs and incorparated in
the system. But at the same time it can be
seen as the first stage of a developing

litical comscicusness = which is clearly
shown in the heavy swing of young voters
away from the Liberal-Country Farty
coalition, and in the predominantly
youthful composition of the Moratorium
movement.

Impartant in this process is the fact that
the hypocrisy of the capitalist system is
obvious to young people. The ideology
of "free enterprise” is shown to be false
by the blatant collusion of menopolies -
and government aquiescence in this, and
by the increasingly obvious need £l-::|r
planning to takeover from capitalist

anarchy.
Christianity, which historically has
moved from g position of ideological

p for feudalism to ome of ifying
:;ry form of capitalism, Bmﬂ
to conflict with capitalism. That is to

DEBBY PAYNE(Sydney)

7. Women are becoming rapidly
conscious of their inferior role in society,
and that existing social patterns prevent
them from realising anything near their
full potential in personality, sexuality
and intellect. The women's liberation
movement is the fastest rising star in

the political sky and is raising transitional
demands. It is also having a very healthy
effect on interpersonal relationships
generally within Left organisations.

8. Aborigines are becoming more
militant, and their demand for the retum
of their tribal lands could not be granted
without dealing a heavy blow to the
established property rights of the big
pastoral companies. This movement has
its foundations in the occupation by the
Gurindji people of their tribal lands on
Wave Hill Station, NT. Their continued
occupation of the Wattie Creek area has
stimulated other tribal groups to make
similar demands, from the Gove peninsula
to Victoria.

The aboriginal people, in the course of
lifting themselves out of the degrading,
marginal existence they have tolerated
for so long, are finding a new attraction
in their old tribal culture - which, under
the influence of European culture, they
have tended in the past to reject. Like
other ethnic minorities in the capitalist
world, they are finding new self dignity
in identifying with their race and cul-
tural traditions. They are also rejecting
the government's policy of "assimilation”.

The development of aboriginal conscious-
ness has oot kept pace with the struggles
of ethnic mincrities overseas. Unlike
American blacks, for example, they are
dispersed through small rural communities -
which hinders their development, both in
consciousness and organisation. Where
American blacks form a majority in some
American cities, aborigines are a tiny
minority in our cities. (One estimate
places the number of people of aboriginal
descent in Sydney, for example, as
between six and ten thousand. This is in
a pop ulation of three million).

The inherent anti-capitalist direction of
the aborigines' movement will be most
significant in the future in those areas
where aborigines have the greatest social
weight - particularly in the cattle industry
of tropical Australia.

9. Educational institutions at secondary
and tertiary level are radicalising their
students by concentrating them together

say, the teachings of Christianity reyxding and then attempting to condition them to

tion to materialist
values, on the brotherhood of mankind etc.
is leading many thinking Christians away
from the unthinking support of capitalism,
expansion of empire, colonial war etc.,
characteristic of previous generations.
This can be seen in the giéic;btﬁtwun

and clergy in atholic
Elt?mch,yi.:t:lgge mmmher of clergy and laity
involved in anti-war activity.

In the pop scene, Christianity is making
something of a comeback - and along
with Asian religions, astrology etc., is
one of the bodies of doctrine being con-
sidered by those who are repelled by the
world they see and want something
different to believe in. However, it is an
lndlvldull; reh i
Christianity that is reviving.
continue to m-

-

capitalist countries

take a passive place in a pyramidal,
oligarchic miﬁt}r. The students own
interests are treated as imrelevant. What
is nceded by the business interests con-
sciously served by universities, are
properly trained employees.

Consequently, university graduates are
amongst the most politically conscious
members of the contemporary worldng
class. c

10. Overseas developments, specifically,

i the colonial revolution ~;,':"
ii the upsurge in the advanced :

3_
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LABOR MOVEMENT & MASS
RADICALIZATION
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radicalise the Australian population. The politically, just as the original f‘hlmm_:alian
Vietnam experience om its own shows that intervention strengthened it. (This is

¥
§ political developments in this country, one reason why Whitlam and the ALP
h isolated es it is, cannot be considered Right have opposed withdrawal in the
' except in a world context. past. Given the political, rather than
} mi litary nature of the Australian commit-
% Future indications are that the whole Indo- ment, they don't want a political defeat
i China area faces a long period of for imperialism).
| b revolutionary guerrilla warfare, with
F imperialism fighting on as viciously and The task after the election of Whitlam
as long as it can against the revolutionary  (or whoever is leader) will be to see that
forces. ALP policy is carried out.
E & F At the same time, another colonial ;
§ BB BT G wwith The potential for even Domestically, an ALP victory WUl:lld not
] greater domestic impact in Australia alter the nature of Australian capitalism,
: looms in New Guinea. Extra tax revenue to the level of about
§ i $£200 million per year would provide some
H ;, P Australian imperialism in New Guinea improvement in social services, but
b 5 has already produced a mass movement that "-"E‘Uld F‘E nothing beside n:eeds.
5 in oppesition to it - the Mataungan Civil liberties would probably improve
5 il Association formed by the Tolai people [particularly for Commonwealth public
3 of the Cazelle Peninsula of New Britain. servants) and ASIO's star would wane a
In this one small area of New Guinea bit.

the Mataungan Association has already ik ks ’

successfully offered itself to the people as  4\s the crisis of capitalist society deepens,
a dual power alternative to the the ALP govern ment would probably
Administratifn's Multiracial Council and  Tespect the recent history of Wilson's

has staged tHt violent defence of tribal party in England - h?lding back improve-
land in the face of government settlement ~Ments in real wages in the "national
schemes (designed to create a class of interest" etc., and attempting to put s
native smallholders - the kulaks of the things over the masses that the bourgeoisie
Gazelle) and the violent occupation of would never dare do.

their cooperatively owned cocoa 1
distilleries, in resistance to government  Hiowever, a number of possible crisis

inspired trandfer to a private Tolai situations can be seen on the horizon:
company. the Indo-Chinese revolution, New Guinea,
domestic class struggle - over which the

The A dministration has been trying to ALP could split, producing a left-wing
train a native elite to run neo-colonialism  party with a mass base within which

~ for the Australian bourgeoisie after revolutionary Marxists could work with
direct colonial mle ends. Results, as the perspective of forming from it a
shown by the Tolai example, are not revolutionary mass party with a transitional
promising. For elite or not, the Tolai programme.
are the most advanced and radical people
in the area. A whole range of transitional demands

. based on the above analysis is possible,
‘Reactionary hopes for the future in New to be raised everywhere in the labour
Guinea depend on inter-tribal rivalries, IOvEcnt:
lingnistic differences, and the mass of :
the population (in the highlands) remaining 1hese include:
primitive and passive in the face of
imperialist plans for the development of l. Immediate withdrawal from Vietnam.
their country, in contrast with the more Smash the National Service Act.
advanced and radical coastal minorities.

2. Immediate seli-determination for

'ihe mg;ﬂi;nca of Africa in particular Papua and New Guinea.
ows that bourgeois "democracy" is
unstable in neo-colonies, and ﬂfat the :; i::;mkus‘ control and self management
alternative to continuing social Ty -
Eﬁﬁi&mgg e P 18 4. Price control by workers' industrial
- committees. Open inspection of com-

H 1
Given the development of a popular panies' books.

Eamdigyﬂg Eu;;ea almg the lines 5. Freedom of speech for all employees
e e alm&stungﬁaginlﬂﬁanm’ to be a constituted right: for them to be
ountry : cE Y DECOIE able to freely criticise in public the

involved in a colonial war: not - as in

_, 3 ' way their enterprise, public service
R E:iwacﬁin = 1“}‘:;:“1”““! but as the department, etc., operates without fear
g onary - of reprisal. Aboliton of ASIO. Files of

all domestic government departments to
be open for inspection by any citizen at
any time.

If a socialist reyolution should triumph in
the next few years in just one advanced
capitalist country (e.g., France), this
would have a fantastic effect on the
consciousness of the Australian population,
’?;S}:lgumﬂa political revolution in the
« Neither can be 1
= s, an be left out of our 7. Free public transport of sufficient
s frequency and comifort to be more
2 ; attractive to the population than use of
Bacnusg the position of capitalism in private cars for suburban travel. £
Australia (whether led by a Gorton,
McMahon or Whitlam) is worsening, there 8. Immediate abolition of all forms of

6. No alliances or trade, cultural or
sporting exchanges with South Africa.

from Vietnam would help weaken the US of present ownership.

PERCY (Melbourne )

IAN MACDOUGA L(Canbera)

15 @ strong possibility that the country discrimination against women in society.
will have a Labor government after the Free abortion on demand in public
next Federal elections. hospitals: free child care centres with

] properly qualiffed staff attached to work
As the ALP stands now, this would pro- places and under workers' contvol,
-,du;::l no more than the usual reformist '
results - except in foreign policy 9. Immediate i

: ’ . ate return to the aborigin:

where an ALP withdrawal of the troops people of their L:'li.".li L:::n_i:. rc;};:jsle']ti?-_js]

10. Free distribution of certain goods
and services, to be paid for out of tax
revenue, thus avoiding wastage of
resources in billing, collecting iucuey
plecemeal, accounting 2te., -
services like mails, gas, water,
electricity, intra-urban phone calls.

11. Education for all to meet everybody's
needs and interests. Abolition of
matriculation requirements to
universities. Staff-student control of
universities and high schools and of their
course contents. Government provision
of educational materials = books, TV
tapes etc., to those studying privately,

12. Abolition of all state and local
govemnmment obstacles to communal
living experiments for the benefit of
those wishing to set them up.

13. Abolition of all bairiers to migration
both ways between Australia and New
Guinea.

14. State provision of cultural complexes
for the pursuit of all forms of culture -
including free rock festivals ete., - to
eliminate undesirable commercialisation
of culture.

As well, there are many more specific
transitional demands related to specific
local and job conditions - e.g., there
are many gradations of workers'
control - from control of one aspect of
the production process to control of the
whole thing. But they are all
undigestible as far as capitalism is
concemned.

FUTURE TASKS

The ALP was originally set up by the
trade wmion movement to be its political
arm - which meant originally, and to a
large extent still does, its parliamentary
arm. This can be particularly easily
understood when we realise that the
lesson most people drew in the early part
of this century was that direct action

was not enough to secure social change.

However, since World War 11 par-
ticularly, the working class has increased
in strength and parliament has become
penipheral in much of the decision-
making affecting Australia's social and
economic development.

A1P governments have not by any means
given the trade unions, let alone the
working class, state power. The clearest
illustration is the [ailure of the last ALP
government in NSW to camry out ALP

and trade union policy and abolish the
penal clauses of the state arbitration act.

One small flexing of the muscles of the

working class and the penal clauses
disappeared - without what some expected
as a prior necessity = ALP majority in
both houses of parliament. Likewise,
the recent ACTU action which at one
blow smashed resale price maintenance
in the retail trade - and threw the bour-
geoisie into more confusion than it has
known in living memory - was done
against the wishes of the Liberal
govemment and without the need of an
ALP one,

he value of this type of action is that
it shows the working class its own strength,
Particularly in the case of the ACTU's
price war, rcaction was completely
disarmed because it could find no
credible argument that the form of the
.;ll_'.1i"T1 was against the public interest -
It Was an intensi |'} j:~'_'~|‘rt:|;n' 1s5ue with
obvious immediate benetit to EVery
worker in Australia. 'The bourgeois pol-
ititions and press were left pathetically

IM PERCY (Sydney)

arguing that this was | n
the strike weapon' [S:;idd
Was ever a proper one for thy
undermined the ALP by yg :
(ie. in parliament) and ele';-,
ects, and constituted ap :
parture from the preyio
of trade unions. (Sydney
The struggle now be gins: to gh
bourgeoisie that jt hasn't seen '
yet: to show that all sorts of i«
lead to popular strikes and that 2
d_ues not necessarily mean simp

tion from work. - 1

PRAGUE SOCIALISTS
SENTENCED

RUSSELL JOHNSON

. FROM SOCIA LIST ACTION(N.Z.)

ixtecen young Czechs, charged with The specific accusations against the

i Irotskyism", were convicted in a Prague "Trotskyites", cutlined in a communique
geourt March 19. The leader of the group, issued January 12, 1970, by the Czech
gter Uhl, was sentenced to four years in Ministry of the Interior, were entirely
iol. The others received prisons terms limited to the dissemination of ideas.

a trade union. It is not just nging from 12 months to 30 months. The students were charged with such
tion with a central offi an g 'crimes' as having "distributed various
writers, arbitration ad Ce, phone he prisoners were arrested in December publications", having maintained
union exists on the job‘rg:ﬁeé;tc B69. Agence France-Presse gave this WIiﬁCﬂé ﬁ_}'ﬂﬂ‘-‘—ﬁ ﬂhﬁd: and having

5 X ; received "Trotskyist literature" from out-
at all. The union is all the membe R =00 t© the case side Czechoslovakia. v

each particular site, and it is as

and as politically conscious as thy i January 1970, the Czech press re ported

covery of a "Trotskyist" organisation For the Stalinist bureaucrats in Prague and
stile to the state, whose aim was to Moscow, "Trotskyite" is used primarily

Cunseguenﬂy, we wnr}c to build sk pt the process of consolidation and as an epithet, synonymous with "heretic”
committees and consciousness of locs) B8 create a political crisis. Accordingto 1D the Inquisition of the Middle Ages. It
strength and ability to make decisi $he Prague daily, Rude Pravo, the goal may _reft:r to anyone in opposition to the
each work place. Our effért is to sl of this organisation, kmown as the totalitarian - minded party chiefs.
age workers to act for themselves- sy fifRevolutionary Socialist Party of Czechos , g :
trust parliaments, arbitration cc Bvakia' and arising from the so-called The Revolutionary Socialist Party, the
Qur industrial pm.g-nm- is Aeslge Revolutionary Youth Movement', was group thgt the defendents are s.arid to be-
build the workers' consciousness of thell# ‘overthrow the socialist regime not long to, 'called for the destruction of the
ability to control their own industries flenly in Czechoslovakia but also in other goveming bureaucracy as a social layer,
and to overcome the traditional burdesl#ocialist countries, including the Soviet and the introduction of self-management
to the working class itself involved iy J¥mion'. The newspaper also specified that through democratically elected workers'
conventional strike action. e this movement was mainly composed of councils at all levels of society. They

* ! 1 :-_Lu ents and young WD‘I‘:{EI'SI and that it declared their Sﬂlidﬂl’it“{ with revolution-
Examples of such forms of actir=w . & as act V‘E:“F“n)‘ among the steel ary struggles throughout the world.
1. Refusal of transport workers tof brkers, the printers, and among students', .

During the course of the trial, supporters
of the alleged Trotskyists waiting outside
the court-room were joined by the sons of
Ota Sling and Rudolf Slansky, two
scapegoats of the Stalinist purges of the
early fifties. They were refused entry to
the courtroom on the grounds that if all
those who held entry tickets were let in,
"the courtroom would overflow." This
provoked general ridicule from those in
the corridor.

fares.
2. Postal employees transmitting r
without stamps, refusing to transm
phone bills etc. g
3, Workers going on strike againstus
justifiable price increases on the p
their employers. - 3
4. Refusal to engage in environmentit
destruction.
5. Refusal to go on with normal wa
until the workers themselves hayeb ; T .
working conditions up to their owm e R - s .- The fact that the children of purge victims
standards of satisfaction. = . together with the supporters of young

6. Refusal by women workers to abi revolutionists fighting for workers'

any rules and regulations directed democracy, could mock Stalinist hangmen
them as women. ' in their own courtroom confirmed what the
7. Workers' control of standards of hearings themselves had indicated. The
into their own professions and tr time is gone when all-powerful prosecutors
workers themselves deciding who could vilify and slander the innocent

ified and who im't- regardless of victims of the bureaucracy, certain that

i these would be echoed by Stalinist
211- iﬁ;;ﬁiizim fronvbonrais parties around the world. Today, oaly

. the most degenerate pro-Moscow sects
(1,:,,: S TE rega:rdmdgtmﬁ would dare defend the persecution of
E;JP;J;EE; a;:htﬁ E‘;D;i if orker again the young revolutionary socialists in
T

. Prague.
er and foster reactionary craft prej
But if under capitalism there are {0

owwzeita | ATROBE UNIVERSITY

case for on the job control of them{
DARRYL HILLGROVE

Over the past year La Trobe has become over the death of Neil Collingbume was
one of Australia's most important ‘presented”. Police bashings on these
universities. This was due to the radical- two marches would have been ideal for
fsation that grew in 1970 after such events the "Maoist's" tactics because from these
TF arefetitionof events similar to last }rl:Iah
i 3 . of could take place. Hence, they cou
e gg;ﬁ“ﬂgﬂﬂfmﬁtﬂmﬁ;: ' say that "we caused the radicalisation of
hecause of the presence of two recruiting  last yean'. Thisis perhaps md“‘-‘dfjﬂf
Sfficals from the Army (June 16th. 1970)  true, but looking at the price of this
radicalisation (bashings and heavy iﬁﬁi&' ;
de,
1. A sit in three days later on the ground this is an irresponsible attitu ,
cor of the Adminﬁmﬁm. building, by philosophy could be du_unhed bi the .
students. This was over the vice~ equation, Bashed Dm“’:h hm'l'
tHancellor's refusal to accept student Revolution. Jl:lﬂ: in f?lrmlnghe; lmbcl
de mands on the nature and timing of the Rifle Club the'Maoists ;':.:1:11 i::I:t'
fisciplinary hearing against seven of the time high in Il:lhbtmrdit?- : ﬂi: = ec:f:n
demands are gaining wide Supg jents in Tuesdays occupation. g‘:é’;:?g&? T::f Emﬂl:aupltjinn of
Ed L RRERS — g .
curest way to behead the revolNEE RS | . Lot of 19 students, last septem- the university council rooms proposed by
hand leadership over to the : after :)t::on-wi:ldlng polict smashed  the ultra left. “The reason for the occup-
and the bourgeiosie. "3 _n;uc.h of about 200 students moving ation was the admission and exclusion
mck to the campus. The brutal police statute which prevented, on political

§sruption of a smaller "anti-imperialist"  grounds, three Mona .
: Iﬂ:l::]I week earlier, was the main Langer, and R. Hadden) enrollment at

In the labour movement our COU
organization will mainly be with.
workers and young members

Our task is to ally ourselves to
principled struggle around the 48
ands and tactics, recognizng &
ical consciousness is rising faster
young workers than among older CRER

The adoption of any part of
or tactics by the ALP or the ACIL S
unions does not decrease 1S valid
mean, as ultraleftists would have
the time has come to step UP &=
to one of demanding outright FEYSEE
Departure from a transitimﬂl' "y A
favour of a revolutionary oné g8 i

The immediate struggle 1518
popularity for tra nsitional dem

e £ . . The majority of
the b-..n_lrgt"Dl‘-lt‘ is thrown into S e behind ﬂ'l.is demonstration. A 1a Tr&ﬂ l.mi!ﬂ‘-'ﬂttf
them, made to look weak in F heeting of 800 students (the largest ever the mmu:: 3.-.: m;:tﬁ:isgh‘:l?::rr
the workers, and forced 1tSEESTIS Stended student meeting a La Trobe) this descrimination, st 2 )
acceding to them. The m’;:; ) - o8 sndemned the police action. occupation as @ negative
still withdrawal [ Vietnam:
NesiE: : 11 these events, and others relating to If an occupation had occumred then a few

1d be selected
- re presented by the media in well-known students wou
i :t]:ﬂ:fil t'u;rﬁ, which underplayed a out for suspension and thus a new issue

ly clouding
consciousness that was forming. would develop, complete g
l't‘tnt;e summer vac. the "Maoists" over the unfair 1?‘1:?11 Gw
ktaneists), the strongest left grouping intial issue. A ’ o _
t La Trobe, falsely believed that every occupation mm’: :h“:umﬁlmuml : e
.'. dy involved in last year's events had FUVEDICES BRE A

.  Hence they organised an "anti- :

: I:Eifi?:‘n" I:ilemu. early this year, to will be -;:E::r::;:f mﬁ;gmm

orthlands shopping centre. However, mk it ikt iy

slv about 70 marched and the demo. week, pre 5 s & g
:? fail Dissappointment again Patti liyama, ba ;,“_ ol

K cd f {an forum.  Two showings of "In the

: d for the "spontaneists” when a
u:::e ksTﬂtﬂ, they could only muster Year of the Pig" were

and our

' i ion
g police station. There a mot
mdemning the Victorian police force,

el 5 L
‘ .l
| E ~ ,

DAVE HOLMES (M Iboume )

D students to march to the west Heidl- mﬁammm mﬁlmﬂm* e

PETER WEISS

DAVE RILEY

We live in a new epoch it seems and Since the Marat/Sade he seems to have
although art, its forms and concerns, resolved this dichotomy. By 1966 he
doesn't precede the revolutionary wave had completed The Investigation, a

it certainly develops from it. Now at recreation of the Franklurt War Crime
large, changing theatres more often than  trials; an edited and extracted version
shoes, The Living Theatre drags its of the actual court text in 11 cantoes.
rituals of libemarian revolution from oue Instead of relying om any presentational
European audience to another. The group gimmickry Weiss concentrates on the

is confrontationist proffering slices of sheer weight of dialogue. "l worked
bizarre metaphysics and with a new with just words," he has said, "the
sensual mythology twines the alienated words of the victim's evidence, to wake
to eich other in group celebration of the these things up for us so that we co
Paradise Enow. Theatre of emotion, of inveﬁi-.;;;tE them"'.

touch - massage propaganda. ‘

In 1968 he visits north Viemam. Hi
committment broadens. Cne plan,
is the M : Vietmam Discourse, and a unique little
In CF)I‘ltraF‘t to tms 15 the Marxis = book on the DRV (Notes on the Cultura
tradition of the German-theatre, the Life of the Democratic Republic of

s = e : - -= e
tradition of Piscutor and J_:ra_u.lat._jx..nd Vietnam)are the results of that visit. In
more recently, of Peter Weiss. Best DTS e T

2 . . Ly 5 1 SCOUSE J'H.‘ mailntaimns that the war 15

known for his Marat/Sade, Weiss has

. W ] - \." Tk he conelnndes
developed a style of play construction imperialist. In Notes he conclu

and dialigue that synthesized the best of r.}_‘__f'_:" f"_”_'ltr,'_'_‘-' *1_‘_1!“' _t"f ‘-_ll'-' tnani proy !.ii-_r-.-
3 ; T P . e Da51E 10T the |"}t_ pla's '.::Il_'t.':-'l."; wil
that same tradition plus those surrealistic ‘o vedist. " -
elements of touchable spectacle that are Tt
his common source with the Living
Theatre. The Magat/Sade blends the
orgiastic’ intermittent ritual of sound and = v
sight with a thoroughgoing schizophrenic In early 1370, Peter Weiss finished his
dialogue between the main protagonists: _fi_ Yy the yet untranslated
Marat and de Sade. De Sade cansay [rotsky in Exile . By June Exile was a
1ighly controverial subject in the
Communist party press of Sweden where
_ Weiss lives. Later when the Moscow
I don't believe in idealists Stalinists joined the attack on Weiss'
who charge down blind alleys. interpretation of Trotsky's place in
| don't believe in the sacrifices revolution, the playwright was able to
that have been made for any cause. talk about the new ..‘l‘tl‘-d&‘_-:fﬁ between
I believe oaly in myself. dialectical thought and dogmatic

ossification. As the controversy rose
I'rotsky in Exile gaired the polemical

interest of another The [)c—EuD'r

If Weiss (A) is de Sade the other sel,

the unresolved dichotomy, is Marat With Trotsky in Exile the indecision
the revolutionary - Weiss (B) Jean Paul of his first political play, Marat/Sade
Marat can say: seems to be resolved into a firm

commitment to socialist revolution.

A gainst Nature's silence [ use action

In the vast indifference | iovent a There is no more de Sade. The protag-
meaniog onist now has no other self. Where

[ don't watch unmoved | untervene Marat was used as the antithesis of the
and say that this and this are wrong indulging ego (de Sade), Trotsky is

and | work to alter them and improve the histerical personage that must be

confirmed.

them.
"The New Course” is the title for the The situation is still not clearly defined
S Y.A. newssheet at La Trobe and so but the events of the next few weeks will

: T X enable a cohérence to emerge. As at La
far two issues have been distributed. The Loy e g L
issues of localised interest, and in fukure
S.Y.A. will attempt to develop from
these and move on  means of posing
transitional demands to create a real
revolutionary movement.

first explained our position and tactics
towards the anti-war movement, and the
second news sheet dealt with our rejection
of an occupation as being an effective
method of struggle against the university's
admission and exclusion statute.




- . JOHN BECHARA b,
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DirectAction: — .
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i R s TR N
@  MLES .:n bt ; 1'1,' e, o ON D:mascus
— _ . have been taking Hashemites to |
nfe Ao d S — . theij fi}mﬁm er the last events
-$ .]cmé: t igyery clear that the
Hashemites and sobje of the Arab

‘governments are not really against
Q;“Df’ the Pal an revolutionaries
. 2 see cnc col in the Palestinian
- ) A. Asl sal , they admit to m
DEFE | ~ W
the disaster in J , and that is that
— el 2 Mﬁkbﬁﬁ‘ng t it from a Pale
conodii s i am - They pere thinking thi
The following is an inte! -8 1 e J an@m:hh]eﬂmm stnible saly and ajs issh
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