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EDITORIAL

SPIES, U.S. IMPERIALISM &
AUSTRALIAN COMPLICITY

na

At the 1971 Launceston Federal
Labor Party conference, Gough
Whitlam himself moved the motion
which is present ALP policy on the
stationing of Australian roops over-
seas, i,e,, that they should only be
committed where there isa "clear
and public international agreement”.
In the case of the Australian troops
in Sin re the meaning was clear
- a I.aﬁ?};mtrmnent 'n'c%uld with-
draw them, Furthermore Mr, Whit-
lam gave an explicit undertaking

to do this in his pre-election policy
speech last year, Now Whitlam and
the ALP right are trying to mncﬁ

on their promise, However, the Labor
left, specifically the Victorian Soc-
ialist Left, is mobilising against
thiz attempted betrayal.

Despite the illusions they have
created, labor hasn't ended Aust-
ralia's Viemam complicity, The
troops are withdrawn but we still
provide electronic services to the
Americans, The Democratic Repub-
lic of Vietmam will be recognised,
but so is Thieu's bloodstained clique,
This is not why we put Labor in
office. Labor's electors want a clear
and complete break with Australia's
inyolvement in counterrevelution

in Asia,

Antiwar sentiment was a big factor
in Labor's December victory. In
their majority the Australian work-
ers and youth want an end to our
Vietnam complicity and want the
Vietnamese to be allowed to deter-
mine their own future free from
imperialist intervention, If Labor
is to keep faith with principle and
the hopes of its supporters the spy
base must be withdrawn. The Sing-
apore garrison must be withdrawn -
if one of its purposes was camou-
flage for the spy base, it wasalso
intended to help stamp out any fut-
wre "communist insurgency' in Sing-
apore or Malaysia, i.e,, to help
prop up an antidemocratic regime
against its own people (as in the
1948 "Emergency" in Malaya),
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The ALP government's "left" shift

of recent months now looks a little
threadbare, Mr, Whitlam's principles
of 1971 and even of three months
ago are not standing up too well to
the pressure of the defence establish-
ment and bourgeois opinion.
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For socialists in the ALP there is
only one principled course of action
- to demand that the Australian
garrison in Singapore, spy base and
all, be withdrawn immediately,
and Australian participation in ump-
¢rialist military amangements be
ended completely. Clearly, the
listening post spy base is integrated
into the general, American spear-
headed mperiaf]st offensive in
South East Asia, No party of the
Australian labour movement can
exercise anything but the most res-
olute opposition to such an operation,

The base's eavesdropping activities
arc unlikely to be directed towards
the “friendly" bourgeois dominated
countries of Singapore, Malaysia
or Indopesia, t would be the
point? Far more probably, it is
oriented towards the revolutionary
movements in Indochina. A swap
agreement provides for the turning
over of all such information to the
United States, Thus the base, in
all likelihood, constitutes an aspect
of Australia's continuing complicity
in the American aggression in Viet-
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Labor must break all Australian
involvement in attempts to prop up
the répressive capitalist regimes in
Asia, A Labor government should
withdraw Australia from all imper-
ialist military pacts, A Labor govern-
ment should place Australia on the
side of the workers and poor peasants
in Singapore, Vietnam and else-
where who are fighting for social
Jjustice and an end to their oppression,

The Socialist Left has shown the way
forward, The left in the ALP and
'f?l{ﬁgfzmurf mobilise to demand -

i w the troops from Singapore
now; disband the spy base; t:.mEtzlmT
Australia out of SEATO and ANZUS:;
end Australian complicity in Amer-
ica's continuing Indochina aggress-
ion,
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What the Vietnam
Accords Will Mean

BY NITA KEIG

" New possibliities for easing tension for
consolidating security and world peace
open now. The political settlement in
Vietnam can be expected to have a
positive effect on relations among stales
involved in one way, or another in events
in Indochina, Moreoyer, this shows it 1s
possible to find a solution to other con-
flicts, to liquidate the danger from exist-
ing hotbeds of war, above all in the
Middle East, . .

"A road for peaceful, democratic devel-
opment for upholding true independence
and for conducting Ll%-: policy of national
concord and unification opens before
South Viemam. . . « "

These words were not spoken by Nixon,
or Kissinger or any other spckesperson of
imperialism, but by Leonid Brezhnev,
General Secretary of the Communist
Party of the Soviet Union, as he addressed
a banquet honouring North Viemamese
negotiator Le Duc Tho on January 30,
At a similar fuinction for Le Duc Tho,
held in Peking two days later, Chinese
Premier Chou En Lai hailed the accords
as a "great victory" for a struggle that
had been waged under "difficult condit-
ions",

Speaking with obyious pride at seeing the
fruits of their diplomacy , the leaders of
theworld's two most powerful workers'
states described the Paris accords and the
cease-fire agreements, It is clear to
those who have observed the course of
the Vietnam war, particularly over the
past few years when U.S, aggression

has been unparalleled in its yiciousness,
that China and the Soviet Union have
played no small part in making these
conditions difficult, The outdated pature,
and limited quantities of war materiel
provided by the Soviet Union show up as
a tiny fraction.of the resources that the
United States has poured into the conflict,
on the side of reaction.

Ald from the Chinese workers' state has
also been Inadequate .. Following thé
mining of North Viemamese ports, China
controlled the flow of supplies to North
Viemam and used this to increase its
political leverage on Hanoi. Throughout
the war both powers have consistently
aided and abetted U, S, imperialism by
failing at any point to make it clear that
anmy attack on North Vietnam would be
considered an attack against themselves,
Washington was well aware that it had
valuable allies, and did not fail to tumn
to them when bombs proved ineffective
against the Viemamese, The culmination
of this complicity, the greatest public
betrayal of all, came with the official

visits of Nixon to both Moscow and Peking,

Betrayals of this kind and the enthusiasm
with which the leaders of the Soviet
Union and China greeted the signing of
the cease-fire accords, can only be
understood in the context of the Stalinist
policy of "peaceful coexistence"”, Both
of these bureaucratic leaderships want to
put an end to the Vietnam war, no
matter what the cost to the Vietnamese,
as quickly as possible in order to improve
relations with Washington, It is this
victory, rather than the victory of the
Vietmamese, that is being toasted in
Moscow and Peking,

Sino - Soviet rivalry nas played a signif-
lcant part in the dealings which have
taiken place to bring about this "peace™
China's concem about the increasing :
Soviet influence in South East Asia,
its desire to win the favour, .Lp,:'ir'-;l
Moscow, of U, S, imperialism, has been
dapparent in the Chinese press and in
public statements made by its leaders,

and

This rivalry, on both sides has meant
that in an effort to accomodate the
}:lcn-:;md: of U, S, imperialism, both
s T A& L ey LT -
vioscow and :Fl. king have been able to
pressure the North Vietnamese to accept
I e I g :
peace” conditions which, until rec ently
{uvc been totally unacceptable to them
e wriverle BT ;
rlu clt‘er words Nixon has succeeded in
playing one off against the other at the
expense of the Viemamese revolution
The P-.\_.n; accords are divided into two
BEDATILE DATIE - ARe cremn o
diii:;[-d-[‘_ parts - one concerns the con-
ons of the ceasefire and the other the
hﬂilﬂ-.._ll future of South Vietnam The
conditions of the ¢ |

_ fFasefire demand that
U.S. bombing of

the north '_-]Il_"U]xl imial

and that U, S, troops and materie]
should be withdrawn within sixty days,
North Vietnamese troops are Permitted

to remain in the south, but no new forces

may be introduced. North Vietnam myg
withdraw 1tz troops from Laos and Cam-
bodia, ending the use of the supply
routes through these countries, NLF
forces may receive materiel to kee
their supplies at their present leye],
Military prisoners from all sides will pe
returned within sixty days, The accords
recognise that two armies and two
administrations exist in South Vietmam
those of the PRG in some areas and of
the Thieu government in others, Each
is to remain in control of the areas it
now holds.

The "political" part of the accords calls
for free elections, release of political
prisoners and recognition of basic
democratic rights. The implementation
of these provisions is left entirely up 1o
the PRG and the Saigon regime, which
will set up a three-part National Couneil
of National Reconciliation and Concord,
Each party has the right of veto, It is
this council which is to hold new
elections, This is basically what is
contained in the provisions of the
accords, The agreement also states that
the " two South Vietnamese parties
undertake to respect the ceasefire and
maintain peace in South Vietnam,
settle all matters of contention through
negotiations and avoid all armed
conflicts",

What do these conditions mean,
particularly for the revolutionary forces?

Washington has ensured that Thieu has
CONTINUED ON PAGCE 8
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(s emerge from the
chnﬁt:ﬂl:? in the Labor Party
Australian spy base in
is the continued
Pow'd broad influence of the

ﬂsluclallst Left in the Party.
1fiq:l'ﬂ"h'“r {s that we see yet another
The otb tion of the amblvalent posit-
minﬂm Whitlam finds himself in - that of
mcmmmded Labor leader faced
mn'wci which seek to push him
ﬁ:ﬁhﬂ to the leit than he would like,
X o aspects are related because
t;;gct the basic mature of the ALP
they ** based on the organised labour
movements yet under a reformist
jeadership-
of stationing Australian
{ro0pS mﬁsia is a very E}cplmfiive ?m:,
the rising tide of nationa
ffﬁdﬂﬁmggms which are continuing
ut the region. With opposition
and amongst La;w E?Pmﬁ
to US and allied military
F“Ewmﬁ?gﬁ in Vietmam still  strong, the
;,eggres in the Labor movement as a
hole against any military intervention
H [ndonesia, Malaya, Singapore or
3 Kong are tremendous, Labor
m on bases in SE Asia is quite ex-
it, It states;
Pﬂc}'t' mltmlian :{on:cs should not be
committed overseas except subject to
clear and public interna tional agree-
ment. " :

1 agreement exists in the case of
I'hm;;esl‘ In the ALP policy speech
Whitlam unequivocally stated;

nThe Five Power arrangements do
ot require an Australian garrison in
Singapore; the battalion and battery
tere will not be replaced when they

mplete thﬂi.f tour of dut}’.

pesti
mquE

i the ALP

motion on the Singapore base
is? on, sponsored by the Socialist Left
1»d moved by Bill Hartley, which

the Victorian State Council of the
ALP (the main governing body in T_hat
sate) by about a two-thirds majority,
represented a broad cwrent of opinion
ia the Labor movement, The precise test
of the motion, which was reported by the
major dailies, reads;

"In view of the federal government's
pogressive foreign affairs steps, it is with
regret that we note the statements of the
Minister for Defence concerning the
retention of a large number of support
forces in Singapore, Bearing in mind the
tmagedy of Vietnam, we are most con-
cerned at the possible effects of contin-
ging military committments in Asia or
elsewhere.

"We are also of the view that the
Singapore government is anti-democratic
ind that Australian military association
with Singapore is incompatible with
Labor principles",

Not a single speaker dared to oppose
this motion in the State Council,

Eyen the govemment right wing was
demobilized,

Why was this? Basically because a
¥ast majority of the Labor moyement,
particuarly in Victoria is now, as a
msult of the experience of Viemam
ever a decade and the strength of the
inti-war movement, opposed to any
military involvement by Australian
forces outside this country. No Labor
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leadership can afford to ignore this,
The actions of Whitlam, Cameron and
Cairns during Nixon's terror bombing of
North Vietnam last December were a
response to this pressure, The magnif-
icent boycott actions of Australian
seamen and other trade unionists in
defense of the Vietmamese were an ex-
pression of the breadth and intensity of
this feeling in opposition to military
attacks against a colonial people fight-
ing for their freedom,

This was the feeling which spilled over
into opposition to Australia’s retention
of troops in Singapore, with its obvious
purpose of bolstering a dictorial regime
against its own pecple, However, this
general feeling can only be focussed
and made effective in the Labor Party
by a vigorous left-wing leadership cap-
able of mobilising support from various
sectors. As in the case of the Victorian
State Council motion supporting the
NLF in April last year it was the SL
which was able to do this. The strong
influence which the SL holds in the ALP
is reflected in the overwhelming vote
for its motion demanding withdrawal

of troops from Singapore. It is the pol-
itical strength which derives from fight-
ing in a disciplined way for principled
pelitical positions.

The SL has shown it is as much a force
as ever when it pushes hard and clearly
for left wing policies, The response of
the so-called "centre* group isalso
instructive here, Faced with the necess-
ity to stand up and be counted in the
State Council on a vital issue such as
this, many in the generally opportunist
centre were pullad rowards the left.
The lesson of this is that the Socialist
Left can grow significantly by reaching
the unattached and wavering elements
in the party. If it is able to catch the
imagination of the majority of the rad-
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Hartley & Lee Kuan Yew
icalised youth who are entering the ALP
in significant numbers then the [uture
of this organised left in the Labor Party
is very promising indeed.

The response of the big business press
i5 a sign of the potential threat they
feel from the SL. All the major dailies
attacked the SL and leading spokesman
Bill Hartley in quite vitriolic terms.
The "Australian” (February 13, 1373)
termed the SL motion "mischievous”
and a "trouble-making tactic". The
Melboumne "Age™ (February 13,1573)
in an editorial headed "Labor blood

flows again", after praising Party fact-
ions for their unity during the election
Cznipii'gﬂ:- decided that "the Victorian

Socialist Left retrieved its buried hatch-
et and sunk it firmly into Mr. Whitlam's
head," The nominally "pro-ALP" "Age"
understands the danger to "moderation"”
and "reaconableness" which the SL rep-
resents - that is not what it bargained
for when it backed Whitlam as PM, E
the liberal weekly "Nation Review’
showed its true colours by accusing
Hartley of "confused thinking" and of
"playing the role of a pale pink Che".

Vel

Rill Hartley defended himself well in
an article i—“ut‘li.;:hcd in the Melboume
WHerald" (February 16, 1973). He asked:
"[s the Labor govemment to rcﬂrlcct the
aspirations of those who elected it, and

the mass Labor movement which provides

its base?

80r is it reduced to the piteous con-
dition of being manipulated by a civil-
military security establishment whose
own bureaucratic interests, career poi-
ential and political sympathies lie pre-
dominantly with Labor's political oppon-
ents?

"QOr say, by instrumentalities like ASIO
whose ciisgm-:eful political past is ex-

We don't have to extol the 3
virtues of our paper since
rou have a copy in your
hands but it is the best anfl
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These are questions which are posed be-
fore Gough Whitlam and other govern-
ment leaders. Dr. Jim Calrns responded
with unequivocal support to Hartley's
regolution, Other ministers, incl
Dr. Moss Cass, Environment Minister,
Dr, Everingham, Health Minister, and
Gordon Bryant, Aboriginal Affairs Minis-
ter support the Victorlan stand, Whitlam
was left floundering, Faced with strong
pressure from the left, a potential revolt
in the ministry and the probability of
further movyes at the next Federal Cornfer-
ence, he sought to ease the presure by

Ing

leaking the true nature of the role of the
projected 400-600 remalining troops in
Singapore, That was, to cover an intell-
igence radio-monitoring base, operated
by the DSD (Defense Signals Division)

As described in the original "leaked"

report in the "National Times" (February
12-17) the DSD operates as a part of an
international electronics intelligence
"swap" linked to the National Security
Agency of the United States, As Fred
Erenchly, the reporter put it:

"Although DSD joined the UK USA (a
top secret intelligence treaty signed in

1247) under a Labor government its very
existence let alone its treaty arrange-

ments were not known by senior Labor
ministers when they won government
again 25 years after the treaty was signed.
There is some feeling among Labor min-

isters that the 1947 meaty is not only a
one-way operation in America's fayour,
but that operarations by an organisation
such as DSD in Singapore are not consist-

ent with Labor aims., "

To put it mildly indeed, Whitlam him
s&lf was thought to be against the spy
base, [ts removal has now be ffici
announced (which w £ i
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Snedden directed at the Prime Minister
shows the polarisation which has occurred
on this issue, "The Age"” (February 13,
1973) calls it the government's "first
inexcusable political blunder, "

This issue represents perhaps the first
serious test of strength between left and
right in the Labor Party since the elect-
ions, It is a real challenge to Whitlam's
leadership. The conclusion of this test
and the many more which will develop
with greater frequency will decide
whether the Labor leadership's temporary
shift to the left will be abruptly halted,
and whether the real left-wing alternat-
ive will be strengthened in the Party.
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tance to the state education systems is
necessary,

Teachers n

that Askin can project such an increase
while the state education system is 50
financially straitened,

BY STEVE PAINTER

For the first time since the depression

of the 1930s, substantial numbers of
teachers are unemployed in New South
Wales, 1,100 teachers are out of work,
ot becaise there are too many teachers,
but because the state government says
that it has no money to pay them.

The refusal of both the state and chcili;ll
overnments to shoulder their responsit=
ilities {n the education sphere was el-
oquently condemned recently by a group
of thirty teachers whwslngﬂl a
game of "political football" outside :
the Education Department headquarters
in Sydney, The game was between t[\j‘-"i'
teams, the federal government :mdr e
state government, One teacher Eﬂﬁr:'.: 88
running -:mnnn:nll:lqlr on l.hl.; game;m'ﬂn.
object of the game is simpl€. .+ »
51.|::I‘.'i\'¢ and diﬂmhiug. You should not
get caught with the football (symbolis-
ing teacher unemployment and over
crowded classes)and in no way should"
you let it get out to the public arena”,
After a few seconds the game was 5LOp=
ped because things were moving (o0
quickly. After a rest period it was start-
ed again with the bvo teams 'cllin at

‘\

The NSW Liberal Party government has
been eager to create confrontations
embarrassing to the federal Labor Party
government since Labor won the elect-
{on last December. The Liberals lmow
that popular feeling is running a gainst
them and they are desperate. This
could explain the attempt to foist the
burden of solying the NSW education
crisis onto the federal government.

Some of the teachers are experienced;
one has been teaching for fifteen years,
Others are fully qualified, having just
completed courses involving a umivers-
ity degree and a diploma of education. . _
Nevertheless, the education system 1s

in crisis not only in NSW but on a nat-
jonal scale, In Victoria overcrowding is
severe in many schools and ancient,
inadequate school buildings are in use.
Many immigrant students are unable to
receive necessary language fraining
because of a shortage of trained teachers.
It is obyious that federal financial assis-

¢ r, . 1 L
» ‘:__lEa ks P - i
s .

Classes in many NSW schools at the
present time contain over forty students,
a size which reduces the schools to little
more than child-minding centres and
makes meaningful education virtually
impossible, Enlightened bourgeois educ-
ationalists recommend classes of around
20 to 25, There is no shortage of work
for the unemployed teachers.

The state government claims that it has
no money to pay for the employment of
more teachers and has appealed to the
federal Minister for Education, Kim
Beazley, for a grant of $4.4 million to
pay the unemployed teachers. Beazley
replied that he had no power to make
such a grant and that the request would
have to be made from the NSW Premier
to the Prime Minister,

The claim of the NSW government that
it does not have the money sounds a
little strange in view of Premier Askin's
conduct during the recent by-election
campaigns. One of the promises he
made was that in the next budget the y y =

allocation of funds for private schools > | F e

{which are mainly run by churches) o < AR .8 ’ ;
- d o

would be increased by a total of $3.5 et

million, an increase of 40 percent. . , e I I8 e
Unemployed teachers stage a game of 'political football' outside the NSW Depart-

ment of Education building,

BHP at Prices Tribunal

the new financial year, it seems strange

BY SOL SALEY amount and a whole two months earlier.
Under Labor there are some restrictions.
The disappointment of the Company's
executives wasn't completely feigned.
This becomes evident when it is already
speculated that the government will
vigorously oppose| any other rise in the
next eighteen months,
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BHP'sarguments in advance. Finally, the
speed with which the inquiry took place
undoubtedly created a new record., Four-
teen days after the opening it was all
over with the report being released to
the public.

The Labor Attomey-General, Senator
Lionel M , has indicated that the
establishment of a Prices Justification
Tribunal is going to be the most import-
ant task of the new government. In the
meantime the inquiry into BHP's proposed
price rise has given an excellent preview
as 1o how effective or otherwise such a
tribunal can be,

BHF, having increased its prices by
3.790 in January 1970, by 8.0% in June
1971, and by 5,3% a year ago was
granted just under half the 7, 19 it
sought in its application, In contrast, the
ACTU which was granted nothing in

1971 and a meagre $2 in 1972 was grant-
ed nothing last December after having
to wait a lot longer than a fortnight ,
and after presenting a meticulous case,

(The tears the executive shed were quite
genuine; instead of increasing their prof-
its by $22.8 million it will go up by
onl?' $9,6 million,. a loss of $13.4

The inquiry by judge Moore was of course  million. Even hardened BHP executives
very much on an ad hoc basis. Assuchit can't take such 2*loss and keep smiling. )
contained certain features which are un- :
likely to be included in any future price-
fixing autherity. Nevertheless the major
lessons are there,

Primarily judge Moore's report has given
BHF a 3% price rise on the basis of very
limited information. Any union applying
for an increase in its award on the basis
of a similar amount of information is
likely to have its case thrown out of
court, Moreover BHP had several other
concessions granted to it; the parties
making submissions were not able to see

Much is being made of the likely impact
on prices, particularly by the "Austral-
lan Financial Review", They used fig-
ures calculated on the basis of an input-
output model constructed by a team of
Monash University economists headed

by Dave Evans, Technically the model

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S DAY

BY JENNY FERGUSON

On March 8, 1908, women garment wor-
kers demonstrated in the streets of New
York's Lower East Side against_long
working howrs, low pay, intolerable
- working conditions and for the vote,

On February 17, 1909, the first women's
day was organised in the United States,
Socialist women in cities from the Pacif-
¢ Ocean to the Atlantic organised dem-
onstrations and meetings to demand polit-
(dcal rights for women, In New York a
tr:::;;l;g of over 3,000 women adopted a
ution protesting against non-recogn- for bread, opposition to the Czarist
ition of women's right to vote, Autocracy, and Dp&ﬁ'ﬁ[ﬁﬂn to ti-f:.- wa rr;m
[

Wb e Eariits ord s tional Tl which sparked off Russian Revolution,
day by U, S, women gave a lead to other
women all over the world, The Second

International Conference of Socialist
Women was held in Copenha gen in 1910
where 100 women from seventeen count.

ries designated March 8§ fii =
B Hora Wi by v a5 official Inter

The first thing to be noted about the

price rise was that BHP wam't granted
what it asked for. Under a Liberal govern-
“ment there would have been no obstacle
‘to BHP raising its prices by the full

Two of the most significant March 8,
celebrations occurred in the next few
years. On that day in 1914 Clara Zetkin
(militant socialist leader) organised
thousands of women t o protest Germa ny's
pell mell course towards the First Warld
War, and Rosa Luxembourg was arrested

and convicted for speeches opposing the
coming imperialist war, SRk

THE RIGHT TO VOTE

The struggle for suffrage raised the whole
question of women's rights and status in
society and helped pave the way forward
to wider issues concerning women, The
earliest countries to achieve votes for
women were: Wyoming State (1869)
Australia (1902), Finland (1906), It also
for the first time brought women into
(ljj:ict political life i.e, anti-slavery bill
in America; great revolutionary s

in the USSR and China; the inr:}rusg]i-laglgtes
struggles - the development of the Labor
P_;thy and Federation in Australia ; the
fight against fascism in Europe.

On March 8, 1917, striking women text-
ile workers from the Vyborg District in
Petrograd held an International Women's

D&ﬂﬂmmmﬁnn centred around dem-
d

Today, International Women's Day ass-
umes greater significance than it has ever
had for the past fifry years, because the
new wave of feminism has once again
taken up the banner to continue the past
struggle for the full equality of » n,

It is difficult to trace the authentic hist-
ory of IWD in Australia, but it appears,
celebrations were held in Sydney in 1926
and in Melbourne in 1934, around the
demands for better working conditions reti
and peace,

The possibilities for building the Women's

s ll.ribcr.:atlﬂn Movement into 2 significant
BRISBAN[ fighting force for women's rights can be
Elﬁ!'ﬂxiwd L!:ruugh actions such as the
| demonstration planned for Melhourn
WOMEN'S COMMISSION RALLY March 10 and the ision orguaised

Commission organise

" 2 Tt b 4 ised
by 5y d.m‘,r Women's Liberatdon for the
following weekend.

TEACHER'S AUDITORIUM,
300 SUSSEX ST,

fl SAT MARCH 17, 10am to Spm.

SUN MARCH 18, 10am to 5,30pm,

TO REPEAL ALL ABORTION LAWS

KING GEORGE SQUARE
SATURDAY MARCH 10th, 10,00AM

A o -
We encourage all wo
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each other "You should do It, this (s
not our responsibility". After another
rest period the rules were changed for
the coming state by-elections, the
commentary on this part went; "Quick
nobody touch the political foothall. 1.
it out of sight, But jump up and down
show the public youwr exercises, ! !

As a result of the government's refusal
to employ the teachers, the Teachers!
Federation Council, composed of rep.
resentatives from all parts of the sta¢e
will meet on March 10 to consider
action, This could bring to a heag the
question of an application by the Nsw
Public Service Board (PSB) to dmmr
the Teachers' Federation as a unjop
The PSB earlier indefinitely ilﬂpend:ed
its application when the Teachers! Feq.
eration decided to discontinue its poli
of calling on teachers to refuse to take
classes aboye their normal work load,

The Liberal Party's neglect of the Nsw
education system is not new, they hyye
pursued their present policies oyer 5
long period of time. Both the rising i)
tancy of the teachers and the increasing
unrest among students give an indication
of the present situation in NSW schools,
Students attending- last years' seconds
students' strike in Sydney complained of
inadequate toilet facilities, overcrowded
classrooms, and authoritarian administ-
rative regimes among other things, The
unemployment of the teachers is only
another result of the Liberals! neglect,
The needs of industry for both unskilled
workers and trained technicians are
being adequately met by an education
system which sees no role for the schools
other than as glorified day care centres
which may or may not impart a minim-
al amount of knowledge depending on
the capabilities of the individual stud-
ents. The Liberals see no need for
change,

is probably flawless. What it does omit
is the tendency of capitalists to equalise
the rate of profit and for Australian
employers to follow each other in rais-
ing their prices in a similar way to that
of unions seeking a flow on. There is no
doubt that the impact on the Consumer
Price Index will be much more than the
0,03% figure calculated.

The lessons to be learnt by Australian
workers from the BHP inquiries will
retain their validity when the . Prices
Justification Tribunal is established,
The Tribunal can't halt inflation. Des-
pite claims to the contrary by Country
Party leader Anthony the Tribunal is
going to keep employers' profits as a
major criterion in making its decisions.
Quite obviously the standard of living of
the working class is not going to be
substantially protected. What is needed
is an escalator clause in all awards and
contracts, i,e, regular adjustments of

wages tied in to the cost of living index.

Day in the tradition of the earlier IWD
actions by making it a date associated
with feminist struggles and helping to

build these struggles and the movement
in the future,

MELBOURNE

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S DAY
MARCH ON MARCH 10,
CITY SQUARE: 10AM

\ﬂﬂTlggz

OITY SQUARE: 10am.
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AT

tween Australia and Indon-

be
-nel:i": good and the Prime Minist-

;'ﬁ:mit of
5 [ndonesian
ented 0D the vis

[ndonesia.

ents followed announcements

mm‘t:tgmml[an government giving
o sia a squadron of sabre jets and
L ise, revealed by Whitlam at his,

Febru-i'l",-" 6 press conference, that it
ﬁnl willing to make s_imilnr arrange-

nts as Were made with Singapore and
mehfﬂn"' In practical terms this means
s ible supplydcf h'ucimps, ia;:ili;i:s,

ino courses and equipment to

mt:nﬂéfi“ army, adding the finishing
touches 10 the policy of strengthening
relations with the Indonesian government

president Suharto comm-
it of Gough Whitlam to

. which was initlated by the previous

Liberal gwe.rment.

the progressive stances taken in

Iu-g:g: fpalicsr sl%fc.e the election u{ Labor
Jast year; exemplified by the decision to
withdraw the remaining aid and advisors
from Vietnam have tended to obscure
the more backward policies of the new

mment, We are now witnessing the
adverse effects of the practical applicat-
ion of Labor's attempts to make alliances
with "our Pacific neighbours', regardless
ofthe politics of those neighbours. There
s no clearer example of this than the
Whitlam government's willingness to
deal with the present government of
[sdonesia; in a government composed of
the most reactionary militarists,

fefore the visit Whitlam would do well
to take a cursory look at the recent
pitory of Indonesia and the methods of
Sgharto's dictatorship «

Using the fabricated pretext of "an att-
empted commumist coup", Suharto's
egime came to power in 1965 on the
gest of a waye of vicious bloodletting
igainst the left, During the following
months an estimated 500, CCO opponents
of the new government, mostly members
of the Indonesian Commumist PMZ'
were openly slaughtered, Since then the
regime has tolerated no opposition.
Anyone suspected of having sympathies
towards the left can be summarily
arrested and without trial, condemned to
detention for what could amount to the
rest of their lives.

At present there are something like

100, 000 political prisoners being held
throughout Indonesia, although the true
figure may be much higher. They are
kept in the most miserable conditions,
ind the majority have been in that sit-
mtion since the September events of
1965, There is virtually no hope that
they will be tried, and many face

fure death due to the disease - ridden
environment in which they are forced to
live, Whitlam should also take a look
it the report released by Amnesty Inter-
Bational over a year ago on the despic-
ible treatment of political prisoners in
Indonesia,

In this light it is interesting to look at
the statement made by the Niuginian
Prime Minister, Michael Somare, after
Mluming from a recent trip to Indonesia;
The Age" of Febuary 15 reported him as

Saying that his visit was to familiarise him

¥ith Indonesia and learn from it, as his
Country would be independent soon, "

The of alliance envisaged by Labor
Hnulmve the effect of legﬁm‘bi};in
and supporting one of the most bruta
EOVernments to arise in the twentieth
century, To be sure, Labor's foreign
licy is an improvement on that of the
lha[beﬂ ls, However it cannot be said that
Possibility of this sort of alliance was
‘“:;itd Ifmm the scheme laid down in
=election 1 1 i
i e e EJ-[:Srin::»:.i. Labor's foreign
:Elﬁh ftand dgainst the injustices perpet-
Atk by the dictatorial regimes in SE
BRA Taking such positions would pose
much of a threat to the status quoe,

IIL"‘H':F to those Labor sup
© Workers party on the basis of its

igmﬂh"l policies, to stand up and opp-
fuch alliances, Labor must end all
‘_t;]'::-é, military and economic ties i
— SEIVE 1o support a ruthless politica

Elt:htm,hil:‘ ﬂg'dit?sré its own peo iI::whu
Striving for a better way of life,

ors to make them even better."

srt of taking up positions

rs who voted
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ABORTION POLL

Australian Nationwide Opinion Polls

(ANOP) which very accurately predicted
last year's Federal election results, has
released the results of a national poll on
abortion.The poll reveals that eighty-six
percent of Australians fayour abortion on
demaind or in certain circumstances,

Twenty-{ive percent of people favoured
abortion on demand, sixty-one percent

favoured it in certain circumstances ‘These

circumstances included: (in order of pref-
erence) danger to the life and health of
the mother, danger to her mental health,
risk of physical or mental deformity to
the child, financial hardship, and the
woman being the victim of rape, unmar-
ried or immature , thirteen percent were
against abortion in any circumstances,
and one percent was undecided.

Upon examination of the religion of the
people interviewed in relation to their
views, it was clear that the minority who
opposed abortion in any circumstances
was: largely Catholic. Liberal voters

also tended to be conservative, and Labor Minister for Health, Dr Everingham has

voters progressive in their opinions. There

was little difference between the opinions

of women and of men,

Fifty-eight percent of people supported the

setting up of abortion clinics such as that
which Dr Bertram Wainer set up in Melb-
ourne recently, These results only con-

firm what was apparent at the time of the

elections- that there is overwhelming

support for the right of women to abortion.

The Labor Party can only follow in the
footsteps of the Supreme Court in the
United States, in repealing laws which
deny women the right to abortion, as the
feelings of people on this issue can only
become stronger.

INTERNATIONAL
ABORTION MEETING

Following from the news on January 22
that a2 majority of US Supreme Court

judges had decided in favour of giving
women almost complete legal Tights o

abortion, the Women's National Abortion

Action Coalition (WONAAC) held a vic-

tory rally on February 2 in an auditorium

at New York University.

More than 200 women and men filled the

auditorium which was decorated with a
large banner reading "1920- The Right
to Vote, 1973- The Right to Abortion -
The Struggle Continues, " Featured

lgium
speakers were Jean Touche from Belgi
apzfd Nicole Marie from the French Mouve-

ment de Liberation des Femmes(MLF-
Women's Liberation Movement) Tele-
ms were received from the Canadian
Women's Coalition to Repeal the Abor-
tion Laws and from the first conference

of the Women's National Aboftinn andCon-
traception Campaign in Britain, congrat-

ulating WONAAC and the abortion rights
movement for their achievement in in-
fluencing such a decision.
tulatory telegram was recel
imone de Beauvoir.

yved from

ere also read out, concerning a
;1::;:5 on the "[nt:rnm’:inml Struggle
for Abortion Rights" which WONAAC is

for March 10 in New York City p.0p written into the constitution, The and str
| Question of abortion was not even raised.

:El;kﬁ the place of the previ
scheduled International Abortion

days on March 9-11, This change of

Another con-

ibuna
which was to have taken place over three . ihe last convention, however, dis-

(Marie-Claire's mother who was also a
defendant in the case) and Claude Servan-
Schreiber a noted woman journalist for

Le Monde, the Paris daily, who, along
with Halimi is aleader of the French
abortion rights group Choisir (Choice),

in a particular way to accept a secondary
and submissive role in society and that |
this conditioning has led them to accept
inequality of education, low wages and
opportunity, We believe that the speclal
function of women in child-bearing has
been exploited by the capitalist state as
2 means of oppressing women, in that
they are forced to bear the full responsib-
ility of rearing children without adequate
and guaranteed support or protection for
the vital work that they do,

WONAAC feels that this meeting, which
will also hear speakers and messages from
all over the world on the struggle for
abortion, will be an excellent opportun-
ity for American women to express their
solidarity with the struggles in other

countries, "Recognising also that in a state in which

the moral code of a particular church is
enforced by law, women are denied the
right to control their own bodies and
uleimate destiny, . . . "

Gimoy Hildebrand of New York WONAAC,
who announced the plans for March 10,
told the audience, "The momentum of

a first victory is a powerful weapon which
we now hold, We have a responsibility

to wield it in support of our sisters around
the world and to further our own struggle.”

GOVT. GRANTS AID
FORFAMILY PLANNING  ~  cmcie m o o e

$350, 000 will be given to family planning (s3] social role and origins,
agencies by the Federal government, the

The call for the right of women to control
their own bodies is in fundamental
contradiction to the Catholic conception
of morality and the family. If the Official
republicans follow the principles set

forth in this preamble, they cannot help

Article 41 of the Free State constitution

announced, This is the first government o, ds:
assistance that such agencies have receiv- 1, 0

. 4 : n . 3w ey | - - -y Iy aE
ed. The Family Planning Association of 1. The State recognises the Family as

Australia will be given $200,000, a nat- the natural primary and fundamental

ional Catholic family planning agency unit group of Society, and as a moral

will be given $100, 000 and $50,000 will institution possessing inalienable and :

be distributed among other yoluntary org- imprescriptible rights, intecedent and

anizations who provide family planning superior to all positive law,

services, 2. The State, therefore, guarantees to
protect the Family in its constitution and

In speaking about the government's dec js- authority, as the necessary basis of social

order and as indispensable to the wellare

r TS AR SR et T
fon to grant this finapcial assistance, D _ id i
& of the Nation and the State.

Everingham said that the government
believed that every person should have
ready access to family planning advice
and said that Awstralia was trailing behind
about half the nations of the world on this
question,

1. In particular, the State recognises

that by her life within the home, woman
gives to the State a support without which :
the common good cannot be achieved,

2. The State shall, therefore, endeavour
to ensure that mothers shall not be obliged}
by economic necessity to engage in
labour to the neglect of their duties in

the home.

The provision of these services on a wide
scale will help avoid many unwanted
pregnancies and will aid women in their
efforts to gain complete control over their

fertility.
special care the institution of Marriage,

AHD FHEIS DEBnTES on which the .Fzmil}-' is .fn:lu.nded, and to
WOMEN'S LIBERATION R s L g

One of the most interesting discussions for the grant of a dissolution of marriage.
at the Oificial republican convention, 3, No person whose marriage has been
or ard fheis held in Dublin last Decem-  dissolved under the civil law of any other
ber 10-17 centred around women's state but is a subsisting valid marriage
liberation, The resolution put forward, under the law for the time being in force
and the discussion of it, revealed that within the jurisdiction of the Gu:r*.:‘c-nmmnt
a far more conscious and dialectical and Parliament established by this Con-
analysis was being made of this key stitution shall be E'-I.Pilblﬂ‘ of contracting
social issue, a valid marriage within that jurisdiction
during the lifetime of the other party to
the marriage so dissolved.”

3!
1, The State pledges itself to guard with

At the 1971 ard fheis, most of those
who spoke on the women's liberation
resolution were still nervous about
raising specifically women's demands,
ferring to view the female sex as
simply a disadvantaged part of the
working class with special economic
interests. Also, the strong influence of
the Catholic Church and its moral
values was very apparent, There was
obvious uneasiness about the demand
to legalise contraception, which, like
diyorce and abortion, is banned in the
South, where Roman Catholic teach-
on the family and morality have

Because of the religious underpinnings

of both Irish states, the women's liberation
issue has direct implications for the
struggle for a united Ireland, In fact, the
present feminist currents in Ireland seem
to have been given their initial push by
the development of the crisis in the
North;

Since it is in the area of morals and the
family that the church's power is mani-
fested most clearly and is most _rmnmd,
virtually every women's liberation dem-
s at the concrete influence of
Catholicism as an institution and as a
osophy, In the Irish context, more-
aver, such demands tend to have a gen-

nd thorough. eral antireligious thrust.

cussion was more serious a

because of the change . . bljcan women's liberation act- T, T T

D bt about by the Supreme Court de- ~iio Were clearly well on their way to A mas women's heouion maee
cision, the reduced pﬂtﬂ’:‘ml f;:n’;":l;g &aneﬁsiﬂci;"‘c‘hﬁ ;}"‘ﬂﬁ“ﬁ;‘:&n struggle that, by uniting the victims of a

tting large numbers 4 *  Catholic u : ete form of oppression, could bring
bR fng, speakemwill | RSk The preamble of the resolution other layers of soclety Lato the -
At the March 10 mee said: : a ta system that degrades all human
include Gisele Haliml (the Efenvﬂlgwer "Reco that both men and women 4,65 gpd aspirations,
who won the Marie-Claire i .,ngﬁ by the capitalist sy

ON
in France- see DIRECT ACTI
ﬂ:: 33) as well as Michelle Chevalier

ey
we believe that women are con tioned
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September 20 high school strike in Sydney, 1972,

High School Strike

BY MIKE JONES

Preparations are now going ahead in all
states for a national secondary students
strike on April 11, The strike is being
organised by wvarious groups affiliated to
the National Education Action Coalition,

In Sydney, the strike will be organised
by fle B’l’ Education Action G?:!up. The
EAG's coordinator is Manda Lenane, a
student at Sydney Girl's High, Manda,
who was elected at the February 4 meet-
ing of the EAG, has been active in the
students rights movement since the found-
ing of the EAG.

Press coverage of the movement has so
far been hostile, The Daily Mimor, for
example, ran an article on Manda which
concentrated exclusively on her staoking
habits, completely ignoring the fact
that she was the coordinator of an organ-
isation demanding democratic rights

for an extremely oppressed section of

the population,

It appears that the strategy of the estab-
lishment is to refuse to take the students
rights movement seriously. They cac
find no plausible way of attacking the

Eog:m of the EAG, so they attempt to
ugh

it off as the adolescent pranks of
a few "militmt Billy Bunters". (As one
report put it). Such an attitude, how-
ever, cannot last, Once it becomes ap-
rent that students are prepared to
ght for their rights in an organised way
the press and the establishment in gen-

~ eral will be forced to take them serious-

ly. Once students are re d as
people with serious needs and demands

their fight is half won,

Any students who are interested in fight-

. lag actively for their rights should conta-

Fowrth National Conference of the Social-
ist Youth Alliance, to be held in Sy

over the Easter long weekend (April 20 -
23). At the conference students and
young workers from across the country

N 1 will meet to discuss perspectives for the

- Em and about SYA, Asa

| revolutionary socialist movement in the

- coming year,
During enrolment week for first year

- | students at Nsw campuses, SYA activisw

newsheet) and telling students about
result of this activity many students

| (most just out of secondary school), have

'wifllntmﬂtihathndingthe

| Four resolutions and an international

- ! q‘hﬁm’ will be discussed at the conference,

K _-;; ~available from

el Sackalis: Strate
- | dent Revolt" explains the international

| education under capitalism,

@ of these resolutions, the seconda

A branches,
The secondary students resolution "A

gy for the Secondary Stu-

nature of the student movement and then
proceeds to examine the role of secondary

| It discusses
- Such matters as the discrimination against

] women in schools, relations between

 students and teachers, private schools,

- and the crisis of the bourgeois education

“Experts", It also runs over the hist
:m secondary student movement, the

mm of the September 20, 1972
action and the formation of the

ct the EAG at P,O, Box A444, Sydney
South, NSW 2001,

The first issue of the newsletter of the
MNational Education Action Coalition is
now available. It contains the proceed-

ings of the conference, and costs 5 cents,

If you would like a copy posted, send 5
cents, togetherWwith 7 cents postage to
PO Box A444 , Sydney South, 2001,

For further information:

SYDNEY Manda Lenape

Convenor, NSW Education Action Group
- PO Box A444, Sydney South 2001
BRISBANE: Tim Smith, 36 1599
Treasurer, Queensland Secondary
Students Union, PO Box 109, Indooropilly.
MELBOURNE: Ted Murphy, 477771
Representative, Victorian Education
Action Group, P.O, Box 130, Carlton
ADELAIDE: Bruce Hannaford, 564364
Convenor, SA Education Action Group,
c/- 1 Shirley Cres., West Beach, SA
CANBERRA: Jon West, 86 2760
President ACT Secondary Students Union
c/- 41 Waite St, Famrer, ACT
NATIONAL COORDINATOR: Mike Jomes
PO Box A444, Sydney South, 2001,

_——

HISTORY
OF THE

FOURTH INTERNATIONAL

For space reasons the fourteenth and final
instalment. of Pierre Frank's "Hist
Fourth International" has been held over
until the next issue. Readers who have

missed earlier instalments. may order back

copies of DIRECT ACTION at 10 cents a

copy, from 139 5t John's Rd, Glebe, 2037,

National Education Action Coalition,

It ends by pointing out some of the mis-
takes that the student movement has
made and showing how these mistakes
can be avoided in the future,

The campus resolution "A Socialist
Strategy for the Campuses" explains the
increasing tendency toward proletarian-
isation of intellectual labour under cap-
italism and points out how this leads the
students to identify increasingly with the
interests of the workers and other oppress-
ed social layers, It examines the main
tactics of the bowrgeoisie in attempting
to halt the student radicalisation - for
example the division of the students into
universities, colleges of advanced edu-
cation and teachers! colleges, and proj-
€cls some measures to combat these
tactics. It also assesses the lessons of the
La Trobe University Struggle of 1971 - 72
explains the position of the Australian.
Union of Students (AUS) and discusses
student government bodies and thelir im-

fcnnugl? As well, the document exam-

The resolution also explai .

ns th
need for links between the ca:l;.pusacs :1?1:1
outside social struggles, pérticularly the
need for student Support for workers'
tl:mggle:s and the gay, black, womens'
and anti-war movements,

ﬁf.ll of the documents to be presented at
the conference are action documents

They examine past experience and make
projections concemning the tasks of soci-
alists in the coming year, and how these
projections will be realized, This flows

ory of the

BY SOL SALBY

A new tone of complacency has been
introduced into the labour movement I
following the releases of the provisiona
umemployment figures, The Minister ]
for Labour Mr Cameron led the way when
he completely revised his own attitude.,
Only three weels earlier his main em-
phasis was on the large pool of the un-
employed. Now he attempts fo claim
credit on behalf of the Labor government
for the meagre improvements which have
taken place.

The actual figures themselves show that
unemployment féll in January by 1,_022
bringing it down to 135, 747 or 2. 3%. On
seasonally adjusted figures it fell by
6,494 to 94,435 which represents 1,667
of the work force, While it is true that
for the first time in 27 years unemploy-
ment fell in January and that the general
trend is probably downward no one should
fall into complacency, particularly if
all factors are considered.

The January memployment figures are
still the highest January figures to date.;
There are also several other factors
which tend to exaggerate the trend on
this occasion. These have been acknow-
ledged even by conservative writers such
as Alan Wood, the "Sydney Moming
Herald" economic writer, and even by
arch reactionaries like Maxwell Newton,

One of the factors involved is the intro-
duction of the Metropolitan Unemploy-
ment Relief Schemes, If the 2, 000

N.SW. By-

BY FRANS TIMMERMAN

The NSW state by-elections, held on
Febuary 17, in the country seats of
Hawkesbury, Byron and Armidale prov-
oked plenty of interest as a "barometer"
of support for the ALP,

The conservative Sun and Herald dailies
shailed the Liberal/Country Party victory
in all three seats as a "rebuff” to the
federal Labor government, This claim
is based on tle fact that the ALP vote
had dropped compared to the last feder-
al election figures in these seats.

This reasoning is not altogether accurate,
considering that electors were voting for
a state parliament and that these same

newspapers have just published Gallup
poll fi 5 showing that support for the
federal Labor government is up by one

per cent at the expense of the Liberals
and the DLP,

A more plausible reason for Labode's in-
ability to win any of these three seats

is the timid and conservative approach
of the NSW Labor leadership, It has
failed to provide any clearcut alternative

SYA 4th Conference Preparations

| Preparations are continuing for the

from our understanding that it is not
enough for socialists to merely discuss
the evils of capitalist society, we believe
that it is necessary to fully understand
what we are fighting against and what we
are fighting for and therefore we need
discussions such as our conference will to
provide. But once an understanding of
our tasks is reached, it is necessary for
soclalists to be active, to Involve them-
selves completely in the mass struggles
of the day and to seek to move these

Come
to the

Conference!

doin SYA!
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Easter, Please ge

N ]

I would like to joln

""""
...........
W
L]
...........
L ™
® "

i &
i ¥ om
" &
# & a
-

Post to SYA, 139 s¢ Johns Rd, Glebe

struggles forward in an anti-capitalist
direction,

That is what SYA is about, We are
seeking to lead the mass str
the oppressed toward the only solution

formation of socie
soclalism offers the only hope for the
future of humanity, If you belong in the
fight for the futwre, you belong in SYA
and at our 4th conference at Easter,

ttend the Socialist Youth Alliance Conference at
nd me more Information,

the Soclalist Youth Alliance.

PHONE | .

NSW

included with the unemployed
were in December then the :
be a thousand up, not down, Ag :
marked fall in seasonally adjm? “"!.‘
ployment, it is due mainly to the &m‘
faults of seasonal adjustment whyy iy
to underestimate unemploymnnt in E!nd
‘ember and January and overestimate g
ing the rest of the year, s

Seasonally adjusted unempl

now been falling steadily Eﬂ?:h?:m has
six months. The working clasg howe
can't afford to become complacent
about this issue. There are many facron
yet to intervene, Unémployment hae

also been falling in most oyersess e
tries but the international trade 2 ilm-
now once again in full swing, We “ct
yet to feel the impact of Nixon's byq
or the U, 5, devaluation, or for that il
matter the Australian revaluation of
December 23,

The labour movement has been Warned
about the possibility of unemploymeng
stabilising around the one hundred

sand mark, The Labor government e
should be forced to prevent thag hm_
ing. Everyone who seeks a job should he
able to obtain one. Nothing less thay
that is acceptable, Until such a situation
is achieved all measures necessary shoyld
be undertaken to reduce unemployment
These include comprehensive public
works schemes and the cutting down of
the working week without any loss of

Elections

to the reactionary Askin government,
For example, on the issue of abortion,
Hills and Co, went out of their way to
demonstrate that they were just as con-
servative as Askin on the issue, Yet on
a federal level, abortion was found to be
a clear vote-winner for the ALP,

However the vote in 'Hawkesbury and
Armidale showed a swing to Labor since
the state elections in Febuary '71; a
swing sufficient to unseat the government
if generalised for the whole state,

The already sha’y finances of the state
government will take a further battering
if Askin honours all the promises he made
to rural producers during the election
campaign, The handouts promised
amount to milliors -6f dollars per year in
the form of abolition of the road transport
co-ordination tax, and increased rebates
on mator vehicle and death duty taxes
for primary producers,

Clearly Askin was prepared to spend
plenty of money in order to sustain the

dwindling Country Party rump in the co-
alition government, 24 5

les of

their problems - the socialist trans-
ty. We believe that

............
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1510 richest capitalist
Their tukﬂ:atlutu
pegotiate nmbntl:etwun the world's major
and in doing so attempt to find
currenc 1;:’ticm to the international mon-
find ';&,wldch had by then reached
etary ons. Regardless of what
mlj:":iﬂad it was only a matter of time
e heightened international compet-
pefore d continued inflation on an inter-
{tion ﬂl A would erode the basis of
::T;ummr reached and undercut the

wﬂﬂe’ it [mmuliltl!d.

cement on February 13
g?g{},;';’;d‘m States had unilaterally

dollar by 109, and the sub-
gl th#dj:;tment of other currencies,

ﬂnﬂ; the monetary system propou-
pded at the Paris meeting were dealt a

blow.

now takes one step furt-
launched by the Pnit]:d
its "trading partners”,
e aﬁiﬂnthils, along with other meas-
simed at protecting American _I?min-
e its overseas competitors, Nixon
::M that "devaluation of the dollar is
:j a temporary solution, " Giving
“Ling that further protectionist meas-
vs can be expected, to "get a fair deal
snd a fair shake" for US capitalism, It
1ls0 gave a clear indication that further
tary crises are in the air, and
dhat the actors in the recent ma can
prepare for a return performance.

devaluation
her the trade war

ot phase of the crisis started in
:;b::ﬁhenPEumpe&n and Japanese mark-
¢ts were opened to a flood of US dullar.:-r,
1 speculators, anticipating a devaluation
i the near future, bought up other curre-
scies in order to register a profit. This
isllowed the release of figures which re-
yealed that the deficit in the US balance
of paym ents for 1972 was a massive

$6500 million.

What followed was a wild international
sy as the leading manipulators of the
mspective countries financial affairs
dched from meeting to meeéting, trying
o reach a solution. Eventually it was
wsolved that the dollar would be deval-
wd,

Following from this Japan decided, much
igainst its wishes, to "float the yen",
which by virtue of its position vis a vis
the dollar would mean a revalution.
By the 16th the yen had floated upward
to the point where it amounted to a 17%
revaluation. A step that both the United
ates and Europe had been after, for
it concretely makes Japanese goods
costlier on the world market and hence
less competitive, It came as no surprise
then, that the Ewropean financial barons
welcomed the devaluation, with the
fubsequent revaluation of the yen; as
*an intemational solution to the monet-
ary crisis", If only to add later that it
& of only a "temporary nature.” The
Australian dollar was kept at its present
'evel, much to the ire of the leading
Magnates of the mining and rural indust-
fies, This "sit-pat" stance in effect
means a revaluation against the dollar
of 11.1%, and taken with the previous
fevaloation means that the Australian
?“H" hﬂﬁ dppreciated by approximately
FRrelative to the US dollar, Quick to
applaud the Labor government's first
N‘i"{lmluun move the Australian bourg-
eolsie is now adopting a more cautious
Wilt and gee" approach, indicating that

E:em'::lr:hmam government should do the

Since Australia has
?t:llinn trade surplus with the United
185 it can be said that to a minor
€Dt it was part of the target at which
Valuation was aimed, The most
lhl;mnt effects to be gleaned from
il facto revaluation of the$A, how-
lh'nd:irf be seen as extending those
l'tnlua;wmg from the December 23rd
g on decision by Labor. These
ton iadP?JMdfd in an article "Revalua-
Bemployment" by David
in "DIRECT ACTION" No, 34,

:;ﬁii:tﬂaﬂy Stage it is still too soon to
Pt wesiéhc €ventual outcome of the
it Of financial manoeuvring.
Sertaly l‘-';-"'ftr the case rwo things will be
be hm:n im!y the "solution” will not
i B Iﬂ‘ll' It root causes in inflation
fg ldih-il!ﬁlllll‘}' to convert the dollar
the r,l]:; wWill not be erradicated from
A em, Furﬂmgthr: brunt of an
odi :;’tmequcnccs of the crisis will be
T ]lzy the rich of those countries
) but by their working classes,
h“’"sh fome form of incomes policies,

recorded a $400

or. other devices at the disposal of cap-
italism,

The objective of the 10% devaluation
was clearly to increase the compenitive
position of US business in r-:-,latmn to

its principal competition, in particular
Japan and to a lesser extent West
Germany who were continuing to retum
large trade surpluses with the United
States. It reflected the comparative
weakening of both the US and of the
dollar as an international currency which
the latest moves have definitively ended
as a stable world monetary standard.

reasons behind the downfall
Eft;fcﬂdr:ﬁar in a clearer light it is nec-
essary to observe the back%ﬂund to the
sent monetary crisis, a bac
marked by the increasing fallib
the present system.

ity of

After World War I , at the Bretton wt:ad:
conference a new international mn:mqia ry
m was established., The US dil:;lie rth :
iven a pivotal position to €na
r]‘;stglmbuilj' the capitalist economies
of Europe. The US dollar was made to
be "as good as gold” to allow US imp-
erialism to restore its competitors in
order to ayoid social upheaval and rev-
olution in Europe. .

- in its value for the

’ﬁ -
Ao the dollar to be inflexible in
its international role,

The basis for the continuation of the

Bretton Woods system was that the loss
of purchasing power of the dollar, due
to the permanent inflation, would be
less than that of other currencies, If
not, the supreme position of the dollar
would be eroded and the concomitant
imbalance would manifest itself in
gross deficits in this US balance of
payment, That is, imports from other
countries would far outstrip exports in
the economy of the most powerful nat-
ion in the world,

This is precisely what happened. West-
ern European countries, Japan and others
were able to strengthen their economies
to such anextent that the buying power
of the deutsch - mark and yen etc,

re decliningata rate less than thatof
t‘;: dollar, E%nsequently the US gal:m-
ce of payments deficit eted as
the competitiveness of US goods decl-
ined due to their comparatively inflated

pri:es.

This deterioration of the monetary sys-
tem and its eventual collapse was chel—
erated by the worsening ecenomic sit-
uation, reflected in the onset of

the 1969 - 72 recession. This necessit-
ated the drive for new trading markets

in foreign countries,

¢ action was needed by the United
?ﬁfﬁ to protect its position, Hence the
August 15 1971 announcement to float
the dollar (in fact devalue it) and, less
importantly, to codify what d defacto
been policy of not exchanging dollars
for gold. As well as this, a 109% sur-
charge was placed on all imports into

in an attempt to protect the
ﬁﬁu'ism“i from a flood of over-

P P-'.‘.'ﬁ:" = - oy
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seas commodities, This meant an open
declaration that the US was out to
make others pay for its economic troubles
- with the bone being unmistakab

pointed at Japan, December 18
meeting of nce Ministers followed ,
laying down a temporary compromise
situation. Japan and West Germany
revalued upwards 18, 5% and 12, ¥
respectively, although this was not as
much as the US had originally demanded,
Nixon was to glibly remark, " neither
victor nor vanquished, "

What Nixon was after with the Aug, 15
counter attack was to cut across the in-
roads made by European and Japanese
capital in the fields of rade, That is,
in concrete terms, to export unemploy-
ment to other countries and to increage
the export of US products as compared
with imports, thus reducing the enormous
balance of payments deficit.

No success was registered at all, The
balance of payments deficit is greater
than ever, Herein lies the basis of the
1096 devaluation, as well as the introduc-
tion of measures aimed at giving Nixon
greater powers to implement protectionist
legislation against the impact of mass-
ive quantities of foreign goods being im-
ported into the US, The failure of the
US to achieve all it aimed for on August
15, 1971, led to the need to take further
action against its competitors in an attem-
pt to force valuations upwards,

Nevertheless it would be wrong te deduce
from this as some do, that the capitalist
€conomy was or is on the verge of collap-

s¢, [In fact it can be cbserved that all
of the major capitalist countries are
emerging from the recent recession ex-
pecting to see increased growth in the
coming year, Industrial production has
already risen in the United States, Japan
and West Germany. And although we

have entered a long term period of

decline, in which crises like the one
from which we are
become more =-£'g111.li" ind severe, the
present period is marked by a conjun

recovery, even though it may be only

temporary and short lived,

JUST emerging will

The end of the capitalist recession dii
help US capitalism, Onp the contrary
seems to have had the opposite effect.
[ncreasing employment and income have
led to an increased demand for imports
of overseas goods which are still cheaper.
Further, the social crisis and the
ing militancy of the working class on an
international scale also has a strong im-
pact. The increased radicalisation
which reflects itself in increased work-
ing class militancy and a world-wide
tum to labour and social democratic par-
ties has meant some adjustment to

the capitalist way of thinking, Work-
ing class upsurges can be expected

now at a lower level of unemployment
than say ten years ago when similar rec-
essions took place. As a result, the
lowering of the total amount of unempl-
oyment in the major capitalist countries
has not reduced the need for shifting the
burden of unemployment onto other
people's shoulders.
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Latching on to monetary crises to imply
that a recession, or even a depression,
was in the offing is not only to ignore
the basic realities of the situation but
to deny a fundamental economic fact:
that is that monetary phenomena are
mere reflections of economic events,
not their cause,

It is more accurateto say that the pres-
ent monetary dealings were more in the
nature of an attempt to re-align curren-
cies to obtain the best competitive
advantage in the overall content of an
economic stabilisation, Nevertheless,
the prospects before the intemational
monetary system are very gloomy indeed.
Ernest Mandel cutlined these in a recent
article ("After the International Recession"
- see DA 35, February 8th, 1973, ) when
he wrote that:

" American imperialism will continue its
trade-war offensive, which will take on
a pronounced protectionist character in
several arcas, Nevertheless, inflation
continues at full steam, and with it the
attempts to gain some advantage by
adjustments in the rate of exchange |
(that is, by devaluations), This growing -
disorder in the international monetary #5ig
system threatens to halt extension of .
credit audaﬁntemt}lﬁ trade, Tl:e 3
imperialist powers w V& 10 régct,
Freedom to manipulate national :;maﬁq—_ R
ies will become increasingly limited,"

A little more than a month after the

writing of this article its analyses hay




ful coexistence"" with Waﬁﬂnmﬂ_

announced his decision not to nun for a oy
second term,
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F!Mﬂ b e hmﬁt again revealed in Hanol's offensive last  Vietminh forces were withdriwn to the

terms of political stability at home,
spring. The offensive came in between north, Now, North Vietuamese and NLF

country. This helped demobilise the

! BY BARRY SHEPPARD d even in the army itself, had it the course of the war, neither Moscow _ yea N
i struggle in the south, which gave the and eve g lties on In & Sy ERE concluded a dea) that - {¢ is _ i
: : : _ ir t forced U.S, troops to take casua were designed to placate Peking adequately defended the Viet- a X : now the two summit mee : y
i . :1; ;1?3:5 ?;f :]]1: ;&E?::;T s;fg;ﬁs ;1;:11-55 ; :tmg;ia:ﬂrialirtz time to build up their puppe the scale that would have b'jtg nfg:ﬂ“:?' ﬂtﬁ:vea:nmunt. Wa gtﬂnpwa: also :::;m : gpﬂllt!ﬂ l:e.‘:lr mﬂiﬁrﬂy. They pmn:n “:ﬂwﬂlhldwth:fﬂﬂm the Kremlin bﬂﬁlmﬂﬂf' e m m@mﬂ i:pﬂmgﬁfuﬁ ;.
( £ i to defeat the Viemamese. U,5, € i to buy time to continue the mili- led to form a front ona govern- sumn : . = ” -
et s o L) o3 o once s was accompllhd, Diem s Seu o et o 1004 etk came © e ot revaltionny orces 40 Sl fon i Bt Tove sgalat the Imperel O el iy s Thies armles began o crumble and e b s Touy, Pocus e
f¥d Washington's intervention has made this  regarded the provisions of the accords be more and more unacceptable o the (T Ty 'sa1gon regime was bullt up, But Hanof sx o aggression, Neither bullt an lntemational  ure, for the Hanof leadership to off 7t before the revolutionary advance, is armed to the teeth, Two mass!
% y rning democracy and elections, He  American people. nof ang g, ted antiwar action front, nor mobil- "separate P er to The Nixoa administration dm . b
g struggle the focal point of the world conce E cy adamang « . und / pa the military and politi now admits armed forces face each other
Ir ; struggle between imperialism and revol- launched a struggle to eliminate amy o i The Tet offensive had clearly demon- Kind ot againg {sed even their followers throughout the questions, " political that only massive U.S, intervention in :
#it ution, In turn, world politics is playing opposition and to reverse the mma}rﬂ.ng ;ﬂ:ﬂehanﬂw:r Eﬁiﬂ?ﬂ:ﬂir p s:;:icm strated that the Saigon regime was in- Hmf& dy p world, : the fmﬁ of bombing and the mining of Enormous lpmh!ems grip South Vietsam,
&3 a key role in shaping the course of events ;\::.x::suaﬂ.?r}f gi:i;.s ggglm&;“iaﬂr:nﬂ- ofsm:ﬁﬁ.: a4 mee;a i ey capable of defending itself against the regime fg s .8 ; The actual agreements arrived at in the iﬂﬂﬂhm mtetnamm ports saved the day There is little induwstry, Agriculture, the
i in Vietmam. ¥ er vietminh ¢ . C E.h SR R umtna Yot NLF and North Viemamese forces, U, S, and the Ny During Washington's p-by-step escal- summit meetings are shroyded fa e . backbone of the nation, Is massively
f, : important were his efforts to reverse the and sensi em to reac %is i m‘iﬁ bore the brunt of the fighting, A i) ation of the war, neither indicated that But thelr broad outlines are be crecy. disrupted,
! 1! ; To undﬂﬁlﬂnd what this new stage means, land reform the peasants had made in -_athcr i.l'I]Eﬂl‘i.‘llﬁt adventures, Unti Saignn's army and regime could be ﬂ;t sﬂﬁle m st il S aka on m Vietnam "ﬂ'ollld be more !Fp;m w;ﬂﬂn cm:ning_ The offensive ;g,',ﬂn dgmmted l'.th
- :'j e the a.ﬂ:md.-; have ft-:hhﬂhlii?;c?d ifntahee such areas, true in the U, S. srengthened, any settlement nti:he war . al considered as an mck au:ttl;h: Smrie:ﬂly willing to recognise - g:‘:“ ’PP';;“ s Viﬁ‘ﬂ::ltr;gﬂglwu not enough to The laccn-:is solve none of the social
B, . overall context of the o war i : ; would be very dangerous from imp- ] + Wash- Union or China, m espec overturns of 1isn porarily - prese gon regime, Politcal problems that have been at the root of
_. ‘fi -.i and world politics. Against D;emi? Wu;:?;:ﬁﬁ“an,ﬂ::sm- Th;;?;;ﬁnhiﬁmrt::‘;;;::lﬁgc erialist point of view. Eﬂﬁwh the Lo fgee=*" W gmphﬂ'“’d in the ﬂ:;ﬁ of the Soviet after World ?ﬁﬁ i &t?;t‘:’eghm E"’m h:'iht: be Ea?mmd to secure an the war, Including land reform, political
L L SOCe opce again ap ong a = Voured ik to cEmen t wo d SHcE . an
: {l : " ®  Beginning with resistance to Japanese masses. Scattered at first, the resistance  alisation in this country. Attitudes of lEdeins he had Secure the e, o 204 Union, ‘mﬁ;iﬁf = PPRERLO deter and Eastern Earope, as well as in the Wg::hl.ngtunl; tatis[actlg:atlil;:f;msr r:;:;‘;"ﬁl national independence, and
o 1 m%cﬁa?gm“ in World War II, the Viet- became widespread by the late 1950s, In  distrust toward the government run deep, }'}::ﬂﬂitﬁ?ﬁaifil:if;mi wga:.nin hi: Peking, Syl 5 aul o7 hr:sd— U.S. impe . mt:];fn;e VRIS il Couicess- T Bioopl CHoli oot atts ol o Saiga:nar;-ry cation,
” i mamese revolution has continued almost 1960 the National Liberatinjr_l? Front was Disaffection wil:hﬂlcapitalm authority has first months in office he intensified mili- E::‘t?fawm | o ﬁ:ﬂ As was indicated in Par_ﬁ after page of granted to these countries, The altemative, Nixon threatened, ” Millions of Vietmamese have been dis
> 4 w;dth::t mmﬁfﬁﬁ‘gi-:ahrs Fﬁﬂ;ieif'dthe f?::'éﬁffﬁfﬁe;ﬁgnﬁmﬂ?:gnn spilled over to other areas. tary pressure on the Vietmamese, and i 2 b::g:::ﬂ : the Pentagon papers, strategists in In return, imperialism expects S, E‘-‘lﬂ b:ldiumf-ncd, massive bombing located by the war, mostly peasants
B a een pa upsur gt c : U.S. lties mounted, Then, in greem t gton would not have pressed their e bureau- t would "wipe out" North Vietmam, forced Into the citles or ref 3
ii g ¥ colonial masses. sopthern part of the counftry. Pﬁ;&‘gl'z[{izﬂf}?g:&;fﬁ; mass:cs::s mm::ﬂo?lﬂﬁﬂi, he announce; lthn:hli S. wﬂ"‘&? QF rt::h:tnm North Vietnam if the Soviet $frhi:.filnucm::d§; mg il Millions will want to - 1r§dufr:.§fcfrr13um
. 1 The coloutal revolution on d world $ca'es  p 4565 the civil war had reached the S will ok b SRk TTetai T troops would be gradually replaced by a e bweau- Union had made the same committment  help prevent any further overtins of Moscow decided to go ahead with the P I e ey WThich WLl oFGn b 1
i as in Vietnam, was given 4 mighty ot 0, B3t in spite of U, S, aid - materiel, further ties the hands of the imperialist  @eatly beefed-up Saigon army. A prog- eraie peking  to Hanol that it has to Eastern Europe, capitalism, {ncluding tn South Viemam, it meeting, stabbing the Vietmam- ~ 2r¢as under NLF control. Thieu is attempt-
IR o T e pachl s, and limied " poley-maker Nikon ireaeas 1o aer. e vat lownchid (o sreogtien che i 1 this worls o Souh Vietam, Waskog.  Mesow sehaci ovam o ot oy, South Vistmam will comini it
i Yot i i numbers of troops - the Saigon regime vene agin if the struggle in South Viet- A1 Z0N T gAre. : "~y st with- ton will extend the sa X o €VEn [0 draw any limit Bt s e SEUE, L
;:}.' =! 8 ::dmﬂ:e 151.:;1 E:a?eqrxiypnrua Enﬂs:m? fm?der- was in danger ﬂfﬁf‘jﬂﬂPﬁnﬂfgﬂn* ﬁ“s_ b i’ against Thieu, But he can The continuation of the war, even in its Ot [°@dation, 5 Thes SayLEE R0 Y AT IR R T nition of the status qmﬂiﬁtgﬂ&:’}rﬁ Jf:ttsb E; ﬁ di’;;ﬁﬁcﬂm?u e e e
i I"I - lying this upsurge, The victory of the imperialists decided to enter the conflict only En 80 by risking massive political new form, did not diminhhzmtiwar sent Both the : ﬁhgﬂm of glfn ﬁﬁmc:m_;&e nam, eash on Vietnam, it e Cauurolde. thire rémats the
i [  pils] i : % Soviet U = . poure . ’
E 0 Eicm:ur:v;lﬁ::‘:;&d et el 2 s 6 gﬁiﬁtﬁfﬂ:ﬁci& nl:::t: ?::v::r] i:her ::::,: E:{Ymﬁfﬁ g;rgwunn;l::;;i_ workers! :m:utp . l:i’rﬂ Sovi L-tPETnlﬂn has provided t, a cap-  But even if the detente should succeed Eé:h I;'Iﬂ-nﬂ{'s spring offensive, and then n:id t‘:: d%*f:’ﬁ“&ﬁmﬂaﬂ :*-:;?é:aluriﬁn
ri TR : g Washington's escalation of the war pro- imperialist adventure - which sooner or ble. Afte bk g 1" #  jtalist country, with more aid than it in cooling the struggle in Vie f, oo’s mining of the ports and bombing, (7% =% °F R paste s
Gy Twice the Vietnamese, under the leader- inevi iy ra pause o see srhay Nixon privileged z : North Vietnam. Not only in riod tham 10T 2 the antiwar movement began to remob Vietmam; to eliminate the landed prop-
Y ship of the Vietminh, achieved virtual ceeded cautiously, step by step, to test later is inevitable - more difficult for = would do when he took office, antiwar ged bureay : has given p ly period, it will not bring peace, either ilise in the U.S. and & 7 rietors, usurers, big traders, and the
- & - the reaction of Moscow and Peking. Washington, tions in 196 This burea fos quantity, but also in quality, the aid in Vietmam or in the rest of th z « 3. and throughout the SorEgEeslins :
B e e T eness cnpwe  Neither effectively countered. By 1968, e st mastine ouey 4 1971 became  arily on the barlygusmM 185 given Egypt bas been far superior, While  Imperialiom's long-range oty A, world, Seatimeat was running swong gangster-watchdogs of the Thieu regime.
i and again in IF;;! after Lbfad:fut Gfptbe American troop strength exceeded In 1968, caught between the tenacious 2 ests, and not on gy g e 28 W North Vietnam got the antiquated SAM- ains not only to halt the world revolut- :_E:IFSI ixﬂkﬁn' i ‘:IH P bl In the cities, there remains the struggle
French. In both instances, the policies 500, 000, supported by the most powerful  resistance of the Vietmamese and the Washington's steps to extend the war to FEYRLSIcT 2 missiles, for example, E received  iom, but to reverse it if conditions permit. mﬁ defend i against the ﬁigh cost of livin cﬁ
pmue& N e ey then in 1954 by military machine on earth, But in spite mounting antiwar sentiment at home and  Cambodia were met by the May 1970 The rulers of the SR 4§ more advanced Soviet missiles and air- i e ORI ation, hoarding of vital gmg’afﬁ' nec-
Moscow and Peking, were the key of the U.S, invasion, Washington could abroad, imperialism decided upon a new  gtudent strike and mass actions. The rulers of Chins ba craft, The struggle in Vietnam is both the fly essities, and exploitation of the masses
factors in robbing Vietnamese of the not "nail the cm?mhn to the wall, " as course.  huge April 24, 1971, march un Waihing:  theoiEr o ba in the ointment of this scheme, and the But the apnouncement that the summit by the ::apiulist&.
fruits of their victory. Johnson defined imperialism's war aims, ton came after the failure of the invasian Which places the @l fsmtuof the  The aid given the Vietnamese was just compelling reason behind Washington's ~ "Oud proceed cut the ground out from
5 e 194545 pesiod the Kremlin was Washington was mmable to crush the reyol- After t_he Tet offensive, and after his ad- of 505 in February 1971 Soviet Union e ly con- enough to kee them alive and fighting, willingness to seek suck 2 deal at this under the antiwar movement, Masses In both the citles and the combyside, a
A Seeking to canry out 113 agreements with utionary forces. visers informed him that sending another : ceived by the ord but not en to seriously challenge tme, believed that Nixon would now be able burning Issué is the fight for the release
B - tine allies on the post-war divi-  LEROISM O 200, 000 soldiers would not significantly  The aborted attack on North Vietnamese  above the interes yin  the U.S., especially in the air. The to end the war with Moscow and Peking's  of the 200, 000 political prisoners Thieu
£ e TE el Viehsar: was to yemain F VIETNAMESE alter the military situation, Johnson ann- forces in Laos by Saigon troops, backed  Vietnam or amw meager quantity of aid kept Vietnam SPRING OFFENSIVE help, Thus, Nixon was able to intensify 5 polding, for political rights, and for
; in the French "sphere of influence,” This 3., omced he would seek negotiations with by U.S. transport and logistics, demon-  the revolution in dependent on Moscow and Peking and the bombing in Indochina tremendously complete freedom of action for all organ-
policy led the Ho Chi Minh leadership T€ are two majorreasons why Washing- the Vietnamese. Atthe same time, he  strated the failure of "Vietnamization" change in their ef vulnerable to pressure from them, The weakness of Thiew's army was once without fear of effective counteraction isations outlawed by the Saigon regime
to allow British troops to enter Vietnam, lﬂni:va:mmblt to accomplish this then ge L by Moscow, and without provoking a w2 = et
and then a reintroduction of French forces. po. been the Viemamese pramiort oo masive antiwar response. Carrying out any of these struggles would
During the same period, Mao Tsetung was E1E1ed Rerotanand thEﬁ o : entail mass struggle against the Thieu
pa o a ir tenaciows While the full facts are not known, we Se : ST h e .
seeldng to form a coalition with Chiang { ’ regime and its military and administrat-
Kai-shek in China, Fspe orpaticonal Hheration dnd 1 ific. are justified in asuming that both Mos-  jue aooaraens - S
ation of Viemam,. What an example they c¢ow and Peking applied strong pressure '
on Hanoi to settle with Washingron, LEADERSHIP

The French rapidly violated the accords have set in the face of one of the most
they had signed and moved to break Viet- ferociows attacks in history!

minh control in order to reestablish their

.amhq:ig; This set the stage for a new The fact that Washin has falled to
war of the Vietnamese people, this time crush militarily the Viemamese liberation
against the French, in the context of the  fighters will have an important impact
- developing cold war and the Korean war.  ©on the world revolution, It demonstrates
- This war culminated with the Vietminh that it is possible - even for colonial
military victory at Dienbienphu in 1954,  peoples in small countries - to struggle
The country was once again largely in :ihm imperialism, It indicates a pew
Vietminh hands, The proimperialist re- relationship of forces in the world that
gime of Bao Dai was virtually nonexistent, makes imperlalism's drive to hold the

. colonial revolution within capitalist
GENEVA CONFERENCE bounds more difficult, l

Numerous "leaks" in Washington indicate

this, and Brezhnev even boasted of it ima  Ap ymportant facter in the outcome of

January 30 speech. these and other struggles that will emerge
will be the quality of leadership given

North Vietnam now stood alone as a state  them by the NLF and Hanoi,

power, although it continped to enjoy

the support of progressive humanity every- What will be the position of Hanoi and

where, Under the combined pressure of the NLF leaders as the class struggle un-

Washington's military artack, Moscow folds in South Viemam? This remains to

and Peking's refusal to provide adequate  pa geen,

aid, and political pressure from Moscow

and Peking, Hanol finally accepted the Moscow and Peking are putting stro

cease-fire accords under terms they had  gregure on the ViEtbs s mgcom;ﬁ:

previcusly rejected, the mass sruggles that are likely to
emerge, to accept the continuation of

These accords leave the Thieu regime the Thieu regime, and to seek an acc-

in control of the major cities, keep Viet- ommodation with it through the "Nation-

.:-j But the 1954 Geneva conference imposed The second reason derives from the first
.-I' 0 R A
. a “settlement" on the Vietnamese that The example of struggle the Vietmamese

again robbed them of much of their vic-  set d\
- tory, although not all of it, The Geneva m?ﬁﬁ&ﬂf%ﬁmm%%
inita

- conference succeeded in reducing the and most dedic ; . = Tiati
termitory under ated cadres of nam divided, and contain other condit- al Council of National Reconciliation
h Wb T Vietminh control to what  new antiwar movement, ln:temtionai in jons Waghington has forced on the Viet- and Concord, ™ which Thicu wields a
became Democratic Republic of scope, that has had a ul camese veto over. U this should occur, it will

- Vietmam, Vietminh troops in the south - powerful contingent . ' -

vere withdrawn to the no “i.n o within the U, S, iwelf signal a major setback for the revolution
g o ¥ oy ; g The next stage in Vietmam will be in South Vietnam.,

Dtaads s 4o the imperialists gained  In the U, . ; the antiwar movement marked by instability. The accords re-

~ time : to consolidate a regime in the south, began as 2 small minority on the campuses, flect the fact that the liberadon forces Most ominous in this regard is the final
Moscow and Peking o iy came to reflect a majority of student have been unable to achieve mational part of the accords, which gives a prior
 Geneva conference E imli luk““ ':ﬁ’ in the opinion, and reached out to the broad liberation and reunification, and also stamp of approval to the upcoming inter-
: just settlement on the Vi SR masses of the population, its that they have not been crshed, Two national conference that will "guarantee
; emamese, mch_d:u. rallies, and above all, its powers continue to exist in South Viet- pcac.e; inb‘l.fictrmm. This cﬂnftr?lte
LS. D mass demonstrations, this movement - the Salgon regime of the land- can only bring more pressure to bear on
%&&,wﬂﬂbf ‘moved in t?? :eplace the mobilised hundreds of mmm came Fods asil mpié‘:ﬁm,gi:nnd the liberation  the Vietnamese from imperialism, and
. mi*i o “lwmm: Il:tmm: n:f ::::ﬂ;;: tg:tm;l;nr sentiments of mill- forces based upon the peasants and from Moscow and Peking,
- lalist policy of setting pening antiwar sentiment workers, Such a situation is inherently
- landlord regime hsugnf .ﬁ'sfﬂ had a profound impact on the draftee unstable, One or the other of these Whatever happens next in Vietnam, these
e fethe ) army gent to fight the dirty war, forces must gwnm;ﬂu}r mdh::lteb} :::mi:t;e wii;] Siﬂﬂt bring pt::rui::l:l}ifdmt;:‘t
. The outcome can only be decl n eneva ac :
In the firt ek Washington was forced to take into Serieias the aftermath of Geneva the Vietnamese
. "?:ﬁmﬂi?#li:; Etth: pm:ul?gnt :nc;m‘ e political costs of the war, d masses once again, slowly at first, resist-
elections would be held to reunify the mationally and at bome, For example In this respect, the situation in South ed the attempt to impose on them a pro-
X ezl i MREASR Dl 1 very high price in l Vietmam Is m:H:h more explogive than imperialist landlord-capitalist regime,

just after the 1954 accords. Then, the They will do so again.

that Thien will be given the .. Wha
opportunity  trouble, to leave zo '
o T AT et ety ' 20nes under government jons. The stated af g . | e
. woble, o lene q : s B T 2 to maintain the international status complete viclory ©
:li,;h;:n:éu:;:ﬁ?wlf £t regime, an sl wm‘?i:ﬁ E:T:;:nuig 2 of national liberation, reunlfication and  problem must be MR u;df:in offensive operations, and has promised controls, quo, and a success for U. §. imperialism Liberation forces,
= Dmm’m T G DR real thay o lih b st . independence can never be achleyed means, We cou not 1o punish anyone from the opposition ons of the Vietnam ceasé-  at a time when faced with military
kg : while two irreconcileable armed powers country, bur we ‘m'rhke coming over to Lu side, Sihanouk, ob- The repercussi The Viemamese defeat, but not a victory for the Viet- t is evep more glaringly ap ""5‘“
x ewr’: m&th:: ﬂglénm;i = aczcmd} it R e : E;IE in South Vietnam, On the one is proof of our g™ s ;‘iml}f under pressure from his allies in fire I.riufll"l:::nmau * , placed on na ' revolution, than these ??ﬂ?di?ﬁm in® fibune's 4
i ay. anuary 25 those who o Bt G : y 4An nd, there is the Saigon b % . 2 ha govern- are under en rlmlmi s HIEAE coverage of and statements on . war y
| B\ the P f who publicly indulge R P e ® ¥oneg o cxile was going to igon i reno canc . i .
{ AC | the -‘:b‘-'l-lf::h"l-* VS o e T et ru'll‘l;.t_"df L.m md IITHHC-” enting the interests of the landlords and GCovernment sourcgs ment in exile was going to "recvaluate” them by ow an mﬁiuﬂmn o Nor has the United States by any means is the plete on of any refer-
B - R i ot s S ala _ nd brought ca N _ 9 10 have " 1 concord and re on or a
l decrees issued by him P;:n se-fire before military tribunals, pitalists, and world imperialism, and said that the Pathes the Cambodian situation, "We do not a "npationa ofi the S regimes' unced all interests in the future pol- ence to the Soviet Uni y OF :
¥ I n e Y of cease. fir : : i“_‘:‘!“ ﬂ}hﬁ; the PRG and NLF reprasent.  dropped their bl 'a'GWem~ want to look like war mongers. . . We that is, _;hgence intemational con itical situation in 'ﬂemaml! or eded the meacherous m&e thyhat::ﬂmhuhﬁum-
" neal S e BIRE Al gt wpallestonntits ooy L;:l; workers and peasants of Viemam,  ment proposal Bl .7 wili do not want to be accused of adding terms. " ntee peace” scheduled  defeat The January 30 - February 6 ly playing in the "peace t has
s PAGE 2 ised 1o on the spot al;:ii“l‘f author- laws and the laws .op politcal J,u‘rl.:iE'h ; I]1.-I ' Oppressed masses throughout tary cease-{le 5% negor.. o tha fire L Titochnt iR SN i bruary 26 ¢ mam - ree : “I:-ll:mu “Mwmy MH‘FIPEI. : i
5 | m.“lmuh 3 o ums.hampﬂ Ak s ose who will be enforced so as 1o prevent i1l s the world, lations or a politie, i the = want to show our desire for peace" for Fthnnl?r 26 can are forced the C Party of A lia, bore
B and will continue 1o mh the world make tmubr: or q.-.-i,-.aTn t?mtj‘:“itc, who activities,” x egal ; country, In orderies tlis Slhanouk also offered to restore E’d P 2 them"’o’ll! f D ce dictated P s el o, Al ot changed 4 ‘dﬁﬂﬁm‘ 3 : hﬁ
| iime th:w"es mike ol o vho aci e - -},ﬂ.ﬂ:;\l:}m ™ cease-fire has had an aff.  ween the & M':'th relations with the United States, altho to ::oeptwthtah y o :,ﬂ:‘u, the class  "U.S. Down, Thieu To C}'{f‘,i‘rfbﬁiﬂ"'-“ ::t;h:u E‘:J?h:gnh %‘tg:tﬁn i"’“"'ﬂ
B e ime = South : § OV lA i e ol PR S u:r :. & struggles in Laos and Cambodia, lao about a p Insisting on the re 1 of "Lon Nol a to them DOy Su conf gain ex- the February 6-12 isue o une", I o
| ?;? . i F?ﬁ;:;.;;ﬂmxz g o u':w""”m R ‘:;in‘i-*;;‘:rt'-“fﬂ;iw Yotk Miliu.r-,- Cc-mpn:vm- b.g:n jrfl;_‘;’ .thf 'n-’mtn_.:, Tcw agreement was Union !u:,r : k umtt his cliqie of uaitot?;ﬁ? mulﬂ in r;?:km :;g once quthe a mmgrutw thﬂf},?ﬂimﬂ I-?c:;%iﬂ X ﬁﬁ“’éﬁ“ﬁﬁgm hh:: rﬁﬂ [i:!.
i :wut = l Prnnmgnnda amy on Pro. n provided for in the cease fine S ERed, there were indications that between Yiend B . ience a . fu 1= of the CPA :Ipﬁlﬂﬁ grea ory . 2 : ' Qa0
19 guaran mﬁ%:ﬂé dl"hrthu hia:::’;:m leaflets, fly the Caum:nﬂﬂtpll!ﬁ:; ‘-::r i;:*rr‘:‘:i;;b‘ft'n kﬂft virtually under house e rjl:.l I:T‘F‘:t Lao was taking initatiyes to capital, L Despite these manoeuvres, the U,S. wm@mﬁ w;;lf::um ln‘{f’lbzt:;::ﬁ which has :ithr. Uﬂﬂﬁmmvtf:mm 2 Sout mmmﬁi“h“l cev mggicis
: s % ' Vi leales 0 the Com st g, o . T M ] ack ® a cease-fire agreement, Accord- continues to di ili lies to atl - can only withdraw uncoaditiona emam." lor South FACLOE L - Br m_ et -_" uggesis o
P . | i 3 chieve a cease-fire agn : z send in military supp d scale, The accords if to have it is lying ahead., These accords B
| includes substantially reducing all will be arrested, numry 29, daily "o ry 2 issue of the Parls Similarly, 5 Laos and Cambodia in order t© on a {our em 2 asi _ SRRSO A e a
o oy " e Janary 2 tswme of . | (R Uiy, both n m o Prop en in this context, both ways, it goes on to explain thata  bring peace any more than the Geneva
w ;H- i hﬂ i . . ; ™ : e | s il j Lo} 1_'._. o Lpﬂl—.carn:ln has ¢xpre : !h] ii up the Puppet gwgmmantl., Ilﬁ] Mﬂ.ﬂlﬂl be e e - SR iy W R = SRR S
:— \ Wi 1 ppen, Thiose who firen i p-cpui.:t'lun bo Anite n—;ca:irfaﬂl.r—;g_; "ci;n;‘r:rtﬂm and n'.elr.;- fifths of ths :::i—_t-:_m | IL Lﬂﬂ.txnjl_fam- aPP'ﬁarinﬂﬂ 1 ‘h of 5 b@mbing in Laog, This is necessary Im do not mean a 'ﬂ*:m mass m“!":m#. e “; will “‘ﬂmh ! ; lﬂ“_: ;' 24 -'“'I'ﬂﬂ’h:‘mu “! : y
I 1 ace .cp_l- 'rhu:_c 'l’lGIJl- l.'_f:g__.nj_s_cd e :.-I. _r}.. Ut we I'L..l.\'(_‘ not PEECI!ITIE # hhll bECimc \'I‘Iithﬁut 1t l!mﬂ Sﬂ[“‘m ‘ma ce . Iw ﬂﬂﬂm a ulu im&lﬁ n nm l -_-_"::" SEE Nﬁ_‘ m s I]I It ) T I'T
T Own government, ., . Our arently ordere< S : Phuumai:. U, §, -backed government would for, Ewuﬂﬂ Et;ll.nlsm. in its efforts the Nixon @ mﬂ“m mm‘; o ﬂ!’_ G Aty |

not be able to hold the territory it still  victony |
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| BY RENFREY CLARKE

ting were exclusively

| structural changes
- bitemes with a demoralisin
Bt K Iﬂﬁﬂn.

period

Despite these devel
ship of the ATEA

- Television
~ Technicians Strike

~ allenated by the material which is shown

L economic
P ; ut the militancy with which the rank and
. file pushed beyond them to demand real,
widespread
work sit-
| uat Its implications are roader;

B ﬁ:tsﬂaml people are recognising their

T 1 status as employees and the fact

- that they must defend their interests
| 3gainst a ruling monied class, In 3
: of economic decline capitalism
is compelled te let drop its minor priv-
uepﬁnynn to some sections of the
w g class. To guard its profits it
must attack salaries and wages alike,

ents, the leader-

seems to subscribe
1o the myth that "professional” employees

=
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BY SOL SALBY

When the CIA financed International
Student Conference (ISC) came under
attack in 1967, its staunchest l_ﬂeft:ndc.r
anywhere was the National Union of
Australian University Students (NUAUS),
Even after the Americ::inﬂi:!'gwing]mag-
azine Ramparts expose ¢ Centra
Intellfgence Egtna:};?‘;ianWment in the
ISC the Australian student leaders were
wunmoved, Five and a half years later
delegates to the now re-named Australian
Union of Students (AUS) ended the
Union's 37th Annual Council with the
singing of the Internationale,

The shift to the left which took place in
in AUS was of course reflected in more
than just singing, The whole discussion
at the #nnm%Cﬂuncil including the res-
olution and acceptance of socialist ideas
clearly showed how far the Union has
moved to the left. The increasing num-
bers of allegedly conservative students

of Colleges of Advanced Education (CAEs)
have not had an adverse effect.

The leftward trend in AUS itself reflects
the continuing radicalisation of students
on both university and CAE campuses. As
masses of students move left this shift
reflects itself in the campus governing
bodies (usually called student's represent-
ative councils or students' union council)
and eventually the AUS itself,

Although the "Internationale" was sung,
this year's conference was a far cry from
a Bolshevik gathering, Some delegates
had to be fetched out of their beds two
hours late to a get a quorum; discussion
on many occasions was confined to people
fond of their own voices; the level of
debate ahd understanding of the question
of the environment was abysmally low,
These are of course only a few points
picked at random. There were many oth-
ers, Nevertheless nothing can detract
from the positive aspects and progress of
the council,

One severe setback for AUS was organis-
ational. A group set up by Augwst council
called the "Planning Committee" recom-
mended over a hundred organisational
changes. At the core of those was the
regionalisation plan, The effective result
of the plan is a weakening of the central
voice of the student government, It also
means inevitable degeneration to paro-
chialism and an obstacle to building up
of a coherent student leadership,

But on a more positive note the Internat-

do ot strike. Faced with the fact that
its members indubitably had, it resisted
and diverted motions which struck at the
real core of the situation, The basic
demand for a one-union industry, that
the ATEA refuse to recognise amy other
union operating in its sphere, it attempt-
ed to dismiss as "a shop floor matter
only". The arbitration system was im-
plicitly recognised by the leadershi p as
an impartial brake on the undue dem-
ands of both management and labour,

to be assiduowsly cultivated for what it

b £0 €ntertain or educate, but this might condescend to give, That the
. fee 28 I::Eg 10 control over what they umion bureaucracy, and not the employ-
& "tﬂpuﬁ-thz mﬂ t*: the cameras - ers, had consented to submit to 3 Judic-

1al decision in the absence of agreement
was presented as being to the union's '
credit. ATEA members were also supp-
osed 1o feel privileged in that their case
had somehow been given precedence
over 15 others, An immediate return to
work would appear as a profession of
good faith, which hopefully would keep
the judge on side, To suggest that the
arbitration system is an intolerable att-
empt to defuse the class struggle, and
ought on principle to be attacked as an
institution, would no doubt also have
been dismissed as inadmissible,

But as it happened little alterna tive ex-
isted to returning to work, negotiations
having achieved nothing, or to waiting

for the award to be handed down, Minh—
imum transmission was being kept up

and the strike effectively sabotaged, by
members of the Professional Radio énga
ineers' Institute, which had accepted

the stations' initial offer of 3 10%% in-
crease, Ecomomic bargaining was obvious-

AUS. Moves Left

ional and National Affairs sessions prov-
ided some valuable discussion and motions

for action.

of the most controversial items in
S::Elniet:'-]uaﬁanal Affairs session concern-
ed the Asian Students Association (ASA)
in particular the action of .Ausl:mlian
delegate John Vines in voting for the
admission of the National Union qf Israeli
Students, While no criticism of Vines
was raised it was finally resolved by a
motion moved by University of Queens-
land Union and seconded by the Univer-
sity of NSW that: "AUS, having met in
full Council, no longer believes that
NUIS should be recognised as a member
of ASA, and rather, believes that the
Generaf Union of Palestinian Students and
Arab Students Unions ( of the Israeli
universities - SS5) or any non-Zionist ;
student organisation should be recognised
in their place."”

On the subject of Israel AUS Couneil also
decided to undertake to protest and pub-
licise the recent campaign of repression
lauched by the Zionist state, In particular
the International Research Officer is
required to publicise the recent arrests
and torture of Jews and Arabs following
the frame up of over fifty people on
spying and sabotage charges.

In a similar vein the following resolution
was carried concerning the repression in
Argentina:

"That AUS condemns the extreme repress-
ion unleashed by the Lanusse regime in
Argentina, The unconstitutional attacks
on the civil liberties of its opponents is
exemplified by:

1) The unwillingness of the prosecution

to provide details of the accusations to
the accused or their lawyers,

2) The use of the illegal death penalty,

3) The constant use of kidnapping and
torture by thepolice and other government
agencies,

4) In the case of the kddnapping and death
of Fiat manager, Sallustro, seven of the
accused including a candidate for the
death penalty were arrested a day before
the shoot out and could not have possibly
been involved in thekilling,

5) The murder in cold blood of sixteen
prisoners a day after their peaceful surr-
ender at Trelew airport following their
escape from Rawson penitentiary,

That AUS demands from the Argentinian
Government:

1) The immediate release of all political

prisoners,
2) The cessation of the use of torture,

ly futile until the whole balance of
power in the industry had been altered

the membership set about this with a |
series of overwhelmingly popular mot-
lons, The retum to work was made con-
ditional on no reprisals being made ag-
ainst strikers, A telling blow for union
solidarity was the insistence that employ-
ees of country stations be covered by

the same award, The collaborationist
role of the PREI, which has a 15-year

m':m.d of selling out its membe TS, was
dﬂ};ulcd_h; the revelation that the Feder-
ation of Australian Commercial Tele-

vision Stations has been trylng to set it

up as the official industry union prom pt-
ed cries of "scabs" and "ras", The meet-
ing overwhelmingly decided to use the
dispute for a final showdown with the
PREI, and to fight for a single-union
closed shop by March al,

3) The immediate restoration of 3])
cratic fights, demo.

Finally we resolve that the Intermg

Research Officer circulate details EF:::

repression as well as a copy of a
to president Lanusse, " Petition

The biggest and most impﬂmnt dtbatg in
both International and Nationa] affairs
sessions concerned the antwar mMOvement
In the international session a motioy call.
ing for a massive propaganda effort ex 3
ing the fraud of the ceasefire and delruP:'d-
ing the withdrawal of all US military pey.
sonnel from Indochina, the release of all
political prisoners, the end of Australiap
complicity in the Indochina war was §pOns-
ored by the majority of U '\I‘Emity and
CAEs present,

-

The visit of the NorthVietnamese Trade
Union delegates was undoubtedly the
highlight of the conference with al] att-
ending giving the Viemamese 3 standing
ovation for several minutes, The AUs
delegates representing 180, 000 students
stood up as a mark of solidarity with the
people for whose self determination
have taken to the streets on 50 many oce-
asions in the past.

The value of students' mass action was
acknowledged by the delegation members,
Vu Dinh, a member of Parliament of

the Democratic Republic of Vietnam -
stated that "Australian students helped us
in the most effective way"',

In two local spheres race relations and
education council adopted a progressiye
approach. In race relation AUS acknow-
ledged the right of black people to deter-
mine their own affairs, In accepting the
principle of black control of the commun-
ity, council appointed non-student blacks
to lead the work in this field. In educat-
ion, council acknowledged the right of
students to be paid the minimum wage
now, not at some future stage in a social-
ist utopia.

The adoption of this and other demands
show that with the right kind of leadership
AUS can not only adopt a fighting prog-
ramme but can also use this programme
for students rights and for educational
institutions designed to serve the interests
of the working people, mnot a small capit-
alist minority. The shift to the left by
AUS demonstrates clearly the possibility
of building a revolutionary alternative
leadership in the student moyement to the
bureaucrats who still try to dominate
stundent governments and mass organisations,

It was left to the usual defenders of the
faith to plead for the "democratic rights
of members of other unions”, the rights
of ATEA members during 15 years of ob-
struction and sell-out going unremem-
bered. The membership had no sympathy
for the fantasies of this group, in whose
minds the context of trade unions is that
of a debating society, of a highly manner-
ed and uldmately inconsequential con-
test between parties whose courtesy and
probity are mutually irreproachable, It

15 profoundly enc ouraging that the rank
and “]'_3- of a "professional” union, engag-
ing in its first major industrial action of

this type, should recognise decisively
that its real context is the deadly serious
one of class struggle against an inherently
viclous system of exploitation, a struggle
IJ*--'U.'SZ-iLJ.Iil’iE ‘I,.riEl.J.d.I'JLR: and a hj_gh deg‘n’!f
of solidarity,

!fGORDON ADLER
ommunist Party of
Mli': l::;glng? [s it moving away
At % ditlonal adherence to
ot in the direction of revolut-
ﬂiunlﬁl'ﬂum? Does it base its prog-
e U strategy on Marxism as the
| se2t 2 oundation for revolutionary
oy in the current period of world
gockd Does it see the role of the con-
pistory? rd of the workers, t?:i sub-
t, the party, as of decis-
jectiv® dzn;:z for the victory of prol-
fve SmPCT S lism 7 Is the CPA a Bolshey-
‘"’hnlmm party? Has it broken with
- 1d arganisatimi dominated by
rulers of the Communist
the Soviet Union, the bureau-
directly responsible for the supp-
of workers' democracy in Hung-
Crechoslovakia and the persec-
mocrats in the Soviet Union?
jated itself from rihe bet-
international socialist
m:t::fﬂlmugh the policy of peace-
|1’1“:':::\0.,.:;;imm.:w: with world imperialism,
i r the glaring example of the
hm between Nixon and the Moscow
= - peking bureaucras that so greatly
d 1 1.4 the counter-revolution in In:dn-.
7 John Sendy, national president
,nhe.EI’A, answers some of t}mse
tons in reports published in the
gﬁ,gmper 0 Tribune" of January

ttended the twentieth con-

i i f France
L Fsufth!: Communist Party o
: #Ch), December 13-17 1972 as a

/

§

Fer i

&
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te from the CPA, and addressed
, public meeting in the Sarcelles dis-
=ict on December 15. He also repres-
the CPA at the celebrations in
of the fiftieth anniversary of
founding of the USSR, His attend-
X at the Moscow celcbrat[ﬂnsfisthif
" _icplar significance in view o
o T CER s hict rival within
| & Swlinist ambit, the Socialist Party
 jAwtralia (SPA), to obtain the im-
" smateor of the CPSU as the sole rep-
" sentative of communism in Australia,
" Lifs first national congress last year
i . = 5PA attatched great importance to
~ pexpected message of greeting and
- Ficlal recognitinngeﬁﬂm the CPSU,
~ izessige that would demonstrate con-
| dwively that the Russians regarded the
~ (PAasarepegade tendency, an organ-
| &tion beyond redemption in their
ges. But the message never amived,
* Bthe great disappointment of the
f #ﬂmﬁm of the SPA, The CPSU
* Rdstill not abandoned the hope of
winging the CPA back into line, des-
. #eall the events of the last four years,
| ixd the sharpness of the attacks of the
- (A 03 certain aspects of CPSU policy,
- | id certain acts of the Soviet govern-
| =eat, The CPA, for all its losses in
| Eceatyears, is still considered by the
- S0t be more important in the fur-
' Serance of its aims than the rump
. Tgasiation of the SPA, The fact that
i grganisations were invited to attend
| % fiftieth anniversary celebrations
i *4 B0 accident, and indicates a will-
| 2goess on the part of the CPSU to
; T&hﬁ return of the CPA to the
e

E""EE

B

CPS]; m; gnanimous gesture by

; y Ol course, is not without
| Bibg, The CPSU is willing to recog-
Imbﬂm fides of the CPA if it will
Gﬂi!me of the "wild men" like
'k ﬁ!n'“ind others whose writings
ht;iu“m reflect "Trotskyist" tend-

v I8 Stalinist parlance,

mt’ fhe CPA gone to meet the
i S| this miserable compromise
| 7A study of John Sendy's
4 marked shift to the
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Socialist

the wealth of its ideas and ils
this has become one of
00ks of this century.”"— [saac

Most exhaustive analysis of
O T that gave birth to Stalinism
nlon he takes up virtually
Stalin's lorelgn and domes-
Asling all aspects with so-

right in ;
mﬂmmﬁwhdﬁ’mﬁfﬂ

ort, After the j

recant within a few months, under press-
ure from the CPSU, Its record, since

the days of the popular front government
in 1936; apart from the period of the
second world war when the harshness of
the conditions of the occupation com-
pelled it to participate in the resistance,
is one of capitulation to the bourgeoisie
in times of crisis. One hundred arnd eighty
years after the first great bourgeois demo-
cratic reyolution in France, the PCF is
raising the demands of the democratic
revolution as the limits of working class
struggle in the period abead,

How does the CPA view the politics of
the PCF? John Sendy was extremely en-
thusiastic about the congress. From the
tone of the article it is clear that he and
the national leadership of the CPA have
high hopes for the PCF and the Union of
the Left which is expected to win the
French general elections next month,
The essential features of the programme
of the Left Union are listed without
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documents detail Stalin’s
the history of the Russian
er to justify the rise of
1920s, after

article, "Letter to
E?::lmy'. was circulated
in the Soviet Union,
¢ underground writing

€omment, and in the context of rt-
cle it can only be assumed that the aEPﬁ

Sendy quotes Georges Marchais
ner

?‘:n:retarv,r of the PCF, in reply to ?;:estfl
ons about the pProgramme, Would

the implementation of the programme
constitute a socialist society?

Of course not!® Marchais replied, The
programme "corresponded to the needs
of the working class, the middle class

and the great bulk of the Fren
ich le
but would not constitute socialimnp‘ffp :

"We have socialism as an objective, but

it cannot be decreed from on high. The
working class and other forces must be

won over to the idea of a socialist society, "

Apparently, the PCF will edge towards
the socialist objective if driven by over -
whelming pressure from the rank and

file workers, but it will not lead the way
into battle, That would be "decreeing
socialism from on high," True workers'
control, it seems, means that the party
must pot fight for socialism until the
most backward sections of the working
class ask it to do so. In "Tribune" of Jan-
uary 30 a comrespondent, S, Cooper,
draws attention to the list of 13 "mult-
national" corporations closely tied with
U, S. multinationals, and applauds the
statement in the programme that further
nationalisations will be carried out only
if the majority of the workers in the ent-
erprise request the government to do so,

"All this is a sign of the times, " writes

Books,

is available on request.

LENIN
by Leon Trotsky
introduction by Gus Horowitz

Soviet
throughout

THE THIRD INTERNATIONAL AFTER g

Labeling Stalin's thesis of "socialism in one
country" as a cover for the developing bu-
reaucracy within the Soviet Union, Trotsky
ilustrated how this theory led to disasters
within the international work ing-class move-
ment. This work, written in 1928, is basic
for understanding the current policies of the
Union and of Communist parties
the world. 348pp., 83.45

the correspondent, "and another in

for the more hide socialists mumnﬂ“
from their slumbers and realise that "wor-
kei:iil if.:nnh-:;'l" hhl:elng taken literall
millions of workers as a result of

Own experiences, ’ b

The implications of this section of the
programme for the strengthening of
French capital in relation to foreign, and
particularly US, capital are clear enon
but the publication of this letter in " Trib-
une® without editorial comment suggests
that the CPA also subscribes to this strange
concept of "workers' democracy,

In his report on the fiftieth anniversary
celebrations John Sendy draws attention
to the festive atmosphere throughout the
Soviet Union during December, and ref-
ers to the presence of prominent foreign
guests such as Fidel Castro, Dolores >
Ibarurri, Georges Marchais, Enrico
Berlinguer and leaders from "all socialist
countries except China and Albania "

The Soviet leaders must have been well
pleased with this demonstration of the
healing of rifts within the stalinist world
system, In this the presence of the CPA
was of particular importance to the Rus-
slans in closing the ranks against the
Chinese and Albanian ruanc;‘ndei, The
CPA can now proudly claim that it was
up there on the platform with the most

respectable people, Its career as a small

lependen v striks ;

but independent party striking out into
the wilderness to forge a new path of its
OWn is now over, Its leaders have found
the loneliness too great, and have prefer-
red the comfort of the warm fireside of
the stalinist hearth, Itjgoes without saying
a!’ e ——— I. i s I : i .

Course, that no Trotskyist organisation
would or could be represented at such a

gathering, and the presence of the CPA
illustrates the vast gulf between it and
the revolutionary marxist forces throy gh-~
out the world, 3

Sendy quotes from the main speech at

the meeting, by Leonid Brezhnev, who
“traced the history of the formation of

the USSR in 1922 and d-alt with the econ-
omic and cultural progress made in the
various republics,

Not a word about the real history of the

first fifty years of the first workers' state.
Not a word about the purges, the Moscow
trials, the monstrous edifice of lies and
slander against Trotsky and the opponents
of Stalin, Not a word about the labour
camps, the crimes of Stalin, the slaughter
of hundreds of thousands of loyal Soviet
citizens, not a word about the Nazi-Soviet
non-aggression pact, the defeats in the
early stages of the war and the responsibil -
ity for these defeats, Not a word about
the sabotage of the revolutions in Spain,
Germany, China, Greece, only a hypo-
critical diatribe against US imperialism
and the usual shibboleths about the Chinese.
Of course it is necessary at the fiftieth
anniversary to recognise the great ach-
ievements of the October revolution and
the efforts of the workers of the Soviet
Union to create a socialist society, but

to confuse this with the devious efforts of
the heads of the Soviet government to
come to terms with US imperialism in

the interests of the stability of the
bureaucracy is to show a poor understand-
ing of the real significance of the revol-
ution. The fact that the national presid-
ent of the CPA can report on the 50th
anniversary celebrations and Brezhney's
speech without comment or criticism,
reveals the very sorry state of degeneracy i
to which the CPA has descended, and
shows that there can be little hope of
the CPA ever being capable of breaking
with Stalinism and becoming a revolution-

ary Marxist party,

The books listed below may be ordered from Pathfinder
Send cheque or postal note for the appropriate 9
amount, adding 18c postage per item, to Pathfinder
Books (Aust. ), P.O. Box 151, Glebe, 2037,
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"THE WORLD

- Workers Alterna

~ Accordin

{The following are major excerpls from
an article describing the position of the
Argentine PST (Partido Socialista de los
Trabajadores - Socialist Workers Party)
on the elections scheduled for March.
The PST, which will be on the ballot,
ipitiated a broad Workers Front (Frente
Obrera) involving rebel trade-union
leaders and activists f.refrfn -.:Erﬂu;gi if e
untry. The r is offering ;
:? tumpcnibleﬁﬁdidncics to the Work-
ers Front,
The article is reprinted from the Decembe
20 issue of the PST's weekly newspaper,
tAvanzada Socialista”, The translation
is by "Intercontinental Press". )

In June 1969 in the city of Cordoba, we
began to say "Enough!" to hunger, exploit-
ation at the hands of imperialism and
the national bourgeoisie, persecution,
torture, and also to the sellout directives
of the frade-union bureaucrats, who
always embraced whatever government
happened to be in power, Hundreds of
strikes and mobilisations followed the
Cordobazo (the semi-insurectional up-
rising that occurred in Cordoba), en-
gulfing entire cities In raising the dem-
and for bread, dignity, and justice for
the workers,

We are far from havi.:é%luhtaiued these
things. But the oligarchic and imperialist
dictatorship, which had planned to rule
for twenty years, had to renounce its
plans, change its list of priorities, and
call elections,

With the elections the regime is attempt-
ing to divert us from our struggles by
getting us to place our trust in electoral
ises and to support the various

ts put together by the old politicians
of the bosses, In order to accomplish
this, it was obliged to allow Peron to
return and to permit the participation,
within certain limits, of the Justicialist
(Peronist) movement.

NO FAITH IN FALSE PROMISES

Our party is also intervening in the
elections, By doing 50, we are going to
defend the small amounts of legality
that the masses have won and respond to
the challenge of the government and the
bosses' parties, We are taking part in
the elections in order to proclaim a very
simple truth: In the face of the economic
disaster in the country, which constitutes
@ merciless burden on the backs of the
working people, there is no possibility
of i ;Ht lei ﬂlfcfym'jm without
remoying the oliga imperialism
and the big national bo:wgen;’liiz from
political and economic power,

All the parties of the bosses are promis-
ing everything under the sun in exchange
for our votes, Yet, undemeath all their
pempous phraseology, none of them are
guaranteeing real solutions, none are
calling for a showdown and a break with
the cligarchy and imperialism, and

none foresee a reorganisation of the

- country in the interests of the workers,

We are going to unmask all these parti
with the mﬁi that only struggle and 5y
mobilisation can guarantee bread, dignity
and justice for the workers - never the

- Arabs and Jews Indicted in

- Four Istaeli Arabs and two Jews were
~ indicted January 25 in the "espionage
- and sabotage network” case

Ihnud Turki, Ehud Adiv, Subhi Naarani
Dan Vered, Anis Darawi, and Simon '

Canadian Youn

| ﬁw& ;ﬂﬁlnﬂmrr soclalist
~ youth organisation, the Young Sociallsts-
ilgu des Jeunes Socialistes, held it

. I convention December 28-31 in
Joronto, Nearly 250 young people att-
ended. Following a seven-month pre-

% - convention discussion period the con-

vention dealt with the international

._"  Situation, including the developments in

the Vietnam war; a criti guerr

J gque of the il
warfare mn'!gy; the stage of the
radicalisation of Canadian youth; sirategy
for the women's liberation movement;
and analysis of the Quebec nationalist

"’“ﬁ'ﬂudlﬂftmﬁnﬂ's upsurge of the
Quebec workers mMmenr 2

10 a report in the February

issue of the ""Young Socialist”, the

r

g Socialists Meet

l

promises made by bourgeols military
men and politicians,

IN THE ELECTION CAMPAIGN, LET'S
BUILD A WORKERS' AND SOCIALIST

FRONT

But we are also taking part in the elect-
jons in order to build a most necessary
instrument: the workers' and socialist
front,

For many years, the workers' movement
has been the captive of a trade-union and
political leadership that has brought it
defeat after defeat,

For years, thousands of working class
actyists and leaders have been rebelling
against this kind of leadership and search-
ing for an independent path to follow,
Generally, they have been kept down by
the welght of the government, the bosse's,
and the bureaucracy, or else they remain
in a state of cautious expectation, know-
ing that if they take chances, they will be
crushed, In any case, this independent,
antiboss, and antibureaucratic vanguard

is desperately looking for a way to umite
in order to create a new, alternative
leadership for the workers' movement.

The electon campaign and political
struggle are giving us the historical
opportunity to do this. The PST's call for
the formation of a workers' front has
coincided with the hopes of this vanguard,
of hundreds of umion committees, dele-
gates, and activists - many of them fired
from their jobs - and heroic union leader-
ships like that of SITRAC-SITRAM
(Sindicato do Trabajadores Concord-
Sindicato de Trabajadores Materfer -
Concord Workers Union-Materfer Workers
Union), which led the Cordobazo.

Thus, we have been able to launch a
workers' front in which the class-struggle
union vanguard, community representat-
ives active in the mass mobilisations, and
activists of various organisations have
come together, We are united around
one, principled point, which different-

- iates = from all the other forces: Cur

candidates are neither generals, nor
bosses, nor tradeumion bureaucrats, but
workers elected by the Workers' Front,
While the trade-imion bureaucrats are
calling for support to Campora, and
while every front put together by the
bossesis looking for a general or dignit-

“Long live the workers' candidates' The W
the banner held by Cordoba workers

Hadad were specifically char
ged, accord-
ing t':: the January 26 "]enmlem’Fm"
;iﬂth ‘membership in a hostile m-gnuh;-
O, Contacts with enemy agents, givin
them information, and aiding the E?:eru;
in the war against Israel, "

joumal of the YS/ LJS, "a full discussi
was held on the contradiction behvec::m
the deepening radicalisation of students
and the present pause in mass activity, "
Leaders of the YS/LJS analysed the roqs.
ons for the lull in activity and predicted
that since none of the basic contradict-
ions giving rise to the student radicalis.
ation haye been solved, new struggles
are bound to break out,

The convention heard written greetings
from sections or sympathising organisat-
ions of the Fourth International in nine
countries, as well as greetings from
representatives of the Young Socialist
Alliance in the United States, the Comm-
unist League in France, and the Social.
ist Youth Alliance in Australia,

tive In Argent

ary with links to the oligarchy or with
:l?fo;reg;lve” credentials, thef-t’mk-:rs'
Front has sought out the best fighters of
the workers' movement and working-
class communities, and the Partido
Socialista de los Trabajadores has turned
over 75 percent of its spots on the ballot
to these candidates, The Workers' Front
is the only movement that is offering a
solution to the great problems facing the
people, On the one hand, through its
programme it is seeking to reorganise
the country to meet the needs of the
workers, On the other hand, by organis-
ing the workers on a trade-union and
political basis, it is laying the ground-
work for the future workers' and people's
government that will be capable of carry-
ing out these solutions to the problems
of hunger, high prices, unemployment,
housing shortage, lack of medical care,
and imperialist and capitalist exploitat-
ion in general,

THIS CAMPAIGN WILL GIVE US A
CHANCE TO BUILD A STRONG
WORKERS' AND REVOLUTIONARY
PARTY

The elections have led to a small sub-
sidence in the struggles of the working
people. While the bourgeois parties are
seeking frantically, by making promises
on all sides, to prolong this subsidence,
we are certain that the struggles will
begin apew in the near future, '

But the indisputable precondition for
enabling the coming Cordobazos to end
in a trimmph of the workers and the
people is that when they break out they
find a workers' vanguard, organised into
a great revolutionary socialist party,

that is able to set political goals for the
struggles, Without it, the battles will
have only a partial character, they will
be frustrated, or they will be co-opted by
the bosses, The PST, the only workers'
party that is challenging the bourgeoisie
in the opening offered by the elections,
is planting the seeds of this great revol-
utio party that will lead the coming,
inevitable struggles to the taking of
power by the working class,

We call on the best companeros of the
class-struggle vanguard, the architects
of the workers' front, to swell the ranks
of the party whose task it will be to issue
the call for a socialist Argentina,

mken_Frmt of Cordoba is present!" reads
at the founding conference of the Frente Obrero,

Israeli “"Spy" Trial

The government is charging that although
Daoud Turki, an Arab from Haifa, was
the head of the "network, "' it was Ehud
Adiy, a former paratrooper in the Israeli
army, who "did the most damage to the
State by passing on vital military inform-
ation to the Syrian intelligence, " This
would indicate that the regime will, in
the trial, deliberately focus on the Jew-
ish defendants in order to intensify the
witch-hunt that has been whipped up
around discovery of the alleged "network, "

I"I‘he brief "Jerusalem Post”
mdic_tm'anu provides
of this: "Not on trial but figuring promin-
ently in the cha rges is the extreme left-
Wing Matzpen group, which the prosecut-
ion calls the ‘recruiting ground"” for the
alleged spy ring, Also mentioned is an

EVEND More extre B snline
'::f L &1
"Red Front™ P group, the

report of the
a further indication

The prosecution has announced that

twenty-four additiona] persons -.';-*-.uld
50on by indicted in the case :
:h_c—;u scized have charged the
with torturing several of the

Several of
police
Prisoners,

FILL THE COUNTRY WITH cumﬂmm
OF WORKERS, YOUTH, AND WCMI.ISTs
FOR THE CANDIDA TES OF THE
WORKERS' AND SOCIALIST FRONT

Since March, the PST has ne

local a week in the main -::?It’fm iiﬁ
country, These fifty centres represent
the base of support and the laveragg with
which the workers' and socialist front wil]
be able to begin its election Campaign
In these centres, and in the limiteq I:&;e
allowed by the restrictions and the dead.-
lines set by the statute on politica] parties
we have drawn up the lists of workergt !
candidates. Unfortunately, the restrier.
ions and cbstacles prevented us from
reaching thousands of working-class
youth, and socialist fighters, who haye
remained off these lists and who would
deserve to have been placed on them in
the interests of making them more re
resentative, But all these companeros
must now link up with the political

that is beginning, thereby asuming 5
role of enormous responsibility, Hundreds
of support committees for the workers!
and socialist candidates must be created
in every factory, neighborhood, union
and locality, These committees will
have all the autonomy they need to
democratically debate positions and

to decide on t.[‘;e form, methods, and
content of the electoral campaipn,
committees will be the nenrepfaﬁi lffl.:fu
blood of the workers! front, We especially
call on the working-class and student
youth to form youth support committees,
The youth, together with the working
women, constitute the most exploited
sector of the people; that is why they
sparked the Cordobazos, and that is why
we believe they will be able to begin,
without the aid of tutors, to organise
themselves into the workers' and socialist
front by forming their own committees,

Enough of military and capitalist govern-
ments! For a workers' and people's govern-
Ten b

Free the political prisoners and those
imprisoned for related social reasons;
apply democratic freedoms® Down with
the repressive legislation!

For an immediate 40 percent wage in-
crease, a minimum salary of 1,200
pesos, and a periodic adjustment of
wages to keep up with the cost of living,.
For an end to plant shutdowns and for
the nationalisation under workers' control
of any factory that stops production or
shuts down,

Expropriate suimmer or luxury homes
and distribute them among those who
have no roof oyerhead. For loans to
build housing amortised at a rate of 10
percent of family income,

Free medical care and medicine ﬂn-cugh
nationalisation of medicine, clinics,
and laboratories,

Equality for women in work, wages,
opportunities, and rights. Free, twenty-
four hour chiid care centres, Allowances
to unmarried or separated mothers equiv-
alent to half of their wages for each
child,

For control over retirement funds by the
retired. Authorise the nationalisation,
under workers' control, of those establish-
ments that do not pay into the retirement
funds,

For a university government consisting of
a majority of students and made up o
students, teachers, and nonteaching
workers,

Nationalise the imperialist and national
monopolies; nationalise foreign trade
under workers' control; repudiate the
forelgn debt.

For the immediate recognition of Cuba,
withdrawal from the OA En{l_:?rg;nis:ﬁun
of American States) and all international
bodies that tie us to imperialism, and
repudiation of all colonising agreements,

For diplomatic and material support to
peoples struggling against imperialism -
above all to the heroic Vietnamese
people - and any step toward national
independence taken by the people of any
Latin American country.

For an economic plan worked out in &
Rank-and-File Convention of the CGT
(Confederacion General del Trabajo -
General Confederation of Labor) in order
to develop the national economy in the
interests of the workers and the country.
Nationalise and distribute the big rural

landholdings, thereby implementing @
new rural settlement programme.
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o an ﬂ:;:l’f,ﬁimls no song was more
_Agtﬂ-l m# moving than "Solidarity
Joved ‘:; Appropriately, Bertha Walker
Fore Ve . this title for the book she

pas chosé the life and times of

about
wrrrll:*“ ble father, Percy Laidler,
per 1 ately, because it was a song

ij'aFl and also because he
her hﬂ‘fnlmdéewted his life to soc-
Ex dical causes, and who gen-
pelieved, in the words of "Solid-
ﬁﬂ Forever that. . » 'we can brlng
irth a new world from the ashes of

the old". i )
rm at Corin , 4 sma

hidnlgi: ::u bﬂze western fringe of the

Elaﬂt Goldfields, in 1884, It was a

:me when Ballarat was making a rich

: ution to the strength of the Labor
ment. James Scullin was born only

3 lirtle distance away at Trewalla,

while living in Melbourne,
ﬂ{ﬁf’mame involyed with the visit
4nd the socialist campaigns of Tom
Mann, probably the most sus:cessfu‘l
snd remarkable of the early socialist
agitators o visit Australia. Mann came
to Australia with a name already famous
in British socialist circles from his in-
rolyement with the great London Dock
serike of 1889, Mann, and the other
dockers' leaders had never forgotten the
*miracle” of a £30,000 donation from
Awstralian workers which had saved the
dockers from starvation and helped them
win their great strike in J:SEB. Ma::!n's
visit to Australia had an immense impact
oa the rising labour movement. A brill-
fant orator and organiser, Mann spear-
headed a dozen great campaigns and

DISUNITY
ON THE LEFT

Dear Comrades,

I am disappointed that
the issue of Jan 18th has no "Letters to
the Editor" in it, I originally suggested
this alteration in your format. I hope
you can afford space for this letter.

Although I am renewing
my subscription and admire your news-
paper, I do think it proper to point out
10 you, that the vicious attacks on the
C.P.A, and S5.P,A, are somewhat reg-
ressive, if not in some cases unwarranted.

; Lets face it - the com-
bined membership of the Radical Left
¥ing parties or groups in Australia would
imount to less than 10, 000, Compare
this with the national membership of
about 20, 000, of the National Civic
Council, I would think an objective
observer might see the Left Movement
in Australia as caving in on itself, We
have the chance, with a little more
€0-Operation, to heighten the conscious-
ness of Australians, During the previous

Years, a Conservative Government

held sway, a more progressive gov-
ermment is now in power - why not grasp
the opportunity ?

e wihis ‘ There seems no excuse

A W “l Caroline Lund writes in "Direct
ACtion" (Jan 18th) -

tzr‘ failing 1o come to the defense of

- itmamese in more than a routine
ithion the Kre

ire tellin
times in
it conce

mlin and Peking rulers
Nixon - as they have many
€ past - that as far as they

‘ncemed he is free to resume the

Bg with impunity in the future,”

xis ~ There may be very good
%y empirical evidence to presume

] gy L to say this without any substan-

by ?ll:lil'ific,tt'L ons, is cutting things a

By ) More and more, I'm sad

B fnra] Arect Action" is appealing to

e €ctual Left Wing elite. Take

pc“uedmféﬁ_ﬂju "name dropping” that is

Degg™ cf- Plﬂllc-'n_'i of, and the "correct-
Lertain attitudes and

ol licies
10 be made clear, but WE$ slur

strikes which developed the political

consclousness of the Amllﬂ working

class, In an age of deepening social

and economic strife Percy Laidler was

d];aplyhlnr{tl:;md by Mann, Like Mann
em on a lifetim

eHiain: e of political

For the next half-cent Laidler would
be in the fore front of every major cam.
paign for social advancement in Victoria.
No uﬂm seems 0 have escaped his
atiention - anti-sweating, unemployment
educational reform, free :peechf ::mti- '
conscription, andanti-imperialismecam-
paigns all earned his generous support,

The decade before WWI was one of
astonishing soclalist ferment in Melb-
owne. Despite its remoteness Australia
was visited by a host of radical thinkers
and politicians, ranging from Mann and
Henry George, to the Webbs, exiled
Russian revolutionaries and famous
figures like the noted Spanish radical-
educationalist, Fransisco Ferrar, later
judicially murdered in Barcelona in
1909 for opposition to the Spanish
autocracy.

The infant Victorian Socialist Party was
a gathering place for many who would
play a fundamental role in the develop-
ment of the labouwr movement. Laidler
worked and struggled alongside men
like John Curtin and John Cain,

In "Solidarity Forever" Bertha Walker
uses simple direct prose to give a direct
and at times moving account of the
struggles of the times,and the very real
hazards and ‘hardships which the pioneers
of the labour movement faced in
Victoria. She captures also the rich
diversity of the early socialist maovement,
and the large and often vigorously non-
conforming characters who made up its
ranks,

people, and certain agitudes? Dwelling
on personalities only generates antagonism.

Anyway, keep up the

struggle.
£8 Gavan McCarthy

DA REPLIES

We shan't debate Gavan McCarthy over
our analyses of the Vietnam war, efc.
Our viewpoint has been presented often
enough for our readers to decide whether
we have made "inexcusable" zharges.

Many people newly radi:al!'.sifzg take a
subjective attitude to the divisions on
the left and wish it could present a
united face to the bourgeoisie. However,
the divisions on the left in Australia have
deep historical causes, Fundamental
questions of principle and concepts of
gocial change are at stake. Any unifty
that was achieved on the basis of slurring
over these differences would be unpnn-
cipled and therefore highly unstable.

However, as revolutionary socialists we
believe in unity in mu?le. This we
.seck out opportunities for common
action against capitalism on a principled
basis whenever possible, For example,
in the antiwar movement we wmk?d
with diverse left forces {Mo_sc.ow-hne
Stalinists, Peking-line Stalinists, pacif-
ists, ALP people, etc) on the limited

cramme GF nOut Now!" - we did not
ask them to accept the rest of our prog=
ramme and we certainly did not endorse
theirs, All forces retained their frecdom
to criticise the others,

tablished by Lenin and Trot-
ﬁei;ﬂtﬁeﬁﬂuﬁhn reyvolution was - march

sky

but strike together, In their
S;Fu;f:lﬂm Bolshewi’s grricd out the
most vigorous polemics against other
trends in the Russian labour movement,
yet they carried out joint action when-
ever the principled basis was present, :
This struggle, for political clarity, wa
essential to their success in 1917,

litical clarity is ess-
T el Pai.n Amﬂnlia,&t:aé 4
orward our positions and deien
the:gt’tgthen can do the same, wfil have
every confidence that our ideas wi
prove their correciness in action,
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When she recounts Laidler's work in
Broken Hill in 1909, she gives us a
and dramatic account of the events
which culminated in one of the most
fundamental strike- confrontations ever
to occur in Australia, Broken Hill, long
a centre for radicalism, and one of the
most politically conscious clties in
Australia, was gripped in 1909 by a
strike of such scope and bitterness as to
be revolutionary in its implications, The
les of 1909, involved a lock-out
by mine management who hoped to
reduce the low level of wages even
further, The miners reacted with picket-
ing and sympathy strikes among other
unions. Significantly, one great workers'
procession was headed by a banner read-
ing: "Behold, The Workers Think", Of
another "The Argus” said:", . , there
were massed bands, and at the rear of
the march a regiment of women with
three red flags". The Broken Hill dis-
pute saw Mann and other soclalist lead-
ers gaoled, but generated an immense
wave of radical concern in Australia, One
of the gaoled leaders, Harry Holland,
later became Opposition Leader in New
Lealand's parliament,

In these and other events of the time
Laidler was an energetic participant,

In 1910 he had marmied 2 German woman,
Chris Gross, daughter of an emigrant
German socialist, fleeing the repression
of the Bismark era, Later in life, Percy
Laidler was to manage Melboumne's most
famouws radical bookshop, that of Will
Andrade,

In the decade before WWI, Laidler
became involved with the new ideas
and theories of the Syndicalists, and
later still with the work of the Industrial
Workers of the World, Yet for Laidler,
as for most of the labour movement,

SIGN NOW

Dear Sir, _ :

As one in general sympathetic
to DA's analyses of the Viemam war,
permit me two critical observations,

First, the slogan "sign now".
Of course any sensible person favours
an unconditional withdrawal of all Amer-
ican forces from Indochina (including

Thailand, Guam, and the Gulf of Tonkin).

of course most of us deplore the fact of
the Russian and the Chinese sellouts of
the Vietnamese, specifically. But facts
are facts, We can't inhabit political
Cloudcuckooland, In particular, you
can't be to the left of the people doing
the fighting., There is ample evidence
that the north Vietnamese and the NLF
desire a ceasefire - now, It is ludicrous
presumption and arrogance for us to tell
them that they are suffering from false
consciousness,

However, respect and support
for the Viemamese desire for a cease-
fire is one thing, Total scepticism con-
cerning the continuing "peace” propag-
anda on the part of Nixon, Kissinger
and other agents of American capital,
{s another. The two are consistently
distinct,

This brings me to my second
remark, It's not surprising when the
bourgeois press "analyses” American
practice in Vietnam in terms of the ego-
tripping, p-t-wt:r»-mama,rpetu};:lnf:e, or
whatever, of Nixon, It is surprising when
this occurs in the Marxist press, too (see
e.g., the editorial, and both articles

on P. 3 of the Jan.18 DA).

Such concentration on one isol-
ated "concrete" individual is in reality
1 reification of an abstraction: the omni-
potent Ruler, Consequently, such focus-
ing on appearances can only mysu‘fy,
Concretely in the present case, ﬂn;
occurs through a failure to distinguish,
and analyse the relations between, an
agent and the ruling class whose inter-
ests such agents serve.

To fail to make and to analyse
this distinction is to abandon a Marxist
standpoint. I would welcome the space
in the near future to provide just such
an analysis,

Yours fraternally,
Pat Flanagan.

DA REPLIES

Pat Flanagan misunderstands what
ot Action has said about the treaty,
mﬂr :n the North Vietmamese and
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the great political crucible was the war
and the anti-conscription struggles. For
Laidler as for many others, the defeat
of conscription and resistance to the
war and its effects became the central
activity of their lives, Flowing from

the war, Laidler, like many others, was
at first puzzled then fascinated by the
events of the Russian Revolution, He
was one of the first people to see the

fundamental political importance of this
vast event,

While a tireless worker for soclal change
at home, Laidler was unusual In the
breadth of his international view, at a
time when many in the labour move-
ment were parochial if not downright
racist in their world view. He raised
support for British seamen during the
international seamen's strike in 1925,
he worked to raise political conscious-
ness among Melboume's Italian, Span-
ish and Aborigine communities, He
ajded victims of fascism and raised the
banner of the Spanish Republic, working
to send aid to Republican Spain,

"Solidarity Forever" is a remarkable
account of an iavolvement in radical
political actvities extending over a
lifetime, and touching on some of
the most fundamental events in

Australian history. Future labour histor-
ians will owe a debt to Bertha Walker,
for she has given to them a valuable
source-book, which will serve as a
starting point for future research in a
host of areas, some hitherto neglected

or {orgotten.

She has also given a remarkable picture
of the roots and origins of Australian
labour radicalism,

.« : BRIAN McKINLAY
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they have cou tributed 1o the confusion
of the intemational antiwar movement,
The Vietnamese "desire" a ceasefire

T e - o 1l
Because their Soviet and Chinese allies
desire one. Their dependence on aid

i v, N T 1T ¥4
ITom the '1'-"1-.":'.'\"{_"'._5 states leaves thém no

alternative but to bow to the pressure ol

the bureaucracies who want an end to the
war which is an embarrassment to thar
much-sought detente with US imperial-
15111

We have said that the factors which imp-
el the Viemamese to compromise do not
2pply for antiwar activists here and our
position must be to demand a total, im-
mediate and unconditional American
withdrawal from S.E. Asia, It would be
unprincipled for us to support the reaty
which the Vietnamese have been forced
to sign. We do not recognise Nixon's
right to negotiate with the Vietmamese
over anything,

The supreme historical example in this
regard remains the Bolsheviks who in
1918, as a result of their extreme :au.-eah-
ness, were obliged to sign a rapacious
treaty with German imperialism at Brest-
Litovsk, The Bolsheviks signed but used
the negotiations to carry out re'wtutiamry
propaganda. All the negotiations were
-.::arrie%aaut in full view of the w‘urld
labour movement and the rapaciousness
of the German aims clearly explained,

The Bolsheviks frankly stated the meafty
wasa partial defeat for the revolution
but would enable them to carry on the
struggle. When the right wing Social
Democrats in Germany supported the
treaty (pointing to the fact that the Bol-
sheviks had signed it) Lenin called
them "“swine". Bolshevik propaganda
called on the German workers to take
power and nullify the treaty.

Finally, as regards Nixon, we sometimes
use his pame to signify the dominant,
*hard-line" wing of the American capit-
alists, Similarly, one says "Moscow™ o
signify the Soviet bureaucracy or "Hanoi"
to denote the North Vietnamese leader-
ship, Such a shorthand is, in our opin-
ion, quite clear, Direct Ac has al-
ways clearly explained :
is the world capitalist
whole, not this or that

i gt

T . = he
e s 'ﬂf; P s fEa

e
i




| SR AUSTRALIAN
™ (B L1BOUR HISTORY

1920S

BY PETER CONRICK

This is the fourth part of our series on the
and development of the Australian

; Labor Party. Previous articles dealt with
the origins of the ALP, Labor's first years

}

: in office, and the war years and the
anti-conscription fight,

18 “ * % %
“THE FINAL WAR YEARS:

HThere exists a deep feeling of war wear-
iness that if taken in hand, can be used to
checkmate the jingoism and sophistry of
the patriots and ultimately bring about

a stop-the-war feeling, "

F.]. Riley, secretary of the Peace Allian-
vey 1917,

The author may well have added that
Labor did not sense this change in mass
feeling towards the war. A.L.P.
parliamentarians continued as the most
enthusiastic supporters of the war, despite
their opposition to overseas conscription.
At the same time, pressure from below
had forced the passage of a strongly
worded anti-war resolution through the
N.S5.W, Branch which tended to be under
the control of more progressive unionists.
The motion was passed at the N,5. W,
Conference in June 1917, declaring war
was the inevitable outcome of capitalism
and that “peace can only be accomplish-
ed Iz the united efforts of the workers

of all the countries involved". In spite
of opposition from Labor parliamentarians
this motion was passed mmamended, It
Was an accurate and revealing reflection
of the terror of A,L.P, politics: on the
one hand there was a militant and respon-
liﬂﬂ'ﬂa :;l:.'uﬂ:'hl based wing, on the other
a and timid parliamentary body,
As the war became more and mroi;e olglt
popular the tension between these rival
tendencies increased,

Labor emerged from the war in complete
political disarray, still licking its wounds
after the exodus of the Hughes group who
- now held parliamentary office in a coal-
*  iton with anti-Labor forces. Like most
" deserters from Labor's ranks, Hughes
moved effortlessly along a right-wing,
Suprd-nationalistroad, The explanation
% this g:‘a shift was not a sudden
"rattin Hughes, but the logical out-
~ come of the pro-Imperial mingns;l‘ parliz -
" mentary Labor,

~ The 1917 split had effectivel uidate
. Labar's Ak fortunes uu;:lzered u:d
~ almost a decade of Nationalist govern -
~ ment, first under Hughes, then under the
‘mediocre leadership of Bruce, The social
~ and economic upheaval of the war had
~ resulted in new divisions and realignments
o Awtralian politics and the creaticn of

| new parties, all of which tended, at one

- stage or another, to displace the tion

- ofthe A,L.P, as the focus of wor B
class politics,

The failure of the A,L.P, to command
national politics in the 1920s was partly
due to the destructive influence of the
#plit; but also to the division in the Labor
movement itself between those sectors
who actively the October 1917
Revolution and those who remained comm.
_ itted to parliamentary reformism, The
dmpact of the Russian Revolution and its
~ morale boosting effect on rank and file
. militants m&;ﬂ an even firmer
 re-affirma principles of grad-
ualism by the official Labor bmezugq'.
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NEW DIRECTIONS IN ECONOMY':

The upheaval in political life was an
approximation of the new directions of
the Awstralian economy in the closing
stages of the war and the years immedia-
tely following Except for a brief reces-
gsiom in 1922 the manufactiring industry
enjoyed a period of expansion and diver-
sification under solid tariff protection,
high export prices, and continued govern-
ment spending, An important change in
manufachring was the growth of heavy
industry and a move away from the old
comprador industries of the colonies, In
real terms this meant a lessening of direct
company ties with British imperialism,
The history of manufacturing in the 1920s
was that of ent aid to industry,
helping to make inroads into imports and
ultimately capture the home market from
Great Britain. Despite tariff preference,
British imperialism found its share of the
Australian market had dwindled to almost
2/3 of its pre-war position by 1928,

The United States benefitted from these
developments and doubled its share of

the market and established a firm hold in
the local economy.

The growth of heavy industry was epitom-
1s¢d by the founding of a large scale iron
and steel works nourished on government
contracts and protection.

The nullification of the old colonial ind-
ustries and comresponding rise of modemn
manufacturing produced a general instab-
ility in the allocation of labowr. Particul-
arly in the years 1919-1922 people found
themselves out of jobs and thrown into
new work situations, The militancy of
the final years of the war did not fade
away but was carried on into a whole

series of bitter and prolonged strikes and
lockouts,

THE INFLUENCE OF THE RUSSIAN
REVOLUTION:

One of the reasons for the upsurge in the
closing months of the war was the impact
of and widespread sympathy for the first
successful proletarian revolution in Russia,
News of the February Revolution reached
sympathetic ears in large sections of the
E:rpulation. A dearth of factual material
d condemned the Bolsheviks as liberals
in most peoples’ eyes, Little authentic
news was available, since most internat-
ional socialist publications had been
banned by regulation under the war Pre-
cautions Act. However the Bolshevik
victory and the peace on the Fastern
Front were widely welcomed by almost
all extra-parliamentary sections of the
Labor movement, Australian socialists
tended to support the majority of the
British and French sections of the Second
International, News of the minority
Zimmerwald Left led by Lenin andr{mm.m-
be Was scant and it was left to Russian
emigres in Awtralia, many of them Bol-
shevik sympathisers, to explain the details

Eif'f:e factional situation in the Ewropean

From the beginning of 1918 the most mil-
itant of the Australian industrial Oorganis-

ations - the Barrier A, M. A, and the
Brisbane Industrial Council - were calling
fora Commonwealth labour and trade
union conference to put préssure on the
government to declare itself for immediate
peace, By and large the official labour
bureaucracy ignored this call and support-

Front row: J. H. Catts (M.H.R.,

(W.A.), C. 5. McHugh (S.A.), J. Speedy (minute

DELEGATES AT AUSTRALIAN LABOR PARTY CONFERENCE, BRISBANE, OCTOBER 1921

N.S.W.). R. S. Ross (W.A), J. Kean (Vic.), Mrs. K !'lw}'rrr (N.5.W.), Arch. Stewan
(general secretary, Vie), W. H. Demaine (Qld.), W. J. Riordan (M.L.C., Qld.), E. L. Tf“"i'dl"“‘ (M.L.A., Qld.), W,
\?ﬁﬂarmark [3[.1.-..-\_, Qld.), G. E. Yates (S.A.), 5. R. ‘h"r-"ill'tzlrd_ (M.P.,5.A.), M. J. Murphy (S.A.)

: : J. Cunningh M.L.C.. W.A)), W. Carey (N.S.W.) L } -
-'U:Effr} I:HIIJPJ:IT::H{TEI.?_I.IS. W.A.). L. McDonald (M.L.C., Qld.), H. Kneebone (S.A.), \'[ M. Blackburn (Vie.), F. Withers
EA) : secretary, Qld.), F. Williamson (official reporter, Qld.)

k - E. C. 0'Dea (N.S.W.), D. L. McNamara (M.L.C., Vic.}, J. H. Scullin I['& ic.), J. L. Price [.'i]—.._P.‘ S.A.), D. Weir

Hi:!;&i Qld.), J. McDonald (M.L.C., Tas.), J. Hannan (Vie.), G. Callanan (W.A.), L. Halvorzen (W.A.), J. M. Power

ed Hughes' demand for unconditional
surrender.

LABOR'S REACTION TO THE RUSSIAN
REVOLUTION:

The general upturn in the revolutionary
movement internationally gradually
seeped through to many in the A.L.P,

E.]J. Holloway, secretary of the Melbourne
Trades' Hall Council, wrote a preface to
"a wonderful speech"” by , concur-
ring with his analysis of the imperialist
crisis, Holloway's fosiﬁnn typified that of
many inside the A,L.P. who responded to
the October Revolution in a romantic,
sometimes semi-mystical fashion. Basic-
ally, the concept of a Leninist party (such
as it was understood) was seen as irrelevant
because Labor's dominance in Australia
"had firmly laid the basis of a new nat-
ion". Labor ideology was to seek an
Australian exception to the unfolding of

a class society, While acknowledging

the existence of class in Australia, the
ideclogies of parliamentary labour

hoped to unite all classes in a utopian
state that was above class itself,

More than any other event, the Russian
Revolution and the mass support which
it evoked, sponsored a "genuine revolt
of the unionist background of the Party
against the time-serving and inaction of
the politicians",

THE FORMA TION OF THE COMMUNIST
PARTY OF AUSTRALIA:

Few radical Australian historians have
grasped the peculiar circumstances lead-
ing to the formation of an Australian
Communist Party, and the repercussions
that these circumstances had on the orien-
tation of the C,P,A, to the mass working
class party, It would be impossible in
the space available here to analyse thisin
detail, but perhaps our understanding of
the nature of the relationship between

the C,P.A, and the A,L.P, will be clar-
ified by recalling that the C,P,A, was
formed largely by militants disillusioned
with the Labor Party. In this sense the
C.P.A, at its emergence in October

1920 began with a rather eclectic and
haphazard attitude to the A,L.P, The
indigenous suspicions and fears of early
Party leaders such as Miles and Sharkey
were compounded by the intervention of
the Stalinized Commumist International
after 1927, Now one way, then the
other, the Communist Party scuttled
about the fringes of the labour movement
searching for a line of clarity, which it
never found - the continuity of confusion
exists to this day,

The Communist Party of Australia was
formed at a meeting in Sydney om Octob-
er 30 1920 which was attended by 26
people, At its foundation the party encom-
passed three main groupings, already

dealt with in previous articles in this

5::1‘1&5: former IWW militants led by Jack
Garden, members and former nmmrwrs of
small socialist parties and the largest
socialist party then in existence - the
Auwstralian Socialist Party.

Two months after its formation, the Party
split over its strategy towards the A L P,
The TWW group favoured "White Anting"
or I:ru:rrir}g from within, the remnants of

the socialist sects opted for an even more
sectarian approach, befitting their petty-
bourgeois outlook and former isolatdon

Anting"

. W. Lambert (M.H.R., N.5.W.), R. Cosgrove (M.H.A,,

in the labour movement. Rivalries
carrying over from the pre-amalgamation
period led the ASP also to distrust the
Garden group and it shortly refused to
pool its resources into the new party,

The ASP and the CPA thus came to com-
pete with one another for the honow of
becoming the Australian Section of the
Third International, the world revolution-
ary party founded by Lenin and

in 1919, Finally, after delegates from
both parties had attended the third con-
gress of the International, the CPA was
granted affiliation (August 1922), The
bulk of the membership of the ASP then
left their former party to its fate and
joined the CPA,

While the founding congress of the Third
International bad adopted a policy of
open hostility towards the labour and
social democratic parties which had be-
trayed the working class in the war, it
changed that in 1921, after the ebb in the
world revolution, It changed to a policy
of forming united fronts with labour
parties, a tactic devised by Lenin and
Trotsky to prevent the newly formed
communist party from becoming isolated
sects, sealed off by traditional working

class allegiance to the mass parties such
as the ALP,

Reluctantly and gradually, the CPA took
up this policy, but the ebb of militancy
in Australia reduced its influence in the
Labour councils to almost zero, Notwith-
standing this recalcitrance, some memb-
ers of the Party joined the ALP,

A proposed official united front policy at
leadership level between the ALP and CPA
was defeated due to the ALPbureaucracy's
suspicions and instinct for survival,

ALP leaders too, had heard Lenin's dict-
um that communists should support them
"as the rope supports hanging man. "

Only in 1924 did the CPA win a brief
success at the N,S,W, A_L.P, Conference
when it was granted provisional affiliat -
ion. It was then expelled a few months
later,

For the remainder of the 1920s the CPA
was forced back into an essentially
propagandist role where it lay estranged
from the mass of workers,

Labor, on the other hand secured the sup-
port of a new layer of militants with its
50 called "soclalisation" objective,

THE SOCIALIST OBJEC TIVE:

The adoption of a policy In favour of the
socialisation of Industry, Production, Dist-
ribution and Exchange by the Labor Party
in 1921 was conceived from two contradic-
tory directions, While acknowledging its
vulnerability to the new found working
class militancy, Labor leader Scullin also
went to great pains to pDi_Dt out that the
objective was an attempt "to prevent rev-
olution by force”, Years later Arthur C_ll"
well explained that the socialist objective
would combat "the spurious claims of the &
communists to be a working class party, .«
Indeed, one of the more remarkable asp-
ects of soclalist objective was the proces-
sion of repudiations it suffered immediate=
ly following its adoption. Despite its aum
of progressiveness, the objective was never
more then talked about, In many ways it
became the concentrated expression of

Labor's role as a bloc to a genuine soclal-
CONTINUED NEXT PAGE
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ud want none of this homecoming

NOT INTERESTED IN

YOUNG PEOFLE T JE TO RADICAL

COUNTRY PAR
pLOT.

Sqm!kiﬂ Brisbane recently, *Coimn'y
uﬂ; Doug Anthony said that

hﬂ'ﬂdﬂc tion of

wo
g:nl tﬁmi'ﬁigam the few, but +r:1di|:al
’mach;ﬁ who have been exercising

litical influence on our children

' fldren who could be going straight
:.:lcclt.:.l:tml polls, " Of course there are
po right wing teachers,

as
o [F:ggjit} will haye to find ways and

; of Interesting our young people,
:;t]“:-ohably form political branches in
high schools and universities, "

e —

litical branches anywhere a
- fun:;g have supporters. Perhaps the

thing to do with the students'lack of int-
erest in it, The racist Bjelke -Petersen

govermnment in the country at the
i’I“Wn’t time, perhaps students don't like
Jiscrimination against black people, the

ergency so that the South African racists
could play rugby.
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FISHERMEN DROWNED

Twenty-one Japanese fishermen were
ecently drowned off the coast of South-
em Tasmania, Their vessel was fitted
with a radio incapable of being tuned

to international distress signal wave-

with the owners in Japan. As a result
there was a twelve hour delay in getting
2id to the boat., There was one survivor,

AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT AIDS
INDONESIAN DICTA TORSHIP.

Within the last two weeks the Australian
. | government has given sixteen Sabre jets
fo the Suharto government in Indonesia.
Auwstralian instructors could be in Indon-
| | esia for up to a year training pilots

to fly the jets. Suharto's history of but-
chering and locking up political oppon—
ents doesn"t seem to turn the Labor gov-
ermments stomach any more than it did
McMahon's!

ONTINUED FROM PAGE 14

] R movement in this country - this was
Secially true in the years of Lang's pre-
Sinence in the 1930, Nevertheless,

dsPNpmzals for socialisation, in the

| dsof one ALP delegate were "from

1 ™ trade unionists", not just from the
€gates at ALP Conference

kl
| ‘hile the post-war

period saw a rapid

::;i of the confidence of the wcll:'rkcrs'

by the ent, this growth soon stagnated and

k1t Mid-20s the Nationalist government

. mﬁ"’[’ﬂﬁld to struggle to win back those
tuiong iy had made in the past, The

§ Hte ¢
d'hmﬂr growth of the economy had slowed

190 from reasonable 3, 5% p.a, in
o el, t0 1,5, in 1926, The impe tus
dlnhlacldag of demands on  consumer

€5, and new industrie Ita vl
prote es under (tariff
ftion had spent themselves out by 1926,

THE COVERNMENT OFFENSIVE:

The
hﬂ}ng party throughout the 1920s was

A

::mtﬁmd Nationalist and Country Party

od b under Bruce, Factional interests
i‘:‘th‘}' clashes meant that Bruce's

BeVRr goliq o @ precarions one, it was

Wag hrgnlaid Within itself, That problem

tve Degated by the absolute ineffec
I poge Gfll‘ab‘:’f as an Dl:‘spﬂsitiun to Bruce,
LT par hlﬂc’nt::.ry politics the A,L.P.

Mﬂt‘:;ﬁf;natlc and rather flabby current; a
betwe gy ﬂ,,w It confusion in the debate
October . JUPPOTters and opponents of the

. I revo) :
Jat ution, The Labor b
did pop know where Lit st,;::d* ureaucracy

Brvce
Ruffereq 80 such confusion ., He was

the right to vote for eight-
uld have serious consequ-

"so we as a polit-
reluctant as 1 am to advise

Anthony must have forgotten that in order
: policies of the Country Party haye some-

egime in Queensland is the only Country

we of police to stop people from handing
out leaflets near high schools or acts such
3 the 1971 declaration of a state of em-

lengths - it was solely for communication

CIVIL RIGHTS UNDER ATTACK

On February 9 the Melbourne Cij -
cil banned all political meetinﬁwlf 3:‘
City Square, Councillor Hanna Pan
commented on the ban: "I believe in
freedom of speech, bur political rallies
have no place in the City Square." She
also said that business houses in the

area had complained about noise from
the rallies,

It seems that the council is ing
nostalgic for the days before 1969 when
it was illegal to hand out leaflets on

the streets of Melbowrne. A mass cam-
paign forced the repeal of the restrictive
law (by-law 418), It seems that a similar
campaign will now have to be launched
for the right to use the City Square,

PALESTINIAN DEMONSTRATION.

ine to be given a distinct advantage

At 5 p.m, on Friday March 2 a2 demon-
stration in solidarity with the dispossessed
Palestinian Arabs will be held in Melbou-
me's City Square. All people who
support the right of the Palestinians to
determine their own future should attend,

RIGHT OF ASSEMBLY UNDER ATTACK.

Following an anti-Nazi demonstration in
Melbourne's City Square on June 11 lagt
year, seven people have had charges
laid against them by the police, The
charges include "unlawful asembly™”
and “"riotous behaviour," The charges
are clearly politically motivated and
constitute part of an attack on the right
to assemble for political purposes. The
charges will be heard at Sunshine Ma gist-
rate's Court on Monday February 26,

¢

NOT AUSTRALIAN ENOUGH

When the Aboriginal Rughy League team
approached the Australian Ruﬂrgm League
Federation for permission to wear green
and gold guernseys during their overseas
tour, they were told that the green and
FIJ colours are reserved only for true
Australian teams,

VICTORIAN CENSOR SHIP BILL

Victorian Premier Meagher is attempt-
ing to push an "anti-pornography” law
through parliament. However, even in
the Liberal Party the Bill is not popular
and Meagher has been forced to take ex-
traordinary measures to whip up support
for it, For example: since Meagher ord-
ered the police to clamp down on "porn-

ography", 72 tons of literature have been
seized,

Why this sudden concern for the morals

of Victorians? Well, Meagher isn't say-
ing, but the state elections are only a

few months off and Labor has an excellent
chance of winning for the first time since
1952, Perhaps he remembers Premier
Bolte's election tactics ~ show them who's
boss, hang someone. Meagher probably
couldn't get away with a hanging so he's
chosen a "pomography"” clampdown,

VICTORIAN SPECIAL BRANCH

Deputy leader of the Victorian

Labor Party Wilkes recently stated that
if Labor won the state elections it would
abolish the Special Branch of the Police

Force, - Wilkesreferredto the Special
Branch as the "political arm"” of the
police. He also revealed that the
Special Branch has files on one quarter
of all of the people in Melboume,
Wilkes doesn't intend to abolish the
political police, he merely intends to
hand over the work of the Victorian
Special Branch to the Federal body,

Cop

the Australian Security Intelligence

Organisation (ASIO),
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"Payroll? Hell, lady, we're delivering the lamb chops."

perfectly unequivocal about where his class
interests lay and led off an enthusixtic red-

baiting attack on Labor for the 1926 Geheral

Elections, In so doing Bruce pioneered the
first of many desperate "red-scare” election
campaigns that have been used by the anti-
Labor forces. The 1926 campaign of non-

{ssues was won easily by the Nationalists and

Bruce returned for another three years.

The maintenance of "industrial peace” bec-

ame an obsession with Bruce and his pursuit
of this goal ultimately led to his downfall,
The lull in the working class movement be-

tween 1922-26 ended with the re-election of

Bruce and his efforts to shackle Labor to
increased hours and strengthen the power of
the Arbitation Court.

He tried to amend the Crimes' Act to n'ieal
with militants and also inh::duccd a bill to
maintain essential service mdmnit:sﬂi’limc
event of disputes, Bruce was nEver

about his sustained attempts to smash union-
ism, In doing so,

entary ALP into submission, The result was
e 4

in Arbitration, This was, of course,
mﬂ:smﬂnf with the ALP leadership's tradit-

{onal view that instruments sach as arbitration anti-

i
were vital to mahh%dzeumlétﬁt

the State Iﬁﬂlam: B

anyone who appoﬁed“the D;::;:pmedim th:m“d
a "traitor”.

g::f::l’lui.uw;:u amendments were rejected by

the majority of Australians in a re wm,

ristic style, Bruce, undeterred
Itﬂisﬂ::ﬁalmm?mﬁcﬁm af his anti-w
ing class legislation, proceeded toamen

i bt e it
___'__‘,_\.J;pi_'.l.:hh.‘ t;

he frightened the parliam-

support of Bruce,

the Arbitration Act in 1928,

sires of the majority of the population cost
Bruce an electiog, [n 1929 Labor won a
landslide and Bruce became the first and
only Australian Prime Minister to lose his
seat,

THE END OF THE 19205

ough Labor had been eclipsed nationally
Sg}:ahuguﬁcut the 1920s it had enjoyed a resurg-

ence in state politics. There were Labor
rnments in all states at various per-
jods during the decade.

But the militancy of the workers' strugg-
les, particuarly the Timber Workers and
Coal Miners in the last years of the dec-
ade took Labor by surprise. The wﬂ.llmg-
ness and audacity of the trade unionists
to adopt innovative forms of action,
aside from the use of the strike, only
drove the Labor bureaucracy back even
more firmly to arbitration and reconcil-
jation with the industrial courts. Under
the witch-hunt atmosphere of the Bruce
government the workers looked to pol-
itical Labor for leadership. Instead,
Scullin, Theodore and Co, responded with
support for some of the most reactionary
union legislation ever framed in this
country. While ALP parliamentarians
mref?lly avoided the task of leading the
working class in a political fight against
¢, the industrial ucl;iﬂun of the P'a':lgr
de some token efforts to carry on
:::Emitﬁng and intensive fight against
the arbitration proposals," Again, the
ACTU effectively side the
to the issue by ref to indicate what
form of action should be taken against

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT RENDERS
EXAMS UNNECESSARY

A NSW Education Department spokesman
recently commented on the fact that
2,500 qualified students were refused
admission to NSW universities: “"They
would have dropped out or failed exam-
inations at the end of the year, So the
authorities have done them a favour by
knocking them back now". The Educat-
ion Department should have told the
world earlier about its ability to know

in advance which students will drop out
or fail exams - it would have saved the
universities the bother of having to set
exams to determine which students they
congider qualified to continue with their
courses,

BUTCHER PREPARES SIMPLE WELCOME,

Indonesia's President Suharto, who order-
ed the 1965 massacre of thousands of
political opponents and who has impris-
oned thousands more without wial, is
preparing a simple little dinner for Prime
Minister Whitlam's visit. One of the
courses will be an ice cream cake a yard
wide at the base and shaped like Mount I
Krakatau - Just like the Indonesiah
peasants eat,

WOULDN'T KNOW HIM FROM ANY
OTHER PERSCN IN THE STREET,
NSW Premier Askin, speaking to the
press on February 16 described as scur-

rilous an zccusation by state Labor
leader Einfeld that there were personal 1
links between him and Ampol chairman
W.M. Leonmard., Azkin w -_-:-J,' n to say
that his only contact with Leonard had
been at public and social functions att
ded by other leading businessmen, The
sydney "Sun" commented in its editorial
f.I'l\':i I'.'::']! .':-::-!- course the |\'-.':E:';-.'r hould
kmow the boss of Ar | B
men of another (W) mp o
That surel g 4 pre r's job Getting
ibout, K ing the rich and
P'm st ¢ mi ouldn! inguish
betwes 2
LEFTIST .« « &
Gerry Si the Fel ry 7 "AusE-

lian™ writes about reaction in (rérmany

3 the fortieth anniversary of Hitder'
iccession to power, Old newspapers i
being reprinted, newspapers are discuss-
Loy Hitler's rise and 'i".l?lL‘:' discussions |
are being conduc ted, Stewart goes om to
describe how "'some nc [ COmMm-
entators used the occasion O urge VWest
German youth to leamn from the past and
not fall for the ideas of lefrist radicals l
who advocate nationalising banks, insur-
ance companies and major industries”
- . Leftist radicals?. . . . Seems
like the past has confused some news-
paper commeniators,

MAKES IT WORTHWHILE

Each US prisoner of war returning from
Viemam will receive a gold plated life-
time pass good for admittance O any
professional baseball game,

. » « STEVE PAINTER

This refusal and the amendments, Thus the way was left
incapacity to respond to the interests and de- open for the Nationalists to protect the

N.S,W. coalmine owner John Brown who
had locked out thousands of miners from
his collieries - The refusal of Bruce to
prosecute Brown was a triumph for the
capitalist offensive, despite the fact that
the Brown case finally provoked political
Labor into action, Labor's refurn to
power was aided by the Govemnment's
“pledge to defeat the class struggle” and
the ruthless attempts to defeat the
seamen's strike in 1925 by deporting
leaders of their union, Walsh and Johnston,

Qut of office for 15 years, Labor had no
difficulty in persuading A ustralians that
it would be a step forward &ami the most
reactiona litics of Bruce - it was a
negative ;Yx:i::pla, but 2 good one and 50
Australidn capitalism found its most
severe crisis - the depressionof 1923 -

1932 with the Federal Labor Government
of James Scullin,
FOOTNOTES:
1. cited in Tumer, Industrial Labor and
Politics, p 172

4 orster, Industrial Development

Australia 192 2

h: . , The World Crisis, forward
by E.]J. Hollaway R
-I? R‘..JS. Ross, Revolution in Russia and
Australia, Melb,

3. V.C. Childe,
6, cited by McQueen, H,
out Power" in Australian ] -
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COME TO THE
\\  SOCIALIST YOUTH
| & ALLIANCE

§  4TH NATIONAL w
CONFERENCE ?
IN SYDNEY

APRIL 20-23

e 1}

e —

Reports on the youth radicalization With special sessions on E
the lertiary student moverment. secor 1dary school str Iales
young workers and Labor youth as well as d SCUSS he

O ON
international revolutionary moverment. the antiver Movement

= SN

: 2 i
Wornens lberation and the perspectives for soci isim in Australa, |

Fra i
Registration, i

bilets, transport,
documents and ‘
more information
avalable from:. HORAR
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