he agreement by the U. S. to halt
& bombing and to withdraw its
:;ﬂilﬂng troops from South Viet-
; 'hi! a long-soughtfor victory
| ¢ Viemamese people. It is
%0 a victory for the antiwar

An editorial

Temﬂ“ here and throughout
EauWDrld, But imperialist inter-
Dde:lm In Viemam is far from

u;'?‘le ;ltmrds do nothing to re-
olitca] € social, economiec, and
| the Problems that have been

root of the Vietnam war.
: Imperialists recognize the fact
ol fnrmlea and two govern-

Orces in South Vietmam,
fepresenting basically op-

US AbortionVictory; abr ’S ,1'

posed class forces.

On the one side is the Saigon
regime of the landlords and cap-
italists, backed by U.S. imperial-
ism. On the other side are the
revolutionary forces based on the
workers and peasants. This is an
inherently unstable situation. One
side or the other will eventually
have to predominate, and that can
only be determined in struggle.

The ceasefire accords an-
nounced Jan. 24 will not bring
peace to Indochina. They signal

a new stage of the civil war, and

of Washington's intervention.
Nixon and Kissinger are trying
to create an .atmosphere of ela-
Hon over the accords, claiming
that the armistice justifies the ge-
nocidal war the U.S. has waged

against the people of Viemam.

Thieu and Nixon... Deace’ accords would maintain pro-U.S. Pegime In Saigon.

This claim is utterly false. Wash-
ington's aggression in Indochina
will go down as one of the greatest
crimes ever against humanity.

As we go to press, the terms
of the accord are just becoming
available. In future issues we will
analyze them in detail. But in their
broad outlines, the accords do not
end U.S. intervention in Vietnam.
U.S. forces will remain poised to
defend the Saigon regime, even
after U.S. soldiers are withdrawn.
B-52s and other aircraft will re-
main in Thailand, on aircraft car-
riers off the coast of Vietnam, and
on other Asian bases. Thousands
of "civilian technicians® from the
U.S. will be "advising” Thieu's
forces.

The U.S. will continue to pump
massive economic aid to the Sai-
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ation Plans §

" ‘F-l.‘-'r e .. _|1|l". ; "'." 3y
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ey

gon clique. Waskington will b
permitted to maintain Thieu's
forces, including the world's thirc
largest air force, at their presen
bloated level. Many U.S. bases
and much U.S. war materiel io
South Vietnam have already been
turned over to the Saigon diclator.
Jn his news conference, Kissin:

ger gave lip service to the idea
of "free elections." But there is no
specific provision guaranteeing
such elections. This, Kissinger
stated, is to be worked out "be-
tween the two South Viemamese
parties." Rules governing the elec-
tions, including what offices are
open, are to be discussed by a
"national council of national rec-
onciliation and concord." Thieu
has unconditional veto power over
Continued on page 2
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Conlinued from page |
all proposals presented to this body. Any elections Thieu
agreed to would be "free elections™ Saigon style.

Far from preparing for "free elections,” Thieu is preparing
a bloodbath of political executions, mass arrests, and po-
litical terror to liguidate any opposition.

In the coming struggles in South Vietnam, Washington
will not remain neutral. Kissinger made it crystal clear in
his news conference that the U.S. will back Saigon to the
hilt He repeatedly warned North Viemam not to “violate”
the accords. Washington threatens to unleash once again
S | its terrible destructive power if the landlord-capitalist regime
- in Saigon appears to be in danger.

a : With eynical double-speak, Kissinger spoke about the right
of Viemam to self-determination. But the very fact that the
U.S. has negotiated the future of Vietnam is in itself a fun-
damental violation of self-determination.

Washington's diplomacy has been the diplomacy of terror
bombing and genocidal air raids on the people of Viemam.
It has relied, and continues to rely, on the force of arms
to impose its will on Vietmam.

The Thieu regime would not survive a day without the
massive military support of the U.S. Yet Nixon keeps this
regime in power in the name of "self-determination”!

The terms of the ceasefire contain numerous violations
of the principle of self-determination, and many concessions
wrung out of the Viemamese rebel forces.

For example, while Kissinger said American POWs are
to be released "unconditionally” within 60 days, there is no
guarantee or ftime limit for the release of the estimated
200,000 political prisoners held in Thieu's prisons, Kissinger
said the 'pm'blem* of distinguishing between civil-war pris-
oners and “criminals” would be worked out between the Thieu
regime and the Provisional Revolutionary Government.

_ The accords contain other conditions that Washington has

.ifpaospdtu; the T.r"lel_n.amese. North Vigtfmm has been forced

0 accepl Ihese conditions under the military blows of Wash-
ington ﬂl‘!.l:l the failure of both Moscow and Peking to ade-
quately _fud the Viemamese, either politically or militarily.

'ifj‘he .‘Viemamese, of course, have every right to negotiate
and sign an agreement with the U.S. and Saigon. But we
Mmust not give support in any way to the conditions the U. S
SHPOSESon them. Any atlempt to paint these conditions as
a ‘:vir:lory" can only disarm and disorient the infern: ‘S &
antiwar movement and the defenders of the Viem; B
gle for self-determination. Our job is to tell th e .ﬂrug-
l;l: B:&unditf;lms Washington, Mumwh and Pekif}gu'u htgvihiumm
Posed on the Viemamese people. We l';‘lu*il repare { T
mobilizing opposition 1o U, S B il i g gpare to continue
- In his televised speech on Tuesday J“n oo e
0 s : ¥, Jan. 23, Nixon appealed
5 caried ont and geu - 1D IEUTE Bal the agteemen
through this referc:nr:g that liem‘rﬁ;iti{t]l‘:]&géueﬂa mi]lde : :i{&ar
cow and Peki §: O Iely on Mos-
HHGE ool pré:i:{? l:lxnert}l;:;ﬂul.;e?cc“ on the Vietnamese. They

O agree to terms acceptable

1o ‘hf U. S S0 as not
" - w l{] E & o :
Kikkinper ate ndanger their detente with Nixon.

Pk o st Ly

i
rR 4 ﬂl.,rtll.'l.'_i\.l
PR Y bt N

AT i}nr:launred that Washington had the agree-
) e Pﬁking to jﬂin d b]g power CﬂﬂfEIEIlce

The heirs of Stalin i
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in Peking have Fepeatedly re{usezmttn
with an adequate defense in
lations of either Johnson or

and‘their counterparts
provide the Vietmamese
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st recent terror b '
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BY JOHN PERCY

Antiwar protests were held in the major
Australian cities January 19 & 20 in
response to the call by the National
Peace Acton Coalition in the United
States and the Stockholm Peace Confer-

ence.

In spite of the short notice, the univers-
ity Tulida}*s, and continuing fanfares
from the press about peace possibilities
and new negotiations, hundreds of people
showed their opposition to Nixon's gen-
ocide in demonstrations in Sydney,
Melbourne, Adelaide, Brisbane, Perth
and other centres around Australia,

In Sydney, 600 people attended a rally
outside the U, S, Consulate, A wide
range of speakers addressed the crowd,
with a variety of political views, but
the most predominant slogan on placards
carried by the demonstrators was :

"No Conditions —U. S, Out Now!"
Speakers included Australian Labor Party
Senator Arthur Gierzelt, Elliott V. Elliott,
federal secretary of the Seamen's Union,
the Rev. Ted Noffs, Tas Bull from the
Waterside Worker's Federation, Laurie
Carmichael, Assistant Commonwealth
Secretary of the Amalgamated Metal
Worker's Union, Jim Mcllroy of the
Socialist Workers League, and Frans
Timmerman of the University of New
South Wales Students' Union,

At the Sydney rally, Laurie Carmichael
of the A,M.W, U, announced that a
delegation of trade union lead ers from

N Viemam had accepted an invitation
to visit Australia, and were scheduled to
leave Hanoi on January 27, Last year,
three Australian union officials visited
North Vietnam,

After the rally, some of the demonstrat-
ors marched to the post office to send
posicards of protest to Nixon.

At the demonstration, nearly 200 copies
were sold of a cial Viemam issue of
DIRECT ACTION, fortnightly newspaper
of the Socialist Workers League

and the Socialist Youth Alliance, the
sympathising organisations of the

Fourth International in Australia.

In line with national and international
demonstrations against Nixon's ina ugur-
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Antiwar Action
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ation, a protest and E‘mﬂlh. . Sl
bout 359 2 0¢

ion Tran Tha nh, Vu Dinh, & Do Trong Hop at Sydney airport

Action

organised in Perth, heate .
attended a demonstrg 30 peac
Widespread support fu?“&m‘ :

ment was indicated : p
large numbers of P‘“:yl’l:h:hnh Ent}
ol

¢d similar demonstra

20 and 28, and Jnnua?}rmr %
the rally included union l..e o
student activists fro 4
Institute of TechnulI:g:rhe,ﬁ“'m? ‘E
Labor parliamentarians W _l!‘lreui_
ralian Labor Premier Tankl:ntm A,
message of support, 1150 sepy ,

On January 20 a rally of
King George Square, Brifbgﬁmmh

speakers condemn the

US aggression in Indo Chin S8 of
included ALP members, 5 Seam
Union official and othe:- lmil:nmh;nl'
well as members of left-win el
Large banners, calling for UE

were draped between flag poles i .’
square so that although ; motion the
march was defeated large nlﬂnhuhl
Saturday morning shoppers say ey
In Melbourne, a demonstrg |
held on the Friday ni
below). o

tion yay
(see T'€ pory

In Adelaide, 200 peop
in the centre of the ci The
official slogan for the € MOonstration

called on N T
treaty Nt o2 1 "Sign the pesce

le demmu d

;Jnt unfnzrct'una te feature of the
anuary 20 actions was the b i
way in which they were urgalrl::;ﬁnc
some centres. In Sydney, for example
the Association for Internationa] :
Cooperation and Disarmament (AICD)
attempted to substitute itself for the
antiwar coalition that had organised
previous successful antiwar actions,
AICD is controlled by the Communist
Pm:ty of Australia (CPA), which is
frying to return to a previous era when
it could dominate any mass
movement in a thoroughly Stalinist
and undemocratic manner (see DA 34),
Hopefully, in the new conditions
where there is a mass radicalisation
amongst students and young workers,
caused in part by the worldwide
reaction to the Vietnamese war
itself, it will be less sucessful than
in the past.

to Nixon's negotiating acrobatics, which
have cooled off some of the spontaneous
reaction which brought 4, 000 onto the
streets on New Year's Eve in Melbourne.
Most of the blame for the comparative
smallness of the march can however

be laid at the feet of some of the
antiwar forces themselves, notably the
VMC leadership, which had topped off
a period of growing ambivalence
towards the movement'with a ﬂeﬂug'blt

committment to this particular acuon.
e demonstration happened at all
only through the enthusiasm of a [EW
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task of the
"to sum up the e:tperl:nm
in its first 13 months o
of the I:E“ggfaw the lessons and lay down
exiteE="1 (or our future work,

guidelines
Ig character as an integral

The I;?tg:al world. movement,
part ling for socialism on all continents

demonstrated by the greetings it
was O e om the overseas sections and
recelve f the Fourth International,

P ags came from the Soclalist Action
reeE R New Zealand; the League for

ﬁf:ist Action/Ligue Socialiste

nada: the Socialist Workers
m“lftﬁi %35; the Japan Revolutionary
sy unist League; the Israeli Socialist
&mﬂnﬂm (Marxist); the Veneruelan
&Trg;}‘)'i’t Group; the Partido Revolu-
clonario de 10§ Trabajadores (Revolu-

Vorkers Party) of Uruguay; and
i?;?rﬂ"du Socialista de los Trabajadores
{alist Workers Party) of Argentina,
All these organisations are in front
of the struggle for socialism in

their countries and intermationally, The
work of the Argentine Socialist Workers
Party, for example, in organising a class
sruggle workers front in the elections
there, must be an inspiration to revolu-
Honary socialists everywhere (see article
, B6Y, and the greetings from the PST

of Argentina ).

-

mkyism is internationalist through and
Eugh_ Flowing from this outlook, the
Conference began with a report on the
{sternational situation. The repart
focussed on the struggle in Vietnam
which, it pointed out, remains the
central issue in world politics today, ‘the
central arena of the struggle between the
forces of world revolution and capitalist

counter revolution, The so-called "peace”

treaty, the report stressed, would not
lead to peace and justice in Vietnam,
The treaty was forced on the Vietmnamese
by the US through a combination of terror
and pressure exerted by the bureaucracies
of the Soviet Union and China, who have
completely betrayed their elementary.

to defend another workers state
from imperialist attack.

Only the victory of the socialist revolu-
tion in Indo China can bring about a just
ce, and that means the total wit%i-
drawal of all US forces from the region
‘and the overthrow of the military -land-
lord- Thieu clique in Saigon, Our task in
Australia remains that of explaining the
‘meaning of the recent eyents and

The Second National Conference of the
Soclalist Workers League decided to
launch a drive to obtain 500 new sub-
scriptions to DIRECT ACTION by Easter
at the special rate of 15 issues for $1,

At this crucial time for the world revolut-

fon you cannot afford to be without a
single issue of DIRECT ACTION, As

the Viethamese revolution faces a new
phase with the constant threat of a retumn

1o an earlier era, vou need to have the

Contact

demanding that the US get out now and
}et the Viemamese dauglﬂna their own
uture,

The report also considered the rising
curve of struggle in the advanced capi-
tallst countries, where the radicalisation
continues to dee
new layers, A
the international character of this move
to the left among the youth and the
labour movement is the gains made by
the labour and gocial-democratic parties

and extend to ever
demonstration of

litical resolution which set projections
or our local work,
this document was
the National Secretary of the SWL, The
document systematically developed the
analyses
readers of DIRECT ACTION,

The document begins by setting the
developing crisis facing the Australian
ruling clags in the context of the crisis
of the world capitalist system, Then,
after considering the contradictions of
Auwstralian capitalism, the draft analyses

main report on
ven by Dave Holmes,

and positions familiar to the

struggle - mass action and not a rellance
on parliamentarianism, We also advance
transitional demands which point direct-
ly to a soclalist re
such as the demand for a sliding scale of
hours and wages, against inflation and
unemployment,

tion of soclety,

The draft concludes by reemphasising
the central and decisive importance to
the smiiallst revolution of the building of
a revolutionary party, which can
correctly lead !'.ll::l :

oppressed against the capitalist state,

variows sections of the

in recent elections in Australia, Canada,

New Zealand and Germany.

The report concluded with a suryey of
the anti-bureaucratic struggles in the
workers states, and the continual upsurge
of the colonial revolution, which has not
been halted by the numerous defeats it
has suffered in the past years. The report
was unanimously endorsed by the
Conference,

Next on the agenda was a report on the
discussion now underway in the world
Trotskylst movement in preparation for
the 10th Congress (the 4th Can?re.s
since the 1963 reunification) of the
Fourth International later this year, The
reporter was Jim Percy, who was elected
the National Organiser of the SWL after
the conference. This report, which was
unanimously endorsed, projected a
conference of the League in July to
consider, in particular, the questions
facing the world movement in more
detail and adopt a comprehensive
position for the World Congress,

All of Sunday was devoted to the

o
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ese situation,

The peace accords leave open the
possibility of U.S. reinvolyement if
Thieu can manufacture a convincing
enough pretext, Unlike many people we
have not been lulled into complacency

» the manoeuvres of the imperialists.
me know that the Vietnamese people
are still in mortal danger and for that
reason we intend to keep our readers
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presentation and discussion of the draft

ek,

SWL Conference SetsD

paper with the best reports on the Viemam-

the various sectors of the mass movements
and sets forth our tasks in relation to

them - the antiwar, women's liberation,

black and student movements, the labour
movement and the Labor party. We
shall not attempt o summarise in

detail this part of the draft, as the
esseqtial points will appear in articles in
our press over the coming months, The
main tenor of the draft here was the
very fayourable conditions that were
developing for the advance of the
socialist movement,

A key section of the draft was one which
elaborated our basic method, the method
of Trotsky's Transitional Program. This
method consists in trying, in all cases,

to link the day-to-day struggles of the
oppressed with the struggle for socialism
through a series of democratic and
transitional demands, The draft points
out that struggles for elementary democ-
ratic rights can have, in an era of
capitalist decline, a very revolutionary
significance (such as, for example, the
democratic right of national self-
determination), But in all these struggles
we push for reyolutionary means of

| .

..!‘“\%.

abreast of the latest developments there
and to call on them to take action to
support the Vietnamese when necessary.

The struggle for socialism is an inter-
national one. Not only in Viemam, but
all over the world oppressed people are
struggling against the exploiters, P.L'ml]
over the world struggles are erupting that
are shaking the capitalist system to 1
foundations, We believe these events
are important and that it is essential for

socialists to be aware of and support them.

That is why we carry the most up to date
and accurate information on these areas

oo,

7 ernational
But we don't only report on interna
struggles. The people who produce and

cell DIRECT ACTION are leading activists

in this
in the struggles for socialism in
country too, We carry the most up to

date and accurate news and analysis of the

Subscribe

The draft was unanimously endorsed by
the conference, The unanimity arcund
these perspectives and conceptions was
also a final judgement by the whole
group on the claims of those who split
away from us last August, to form the
"Communist League",

The final day of the Conference consider-
ed the Organisaton report, a press

report and a report on last August's

split. The highlight of the press report
was the launching of a drive to

increase the circulation of DIRECT
ACTION and gain 500 new subscriptions
by Easter, Finally a new National
Committee and Control Commission
were elected,

The Conference marks the close of a year
of development for the SWL, In that time
the League has become a much more
solidly structured nucleus, camrying out ar
active intervention in all the sectors of
the mass moyement, The conference
makes us confident the League will
extend its size, influence and prestige in
the coming year,
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Jim Percy, Natiomal Drgani_s-:_r of SWL, addressing the conference

rive for 500 New Subs

struggles of the workers, students, womel
black people and gay people,

We believe that a clear understanding of
the Labor Party is necessary for socialists
in this country. For this reason we have
articles on the historical roots of the ALP
as well as analysing the latest develop-
ments inside it at the moment.

If you want to hxm.']:hfhm%i‘bu:t I;llétrﬂl;||r
socialist movement both in coun
and overseas, you must read DIRECT
ACTION, No other paper will print the
truth. The press barons won't — they
haye a stake in keeping people ignorant
and the other left papers either distort
reality by twisting it to fit their sectariar
schemas or are afraid to tell the truth
because they have tied themselves to the
vileged bureaucracies in Moscow and

eking.

If you want to read the truth, you must
m:d DIRECT ACTION so subscribe now !

To Direct Action

SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY OFFER , . svnuss
issues of DIRECT ACTION,
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BY FRANS TIMMERMAN

Huage demonstrations were held all ove
i the world during January to protest the
1. 5. war in Indochina.

January 20, was met with especially
around the world,

"There are more Americans here at the
Washington Monument saying 'No' to th
war than there are a half-mile away at

"‘&."i E Nixon. And that's the real measure of
3 ey the way things stand today in the USA. "
i

. ;,':;J Peace Action Coalition, was addressing
R | more than 100,000 people who had
ik marched there for the rally,

The signs and chants along the line of
the march seemed to be evenly divided

and those favouring the signing of the
nine-point peace plan.

i
r
L]
f The chants of the demonstrators could be
¥ heard in the reviewing stands a half-
WE: mile away where 20, 000 people had
FRg gathered to watch the swearing-in rites
¥
3

-

for the world's No. 1 war criminal for
another four years as U, S, president,

Antiwar and anti-Nixon signs were also
in abundance along the route of the
president's inaugwation. Many of those

from the Lincoln Memorial to the

Washington monument, where the rally
was held,

In his speech, which received one of the
most enthusiastic responses from the
erowd, Jerry Gordon said:

"The iar.est proposed agreement will not
end U, S, intervention in South-east
Asia or even in south Vietmnam., ., ,,
Hundreds of warplanes will still be in
Thailand and the Seventh Fleet will still
be off the Vietnam coast — poised and

v lining the streets to watch Nixon go by
[ held up protest signs.

e

- The antiwar march itself was so la

5 that it took well over two houws for the
i main body to march the short distance
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18 effective publicity hard tor
§¢. In the actual demonstration
* Was something for ey, i

e Ml:ﬂ displayed a full range of glogans

.T-"", End US Domination of Australia,
B s ast mentioned 1o
’ ._-: ; ;ﬂwﬂtﬂ : .

E wmg swz. mubﬁ the Maoists in

-'%?: have forgotten that the War in

- their attention 1o ex

: ling 118 jnt
from Australia to hereautgm umatmﬁts
Spatriotic bowgeaixi'::ﬁ. 'I}::WASA t

Leadership's Lick of ; i
interest in Vi
Was made Elear at the Ducembermﬁmm
3 Meeting at which the concept of
ig the expulsion of Omegas ( and

other U, 8, militany
Ty bases) th
of VMC activity in the I:I;!ureevf::n::t
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U, S, President Nixon's inauguration day,

large antiwar protests in various centres

the inaugumation saying '"Yes' to Richard

benween those supporting "U. S, Out Now!™

: '1 ke =] -
a{‘ AR -!_-[;-F#'E,;_i?{ 4
il

-Australia, Meetings Planning the march

ready to resume bombing operations. . .

r "Our demand remains what it has always
been, " Gordon stated, "for the i
immediate, unconditional removal of a
U.S, military forces, warplanes, ships,
military bases and advisers from South-
east Asia."

Meanwhile, demonstrations of bem‘e.en
4,000 and 10, 000 people were held in
Boston, San Francisco, Los Angeles,
Portland and Chicaga.

In Europe, one of the largest January 20
protests was in Dortmund, West Germany,
according to United Press International.
Conservative estimates by the police put
the number of participants at 10, 000,

€

The speaker, Jerry Gordon of the National

UPI also reported on demonstrations in

Paris, Berlin, Stockholm, Tokyo and

New Delhi:

“In Paris, a police van and several
private autos were set ablaze, and the
riot police clashed with leftists, who
hurled gasoline bombs, The war pro-
testors wearing helmets and wielding
iron bars, fried to stage their demonstrat-
1on outside the United States Embassy on
the Place de la Concorde, but the police
prevented them from reaching the area, "

About 5, 000 people marched through
downtown Stockholm, according to UPI,

chanting "Long Live the National Liberat-
ion Forces!"

In Berlin, a rally of 1,000 Persons was
held outside the U.S, Information
Agency's cultural centre,

Photos of Nixon were burned outside the
U, S, Embassy in Tokyo at the end of a
march by 1,200 people,

In New Dekhi, 500 demonstrators at a
rally in front of the U, S, Information
Agency chanted "Nixon the killer” and
"Americans, get out of Vietnam, "

The January 20 demonstrations followed
on the heels of a series of antiwar dem-
onstrations throughout Europe in recent
weeks. In Milan, a demonstration of
30, 000 took place in the afternoon on
January 13, followed by an evening rally
in a sports stadium, e next day,
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forward. Since this meetin W

even dropped its cover for t%u g.:“l;s.
They no longer hide behind “defending
the Viethamese by kicking the Yanks
out of Australia", For the demonstration
on January 19 their sole contribution

Was appearing at the march with

banners denouncing US domination of

w:rﬁ of no interest to them at all
:ur £reas serious Antiwar activists put
n a lot of work 1o publicise the march

T‘hg other maj
4ntiwar movement in I"s‘.[elbnume, the

1 by
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IndoChina - No Conditions. For all
their talk about respecting th
of the Vietnamese the CPA's demand is
“b.lfﬂtl‘r‘t_l}' Pressuring the Vietnamese to
dccept Nixon's terms, in the tradition
We might add of the Moscow and

Pein‘:ing bureaucracies, These
cla:m_to be allies of the Vietnamese,
yet this action in effect says "if you
want our continued support concede
a bit and sigm",
for a long time poiated out the
uselessness of demands such as "Sign
E"IO'R;" even in the short term, The CPA
§ claiming that by demanding "Sien
Now" the',’gfurce t}:e ﬁ.mcrica%& to :
Withdraw long enough to give the
Vietnamese a chance fO recuperate

and be ready when the next US invasion
occurs. Even to the CPA the
l®Mmporary nature of any treaty is

International Antiwar Actions

another demonstration of 30, 000 occwred

in Bonn, filling the city's Munsterplatz.

Even after Nixon ordered a halt to the
12-day bombing raid on I-hr;tnl and
Haiphong, worldwide revulsion over the
Nixon administration's war policies
continued to be cxpressed in massive
protest actions,

An Agence France-Presse report stated
that "some 50, 000 people tock part in
a demonstration on Sunday afternoon
(Jan. 6) in Utrecht (The Netherlands)
protesting American bombing of Viet-
nam. " An NBC television news report

on the action stated that organisers of the

march estimated the crowd at 100, 000.

The antiwar action, supported by virtually

all Dutch trade unions, was the largest
demonstration in the Netherlands since
the end of World War II .

In Stockholm, between 10,000 and

15, 000 persons joined in an antiwar
march on Dec. 20, The acton was the
largest of the annual demonstrations held
in Sweden on that date to commemorate
the founding of the south Vietnamese
NLF.

A contingent of more than 500 people
marched under the banners of the Indo-
china Solidarity Campaign. The ISC
opposed the inclusion of the demand that
"Nixon must sign" the Paris accords as
one of the demands of the demonstration
The ISC felt that this demand violated
the Vietmamese people's right to self-

determination,

In Copenhagen, about 7,000 people
marched on Dec. 23 against the bombing.
In London, 700 demonstrated on the same

day.

Between December 19 and 31, thousands
were mobilised in cities throughout
France by the Indochina Solidarity Front,
Protests were also held throughout Italy
and in Bangladesh,

Three days after the massive January 20
protests, President Nixon gave a televis-
lon speech announcing the initialing of

)
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letnamese § obvi i o
were at‘taﬂkl‘:gt: fubmission, SYA /SWL the :;J]"f”"': 1-"f”ht-lw-",-' reluse to demand
on slogans amv:w time discussion ¥ solution - US get out
I Or not re i

g:::l!lﬂm of the : VItahI::fnt::nlE E]'e Add to Thi.i tj'](_- stifling role the CPA iy
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) . many times, w
antiwar forces do not have to i

and only principle
demand 1o place on the us l}: Er;:%ﬂr.jf

Past year or 5o,
Comparatively
EKPQE.l the Cp
movement wi
l.'luﬂl'.ling it and
union contgcty :

disposal, ["rulu e

. With what amounts to
.‘strt}ng fesources we could
A 1o enter the antiwar
th the Perspective of
Placing g resources,

on at ity

the re
€verse has been the

the Vietnam truce., He =
"the United States will ;}.:,:}:"dﬁl
recognise the Governmeng of ;ﬁ'
lic of Vietmam as the sole loot
government of South Viitlun? i :
But despite Nixon's talk '
with honor" and "Sﬂlf-d:t:ﬁnl:i’;p‘iﬁ
for South Vietnam'", {¢ is clggy atiod
the

U, S, intends to maintain
domination of South wﬁmhgipeﬂllht

On Jan, 22, Pentagon offjcf

that the withdrawal of U, sﬂ:;"““w
South-east Asia would be yo ‘Im'-'?il
following a cease-fire, sq.-“:‘,
will be kept in the region for .y | PONer
a few years more, & or atleay

Nixon will not hesitate to e
and sea power in Indoching ;PEIE air

struggle for national liberag lool
like succeeding, ﬂn

To further put the squeeze on

namese liberation forces, Segrt:;m'
Defence Melvin Laird stated unhzq
that following a cease- fire a &

the U, S, would attempt to nE:m o
agreement with the Soviet Union 2
China to cut off arms supplies taf;&
Laird felt optimistic that this cogld i,
arranged because, he saig, mebt
desire for trade with the U.s, "ist‘h:
strongest weapon that we

Yandgit PO haye In oyr

The response of the Saigon regime fs
indicated by the police state measues
that President Thieu has decreed, The
repressive measures show what Thieg

[abor's ann

|
the P;Tiiitﬂff for the working people

1
AF his country.
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ounced intention to abolish
auses of the Arbitration

It is the -:u.lminattil::
ign which began with
lmn;;ﬁlligtian against the gaoling
el rie O'Shea under these powers

:‘: "i:g]zg Thousands of workers marched

ets, and hundreds of thousands

ln:ﬁenn‘q:uikc to demand O'Shea's
W

Liberal governments have not

;I::s:a.mn to really challenge the
grong e

elings of the great majority

of trade unionists on this question.
ton to the use of penal clauses

a 1m=rk of a revival in trade union

ﬁiuncy on a broad scale. It was the
at demonstration of a new

and aggressiveness amongst
wnﬂ::ﬁcfﬂe trade unionists, after

ﬁg same time, the abolition of these
lauses by a Labor government clearly
;.aws the way the ALP reflects the

erful pressures of its base amongst
{ﬁ; who work, and those who suffer

ession in this sDcict}.!. This is yet
snother clearly progressive consequence
of the Labor victory last December,

However, we must also see that this
gep forms part of a new strategy for
labor relations fostered by the new
[sbor administration, Generally, the
move is away from reliance on the

two decades of relative quiescence.

o

ment would "step up" the prosecution
rate for breaches ojpaward.s by unions
and employers - a statement which
suggests that unions will be kept under
close scrutiny, It might also be argued
that abolition of the penal clauses will
do no more than formalise the situation
which has, in fact, prevailed in indust.
ry over the past few years. Trade union
rejection of the sanctions has made

them inoperable anyway. "

For "The Age" editorialist it is a "Labor
experiment”, Indeed, the whole venture
of supporting a Labor government is for
"The Age" an experiment - one which
has great dangers, and which will no

doubt need to be sharply reversed one
day,

Labor is being called upon to administer
a sedative to the working class and to
the various movements of the oppressed,
But the business class cannot be sure
that the reforms which Labor is able

to carry out and the confidence which
Labor's victory instils in every opposit-
ional movement will not overcome
amy attempts by the ALP leaders to
co-opt and divert these movements,

Thus the new Labor zals are an
experiment. And not all business
representatives agree on their implic-
ations. Liberal ex-Minister of Lator
Mr. Lynch said the plan was a virtual
sell-out to the demands of the left
wing of the trade union movement.

ATION PLANS

militants and the Socialist Left drove
those proposals out of sight, but the
possibility of their re-appearance is

always there, particularly in a future
crisis.

At present the ALP leadership in its rad-
ical reformist mood has steered clear of
an open committment In this direction.

The general tenor of the other proposals
is to strengthen the hand of the ALP
leaders' natural ally, the trade union
bureaucracy. The move to exempt
trade union officials from private legal
action relating to industrial activity is
quite admirable in itself; but it clearly
discriminates against rank and file
militants, They will still be liable to
prosecution for "damage" resulting
from strikes. The general clamor of
protest from Liberal Party spokesmen
shows the progressive character of these
moves (which will eliminate such sit-
uations as the Terrazzo dispute in South
Australia involying the right of unions
to go on the job to organize but there is
clearly this other side to it.

The moves to ease mion amalgamations

and to eliminate Federal /State conflicts
in industrial structures are good, and a
reflection of the pressure f.\% industrial
unionism and the need of workers for
strength and unity to fight the mono-
polies, But again they also serve to

strengthen the hand of the union officials,

and concentrate power in fewer hands,

"y
15 a picture of the rally, Judge for yourself.

fears most from a cease-fire: the
ilities of social disruption, lahmn-ﬁ:?;
desertion, economic chaos and migrat- g

ion of population into the Communist.
held areas,

Thieu has ordered his police to shoot on
sight any persons who "applaud the
Communists" or incite "'pro- Commumist™
demonstrations, or circulate N,L,F,
money. Amnyone who is caught distribut.
ing "Communist" leaflets or flags, or
engaging in any public "pro- Communist
or neutralist" political activities, is
subject to arrest,

-
ey
s 1R
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case as their position has been reflected
by politically bad objectives and a
committment which at best could be
described as half-hearted.

Yet to the detriment of the VMC the
CPA and CICD have maintained a
firmly manipulative hand in order to
stultify the movement and channel it
into dead-end politics. Fortunately
many of the VMC activists have
rejected the above concept of the
movement and opposed such diversions
as the multi- moratorium championed
by the CPA and CICD, many of whom
are CPA rank and file members with a
clearer political insight and a more
principled position than the CPA
leadership,

The January 19 demonstration illustrated
one thing very effectively. Two major
components of the antiwar movement

in Melbourne have given up the fight

for Viemamese self detarmination in
one way or another. The need for future
dction of course will depend on events
in SE Asla and this cannot be judged at
present, However, time will no doubt
sFlafn-. that the policies of the WSA and the
CPA have downplayed the antiwar

movement in Melboume {and n-ﬂliﬂﬂﬂ"}')
and hence indirectly given imperialism
40 easier run in SE Agig.

:
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Of course, increased rank and file mili-

ancy can counter ths,

(Melbourne "Herald", February 1, 1973)
Mr. Ian McPhee, director of the Vic-
torian Chamber of Manufactures said

the plan could result in "an unpreced-

Liberals' big stick and towards "co-
ration' and, if necessary, the
iemall stick'. The aim is to persuade

workers to moderate their demands, Overall, the new |

ind to control the unions by "consent! ented state of industrial anarchy". ambiguous position of the Labor goverr
of their leaderships and by 'conciliation', : : ‘ ment, d fts‘ .{hle__: the 1!_. :
All Arbitration Commission president- But "The Age" notes with satisfaction ships, They must balance betwee e
izl members and commissioners will that Labor Minister Cameron, in out- pressures of their ;»..t-.l".l.l-u..-.. : _
ilso be given the power to conciliate lining the proposals, has provided working pCQF!‘c and the dem of big
mder the new laws to be introduced against such a possibliity. Unionists business. _LL bor seels in i ew . )
by the ALP government, Consent agree- can expect to be closely supervised 1o consolidate the control ; tmitn off~>
ments between unions and employers and perhaps even prosecuted for over- icialdom wis 2 vis '.J. nk __;.1_-:_I~,- militants,
1vi f : " ~ Frs s S o PR S S G TR S R A
will be encouraged activity. Talk of 'stepping up" prosec- and direct wage and other demands intc
; ' utions of employers and unions for the safe channels of conciliation.
3 . 3 = = e e 2w et eag the 3 ',__'-!_E‘:_-_'-'- of
At the same time Labor has announced breaches of awards raises the spectre same time we must fecithe | Helos
] = i 07 il arr W eSS ANAa e 1:..:.7 bt ol o
a8 advisory committee to examine the of the "Cameron proposals" of 1971, . the penal powers and e nthes) i
1 1 f 1 ] measiures a5 2 rfal vactory 10t Lth L* i3
egxisting Labor laws and investigate which suggested prosecution of individ- ..s'&--...-;.-.r"-} as a real 11 Ty O Lhe x|
i i 1 i ; / ionists for unauthorised strikes. ing class - and a reflection of the difi-
industrial relations in Sweden, West ual unionists a T e b

Strong opposition from rank and file

Bloody Sunday Anni

‘BY MIKE JONES

Gérmany, the United Kingdom, Canada
ind the United States, No doubt the
gommittee will be able to pick up
guite a few ideas on control of indust-
rial unrest from the systems in tiese

! ssive' states e. g, the U K,
ﬁé';ial Relations Act (under which
imionists were gaoled only last year ),
Heath's, and Nixon's experiments in
wage freezes and anti-union laws, and
Sweden and Germany's highly bureau-
cratic and restrictive systems of 'coll-
ective bargaining', It is hardly likely
that this committee will come up with
anything other than the newest and
latest in anti-worker industrial regul-
itions,

resentatives of the Irish Republican
movement in Australia, the Socialist
Youth Alliance, a Trade Unionist and

a member of the Communist League.
The speakers emphasised the role played
by the British Army in upholding the
stranglehold of British Imperialism in
Northern Ireland. A letter from
Bernadette Devlin was read which called
on people throughout the world to
condemn the actions of the British gov-
emnment and the puppet regime in
Stormont,

In Januvary last year, thirteen people,
participants in a peaceful demonstration
in the streets of Dermry, were shot dead
by British paratroopers sent ther. to
"maintain law and order". Their deaths
and the reasons for their deaths were
remembered in intemational demonstra-
tions held over the last weekend in

January.

The reactions of big business spokesmen
and the daily press are a guide to the
thinking of various sections of the cap-
italist class on the new meosals. "The
Age" which represents the 'liberal’

Wing of business tended to look on the
b:rigit side, and continued to critically
back Labor's proposals, It clearly saw
them as consistent with the expectations
it had when backing the ALP in the
elections - and as an acceptable and
'realistic' approach to the industrial
Situation. "The Age" editorial of
February 2, 1973 makes this clear:

In Sydney, on January 29, about 50

people attended a rally called by the
Sean South and Fergal O' Hanlon Society,
The meeting heard speeches from rep-

After the meeting, the parlicipants
marched to the BOAC building in

« « It is not possible to pronounce
advance judgment on the proposals;
they must be judged on how they work.
But the Government's plans clearly
reflect its concemn to develop an
industrial relations system which faces
the difficulties and acknowledges the
realities of modern life, While employ- AR : "
€S may be somewhat wary, there is L
B0 evidence that the Government will § _"' 1
Supine to every trade union demand. * W
ed, Mr, Cameron's statement
Suggests that the unions could be sur-
Prised by the amount of superyision
which will be exercised over their in-
ustrial activities,

\ P
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The 105t controversial proposal is the
abolition of the so-called "penal
:mu-sts'-' of the Conciliation and Arbit-
mlﬂﬂ Act. Whether Australia's arbit-

Ol §ystem can remain viable with-
om these sanctions remains to be seen:
i tis the essence of the Labor exper-
ment, But it does not necessarily follow
i tabolition of the penal clauses will

:“Wc all coercive restraints from
& rade unions. Mr, Cameron was

reful 1o emphasise that the Govern-

.'b
L

ersary

Castlereagh Street wher

was burnt,

An important task of the Irish Republic-
an movement overseas is education.

The British government would like people
to think that the trouble in Ireland is
nothing more than a feud between relig-
ious fanatics, This misconception 15
useful to the British because it puts them
in the role of "peacemaker”. Yetwe
have only to look at the demands of

the thirteen Derry dead to see through
this lie. There was no mention of
religious differences; only the demand
for a free Ireland - a demand which the
British refuse to grant.

Irish solidarity demonstration in Sydney
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In Sydney over the Easter long weekend
§ (April 20-23). The conference will
| discuss the tasks

 § apathy and conservatism of the cold
war period is well and wert.i:omg
- everywhere are g that
Vietnam was no accident, that such
J murderous wars are an inevitable result
- of control of a major part of the world's
‘resources by the industrialised capitalist
§ powers, which depend for their profits

- on the misery and deprivation of the
- masses of working people throughout the

vit &ﬁm&ﬂﬁ&hmﬂd
Where women and racial min

¢ not discrimina 58
eople, including the old and
ave all their needs met,

™ ‘ Hﬂdﬂﬂ' a willing-
0Ot enough on its own,
=VES =ﬁﬂtﬂh'ﬂght against

'b-ild----tnlinnt
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~ Post 1o SYA, 139 St Johns R, Glebe, NSW, 2037,
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capitalism is to be successful, the
oppressed must be organised too,

The SYA is an organisation which can
unite the most conscious actyvists from
all the growing anticapitalist movements
of the youth radicalisation, and has
played an important part in building and
supporting them, over the past 3 years

of its existence.

SYA does not go along with those who
say the radicalisation has ended, or is
dyinc%; We understand it to be a process
which has its roots in the insurmountable
contradictions of world capitalism today,
and which is already having a profound
effect on the consciousness of broader
sections of the working class,

Youth are continuing to move to the

left, in spite of temporary downturns in
the antiwar movement due to the con-
fusion created by the cynical manoeuvres
of Nixon and Kissinger, or other moment-
ary setbacks. In increasing numbers they
are supporting anti-imperialist struggles,
supporting the peaf women and
blacks for their dignity and full rights
and opposing an education system which
seeks to shape the future working class

and uphold the class values of bourgeois
society,

SYA aims to cater to the best of the new

rebel youth, and to provide a leadership
for many of these unfolding struggles,

At Easter, socialist youth from across
Australia will be discussing the tasks
before them in the coming year, planning
bow to get our ideas before wider numbers
of radical youth and setting concrete
perspectives for coming campaigns,

If you want to participate in this discuss-
ion and plan for the tﬁ-lugglz.s which will
ultimately shake the foundations of this
rotten society - you need to attend the
SYA conference, If you belong in the
fight for the future, you belong in SYA!

~onference!
Join SYA!

* + » » « Iwould like to attend the Socialist Youth All
y . Flease send me more information,

lance Conference at
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Mr Holding is quoted
1/2/73) us sayt,

and its operations have been walle :
i ol en walled ofj

come to feel there is no réal v
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Abortion
Victory

BY NITA KEIG

On Japuary 22, a 7-to-2 majority of
U:ﬂ{ad St:l;'l‘r tes Supreme Court judges de-
cided in favour of declaring abortion
legal in the US, This decision which,
in effect, has stated that abortion is a
woman's constitutional right for the first
24 weeks of pregnancy, is a historic vic-
tory for women and the women's liber-
ation movement, and probably the most
significant legal step forward in the fight
for women's emancipation since women
won the right to vote,

According to the ruling, abortion can only

be banned by state law, after the first 24
weeks of pregnancy when the foetus could
be viable, The court limited restrictions
on abortion between the twelfth and
twenty-fourth weeks to those that concern
the safety of the conditions under which
abortions are performed. For the first
twelve weeks, po restrictions on abortion
are allowed whatsoever. Even with these
limits, the decision reflected the pressure
that the women's movement has been able
to exert, in pressing for abortion law
repeal and for a woman's right to choose,

The court denied the anti-abortion arg-
ument that the foetus has a "right to life"
saying that "the word 'person' as used in
the Fourteenth Amendment, does not
include the umbomn".

While the Supreme Couwrt did, in large
part, rule in accordance with the dem-
ands put forward by the women's liber-
ation movement, it did not call for the
complete abolition of all abortion laws,
In all states of the US, where reactionary

laws now exist, the question will be raised

of whether to replace these with new

laws. The abortion rights movement
must s5till continue to put forward the
concept that no laws concernin
are needed. Abortion is basica
ical procedure- no different in this res-
pect from an appendectomy- and should
not be regulated by the legislatures,

abortion
ly 2 med-

In response to the announcement of the
decision, Women's National Abortion
Action Coalition coordinator, Susan
LaMont said "This victory, which is
going to have an impact on the lives of
millions upon millions of American wom-

Labor
Pledges

Freedom Charter

BY JENNY FERGUSON

The Victorian State Opposition leader
Mr Holding announced recently a major
aspect of Labor's platform in the coming
Victorian State Elections to give individ-
uals greater rights and freedom, These
rights are to cover

1) Freedom of speech and expression

2) Freedom of assembly and association
3) Freedom of the press,

Reforms have been proposed concerning
vagrancy, capital punishment, credit
firm ratings and homosexuality, These
Proposals come as a change after many
years of Liberal
the ri

steadily eroded, Democratic rights
represent the last defence for the indiv-
idual in a society where one's la bour
power is bought for a fraction of jts
value, and where the control one has

over the surrounding conditions of 1ife
s minimal,

government during which
ts of the individual have been

: (Melbourne “A ge"
§ |ying: "The Covernment

4 humble citizen has
yay of
influencing Government decisions,

The inclusion of proposed
the laws regarding homoge
significant, The gay
out the world has don
existing restrictive 14
demand the right to free homosesxyal
pPractice without discrimination in

sphere of work or soci L life
Labor P: o]

reforms on
xuality is
movement through-
€ much to change
Ws on this, and to

alT ¥

That the
arty has taken up this issue is :

PJH‘;,' to -.l'l.;l‘,."r.l'. an

en, thows ::he ][:nmver of the w
movement", contrast to .
inal John Krol of Philadelphts " Curds
entative of the Catholic Church
and other anti-abortion forces, haileg i
as an '"unspeakable tragedy" wigh v il t
trous implications for our stability a5 5
civilised society. "

The effect of this ruling will be 10 wealk.
en the resistance to the passage of other
women's rights measures, such a5 the
Equal Rights Amendment and a]gq add
impetus to women's struggles on a]]
fronts, This new freedom for Women
will have far-reaching effects on the
attitudes and morale of women_

The ruling, however, does not meap that
the struggle is over, The anti-abortioy
forces are well-financed and will doubt.
less pressure state legislatures to restric
the impact of the decision and hamper i
full implementation, The abortion rights
moyement will need to remain vigilant
and prepared to defend this new ruling,

The fact that the US Supreme Court fe]t
constrained to legalise abortion, will get
a powerful precedent internationally,
Women throughout the world will be
aided in their struggles against anti-abor.
tion laws,

In Australia, there is already positive
speculation that laws restricting abortion
will not be part of the new criminal code
to be enacted for the Australian Capital
Territory. The Australian Labor Party is
under pressure to legislate in favour of
legalising abortior, and women will be
continuing their fight for repeal in the
coming months, The example of the
women's movement in the US, in con-
sistently mobilizing women against the
reactionary laws in all states- in demon-
strating, inpetitioning,in issuing legal
challenges through law suits, in counter-
ing the propaganda of the anti-abortion
forces and stressing the central importance
of a woman's right to control her own
body, is very important for the internat-
ional abortion rights movement, Only
through the concerted action of women,
will headway be made in destroying these

reactionary and patriarchal laws through-
out the world,

indicative of its increasingly progressive
stance on a number of different social
issues which affect the rights of the
individual,

There is one issue, however, which is
conspicuously absent from this list of
proposed extended demeocratic rights,
This is the question of abortion, and a
woman's right to choose whether or not
to carry through an unwanted ‘pre gnancy.

Senator Murphy, the Attorney-General,
made a recent statement In which he
endorsed the recent Supreme Court
decision in the United States which
granted women the legal right to abor-
tions for at least the first six months of
pregnancy. However, he stated that
the question here would probably be
resolved outside of the Federal Bill of
Rights, This is an attempt to push the
question under the carpet and to avoid
associating abortion with the basic
individual rights of women.,

Labor has traditionally been looked to

as the party which defends and ensures

the rights of the working people, This

role will ke pushed onto it eyen more,
now it is in office, The growing move-
ments of oppressed groups such as the
women's liberation movement and the
black
direct their demands at the Labor govern-
ment, Similarly the increasing militancy
of the working class in their struggles

novement will more and more

for such elementary democratic rights
15 the right to organise on the jgb and
the right to strike must force the I‘.ab'ﬂl'
uncompromising

position on individual freedom and

democratic rights,
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to organise an action on September 20 and
and was then dissolved, Later in the conf-
erence, students from Adelaide announced
that they had met and decided to form the
South Australian Education Action Group.

Reports were also presented from Hobart
and Canberra,

dents from seven major
gcﬁﬂd ?h::':d in Sydney over the week-
9-21, to discuss problems

cities 19-
end of J2 nt"];rl?;l a5 students, and to jointly

affecting ext action of the student
Fﬂj“:;:l:panign initiated on September
dgbﬁm all, about sixty delegates and

o ob;;rvers{mostly teachers) attend-
::hg; turned out to be the first success-
[

4] national conference of secondary
_:-mient radicals.

e trend of the conference, from
the ,:ehflrepom and papers to the resol-
gtions, was an emphasis on the need for
mp;udenl mass action of students to
sdvance the campaign. The main dec-
ision of the conference was to build a
mtional student action on A'pril LS 1735
The National Education Action Coalition
was formed to organise this, and future

jctivities.

nisation of the conference ref-
E;:?ﬁe recent developments in student
tics- in contrast to large student meet-
in the past, prior planning and
competent chairing allowed the fullest
discussion throughout the conference.

The Satwday moming session of the conf-
erence was suspended so that those stud-
ents who wanted could take part in the
January 20 antiwar demonstration,

In the second session, various papers were
presented on the role of the school in
society, and related topics., Jim Mcllroy
an active member of Teacher Action,
spoke on the relations between teachers
and students in the radical student move-
ment and the school in general, Teacher
Action is a left-wing caucus within the
Victorian Secondary Teachers' Association
which, through its publication of the same
name, tries to build teacher support for
campaigns like the antiwar movement,
and raise teachbers' conscioumess in gen-
eral, It gave full support to the Septem-
ber 20 strike in Melbourne. Two other
teachers also spoke on the conditions of
education in New South Wales, Extensive
discussion followed, much of it being
centred around the merits or otherwise of
"community schools”, These are schools
set up and financed by groups of parents
and teachers who want to introduce creat-
ive values into education, Several students
argued against these because they are only
open to a small wealthy section of students,
and because they served as an apology for
the State Education Departments, isolating
and satisfying a small elite, and letting
them avoid the real struggle that is need-
ed in order to change the existing state
school system. While no position was
formally taken on these areas of discussion,
the conference generally agreed with this
view,

The first session, held on Friday afternoon,

reports from various cities on the
kistory of the high school movement and
the organisation of the September 20

actions in each city.

Dave Deutschmann from the Victorian
Education Action Group described the
development of the EAG from the mori-
bmd Victorian Secondary Students Union.
An initial division within the VSSU devel-
oped over their attitude to the student
srike on May 31, which the VSSU supp-
orted, but only a section of which worked
for it, Finally, after the leadership of the
VSSU remained silent on the proposals for
a2 September 20 demonstration( eventually
10 oppose it) a section broke off and called
iself the Education Action Group. After
September 20 however, due to impending
exams and school holidays, the EAG
became dormant,

A paper was given by Dennis Gamsey on
"Young Students and the Secondary School
Movement'", He described the basic diff-
erence between the younger and the older
students in relation to democratic rights of
students, To appease senior students and
to divide the student body, they were

Sue Horton from the Queensland Secondary granted certain priritlegcs. The junior
Students Union reported on the situation in students cannot be given thf:_se v-'uhc-utd_ :
Brishane, The QSSU, which was formed weakening and breaking down .the age div-
in early June last year, had been active in ision and the hierarchical power structure

the weeks preceeding the September action on which the discipline in school depends, »#

but, like the VEAG, had difficulty in re-  Younger students feel cspecia_lh' insu}tedc
Hining the interest and activity of its mem- because they ‘L’“:': the prospect ':'If*xf_m
bers towards the end of the year. more years without the right of {ree exp-
ression and appearance. Also, young
Unlike other oups, the Sydney Education students are all_the maore e.:nﬂw.sm%ui m.
Action Grﬂupgéanti:’med IGYDPEI‘.‘JIE through- their fight for rights, because ?he}!iui;‘:‘-e
out the end of year exams and the school they have all to gain and nothing to lose.
bolidays. Jill Adamson related the recent
history of the Sydney high school movement. Three ‘C'ﬂ'_‘“ P‘ipﬁ[.s e PGEF_mL.d' H:}-h
greater staying power of the Sydney contribution on "Gay Liberation in T8
EAG could be attributed to the tradition
of organised radicalism. After hearing
about the Melbourne May 31 demonstration
::lwal Sydney students who took the lead
Organising and coordinating the Sept- 3 e
ember actinis_ Similarly ﬂfe Sydney had much impact on sfcoﬁd"‘? it?:inrﬁhh
BToup was probably the Gu{}-‘ one strong The speaker "”“Phans&'i.l ;11] are dis-
tnfmgh 10 convene the national conference, gays [hmm:m:xu;lls oy i

a relatively new and unfamiliar area for
most students, Although in at least one
school, a gay liberation circle has b.ﬁn
started, the movement has not, as yel,

criminated against in this society, and how

In the Adelajide re port, Bruce Hannaford the schoal courses rei.nfmrccmthisfucri]i:;alclnnuu-
Outlined the history of the Adelaide Stu- ation, "Economic E:;‘Sv:rlm :;; B i
dent Action Group, This group was formed Schools" dealt with the uneq

and us as mothers,

*The right to choose: birth control,

wome n,s abortion, enforced motherhood,

Women as Workers - paid, underpaid

- -
C l I l and not paid
0 mlSSlon *Education, train :t-h'aiu:%ng;mal“
At: Teachers' Auditorlum, 300 Sussex St. *Job opportunities: Is there a nd

d
division of labour between wlaman an
men, are women “naturally” more
suited for home and children, are men
more reliable and women more

otional.
:]]-I;ousewnrk: paid and/or unpaid or

shared, community cleaning and coak-

services
*Migrant wt;mem economic and social

b language problems.
iw“:f::en's creatvity: cultural discrimi-

nation,

Women as Sex Objects

' tution
+Sexual exploitation: rape, prosti 4
sexuality and love, advertising.

ani Sat, G Sun, March 17 & 18, 1973,
me: Saturday 10 am to 5 gm
Sunday 10 am to 5.30 pm.

the Commission will be for women and
Fganised by women to inquire into:

._“rﬂmen as Mothers

¥Social agsistance: including leave-
m-work requirements, health care,
”‘Ei-ibl services, child care,
1al attitudes and practices: single
"0men ag parents, need ALL women be
;’:ﬁmr& » should women be mare respon-
le than men for the social develop-
et and care of children, our mothers

| Schools" was received with interest, being

\,.

Ireatment given to schools in different
areas. One method of doing this is to
give financial grants to schools bazed on
the amount the parénts can raise, This
clearly favours schools in wealthy areas.
This method is gradually being eliminated,
What is needed is a system of positive
discrimination in favour of poorer schools,
in order to bring all schools to the same
standard, “Sexual Discrimination in
Schools" dealt mainly with the channell-
ing of female students into very narrow
social roles, and the distortion of history
to support this, :

The Sunday morning session of the coni-
erence was devoted to discussing the fut-
ure character of the students' rights cam-
paign. A general perspectives report was
given by Greg Adamson, based around the
following proposals:

“That this conference fully supports both
the national and local campaigns for dem-
ocratic rights for secondary students and

Alternatlve attitudes to student action
were fully debated, However, in the end
the vote to adopt these proposals was
unanimous,

During the Sunday afternoon session a

osal was discussed and adopted on how
this and future actions should be organised
In a paper presented on this subject, lan
Gordon put forward the concept of a nat-
ional federation of area groups and coali-
tions, This would involve a national co-
ordinating body- the National Education
Action Coalition- which would correspond
with all states, issue certain press releases
produce a regular newsletter, and be the
administrative responsibility of a Sydney-
based coordinator, The emphasis on loes
rather than national organisation is a ref-
lection of the embryonic level of national
organisation,

The Sunday sessions also considered the
different demands to be raised by students
under different conditions, and the prob-
lems of organisation the Campaign on a
local school basis. :

There have been two attempts to coord-
inate student groups nationally in the past
twD years, Both were seen as the initial
step towards a national student union, and
the basis of unity in these cases was the
willingness to nationally distribute the
paper of the V55U, The qualitative diff-
erence between those attempts and this
recent conference was their absence of a
viable basis of unity. Only around such
an action as that of September 20, or the
proposed April 11 action, can national
links be forged,

improvement and equalisation of education

conditions and opportunities., While
these may differ in details from state to
state, and school to school, they affect
all Australian secondary students,

“That this conference recognises the need
for national independent direct mass
action by students 10 advance such a
campaign, and rejects the possibility of

a solution which does not involve broad
actve student committment,

“That this conference decides to build
nationally coordinatecd actions on April
11, 1973, The precise forms of these
actions should be decided in the indiv-
idual centres, and could include strikes,
demonstrations and mass meetings, These
should aim to involve and educate the
largest numbers of students about the
campaign. "

These proposals were discussed at length.

*Male supremacy: power sguctures and
physical strength,

Why Marriages Break Down

#Families as they exist: ecmifl:micl and
hological pressures, emotiona
mm:,memuﬁoml dépendcnce.
*Divorce: “maintenance, children and
Eﬁ':rgt‘ermam of a breakdown: living
alone, self-discovery, new relationships
and values finding new ways to live,

Other Forms of Discrimination
#*Women as people,

*To be black and a woman,
*Subtle every-day

Every subject will be introduced bv
wnn?;u who will testify/speak out on
their own personal experiences or on

tions,

behalf of others. Otbam-with_- |
lnowledge about problem r.. :

(T e e

women will speak about ¢

I you want more information about the
NEAC or the action on April 11, contact
NEAC, P,O, Box A444, Sydney South, 20

‘_ ‘..

e Mike Jones, new national coordinator of the NEAC, addressing the conference,

and social alternatives available to
women,

Discussion will then be open to partici-
pation by all women present,

The aim of the Commission is 1o seek to
discuss the social conditions of women
as the background to specific demands,
Organisidg meetings are held each
Monday night at WL House, 25 Alberta
St, City at 7,30 pm, All _i.ntseremd_
women are invited to participate.

Participation in the Comunission is not
limited to those who agree (o be sponsors,

If you wish to sponsor the Women's
Cnyr:misslnn ($1 minimum), donate
money, distribute publicity material or
offer suggestions about the organising of
the commission write to; '
‘Women's Commission
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s Fred Halstead Calypso singer's verses — 50 widely do
ed Halstead was the jdential they vary and o closely do they fit the
undidate of the Stx.iaﬂ!s?w'mktﬁ E:rﬁculnr moment or the particular point
irty in the USA in 1968, and has long ing discussed.

X
most effective manner, who n‘: ke

power by the wordn iuest of polltical - are the best mokespers:
party not a minﬁc" mnfum y a present the front and the

leading fi in the US antiwar :

m;eﬁmng ol The lower level is quite crowded ;:ﬂm'-'. utopian slogan, but

—————————————————————————————— and [ can't see at first who is coming I 1 L mmualmm.d. advanta : . ;

JENOS AIRES, Dec. 18 — This week- down the alsle to spreading cheers, It Laf !'H “‘] task of this generation, which will ths Teais wf;w:hl' who can answer

w I attended three meetings here con- is an old man, walking straight and erect, 1’ { . e the social revolution in Argenting, " symb [[c' “ Our --bﬂ.;n htﬁl‘u‘zﬂ! not
1 1 R : W a moment
L to firm up the slate of |¢I-Fntnnrnn

srning the elections that are scheduled One of the chants tells me who it is: _ .
w Argentina pext March, “Mateo Fossa from Tucuman, coordinat- The audience gives Coral a “ﬂhg gimilar one of
and

or of retired workers! "

3 ovation. A number of re equal quality is not accid-
relutions follow, including sppoval of it & result of the incipfent

Joint ElectionCamgignin Argentina &2 Siwies 4

he first took place Dec. 16 in a rented
ovie theatre in a working class suburb Mateo Fossa has been a leader in the

‘ Buenos Aires. It was a meeting of the Argentihe workers movement for half a
ente Obrero (Workers Front), a united century, In the 1930s he visited é;wn \ Fouﬂth We ai ndt golig o e P
ont of working class candidates pledged Trotsky in Mexico and has since then : : . : Trotskylst party. Then discussion power in this
. run In these elections independent of been sympathetic to the Fourth Internat- military dictatorship. Polidcally it is schools (secundarios, they are calleg 2baz0 stand in the audience and begin chantin presidential slate begins, il ‘I.I‘Cﬁ"“ or even get a huge vote— and
© capitalist parties, Including the fonal, part of Peron's Justicialist party. In this here ). Some are young workers, ;;i'p for Paez to accept, The who nudignug if we had a majority and waited for a
sronist party. sense, though not in others, Peron's party  After an hmu_r or 50 I return to the Frente i S Tor the charism. of Paez and is wild with chants, then one chant takes 'r!!id i | “ tﬂurgaui: election we would be fools —
The cheering is quite wild at his appear- is similar to the Democratic party in the  Obrero meeting. They have decided o 1o ﬂwluumaw unio, ‘sts from over from all the rest: "Come, come, ential ticket ut we are posing the question of workers
: 5 I enter the theatre the meeting has ance; I notice one lithe young man U.5, —a procapitalist party containing run a presidential slate and are now 1 dﬁﬂk their leading role . the come, companero, For here e are P er. We are beginning a process of e
st yet begun. A few hundred ]i,-guplg almost tuning flips. I wonder at what within it a spectrum from rightists to the  discussing who the presidential and i a8 B ese were semi-. ‘wrect- fﬂ‘nnl.nF the Grand Party of the Workin aez takes the stage, but this time he sits aking the vanguard of the workers . B
Ly ¢ there early preparing the hall with this says about the generation gap, since leadership of the labour moyement. presidential candidates will be, s || g5y place in 1969 and . 71 Class! " (In Spanish it has meter and g ?:bhd = tabie asks the audience not o the capitalist political traps, By
inners, and as groups from around the the great majority of the audience are A PST official. Alb : | gy that 109 ptum in the class stru g’a rhyme. ) n applaud. He speaks quietly, without particularly Peronism. It will take time
suntry arrive bringing their own, these young persons in their twenties. At the A big difference is that the Peronists have " = E "il! ero Pujal, formally %tﬁﬂ t is still in effect, ourish, and says a great deal: :
o are placed around the hall, very least it is clear these young workers been illegal or semi-legal for much of th ’E? f Sb ot status of the party tq E’mﬂ“ ‘But Paezis firm in his decision, He The process will now begin in Cordoba 3 :
ol are proud of their ties with the oldest the time since Peron was overthrown in e Frente Obrero candidates, de:lmn! 1 t to deal with have to talk to his : e He has been up until two in the momin but we cannot be artificial about it. T s
41 ik he b : that the PST will set aside 75 i {t Is in an attemp eal w comrades from talking with 8 field a 1 e .
.‘E_!::. iwn banner hangs above the militants, 1955, and they have an aura of persecuted f'th percent W‘ tion that the current milit- Cordoba, The naming of the Eﬂ‘ who had come from a less effective spokesperson Wk % i iy
o age : "First Plenary of the Frente Obrero, anti-imperialists, Also, workers remember of the spots for leaders of the rank-and - § g e¥ oe m!:a ised elections will have to wait untiftbe PSTmp s pmhf e hﬂ,ﬁmljlnmuld ok ol s n e JroRer ol e i ? g
v gainst the Trap of the Generals, Bosses, One of the old workers takes the stage the significant soclal reforms that they file struggles in plants and neighboyr. i Mmﬁﬂp smml L. tom orrow ENERER ke em-of g for president. For counterproductive, not only for the - Wy
i A xd Doctores (titled persons), For after running the gauntlet of cheers, He won during Peron's rule. hoods, | l_ﬂm-tﬂ mmﬁ-n u i gﬁ\rtm:!nan . himself, yes, he is for it. But he tells party but for the Frente Obrero, iy
i ’ orkers Candidates, " is Pedro Milese, as the chant tells me; _ this reason they have allowe The rait 51 the o te O of the problems in the newly formed | ‘t
& :i "Old Pete, veteran of SITRAC-SITRAM This makes Peronism the biggest block He also announces that the party is 2o to VST the t:;:ntg';ﬂ“ i PR e n"lt': IbTEN meeting Frente Obrero in Cordoba, We should field a socialist-worker slate feg
58y yme of the other signs, which are of all and Cordoba!" to independent working class political }u-epamd to run two of its own membery — 3 _ﬂﬂhnm coun ot mwluﬁmnhu tinuation cmnmim ; ;1‘;“‘ of the con- using in the presidential slot the best ) By
0 tes and colours, read: "Petrochemical ; : action, Thus the fact that the Frente uan Coral and Nora Clapponi — for the R deflect the T;:: T munary S  The :!:ln cussed a!:gd Among the vanguard in Cordoba are many orator and propagandist we have — and '
4R - La Plata, We Support the Workers Finally the meeting is called to order, Obrero has attracted militant workers from 'OP posts, but that it will yield to a slate | oy fnto caplta st Par i? = wrl.n shouts of "Ob Al adjourned to for whom participation in the elections what is more, a nationally prominent ‘
10 andidates”; "Barrio of Mendoza Present!” but before it be the cheers inter- the Peronists for the crucial step of break-  ©°f Paez and Leandro Fote, secretary of '-:hv IRt nie DUIEre e ah g TEROw wL poder. & (Worken seems a betrayal, They offer instead socialist figure. For vice-president we
i agar Workers of Tucuman Present!”; rupt from the back : I:??ﬂ" Paez! For ing with capitalist politics is a highly the San Jose sugar refinery workers in | B yith independent working class and?‘z:l&g I_:ﬂmﬂt:llith:m will be a band  slogans like "neither coup nor election have a union leader who symbolises the %
b ; many more SITRAMs! significant beginning. Tucuman, if they accept. jﬁg] acton. 4 off the night. revolution!” and "Active boycott of e struggie of the most exploited workers and i
15) "h'khlwmktrsdwﬂanlo La Carolina™; "San ) ! ride homa Sk / electiong, " also the struggle of women against the
icolas With Frente Obrero —Long ,rlf;e l-‘r;mcisca Paez comes walking down Also present at the Frente Obrero rally T TR Mm the floor. He has stage it whnufs P us with a PST capitalist system.
ve the Struggle of the Workers of alsle, a short man in his mid-twenties  are some militants from the Communist  declining f OtE Ferda'd. mERRS | oz, the makings i A D e e e B0 AN peeA DI L Eep Sics  Suex wEys that moch of the vangugd in
lcKee San Nicolas!®™ (McKee is a wearing loose-fitting blue jeans and a Party as well as other tendencies on the hE: lglﬂﬂ [w Ecl"snnal reasons, The time s support to the Frente Obrero but sell?:n:h;he last two nights in jail for Cordoba is taken in by these ultraleft The debate is long and patient, and when
etalurgical plant, ) There are dozens iﬂd_ﬂdkrff! shirt, He Is accm:npramed by left. The CP in Argentina did not midi‘;n':: e:"'ﬂ“lﬂ:: %Pt':il;; dTh_t whole ' ﬁumt decide on the presidential = g HPlﬂY newspaper in front of a conceptions. There is much discussion the vote comes it is solidly for the Coral-
such banners being placed now, as the "."l“" womn woman and several small attempt to get ballot status, seeking The vouth & Yt!*. a ecision, zimtion right now. There are differ- ctory. LElection campaign or not, among the tendencies, groups, and parties, -.2PPoni slate. Then the whole audience
A1 begins to fill up, children. He pauses in the audience instead a bloc with "progressive" =Y — by this time have adjoumed || guamong his comrades in Cordoba Argentina is still 2 military dictatorship many of them from university circles that Joins in a chant: "For workers independence:
briefly while seats are found for the capitalists, their own meeting and piled into the il must discuss with them, and the state of civil liberties is touch in Cordoba bave had an influence on the 'ors and Coml.” % : )
group from Rosario enters, forces its woman and children and then proceeds (o balcony here — are chanting for Paez and go. young revolutionary union leaders, They afE
.ly' ﬁmmndrum :En:;: aisle and sings a the stage, {ute s the a ftemoon the Fiente DXrerd as dcntlal cnndlgana. , 4 ﬁ_pl.nt some people from Cm_'doh =0 said it was criminal for Paez o suggest Woman candidate k.
. ::?1 verse :IIIPE: c;ﬂcaiion_ aner The meeting begins, Old P meeting becomes involved in a discussion MY iR g L . = i : Ber next mnming., on the way to the that the leaders of SITRAC-SITRAM N
B e who char;m ecrs from the first. "I E PEE th ete speaks over whether to field a presidential slate, F i B g congress, I pick up the papers and and other factory leaders should look There follow a number of technical points |
B : caty chorus after a few pd represent those who fought It is clear the great majority favour this, \ see a news photo of Abal Medina, gen- to the alternative of presenting workers e R itaas hudl ik eleftion ol the national i
R e and join in: "We don't want to before. I remember those who were To do otherwise would not pose clearly €ral secretary of Peron's National Just- candidates in the elections committee of the party. Then Nora 2 .
. te bosses, only workers, " jmprisoned. Sce_ mamny, It is a triumph a working class altemative y icialist Movement being physically ' Ciapponi speaks: E"h e ';Id ““?_ =5 r
._ b ‘ ::;fefrf' This is the way to fight the : thrown out nf.his own party's Buenos However, he says, he spoke with the of the E‘r-'-_‘pECti".'-.'-_; of my rczl.rz::lzd:‘n:*, s ]1:::1 i ’II'
r;:: %’5;‘;’1’3';"&“55 f":?t;hepbalf:ﬂ}r‘: . Old Pete, however, opposes it, and Alres provincial meeting. g:ﬂplcéln the factory, in the neighbour- gshow to 211 the women of the working _ ;t
et ] B € tarudo It is = ¢ perhaps others as well, so a long process . , the ordinary people. They did not class that they should not be a2 base of o
& mii'f:mm de Trabajadores (PST — Social- ‘i’r‘lu!aﬂi?::u?eziﬁtia la Elb_._i_hwhmh is of patient explanatiun' goes on \EIEI no Medina had demanded the meeting understand the ultraleft slogans. moral support to the bosses, holding their ' lﬁ
.. Rk keis funty) —For Workers only a few si 1g Tt S Ee IR doubt as to the outcome. I take the nominate one candidate for governor of They asked what they should do in the comrades back. ., .We want to show the &
P i'* y Ed?;:;hriasﬁiﬁgnﬁwnﬁm' " todecide wsh:lﬂﬂei f:?:l;fab:;:i‘:ifnzal opportunity to look in on another rally i p_rovtfllln:e — the second most important  elections. For whom should they vote? working woman that she has a key role to BEG L
riag ' F g ifrom a : taking pl post in the country — and th ' lay: Not just encouraging her compane TR 5
2 ; :iun of ;?; :;:tn:ing 0{1 tht:e u;'d Social- ?:;flizﬁd::;i:&;;?lelilz;;mnentag*ﬂu o “Efaﬂ.:ﬁ at the same time a few had instead nomtilzate; mme?:;;eslt;l_g Because of this he sought answers that the Eu?den?;ﬁlxﬁ; :ﬁ;q a;-f! gu.::. Iz::r- g-.E?]l['-irl?-;r-..? | | ﬁl:
ﬁ ﬁ;} na an rotskyist 1 men t 5 uld : > e S e e s S ok et i i
;I;‘d;ﬁrgrglmmg peaee Tabaaccres :llia;:::a:nn:nt;r“: :11.!;:;.? ung;oi_ng e e Revolutionar outh || The story goes on to say that the candid- ggf:h:; neﬁiﬁ;‘sﬂ;ﬂiﬁti?ﬂg:d l]‘;itr::E éj ;-f?:;Lriszigﬁr;:jrgl;ljrg s ! ! i
uﬂ:y ]E — Revolutionary Workers campaign. & and direct the ML ) raiy ates who were nominated by the meeting  struggle. And the majority of the d
s This is a meeting of the Juventud ‘;H’EI;-' i:hter ex%e:lled from the party by the workers in his factory understand the I had met her earlier for a brief conversat- TN
e PST i The people he . Socialista de Avamzada (JSA, t eadersnip. e papers are full of proposal of the Frente Obrero for ion. Soft-spoken, serious, an earthy sense ‘LR
[ERSTinakeypun ol Fene T BB N 4 000 ndid Sociati Vangunrd Youth, vhich i debcigtoas of ptpea ghting ncluling indopendent woking clas political O humou, Tough. Thess were my fmprs 1
5T ballot stats to place their names hopes to field 1,000 candidates), repres- E{Slialed with the PST), Before I leave S;f%!a}r and even an assassination, among action and agreed with it. song, e
~ athe ballot, This arrangement of a ent local party groups of the PST, local  Frente Obrero meeting I carefully [Peronists as they attempt to work out : : o Al e &
~ wader front of candidates wsing the Frente Obrero groups, committees in estimate the crowd — about 1,500 at their slate of candidates for the coming For himself, Paez had to go with the She continues: "We want to end, once and :
~ illot status of a part of the Iru:g:t, i5-not various unions, and Eelghhﬂmhm that point, : elections. It is obvious that the Peromist workers and their needs to develop the for all, the dependence of the workers s
;  amsual in Argentina, Several of the groups, many of them called Sociedades movement is in crigis, concrete struggle, hence, with the Frente moOvement on capitalist altematives. We i
- her parties, including Peron's National de Fomento (Improvement Societies). The youth rally is also being held in a Obrero campaign. But in Cordoba, want to construct a truly revolutionary party At
rented movie theatre, Iuside there are By coutrast the PST congress is well same of the comrades now opposad to that can bring to a successful conclusion the , " %
ordered and discussion is full and this can be won over. They have a revolutionary process in our country. ;

ticialist rement, have made similar The latter are longstanding mass organis-
record as good fighters and can be won.

ngements in this election, But unlike 2H©0% found in many working class neigh- some 700 young people, delegates from
her fronts, the Frente Obrero includes C0%noods in Argentina, Many of those around the country representing a . . VA : ¥ democratic. One thousand people attend.
UL partiey, representing such groups are :?omen. youth group of more than 2, 000 according ¢ IR B X about half as many as at the beight of the Paez doesn't want to confront them with "] don't know if some of the youth who '
,tbe S Pt s, - ! B : v - ‘ Frente Obrero meeting the day before, an accomplished fact regarding his can- today expressed doubts about the slate | |
‘the meeting of the Frente Obrero . . . : . : Section of the crowd at Frente Obrero mee Dy ' g There are 195 voting delegates from 12 didacy. Some time is needed. 50 itis understand that this is not just a formula i
gress of PST is scheduled m’ Disillusioned with Peronism . T'!"h meeting is all spirit and chanting. bring up to date the number of candidates g ;iﬁ":z?;iﬁ.kgr;eﬁnp below provinces and the ci%y of Buenos Aires. better to nominate someone else for the for candidates, but a formula to guide, -
: I jot down a few of the chants: " The Further news on the Argentine elections will app ¥ issues Al cket, presidential spot. to guarantee, a truly revolutionary
i ; The first major point on the agenda is process. "

ace in the same hall,

youth fight for working class independence!
He says he was astounded by the meeting

with the nomination of the PST members  impressed by the congress, that he thinks : 1
— Coral for president and Nora Clapponi it has done the right thing regarding the | 18
for vice-president — or 10 walit either glate, that he agrees the most important o

for Paez to work things out in Cordoba or thing is to build the revolutionary party, 4
to find another union leader for the top He says he would like to be a date,

socialist sectors was concretized around the
of organiztion, were the culmination of pre
of the electoral process,

Our lists of candidates total sc#&ig

3 sl ; 17 years, Those res ibl
‘unions broke with the Peronist :;:ll.n'es aren't here Iﬂcsﬂ’uppmtt IPtIﬁZh?:
Amportant meeting on behalf of wurkgrs

£ g a4 van
‘elty-wide and national scale, st ceve thr o OTKers must decide,

A woman of about 40 in a red dress is "To fight, to wi
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This iz the thirteenth installment of our translation of
Plerre Frank's The Fourth International: A Contribulion
to the History of the Trotskyist Movement

Chapter 8: The 'Long March’
of the Trotskyists

We cannot make conclusive statements about the his-
tory of a movement that Is engaged in so long a march,
begun so long ago—a movement which has undergone
s0 many ftrials- and tribulations and which, although a

- new and much more promising stage lies ahead for It,
- still has big obstacles to overcome before rcaching iis
.~ goal Our few closing remarks will, first of all, answer

. the question raised by those drawn fo Trotskyist Ideas
* but surprised by the numerical weakness of the organi-
~ zation thal defends those ideas, a question that EVEry

Trotskyist as well has Inevitably asked himsell In his
‘hear! of hearts, at certain times: Is there a historical jus-
% MHfication for the Fourth International? Was Trotsky right
. lo found the Fourth International and lo say that the
. work he was doing for it was "the most imporiant® In
. his life, "more important than 1917, more important than
* the period of the civil war,” Irreplaceable %in the full sense
nl' the word?"3%8 | do not think it necessary o answer
e those who afttack the Fourth International by taking de-
- light in stressing its difficulties; by falling to see its po-
- litical strength, its vitality; by viewing its problems on
& superficial level.
¢ From the standpoint of historical perspective — the only
~ walid standpoint for a subject like this — the long history
. of the Troskylst movement, of the Fourth International,
e is Iu itsell an objective verification of Its historical jus-
i fificalion. What has been the history of the international
. Working-class movement in the last fifty years—a hall-
 centu that has seen the beginning of the disintegration
u:pfﬂpﬂnlht sociely and the advent of a soclalist world?
country where the working-class movement had
long history, with Marxist traditions, one reality stands
it: after several dozen years of wars, revolutions and
& iterrevolutions, faseism, and Stalinism, In the course
. o which numerous organizations claiming to be Marx-
. @and claiming to stand for the working class came
. -existence —alter so many years, the only organi-
) splits, repression, alternatin
muu and retreats, have lasted are those cunnnu:teg
1 the Becond International, or what was the Third
ﬁ’paﬁnnﬂ. or the Fourth International. A reallty like
which covers dozens of years (and wheat years!)
_be atiributed neither to chance nor 1o any npttl!'l::
ot qualities. All of the organizations had dedicated
devoted militants with varied political and organi-
talents, Such a phenomenon can only be explained
bjective causes, Profound historical causes. Here is
& case in which Hegel's thought can be applied
rectly: Was ist wirklich ist rationell, was ist rationell
fsetrhlich (What is real s rational, what is ratioma]
1). The underlying cause of this reality must extend
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throughout all these years and must have international
validity, as we shall see.

At various times In the preceding pages, we have ex-
plained the difficulties that faced the Fourth International
because of objective conditions. Above all, there was the
eminently turbulent character of the world situation, with
its sudden turns and its centrifugal forces—a major dif-
ference from the earlier period of rising capiialism in
the last third of the nineteenth century. The new world
slituation no longer allowed of so gradual a bullding
up of working-class forces as had occurréd In the earlier
period, with the resultant formation of Big parties or-
ganizing the entire working class as well as the vanguard
into vast networks. There was also the eruption of Stalin-
ism, which destroyed the Bolshevik party, pivot of the
revolutionary International constructed around the Oc-
tober victory; the political convulsions and the cruelties
of the Sovlet bureaucracy more than once disoriented
slgnificant revolutionary forces and led them Into blind
alleys. The epoch of the gradual rise of capitalism had
engendered the revisionism of Bernstein and the more
insidious revisionlsm of Kautsky. The frightful history
of the lsolated first workers siate engendered numerous
‘revisionlsms® (state capitalism in the 1USSR; the bureau-
cracy a new exploiting class) incapable of acknowledging
the revolution disguised In so hideous a mask. Finally,
there were the hundreds of millions of human belngs
In the colonial countries who stopped belng pawns of
history and tried to bridge the gap of centuries in a few
leaps —even in a single leap —so that the revolution they
made often assumed some strange aspects.

The arena of the workers' movement, despite this sit-
uation or, more precisely, because of it, remalned clut-
lered with the old formations —because the working mass-
es could not fall into disorganization. There is no such
thing in history as something born of nothing; the tre-
mendous crises in the old organizations could not [all
lo give birth to new revolutionary leaderships. If Marx-
Ism 1s history that becomes conscious of itsell, under
these conditions this consclousness could come about only
with great difficulty, could be born only In hard labor.

The organlzations that could bridge all these Years,
all these trials, did It because they were sirongly rooted
In the deepest reality of the world of these fility years.
On one hand, the Second International's organizations

are linked to the working class in the old European coun-
ries by the entire hislory of the class, when it sought
successfully to organize Itsell on a mass scale to defend
its day to day interests. On the other hand, these organi-
zatlons are tled to caplialist society, which pcrpelﬁﬂtea
Itselfl as long as it has the means to accede to the work-
ers’ demands for reformes. 28

The officlal Communist parties drew their basle
from the fact that they were created around the
victory and the Soviet Union, and that they appeared
to be an exiension of these throughout the world. Be-
cause It was the first, and for a long time the only, work-
E‘:ﬂ‘}g:"-nu'hfwizﬂ:;fl;lzzkl::; hv:fnmthe pole of atirac-
placing capltalism with a ne . !u s
frequently poinled out that [ ¥ (e b e e shave
WA U e e or the broadest masses, par-

veloped counirles, the economie

e

strength
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39. The quesiion can be ralsed: If the existence of the Social
‘Dunma Acy ls linked lo the existence of capitalism, lsn't Its dis-
D?p;eh rance in the workers stales o be explalned Independently
¢ Slalinlst terror? Couldn'i the "single party" theory be

n would call for o thorough-
ardly within the icope of this
i) the revolutionary y p
PEUKE

ution historically imply a tumldenlblz-
necessarily the disappearance, of the

. : nd centrisi formations;: (b
clety In transition between capiinlism and !:L\uciﬂl.-.is-:r!.} %

:I:r?;dwilﬂ sllll remain in different organizations f
i uw, mtljmtllée ;;l:gtrnt thal various layers refaln di
e Intcrhj:. .!rj:;l:l?c_l'ﬁ'ftn their everyday needs and thelr long-
s mum_ r:f ere will thus be room for different partles —
v Sl :;gr::ie-mt,a?oimt more revolutionary —in the transl-
S s £ m]ifun problem for the future, which the

We can do it today by l.l';mrl.tln:-:,thm tme — and much better than

lo say: |

weakening, though not
proletariat’s reformist a h

the so-
the working
Or an entire
Mering views

Jich Marx wrote, “United action, of the lead-
¢ ¥ | countries at least, 1s one of the first condl-
e emancipation of the proletarial,” Trotsky

psequent development of capitalism has so
L all sections of our planel, both ‘clvilized’
kalt o hat the problem of the socialiat rev-
: .:m::lll“""” and declslvely assumed a world

;: ﬁaﬁ",mu Soviet bureaueracy attempted to liquidate

development of the Soviet Union had an infinitely greate;
significance than the total suppression of workers' de
mocracy under the bureaucratic regime, because these
masses had no acquaintanceship whatsoever with the feebje
advantages of bourgeols demoecracy. For the militants
in those countries, the Soviet Unlon's material ald, no
matter how slight, was Indispensable and more tangible
than the treacherous maneuvers of Kremlin politics. In
the capitalist countries, how many sincerely revolution
ary militants remained members of the Communist party
for a long time, even though they had anxietles apd fears
about its policies, because they could see no other or
ganization to belong to. It took the birth of other work.
ers states and the rise of serious differences among them
for layers broader than those of the extremely politicized
militants to make a distinction between a workers stats
and its leadership of the moment, for these broader seg-
ments to undersiand the accommodations to world Im-
perialism the Kremlin was seeking at the expense of the
international socialist revolution—so that, as a resull,
Moscow would no longer remain the "guide,” the pole
of attraction; so that, this time, a mortal crisis would
affect the Communist parties. Parties in the leadership
of workers states are at the mercy of social crises in thelr
countries. Reformist degeneration in the Communist par-
ties of capitalist couniries sooner or later will cause these
parties to break up, their members having to choose
between openly acknowledged reformism and the poli-
tics of rising new revolutionary formations.40

Obviously, the Fourth International has had no ties

lo capitalist society. At the hands of the first workers
state, whose exlstence il never ceased to defend, both on

the political plane against the caplialist world and on the
theoretical plane against all the revisionist tendencles —

Stallnism being one of the latter4l —the Fourth Inier-

national suffered the most implacable persecution, often

more murderous than that imposed by capitalism. The

Fourth International has nevertheless been able to live and

grow, because throughout all these years it alone represent-
ed the fundamental, historical interests of the world prole-
tariat. There Is no mysterious, esoleric reason for this. At
its foundation, the Fourth International received, through

Leon Trotsky and the Soviet Left Opposition, the heri-
tage of direct descent from the Bolshevik parly and the
Communist International. The Fourth International is
thelr legitimate heir, taking up and continuing thelr tra-
ditlons. The Communist parties that succumbed to Stalin-
Ism, and the Communist International itself, which Sialin
had to debase and dissolve, are no longer anything bul
usurpers.

By the wvery fact of its existence as an International,
the Fourth International continued to represeni the In-
tereats of the proletariat. While not rejecting a single
conquest of the proletariat, the Fourth International re
fused to grant special status to any one of them before
the triumph of the revolution on a world scale. Every
organizallon that claimed to be soclalist but had only
national objectives, or was not an integral part of an
international organization, has In the course of these years
seen ltsell condemned elther to disappear or to stagger
and fall under the impact of declsive political problems.

Thls International plane, on which history has passed
Its Inexorable Judgment, should never for a moment be
overlooked by those who really want to assure the world
victory of soclalism; because the world today la Incom-
parably more unified —and In a more complex fashion —
than ever hefore. In a preface sritten for (he ninetleth

41}, In the early doys of Stallnlam, Trotsky had pointed oul
that il It were nol rejecled, It would drag the Communist parties
onto a paith halfw ay between communism and reformism, and
that such & poslilon ecould not bBe held for ANy length ol tme.
jl:unhm béen held much longer than Trolsky foresaw, bul he

|.||-|:-..-|':||1-af 1he basi tendency wliith a greal deal ol ﬂl:l.l”}"-
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; xlam, Itallan Maximallam. the AT sky len-
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{0 with respect to this fundamenial question.
W st degeneration of the Soviet state 1s an
8 par {llustration of the falseness of the theory
m one Eguﬂh?-'

W8 ity years that have passed since these lines
n the conirary to the opinlons of supporters of "so-
country” and then "national roads® (which
n of the first theory, brought to the fore

0
Fl;:riad of the lsolated state, to conditions in

the International character of the
Yo revolution ls even more obvlous. The war In
';:  for the revolutionary movement to have a glo-
w agalnst imperiallsm. The Invasion of Czech-
oakia has demonstrated, again better than anything
@ pow the term socialism can be besmirched by the

alist interesi of & bureaucracy.

i wﬂw demonstrated, better than anything else, the
[ynam has

fo truly act as an Internationalist, it 18 not enough
world politica In the press. An international
|ine has to be elaborated, and this can only be
, by belng organically connected with forces In strug-
‘hroughout the entire world. What has given the
» [nternational Incomparable political strength, de-
: ifs pumerlcal weakness; what has made it feared by
Laders of powers like the Sovlet Union and China,
s have & VEry clear understanding of their bureau-
& Interests and who certainly do not engage in fight-
mmdmﬂ]n—'ﬂll that the Fourth International is a
that, by the action of its members, forges connect-
links among the guerrilla fighters and the rebelling
ts of Latin America, the Blacks of the United
::nmg fighters of South Africa, the peoples of Black
and North Africa, the revolutionary militants of

& Middle East, the militants In many Asian countries,
g yapguards in the workers states of Eastern Europe and
& Soviet Union, the workers and the vanguard youth of
yaern Europe, etc. In both bourgeols and Stalinist
weperrevolutionary campalgns against the Fourth
wraational, a role is often attributed to it that it does
=i bave, or a degree of influence is atirlbuted to it that
ydos not possess. Nevertheless, no big struggle has
st place—nor s taking place—in which the militants
4 ¢ Fourth International have not participated. The
wions drawn from these struggles by its militants be-
mmt part of the political and theoretical analyses of
& mternational movement. Since there can be no really
nd knowledge apart from action, the Fourth
gemational Is today the only revolutionary organiza-
%2 thal Integrates and unifies the lessons of the class
guzgle on all continents. That is why its analyses, the
wsfions It takes on an International scale —without any
sentions o Infallibility —have most often been supe-
%t fo the analyses of individuals or groups, no mafter
b= Intelligent and sympathetic to the revolution and

- bioclalism the latter may be.

(n this subject, the Cuban leadership affords a striking

~ mmple. of what International limitations can do. The
~ Uban leadership distinguished itself from that of all the

%ér workers states by proving itself truly internationalist

- B |l tried to help organize the struggle for sociallsm

SocialistBooks

from Pathfinder Press

friends and supporters because of its silence on the |

2y and its position on the invasion of Czechoalovakis.
Where do ita political defaults come from, considering its
excellent underatanding of the problems of the colonial rev-
olutlon? Its politieal defictencies stem from the fact that its
horlzon has remained limlted to Latin America and to
the “h:ﬂill countries. The problems of the European
workers' movements and the problems of the East Eu-

ropean workers states and the Soviel Unlon escape L,

because it ls not connected Internationally with forma-
tions that might enlarge

Its horizon and give It a pro-
found, global grasp of these problems.

An argumen! that has been repeated many times since
1833 In connection with establishing the Fourth Interna-
tional malntains that we should start by bullding mass
revolutionary parties on a national scale, that the founding
of the International can only come about as a culmination
of such a process. In other words, this question is posed
as If we were bullding & house: first the walls (the nation-
al parties) must be raised before we can put the roof
(the International) In place. This kind of thinking mani-
fests a total misconception of the relationships between
the International and its national sections In the twentieth-
century world. Let us recall that up to this day no specif-
lcally national organization has acquired a program that,
in & truly complete fashlon, enswers the revolutionary
needs of our epoch, Including on a national scale. Because
there Is no such thing ms “"soclalism in one country,” no
such thing as "natlonal roads,” the Instrument of world
revolution can only be a world party. It cannot be con-
structed evenly In ell countries because of the uneven
development of the revolution throughout the world.
Creating a mass revolutionary international and creating
revolutionary parties In each country do not constitute
two tasks separate In time. It is a single process that
takes place by constant interaction between the Interna-
tional and its national organizations. Finally, to under-
stand the Importance of this question, it Is not without
value to gee to what point the bourgeoisie, throughout
its history, has especially feared the existence of an In-
ternational.

The question of the International was eclipsed during
the wyears In which the world revolution resumed Iis
momentum almost exclusively through the colonial rev-
olution, while In Western and Eastern Europe the era
was marked principally by reformism. It will not be long
before the big turning point of 1968 makes the necessity
of International coordination, on the level of a vanguard
Marxist-revolutionary organization, the first item on the
agenda. The idea of an International was born in Eu-
rope over a century ago.-And it was in Europe that the
idea became a reality several different times. A few decades
of Stalinism have not destroyed this tradition. Moreover,
Europe is the area of the world with the strongest con-
cenfration of productive forces. In Europe more than
anywhere else these forces are coming Into collision with
the barriers of national states. The contradiction beiween
the development of the productive forces and the super-
annuated national states in Europe was at the bottom of
the two world wars. In the absence of victories for the
socialist revolution, which would have created a social-
{st federation of European nations, for more than fwenty
years we have been witnessing the spectacle of a Euxqpe
cut in two, soclally and geographically, by the division
of Germany, accompanied by the establishing of two cari-
catures of "unification,” the European Economic Com-
munlty on the one hand and Comecon [Council for Mu-
tual Economic Ald] on the other. The resumption of the
revolutionary rise in Europe will not fail to place the

of its

~ tarlat will also be placed on

D& On el

ariat the order of the day.
: the International revolutionary organization of the
future be simply an enlargement of the cadre organiza-
tion that constitutes the present Fourth Infernational, or
will it be achleved by other means? To pose the question
in this fashlon, like it or not, is to duck the problem
as it exists today. No one can maintain that mass rev-
olutionary-Marxist organizations are going to spring up
all of a sudden, llke Athena from the head of Zeus, and
miraculously create a mass revolutionary International.
The organizations are what they are today, and to be
able to change the sltuation, our struggle must use existing
conditlons as its point of departure.

We are the very first to regret the Fourth International's
Incapacity for so many years to mobilize and lend mass
movements. Without denying errors committed, we think
that these did not bear on the essential problems, so that
even If these errors had been avolided, changes of a qual-
itative nature in the relationships between the Fourth In-
ternatlonal and the mass workers' movement would not
have resulted. It is difficult 1o imagine that for forty years,
had there been objectlve possibilitles for so doing, a team
capable of solving the problem of & mass revolutionary-
Marxist leadership could not have been found — what with
'l ir~ s .7~  Cftempts that were made. None of the
Fourth International's manifold critics have demonstrated
how to do better —and none have done better. On the
contrary, when the soclalist revolution made a new
advance In the European countries, It was the Fourth
International that was to be found in the forefront of the
battle, and It was the members of the Fourth International
who began to activate the mass movements in many of
these countries.

The Fourth International is not one of a number of
sects. Its history is that of an international revolution-
ary Marxist party in the most tumultuous epoch of the
socialist revolution. The expanszion of the workilng-class
movement over and beyond organizations struggling in
the [ramework of capitalist society —as a result of the
creation of states rejecting the capitalist systemm — has given
rise to an extraordinary phenomenon of comblned de-
velopment. Actually this expansion has for years been
combined with a conglderable retreat on the organlzation-

al level by the revolutionary-Marxist vanguard. We have
had to lose ground as far as political action is concerned.
But not for one moment has the Fourth International
vielded an inch as far as theory is concerned. In addition,
Il has made available to new generations a rich theo
retical and political contribution on numerous guestions
bureaucracies In working-class organizations and bureau-
eracies in the workers stales; Siallnlsm; politcal revolution;
permanent development In the colonlal revolution; theo-

rles relating to facism and the Bonapartist strong stale,
etc. Those who have participated In the Fourth Internation

al have a legiimate right to be proud of its history. The
theoretical and political conquests of the Fourth Inter-
national as an organlzation of vanguard cadres willenable
it to go beyond the stage it has had to traverse for so
long.

Joining the Fourth International today means becoming
part of the battle being fought in many countries, on every
continent: it means developing a global strategy agalinst

capitalism, along with the other milliants of the Fourth
International, and applying that strategy wherever pos-
sible: it means once agaln, across the years, riising alofl
the banner of October, of Bolshevism, of the Communist
[nternational, and bearing it to victory in the battles
of today. :

| To be continued. |
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THE THIRD INTERNATIONAL AF TER

LENIN
by Leon Trotsky

introduction by Gus Horowitz

Labeling Stalin's thesis of *soclalism In one
country® as a cover for the developing bu-
reaucracy within the Soviet Union, Trotsky
(lustrated how this theory led to disasters
within the Internatlonal working-class move-

menl. This work, writien in

1928, Is basic

for understanding the current policies of the

Sovlet

throughout the

Unlon and of Communlist partics
world. 348pp., §3.45

WRITINGS OF LEON TROTSKY

WRITINGS OF LE b
France 384pp-» paper $3. :
#E}Tfﬂnﬂslﬂf LEON TROTSKY (1934

35) ( France) 368pP-

WRITINGS OF

, paper
LEON TROTSKY (1935-

ON TROTSKY (1933

§3.45

36) (Norway) 152pp., 8 x 11, paper $2.95

WRITINGS OF

Fanar

LEON Tﬂﬂi‘-;:';t $2.95

38) (Mexico) 184ppP- 8 x 11,

WRITINGS OF LEON
39) (Mexico) 162pp-

TROTSKY (1938-
Bx 11, plp" ‘a"“

WRITINGS OF LEON TROTSKY ‘; If:ﬂ-
40) ( Mexico) 128pp- 8x 11, paper $4.

THE REVOLUTION BETRAYED

by Leon Trotsky

"Because of the wealth of its ideas and its
imaginative force, this has become one of
the seminal books of this century.”— Isaac
Deutscher, The Prophet Oulcast

*Still remains the most sophisticated expla-
nation of the roots of Stalinism.”— Louis
Menashe, Nation

In Trotsky's most exhaustive analysis of
social forces that gave birth to Stalinism
in the Sovlet Union he takes up virtually
every aspect of Stalin's foreign and domes-
tic policy, contrasting all aspects with so-
clalist norms. 308 pp., $5.95

MY LIFE

An Attempt at an Autoblography

by Leon Trotsky

Introduction by Joseph Hansen

* .. an autoblographical masterplece.” —
Isaac Deutscher, The Prophet Oulcast
Trotsky portrays the 1905 Russian Revolu-
tion, the emigre circles of pre-World War
Europe, the major political debates within
the revolutionary movement, the Bolshevik
victory In 1917, and the civil war which
followed. He recounts the rise of Stalinism
and sketches political and psychological par-
traits of Lenin, Zinoviev, lnd-ami_m. Index,
Chronology, Bibliography, Footnoles.
640pp-, $3.85
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BY JOHN COMPTON,

Socialist Action League.

conference registered the important
gains of the previous two years and

perspectives for the next period.
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The main political document "The
Challenge of the New Radicalisation”

upsurge of anti-capitalist struggles in
NZ around the antiwar movement,
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The document below is a response by

i
§ il

and wide-spread witch-hunt the Zionist
regime recently launched.

o
TR -

8% The opening salve of this witch-hunt
i came December 7, when Israeli police
& announced that twenty persons, sixteen
% of them Arabs and four Jews had been
' taken into custody on suspicion of part-

iﬂaﬁm in a Syrian - led "espionage

“and sabotage network”. The fow Jews
were alleged to be members of the Red
- Front, an anti-Zionist orgsnisation,

. OnDecember 11, seventeen more

y apparently all Arabs, were
- e by the police, Then, on

~ December 26, two more Jews were
~amested. One, Rami Livneh, is the

. S0m of a Rakah delegate in the Lraeli
parliament (the Knesset, ) Livneh is a
ember of the Revolutionary Commum-
Alliance (frequently known as

gle , the name of its newspaper )
_ ﬁ-lém which the Red Front had
: was charged, not with having
0 part of the "spy-ring”, but of
ing known of its existence and failed
‘inform the police,

nection with the i -
ey

ed that his son had been tortured.
_police. In their efforts to get by
h to "confess" that he had known
the “spy ring", authorities beat
m, threw freezing water on him, and
ected him t;; i.:l:ctric shock, n
procec ed 10 do its job, the
et confronted Livneh withjsev;:ml of
8 Arab friends, each of whom had been
En & tortured. Livneh was told
already confessed and

also charged that 3
s had been m?f joher

=ase marks the first ime in Lrael
ws have come in for the torture
thc:tn reserved for Arabs,
ent below, "Against the
I mﬁgm&, " was signed by
: ons,
e Israeli Socialist Organisation
pen-Marxist) has issued an urgent
. 10 world public opinion to inter-
order 1o stay the hand of the
- Hm-

Toup has called on le to
: ¥ & o Plim'r rsend
d Meir, Jer Lrael, C
Such messages be sent to 150
t) at P,O, Box 2234, Jerusalem,

The socialist movement in New Zealand
tock & significant step forward with the
recent second national conference of the
Held over six
days in Wellington In early January the

clearly laid down political analyses and

took up the central question of the new

women's liberation, Maori and Polynes-

~ left organisations in Israel to the ominous

ides the nearly forty people being held

ian struggles, the gay liberation and
high school movements as well as a new
restiveness in the labour movement,
reflected in the unions and the Labour
Party.

The growth of the antiwar movement in
response to U. S, and N.Z. government

policies of aggression against the struggle.

for national self determination of the
Vietnamese people was seen as the main
thrust of the radicalisation. The docum-
ent stressed that Vietham remains the
“"central issue in world politics today™.
The spreading of antiwar sentiment and
its impact in so many other sectors had
broken the hold of patriotism and

Cold War politics on the majority of

the NZ population.

The document went on to discuss the
importance of the student movement as

: [ Jz
Blindfolded Arabs who will face lIsraelj !

: interrogation'. The Zionist i
émployed torture and detention measures agairgtaﬁtmbs, but t];u-nﬁ Jziglili:n; 23::1
has used them against significant numbers of Israeli Jews,

- SAL Conference Registers New Gains

a "powerful social layer", a catalyst of
the radicalisation. The growth of a
powerful women's movement, the new
nationalist sentiment amongst Maoris
and Polynesians, and the broad impact
of the anti-Springbok tour movement
were analysed.

The document then demonstrated how the
radicalisation was having significant

ef fects in the working class, combined
with a new militancy in response to the
attempts at wage and union controls by
consecutive National governments.

The N.Z. ruling class is in a quandary as
to how to deal with this new situation.

Part I of the document analysed the
structural roots of the worldwide radical-
isation and stressed that it was not going
to be turned back, that it would develop
and deepen, and link up all sectors of
anticapitalist souggle, including the

Israeli Left Protests Witch-hunt, Torture

w

long
e it

decisive sectors of the working clasy

The document stated that " :
New Zealand revolution, in Eiciﬂ:::ng
working class will be decisive, wil}
incorporate the forces and dﬂl{iands of
the independent movements whicl are

developing in the course of 3
isation. " the rﬂdlcal..

The present period of broad radi

is one 0fft:raini}ng the mwlu;?:rﬂiﬂﬁﬂh
actvists for a future deci

of social forces. This tn:li:vt?:t:‘: Sr;f;'-oan:z ot
a party nucleus, has begun in earnest.

All other left tendencies in N7 fail 1o
grasp this dynamic, fail to relate to the
living struggles and lead them towards
correct political conclusions,

Three other documents outlined the tasks
in key areas: the antiwar Mmovement

the new feminist movement and the 3
student and youth sphere. All documents
were adopted unanimously, followin
lively discussion, The rest of the cﬂi[ef_
ence was taken up with workshops and
panels on questions such as the highly
successful Socialists for Labour campaign
carried out in the recent election.

The conference received greetings from
many other revolutionary socialist groups
around the world. A member of the
national committee of the Socialist
Workers League, the sympathising org-
anisation of the Fourth International in
Australia, was able to attend the con-
ference, and presented greetings.

He was able to point to the many simi-
larities between the political situation in
Australia and New Zealand, in particular
the newly elected Labour Governments,
the history of opposition to the Viemam
war, and the presence of growing women's
liberation and national minority move-
ments, All these factors mean that the
tasks facing revolutionary socialists in
both countries are very similar at this
stage,

All in all, the conference made it clear
that the Socialist Action League can look
forward confidently to a growing political
impact on the N,Z, political scene.

"For the Democratic Right to Organise”

The government aspires to destroy the
organisations of the left and is utilising
provocations to this end, After the
discovery of what it called a "sabotage
and spy ring, " the regime struck at the
chlutiunary Communist Alliance

€) by arresting Rami Livneh and
Mell ﬁhr?:?an It lsgobviaus what will
come next: the well-known domino
method, After Struggle, others will be
hit, Against the Black Panthers the
government used frame-ups about
"domestic terrorism" and ""Molotoy
cocktails"; against the organisations of
the left it is now using the obvious
Provocation of "spying and sabotage, "

The government does not intend to stop
there, By announcing that 100 more
AITests are expected, the regime is
preparing the ground for arresting more
political militants and destroying more
political and workers' organisations,

The e that members of an open
political organisation "had contact with
4gents of the enemy" is only a beginning,

The government that has for years
been expropriaﬂniand upeng Arabs,
that has for years been engaged in clags
oppression and racial discrimination. is
in need of renewed "national mit-;.-"j
Eam? of thdl:; strike wave and price

. It needs a new "security” ds
10 justify its militarism and & E:E
nuation of oppression,

The Israelf regime cannot tolerate the
Joint political organisation of Jews and
Arabs, and it uses all its weapons, from
the security services to the courts. to
destroy all such activity, :

We place no trust whatsoever in the
information released by the police and
the security services - they are intended
to create a lynch atmosphere. Various
charges raised toward this end havye
already been disproved (and gome of the
accused have been freed already).

We know that many of those imprisoned
have been badly tngrrhued in the Eﬁrw of
interrogation, in the highest traditions
of such methods, We have heard that
they will be tried before closed military
cowrts on the basis of the 1945 Defence
and Emergency Regulations,

Yesterday the regime claimed that
striking workers were "saboteurs"; today
it attacks political organisations and
claims they are "enemies"; tomorrow it
will destroy workers' councils by claim-
ing that they “endanger national unity".
The government attacks freedom of
political organisation and at the same
time prepares the laws that will enable

them to gend stri_ldug workers to ja#¥,

Let's stop them now!

i'ﬂ.lﬁagu'l, h'ln:u-.a—
K Fdgua,
that the city be rebullt

Wi =,
Eummu has it that Nicara guuﬁ dict
on the same site because of his

Yesterday they declared the villages of
Ikrit and Biram "closed areas": tomorrow
they will prohibit demonstrations against
"excesses" and all forms of neighborhood
and school organisations,

Let's them now!

Don't let them outlaw a litical
organisation, D

Let's stop them now!

Let's fight for the democratic right of all
people to organise according to their opin-
ions and conscience. We urge all organis-
ations and individuals to support this call.
Avant-garde Group, Israeli Socialist
Organisation (Matzpen-Marxist), Israeli
Soclalist Organisation (Ma y
Revolutionary Commumist Alliance
(Struggle), Arab Students' Union -
Hebrew University, Jerusalem,
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alor Samoza is insisting
real estate Investments,
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INTERVIEW: WeeWaaGotton Chi

following is an interview with three

bers of a delegation sent to Sydney

me:_-lrildng black cotton chippers from

ee Waa in northern NSW. The inter-
yiew is with Michael Anderson, Ivan
Nolan and Max Shillingworth. Michael
Anderson was spokesperson for the group.
gther members of the delegation were
Joe Flieck, Noel Haines, Roy Thomne
ind Lyle Munroe Junior,

The interview was obtained on January
19, since that time the cotton chippers
have staged a strike which resulted in a
wage increase of 29 cents per hour being
won, A strike fund urganiseds bj*nﬂm
Aboriginal Legal Service in Sydney
hlpeq?n::stai.n the chippers during their
srike,

As is explained in the interview, the

low wages were only one source of the
mrest among the Wee Waa cotton
chippers. Other complaints included
inadequate housing and poor working
conditions, particularly the lack of toilet
fcilities which has led to health prob-
léms, including a high incidence of
gastro enteritis among aboriginal

children.

Ten chippers are reported to have died
from heat exhaustion since the chipping
began,

This interview has been transcribed from a
tape recording and somewhat abridged. It
has not been edited by the participants.

DA: Could you give us some background
to the recent events at Wee Waa?

Michael Anderson: Representatives of
the chippers at Wee Waa asked the
Australian Workers Union (AWU) to look
into the current wage conditions and
living conditions of the cotton chippers,
Now this has been held over and no
action has been taken at all since Decem-
ber 3, mainly because of internal fight-
ing in the union as was stated by Mr
Oliver, the state secretary of the AWU,
this moming in the Sydney Moming
Herald, We have a letter from Mr
Oliver stating that the AWU has now
Fl'ﬂ:n us all the power to get our own
egal advice and take it before the state
conciliation committee, It is up o us
now to claim for the wages we want, SO
y've more or less given us er to

form our section within the AWU to
ﬂg,ht for our own rights,

This committee I also must point out is
an aboriginal committee, it is elected
by aboriginal people.

The thing in Wee Waa started when :
people complained about conditions and
complained about low wages and they
8id we should be getting more, Now
When we looked into the matter we found
that the award wages for cotton pickers
and chippers, the basic wage is $1.16 to
$1.25 per hour - for a forty hour week,
that's $46, 50 (that's full adult pay). For
4 ten hour day the pay is $12.78, and
there is no sick leaye or public holidays,

There has been a three year lapse waiting
for higher wages in the cotton chippers'
field of work, and I think we should get,
ind we will get, a three year increase
Wages, which is going to come to a
lot, and the cotton farmers, espetially

those Yanks aren't golng to like B
blacks that much. Ko P

We Intend to put all forces to make our

e it Mt

A -
i

case heard, We're not going to pull any
punches this time; we've had it. One
thing is we've asked no govemment
departments to act on our behalf. This
is our thing; we're running it, The
aboriginal people on this committee are
running it fantastically; in fact I don't
think that a government department
can run it any better,

DA: You've had experience in the past
with Government Departments?

Michael Anderson: I have had a lot of
dealings with Government Departments
and their lack of participation in many
matters dealing with Aborigines, We
haye Mr Gordon Bryant at the moment
who is travelling around Australia clean-
ing up a bit, But the thing is, fair
enough he's a white man, and he's the
right man in the right position but its
about time Aboriginal people have rep-
resentation too. In this case we have
just made his department aware of the
problem, and he has ordered that a Mr
Foster from the Department of Labour,
and a Miss Jan Cooper from the Depart-
ment of Aboriginal Affairs go to Wee
Waa and investigate the situation, But
we are sick of investigation; we're telling
the ttuth, and we're down here to tell
them, They said they were there to
investigate, We're going to take action
ourselyes,

DA: Do you think there will be any
differences between the Liberals and
Labor as far as setting up more possibili-
ties for Aboriginal control over the
running of black communities?

Michael Anderson: The only step I have
scen them take is when Mr Bryant made
a public statement to the Sydney Moming
Herald saying that Aboriginal people
should apply to become advisers to his
advisory council. I question this advisory
council that they're going to set up, as
to how much power and how much in-
fluence they're going to have on deci-
sions. It is no good us going there like
before, They say we've got our advisers
there advising them what to do. The
thing is they're not listeningto them,
They're acting on their own behalf

doing what they bloody want,

So the position is, the aboriginal people
have decided now they are going to go
ahead for an increase in wages and
better living facilities,

The living facilities up there; people are
living in cars, old busted up cars.

're living - wall,t;f they can find
any old pieces of tin, they put up a
wlzdbre:fk or they put up a shack and do
whatever they can do, ma jority

of them are living in tenm,hwith large
families, They just had a large rain-
storm up there, a big rainstorm which
washed a lot of people out, so they just
have to sit in a wet camp.

bori-
Also, there are a large number of a
ginal babies and children who have been

treated for gastro-enteritis, and the
local dnctnrgaup there said that he's b
finding it very difficult to cope with the
blems that these seasonal wets bring
on, and the diseases that arise when the

DA: What sort of medical facilities are
available?

Michael Anderson: We've only got the

1 doctor and the hospital, but
:v?w got a team of doctors and nurses

from the Aboriginal Medical Service
going up tonight.

Ivan Nolan, Michael Anderson, Max Shillingword]

DAz What sort of treatment do black
p-t_:-:rp]_: get in the hospital; are they
discriminated against?

Michael Anderson: No, to be honest
they're too frightened to discriminate
against any aboriginals because of the
noise that might erupt, because we're
starting to talk now. 5o they're going
to just have to treat them, Some
aborigines have been treated with
contempt, but at least they're meated,
which is the main thing,

DA: What are w orking conditions like on
these cotton farms?

Michael Anderson: Well, the fields
themselves are in rows from about on
or two hundred yards up to about half a
mile long. Aborigiral people have t
walk up them and chip the weeds fr

the cotton, The temperatures range
from about 110-125 degrees, and very
few places have toilets, If women are
working there, they have to sit down on
a drum. A man, if he wants to go he
jist has to go across the road and do

his business, more or less publicly. This

is another complaint .

They provide the water in 44 gallon
drums and the drums are just sta nding in
the heat, so the water is just as hot 2
the sun Once you drink it. There's
shade for people to have their lunch in
DA: The morning papers yesterday said
things like a lot of outsiders have come
in and tried to stir up trouble. \What do
you say about that?

Michael Anderson: There are no out-
siders, I think they regard me as being
an outsider. I went to Wee Waa about
Christmas with my family, my aunts and
uncles, While I was there [ started to
work. I worked in the cotton for a few

days. Some blokes just said to me, gee,
this doesn't seem right. Everybody else
works for eight howrs and they get more
than $12 for eight howrs, and anything
else is extra on to that. [ said well,
you're entitled to it. The only reason
you're not getting it is you're not
making enough noise. You're satisfied
as far as everybody's concemed.

So basically I don't regard myself as an
outsider, I've worked there before. In
fact I worked there to send myself
through school, So, the only reason they
see me as an outsider is because [ was
one of the founders of the aboriginal
embassy and I came to Sydoey to further
my education,

DA: There have been some meetings up
at Wee Waa. Could you tell us about

them 7

Michael Anderson: Yes, we've had about
four mass meetings and I'd say the big-
gest attendance would have been about
400-500 people. We've had one mass
meeting at back of the pub; we've
had another in the main street and we've
had another in Dangar Park., And each
time there has been more than 200
aborigines there,

DA: Has there been any strike action yet?

Michael Anderson: We've had a strike,

a one day strike Friday last, and the only

people w{n: worked were tit;: older peﬁle
d the younger people who support

:lnder pegple.phndtﬁcm': only a haedful

of them,

DA; What percentage of chippers went
out on strike.

~

ppers

Michael Anderson: Well, I would say it
was easily 857 of the cotton chippers
who went out on strike.

DA: What percentage of people who work
on chipping would be black?

Michael Anderson: 95% would be black,

14rF ks . . :
DA: Why do you think that is?
N3 - e gy 1 oo e =
Michael Anderson: Mainly aboriginals
come bDecause they're on social service
benefits for most of the year and they've
been after v :U_.‘:_ - I' ,;:_" no w ._'-]'|-; i‘-‘i
town. So, i y chipping
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Michael Anderson: Yes, there has been
a lot of discontent amongst the towns-
people - not only the aborigines and
itinerant workers who come to Wee Waa

- that's been going on for years.

DA: Are the prices ditterent for ifinerant
workers?

Michael Anderson: Yes, I was just about
to say that one of the local churchmen
that I was talking to, when I said that I
would like to investigate the local

food prices, told me that prior to the
Corton season all food prices are
increased, I've seen a man there in the
past few years go from a tin shed to a
beautiful big air conditioned supermar-
ket, He's fgcu: a two-storey home; he's
making a fortune,

DA: Is there anything else you'd like to
say?

Michael Anderson: Only that I'm very
disappointed in the State Government,
Particularly Mr Waddy's department,
because they're not taking immediate
action to use the $40,000 that has been
granted for developing cottage and
toilet facilities. £u-lt,r last year, before
the cotton was started, the Goyvernment
granted the money, and Waddy has held
it up in his office because he wanted to
give it to the local council. But, the
local council wouldn't take on the

bility so that in the meantime
black people have suffered, because one
white man doesn't want the responsibility
and the other white man wants to give it
to this man who won't take it.

DA: Why do you think the council
would not do it?

Michael Anderson: If I had that answer
I would be able to challenge them,
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e ‘war Australian socie

- AUSTRALIAN

LABOUR HISTORY

PART 3

'LABOR
AND

WAR

This is the third part of our series on the
history and development of the Australian
bor Party., The first part traced the
origins of the ALP, and the second part
covered the period of Labor in power.

® & &

War is an acid test for all political
parties, particularly the parties of the
working class. The pressures of an
Imperialist war such as the one which
opeéned in 1914, proved to be no |
exception.. Capitulation, chauvinism
and narrow national interests triumphed
in the European sections of the Second
International. Only the Bolsheviks and a
handful of individuals remained

- steadfastly in line with the principles of
internationalism .

If parties under the leadership of
men with the capabilities of Kautsky and

iy

~ Plekhanov! succumbed so effortlessly to

bourgeois patriotism, what of the
reaction of 2 dual class party such as
the ALP?

LABOR'S RESPONSE TO THE WAR

Given the he

. mony of imperial econ-
omic ties

ideology dominpant in

it was dest-
the masses
swing in favour of the

ed that large sections
- would temporarily

~ war in its initial stages, The claim of the
. E-Ibﬁf Party leadership to represent a

~ wvariety of classes a
~ into an open and enthusiastic support

interests melted

~ for the prosecution of the war, It was

- Labor Prime Minister Fisher who attempt.
- &d to call off the federal elections

- scheduled for September 1914 in the

- name of "national stability”. The con-
Servative roment in control of the
‘House of Representatives went ahead

- and called an election which the ALP

- 'won, gaining control of both the R
B oA e Serate. | PO

'lhmppn of the Party's ieadeu for

. the war was not an isolated and precipit-

- e

| ~ support for the ALP, Rather than drawing

~ ous act of patriotism, It flowed from the

~class collaborationist line pursued

the leadership well befure]:ht war :ynd
was the extension of the militarist foreign
- policy advocated by Hughes and others to
. maintain Aostralia as an outpost of

. European civilisation.

try. We

- Among the followers of the Second

.:---mml:in Australia, the Victorian
tr Party offered a public condemn-

E'_‘-.-:." jtilln of the war. At the same time the
V5P chose to work inside the ALP because
- of the influence of "the unions and

L

- leagues and conferences at the back of
' .ﬁml’:ﬂr.“ Besides, claimed the

VSP, the workers stood a better cha
~ with Fisher than with the com:-mﬂ:::: (2)

Other socialist sects expressed their
ogition to the war outside the mnmxi:pgf.

towards the masses of workers who blind]
olldwed the ALP leadership into the wl.:r, 4

the majority of the socialist upuscules

the approach that the leaders of

i ﬁﬁammm?t
30 Dyphiss the hold of the ALP on the =
'gd working class, 4 il

»

# Federal Party were “fakers, twicers and
 bloodsuckers", Such predilections belied a
some of the early socialists

| BY PETER CONRICK

As for the parliamentary wing of the

ALP, its position on the war was defined
thus: "Our interests and our very existence
are bound up with those of the Empire.

In time of war half measures are worse
than none. If returned with a majority we
shall pursue. . ., . every course necessary
for the defence of the Commonwealth
and the Empire. ."(3) There was never
any question amongst the Labor leadership
about national defence. Even national
republicanism was prepared to forego
"independence” in fayour of imperial
service to Great Britain.

HUGHES AND CONSCRIPTION

The pressures on the right wing leader-
ship, from Britain, for troops, increased
during 1915, when Hughes replaced Fisher
as Prime Minister, Hughes immediately
laumched an attack upon the working
class organisations, His first move was
to ban the IWW which had maintained

a persistant anti-war stand and by late
1915 was gaining some influence among
government workers in the railways and
transport industries,

Concurrent with this note of repression
was the calculated weight of Hughes'
own political base in the trade union
movement. In Hughes' case , his in-
fluence lay in the Awstralian Workers'
Union which had the largest number of
delegates to ALP Conference, The AWU
Was a conservative union which favoured
arbitration to sertle disputes and wsually
condemned strike action,

The dilemma of Hughes' position was
this - On the nn&hﬁstoi?ﬂm British
War Council demanding new divisions
of troops for the war of attrition that
was developing on the Western Front
and on the other, his realisation that
there would be fierce opposition to the
Introduction of conscription, When in
August 1916 the War Coumcil cabled to
the Awstralian government a threat that
one of Australia's divisions would haye

to be disbanded, Hughes was forced to
move,

The onally enormous casualities
suffered by the Australian Imperial
Forces at the Battle of the Somme and
throughout the allled imperialist summer
offensive in 1916 extended the already
strained load on the Australian Army,
Hughes took great pains to point out to
his audiences that the homogeneity| of
the AIF would be destroyed unless con-
scription was introduced’ He did this in
the most calculated demagogic and
chauvinistic terms possible: ", ry
Awtralian is bound by every sacred de

of honour and of duty, every instinet of
loyalty and self-preservation to do his
Eﬁr share 1311 the mighty effort of the
‘£mpire. ., "Hughes had a long record(4)
of militarist sympathies and he needed
80 great moral persuasion from the allied
command 10 commit Australian troops

to Ewope under compulsion,

THE UNION OPPOSITION TO HUGHES

The Prime Minister did not speak for
the rest of the ALP, nor for Eﬁ whole
Labor movement, Opposition to the
conscription proposals inside the work-
ing class organisations y rested on the
assumption that national seryice would
weaken the trade union movement and

R e o

THE WOULD-TO-GOD BRIGADE |

lay open the way for a capitalist class
at?:rac:k on wages and conditions. Under
the wartime circumstances of state
intervention in Industrial uction,

the manufacturing sector had expanded
and diversified into chemicals and
rubber . But unlike European capitalism,

wages in Australia remained at a relative-

Iy high level, The threat of compulsory
military service to the worker became
a welcome medium for the industrial
bourgeoisie to cut costs. In particular,
the replacement of adult males by
female and child labor resulted in the
reduction of wages by 509 in certain
industries,

The allegation that conscription would
turn Australia into a "black man's hell”
wfa'sjl an integral and racist component

of the campaign against Hughes organ-
ised by thepfal?ﬁr tﬁeaucr:f:hy. Whiﬁ
the more ssive sections of the
workers' movement rejected the blatant
racism of some trade unionist arguments

others tended to centre on the ambiguous,

but just as dubious issue of "mass immig-
ration". Of cowrse, Hughes was just as
gullty of racist paranoia as some of his
opponents, As a matter of fact, a

large measure of the Prime Minister's
assessment of the danger to Auwstralia

lay in an undisguised fear of Japan.

It was the Melbowrne Trades Hall
Council that delivered the first blow
against Hughes' promise to the British
Government . In May 1916 a special
conference was convened to define
Victorian Labor's attitudes towards
conscription which resulted in a
resolution being passed opposing
conscription, Hughes retumed to
Australia from a trip to London in July
1916, as yet uncommitted to national
service, On September 1 of that year
he attacked a meeting of the Victorian
executive and tried to gain support for
his conscription proposals, but failed.
Despite an alliance with Premier
Holmgn in NSW he failed to carry the
Iligr;:_[y in his a'gl:;_lstﬁ;e. On September
£5 an olman were expe
from the Labor Party, Sl

H s walked out with a gi
ginger grou
of four ministers and seventeen ;;::nrli:all-J

mentarlans, although there was sti
S iplii':. gh was still no

THE CONSCRIPTION CAMPAIGNS

Hughes was forced to abandon his ho pes
of getting conscription through parlia-
ment, Even If he had been able to

steer the bill through the House of
Representatives, he would have faced
40 open revolt of Labor genators, The
decision to put the question of conscrip-
ton to a referendum was precipitated by
sgvcral ministerialresignations, Ultima-
tely the referendum was thé only way for
Hughes to oppose the dem ands of the
u.nif:rns_ that he drop his milltarist
Posturing, Besides, he thought he could

win,

The mass camp:
palgn that followed the
amnowncement of the referendum Was

the largest and most intensive confron-
tatlon between the Industrial and
political organs of the working class and
the front organisations of the Australian
bourgeoisie, For scope and depth of
mass involvement Australia has never

witmessed a more open battle,
tion and the issue of whether working
people should be forced to fight and die
for imperialist wars became the touch-
stone of a renewed radicalisation of the
working class, Under pressure from
thousands of workers, the Labor
movement eventually swung behind the
upsurge of strikes and lockouts that
followed the aftermath of the referenda
and the 1917 general elections,

The first referendum was decided on
October 28 1916 and resulted in a
rejection of conscription, Hughes
ignored this edict and a second referen-
dum in December 1917 saw an even
firmer rejection of conscription,

Both results were crushing victories for
official Labor and a clear, unmistakable
voice against Australia's continued
involvement in the war, The true
winning margins of the referenda have
never really been released. One sector
of the vote was especially embarmassing
for the supporters of conscription - that

was the voice of the A,I,F, The official

statistics registered the army vote as a
narrow victory for compulsion, however
many reports have since indicated that
the final figures were tampered with -
on several occasions Hughes' agents in
London re d on the wmrest of A, L F,
soldiers at the Front, If the army did
record a "yes' vote it was only by the
support of reservists uninitiated in trench
warfare,

THE MASS CAMPAIGNS AND THE IWW

Socialists and syndicalists alike played

a2 leading part in rolling back conscri
tion, The audacity of the IWW and their
stress on rank and file organisational
forms won them the support of a
considerable section of the labour move-
ment during the war, Moreover, the
IWW produced a regular weekly "Direct
Action", which sold at around 10, 000
per issue at the height of its influence,
The importance of "Direct Action" as

a focus for building the anti-conscription
campalign cannot be underestimated, Its
attraction was borne out by the consider-
able attention the Wobblies received
from the state repressive apparatus,
including those former Labor men
gathered around Hughes,

One of the most influential organs of the
imperial bourgeoisie, ""The Round
Table", gives this revealing summation

of Hughes' position in the Labor machine,

"Mr Hughes has always been at daggers

drawn with amy section which has sought
to identify the Labor Party with the out=-
look of industrial unionism, "The Round

Table” benignly excused the working class

for accepting "that the governing classes
of all countries were responsible for the
war," The journal concluded that the
conscription campalign had been largely
a struggle between Hughes and "the
alternative of violence and the class war
- the soclal revolution to be achieved
through . , , . the brute force of organ=
ised unionism, "(5)

The unremitting anti-conscription cam-
paign of the T'WW resulted in a E’wth of
support for the movement among the

working class, This influence could have

CONTINUED NEXT PAGE
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* Clarke chokes on his indignation — the
education system will be the better for it,
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GAFE — FOR SOME

tourist promotion in Sydney
l‘:hmEI”ﬂ;ll::-h:: Borbon; director of the

jppines centre claimed that visitors
Phu;he Philippines have beuieﬂmdimm
& jmposition of martial law, The
e e rate has dropped and all the night-
‘ﬂlz; are still open. However if you
i n to be on the streets between
hﬁlﬁghl and 4 A.M, you may have
mmg lems with militﬂl‘? Pﬂtl'ﬁ]l.

' "-;h,p ilippines are now gafe for tourists

put it's a different story if you happen
—li\'e in the Philippines and have a few
B agreements with President Marcos,

A NEAR THING

the Australia Day ceremony in
gﬁ:ﬁ Lzrd Mayor Griffin almost

; forgot O play the national anthem, He
| was abo

ut to announce the departure of
VIP guests when horrified officials
gﬂ:nindeélruhim of the anthem, Thank
ess, who knows what horrors might
‘have befallen the nation if such ﬁuings
on were allowed to continue unchecked.

WHERE'S HE BEEN FOR THE LAST
IFE'.-.?YEP.RS?

On January 26 Taffy Davies in his

iSydney Today" column in the Sydney

n§un" commented on "a group of young-

sters trying to flog a dubious publication
lcalled 'Direct Action' which had blazing
‘red headlines; ' US out now'". Davies

‘said "Blimey, where've they been all

‘the week?" Presumably he had swallowed

the rubbish which the "Sun" and most of
'the other daily papers had been printing
regarding the imminence of peace in
Vietnam, In October the afternoon press
‘came out with headlines announcing

I peace — and not long afterwards some

of the heaviest bombing raids of the war
were launched against Vietmam.

Davies probably also believes that the

peace to Vietmam despite the fact that
a cursory examination of the daily press

that Thieu is already making noises
about the treaty having been broken and
preparing the way for reinvolvement of
the US in the war, If Davies knew any-
thing about Indochina, he would know
that the US is maintaining its presence

around the coast and they have bombers

at any time they decide that they don't
like the way things are going. This
situation is not new — where has Taffy
Davies been for the last decade?

BOSSES VICTIMISED

that proposed federal government legis-

awards and exempting union officials

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 14

been extended into the army. But rather
than hiaving an interventionist orientation
towards the army, the [WW exhibited a
Ceértain nalve anti-capitalist puritanism
which ultimately led to isolation from
thousands of workers already in the AIF,

The absention from army agit:ltiﬂml
work was in line with a general syndic-
alist rejection of all forms of political
struggle,

Thus the TWW rejected all parliamentary
action, It made no distinction between
reformist politics and revolutionary
politics, and analysed the opportunism
of the ALP purely in terms of its comm-
thmnt to p Iranm:nLu'y -Llctivity.
Direct Action" claimed that "For the
first time in the history of the working
tlas movement in Australia a paper
ippears which stands for straight out
“Ct actionist principles, unhampered
by the plausible theories of the parlia-

mentarians, whether revolutionary or
D‘thcn-.rj_-_c_ i (G]

The Iww was tolearn that such sectarian
Parity did nothing to mobilise the ranks

of -‘"‘.Mh’uli.ln workers who shackled their
Opes and aspirations to the ALP,

THE INDIC TMENT OF THE IWW TWELVE

Er?l'wm the Central leadership of the

TW Was arrested and -.:h.lrged with con-
*Plracy to commit arson, It is quite
Probable that this was a false charge, but

recently signed agreements have brought

reveals that fighting is still going on and

in the area — they have aircraft carriers

in Guam and Thailand ready to interfere
in the struggle of the Vietnamese people

The director of the Queensland Employers'
Federation ], R, James said on February 1

lation lifting bans clauses from industrial

from civil action over "damages" cause
by sirikes amounted to “emplgtr victlr:—
Isation" and would lead to a period of
industrial anarchy, violence and chaos,
He also said that employers were prepared
to lock out workers who pressed their
claims too vigorously,

What he really meant was that for the
past twenty three years the Liberal
Eﬂwzmment has allowed the bosses a free

nd in crushing workers' struggles and
they don't like any changes in this

Iii&tu:tiun, no matter how slight they may

PERMISSIVENESS, RED TERROR
LOOSE IN VICTORIAN SCHOOLS

A.Clarke, president of the right wing
Victorian Teachers Union told the recent
VTU annual conference in Melbourne:
“There is a danger of licentiousness
being mistaken for liberty." He went on
to say that there was experimentation in
the schools and that politics was
increasing in importance in the schools
and "To me, this is a reversion to mob
rule, the very antithesis of democracy
and is the forerunner of Che Guevarra's
urban guerillas." Clarke's evidence for
this startling news? Well, there are
increasing pressures for student rights
and student representation on committees
as if student opinions. , .. .. were essential
for decision making. And "Is there not
the danger in this development of our
children being encouraged to question
the answers rather than to answer the
questions?" Students asking questions. . ..
students wanting representation. . . . stud-
ents having the temerity to claim that
they have their rights. . ... lets hope

that the present trends continue and that

AUSTRALIA PARTY — PROGRESSIVE?

During the federal elections many people,
including members of the Communist
Party thought that the Australia Party
stood to the left of the ALP because of
its liberal stand on many social issues
including legalisation of abortion, We
pointed out that such a position ignored
the fact that the Australia Party was a
capitalist party incapable of fighting for
the demands of the working people. The
party had its origins in a group of liberal
capitalists who broke away from the Lib-
eral Party., Now the Australia Party is
beginning to reveal its social roots a
little more clearly — in the by election
for the NSW seat of Armidale it has
decided to allocate its preferences to the
reaclionary Country Party rather than
the ALP,

THE JOYS OF LIVING UNDER
CAPITALISM

Addressing a recent conference of the
AMP insurance company's salespeople,
H, M, Collie the NSW manager said that
one in every twenty people in this
country probably attempted suicide at
some lime during their lives, The
official statistics show a suicide rate of
one person in every seventy, but a large
percentage ol suicides are concealed

by the courts and the police.

EMBASSY CHARGES DROPPED

The Federal govermment recently
announced that it would not proceed
with charges laid against demonstrators
at the Aboriginal Embassy in Canberra
last July. It also announced that fines
imposed but not yet paid will not be

collected. However those fined under the
Liberal Party government will not be
compensated or have their convictions

guashed

THE Y-T-UW. WiLL NeT
oL ERATE ANARCHY (A OUR
SCHOOLS. ALL STUPENTS NOT

FoLLsWING NORMAL PROCEDURES
oR DISRWPTING TRE PROCESS
EpUCATION WLL BESHOT.
THAT IS Ak,

the government availed itself of the
opportunity presented by the trial to pass
the Unlawful Associations' Act, banning
the TWW and the publication of "Direct
Action",

Still the bulk of the IWW remained un-
reconciled towards the ALP, Some

sections of the movement reformed them-
selyes under new names to avoid the act.

The ban on the IWW led directly to the
formation of the One Big Unien (CBU)
which unsuccessfully attempted to unite
111 trade unions info one massive org-
anisation along the lines of industry,
rather than by craft ideas. The still
born plan for the OBU had the mppﬂﬂ
of those who were to becarlne the :mc cLe
¢ Communist Party, 1ts most en-
i:':ifw.:f;'l:nrl:ii:: supporters were the S?cmlist
Labor Party, independent ?Dc:aluts,
left wing ALP and ex-IWW members,
In real terms the OBU had cashed in on
a period of upsurge in 1917, otherwise
its organisational and political influence

was negligible,
THE 1917 GENERAL STRIKE

Two u s on the industrial front
mmmngﬁﬂthc culmination of wide-

spread discontent over wartime profiteer-

high food prices, long hours and
:;cs'edu;;l methods in production, plus the
refusal of the Arbitration Courts to

increase wages sufficiently to offset the
increased cost of living,

[ Augwst,
The lead-up to the big strike ©
1917 was the coal-mining dispute of

e A
3 s
. A e

October 1916 which effectively closed
down all mines in the Commonwealth,
causing a serious dislocation of most
other industries, Despite its limited

demands for shortened hours, its political

me._q.:t \Was ::1Jgnifi1."d l‘j‘ the threat
posed to wartime production,

This tactic was extended to other indust-
ries by the adoption of go-slow methods.

3 ¥ I 5 %
In the railway workshops in NSW, where

syndicalist influence was considerable,
posters began Lo appear, proclaiming;
"Slow work means more jobs, .‘a'l;rﬁ:
jobs means less unemployed. Less
competition means higher wages, less
work, more pay. "(7)

Attempts were made by the government

to speed up work - all such efforts met
with walk-outs throughout Australia,

The strike rapidly spread to other indust-

ries- coal and metalliferas miners,
seamen, watersideworkers and others

such as carters and storemen who refused

to handle black goods. At its climax,
close to 100, 000 workers were involved

{n what turned into the biggest industrial

upheaval experienced in Australia,

It was not until 19 September that the

strike was defeated by the unions
agreeing to sign application forms for

re-employment,
THE EFFECTS OF THE SPLIT

When H finally broke away from
the ALP in early 1917 to form the

Nationalist Party, he left the parliament-

MASS MURDERER DIES

On Tuesday Janua
, former president of the United States

23 Lyndon Johnson

died, He will be remembered by working
people everywhere for his brutal attacks
against the people of Vietnam — his use
of up to half a million troops and 2
campalgn of mass bombing of civilians
in order to impose the will of United
States capitalism on the people of Viet-
nam. He deserves to be placed alongside

monsters of the stature of Hitler and
MNixon,

SECTARIANS DISCOVER VIETNAM

After virtually ignoring the struggle in
Vietnam since the formation of Iie'u‘
sect, the Socialist Labour League devotes
one and a quarter pages to the issue in
the January 22 edition of their paper
“Labour Press". Previcusly "Labour Press”,
regarding the struggle in Vietnam as an
unimportant quéstion for the working
class, has confined its comments on the
matter to small token articles to the
extent that this group which calls

itsell Trotskyist has a worse record
regarding defense of the Viemamese
revolution than the Stalinist Communist
Party of Australia and in fact, any other

left-wing organisation in Australia.
The article, going under the heading
T T =1 y ol . ™Mo r
Mobilise to Defend Vietnam Bevolution"
15 the text of a statement |"J., the so-called
International Committee of the Fourth
International. In fact this "Intemational
Committee" is nothing more than the
n L _— i a % . . :
British Socialist Labour E_L'.J;'Jl_".n name
for itself plus the few tiny groups which
cling to its coat tails in other parts of the
orid. 1 ading reads ra r sirangc 1y
Labou ess” which | gard-
- |
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enoug y regular 3
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. STEVE PAINTER

ary wing of the ALP demormlised and
defeated, This j
of the anti-conscription campaign.

2list Coalition in the 1917 elections,

It left the Labor party unmable and unwill-
ing to lead the thousands of workers in

The role

industrial upheavals of 1917,
the ALP during the General Strike was

complete ineffectiveness,

price of the split: virtual political
oblivion throughout the 1920's, until

not so much a betrayal, but an almast
It was not the
ALP but the bourgeois Nationalists and
employers wha smashed the strike. In
the parliamentary arena Labor paid the

was in spite of the success
The
political demoralization of the ALP wa
concretized in the victory of the Nation-

b

the rise of Scullin's government in 1929,
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The international capitalist recession
geems to have ended. All the imperial-
ist countries. except Italy, foresee ac-
celerated growth in 1973. The three
key countries of the international capi-
ialist economy —the United States,
West Germany, and Japan—are ex-
periencing a clearly ascending phase
in indusirial production. The time has
therefore come fto sketch oul a pre-
liminary balance sheet of the 1969-
72 recession, to examine its specific
features, and to deduce some general
tendencies in the comprehensive devel-
opmeni of capilalist economy.

The Most Serious Recession of the
Postwor Period

The 1969-72 recession was undoubt-
edly the maost serious experienced by
the postwar capitalist economy. The
volume of trading on the Wall Street
stock exchange fell by 40 percent in
anticipation of the recession. This time,
in contrasl to the preceding recessions
that have occurred since 1945, nearly
all the imperialist countries, except
France, were drawn in. Also unlike
earlier recessions, recovery came very
slowly, especially in the United States
and Greal Britain, and was accompa-
nied by a persistent and even accelerat-
ed inflation.

Certainly, the recessions in the
United States, West Germany, and Ja-
pan were not complelely simultaneous.
There was a space of about six
months between the bottoming out in
the United Siates and the beginning
of the downlurn in Germany. Inter-
national capitalism had great need
of these six months; without them,
the situation would have been much
more serious than it finally was.

Moreover, if the recession was se-
rious in the United Siates, it was less
50 in West Germany. The decline in
employment suffered by the West Ger-
man economy during the 1971-72 re-
cession was only about hall what it
had been during the 1966-67 reces-
sion. Nevertheless, the slowness of re-
covery in the United Stales was such

that most capitalist countries felt the
effects of the West German recession
before the effects of the American re-
cession had faded away. Hence the
persistence of economic difficul fies and
‘of unemployment in Great Brilain,
Italy, the Netherlands, Sweden, Bel-
Bium, and Australia, to mention only
a few of the countries affected by the
‘repercussions. i is only now, when

e United States is reaching full pro-

is, the buying

the relations of |

e : s under capital 8

Rl ons of excess capacity have
| @ppeared in a series of key sectors:
slg‘el. shipbuilding, natura] and

ithefic textiles, electrical home ap-

€%, and no doubt also in the
automobile and electronics Industries,
These branches now experience only
' shorter and shorter periods of expan-
| slon, interrupted by increasingly per-
t periods of slagnation and de-

The long period of expansion bol-
ed he milllancy and organization.
| strengih of the working class. The
 workers are not Prepared to pay the
| s
| cost of rising inflation, the only way
,{ﬁ_u' the capitalist syslem to avold a
Y serious crigis. Hence the exacer.
bation of on-thejob conflicts, the pro-
liferation of strikes, of higher and
“higher

definitively breaking the workers' mil-

the "greats” of (he
pliance industry,
man melal trugts, came within a hajr's
breadth of crashing. Only the big
banks continued to steadily increnge

itancy, the rate of profit has been
eroded by two factors: by the decrease
in the rate at which capacity is uti-
lized and by the stagnation of ‘lhe
rate of exploitation of the working
class.

A long-term decline in the rate of
profit coineiding with an unfavorable
conjuncture usually results in bank-
ruptcies and spectacular crashes. So
it was this time. Penn Cenftral, the
largest U.S. railroad; Rolls Royce,
the symbol of English capitalism;
Montedison, the Italian chemical
giant—all went down the drain. A
few other "showplieces” of internation-
al capitalism, such as the U.S. air-
craft companles Lockheed and Boeing,

After
e
International

Recession

Italian electrical ap-
and most of the Ger-

their profits.

Trade War and Export of Inflation

As l_l always the cage during an [n.
lernational capitalist recession, Inter-
imperialist contradictions were exacer-
bated during the 1969.71 period,
Above all, the West European powers
and Japan made serlous inroads in(o
positions held by American imperial-
ism since the second world war, both
in trade and finance. Then, beginning
with Nixon's August 15, 197 1, speech
American imperialism passed to lhé

nterattack.

Did the counteraitack succeed? In the

monetary field, the competitors of the
United States were unable lo get lo-
gether and organize a collective
response. On this level American Im-
perialism  therefore scored mm[e'
points. Nixon exported inflation.
declined in the United States nnfi l.n-
creased in the rest of the imperialist
world.

Paradoxically, in the area of trade,
success was elusive. The deficit in the
American balance of trade Is greaf-
er than ever. American Imports con-
tinue to increase faster than exporis.
The short-term chances for a leveling
off of the American balance of pay-
ments deficit are hardly propitious.

Under these circumstances the resis-

tance of the USA's parmercompelitors
1o accepting "devalued dollars” as pay-
ment for this American balance of
Payments deficit will increase. The dol-
lar is less and less suitable for the
role of world currency. "Confidence”
in it has been badly shaken.

American imperialism wil] continue
its trade-war offensive, which will tnke
On A& pronounced Protectionist charac-
ter in severa] areas, Nevertheless,
Oation continues at full steam, and
with it the altempls to gain some ad-
vantage by adjustments in the rate
of exchange (that 18, by devaluations)

This Browing disorder in the Inter-
national monetary system threatens
to l.mll extension of credit and of inter-
national rade. The Imperlalist powers
will have 1o react. Freedom o manip
ulate n‘ﬂliQnL\l currencles will become
increasingly limited Already, Euro-

in-

pean currencies have been "o
lectively.” The tendency s thus

a system under which the

dence of national governmeniy)
slons on questions of monetary
credit policy will be subject to gre
and greater constraints, which will
centuate the tendency {o return fy.
industrial cycle marked by simy,
ity in all countries.

Recession, Inflation, Class sh'uggl

For the first time, the 1896979 e |
cesslon was accompanled by acceler.
ated Inflation on an l.nlernntiunu
scale. More than ever, Inflatign re.
mains the only way to halt the crisiy
at a certaln level (that is the big gip. |
ference beiween “classical” eriges and
today's recessions). But a l!rnngu
and stronger dose of inflation wi|] be
needed to do the job. The Republican
Nixon, theoretical champlon of the
"balanced budgel,” could end the Te
cesslon only by deficit Spending af
a record level In American histaory,
In Great Britain industrial Production
picked up only after an increment gp
the order of 25 percent in one year
in the amount of currency in circula-
tion.

Why, under these conditions, hag in.
flation been able to slow down in the
United States? Basically because the
American working class— under the
pressure of the betrayal of the trade
union bureaucrats, who "went along®
with the wage [reeze imposed by Nix-
on—has allowed its standard of living
to be reduced and has suffered mas-
sive unemployment. In capitalist
Europe the workers' resistance to any
form of incomes policy has been
stronger and untll now has prevented
the bourgeoisie from making the work-
ers foot the bill by raising prices.

But this situation will hardly last
forever. With accelerated expansion,
unemployment will no doubt finally
decline in the United States, Then the
workers will be able to take revenge
for the "lean years” imposed on them'
by Nixon. As soon as unemployment
seriously drops, outbreaks of strikes
can be expected.

Thus, in the long term, Nixon will
have succeeded in exporting inflation
and unemployment only to import an
upsurge of workers' struggles. Small
comfort for U. S. imperiallsm!

In the rest of the imperialist world,
inflation will remain at a high level,
and with it the discontent and the re-
lated militancy of the workers. These
will combine with the structural causes
of class conflict revealed by May
1968 —reaction  agalnst speedup,
against Intenslfication of exploitation,
against the brutalization of assembly-
line production, against management
authorily, and against the relations
of capltalist production In general. All
these phenomena have been accentuat-
ed since the recession. They will
scarcely disappear with the end of the
recession.

The prospects for the international
capitalist economy are thus hardly
optimistic. While It may be able to
rely on some new openings In the
Eastern countries, while the agricul-
tural crisis has been somewhat amello-
rated by the shortage of beef in Wesl
Europe and by the massive grain
shipments to the Soviet Unlon and
China, while the prospect of an "oll
shorlage® will stimulate Investment In
the energy Industry, the currently be
ginning boom will not last very long:
The pre-1967 situation will not reap-
pear. Monetary, financlal, and indus-.
trial difficulties will comblne with the
Browing soclal tensions to make the

18708 as a whole a decade of slow-
down of economle expansion and of
multiplication of explosions of the
class struggle
January 7, 1873




