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EDITORIAL

Not so very long ago, around the time
of Nixon's reelection, capitalist polit-
iclans and the press in America and
Australia were carefully fostering the
{llusion that the Vietnam war was OVer
or would end shortly, The key to peace 1
they claimed, was the treaty that Nixon's
agent Kissinger had negotiated with
the Viemamese, Protests, the petitions,
the mass street demonstrations - none
of these were needed any more for
peace was at hand. This monstrous
edifice of lies and deception now lies
in ruins before world public opinion,
Nixon's unprecedented terror bombing
of north Viemam has outraged
peaple the world over. The rising tide
of protests from around the world has
stayed Nixon's hand and U.S. .i.l:llpd:r’.‘::ﬂ-
ism has returmned to the negotiations
in Paris to achieve its aims. They
no doubt expect that the Viemamese
will be less stubborn in their terms now
that they have had a taste of American
air power.
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The bureaucratic castes ruling in the
Soviet Union and China continue in
their shameful role as agents of Amer-
ican imperialism in its bid to force the
Vietnamese to settle on U, 5. terms at
the conference table, Against Nixon's
terror bombing, the USSR and China
have done precisely nothing, The world
Stalinist movement has aided and
abetted this betrayal,

In the face of the renewed imperialist
assault on the Vietmamese people, in
which the Paris "peace" talks are mere-
¢ Iy a variant, it is nec that the
most massive and sustained campaign
be moumted internationally to force
the U,S, government to end all the
bombing unconditionally and withdraw
all of its forces from south east Asia
Eed{;t&l}f and without conditions,
on has no right to negotiate a i
with the Vietnamese. Fgrofhis m"aimms
the international protests projected for
January 20 are vitally important, All
those who support the right of the Viet-
namese people to national self-deter-
mination must work to make these
actions a massive success,

« + « « «I would like to get in touch with the Socialist Workers League
« « o« « »1would like more information about the Socialist Youth Alliance
« « « « »1 wonld like to join the Socialist Youth Alliance
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Drive
Nets 248
New Subscriptions

In Australia the antiwar feeling has
been reflected in the labour movement
in the bans against the American ships
and other projected industrial action,
This is a very positive development,
It is unfortimate that the declared aim
of this movement is to force Nixon to
¢lgn the peace treaty rather than dem-
and that he withdraw his forces imm-
ediately and unconditionally from
south east Asia,

The Labor government has also reacted
to this antiwar pressure, with several
cabinet ministers making outspoken
statements condemning Nixon's aggress-
ion in Vietmam, What is necessary now
is that the government develop an all
out campaign against the American
assault, It should endorse the union
bans, call on people to demonstrate
h? the streets on January 20 and initiate
diplomatic and economic action against
the U. S, until such time as it ceases
its Vietnam aggression, For example
American firms here could be national-
ised and American products boycotted.

DIRECT ACTION's drive for 500 new
subs by New Year fell well short of its
farget, Qur supporters found that they
bad their work cut out covering the
elections, making sure that thousands
of people found out about the socialist
view. We covered most of the major
campaign rallies in the Eastern capital
cities, handing out 45, 000 broadsheets
the election of the Labor

election campaign intensified and our
work increased, we fell behind, Never-
theless we were able to win 248 new
subscribers to DIRECT ACTION and that
Is no small feat, very few:left wing or
mderground newspapers in this country
ha?e been able to build the sort of sub-
u;:lnﬂpt!un base that DIRECT ACTION has
built in the course of the past year, ‘Our
first subscription drive in 1972 gained us
938 new subs, This together with the
248 from the election drive provides a

firm basis on which we can build in the
next year,
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For the first few weeks of the drive we
were able to stay on target, but as the
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U.S. 0UT NOW— NO CONDITIONS!

The role of the Australian Stalinisty

of the Soclialist Party of Australis (SPA
and the Communist Party of Amna |
(CPA), is especially treacherous i the
current trisis, In the labour MOVement
they have sought to organise the

about a demand ("sign now") w ch in
effect endorses a treaty negotiated

the Vietnamese at gunpoint - {i slgnin
won't bring peace or justice to Vlemuf
In pursuit of this same aim in the {pdag.
endent antiwar movement the CPA h“P'
indulged in bureaucratic manipulations
which :il.m c:f}tm!ier ;n all hithe
principles of united action and

cratic decision making, Bpt
The Australian Stalinists of course
pursue this course in support of the
Kremlin bureaucracy, for whom the
Viemam war is an embarassment
something to be ended as qd;;kl}: as
possible even if on terms negotiated
means of American terror, Then th
can uninterruptedly develop their
detente with U, S, imperia -

No, to American imperialist te
blaclanail there is only one ami::;_md
We must build massive sustained protests
using all forms of action, throughout
the world demanding that the Vietnam.
ese masses be allowed to determine

their own destinies free from imperialist
interyention,

END ALL THE BOMBING NOW !
WITHDRAW ALL U,S, FORCES FROM
SOUTH EAST ASIA NOW - NO
CONDITIONS !

SYDNEY

10 a.,m,, Saturday January 20,
U.S. Consulate, Pitt Street.

BRISBANE

10 a.m, Saturday January 20,
King George Square,

'MELBOURNE

9 p.m, Friday January 19,
City Square,

DIRECT ACTION FORUM
BRISBANE

Sunday 21st January, 7 p.m,
40 Union St., Spring Hill,
VIETNAM AND WORLD
POLITICS TODAY
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{se that our Party
opd 1K€ to ‘::’fhﬁ;as a mandate to do
o O 0 1o ﬁﬂ;? the cuntiimation of this

L rep e uite clear to every-
:’l:"* W “dT';f--:::d?" (Emphn;il added)
be i nuary - press
S o S committed him-

~ertainl
ﬁ:eﬂﬂ‘ h",;;.“_ I o did FeAlI)

of this promised anti-
5o far ﬂ‘:iﬂ?;}?e been limited to words,
wﬂmgvﬁfr, the words of the
ministers have been use-
{nitial contribution to the anti-
ment, Jim Caims, Clyde
and Tom Uren have all lashed

Nixon's escalation,

ollowing the resumption
tdt{:t:lgnlg the new minister for

u!l]“'h [ndustry and Oversecas Trade
. 1:5; ctated publicly : "I say to the
e 3dmi,ni5tmtit:rn IStop your attack

:: Viemamese people, leave thcﬁr
ng take your armed forces home'".
| 1

statement Labmi.nL:'s-iinister
cenior minister,
Bmiﬁi }jil::gnﬂnnd Co as ""maniacs" in
oo mning the "murderous bombing of
m"_ He said on December 29 :
#The world is wimessing an attempt by
the greatest military poOwer ever known
impose pational torturée upon a poor
=d tiny Asian country to force it to
wecepl America's own rePuchanan' of
un agreement to end the war.,. war
mongering 1s based on profiteering and
i the people of the wﬂ_rrld can rise up
.nd take effective action agai_nst profiteer-
g which has so far characterised the
American action in Vietnam the war

may come 1o an end,"

[n another

lban and Regional Development minis-

‘&r Uren accused Nixon of waging a

Kiplomacy of terror” in Vietnam. The

.S, presi-:lent‘s policy was described as

gemming from a "mentality of thuggery."

on and Kissinger didn't appreciate
&g called "maguiacs“. While they
did put a fair amount of pressure on the
Astralian government, more pressure
w15 forthcoming locally. It is true that

U, S, Ambassador Rice tried to call on
Whitlam three times, succeeding only on
the third occasion, and Henry Kissinger
called on the Australian embassy in
Washington, But, the local coercion
was what the ALP leadership felt most,
Their new supporters, Rupert Murdoch
and his ilk, have deserted them, Nom-
inally "antiwar" papers such as the
"Australian" and the Melbourne "Age"
attacked the union bans and advised the
ALP ministers to 'shut up', The most
ung:Lne attacks, however, were reserved
to that wing of tiu: ruling class opposed to
Labor's victory, typified on this occasion
by the "Sydney Moming Herald",

In an editorial on January 1 it lamented:
" ... the United States for so long our
ally and 'our great and powerful friend
is now the target for the Awtralian Goy-
ernment's criticism and virulent abuse,
The Whitlam Administration has not
waited long to abandon the pretence of
goodwill towards the U, S, and to sabot-
age the ANZUS treaty. Any stick is
good enough to beat Washington .,, The
language used by senior members of the
Australian government about the U, S, is
the language hitherto reserved to Moscow
and Peking.,.,"

By January 12 the "liberal " "Australian"
was after Cairns' blood; it moralised:
"In short, if Dr Cairns so cherishes the
freedom to speak as an individual parl-
iamentarian he has one logical and
honorable course : to return to the back-
benches where he will be free to indulge
ISR ot

ﬁespite the bloody attacls by the capital-

ist press, the ALP involvement in the
antiwar movement was very limited.
Only Jim Caims and Labor Senator
W.W.Brown(Victoria) actually called
on their supporters to protest in the
streets. In a joint statement they called
on the people of Melboume to attend an
antiwar rally on December 31.

No doubt the forceful statements of the
Labor ministers will strengthen the anti-
war movement., These, together with

Whitlam's "swongly worded protest letter”

to Nixon will help mobilise new forces,

BY SOL SALBY

Armed with new confidence following
Labor's election victory, Australian

frade unionists reacted sharply to Nixon's
latest escalation, Bans on U, 5., comm-
ercial activities were threatened or
imposed by no less than 20 unions, Only
the cessation of the bombing of Hanoi
and an extremely vigorous intervention
by Bob Haiwke stopped the bans from
snwbaéliug into an effective boycott

of the United States,

Many trade unions under varying leader-
ships combined in a joint effort as the
news came from Hanoi, There were
unions under Socialist Party of Australia
(SPA), Communist Party of Australia
(CFA), and Labor party leadership,

First and foremost was the Seamen's
Union ban on American shipping imposed
on December 28, This ban received

the bulk of the publicity because of

i ““}'r' reacuon, But the response was
much wider than from this union alone,
",:'“ Thm'ﬂh'}’ July 4 the "Sydney Mom-
g Herald" presented a roundup of
wions bans on U, S, shipping and U, S,
Uined companics and services in
Australia;

Lal

The Scamen's Union lus imposed a
Ll natdomvide ban on all U, S, owned
ﬂl!pplng Whether registered in the U, S.
% Other countries,

]
s,"'d"":'?'l Port Kembla and Melbourne
F:jljlc;m} of the Watcrside Workers
shi r““"_”" have imposed a total ban on
o 1% Oylng the U, s, flag as have the
m: E:-L;.IE Wales branches of the Store-
and ﬁ;:I dckers! Union, Ships Painters
“I'ighu‘h ;.Ln_, Union, Federated Ship-
Sipnt YWF Mechanical Branch, :
CRited l.'l_‘ls-h.Lllj_‘: n"f I'~|1.n].:15' l]nicm,‘ Fed-
Mmcn's Un‘E]‘ ' Union, Tugs Ll.‘l'jl.l Lighter-
g ; S, and lhq;-“ Victorian Muari-
and W aterfront Group of unions.
AE‘:-I::L-H .\.H:.‘lf.li] i1 b .IIIL"J!. of the
Rig c?]ﬁl*:lluml Postil Workers' Union
¢ 4 I.:lelik:“ Ils lederal office to im-
iii.lli"—'ﬁll} ni:lllt_l;;.jdlul_lt;in on

*Nire

Wnions [orming the building rades

ke
T " We]

:n manEEEE =

y mmp uER 0§ ||‘Q

group of unions in the NSW Labor .Cmm-
cil have called on the council to imple-
ment a statewide ban on U. 5, c-'-vnc%
goods and services if a peace trealy in
Vietnam is not signed by the end of

this month. . . "

This overwhelming response by W mhn.i'T'E
{s indicative not only of the new cORlIC=
ence of the working class - it also »
reflects the ovenyhelming opposition
amongst workers to Nixon's genocide
and the pressure they have exerted on
the leadership.

This new confidence and union -.:llction
created a furore amon the .:ru]mg !
class, In no time at all the d;ﬂcrcnc:n.s
{n thelr attitude to the Labor party were
411 but forgotten, They all shared t
same message, The "Sydney Momming
Herald" said: "The stupbidlt)' in,t:liﬂmn
uing trade union ban on .
:}Tiz?:?ng ould by now be ob-.-muts tt:
almost everybody. . « m. tll]:':; o s
employment in thlf‘ Cﬁﬂﬂﬂ Ha
derlined. . - ¢ "Ausira
E?uumg‘ht ithe maritime union's ban is

after all an idioti;: exercise. « »
orders they gave
and rAsCTI} Eﬂiidcnt Hawke were quite
ilmr - get the unions to lift their ban

or clse.

tional
» retalia ban by thc [nterna
E:;;nf:gs Assoclation (ILA) w::ig?
coyers wharfies on the Atlantic coa

the USA once again demonstrated its

rime Minister Whitlam

ESCALATION

particularly among the ALP members
and supporters for the next antiwar dem-
onstrations around January 20,

During the Seamens' Union ban Prime
Minister Whitlam and the Labor govern-
ment haye shown that they are not pre-
pared to do "all they can",
of support to the seamen combined with
the indirect pressure they put on the
unions showed the exact opposite,
Certainly no one in the ALP government
has taken up the plan put forward by
Senator Gietzelt at a Sydney antiwar
rally on New Years Eve.
that the Australian government should
be "persuaded" to:

Their lack

He proposed

* Appropriate all land owned by U.S.
companies in Australia,

* Ban the entry of all U.S, citizens
unless they are publicly associated with
the antiwar movement,

* Cancel the agreement with the U, S,
concerning the Exmouth Gulf and Pine
Gap installations,

Quite clearly Arthur Gietzelt's proposals
only begin to scratch the surface of the
possibilities open to Labor, The ALP
can use its state power to take mamy
measures to make it more difficult for
the U.S, to continue iis aggression,
The list of such measures is almost
unlimited, all the way up to the com-
plete breaking off of all commercial
and diplomatic relations,

A more fundamental betrayal of Whit-
lam's promises is the lack of amy ALP
attempt to help build any mass action
around the war. In sharp contrast to
some of his overseas counterparts, for
example Prime Minister Palme of Sweden,
Whitlam didn't call’on Australians to
march in the streets, Nor is it expected
that either he or any of his colleagues
will participate in the Janwary 20 dem-
onstrations, the only possible exception
is Jim Caims and there are strong doubts

about his participation,

Any such endorsement of the antiwar

actions by Whitlam and the whole gov-
emmment would have given a tremendous
boost to the antwar
is nothing surprising about the attitude

movement, There

TRADE UNION ACTION ON WAR

T E -
Austral Envoy tied up in Melboumne
role as a bosses' union. ILA president
Gleeson, a reactionary from way back,
was undoubtedly working as ar agent
of president Nixon. The Australian
embassy in Washington was informed of
the ban by the State Department long
before it was publicly announced.

The crumbling of the ban under capital-
ist pressure and protests from the U. S,
2dministration was quite rapid. Th-.-_ SPA
Seamen's Union leadership, in wmc}:lar
union secretary Elliot V, Elliott, capitul-
ated. On January 9 they put ‘farw.lrd an
ACTU recommendation calling for the

-nsion of the ban (to be reimposed
immediately Nixon attempts carpet
bombing of Hanoi again).

The course of events is by now history .
There is no need to consider the detailed
manoeuvres behind the scene. There are,

y seyeral interesting features
2:&5::‘5 from the events which !‘ollmved
the quick backtracking by the union

leadership.

SPA easily cames to
gdml"lzhﬁ B Moscow Stalinist break-
awa}r.frﬂm CPA has not been noted
in the past for its radicalism, Why h;s
it helped launch such a -::ampmlgn? er-
haps the answer lies in Moscow's support
{or the Paris peace meaty. Whatever it
was the SPA had very limited ohjf;ct:}.ru.

[t limited its effort to the cemttiio.éi :-ea
the bombing and the signing of treaty
rather than the principled demand of

of the conservative ALP leadership,

Only under mass pressure, did ths 1dopt
a strong antiwar line in the past and only
under similar PIESSUDE W '.” hev adopt
militar | I '

mMOmen | I i

tacitly pting a ig
it P ENC at
.
icceptung 1L "right™ 1 B
ire serving the interests of the U, S
!";-.,"1 I.EIC LIi.L':‘ 1 T S :__L verthe less,

Labor members and supporter

not be discouraged I !=|,'._ thould mobil
ize both Inside and outside 1 l

an antiwar La gOVErnm

speaking rights to all Labor mi

1nd for 1 der I
January 20

;C-,l'!"]" r":\:!l\l-'. A { LTy rate, A Osil Ll
enthusiasm couldn't have been (00
strong, The agreement isn't signed
vet but the ban has been lifted.

The SPA opte d for an unpring 15"|4.'-.i
demand, They did i
pamese p right to self deternmi
R o : : <
ation, They preferred the sl
'I'1,_'_-|!'-_'._'(_..|-'|-. di

1 ._,|~ 1€ '! I,l":.
\_'l'-E"Fl.‘I;
ort term
gains of having a mori
=y 19t O temiine thie bl -
..':.'i,. |.|'--|. ok SIENLTE L e : :
The SPA refused to force the U. 5, I<
'.".}.len_':."n'..'-'n' V.‘i]',"u“.i'.j'!li.!.'ll 111 . -.[QH."-: el
to adopt "out now" as thelr {ighting

demand.

Ay s
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Hawke ."q_".lj.'li.’1 * 1.1 chiel executioner
able to L,Lpit..-;]u-.' on the bombings

of Hanoi and “T:il'-l.]'.‘i‘.:-._.." being h.kll:‘_'*..!}
even though bombs continued to rain
down on the rest of north Vietmam. H
argued that with the cessation of the
bombing the bans should be lifted.
Hawke's role in selling out the Vietna
ese, a role he played on behall of thi
right wing bureaucrats ol the ALFP, w:
also made easier by comments of the
ACTU's secretary Souter before Hawk
return from overseas, Souter complel |
disassociated the ACTU from the ban

For all the betrayals of the SPA, C'F-‘n
and ALP bureaucracies, the unions
bans had yaluable impact. They hely
to build the antiwar movement, _"‘['th:mJ
have forced Hawke to promise .M_,TU
sponsored boycotts of US economic
interests if the barﬁﬁzﬂg i5 I?Sum{:{.

have forced am 1o wa 5
Egn not to resume the bombing, Wi
will be needed is a principled union
action around the demand _uf Out New
Such actions should hurt Nixon cconais
ically and politically if he continues
the war, and should pressure the ALF
jwelf to take real antiwar measures.
Unions should also mobilise their men
bers to attend mass antiwar demonsira!
{ons to end the war, especially the
actions on Janudry 20,

SUBSCRIBERS

If you intend to change your address 0
near future, let us know, Don't
st the Post Office to forward DA,
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= CPA SPLITS

BY GORDON ADLER

The recent massive bombing of Hanol
with heavy civillan casualties, the
destruction of a major hospital, the

bombing of a camp housing U, S, prison-

ers of war, and the heavy losses of
B-52 bombers by the U, S, air force,
have shown once again that the war in
Indochina is far from over. Nixon's
beligerent statements and the flagrant
violation of his election promise that
U, S. forces would withdraw from Indo-
china have shattered widely held hopes
of an early peace settlement. The
exposure of Nixon's lies by the brutal
reality of the bombing has aroused
sharp reaction In a number of countries,

The statement of the Prime Minister of
Sweden comparing the barbarous U. S.
bombing of heaﬁ:}: populated residential
areas of Hanol with the atrocities
committed by the Nazs during the
second world war produced an angry
from Nixon, The criticism of

U, S, actions in Vietnam by ministers
of the newly elected Australian labor

vernment, and the refusal of Prime
Minister Whitlam to endorse U, 5.
policy, coming from the nation which
has hitherto been the most servile and
dependable ally of the United States,
aroused a particularly bitter reaction
from the White House.

The ban of the Seamen's Union on the
handling of U, S. shipping, an action
that threatened to really hurt U, S.
interests, provoked a furious retaliation
from the U.S. International Longshore-
men's Association, a bosses' unlon of
long standing, notorious for its obse-.
quious for Nixon and the imper-
jalist policy of the United States in
south east Asia.

By [ar the most impressive mass action
against the war however, was the march
of over 50,000 people in Utrecht, one
of the smaller cities of Ewrope. Holland
has never been directly implicated in
the war, yet this protest against the
bombing was supported by the trade
unions, the churches and all major
political parties except those of the
extreme right. Surely no more dramatic
proof of the worldwide opposition to

the war and the possibility of rebuilding
the anliwar movement could be found.

THE MORATORIUMS 1970-71

The anliwar movement in Australia

has experienced periods of great up-
Surge in mass action and other periods
of passivity and decline. The great
streel demonstrations of 1970 and 1971,
which mobilised over 100,000 people
throughont Australia, were the biggest
and certainly the most important mass
dctions seen in this country for many

ycars, These Moratorium demonstrations
succecded in bringing such huge numbers
ol people onlo the streets in protest a gainst
ihe war because they were organised on
4 broad base, with a clear perspective
of action around a single major dem-
and thal could be readily understood

by lurge numbers of people and because
the Moratorium was organised on the
principle of non-exclusion of any group
opposed 1o the war, and non-dominat-
101 by sy particular political tendency,
For the first time in decades a genuine
cealition of antiwar forces operated
within 4 comparatively democratic
organisational framework,

THE ROLE OF THE CPA-AICD

At the ¢nd of 1971 however, the Comm-
tnist Party of Australia {CP::I.] and its
Iront Srganisition in Sydney, the
Am'a'aum'. 1or Intermation ] Cooperation
and Disananien (AICD) decided that
the war was virtually over, No further
Pt could be served by continuing to
p.uljn_np;ul_c i the Morutorium coalition
Pﬁi,llt‘ VIBOrous protests from the Social.
151 Youth Alliance (SYA), Wﬂrkcr*Smd‘um
Alliance and others the Moratorium was
swoud up, AICD cousiderced that the tinie
fuid caIe (07 it o coase being merely
M NEAr organisation, The war hoi:‘l
Y over, o broad Lew programme of -
political Jetion was required. Racism
vinarommental destruction, the role nf’
mnpqin‘allsm o1 2 world scale the
iﬁngumll movement, fmi‘g;i tikeovers
WL asseis and many »
oversiudmyed (he llldth‘]lill:i.? }wj:i]u g
the war did not cny in 1971 ;H.I:i by
March 1972 1 was lwn:umin:g -:!e-lr}m
iy sntivar activists that new ::Hnrt:
would Juive 1o be muade (o build anothe
..mth:irqf coalition, A number of dcmun-:
stratious were licld, by they were all

sl and poorty - ¢
i }‘ Lh ) ”'l-lwd 1] :
tlmugh llu‘y Wers & ] 1paTianl

With the visit of John Benson of the
United States National Peace Action

Coalition in August an 1[temp_t wnrs made
on the initiative of the Socialist W orkers

League to rally the forces of the anti-
war movement at a meeting held at
AICD premises, With the exception of
the convener Ken McLeod no members
of AICD attended, and no members of
the CPA were present, A further meet-
ing was convened for the purpose of
organising an antiwar march on Nov-
ember 18, All organisations previously
associated with the Moratorium were
invited to attend, This time the CPA
was represented, and a coalition was
formed from organisations opposed to
the war, AICD declined to participate
in the action. The November 18 march
had limited success, The attendance
was small, mainly through insufficient
preparation and publicity, the absence
of AICD, and lukewarm support from
the CPA. At that time both AICD and
the CPA were more interested in cam-
paigning for medical aid for Vietmam
and reconstruction of Vietmam after the
signing of a peace reaty than in
demanding the withdrawal of U. S,
forces from Indochina.

THE RECENT EVENTS

The revival of the bombing in Decem-
ber jolted all the organisations of the
left. AICD called for a street rally at
the Sydney Town Hall on December 31,
and at this meeting announced plans

for a demonstration on January 20,
Nixon's inauguration day. This com-
mendable initiative was a reversal of
the previous lack of interest in the anti-
war movement, but it was marred by
the fact that the AICD committee took
it upon itself to make all the decisions-
about the date, the nature of the action,
the demands and the venue without
consulting any of the other organisations
active in the struggle against the war.
AICD spokespersons claimed that the
reason for this inilateral action was the
urgency of the situation created by the
renewed U, S, bombing, which left no
time for any meetings with other tend-
encies. This is surely a strange argu-
ment coming from an organisation that
had refused to support the November 18
action. U,S. aggression does create an
urgent need for protest, but this need
has existed for a considerable time, and

will continue to be necessary in the
{uture,

Cooperation between all the antiwar
forces is an even more wgent necessity
if protests are to be effective, and the
action of AICD in seeking to exclude
other tendencies from making decisions
about the demands and the orientation
of the demonstration is a reprehensible
and ransparent attempt to dominate the
antiwar movement, Such action is
diametrically opposed to the spirit of
the Moratorium movement, and if con-
tinued can result only in splitting the
antiwar forces,

In view of AICD's decision, a meeting
of representatives of all tendencies of
the Antiwar Action Coalition was called
bg the convener, Lindy Decker, with the
object of discussing united action on
Januiry 20, AICD and the CPA were
both informed of the meeting and
wvited to attend, AICD declined to
attend either this meeting or the follow-
ing meeting called for a few days later
to allow time for the maximum attend-
ance Irom all groups, Brian Aarons
attended the first meeting as the sole
representative of the CPA but no CPA
members attended the meeting on Jan-
wary 3 at which decisions about action
on January 20 were to be made,

The absence of two major groups, AICD
and the CPA, certainly limited the
effectiveness of the antiwar coalition,
Tlu:.: sophistry of those CPA members who
cliimed that since AICD and the CPA
'WETE Dot present, no coalition existed
docs not absolve either the CPA or llh.‘,
AICD from respousibility for destroying
the antiwar cealition and splitting tl-.t:h
movement, If the antiwar coalition now
has a narrow base it is only because of
the boycout of the planning meetings

by the CPA and AICD, g

At the meeting of January 5 it was
learmed, indircetly, that AICD had
called a meeting of i members {or
j:mua::y 3. None of those present had
been invited. It was agreed thay repres-
enlatives from the generul meeting of

the antiwar coalition should attend the
AICD meeting to present the views of .tlic
general meeting and to seek the cooperal
101 of AICD for joint action on ];1|1x1.J|:ﬁ_;- -2[;
The representatiye

g wWere somewhat
startled, therefore 7

y 10 find that at the

ANTIWAR MOVEMENT

through bureaucratic .’“ﬂﬂﬁu‘vﬂng, lﬂtl:u - :-'

AICD meeting the chairman Tas Bull l
claimed that the meeting was a genera
meeting of antiwar activists called for
the "planning" of the January 20 action.
A more blatant attempt to exclude some
se ctions of the antiwar movement from
the declsion making could hardly be
imagined, It is significant that the maln
elements excluded, the SWL, SYA, and
the WSA are the sections of the movement
which have most often disagreed with the
AICD-CPA perspectives for the antiwar
movement in the past and which have
not been afraid to voice their disagree-

ments,

As it turned out, no decisions were made
at the meeting at all, Everything had
already been decided by the AICD com-
mittee. Even though SWL, SYA and the
WSA had been excluded, the committee
evidently did not trust even the rank and
file of AICD to come to a declsion to
their liking, The truth of the matter is
that the whole meeting was a sham, an
attempt to dress up the bureaucratic
action of the AICD committee, A num-
ber of people at the meeting attempted
to amend the decisions made, but were
quickly informed that the vital questions
had already been settled. In reply to an
AICD member who suggested, from the
floor, that a march should be held after
the rally on January 20, Bull said that
"if the committee had considered that

a march was necessary it would have
decided that way," The reason given
for rejecting a march was that the
Socialist Party of Australia would oppose
a march, and that if a march was planned,
the SPA dominated Trade Union Peace
Committee might withdraw from the
demonstration.

Leaflets advertising the demonstration
having been already printed and distrib-
uted, no discussion of the principal
demands of the action was possible.,

Bull said that he could see no major
differences amongst those present regard-
ing the slogans, and that as AICD was

a broad coalition of antiwar forces there
was no need for any other coalition,

Two minutes before the closure of the
meeting at 9. 30pm when a long, rambling
resolution covering a wide range of issues
was moved, Bull decided, without taking

a vote, to put the resolution without any
discussion,

“I don't think we need to come at the old
amendment game," he announced in
justification for his bureaucratic conduct
of the meeting. "I am sure we all agree
on this motion, and a number of people
wish to leave early",

BULL, AICD AND FACTIONAL
MA NIPULA TION

It is obvious that it is not necessary 1o
belong to a Communist Party to be a
Stalinist, and Bull and the AICD have
shown that they have nothing to learn
from the bureaucratised Comm unist
Farties in mastering the theory and pract-
ice of Stalinism, This meeting was
without question one of the worst
examples of Stalinist bureaucracy since
the dark days of the fifties, when the
Stalinist forces were able to get away
with it because there was no elfective
challenge from the left, This type of
factional manipulation has no place in
the antiwar movement, which requires
above all else the free and open discuss-
lon of outstanding issues, and decisions
made by the rank and file of the move-
ment,

Bull is quite wrong, of course, in assert-
ing that major differences do not exist.
The inclusion of the demand that the
U.Ss. Ei'gn now is a matter of particularly
sharp disagreement. CPA members
suggested that those who claimed there
had been a sellour were casling aspersions
on the heroic Vietnamese lighters, This
is a deliberate misre presentation of the
pn}glition held by opponents of the nine
point peace programme (in particular

the SWL and the SYA), Everyone who
has read DIRECT ACTION know

_ 5 perfectly
1.-..-;ll that references to a sellout are
-:Ilrun;_t-zu;l at the Soviet and Chinese Com-
munist Party leaders and do not refer to

the Viethamese leaders
in the struggle, Before making criticisms
of others the question the CPA must

actual |'LJ' engapged

answer is where does it stand on this
t;Liu.‘?HGu? Does it consider th 1L the
51.‘.!‘."lr_‘l Union and China have alded thy
Viethamese revolution to the limit of

their capacity, or does i

_ i Agmec that the
Stalinist bureaucracies h ; :

L Y Ill'r AVEC it
Hf:l.nam-:;ur‘ This is not :k{..h*.-r :-.r‘ui ¢
invented by the Trotskyists as the CPA
implies, but the vital question that lies
at the heart of the whole situation in d
Indochina, To Iorce the demand |]-.._.r the

U. S, sign now un the antiwar movement
1

face of such fundamental disagree

is completely contrary to all ﬂcﬂ?:t
of democracy and violation of the lr:
of the Moratorium, Spirit

PEKING, MOSCOW AND
STOCKHOLM CONFERENCE

It is quite futile to attempt to blllld
united action on the basis of demands
that are totally rejected by any m, or
section, whatever may be decided

the cligue that attempls to contrg] the
movement, There is enough that y e
can all agree on to make a united front
possible without insisting on demangs
that exclude important forces from the
action. The CPA claims that it
demands are in accord with the wishes
of the Vietmamese themselyes and that
therefore its position is beyond eriticism
It asserts that the wishes of the Vietngm.
ese have been made known through the 2
recent Stockholm Conference, By the
CPA should know by now, as Veryone
else who is not under the spell of Stalin.
ism knows, that the Stockholm confer.
ences have a notorious record of syh.
servience to the CPSU, and faithfy]
reflect its policies, When you hear the
Stockholm Conference talking you heay
not the voice of the Vietnamese reyoly.
ionaries but the voice of Nixon's [riends
in the Kremlin, those who have extended
the hand of comradeship to the greatest
mass murderer of our time, The Viet-
namese, being totally dependent on the
limited aid supplied by the Séviet Union
and China, have to "want" what the
CPSU and the CPC tell them to "want",
But we can be certain of one thing, The
Viemamese do not want U, S, forces
on their soil, not do they want bombs
raining on their cities from U, S, bombers

* "based in Thailand and the waters around

Indochina. Whatever the Kremlin or the
Stockholm Conference decides, this is
still what matters in Vietmam.

RANK AND FILE VS BUREAUCRATIC
DECISION MAKING

One further issue has arisen in the organ-
isation of the antiwar movement. A
vigorous campaign is at present being
waged for the reorganisation of the anti-
war coalition on new lines, Instead of
the decisions being made by the rank
and file at general meetings the CPA
wants to eliminate the rank and file
altogether by limiting discussion and
voting to two representatives from each
organisation supporting the aims of the
coalition, Seeing that the CPA and the
SPA have many front organisations this
would clearly give them the decisive
say in any such coalition. The SWL
and SYA have been accused of "stacking"”
meetings and the CPA has asserted that
it does not wish to take part in "the
numbers game, "

SWL and SYA have a young and en-
thusiastic membeship who see the anti-
war struggle as central to the cause of
the world revolution, and who there fore
regard attendance al antiwar meetings
as an essential part of their activities,
The CPA, on the other hand, hasan
aging and largely inactive membership,
very few of whom make the effort 1o
attend coalition meetings. It has been
aptly remarked that the only times when
the CPA turns up in force at such meet-
ings are when they want to close some-
thing up. It can easily be seen why the
CPA is so strongly opposed to meetings
at which the general body of activists
make the decisions, In preference to
this the CPA proposes the formation of

a coalition composed of two represent-
atives from each organisation, thus keep-
ing control of the decision making
apparatus firmly in its hands,

FOR A DEMOCRATIC ANTIWAR
MOVEMENT

uch a proposal comes quite naturally
from the CPA which for fifty years has
been built around the principles of
bureaucratic centralism, Notwithstand-
i'!}.j.'.lj recent claims o the contrary, the
CPA in its conception of democratic
practice is as Stalinist as it ever was.
The old practices emerge continually
despite all the efforts to persuade the
world that the party has reformed. Any-
thing at all rather than to accept the
right of the mass of antiwar activists to
make decisions, So long as control is In

. | - : i
L]u?- hinds of a small bureaucratic organis-
-:l.:-n.\-.-rih no responsibility to the rank
and file the CPA is cvidently satisfied
that true democrac Y operates. This
practice must be firmly resisted by all
I..nu Oppose the Vietmam war, and hhﬂu—:[d
be decisively rejected in favour of
democratic control by the rank and

file. {._Ir]l-r- in this way will it be P‘C’HmlE
10 avoid the mistakes of the past and to
rebuild a Srong antiwar movement,

W

om the Vatican,

‘ The same

|

e i R P i g e SN T

5 ch!{ RUBERTS

ecedented world
Fllr;,,:i;;ﬁ ?JHPS:‘ war policies and
t of a new upsurge of protest
o Upnited States, President Nixon
hl ,;nndcd at least temporarily the gen-
ﬁm] bumbing of Hanoi and I‘lﬂlphgng

cember 15.

Fﬂde: eriticism round the world
b ';ppears to equal or surpass in
il sis amything the United States
7 ndured before and even includes
w:s&tm! to be veiled disapproval
A " declared the "Christ-
i Science Monitor's " front page

wmbﬂf‘ 30.

day the White House apnﬂunced
sssation of the bombing north of the
weatieth paraliel and the reopening
dsecret talks in Paris scheduled for

Jumary B.

senously lacking, as U.S. bombs
mcduciﬁﬂnn centres of Hanoi and
Hziphong 10 rubble, was a meaningful
miponse by Moscow or Peking. The
go supposed allies of North Vietnam
ace again contented themselves with

‘grious criticisms. "

(]
*

{a January 2, the "Wall Street Journal"
eeld speculate that "North Vietam!'s
major suppliers, the Soviet Union and
(8ina, have told. it to sign soon even
{more concessions are needed. The

wo Communist giants both find their
#m relations with the U.S. damaged

b the war and may also be tired of
sbsidizing the long conflict. ™

Bt Washington's latest bombing em-

phasises more than before the only con-

gession that will satisfy the U, S. war-

mongers: defeat of the revolution in
Vietmam, Nixon's goal is the same

one that propelled John F. Kennedy to

order the napalm bombing of Vietnamese

peasant villages a decade ago. That

goal is to stabilise a proimperialist

regime in Saigon,

Itis Saigon's "sovereignty" that Nixon
iand Kissinger want Hanoi to guarantee

in the secret talks, The White House
demonstrated in the last two weeks that
10 long as there are U, S, military forces
in Southeast Asia they can be used at

4 moment's notice to back up this dem-
ind with bombs,

CIVILIAN TARGETS

As hundreds of North Vietnamese civil-
lans were killed or wounded each day
that U, §, bombs fell on Hanoi and
Hﬂ."’h‘mﬁn the Pentagon reached new
heights of cynicism in its attempt to
dﬂ“}' the genocidal character of the
U.S, attack,

r“ ﬂﬂm[‘!t‘, Hanol reported that Amer-
&30 air raids on December 20 and 21
n‘:n“‘ﬂ‘lmdtd U.S, POWs in a prison

: P« A Pentagon spokesman told the
Soclated Press that if the report was
et Hanoi was violating the Geneva
~Onvention by keeping prisoners of war

1 an area T
particularly exposed to the
®ingers of war, " LIRS

"Washin ;

ngton Post™

Yon Hoffman relo
Yy tomeb

columnist Nicholas

iy rted, "Maybe, some-
! in the Pentagon will

act " 24

ingm]h Hep toward a mike i a briel-
HIWIIi 1and say we had to kill our

u!mehmncrs of war in order Lo liberate

Vou } -
tmle}:gngni“mfl l‘l'f!.cm-:zcs typified dom-
te Ho nlernational reaction to the
WEre (ew l:eldui’“fil}‘. This time there
elievers of the administration

line g,
hrgﬂ;;l ity militiryinstallations were

White House intent-
45 \
Pmr.--m‘“mglld up by the "New York

cem 27 N
Wige I </, "One rankin
lagy :c:'i]d lt.hi Chi.,:dg-:- Daily Ne%vs
m*ﬂitame N‘::rr[nl'-mg was designed

h Viemam's ability

[T SR

B-52s on Guam,

to function as a state, " the "Post"
reported,

U.S. CONDEMNED

To what extent this massive bombing
pressured Hanol to resume the secret
talks is impossible to determine at this
time, However, it is clear that immense
pressure was also building up on the
Nixon administration to stop the bomb-
ing of Hanoi and Haiphong.

". . . protests intensified around the
world, " said the"Washington Post ¥,
December 30, "The displays of indigna
tion frequently escalated into anti-
American actions,

" "leaders of nations allied with the

United States are facing rising public
demands to denounce American policy
and to bring open pressure on the Nixon
administration to halt the bombings, "

The "New York Times" declared in an
editorial Janomary 1, "North Vietmam

has undoubtedly suffered cruelly from
the most intéensive aerial bombardment
in history, but the United States has also
paid a terrible price’ for this crude att-
empt to negotiate through terror. Losses

—p el B o
o - v _,..._...-'...-n-!-'I!'
- ————— —

ready to participate in assaults on population centres of Viemam
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In aircraft and men were staggering. . .
But the still larger loss for the long run
is in credibility and respect at home
and abroad.”

The "Wall Street Journal" remarked
on January 2, "The raids that ended
last weekend subjected Mr., Nixon to
much criticism at home and abroad,
perhaps ruling out renewed ralds if the
President isn't happy with the peace
talks, "

The speculation testifies to the immense
potential srength of the national and
international antiwar movement. Although
¥ashington has temporarily halted the
bombing above the twentieth parallel,

it is subjecting the remainder of Vietnam,
North and South, to continued bombing
at peak war levels., Nixon's goal remains
to impose the capitalist regime of Saigon
on the South Vietdamese people. The
secret talks between Hanoi and Haiphong
will be resumed.

These factors point to urgent tasks facing
the antiwar movement. It is necessary
to transform the anger of the world's
populace against Washington into an
active force to get Washington out of
Southeast Asia. The events of the last

two weeks underscore how meaningless
any "peace" In Southeast Asia will be

it 1 o U

that does not include the total withdrawal

of the 1.5, military armada,

All the more meacherous in this context |
is Moscow and Peking's continued refusal f

to provide a meaningful defense of Viet-
nam. As the huge U, S, bomber fleet 4
pounded the Hanoi-Haiphong area for

nearly two weels, the North Viemamese

military was forced to fire antiaircraft

missiles at random at the B-52sbecause

Hanol lacks missiles capable of pinpoint-

ing these borabers, ButB-52swere made in

the 1950s, The Soviet Union haslong had

sufficient missile technology to halt them,

The entire world is aware that the Soviet

Union is withholding from Hanoi these

more advanced missiles, Given the over-

whelming sympathy with the Vietnamese

in the face of Nixon's horrendous bombing,

the masses of people throughout the world

would greet with approval a Soviet move

to provide modern SAM missiles and

advanced aircraft for the defense of the

people of Vietmam,

But Moscow and Peking continue to supply
Hanol with only the most minimal and
largely obsolete military aid.

At the same time the two powerful
workers' states refuse to take part in
helping to build a unified international
antiwar movement, The protests of the
last two weeks show more clearly than
ever before the potential for building a
world antiwar movement. There are few
places on the earth where people are not

bitterly angry at the deceitful and bar-
barous war policies of the Nixon administ-
ration.

These peoples could be welded into a
mighty antiwar movement that could
exert rtemendous pressure on Washington,
not simply to end the bombing north of
the twentieth parallel, but to end all the
bombing and get out of Southeast Asia,
That remains the pressing task of all who

oppose the w3
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INTERNATIONAL ANTIWAR PROTESTS

BY CAROLINE LUND

"Things should be called by their proper
name, " stated Swedish Premier Olof
Palme on December 23 in regard to
Nixon's bombing of north Vietnam,
"What happens today in Vietmam is a
form of torture. . . What is being done
is that people are being tormented, that
a nation is being tormented, to humiliate
them to force them to submit to the
language of force. That is why the bomb-
ings are an outrage.

"There are many of this kind in modem
history. They are often connected with
names - Guernica, Oradour, Babi Yar,
Katyn, Lidice, Sharpeville, Treblinka

. « + Now there is one more name (0

add to the list - Hanoi, Christmas, 1372,%

The Swedish premier's statement likening
Nixon's bombing campaign to Nazi
massacres in World War II was only one
of a series of unprecedented protests

from political figures around the world.

Although massive popular demonstrations
have not as yet occurred on Lhe_sa:al:;

of the international antiwar actions of the
late 1960s, the extent of protest from
political figures is a reflection of the
deep revulsion against the war felt by
masses of people throughout the world.

The following is a roundup of some of
the international protest actions we

have learned of so lar,

* angladesh, students demonstrated
]a::::ry aguin;t U. S. bombing of

North Vietnam in front of the U, S_.
Information Service in Dacca. Two .
students were killed when police opene z
fire. In response, workers and shopkeepe
in Dacca carried out a half-day mir:al
strike the following day. Accc::fd é‘fm;:
e oy g
the original antiw: . ey
nbegan on a wholly anti-Amer g
but%‘it quickly turned aguim!:mlhfx Fﬂmﬂ
minister (Sheikh Mu) ibur Rahma

after police opened fire.

« Demonstrations Were also reported

New
accurred in Wellington,
tziiﬁ-, Vienna, Austria; and Singapore.

tives of four ©
git:den to launch a ﬂampﬁ:ﬁpo;ur m:nd-
illion signatures on dem
Eg 4 halt to the bombing. Nixon res-

panded to these protests by telling the
Swedish government it could forget
about sending a new ambassador to the
U.S. Palme answered this move by
challenging Nixon to a public debate.

In Norway all political parties have
agreed to take partina conference on
Vietnam the first week of January.

¢ In addition to the Swedish government,
the governments of ltaly and the Nether-
lands have also officially condemned
the bombing.

* In Great Britain, top Labour Party
leaders have in the past raised no protest
against the Vietnam war, But in response
to the latest bombings even right wing
Labour leaders, such as Harold Wilson and

Roy Jenkins, felt constrained to speak out.

On December 25 an AP dispatch reported
that 200 members of parliament, actors,
church leaders, and trade unionists, held
a silent picket line ocutside the U. 3,
embassy in London to protest the recent
bombings.

¥ In West Germany the Social Demo-
cratic Party government refused to
officially condemn the bombing raids,
but six prominent members of mc_p;srty
accused the U, S. of attacking cities,
schools, and hospitals in Vietnam, They
compared the raids to Nazi .b«umbmg of
civilians in the Spanish civil war.
Several hundred West Germans marched
against the bombing in Berlin on Dec-

ember 25.

* Carrying banners saying, "Today Viet-
nam, Tomorrow Us," protesters in
Zagreb, Yugoslavia, threw red paint
an the U, S, -consulate in that city
during demonstrations held December

. .J.
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J:I.fﬁ woman leafletting l!x-vT i T

Yugoslav President Tito,

who has previously kept silent on the
war, called the bombing campaign a
crime against mankind.

« An Associated Press photo in the Dec-
ember 21 "New York Times" showed a
demonstration of workers at a steel
mill in Warsaw, Poland.

Despite the horror of the genocidal
bombing campaign and the worldwide
revulsion it brought forth, the bureau-
cratic regimes in Moscow and Peking
have so far made no decisive response,
Chinese Premier Chou En-lai issued a
mild statement to the effect that the
renewed bombings would have a detrim-
ental effect on China's relations with

the 1], 8.

The bureaucrats in Moscow ledked a
report that Soviet Communist Party
head Leonid Brezhnev would postponeg
his visit to the U, S, planned for the
spring if the bombing was not halted.

By failing to come to the defense of the
Vietnamese in any more than a routing
fashion, the Kremlin and Feking rulers
are telling Nixon - as they have many
times in the past - that as far as they are
concerned he is free to resume the
bombing with impunity in the future,

The recent outburst of international pro-
test against the bombings and the dip-
lomatic isolation of the U. 3. w_farmak:rs
were certainly major factors In per=
suading Nixon to order a temporary
halt to the bombing above the twentieth
parallel in Viemam. These protests
demonstrated the potential power of
international mass protests to stay the
hand of the U, S, imperialists and the
need to continue to organise such actions.
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Cameron
Whitlam

i BY DAVID NIZOZ

On Saturday December 23 the new
Labor government announced its first
major economic decision. The Awstral-
fan dollar was revalued opwards by 4.85

rcent, The effective rate was 2.4%

igher at 7.05% because of a change in
procedure, fixing the exchange rate in
the middle of the permissible band.
Previously the rate was fixed at the
bottom of the band.

In revaluing the dollar Prime Minister
Whitlam has kept one of his earlier
"oromises”. While strictly not part of
the Labor platform, he made a reference
to appreciation during the campaign, In
keeping their promises Whitlam and his
two close advisers, Deputy PM Lance
Barmnard and Treasurer Frank Crean
served notice to their supporters - to
supporters amongst the employing class
notice of willingness to fulfil their
expected rele, to their working class

SUpporters a notice of the government's
priorities,

The "Sydney Momning Herald", hitherto
Labor's most ardent critic suddenly
changed its colour, Its December 26
editorial was full of praise:", , , Mr
Whitlam has acted quickly and decisive-
ly, The size of the effective revalution
and the fact that it is accompanied by
more stringent exchange controls should
ensure that it has a significant impact
on Australia's excessive liquidity. Mr
Snedden's reaction has a hollow ring

m i'tl L v

From the people who brought the “don't
rock the boat" theory in December these
‘are very strange words indeed, What

has cawsed such a closing of the ranks

in the capitalist press? Why has reval-
uation been so widely praised? Was
revaluation really such a big surprise ?

Any serious re to these questions
wfﬁ have to m nccaun? the inter-
natioml economic crisis, The end of the
long post-war boom has meant increasing
competition between the capitalist
powers, It has also meant intensification
of the economic rivalry between these
powers. Various measures have been
taken by ruling classes thronghout the
world, All share the same basic charact-

The Socialist Youth Alliance N
Cummlmm, meeting over the t;:l::l:m'
Year weekend set the Fourth Natioml

B
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eristic, They all involye attempts to
shift the burden of adjustment to the new
condifions onto someone else's shoulder,
That someone else turns out to be the
population of other countries or more
precisely the working classes in those
countries.

It'is in this light that the continuing
breakdown of the international mone-
tary system should be seen. Retaliation
has followed an attack and counterstroke
has followed a retaliation, culminating
in Nixon's August 15, 1971 measures,
Last November, in a meeting of the
IMF (International Monetary Fund) the
UInited States gave notice that it will
take further measures against those
countries allegedly taking advantage of
the U.5. These countries, in particular
Japan but 1o a lesser extent Australia,
haye been nmnning a large, favourable
balance of trade with the US and sim-
ultaneously, have been building large
Overseas reserves,

In attempting to shift its unemployment
overseas the U.S. has been exerting
pressure on Japan and Australia to revalue
their currencies. This will make Amer-
ican and other overseas exports to A ust-
ralia cheaper, Appreciation will also
make Australian goods more expensive
and therefore less competitive overseas,

For some time Australian capitalists
have realised that sooner or later th

will have to revalue, The Liberal Party,
dominated as it was by its Country Party
coalition partners has been umable to
take decisive action,

The ALP leadership not only has far
fewer parochial interests to defend but
also has the advantage of being able

to persuade the working class that such
dction is taken in its  interest, Oppos-
ition to increased unem ployment is far
more likely to be tamed by the "friends"
of the wuri-cinf class in the Labor Pa

L=

bureaucratic leadership than by their
Open enemies, the Liberals,

Despite dozens of denials, Japan is still
very likely to revalue, By acting early
and decisively Whitlam has probably
reduced the impact of revaluation,
preceding the Japanese action, he

Date For

1‘1]1: National Committee decided to
submit fouwr main resolutions to be voted

D UNEMPLOYMENT

allowed Australian capitalism to escape
the full blow of going all the way with
the complete Japanese revaluation,
Under the circumstances 7,05% is
probably the lowest figure which will
be acceptable to the U.S. and other
trading partners with large trading def-
icits,

The Australian bourgeoisie has one
more reason to be delighted with the
government's decision, Revaluation
ought to have a marked impact on
foreign investment. It should allow the
local capitalists to keep a share of the
ownership of the means of production,
Auwstralian workers are not going to
benefit from this change of status, They
discovered a long time ago that the

local boys are just as efficient exploiters

as their overseas counterparts,

Australian workers are not going to
benefit from the other impacts of re-
valuation, It appears that the gains
from lower prices of overseas goods
will be absorbed by importers and
other distributers.

The employment situation, already
unacceptably high, can only worsen,
Bryan Frith, Business editor of the
"Awtralian" predicted on December
26: "With the jobless level already high
and the labour market having to absorb
this year's crop of school leavers, the
timing of the revaluation could cause

some employers to think twice about
taking on more staff,"

In this context the predictions of
Melbourne Univemity's Institute for
Applied Economic and Social Research
take on new meanings, In its report
mln‘fa:ﬂ:d on December 19 the Institute
taking into account a 10% revn]mtiun;
forecast on present trends an average

rate of unemployment of about 130, 000
and an inflation rate of about 7%,

50 far the new government, while tak-
ing heed of the Institute's revaluation
recommendation, hasn't taken up some
of the other recommendations such as
an all round income tax cut of £120
On the other hand pensions are p,c-iné to

be raised by slightl A :
mﬂﬂmmc[ﬁed.gh Y more than what was

4th National Conference

held later this year,

been disillusioned and dispersed by the

The latest unemployment figures have
confirmed the Institute's prediction and
Whitlam's callous disregard for the -
employed. On January 7, the Minister
for Labor, Clyde Cameron, released
the figures. The number of jobless
increased in December by 25,986 to
136,769 - the highest number since
World War II, Seasonally adjusted
figures were not included in Cameron's
early release. (The Labor minister rel-
eased the figures a fortnight earlier
than his Liberal predecessor Lynch
would have done). It is estimated that
on seasonally adjusted figures unemploy-
ment fell to just under 100, 000,

The "Sydney Moming Herald" assessing
the economic situation following Camer-
on's annowncement stated on January 9:
"Despite the seasonal adjustment providec
by the Commonwealth Statistician, the
pericd from November to March remains
one of uncertainty because of the volatile
state of the labour market due to the
school-leaver element, Some apparent
distorticn in the seasonal adjustment
process adds to the difficulty, In Decembe
and again in January the seasonal adjust-
ment will have the effect of understating
the level of unemployment, ., ."

Regardless of how much faith one has in
the Commonwealth Statistician there 15
an easy way of assessing the unemploy-
ment trend. Compare it to a situation

in a comparative period! The best period
is of course a year ago. December '72
wins by 16,215 from December TITEE-‘ENTY
Actually December '72 was the -
NIN'IHYnmnth in a row where that was the
case 1, e, unemployment was higher

than a }'CEI.I' [}T‘Eﬁﬂ‘lﬁl}". No one can seriou
ly talk about the "employment trend

best in three years" until that simple
statistic reverses,

While Whitlam, Crean and Cameron
persist in doling out meagre hand outs
to the states, like the recent $16.5
million to NSW, the jobless number is
not going to be reduced drastically.
What is needed is real action, Such

a programme of action should include
such measures as increasing unemploy-
ment benefits to the minimim wage and
reduction of the working week without
loss of pay.
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san, hear me roar
7 tg :?;el;ack and

preter it all before
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g ever gonna keep me down

fes, 1am wise, but it's wisdom bom

of m;ﬂ.ld the Pr—icg, but loock how
much 've gaiﬂEd*

' o8 strong, 'E am invin(:ible,

[gm Woman.

ginning of the year "Billboard"
i:;h?: (the organ of the re:::ord busin-

r <+ annual projection of trends
) ma::l:mlc. Thfomain trend it
::j:r.md for 1972 was the rise of the
fmale singer/songwriter. Women have
gways been underrepresented among
wular gingers, but among cOMPpOSers
gey have been virtually excluded. In
years 2 third of hit records have

by male singer/songwriters, but

: wly about 1 percent have involved

somen singing their own compositions.
The effect, of course, is that female
stists have had to sing what men have
yiitten, and thus to express ideas that
z¢n think for them.

This began to change in the spring of

171 with the release of Carole King's
%i's Too Late"” and her "Tapestry”

ibum, which had unprecedented success
.with combined sales around ten million
Bthe U.S. alone, The record business
&esn't like to miss a chance to make

z extra buck, and it smelled a trend.

As a result, the industry reduced its
lamiers to female singer/songwriters
sbstantially, The inevitable effect was
that the ideas of feminism gained some
yery significant access to the radio
stations that the majority of the Amer-
ican people listen to.

Helen Reddy's "I Am Woman" is a
product of the new women's liberation
movement that in just a few years has
ilready deeply affected the conscious-
ness of the American people. Reddy is
an activist in that movement, Her song
1§ the first popular hit to clearly identify
with feminism,

"I Am Woman" was released last May;

it was a total Nop, It necded to be play-
td on the radio, and the disc jockeys
wouldn't touch it, In a letter to "Bill-
board", one of them explained why =

B¢ had nothing against women's liberat-
lon, you imderstand, but this record

¥as jist plain "propaganda"! He plays

lots of records that are insulting to women,
but that's not "propaganda, " of course,

According 1o the song, "no one's ever -
gonna keep me down a gain." There
md';.' hﬂ a long struggle ahead, but it's
3 Elnning to be true, and Reddy was
ght abont her own record, Four full

i after its release, "I Am Woman"
E;:;ifdlm get played on a couple of

» It was such a success that grad-

willy .
jtlalh Other stations were forced to play

LABOR FORESHADOWS
PROGRESSIVE LEGISLATION

Since Labor has come to office, it has
taken a progressive stance on many
issues of concern to women, It has
reopéned the Equal Pay Case, arguing
for the implementation of equal pay
over a period of three years, It has
removed the 274% "luxury" tax on
contraceptives and placed them on the
Pharmaceutical Benefits list, It has
moved to make divorce proceedings
more simple and less costly, and has
introduced new maternity leave prov-
jsions for Commonwealth employees,
which allow for 52 weeks leave, in-
cluding twelve weeks on full pay.

Mr Cameron, the federal minister for
Labor, his stressed the government's
intentions to expand job raining and
retraining facilities, and to aid house-
wives who wish to reenter the work
force, Pensions are to be extended to
single mothers and deserted de facto
wives also, Mr Hayden, the Minister
for Social Sectirity, when announcing
the governments intentions t© do this
defended the right of mothers who
choose not to marmy, to receive the
same benefits as deserted wives, "I
don't think it's a role of social security
legislation to try to impose gen eral .
moral values in relation to mamage,
he said.

But perhaps the most significant devel-
opment has been Mr Hayden's state-
ment that the department will examine
the possibility of family allowances
for all mothers. In announcing this,

Mr Hayden said women must be given
the free choice to work or to stay at
home to look after their families, and
not be forced through economic nec-
essity to work outside the home,

Women should certainly have a choice
about where they will work, and, more
importantly, they have the right to
demand that the work they perform in
the home, as mothers and housewives
is recognised as socially pecessary and
useful work, An allowance for mothers
is a step in the right direction - towards
4 national wage for domestic workers,
¢hether they be male or female, Much
xill need to be changed of course, o
free women from the confines of ;
role and to give them a real alternative
to work in the home. However, in 3
the meantime a wage for house wor
would do much to alleviate the econ-
omic dependence of women on thc:jr :
husbands, fathers etc and the nega \-li
effects of this dependénce on P-crson::]
relationships, Labor has dﬁmanmg:n,
to date, that it is seriously atteinbp mf;
to eliminate many of 1:]1:‘:II most obvi
manifestations of women's oppressi l@ ;
in Australian society, and has disp ilY-
ed a progressivencss which has greatly
offended such reactionary t’atcﬂd.jél :
the Democratic Labour Party an

international movement of women

for their liberation, Only the continued
pressure Of an independent movement
of women fighting for an end to all
discrimination and oppression, can
ensure that governments, however
progressive, carmry through all their
demands,

INTERNATIONAL
ABORTION TRIBUNAL

On the weekend of March 9-11, women
and men from all over the .S, and
from other parts of the world will gather
at Town Hall in New York City for a
historic event: the International Abortion
Tribunal.

Since 1910, when March B was first
designated Interhational Women's Day,
this date has been one of solidarity with
the worldwide struggle of women for
their liberation. Today one of the cent-
ral struggles of the international women's
liberation movement is for the right of
women to control their own reproductive
lives.

Author Simone de Beauvoir has agreed
to serye as honorary chairwoman of the
Tribunal, which was called last July

by the Women's National Abortion
Action Coalition (WONAAC). Other
endorsers of the event include Gloria
Steinem, editor of "Ms," magazine;

Dr. Benjamin Spock; Beulah Sanders,
president of the National Welfare Rights
Organisation; Congresswoman Bella
Abzug; Mary Lindsay; and TV comment-
ator Barbara Walters.

Through the personal testimony of wom-
en, and through the evidence legal
and medical experts present, the Trib-
unal will give a voice to the unheard
millions of women around the world who
cuffer from laws denying them the right
to control their own bodies.

The international Tribunal Committee
of WONAAC is collecting testimomy on
the status of the abortion fight in other
states and is also seeking the testimony
of women from other countries, includ-
ing foreign students studying in the U.S.
Recent struggles in France, Italy, and
Germany for the right to abortion em- :
phasise the importance of the Tribunal's
international aspect.

Bl

Brenda Feigen-Fasteau; Elinor Guggen-
heimer; Josephine Hulett of the National
Committee of Household Employees;
attorney Florynce Kennedy; Dr. Edgar
Keemer; Eleanor Holmes Norton; and
Ralph Schoenman,

Some of the organisations that have
pledged support to the Tribunal are: the
American Civil Liberties Union; the
MNational Lawyers Guild; the Fourth
MNational Britdsh Women's Liberation
Conference; the Women's Political
Caucus in Monroe County, N.Y., and
in Cuyahoga County, Ohio; and NOW
chapters in Santa Cruz, Calif., and
Essex County, N.].

Also Physicians Forum of New York,
New York Zero Population Growth, New
York City Coalition for a Free Choice,
Cleveland Gay Activists Alliance, the
Femninist Party, and many campus and
city-wide women's liberation groups
around the country.

Trade umionists who have supported the
Tribunal include Auda Romaine, exec-
utive board, Meat Cutters and Butcher

Workmen, Local 427 in Cleveland;

Mary Jane Nolan, Women'sRights Comm-
ittee, Local 1746 of the American
Federation of State, County and Muni-
cipal Employees (AFSCME); Anne

Draper of the Amalgamated Clothing
Workers: and Blanche Hunter, Cleaners
and Dyers Joint Board in New York

The executive board of Local 3
Social Service Employees Union in

York, which has more than 12, 000

members, has voted unanimously (o
help defend the New York law. [ts

newspaper, "The Unionist", ran an
article on the New York abortion fight
in its December 22 issue urging union
members to attend the Tribunal.

WOMEN'S COMMISSION
PLANNED IN SYDNEY

On March 10th and 11th this year or
the weekend closest to International
Women's Day (March 8) women in the
women's liberation movement arc pro-
posing to organise a "Women's Comm-
iﬁionﬁin Sydney, where women will be
tnvited to testify to théir status and
oppression in Australian society.

71 of the

Bl

Partly designed to be an answer by
women to the proposal by ex-Prime
Minister McMahon for a "Royal Comm-
ission" into the status of women in
Australia (which, he bad claimed,
would not consider the issues of abortion,
birth control or equal pay) the commiiss-
ion will try to involve as many different
women and women's organisations as
possible, in an attempt to build the
commission into a large and well pub-
licised consciousness raising event.

Although planning is only in the _enrl'f
stages, suggested themes for sessions are
vWomen as Mothers”, "Women as Work-

ers - Paid, underpaid,and not paid",

- d
lic Church, who campaigne
E;Efst Lr.hl: clectt'lnn of the ALP on the
g!i‘:luuds that Labor's election promises
would lead to a breakdown of

family.

on by the conference, The main resol
ution will cover the present social ;
context in which young socialist actiyist
must work in this country as \-'1.'.;]]1 as o
assessing the present stage of the ;

Conference of the organisation for April
20 1o 23, For the first time since the
founding conference, which will have
been two years and eight months ago at
the tizne of the fowrth conference, the

The high schools ultraleft and directionless tactics ol

the Maoists, Perspectives will be ad-
vanced aimed at turning the radical
consciousness of the students to advanis

"Women as sex objects™ and "Why
marriages break down', It is hop?d that
such topics will stimulate discussion on
all the pressing needs of women, and

resolution will s

i L STO0L C sum up

Eht uxp»u-‘h,nci. of SYA activists in war{

121::'3 to Itn.uld. l.l:w successful September .
national high school strike and the

earlier expressions ]L

ol ] ] imone de Beauyoir
Am "l'mm.m' made number one on the Sim

:“;m in the United States, Sales are
i the million mark, Tens of mill-

In just two weeks more than 150 individ-

aszess the work of SYA activists in cam-

board of the National Organisation for
paigning for the election of the ALP in
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~ Joseph

Joseph Losey's film " The Assassination

Trotsky" is at present 3
;a]hme. Following is an abridged
version of a review written by Joseph
Hansen and contained in the Oct?:‘:er 23
edition of "Intercontinental Press”, a
revoluti socialist weekly news
magazine. nsen, a leader of the
American Socialist Workers Party worked
as a secretary to Trotsky during the
Bolshevik leader's period of exile in
Coyoacan, Mexico, He was present in
the Trotsky's household at the time of
Trotsky's assassination by the Stalinist
ﬂugﬁmu ok Aok R Rk ok ; Hwk
osey's film "The Assassinaton
ﬁuph x - I:::lm the whole met with
an unfavorable response from. the critics.
Jean de Baroncelli, for instance, mﬂung
in the March 31 issve of "Le I‘-{aﬁde g
‘expressed "sharp dIs?ppoinhnen‘t after
seeing the opening in Paris last spring.
Everyone, he said, had looked forward
1o this screenplay by "a great director”
in which "one of the most fa.scij:trnt:‘.ng
figures of the century” —"Lenin's Iormer
comrade, the organiser of the Red Army,

e o e

.
e,
il

— encounters "his murderer, " While

Losey "held rigorowsly to the facts," the

outcome was not a work of "tragic dim-

ensions, resounding with passionate

litics,” but a "banal film, unworthy of
's talents. "

Baroncelli is severely critical of Losey's
decision to exclude politics:

"Politically the film gives the impression
of having been sterilized. .. Of Trotsky's
activities at the time, not a word.,..
deliberately neglects the context
in favour of the preparations for

and achievement of the death scene,

~ "One can say, 5o what? We weren't

. expecting an educational documen

from Losey, or even a political analysis,

Which is true. We were expecting only

~ a good film, a powerful effect. But for

' such a film what is demanded of the

director is meticulows reconstruction of

the events that gave rise to the dramatic

confligt. But such a conflict

 exists except in the author's intentions, "

Baromcelli, in a few c sentences,

 dismisses ﬁich_rd.ﬂ_m-tm': personation

of the main figure : "Then Trotsky

' *;ppﬂn.- It's Richard Burton, Thinned
‘down by a good ten kilos and wearing

~ the required goatee, Meticulowsly 'made

- up', the personage is nonetheless betrayed

by the Shakespearian voice of the actor, "

- After the film opened in New Y

- Stanley Kauffmann commented ol;k,ﬂt
mph 7 issue g'“m m Republic" :
o Jusepl M_ s picture a Trotsky is
~ atrocious. When the project was first

~ anpounced, I had a small hope for it, -
 despite the preening u?:d estheticism
~ of Losey's recent films,

- some knowledge of radical politics

cause he has

- (and suffered from it in the MeCarthy
- days, which is how he became an
. English' director),, But this film is the
- work of 2 man who went back to some-
n't‘lﬁq;"ﬂﬂtlmﬂ once been vital to him and
- comverted it all into tritely psychologised,
- pretty-pasteboard nonsense, Tt is almost
 anact of revenge, "
~ Commenti on the structure of the
 Kauffmana finds it ") of trserted
- character-building touches and obvious
Pamiléhnnd g-driven data," and
- "about us lively as a Hollywood bio-pic

of the '30s, The dial ue, outside of
~ Trotsky's quotations, which are hardly
 his best, is incredible in two senses,
1 can't believe you're going. !
HIAL good things come tg:angcn&.' g

- Even at his worst in the past, Kauffm
LY s dnn
- continues, Losey has wually provided
- BOmie sCrips of cinematic pleasure.
iere there are l;:ﬁw — only platitudes
o onC e drecze-[rames, or blatant under-
~ scoring, like the intercutting of bullfight
cli ugqugs;':-mpmeqt of truth
ches. The murder-moment itself
1o be ﬁr:ll_e;l decadent. Jacson
id L seated Trotsky and
€ pickaxe from wunder his folded
Then Losey gives us a shot of
| Trotsky's head as Jacson looks
"4y temifying moment — vul-
D €ssence,  An artist would
ve shown us Jacson swinging and
Mieeding. But Losey has to make
id tum to Jacson and has
1901 of both standing, Jacson

=

Losey’s Assassination of

and the indomitable adversary of Stalin" -

~addition, that the North American left at

iy
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it pot for the "XCesses spring from the very nature N—— _

ble product- of people who had ence taken an anti- E‘-‘“&:‘;ﬂ‘iﬂ“? W?‘?&'i":: cers on el igﬁ;ﬁ“ﬁw&M' in illﬂllifﬁ < Keongts ln“m&mﬂtﬁ'fﬂl thtnwnn of the
wnﬂ,!l nuﬁl_ﬁ’ hln:vepzad q.xfs:t ::f i?smra;igal Trotsky position, Hi}::?ﬂféﬁ{,w mgl:he anailanft: hﬂadug the E}' %ﬂm going 50, mlr reject :';Wlut[g:'hf @"m‘;' do M o ';:lgl;nﬂw 7 Rt
ion from cy for instance : 15 g L ¢ : gl T ;
background, \'i'h;‘,ch ;:eg:ltqgamhd;}eﬂigulppﬁd L';n;:;nmnent wmh’i mvﬁlulﬂan' 50 1;ldel-,r ;::drwm;::l;srﬁn&:g sT;:éE:’: AR }!‘}:l'y:?r“ﬂ:]%:r:t:ﬂl;a _;ﬂj!l}til P e lrzl:ﬂm irw:itlnsl ﬂ; 1:32}'1?0&]:;{193?‘-351
him with special ap E { d by his disciples, was con- el F 1 ak (] urton s confest concernin _thﬂm l"“r B
struggle led bI Trotsky lgnlmftl SE:{:; ?ii:::dn;an: t?ew Ecntenccs in Ll:e large body ::‘lep mﬁﬂeﬂ;ﬁ?ﬂ 45 Ong of the | J sination of Ti::' - "mmf;:m a qu“i'ﬂ different _ Here is another example of Burton )
How much did Losey ever ted’ly of his work and that, unlike many of his P upﬂ ¢ 15 dinever been py ‘in Turkey, thapml" from S statements in .~ cciting lines publicised as having been
about this historic contest? S iherents, Trotsky regarded the 'uncon-  and that is contradicted by the 1, in the prece original, Although they are lengthy, ~ 498 up from Trotsky's works :

he was murdered after be
by the gang of Cnmmmmhglm _
and GPU agents (2), €mbe

"ﬁ: ::;rpu will dem te this;
n ith of the matter is that | -
ally did not partici uhﬁelegm

"I tl‘l.lt that I will earn my
place in
Ctotl beside Lincoln in the Amierican
War, History has different yard-

ditional defense of the Soviet Union
essental, "
Losey was "surprised to learn

i time
In a long interview granted at the
of the Pf.ris opening of the film, Losey

told about his life, Now sixty-three, he i iat CHE

7 e : For one who was there, how g , suppression of th sticks. The slave own fred.ee
was born in La Crosse, Wisconsin of permanent revolution was ) eyer 3  might bave been P e dt rebellion slaye er, who
Althdugh his family was of the petty Ell?nif’inedﬁi 2 few sentences" and t}mg' g:saﬂimw:ﬁﬁﬂm}‘ !‘n;::’{;mp out lnl;]i: S enmt other than Jacson,  mor in the repressions following the ! cunning and violence to .chain the slave
bourgeoisie, he apparently had no Trotsky "unlike many of his adherents' L e oce, Burtop. the May 24 machine~ suppression, In my eyes this very fact g -5 204 the slave, who uses cunning

and violence to break the chains
contemptible eunuchs ... will say that
re equal before the court of mora lity

of no political significance, Iw
E:mb“ of the government, 1 cnnsideu F red
i :gf“;-iu:i ‘:f the rﬂi;;lliion Inecm:ry and ,, 'Only contemptible eunuchs will s
lon, Only within thest Iimity hors 3¢ they're equal before the court of
replied to criticism P to iow . Bt Emr;l.ity." Let me hear the last of it
:11-;:11 momlil;tt begin to annoy me person- -n“l h th ,
nm”:lf:ffw%mb‘; ‘;ﬁ““d"‘g‘ ‘“l*“i' "We leave f:ﬁ: Emil Ludwi his
:’:onsldtr At Thave a [i“:h"th"m ﬁ;” ilk the drawing of Abraham Lin%:i's
FEE Ly yinga et BT D v e wing. Lincoln's
1 mert!r:him mk‘-;;;“:]diﬁis my stay before the most severe rm:am': t:nh{ilthey
A & ﬁmh w"m 6ok fﬂi came were found to be necessary, in achievin
of the :nrtjr. The decisi:n tc::thruc:eﬁe T wry i dim posed by the dtwwi
rebellion by military force, if t_hi: e Ry e et e uzstlon

; lies not
fortress could not be induced to surrender, r.am?-s cjgdigr“;icl}; :jhilicgﬂlﬂeng

;. ; ﬁaﬂi;.dj then L{HEY"

independent means. When the Great |
"4 have been David

Depression began, he was in New York.
Like many of his generation, he soon
became radicalised.
In those days the aura of the November
lmgl? ?L?E}Uﬁonﬁenﬂan:l;:jgiugfg :]fethe Trotsky made "unconditia?:; | defense -:;f
. i i the Soviet Union" a principle — one o
revnlustiun[n ‘;;tha:n":;; w:ﬁ: lrﬂ;pgr:rcdiatcd the main lines separating him af:d his
g?ﬁ labour t::m’wmenfznnd among adherents from a world ﬂnf-ie?iiltm“’ers 2
i N
extensive circles of intellectuals and g:ﬁeﬂ f[fmx ﬁfa:n;?:ﬂi:elr o ok
St int%mﬁGMIgé :: :teh?..dd:‘;pim Stalin was not organising an adequate
fi,mﬁpin,ﬁe ulge;;l:f: bloody purges, and defense of the Soviet Union, but on the
b camps s bl fo el i b o B G T e
: " ;
ﬂnt?.tarial regime as the continuation of o Wt ol e les TP tcH ﬁigm'.
ninism, : g
staking his life in the struggle. Not an
Losey went to the Soviet Union to study o1 of this is included -1ﬁm}-'s film,

theatre, It was not until he returned to - :
As for the theory of the permanent revolut-
Sew ‘ﬁml;;ﬂhul':ee&v?, e ion, it appears that script writer Nicholas
Ly SR bolec ! - Mosley failed to check the first volume
"I never met Trotsky,™ Losey explained. ¢ nyoypecher's biography of Trotsky (1),
“But In the thirties and forties 1 koew which describes the origin of the theory

many dedicated Trotskyists, I belonged it.
to t?-:}; Communist left}.cp; imagine it was and the thought Trotsky gave to it, How

a 'Stalinist' left, although in those days
it wouldn't have occwred to anyone to
call it that, I thought of meeting
Trotsky. All I knew about him was what
the Marxists or comrades told me,

"At that time, in the United Stuates,
appeared to be a refuge for
intellectuals who preferred talk rather
than action, These intellectuals were
ven to arguing for methods s0 extreme
t they appeared capable of destroying
what they themselves were trying to
achieve, I have the impression, in

was for "unconditional defense of the

Soviet Union"!. Could an}*fthing better #
e

reveal the extent of Losey's ignoranc windons opamiabtaAie T

Trotsky!'s political position and his con- _
u"ibutﬁnsl::g revolutionary theory? were bricked up, :

The desk at which T '
been reproduced in the f;]n:: n;ﬁdﬂt‘

objects on it are arrange

effect of extreme m&Elii:;-gm
might not have been Losey's fay]; .
After the assassination, Nataljs kept
desk that way; and Losey may ha PR
thought that was how it was when“'
used it. But when L.D, was -
his manuscripts, often on seyery ech
piled up, giving an appearance E:fm
Losey turns the orderliness Iy o
desk to good account, Mcﬁiglm :
placed so that both titles can be ea}r: '
read are a copy of "Newsweek" and a
copy of "Life", In another scene. P
reads a copy of ""Time", hulding’me
magazine in such a way as to make the
cover clearly visible and highly legibla

Trotsky is shown on a ba] g |
out at the street t.hrwgi: :ﬂ Mﬁ !

netting. No such balcony “kgim \ 3
(e S9%° toq of locale and assassin-

R chlngﬁd m
v 1.:‘ : found in Trotsky's

i struggle against
,umﬂst :ﬁmme hardly

otsk # g factual accuracy
- _ﬁiﬂ. up flaws of another

. s claimed, have been
£ that Trotsky o
w wrote, Most of Burton's
5 were thought up by the ' .
‘are a few striking \ s

 uis grandson Seva over to
; ﬁbﬁu "Hmm' See, Seva,.

the time must have had its 'black lists,"
its index, Not much different from those
of McCa later on, Some cases
were ridiculous since many of those I
knew who were tagged as Trotskists were
people Trotsky himself repudiated .
Hence the difficulty of knowing exactly
what Trotsky was or what he was saying
in those years. Because he said many

things. But also he contradicted himself
a lot."

greatest-number of victims, Hi
has different yardsticks for the cruelty

of the Northerners and the cruelty of

the Southemers in the Civil War, A
slave-owner who through cunning and
violence shackles a slave in chains, and
a slave who through cunning or viclence
breaks thé chains — let not the contempt-
ible eunuchs tell us that they are equals .
before a court of morality! " ("Their
Morals and Ours”, Pathfinder Press
edition, p. 29)

With departures like these from what
Trotsky really said, with additions that
Trotsky never did say, with a spicing
of things Trotsky could not possibly
have said, Losey fashions a strange
figure — a ridiculous, vain, strutting
poseur addicted to listening to his own
voice. This egomaniacal spouter is
insufferable, The figure performing on
the screen has no resemblance whatsoever
to the living Trosky. Yet the odd
caricature somehow seems familiar,
Where have we seen it before 7

As [ watched the film, the truth became
more and more compelling. This is the
image of Leon Trotsky created by the
Stalinists in their anti-Trowskyist cam-
paigns of the twenties and thirties.

The Tro ayed by Burton under
Losey's dimgcﬁan is like an echo of the
old Kremlin slanders, However, instead
of following the old script that pictures
Trotsky as plotting the death of Stlin

the script now calls for the reverse. Ihe
smear that Trotsky was an agent of Hider
is gone; the mud thrown on his personality
remains,

Losey's efforts to the contrary, the film
thus does have a modicum of political
content, We are offered evidence of the
way some Stalinists still view Trotsky
even after Khrushchev's revelations in
1956 and the destruction of the cult of

Stalin,

Many things fall into place once the
mni.gz of Losey's concept of Trotsky is

first b ace negotiations, then through
an ull{m?:ﬁm1 —ﬁis general decision was
adopted with my direct participation,
But after the decision was taken, I contin-
ued to remain in Moscow and took no
part, direct or indirect, in the military
operations ...

"] stepped aside completely and demon-
stratively from this affair. Concerning
the repressions, as far as | remember,
Dzerzhinsky had personal charge of them
and Dzerzhinsky could not tolerate amy-
one's interference with his functions

(and properly s0).

"Whether there were any needless victims,
[ do not know, On this score 1 trust
Dzerzhinsky more than his belated critics.
For lack of data I cannot undertake to

Id
decide now, a posteriori, who shou '
!ﬁfre been l;wﬂshed and how, Vil:t?'
's coclisions on ths & ity seen. It becomes explicable, for instance

It is a fine bit of acting. i ;J-l'linm!, «uss. Life' What
However, Trotsky considered "Time" 1' igle,

magazine so superficial, so pretenliousy | Bl
and so generally distasteful that he ney
read it, Nor did he lollow "Life"® or
"Newsweek", To keep up with the n
he relied on "El Universal” or "Excelsit
which were delivered daily, and "The
New York Times", which we bought i
the city.

st AInes from the assassination
A ﬂ'— represent the scriptwriter's
by . ’l i_l‘m'p!r-.
F}jﬁﬂnt when the old sun worship-
s Iu-"ll 8 out of their still

'k_ ﬂﬁ“.- t_was to study the cardial
) altitude, That's 4 joke, .,

o Ces 0 Bronstein Trotsky

Evidently Losey was little inclined in
years — or later — to investigate

for himself what Trotsky actually said,

He also had an aversion, it seems, to

looking up some genuine Trotskyists,

In the same interview, Losey mentioned
one of the difficulties faced by artists of
radical political views in the United
States :

"When you are part of the left, whether
communist or socialist, this poses certain
problems in the sphere of business, And
films belong to the world of business, "

is referring here perhaps less to his
;U:gnlmtiun during the McCarthyite

witch-hunt than to the self-censorshi
that a film director in the United States
customarily observes in view of the

the theory was confirmed by the course
of the Russian revolution, how Lenin
became a "Trotskyist" as a result, how
the theory again became a key issue in
the twenties with the rise of Stalinism,
l]u;reb'i,r Engﬁl:;d;:ring a new series of
polemics; and how Tro retu

again and again to the ;?mcs oi}nfjfe The display of *Time y i NEWRERES
peérmanent revolution in subsequent years and “Life” In "The AssustnRHisiES

— all this belongs to outer space 0 far as Trotsly’, has, one must thinky FoE
Losey is concemed, and, of course, none do with Losey!d bidding for good pub o8

of it is even hinted at in his film, ' in the United States than with A e TR )
Even the most negative reviews of " L0 assure accurate reproduction o E€Uon of quota tions recite
Pttt TE:Gtxh'y" Loty pr:flserhe significant details of Trotsky's home. E"’ ; SIC few in number, r}t:ntli
Losey on the accuracy of the facts, They To present things as they were, Losey W ot MORt instunces, and
have been taken in, [ am afraid, by the should have shown on Burton's desk, Orgs mﬁ; M such o way as to
publicity fed to the press by the producers, In his hands, the magazine "Clave”, §8 Md Q:E“ e aning Trotaky

l.-.

eton i

e Hollywood back-
3 S0t quite n
o quite natural,
ﬁo:llﬂﬂpnhlt of uttering such an

¥ Il ’5 tl_'ue ttut ﬂl i o - Puhllshc‘d !Tf lhl: h"{uicln Tﬁﬂkfuu at :-1_ . m ii A1 exXanm ‘l & H 5-!'.! r
}::imﬁﬁhﬂhzfscd by the czars in the in Coyoacan — iiwzzz;cquitt:ewfﬁu‘c the time. Or the "Socialist Appeal” 8 f;'h""l“;*nﬂ Burton diCl;'lliulg :.n thiﬁumnd — have no value lt:;:‘?l A why Losey pictures T&Dﬁ!‘f"wﬁ and
ustry who hold the purse strings, The shots of the patio taken from the ronf 274 " Fourth International”, published §% uflo, Burton says, "It But I am ready to recognize I::ie secretaries as ugly Americans, displaying

“ﬂ is “ﬁ;‘:‘:‘ﬂv::' !';‘E;'m' s an imperialist attitude toward Mexicans.
and pac

has them speak grossly — and in
ion of 'excesscs.' But the-m';:n potk : %Eﬁ — to a Mexican zimﬁtt-dmm
nature of Eﬁﬁu&“ﬁﬂ iu?i? isbut &P ‘}5“;‘_‘;'.“'“ i = G
ﬁar“au ‘his basis reject (in little articles)  We “fhm:éh I A e

revolution in geneml;ul ai?l l:‘:;ﬂ :g it. s el B naImt they wene " -

by the American Trotskyists. Trotsky £y
followed these as well as the other pub
lications of the Fourth International \

! ¢ ‘H-"I\i Ny
- LN se e
ey Ent venteen

A few more interesting details about Losey Krongst,
-1 = LR 'ﬁ'hﬂ I.]E EF OF no
- al 40N C not

were provided by Judy Stone in the
October 7 “Saturdaﬁeview", a weekly
:r:mgazluﬁ published in New York;

The director realised very quickly that
he kmew almost nothing about Trotsky;
nor, he surmised, did the yast majm'il:y

are especially good, The reconstruction

:iedm wal]:ehﬁiceiem; and many details hicl
b pral eollent u ] «s» Which were m
) € llower pots on the with keen interest, Coples of them WS were justificd by lilil'.or’;f
3 m L i

steps leading up to the lib i, |
ot . rary, to be seen on his desk as soon as they 3 ‘Ih'w' ﬂ: being tautologi
ed widrthe ”nulit 6 %0 well reconstruct. - arrived, g ﬁhH;ut'
4 very important exception of % ncles 1 (¥, 4 5chool for hum.
the rol A comprehensive list of discrepa ., or humane
i ‘Olution for excess

In this sense I carry ful

Joseph Losey i s .
MI coffin with guard of honour of Moxican workers

reality, Losey's robot guards and sec-
retaries stand in fear afg:.:a arrogant,

eeripg Burton, He commands them
like a business executive in a Madison
Avenue office or Hollywood movie set —
and they jump in response. Even the
sparkling young Seva is shown as a morose
child shrinking before his imperious
grandfather,

An exception to this insympathetic
presentation of the minor racters in
Trotsky's home is Valentina Cortese's
portrayal of Natalia, Valentina-Natasha
is a sweet, smiling, long-suffering,
apolitical "American" hdusewife — the
old stereotype now being taken to pieces
by the Women's Liberation Movement,
There is no resemblance between the
Natasha of the film and Natalia Sedova,
L.D, Trotsky's companion. As a foil to
the overbearing Burton, however, Valen-
tina-Natasha may help out with the
receipts at'the box office,

More significantly, knowing the source of
Losey's inspiration, we can see why he is
s0 intrigued by the personality of Trotsky's
murderer and why he handles him so
appreciatively, even building him into
the hero of the film; giving him the

final riumphant line, "I killed Trotsky, "

The producers, naturally, were not
interested in spending $2. 5 million on a
film devoted to the artistic presentation of
a partially reconstructed Stalinist concept
of Trotsky, although they no doubt pre-
ferred that to a true view of the revolution-
ist who led the uprising against capitalism
in Crarist Russia, constructed the Red
Army to defend the first workers state
against the combined asault of the major
imperialist powers, and later founded

the Fourth International to continue the
work initiated by Lenin of constructing
revolutionary parties on an international
scale, What the producers had in mind
was a profit on their investment,

This brings us to the moment of truth,
"The Assassination of Trotssky" stands or
falls on its merits as commercial art. On
this level — the profoundest one in the
film — Losey may well have scored a
success, That is, if current public tastes
hold up, The production is a bid to the
market for films reeking with violence,

In this context, the long sequence showing
the tortire of a bull in the Mexico City
bullring is firmly motivated, constituting
a high point in the drama, The shots in
living colour are superior to a view from

a spectator's seat since a telescopic lens

is used. Every detail of the gore, includ-
ing the bull's coughing of torrents of blood
from his slashed lungs, is shown in enlarged
detail. For the ultimate delectation of
sadistic audiences, close-ups are included
of the final butchering of the carcass.

Equally integral to the film is the

parallel showing Jacson sinking a pickaxe
into Trotsky's brain and meeting the
rushes of the wounded man. The blood
that flows down Trotsky's face is left there
even after he reaches the hospital,
although in actuality Natalia wiped this
away after Trotky fell to the floor in

the dining room.

A weak point is Losey's skimpiness on

the raw sex now in demand. The
director offers only one somewhat
explicit scene as part of the opening
sequence, Losey knows the rating
problem, of course, and may have
calculated that this was the best he could
do without running into a "for adults
only" restriction.

How many stars should this work of
commercial art receive ? That, I should
think, is best left to determination by
the box office.

FOOTNOTES.

- (1) The researcher, however, did look
through the last yolume of Deutscher's
biography, or at least the last chapter
of the volume, It is a source for some
of Burton's declamations in the role of

Trotsky.

Siqueiros, still living, has not yet
B 15 the Inside story of this murder
in which he participated, or what means
he utilised to escape being brought to
trial, Is he waiting to speak §

ly 7

ated in guard duties, Some of the
guards and secretaries from outside
Mexico, it should be added, spoke

Losey leaves out the fact that the e :
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PARTR2:

to the History of the Trotskyist Movement
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Chapter 7: Th;a Turn in the
World Situation (The Year 1968)

The composition of the congress held in late Decem-
ber. 1965 reflected the influx of youth that had revital-
tzed the sections. The accentuation of this phenomencn
in the following years was to pose a good many mew
problems. We have reached the point at which our his-
fory merges into current politics.

It was the war In Vietnam that contributed, in the most
conclusive and decisive fashion, to the turn in the world
situation that had been ripening beneath the surface
apathy, beneath Europe's political stagnation, beneath
the reformism that followed "de-Stalinization” In the work-
era siates. As Marx said, revolution, that old mole, was
inexorably burrowing away, so that one fine day the
ground, thus undermined, might cave in.

Other phenomena also operated In a direction equally
favarable to the turn in the situation, for example China's
"rultural revolution,” despite the extravagant forms that
it often took. The announcement of the Ninth Congress
of the Chinese CP showed that the “cultural revolution”
basically aimed at replacing a bureaucratically ossified
parly by- another party, bureaucratic {00, but more ac-
tive. One of the ways this operation had been effected
was through mass mobllizations agains! the old appara-
tus. Bul how many in the capitalist couniries saw only
these mobilizations and were thus encouraged io revo-
- lutionary action!

An international phenomenon, the activation of stu-
~ dents in the capitalist countries, was a premonitory sign
~ of this turn In the world situation. Up to then, only stu-
dents in the underdeveloped countries participated in mass
struggles; there was really nothing surprising about this
et in m colonial revolution, where students have always
- played & subsiantial role. Bul students entering the po-
. litical arena in developed capitalist countries was a new

- phenomenon, which had no comparable precedent in his-
- lory—not even in the bourgeois revolutions. Particular
~ circumstances in each particular eountry played their pari

' .-:_in tlgti _phenumf_ndn; since the lalter was international

- in #cope, however, it had to have a commaon objective
~ basis. For the first time—and this in a by-and-large af-
'ﬂuﬂ'ﬂ period — students, not in tiny minorities bul in large
- masses, affacked university structures, then weni on to
attack the very social structures of capitalist society, in-
Wﬂf of traditional leaderships. Various indications
also pointed to an awakening of working-class youth
{even if it were. for the momenl, less marked than that
of iﬁe student youth), with the same tendency toward
Mlns their own path outside the control of the tradi-
illqﬁil labor leaderships: Finally, an even more unex-
B pectssl : and novel phenomenon appeared—a political
- awakening of adolescents in the high schools. The Inter-
Pll immediately grasped the unusual importance of
¢ developments among the youth.
sections very rapidly found themselves engaged
ﬂl and “E.lf\l_‘uﬂl! in favor of the Vietnamese
n. The alm of this activity was to organize vig-
onsirations which, in contradistinction to the
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ient, would have real impact and would be reall
ve. This could be done only by clearly establishing
W‘mw between the demand for “negotiations” (which
n lllmlm:r this Instrument of Moscow's peaceful-
nce policy) and a revolulionary policy whose alm
victory for the National Liberation Front, victory
inam. :
policy followed by China and its su
Ry Aol L i pporiers, as
I8 -l_:l :;:ﬂﬁi' have been in many ways, also fa.
E beyond the Kremlin's safellite parties t
liamese revoluton. ¥
e of Mmﬂil fﬂunhle conixibulions in furthering
BIY currenis was Che Guevara's celebrated
._ 'mm ‘< - many Vietnams." He gave his
- 1S slogan & reality, to enga
m on another front. _.‘f i
‘Aclivists were always in the front ranks of
p_qrglnhad in many couniries, first
gﬁﬂ f:epin. and then in several West
FILIER, 1or the purpose of bringing together
nnlud ftgﬂ all who favored mass ac
U 0Am gueslion. Trotskylst activists were
-n_:_lr_uljmu_ for Vietnam in West Eu-
' 15, 1966; the October 1967 dem.
lilm of Che Guevara's death; the Berlin
: ._M!ull!’_ﬂ_l. 1868). They were in the
Al Herkeley and are in the forefront of all
in :,1;? United States. 1tis they who main.
-I‘;ﬂr:rmmlhmndumhﬁ; the campalgn
th brought 100,000 demonst
ondon Oclober 27, 1968 38 g
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This i the twelfth insiallment of our tranaint_lc-n_ul’
Pierre Frank's The Fourth International: A Contribution

On the heels of these actions for the defense of Viet-
nam. the Trotskvist organizations linked up with large

layers of youth who, in their search for a revolution-

ary political program, were beginning o learn the truth
about the October Revolution, the ideas of Lenin and
Trotsky, the Trotskyist movemenl The Trolskylst or-
ganizations (especially those in the Wesi European coun-
tries and In the United States, which had suffered long
and difficult vears of debilitation) were rejuvenated and
reaped the benefits of a recrultment larger than they had
ever before experienced.

It was inevitable that such a phenomenon would pro-
voke sectarian criticism: students, not workers, are be-
ing recruited, etc. Vanguard organizations such as those
of the Trotskyist movement have no reason (o abstain
from being active and recruiting among & social layer
where valuable Intellectual forces, indispensable for the
working<lass movement, can be found. Aside from this
fact, however, the generalized student radicalization In
the developed capitalist states merited analysis because
it was specific to 8 new soclal situation, different from
what had hitherto existed.

Technological progress, the needs of the economy, new
developments in the sciences —all this sparked a veritable
explosion of the university population. So greaily In-
creased was the size of the student body that a qualita-
tive change took place in its social importance. At the
same time, the position In society for which these students
were belng prepared was no longer what it had been.
On entering the university —and even earlier, in high
school — théy became extremely concerned about the con-
tradictions of capitalist society. They were even the first
tc be aware of the new contradictions in neocapitalist
society. This phenomenon assumed exceptionally large
dimensions in the United States, but the same tendencles
appeared elsewhere. Henceforth there would be about six
milllon students In the fortress of imperialism —a per-
centage of the population not very much lower than the
percentage of farmers.

This student population Is concentrated In unlversity
towrs. Their studies are not preparing them —as was
formerly the case for most college students —to fill thelr
fathers' shoes, to take their older brothers' places as cap-
italists, Indusirialists, merchandisers, or petty-bourgeols
professionals (doclors, lawyers, eic.). Gone Is the hope
of finding’ important snd high-paying positions in- big
industrial plants, as so many fechnicians have done be-
fore. The new students are destined to become men who
wurk for a living, explolted either by the big corpora-
tions or by the state. Part of the middle classes, these
students are threaiened with unemployment — Just as work-
ers are. And the numerous social layers of this student
population are particularly sensitive to the other multiple
contradictions of soclety.

The use that capitalism makes of their higher educa-
tion (whether In the natural sciences with, for example,
utilization of nuclear energy for military purposes; or
In the social sciences for soclally destructive purposes,
such as man's exploitation of man), the monstrous be
havior of capitalist sociely toward the most oppressed
strata (colonial masses, Blacks, etc.), all this made stu-
dents move beyond a eritique of an educational system
that was being “reformed” only lo make It better able
lo fulfill its allenating functions. They moved on fo erit-
iclze the underlying causes of the evils that were victim-
izing students themselves, as well.

The International had barely begun preparations for
8 new world congress (at which, besides the general trend
of the world situalion, very imporiant specific problems

36. Never did the position of the Socialist Labour Lea -
;riaru APPEAT more fiuful than when they refused tngxg:::n
i) Ej:ﬂl:z.mlon:h ;il.h petty-bourgeols” groups. In the existing
e nces, positlon reduced SLL adivity to violen! af.
s against the Fourth International and its supporfers, and
::n d::n‘rﬂ:y velrbnl denunclations of the reformist and Stalinist
e mmp.r:lz t also led to the SLL's total Isolatlon from the
Ay mnnﬁmllnm. Thus, afler having sent several hun-
oot r 4 youth lo Liege on October 15, 1968, In order to
e ant the Fourth International they abstalned from par-
paling In the October 27, 1968, London demonstration per-
S ﬂrg'l:ntnl mass demonstration held in England 1-im:-e
7 f:t E:xﬂ;—{:h;ﬂﬂmﬂml splr:tcd. al &;y rate. This anH-
e g g :’;’l‘:.llmi B0, fn e m.l o demonstra-
e ; Hovernmeni's general pol-
ﬁc:uln ulE;tl;i:z:LTf;::ﬂf!ﬂw demonsiralion as a petty-bour-
“l::f":luc; m;t care 10 ncl like scholasiles
8 Irom on high; bul with seclarians w 5
::Em;l;:li;:r!:}_:‘:n"::fnaplrﬂ[ﬂ' the law, ji |a uﬁ{*:ﬂu:&ﬂ?glm
oo,
ln_'i.rﬂarl;'my; Crlz}ﬁmdunism; An I:;I,.I’z:::i?: !;:ﬂt:ld;enln IRy
s w s  diselpline of the revoluf T ‘
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such as the Chinese “cultural revolution™ were Io be
ined) when a turn in the International situation (o
—the biggest turn, in fact, since the end of th
world war.

The year 1968, which opened with the Smashing de.
feat inflicted on the Americans by the Vielnamese Tet
offensive, will assuredly be a landmark In the history
of the soclialist revolution. Two events stand out First
of all, May 1968 in France: Triggered off by a student
revolution, a general sirlke of 10,000,000 workers in
its turn drew large sections of the petty bourgeoisie Into
an unprecedented challenge to the authority of the siate,
as well as to private ownership of the means of Produc-
tion and numerous other capitalist institutions. This wa,
followed by a revolutionary upsurge in Czechoslovakis
that, during the first week of Soviet military occupation,
assumed a size and strength unprecedented in a workers
state. \

Several other events, smaller In scope but pointing in
the same direction, should be added to these two, whose
significance defies deseription.

(a) The crisls in U.S. imperialism's two-party political
system — including & leadership crisis —evidenced i the
presidential election (Johnson's abdication and the gen-
eral lack of enthusiasm for both Nixon and Humphrey,
neither of whom had any political authorjty).

(b) The crisis in the International Communist moye
ment, Moscow having definitively lost its authority as
"gulde” in this long-time monolithic and extremely hier-
archical outfit

(c) The disgraceful bankruptcy of the British Labour
party government, the strongest party of the International
Social Democracy, which had strong hopes for It

(d) The activation, after several years of relative pas-
givity, of the Latin American urban masses. This included
Mexico, a counfry considered by its bourgeoisié up to
then as immune to Lalin American-type revolutions.

These upheavals, the early outlines of which had been
apparent for two years, particularly the entry Info the
lists of a new generation outslde the control of the old
bureaucracies, confronted the European sections of the
Fourth International with the problem of changing their
tactics. As soon as these phenomena appeared, the
Trotskylst movement had undertaken certain tactical ad-
Justments. This was particularly true in France al the
time of the Algerian war, as a resull of the working-
class partles’ position on the latter, but they were only
partial adjustments. The size and scope of these phe
nomena laid the groundwork for the formation of currents
to the left of the Communist parties, currenis strong
enough to become factors on the political scene in sev-
eral countries. Thus, beginning In 1967, the European
sections opened a debate on lactics, with a view lo re
vising the entryism tactic. The open discussion on this
point was orlented toward a change in tactle. Entryism
was the price thal had to be paid because of the dis-
proportion that existed between the hegemony of the old
leaderships and the weakness of the vanguard, pract-
cally incapable of going beyond the stage of a propa-
ganda group. The possibility now existed of organiza-
tions being formed ihat, while stil largely in the minor-
ity, could nevertheless exercise enough strength In given
sectors to acquire Importance on a national scale. More-
over, the entryist tactic had been established almost

EXam-
ok place
€ second

* ffieen years earller on the perspective, based on the re

lationship of forces of the time, that the crisis of the old
leaderships would develop through the formation of left
tendencies within those leaderships themselves. (See sixth
installment, issue of April 17, p. 415.) Because of the
prolonged period of prosperity, leftists In the traditional
organizations generally experienced the same slide to the
right that the mass working-class movement underwent
as & whole. In only a few cases did the conirary occur.
For us, those few cases justify the old factic.

While those who kept denouncing "enirylsm” ended up
by withering away into sectarlanism, It Is sufficlent for
us, in view of May 1968, to point to the formation of
the Jeunesse Communiste Révolutlonnalre [Revolutionary

-, Communist Youth] as a resull of its application within

the Union des Etudiants Communistes [Communist Stu-
dent Unlon]. The JCR consiltuted Trotskylsm's most
valuable contribution to the French May.37 Let us nol
forget, too, thal the SDS in Germany [Sozlallstischer
Deutscher; Studentenbund — German Soclalist Student

Unlon] arose out of the Soclal Democracy, which I8 tie
mass organization in that country.

3;- Msy 19688 In France also allowed for an evaluation of
the peolicles of the Organisation Communiste Inlernationaliste
(This greal opponent of enirylem has lollowed a line similar
fo that of the British SLL on the question of Cuba and Viet
:;m.] During the greatest event tn the hisiory of the European

*s slruggle since the end of World War II, the dally denun-

Ei:jl!:ﬁr::~I -:;!L this gmup.lhwhtth accords the Hile “revolutionis®
0 own members, culminated In Iis a from
E‘:E‘ confroniations with the forces of the b;}umx::"::ztll.

;-jl sounded the alarm each time and advocated retreal In
;‘_u €r nol to be led into "a slaughter.” On this I refer the reader
n’ Danjel Bumai_u:l and Henrl Weber's Mai 68, une repetition
E;_J";‘:ﬂiﬁ (May 68: A General Rehearsal] The authors of this
| Uustrate, In excellent fashion, how and why the OCI's
seclarianiam changed Inio actlve opportunism al the dechalve

o
mi

point marked the end of the period
of political stagnation In the advanced
"~ which had begun shortly after the
™ e end of the period of reformism
( the firat years of “de-Stalinization® In

State ]
L the world revolution had been
- 'ﬂ?uamwm by-the colonial rev.
distorted the world revolutionary
and resulted in a proliferation of
rmist or revolutionary, that had
. the alleged Incapacity of the pro-
:’: {he sdvanced capitalist eountries,
ﬂulﬂﬂ' role. The activation of the work-
{n Fraoce and in Czechoslovakia, as
nsirations in the large Latin American
mortal blow to all these theorles. The

emo
: l;e world revolutionary process was prey
1 twenly years were on thelr way oul.
' ew conditions, theoretically and politically
: fﬁmﬂ ropitious, the International made prep-
- |uFlE59 world congress. Ninety-elght sec-
ort [ﬂl' “fraternal delegates, and observers, from
were present at this congress, held in

documents adopted by this congress

e new rise of the world revolution and
o 4uctory Teport on these theses by Comrade
! “]}ﬂﬂﬂ- passed unanimously except for two voles.
e on the perspectives of the Latin Araer)-
c pl'ﬂl!llud by Comrade Roca and passed
R hirds majority. ’
e .!!Mﬁ“ on the Tcultural revolution® In China and
; ort of Comrade Livio Malitan, who presented the
* 'w to (he congress, passed by A very large ma-

ﬁ ﬁuﬂun orlenting the International’s work In the
+ | ____!__ﬁ fature toward the radicalizing youth and open-
i ,_ﬂﬂfﬂumn on the problems posed by this orlenta-
"ﬂh a document presented by Comrade Albert.

= imlﬂ‘“ also unanimously adopted the outgoing
'l I .Em»wmr' report on activities, presented by
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A Mandel; a report on the finances of the In-
| onal; and resolutions dealing with the sltuation
g iil movement in Germany, Argentina, Ceylon, and
4 Britaln. In ‘Great Britaln, where there had been

-

| ;ficlal section, the congress recognized the International
£ :ﬁﬁ"ﬂiuﬂp as the British section of the Fourth Inter-
T theses presented to the congress on the new rise
4& world revolution summarized in six main points
" 4am in the world situation that took place in 1968:

' | The Imperialist counteroffensive, unleashed by Amer-
o 'hmmgm followlng the victory of the Cuban rev-
| jon, after having met with some temporary successes
*\ brazll, Indonesia, and in numerous African countries,
14 been stalemated by the heroic Vietnamese masses
" & recaptured the military initiative with the Tet offen-
 #{1968).
| The viclorious resistance of the Vietnamese people
dded with a general slowing down In the economic

-

’
"N

" soei only fo change back into sectarianism when the up-
b t'ﬂnudarl—an apl time for this group to Indulge in de
- xiations.
" Wi on the subject, | may be excused for adding a few lines
& might sem of a personal nature but that concern parl
{8 history of the Trotskyist movement. For lack of even
. ldghtly serlous eriticism of the International's positions, this
~ pep attacks the author of the present work, generally In con-
. Eln with prewar evenis. The gist of these atiacks is con-
~iwd in the collection entitled Le mouvemen! communiste en
- A [The Communist Movement in France] by a member
- BB group, Broue, who has added a number of asides to
| S by Trosky. The object of these additions is to give
* ®impression thal in 1935-38 Trotsky was, in essence, WaAging
“m against the faction I belonged to, and that this fac-
- & bore major responsibility for the defeat of the June 1936
. svemenl There were al the time differences of opinion amongst
£y differences that were aggravated by the exit from
'.'-_51‘.1‘ “m-ras: H'Ill:ld installment, issue of March 27, pl. ﬁﬁ -l
& | A &piil look place —amid very lively po s,
pol nleed 1o give the history of the 19385 split; to do that
require writing a pamphlet to explain the opinion 1 hold
08 fhal subject, which has nothing in common with any
black and white approach. Al any rafe, to make
Trotsky's polemics centered around me is a far
: reality. As 1o the other “accusation” it is pure and
. Moreover, il that were the case, how explain
Trotsky, despite the split, mentioned my testimony
Dewey Commission as that of a *friend™? And even
¥rong In 1935, what evidence would thal be against
And those of the International today? Strange
®ho resart to such an "argument! Finally, Broue
forgotten that | reunited with Trotsky. Had the
aboul writing a sound historical work, he would
the correspondence between Trotsky and me
In orfer 1o treat the subject fully and to avoid
Il'.m"r'ml‘F incomplete, and thus necessarily erronecus
He would have noted that on this guestion T‘mhk{
A preliminary dizcussion on the causes O
Wousibility for, (he Iﬂﬂship“t nor a “sell-eriticlam® from
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Trolsky closely observed the

events that shook the world

countries, the Invasions o
pla,
repression In the Soviel Uni
of eleven volumes contains i
articles, letters, and Interviews

able in books and pamphltll.

This turning polnt marked the, end “I’ upsurge In Europe.

L ocialist

WRITINGS OF LEON TROTSKY
tumulfuous
throughout the

19308 — the rise of fasciam, the depre

on In the Imperialist
the labor radicallzatl f China and Ethio-

Spaln, the deepening
the ecivil war In Sp o THE Seiie
he pamphlets,
by Trotsky

-

from 1929-1940 that are nol currently avall-
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in most of thege countries, '
3. Hp;r 1968 in France l'u.d' reactly

ted the revolution-

o 'I':u victorlous defense of the Vietnamese revolution
e e r:leﬂﬂﬂnu of revolutionary lirﬁgglu In several
perialist countries gave the eolonial revolution the pos-

aibility of surmounting the obsts recedin
_ batacl
and again gathering mnmmt:m. e S

6. Stimulated by the Vietnamese revolution and by the

:wnfl:tlumy crisls In France, the ripening of conditions
or the political revolution in the bureaucratically degen-
;.::lad or deformed workers states has already led to

Be mobllizations In Czechoslovakia and Yugoslavia,
uﬁd ’:'lr;l the doorstep of the USSR itsell

i € Appearance of a new, young vanguard on &
world scale, largely Independent of the traditional mass
organizations, favors the solution of the central task of

our era-—creating a new, revolutionary leader
world proletariat i i -of "5

:‘rfi:nlmpizﬂ on Activities could justifiably record the im-
g‘ﬂurth L[H:::;i-f: ':.lll;::tt:h[::h role played by the
¢ campaigns for the
defense of the Vietnamese and Cuban revolutions: the
defense of militants persecuted by the bourgeoisie (Hugo
Blanco, the Peruvian revolutionists, the Mexican students)
or by the bureaucracies of the workers states (the Polish
comrades Kuron and Modzelewsky): the campaign for
support of the socialist Arab revolution, etc. The activ-
Itles report could also polnt to the considerable advances
made by the Trotskylst newspapers and other publica-
ions throughout the world, and the extraordinary vol-
ume of editions and reeditions of Trotsky's works in
many languages and In countries where they had never
before appeared.

Most especially, the report had to evaluate the Trotsky-
Ist movement's participation In the May 1968 events In
France. This participation had Its climax at the world
congress itsell, as evidenced by the replacement of the
Fourth International’s French section: the Ligue Commu-
niste, ten times larger and with immeasurably greater
influence than the preMay 1968 Trotskyist organization,
would thenceforth constitute the International’s French
section.

Side by silde with this striking advance, participants
at the world congress reported on progress made prac-
tically everywhere. Leadership bodies of the International
and Its sections felt mew blood coursing through their
veins, supplied by yvoung cadres expressing the high po-
tential of the new generation in the ranks of the world
socialist revolution

The turn in the world situation was expressed not only
in the composition and progress of the Trotskyist mowve-
ment— it was not only confirmed in a general way, but
it was also examined very carefully in the course of in-
depth analyses in the tradition of the Trotskyist move
ment itsell. To the usual outline of general tasks, the
discussions added an exceptionally strong note that em-
phasized the principal result of this turn, L e, the neces-
sity of raising the International’s activity to a higher
level, a level demanded by the new situation: the organi-
zation would no longer content itsell with participating
in mass struggles by advancing its program; it would
now endeavor to Intervene, at least in certain countries
and on certain fronts of the struggle, with the object of
playlng a leading role in them. The gquestion of the
Trotskyist movement's making an eventual breakthrough
on certain points, in and through action, thus constituted
the thread of continuity In the main discussions of the
congress — which were extremely lively.

During each of the discussions on the principal doe-
uments submitted to the world congress, it became ap-
parent that the Trotskyist movement (after having tried
for years to stem the Stalinist tide and then having wil-
nessed revolutionary upsurges that did not throw off the
bureaucratic yoke) for the first time Io its history had
possibilities for making a breakthrough by effectively
proving, on a few, still limited class-struggle fronts, the
the validity of lts program, no longer in & theoretical
way but in action. The world congress showed thal il
was very aware of this new situation, of its implications,
of the perspectives it offered for constructing a revolution-
ary-Marxist, mass International. It is obvlous that such
a turn cannol be taken just by voling at a congress,
o matter how Important that may be. The P“—'““: pe-
lod will demand of the International, of Its sect “‘:'f
of the organizations connected with it politically, Iﬁ“ ¥
tenl day-in, day-oul work to make such a furn nﬁrumlythc
as well as even closer ties among all the parties

movemenL i
rily after the wor
nift:“n:hiﬂed a big galn for the Trotskyist movement

of Comrade
h the extraordinary election campaign
EITI:E Krivine, the Ligue's presidential candidate. This

gress, the Ligue Commu-
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sian Revolution, Trotsky organized the Red
Army and led its successful fight on twenly-

TSK _ one [ronts against American and European
S OF LEON ol (i :ountumnluthmry farces. Drawing upon

aciical military experience and the
:!L:nﬁ:t method, Trotsky polemicized against
those who sought o elevate specific mUitary

contalns Karl Radek’s 1923 Pravda article
on Trotsky. 160pp-, £2.25

‘out Europe. Since then the Ligue has continued to be
In the vanguard of the class struggles in France: its mem-
bership and influence continue'to grow.

Most of the Fourth International's sections and the U S.
Soclalist Workers party have grown since the Ninth World
Congress, In an unequal fashion from country to country
but very substantially nevertheless (cerfain sectlons have
even Increased tenfold). Durlng this same period, organi-
zatlons —which will become sections —have been created
In meny countries where the Fourth International had
not been present before (Sweden, Luxembourg, Ireland);
sections are being rebullt in countries where cireumsiances
had made them disappear (Spain) or had reduced them
considerably (Switzerland, Mexico, etc.). These phenom-
ena extend to countries like Japan, Australia, New Zea-
land. In Argentina the Revolutionary party of the Workers
(Partido Revoluclonario de los Trabajadores — PRT), po-
litical mentor of the Revolutionary Army of the People
(Ejércitoc Revolucionario del Pueblo— ERFP), has begun
an armed struggle, some of whose operations have won
it renown and prestige throughout Latin America. In
Bolivia the Revolutionary Workers party (Partido Obrero
Revolucionario — POR), led by Comrade Hugo GonzAler
Moscoso, was preparing for armed struggle. During the
resistance to the Banzer coup d'éfat about forty of Its
members, including Comrade Tomdés Chambi, a mem-
ber of the Central Committee, were killed In combat. Many
others were wounded and imprisoned. The Fourth Inter-
national Is in the forefront of the struggle againsi the
war in Vietnam, and Is more and more active in class

struggles across the entire world.

The groups claiming to be Trotskyist but which are
hostile to the Fourth International remain sects (Pablo,
Posadas, etc.). The only two groups of any size— the
OCI-AJS [Organisation Communiste Internationaliste- Al-
llance des Jeunes pour le Socialisme| in France and the
SLL [Soclalist Labour Leapue| In Great Britain, which
logether had formed an "International Commiftee” to "re-
construect” the Fourth International —split in Oetober 1971.

The progress made by the Fourth International could
be seen concretely in two large demonstrations during
1970 and 1971. In November 1970, the International
called a conference In Brussels, seat of the European
Economlic Community, at which it counterposed to the
Europe of multinational trusts the slogan of a "Red Eu-
rope,” a soclalist Europe which alone can overcome the
division between the Western and Eastern parts of the
old continenl. More than 3,500 enthusiastic people, most
of them wouth from all the countries of Europe, were
present at the Brussels Conference

The Fourth International [ssued an appeal for a dem-
onstration to be held In Paris in May 1971 to celebrate
the centennial of the Paris Commune by continuing its
fight for a world commune, for the world soclalist rev-
olution. Over 30,000 people covered the Belleville and
Ménilmontant sections and filed past the Mur des Fédé-
rés in the Pére Lachalse cemetery, at the very place where
the last fighters of the 1871 Commune met their death.
An uftterly astounded bourgeols press described the dem-
onstration in terms such as “composed mostly of yvoung
people,” and “vibrant with enthusiasm.” The press also
had to acknowledge that of all the demonstrations or-
ganized for this anniversary (Soclalist party, PSU, etc.),
this was —except, of course, for the CP's demonsiration,
in which about 60,000 people participated —by [ar the
biggest

In relation to the number of years since its founding,
the Fourth International has unquestionably made great
progress. But we cannot stop here. We must turn our
efforts to the ever greater demands made on us by the
world situation.

There is still quite a way to go before the aims for
which the Fourth International was founded are achieved,
namely, fo create a mass, international, revolutionary-
Marxist leadershlp and mass revolutionary parties, ca-
pable of assuring the victory of the world socialist rev-
olution. For a long time, Trotskyists pursued thls aim
on the sole basis of historical necessity, of their profound
bellef in the revolutionary capabilities that the working
class has evinced throughout history, and in the correct-
ness of revolutionary Marxism and the analyses It en-
abled them™ to make. Thelr opportunities for mass-scale
actions were then minimal Today, the old leaderships
continue to clutter the road, to poison working-class con-
sclousness: but from now on more than theoretical con-
viction underlies Trotskyist activity.

The new generation of youth living under the contra-
dictions of capitalism are seeking anticapitalist solutions,
and their vanguard is beginning to rediscover revolu-
tionary Marxism in thought and action. The path of
the Trotskylst movement and the path of this youthful

vanguard are beginning to converge.
[To be continued|
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dyotrYakir’s "Recantation”

MARILYN VOGT

“1f [ commit suicide, that means they

I ve murdered me, and if [ confess,
‘hut means they tortured me, " This was
the statement of Pyotr Yakir, prominent
Soviet dissident Communist and civil
rights-leader, prior to his arrest June 21,
1972. He was amested under Article 70
of the Russian Criminal Code, which
deals with "dnti-Soviet agitation and

propaganda.”

Yakir, who was instrumental in the
formation in May 1969 of the Initative
Group in Defense of Human Rights in
the USSR, has undergone five months
of interrogation in the notorious Lefor-
tovo prison in Moscow. He was arfcsted
on June 21 and was reportedly facing
trial under Article 70 of the Russian
Criminal Code('anti-Soviet agitation

and propaganda®).

During the first week of December,
Moscow comrespondents for major West-
em newspapers and wire services report-
ed that Yakir had renounced his activities
againsi the Soviet bureaucracy's supp-
ression of democratic rights and called
for the dissolution of the democratic
opposition movement.

The reporis that Yakir had recanted

spoke of twenty-{ive people being called
in for questioning by the KGB (secret
police) as a result of Yakir's "cooperat-
ion with Soviet authorities. " Some of
these people had allegedly met with

Y ukir in officially supervised "Confront-
ations, " during which Yakir had supposed-
Iy "confessed his errors of the past and
acknowledged his guilt, "

Yakir's daughter, Irina, also an activist
in the democratic opposition movement,
supposedly reported similar statements
by Yakir to her family after a visit with

Y ikir in prisom,

Oue report stated that Yakir had confess-
ed to being an editor of the "Chronicle
of Current Events” a "samizdat" journal
that has appeared bimonthly since 1968,
reporting the activities of the democratic
tion movement and the arrests
and trials of dissidents, The Kremlin .
burcaucrats have sought to crush the
"Chronicle" in a year-long campaign of
répréssion and intimidation, an effort
that has been juridicially dressed up as
"Case No, 24" of the Moscow Court.

Yakir, the reports asserted, would be
presented as a key witness in a "show
trial® being planned by the Kremlin.
His public "confessions" would supposed-
ly implicate a large number of other
dissidents in "anti-Soviet" actvities,

However, since the reports appeared, a-
Stalement has been issued by Yuri Sh’tein
4 member of the Initiative Group in '
Delense of Human Rights in the USSR
relutng these rumows, The statement
enlitled “In Defense of Yakir", was
published in a New York Rissian-langua

newspaper, Novoye Russkoye Slovo, and

into the rumows by checking with dissid-

ents in Moscow.

Yuri Shtein, who has worked closely
with Yakir, is now in New York. In

the Soviet Union, Shtein had been a dllr-
ector of documentary films, but lost his
job after protesting the Soviet invasion
of Crechoslovakia in 1968, In early

1972 he was one of several dissidents

who were offered a choice of prison or
exile by the KGB, Shtein left the Soviet
Union in March and since then has issued
statements of protest against the Kremlin's
intensifying campaign of repression,

The information in Shtein's statement
raises several important questions rcg:ln::l-
ing the source of this rumour abeut Yakir,
The Moscow correspondents who trans-
mitted it around the world cited their
sources as "reliable ¢circles," One corres-
pondent states that the information was
Meirculating among dissident groups" in
Moscow. Did these comrespondents attempt
to verify the information before making
it sensational news?

Zinaida Grigorenko's report that Yakir's
daughter, Irina, was about to give birth
and was not well might indicate that
Western reporters were not able to con-
tact her directly to verify the statements
attributed to her in the rumour. But the
role of the "New York Times" and its
Moscow correspondent, Hedrick Smith,
in promoting this story has a curious
aspect to it,

Shtein told the New York-based Ct:rmm-
‘ttee to Defend Soviet Political Prisoners
that he submitted to the "New York Times
4 statement containing the same data as
the one submitted to and published in
"Novoye Russkoe Slovo" and that d_w ;
"New York Times" refused to publish it,

Ii this is so, what are the ”Timr:'s“'cd- :
itor's reasons? Are they afraid the Kremlin
would expel their Moscow correspondent
for having too close contact with the

Yakir family if he were to check with
Irina directly?

i

The "New York Times'" has playec} a
significant role in publicizing Yakir's
alleged recantation, In his December 11
article, Hedrick Smith accepted the
rumour as true and commented extensive-
ly on its demoralizing effect on the
Soviet democratic moyement, bub gave
no authoritative source for his informat-
ion, Surely he owes it to his readers to
print what Irina Yakir, Elena Kosterina,
and Zinaida Grigorenko have to say now
on this subject, Or does the "New York
Times" have its own reasons for down-
playing the Soviet democratic movement
and publicizing its "disarray "7

As Zinaida Grigorenko implied in her
statement, rumors of this sort are them-
selyes a means for intimidating the Sov-
iet opposition movement because they
deliberately revive memories of the
Moscow Purge Trials in the thirties. There
is a distinct smell of KGB rumour mills
behind the story of Yakir's recantation,
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But the very fact that the story has been
so widely publicized makes it easier for
the KGB to go ahead and try to break

Yakir's will - in order to prove that the
stories were true, Worse yet, they could

decide to take measures to prevent Yakir's

ever giving his own account of what
prompted these rumours.

Energetic protests are called for demand- -

ing that Yakir be freed immediafely
and that there be no repetition of the
Moscow Trials,

Repression Intensifies in Turkey

After nineteen months of martial law in
Turkey 1,047 leftist students, professors,
journalists and others are in prisons await-
ing mial, Martial law was imposed in
April 1971 in eleven of Turkey's sixty-
seven provinces, including those in which
the most populous cities are located.
Since then, reported Juan de Onis in the
December 6 "New York Times", 3,300
people have been tried before military
courts.

In November the government passed legis-
lation banning all existing student organ-
isations as well as any group based on class
or on "extremist" ideology. According to
de Onis, "all the big universities here
(Ankara) and in Istanbul are under military
control, with soldiers at the doors of
buildings and plainclothesmen mingling

in classes and in student meeting places. "

The government is preparing a new law
that would permit it to take over any
campus and control faculty appointments,

The regime has taken direct control of
the state radio, and several leftist
publications have been prevented from
publishing, On October 26 a military
couwrt sentenced a writer, Nasih Nuri
Ileri, to seven and a half years in
prison for translating a book on the life

details the results of Shiein's investigations ©f Lenin,

This repression against journalists aud
restrictions on freedom of the press were
condemned in September by a Congress
of the International Federation of Jour-
nalists which was held in Istanbul, The
president of the Turkish journalists'
union told delegates to the congress that
754 cases were pending against Turkish
journalists,

The December 3 "New York Times"
reported that at least 1,000 persons

were being hunted by the Turkish regime
for suspected "connection with a "worker-
peasant'! Commumist movement.

Although the government denies the use
of torture against prisoners, the "Times"
account asserts that "there is substantial
evidence that the civilian secret police
have been using electric shock, beating
and a traditional method of loosening up
suspects in which the victim's feet are
flayed. "

Apparently the many months of martial
law and severe repression have not been
sufficient to wipe out expressions of the
widespread dissent and unrest among
workers, students, and the Kurdish
minority in Turkey. Martial law was
declared soon after a new government
was formed by Nihat Erim on March 26,
1971, Erim was brought to power by the

Canadian Trotskyists Contest Elections

BY ROSS DAVIDSON

inﬂhc-ﬂmmher 4 Toronto elections

the Canadian Trowskyists of the League

for Socialist Action (LSA) and the Young

iﬂﬂulis_ls (YS) conducted a vigorous

::::a dﬁglg; ﬁ:lﬂ.’nga _pail'ﬁnl slate of 6
ndida ayor, A

%dﬂ Eﬁt_k:;uin:. y Aldermen, and

Winsicr ol the mayoral contest was
Consenviative party “reformer" David
MBkE: ;ri'l.:lﬁfl,ﬂm voles. His l
Oppoucnls iu the supposedly nou purtisa
Clections were liberal Anthory !"}}:dl}nnull:uc
Who came second, and "Old Guard®
souscrvitive David Rosenberg who was
soundly defeated. "Reformers” also won

4 sl majority of aldermunic 5¢als on

the Toronto City Council,

A major issuc in the clections was the
cuvironnient, Establishiment politicians
who supporied wihindered developments
of high-rise estites angd highways with
ne consideration of environmental tecds
o1 the need lor 1nuss trausit were voled
oul. Lesser knows capitadist reform ean-

didates were able to win seats by

_ y appeal-
Ing to popular desire for urban dewfllzfp_
ment designed to suit peoples! needs,

None of the "reformers" presented a
cl:car altemative to the big business-run
City Council. Even the few members

of the labor-based New Democratic
P;i'rty (NDP) ran as individual members
with no common programme, The LSA/
Y5 launched their campaign following
this scandalous abstention of the NDP
and focussed attention on the necd to j
kick big business out of the City Council
nr'u:l return a labour administration armed
with a sociulist Programme -"For A
Labor City Hall" was thejr slogan,

Despite a virtual press blackout and

a lack of fesources, LSA/YS mayoral

candidate Jacquie Henderson pelled

1,551 votes (0,8 percent) and others

on the LSA/YS ticket received up to

6.7 percent of the votes, The socialist

vole wag Soncentrated mainly in student

and working class sreas. In the mayoral
le said they sy ported

voted for Crombie

contest many pcop
the campaign but

as the "lesser evil” candidate compared
to Rosenberg,

Although they won a partial slate in the
!nﬁt civic elections, the NDP abstained
in this election, refusing to run a <l
I'he Toronto Labor Council took a huge
rearwards step from the municipal elect-
lon when they took a policy of only
endorsing the NDP candidates, by
Endursing a slate of liberal conservative
Independent reformers!

ate,

The Communist Party (CP
Nl:lls'ﬁn Clarke ran as an “independent

saying that the CP 'was Opposed to the
entry of political parties into the |r|l..1|uL'Jf

ipal arena", H
> « He polled fewer vores ¢
Henderson. han

) meéinber

The LSA /Y5 were able to get a clear

alternative across to millions of people
through radio and television as well as
through their leaflets and posters, And
on election night the LSA /YS is

sued

a challenge to the upcoming Ontario
NDP convention to take a lirm decision
t0 run a full slate next election 1 g i st

the capitalist parties,

military, who had ousted the govern-
ment of former Premier Suleyman
Demirel of the conservative, openly
pro-American Justice party.

The current government, headed by

Premier Ferit Melen, is the fourth army-

backed coalition government since the
overthrow of Demirel. The president

of Turkey is Cevdet Sunay, a former
military chief of staff, and the army is
the most powerful political force in the
country. In a nation of 35 million,
Turkey's army of 500, 000 is the second-
largest within NATO, second only to the
U. 5, army.

Under the Demirel government, the
Turkish student movement had grown
to massive proportions in 1970, precip-
itating a crisis for the regime, Demon-
strations of as many as 70, 000 students
and workers occurred against antilabor
legislation and against the docking of
U. S, ships from the Sixth Fleet.

The army's ouster of Demirel was un-
doubtedly aimed at crushing this grow-
ing opposition movement, although the
military commanders cloaked their
action with rhetoric about the need for
social and economic reforms, The mili-
tary had been pressing the Turkish
parliament to pass legislation to effect
token land reform, educational reforms,
and limitations on foreign investment
in mineral resources,

Since the imposition of martial law,
bombing and kidnapping incidents have
mounted, The military-dominated

regime has accused two banned groups of
responsibility for these acts - the Turkish

People's Liberation Army, and the Dev
Genc (Revolutionary Youth). Using
the terrorist incidents as a preiext, the
government has widened its repressive
dragnet against the entirety of the
student and the workers' movements.

Elections are gcheduled to take place
in Turkey in October 1973, To give

them at least the ippearance of legit-
imacy, the Melen regime has proposed
constitutional amendments that would
allow for continued re pression of the

left without martial law, According to

the August 3 "Christian Science Menitor",

these measures include sefling up
"special security courts that would deal
n‘il:ll terrorists and other extremists,
eniorcing stricter control in the univers-
itics particularly over the academic
staff, limiting the powers of the Const-
itutional Court and high judh:i-ll OTgans,
and giving more Il'ﬂ'.li'.ll._'-i"'._. to the executive
in -1;‘1-.c1u,=l1'-.|.-_ Or removing civil servants
In senior administrative posts, "
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i Cauche

: i in the
‘% ihe Union of the Left will be inter-

{068 many women began to
ﬂ:ffﬂ;ey were oppressed, even
ganisations, and they
nise separately from the
el 0 o (Sanfalistischer Deutscher

o deration), They discussed their
B ion as women in SDS5, but this
*als group didn't exist very long -

:_ "'-l’!“ of a year.
i o yeart later, in 1970, new groups

that time SDS had broken
"’M iﬁ?ﬂf the same women helped
& 3 new mpn[ﬂf_{ﬂnl the Women's
s These women were mainly from
n‘n:kﬂt movement and didn't have

% i :mmbg ECL‘I\'E in,
) % Women's Soviet met for the first

§ MIKE }OHES £
ue Communiste, French section
P terational, held its

" UNational Congress at Versailles from

ber 6 - 10, 1972, The Congress

e mrmded by 350 delegates and 200

T main topic of discussion was the
ige's attitude (o the coming French

" klative elections. In the elections

% night wing coalition, L'Union de

| isblicains de Progres pour le Soutien
! aPresident de Ia Republique (Union
- dfhogressive Republicans for the Suppon

i President of the Republic) will be
mtested by the leftist group L'Union de
(Union of the Left), comprising
% PSF (French Socialist Party) and the
F (French Communist Party). One
- idency at the Congress, the Bolshevik-
 sinists for Proletarianisation, declared
21l in support of boycotting the elect-
# altogether on the grounds that ", . .
1% 1973 elections do not appear as a
% deal in the eyes of the workers".
fother tendency, made up of a minor-
‘50l the ex-Central Committee called
(*support for the Communist candidates
5. The majority declared support for
Iitnul:e coalition, The 3rd position
¥ cimmied by the Congress by 199
&S dgainst 71 for the minority of the
~anc 12 for the abstentionists,

J}" Teasons for the majority's support
- " the Union of the Left were simmaris-
satement: ", |, . a success

Ilﬂed by the workers as a defeat for the

Srgeoisic and o Success for the workers'
wement,

E;mn;h elections are held in two parts,
B ballot in which all parties stand;

[ e cond ; TaaF . »
i":ﬂdif A week later in which some
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kive he;iﬂ:ﬁfiﬁﬂnmnism In?_l.‘.l’:l-l.llii.‘ﬂ;li."lﬂ{_‘
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Alter May 1 Part 6 the document

'68, the first task of

fist ballot, The OCI later pulled

function of women in th
wanted to show how thee i) g

op ion of
women is not an Individ I prob
a soclal problem, = Ak

We wanted to find out how a women's
group can do revolutionary work, At
first we didn't approach it like the fem.
inist groups In America, We didn't do
work around our own oppression as
women. We worked together with all

the soclalist groups in Frankfurt - holding

teach-ins and demonstrations about the
Vietnam war, etc. We were active
because we were socialists and we had
to build a strong socialist movement
but we didn't have an understanding of
how imperialism and the Vietmam war
or the oppression at the universities
related to the women's movement,

Question: Could you describe the abortion

movement in Germany?

Answer: When the abortion movement
began to develop in Germany in 1971,
we thought that the abortion issue was

very important and that we had to struggle

and be part of this movement, We set
aside our books and owr educational

programme and turned to organising
demonstrations and collective acts of

the bourgeoisie is to restore in Its favouwr
a relatonship of forces which was dis-
placed in favour of the working class
whose combativity remains high after
four years, "
e = '

|

Krivine Debates Gaullist on French TV

French television viewers had a rare
opportunity on December 13, On that
day the French TV, which is run by a
government agency, the ORTF (Office
de Radiodiffusion et Television Fran-
caise - Office of French Radio and
Television), presented a lwo-howr
debate between a revolutionary social-

ist and a Gaullist deputy. Alain Rrivine,

member of the political burcau of 11!11:-
Communist League and the League §

presidential candidate in the 1968 French

clections, debated Bernard Stasi, a

member of the National .-is;sumhi}- and of

the UDR (Union pour la Delense de la
Republique - Union for Defense of the

Republic).

Krivine and Stasi ;lppl‘.".ll‘ﬂ'll:l on -thf prog-
ranime "A armes egales, mc‘lu:; ng e
non equal terms, ® It is one of the m

ular programinies
E:?E: an estimated audience of some 16

million,

i in basic
ivine uscd his time to expla
Khﬁ::li;t ideas about the exploitanﬂawm
nature of the capitalist syster;t.i;
expose the injistice of capita llcmthe
and repressive apparatus, a4 well as
corruption in governme nt,

abortion, " It was not
but by women who were bourgeois,

on French television,

in Pnﬂl:lmﬂnh

organised by us

Spontaneowsly, a number of

dgainst Paragraph 218 (the :egc't?igraf the
German law code prohibitin abortion)
were formed, They were ca?led Aktion
218, We wanted 1o join this movement,

although it was not reall
Rt . ally a movement

It was then that we became really act
ctive

in the abortion struggle, Lagt sm;:'m:r

we stood In the streets giving out inform-

ation on the abortion situation, We coll-

ed:mdﬁimt&rf&}nn petitions with our

ma an 000 people si d
I Lo i e e e

We also collected signatures from women

who said,” I have had an illegal abortion, "

Then we had a demonstration in Novem-
ber, In August we had scheduled our
demonstration for Nov, 6. Later we
hean_ﬂ that international abortion demon-
strations were being held in Europe and

America on November 20, but we coulax't

change the date,

On March 11 and 12 of this year, Aktion
218 and other women's groups held a
conference of 450 women, All the

ird Congress of Ligue Communiste

The Congress was attended by represent-
atives of many sections of the Fourth
International and sympathising organisat-
ions, testifying to the rapid growth of the
rist movement around the world,

Ligue Communiste Convention

and in the capitalist-controlled mass
media. He displayed some 50 documents
that had come into possession of the
Communist League, revealing secret
police plans for surveillance ol leftists,
students, and trade unionists, as well as

evidence of fraud in past French elections,

Support for Arge

The following report is taken from the
December 1 issue of the New Zealand
biweekly "Socialist Action":

"The Mayor of Christchurch, six Labour
MPs, the General Secrelary of the Nat-
jonal Council of Churches, the Presid-
ents of the Wellington and Canterbury
Trades Councils and National Execut-
ive members of the Federation of Labour
and Labowr Party, were among the sig-
natorics to a petition presented to the
Argentine Consul-General in Welling-
ton November 27. The petition protested
the imprisonment and murder of _polit.ii:-
a1 dissidents and the general denial of
human rights in Argentina,

" tition was circulated in New
z::ﬁﬁ in answer to a call by the
United States Commi:tee for Justice to

When the movement first began most
groups thought it was enough to show
parliament that a majority of women
wanted to abolish the abortion law, There
are polls that have shown that 70 per-
cent of the people want to abolish the
law, But parllament doesn't care what
people want,

At the March conference it was clear
to most of the women and the groups
that were initiated last summer that
lobbying the minister of Justice or the
parliament is not enough, We must be
strong and aggressive to get anything,

Question: How do you see the relation-
ship between socialism and feminism?

Answer: When we first became involved
in the abortion campaign, we wanted to
explain how the problem of the abortion
law is a social problem, only part of the
total situation of women in this society,
We wanted it to have a socialist orient-
ation, and we even had intense discuss-
lons in our group over whether or not to
join, We decided to join so that we
could explain our position on the conn-
ection between this law, as a law that
oppresses women, and the social struct-
ure of capitalism,

We now see the relationship between
feminism and socialism in the following
way: that women have to fight for their
demands, and during this fight they will
begin to perceive that these demands
are an integral part of the revolutionary
fight. They will eventually see that
this fight is part of the whole clas
struggle,

We also think that it is not only the
fight against strictly class oppression
that can end all oppression. It's not
possible to struggle only around demands
about working conditlons; you also have
to make demands about women's opp-
ression. The women's struggle is part of
the revolutionary struggle, That is the
main reason why an independent women's
movement has Lo exist,

Before, we never believed that we could
do something on our own, We didn't
even believe that actions could be org-
anised only on women's problems. Bul
this abortion campaign taught us that the
oppression of women is very deeply con-
nected with the oppression of all people
in capitalist society and that a socialist
movement that doesn't see women's
oppression sces only half of reality.

Since the March conference many
women have come (o recognise that
it's not only a question of abortion,
They are beginning to recognise that
the problems are deeper than abortion,

The abortion campaign is more than
simply an abortion campaign., Most of
the women's groups in Germany were
built around this question, but they have
a broader range of issues. Aborlion 15
just the beginning of the movement,

For example, he showed photos of tomb-
stones of dead persons recorded as having
voted for the Gaullist party, the UDR.

The debate réceived widespread coverage
and comment in all the major French
neWspa pers.

ntine Prisoners

Latin American Political Prisoners for
international protests following the
murder by the Argentine military of
sixteen political prisoners who had been
recaptured after an escape attempl at
Trelew airport last August,

uDozens of trade union officials, clergy-
men, academics and student leaders
put their names to the petition, which
was presented to the Argentine Consul-
General by David Cuthbert, president
of the New Zealand University Students
Association, and Terry Marshall, a
leading antiwar activist, A picket line
was maintained outside the building
housing the consulate while the petition
was presented, and leaflets were distrib-
uted to after-work crowds passing by.
The protest received national radio and

press coverage, "
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BY PETER CONRICK

BEr 4 This is the second part of our series on
& 1 the history and development of the
Australian Labor Party. The first part
in our last Issue traced the origins of
the ALP.

The Australian Labor Party grew to pol-
itical maturity in a period when great
changes were taking place in the nature
and function of the Australian state.
Federation became the central question
to divide the embryonic political group-
ings of the bourgeoisie. It is no task of
ours to go into the debate over federation,
Suffice it to say that stripped of its leg-
alistic coating, the problem of federation
turned around the question of which clique
considered itself the most efficient and
loyal defender of the intertwined interests
of British and Australian capitalism, The
ALP had its part to play in this movement,
particularly in dealing with immigration
and arbitration, both key fumctions of the
new centralised state, As we shall see
later, the role of the ALP in the Federal
Arena was as a national, centralising
force , as d to the more parochial
loyalties of the bourgeois parties. It is in
this sense that Lenin emphasised that

“the Labor Party has to concern itself
with developing and strengthening the
country and with creating a central
ﬂmmmem‘ In Australia the Labor Party

done what in other countries was
done by the Liberals, . , " (1)

umed an altogether less defensive post-
ure. Their confidence was further re-
inforced by the build-up in union mem-
bership in the late 1890s and early 1900s,
Though unemployment remained at a
constant 5. 5%, it was far more difficult
for capitalists to obtain scabs than dur-
ing the depression, Most unions began
where they left off in 1890 developing
amalgamation and Federation and strength-
ening their organisational structures.

* ® x

By 1900 there had been substantial con-
firmation of the unions' offensive through
the return of Labor representatives in
NSW, Queensland, Victorian and South
Awtralian parliaments, As yet, the

Labor leadership had had-litile chance

to prove its notorious capacities for

strike breaking and maintained the fund-
amental confidence of the whole trade
union movement.(3)

THE FIRST LABOR GOVERNMENTS

e

The ALP did not have fo wait long

befare its conception of ballot-box
reform became a possibility. In fact,
barely five years had lapsed before it was
swept into office in the 1899 Queens-
land state elections, On the federal plane,
Australians had only to wait until 1904
before |.G, Watson became the first
Labor Prime Minister, Watson's minjstry
soan fell victim to the chronic political
instability of the period and the party
saw its first taste of power fade within
four months. In 1905 the ALP was in-
volyed in Lib-Lab alliances {coalitions
with Liberal groupings) in Queensland

and South Australia, nowhere having

the numbers to form a stable govern-
ment on its own,

Ty —

FEDERATION AND THE COLONIAL
ECONOMY

Federation was the most concrete polit-
fcal and administrative expression of the
development of each individual colonjal
economy. In spite of rifts over tariffs and
protective devices, the overwhelming
trend in these economies was towards
ﬁﬂmnl Planning, distribution and mar-
ting, accompanied by expansion of ex-
ports, The period 1895 - 1914 was one
of slow recovery from the sharp break in
the expansion of Australian capitalism
that had occurred in the 1890s. In prim-
ary industries the general TECOVETY was
tuated by drought, but then offset
@ rise in wool prices and the growth
of butter as an export commodity, The
- Expansion of the manufacturing industry
- Was assisted by the elimination of customs
Ihnim;;be:;iﬁ:lna&cd states. Manufacturing
y Stim by the reall
of resowrces under federation, h:r;:n?:n

The party supported constitutional
re forms  conservative governments,
ELL;;‘:; g !.mprilncipled blocs with
parties, However, ssure
from the trade unions to zdﬂp!:mprincipled
stands in parliament severely limited
horse-trading. At the 1905 Common-
wealth +G:1:.Imnce the federal parlia-
mentarians pleaded to be allowed to
dmflde their own tactics, including
alliances with other groups, These pleas
were ignored by the majority of the
€rence and any idea of alliances
\:u rejected, This decision led to earl
reakaway movements in Queensland,
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rate where the ALP
R R
if prices and unemplo)'mgtﬂnim RRE T Wk instructed by Conference tgel;re k
severely affecred Australian wmke:t ::? : d nnc:i ey kb :
. ' o ond left the party, relegat
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T The
Despite this erratic recovery, auhﬁf; gnammktn on parliamentary

the openi
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mes. s T 1505 marked s Gefint poe, Bl
o uie .i. o D‘lﬂﬂ:lﬂds { .
Wages 1o their pre1890 (% s”iii’“ and lack of control lunx“-éf ?;Ef:iﬁauiilun
victories were won, although any rise E;T:::é‘ These initia) problems were
o

WAage rates was quickly accom
by the inevitable price r?l;e and jﬂ-;nninﬂ
the overall cost of living, :
The come=back of the wo B
movement after the defen::i;{g 1?;5‘-94
Can only be understood in terms of the
fapid and often spectacular advances of

litical Labor, In the context of these
galus the trade unions were mope

Prépared to take the initiative and ass-

‘ht;'l;i]bl: Labor grappled wi
i m:;geuis groupings
] more precise formatj - re
eiwng full confirmation i.n:rl.;:fisme:t‘
guhn'tct of the Deakinite Liberal F'arl..
which held gUVErnment until 1910 z

th these problems
began to crystal- |

The instability of the first years of
Federal Government came to an abrupt
end with the ALP, under the leadership
of Fisher, victorious at the 1910 general
elections. It became the first federal
party to win a clear majority over all
other parties in both houses, In the .
Representatives, Labor won forty-one
seats to thirty one for the Protectionist-
Liberal alliance (the Eusion). The main
Labor gains were in New South Wales -
five seats and in Victoria - six seats. The
Senate result showed that the swing was
Auwstralia-wide; Labor won all eighteen
seats contested, yielding a Senate of
twenty-two Labor and fourteen fusionists,
The 1910 election was Labor's honey-
moon in Australian politics, More than
anything else this victory snapped the
bourgeois groupings out of their protect-
ionist-free trade bickering and laid the
foundations for a decisive feature of
Australian politics in the cen - the
permanent anti-Labor bloc of all capit-
alist parties From- here on Labor faced a
reasonably coherent opposition,

Having traced the electoral fate of the
ALP in its first fifteen years, it is now
necessary to analyse those issues which
arose inside the workers' movement
during this period, and which shaped the
politics of the movement outside the
purely parliamentary sphere,

ARBITRA TION AND CONCILIATION

:The question of arbitration and concil-
iation formed one of the most crucial
1ssues confronting the workers' movement
In Australia. Both of these devices,
dedicated to the end of ensuring "indust-
rial peace", were an integral part of

the thinking of the ALP's leadership,
Thr:}: constituted a key position in the
empirical policies of that leadership

and remain there to this day. In the
developmentof the conflict between the
day to day struggles of unions and the
strategic goals of political labor, arbit-
ration and conciliation haye been the
most consistent points of contention.

One of the main tasks of the ]

ion was in this area. Labor's :;;: Id?.:dril-:t"
federation consisted malinly of dcmandjgn
saft:guards and "checlks" in the v:n:un.\rl:ltm-g
ion in spheres such as arbitration, It fell
upon Watson and Hughes to champion

the cause of flexibility in what was other.
wise an extremely rigid bourgeois con-
fttution. Arbitration proved to be yet
another area where the party leadershi
could be more "sybtle" than the Lrﬂur-p
geois parties themselyes, The growth of
afh:jtraticrn and conciliation ag Je gitimate
methods of settling basic confronts tions
Proved to be an lmporta nt weapon for
governments in atte mpting to crush

workers! militanc
CYy and substitutf 2
otation for direct action. ing neg-

]
‘ﬁ?s.‘.ﬁ.}-lﬂlman, later a Labor premier of
ey Lfﬂfmtliicd_p-cricctly the objective

- ation when speaking in
flaf]"_fgdu: of the 190‘} Arbitration I:;?l]:
il Y there is one Way of settling 2
@Spute; If the bill passes there will b
Jm:l._her way of settling it, All that tl::
ﬁmg of the bill will do {s to mb*ti; te
-l:-l method of reason, arbitration. s
'i::rr ui: _:}Efcimig';r{m]m for the mcl.hﬂ:d:. of
2k Tce, Olman did not delingg o
E:_; éﬁ%::;nfﬂw l;ni:umng of ijs.e'.i:::th

=10rce” ‘hic :

#0 conveniently arl.sénull;qn p-;:ai::iruh i

COmmon

T
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Holman's elevation of "industria] )
to the level of a social cure-a]] ::Iiglﬂl.-r::::uﬂt‘l:T
go unchallenged. Attempts to push
‘Lh_t:augh arbitration legislation met with
strikes from the coal-miners and
maritime unions in particular, How
these challenges were the exception&wr
rather than the rule and the strikes did
nothing to stop the passage of the Com.-
monwealth Arbitration Act,

The Fisher Minis 1910-1913
arbitration as unt::gf{its most w]l:ﬁ;dcd
weapons in maintaining its own
stability. Fisher mapp%d out whp;:lli:g:al
become a standard manoeuvre for the
party's leadership once in power. The
ALP in government has seen arbitration
as a way of escaping its obligations to the
workers' movement — a method of
avoiding committment to unions in
industrial disputes. Thus Labor has been
content to demand that unions accept
the jurisdiction and decisions of "indep-
endent” industrial courts,

Such concepts were closely linked to

the need felt by the reformist leader-
ship to become the inheritors of Australian
nationalism, Their policy was to trans-
cend class, It was "a national one which
they felt sure would result in the develop-
ment of the Commonwealth along right
lines and the general well-being of the
people", said one of Fisher's ministry. (4)

While there was talk of Labor's "national
tasks', it was not perfectly clear which
way, or for whom these tasks would be
resolved,

It was argued that: "The worker's great
concern is not how he might temporise
with the robber, not how he might
persuade the robber to take a little less
of what he produces; his great concern
is rather how to get rid of the robber,®

But how was this to be done? — It was
the mission of Australian workers "to
effect the social revolution by means of
an intelligent use of the ballot, "(5)

Clearly, this confusion had its repercuss-
jons in the early stages of the ALP, It
had to be established once and for
all that Labor was a

E;rliamentzﬂ: party,
po matter how unclear its politica

ideclogy,

One issue over which there was very

little argument was defence, The

defence policy of the ALP was closely
rclated to the sponsoring of the racist
White Australia policy — to the preservat-

ion of a white, democratic Australian
nation, Many early Labor leaders §u

as George Black and William Lane re-
inforced and populised some of the
basest fears and lfes, During the 1901
FHouse of Representatives debate one
Labor member claimed that those Asians
"who do raise themselyes to the level of
the whites get as cunning as foxes, .«
they beat us at every turn, "(6)

With both immigration and defence

Labor leade rs invoked the worst fears

and most backward elements present in

the working class movement, Class
Interests were made to appear compliment=
ary to "national interests” and "nationd
interests" 1o Imperial interests, The

CONTINUED NEXT PAGE
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8 Al dround this

oy Mr, Nixon"
jaz the' Sydney Moming
':wﬂigoul]l:i haye been forgiven
Onr;was.a misprint, surely
g ﬂmﬂld" could ﬂ:tnd rtﬂliw
# B in such a way. But it wasn't
@ it {ntroduced an article by
ted from the London

ralri ) t’
%ﬁﬂ theory is that the

orth Vietnamese are all out

i ident Nixon in order to
i M.amijm like they did to A
JM- in 1968, The N““"-Viﬁﬁi:mase
anytime they e says
:”Id e F;:sitdﬂu t want it< they
pered; B S neration of communists,
:,gp:' m;d t0 accept all the political
» ces of the nuclear stand-off
ue:;lbn United States and the
et ﬂ:]niun. . . With the Chinese now
o 3 {o emerge from self-imposed
Jdation, the North Vietnamese can
el ls the new international Maoists
je sc£ ;d to wars of national liberation

e anent world reyolution," . . .
t!

o the little devils are throw-
) gm: s der Mr. Nixon's bombs

lves un
];‘EWH“E the President a bad name,

HEY'RE EVERYWHERE -
isother interesting point about Heren's -

: 25'the comment on the "self-
ﬁdwhnhﬁnn*' of China - does

] &t make the long standing refusal of

ted States and many other capit-
1 zr.usnmmanu to recognise China
| Pr[ﬂf the Communist conspiracy?

UGH ACTION
wllowing a leakage of between 600 and

: # 1 000 tons of naphtha liquid from a

 eline between the Silverwater Shell
Eery and the nearby Australian Gas
light Plant which turned a Sydrey swamp
t bomb, NSW Minister for
Evironment Control Beale decided to

gt tough, He said that the state govern-
sent wonld consider prosecuting the

. | smpanies involved and that from now

@ the government would insist on the

| |istalladon of the best available "fail

| | ufe” equipment to prevent a recurrence.
Tt should defuse the issue umtil people
irget about Shell's and AGL's little
mistake and the matter can be safely
gelved by the government,

RSL WANTS INQUIRY ON BURCHETT

The NSW Returned Services League,
lollowing the new Labor government's

' | decision to return an A ustralian passport
| 0 left wing journalist Wilfred Burchett

|| 33 called for a government inquiry

mto allegations against Burchett. RSL
Sate president Colin Hines said: "He

be given a chance to clear his
uame®, Strangely, the RSL was not so
rocal about Burchett's rights three years
‘g0 when Burchett himself called for

B Inquiry into his activities and the
reasons behind the Liberal government's
®lusal to issue him with a new passport

lter his original passport had been
| noley,

|
s
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i"’“"gﬂlf that arose inside the ALP over

:T“d‘ questions of war and peace were

-' ; {:‘;:‘u‘!ﬂ“‘ the pressures building up

: Briiey 10m to \:G{HcriptiGn — an lgsue
Was 1o split the party in 1917,

THE RISE OF SYNDICALISM

i
Iime two influences

‘Rerged ‘
hoxt Edj" u“'-‘l rade union movement —
Sre fyndicalise

- : Ope currdnts, ong
?E:_?“éfd by the English r‘ﬂ{hlisl."l'-.'lrn
h'-""'j:«!li;: '[ME‘” by the strongly anarcho-
<Jay ndistrial Workers of the

orld (W), ! Vorkers of the

iy "LP’S mos

Yy opoly of working cluss

oo ol ing cli
r?.;::f:lﬁ PEpoinied two distinet

riad M Australian socialists in the

L b"lml.' the

st 11 Qutbreak of the First

Oms il 1 Some, such as the TWW
‘;,_\.___Wi'“l} :!'-lgnm d the ALP as a
B tgy m-L! ’_” party, but then procecded
e lﬂné n'l"'r from the ALP .ll[ugcthu r.. In
PR iy H}:‘M groups who tried to
®ivioy were condemned to

Okt 1 i
" w;ﬁ;‘;“ Of the Chicago- line TWW

% his ywhen he explained that the
Lihor P*I-‘J 1|-"~"-';ﬂ' ':-“:u: cltarian campalgn
L Hed 1he "LIP AL n.-'c-rhurx who .
Doige 4 a5 bona fide were ant-

lp.l:’.].‘ll

gldlful and determined peace forced to meet the

NSW UNIVERSITIES FEE RisE

Fees at all NSW universiti
increased when the et i

begins in early March.
Syi:: Y rch, The rise at

academic year

ey University will be about 17 per

cent bringing compulsory fees there to

$632 for a first year student, Both State

and Federal governments have refused

the financial aid to the universities

which would enable them to avoid the

fee rises, So individual students are

costs of training the
skilled workers which the soci ;
R e ety increas-

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT REFUSES TO

INTERVENE AGAINST DESTRU
OF LAKE PEDDER 2o

According to a recent anmbun r
Tasmanian Premier Reece-thecf:T;?':i:g.
wealth government hag decided not to
launch an inquiry into the Gordon River
power scheme which involves the inund-
ation of Lake Pedder in central Tasmania,
The Commonwealth's refusal to intervene
means that the scheme will proceed
regardless of the fact that Lake Pedder
contains at least 16 plant and animal

species which are found nowhere else in
the world,

BUREAUCRATS DISCOVER NEW
VIRTUES IN MARRIAGE

Recently the Supreme Court of the
Soviet Union reversed the decision of the
lower Ryzan Court and revoked novelist
and political oppositionist Alexandr
Solzhenitsyn's divorce from his first
wife. The decision may have stemmed
from the Soviet bureaucrats' desire to
ma intain respect for the virtues of fam-
ily life and the sacred institution of
marriage, but more likely it is an
attempt to prevent Solzhenitsyn from
marrying a Moscow resident and thus
winning the right to live there, At
present Solzhenitsyn is not permitted to
live in Moscow because he does not
have the necessary residence permit,

Alexandr Solzhenitsyn

Other socialists took the view of Tom
Mann and made some sort of attempt 1o
concretely relate to the ALP, Mann was
a former secretary of the Indepcnda?nt
Labor Party, a forerunper of the British
Labor Party, and had been brought out
to Australia by the ALP to work as an
aniser at
ﬁ\'ai under Mann's influence that the
Victorian branch of the Labor F‘:rr}rthe
adopted what came o be koown as
nsocialist objective”, In reality this
concept was fairly remote
Nan.;:t]lielcss Mann made it clear that any
attempt to ignore the ALP altogether was
ndoctring ire, exclusive, ;
.o l:q:cunpam'tively useless and perhaps
mischievous, " (8) 3
i e f the TWW
Mann's influence, like that o ‘
was short-lived, Yet in the brief period

list ideas had a remark-
1510218 bR he workers' moyement,

able influence on t
The influence a: syn s
height when an impork
outgin Brisbaune during the ope
of 1912,

THE BRISBANE GENERAL STRIKE

dlca";ﬂﬁ was al its
nt dispute broke
ning months

nfrontation between the
?mdimrfr;tige Quecmland S’wrmn;ﬂ; and
the workers push;:: the Am b%:’izfﬂmp-
front of what was
::i;:eh:ienct of a workers' mass moyement

MARCOS BRINGS IX '
MARCOS BRINGS DOWN MORE

the Trades Hall in Melboume,

¢ from socialism,

pedantic, NAmow

Over the past few weeks Philippine
dictator Ferdinand Marcos hnipznnn.unced
lewnﬁl reforms to speed the development
of his "new society”, one of these was
to declare rumour mongering punishable
In the same category as subversive
propaganda, another was to order the
execution by firing squad of a 52 year
old Chinese convicted of drug trafficking,
The execution order really opens up
new vistas for the Philippines - it is the
first time in modern history that exec-
ution by firing squad has been ordered
in that country, Marcos commented to
::Ihe press that he had tried to have a
smiling martial law" in keeping with
the humane character of his administ-
ration,

—

DON'T WORRY, THERE'
SOME LEFT y RE'S STILL

Melbourne recently saw a long develop-
Ing water supply crisis recognised, with
3 buckets only regime imposed in panic
after months of ineffectual sanctions
against watering of gardens, One won-
ders how many suburban peasants will
recall as their fields wither that through-
out the sixties the Bolte government

and the Board of Works (the latter con-
sisting of metropolitan council members
elected largely on a property franchise)
stalled for five years on implementing
a scheme to boost Melbourne's water
storage capacity, while at the same
time refusing to restrain or even bring
some planning to the wrban sprawl,

The new civilised (post Bolte) Victorian
Liberal government assures people that
within a few years Melbourne will be
drawing water from the lower Thompson
River, nearly seventy miles from the
city. They ignore the fact that the
waters of the Thompson and the other
Gippsland rivers are already heavily
drawn upon by irrigatori and that water
restrictions have also been imposed
there in recent months, Why drawing on
a distant river whose resources are already
strained is preferable to decentralisation
of population the government doesn't
condescend to explain, But how can
they explain anything when the explan-
ation for their behaviour is that they are
frantically trying to patch up some of
the worst problems created by the
anarchic uban growth fostered by cap-
italism?

FIRETRAPS

The Plumbers and Gasfitters Union rec-
ently announced that it considered many
shopping malls across the country to be
unsafe as they have inadequate fire
protection. As a result the union will be
approaching proprietors of such establish-
ments to incorporate adequate safety
features in new buildings and to make
improvements to already existing build-
ings. The union's South Australian
secretary R, J.Giles recently stated that
if proprietors refuse to accept the union's
advice: "We will tell the public which
are the dangerous places. There are an
enormous number of them. " Giles also
gaid that the union was considering
approaching the Shop Assistants Unioa
and the Housewives Association for joint
acton if pecess=ary.

since the party's inception, The strike

followed a refusal by the State to recognise

union rights in public service industries
such as transport,

If the strike did nothing else, it did
illustrate a new consciousness within the

movement as shown by the publication of

a "Strike Bulletin”, . The January 31
edition of the "Bulletin® carried this

remarkable passage :

"The Workers Raise the Flag of Solidarity. . | ¥
First Simultaneous Strike in the World. .. 1o

At 6 o'clock last night the signal was
given to down tools. Brisbane unionists

nobly responded... Superb demonstration

this moming. ... City business ceases. ..
Unparalleled proof of the Solidarity and
Power of Labor . .. Brisbane toilers

class conscious at last,"”

The industrial action was accompanied by

daily processions through the streefs. In
each case demonstrations were led by
state and federal labor MPs, The State
threatened that "this strike must end in
the downfall of socialism," In spite of
its militancy the Brisbane strike ended
in defeat after lasting out five weeks,
The return to work was accompanied
without any real gains. (9)

The Brisbane strike was to be the last

struggle before the im
innaihu; waﬁuding up to 1912 Labor

 ANTHONY DEFENDS TERRORIST

list war,

Country Party leader Doug Ant .
speaking on January 11 said that t

Prime Minister should dismiss Minister
for Utban Development Tom Uren for
his "inexcusable attack on President
Nixon, Uren among other things claimed
that Nixon was waging a "diplomacy of
terror” in Vietnam. Anthony did not
say what should happen to Nixon for
his attack on the people of Vietnam,

Vg

Tom Uren

QUEENSLAND GOVERNMENT'S
VALIANT DEFIANCE OF HISTORY

Local Government minister McKechnie !
stated recently that he would investigate 1
whether there was any way in which I
Queensland's Country Party government }
could ban films approved for screening ifi
by the federal government. McKechnie's g
outburst was provoked by the opening of
the film "Portnoy's Complaint” in

Brisbane, the book of the same is banned
by the god fearing Bjelke-Petersen bl

government,

PIGEONS PREVENTED FROM SHOWING
THEIR AFFRECIATION OF DICK

United States President Nixon has ordered
$13, 000 spent so that the trees lining ;
the official procession route in Washing- |
ton will be free of pigeons on his inaug-
uration day . The trees are being sprayed
with a chemical which will . . | give
the birds a type of hot foot treatment".
The pigeons might not be able to show :
Dick what they think of him but the k
antiwar demonstrators will. .

WHITLAM TO VISIT MASS MURDERER : b

Prime Minister Whitlam has announced
that he will visit Indonesia for four days
in mid February to ensure continuing
good relations with the government of
that country. He did not say whether

he would inquire of President Suharto

i s

as to the fate of the tens of thousands of ' :h*
political prisoners incarcerated without ! ;;';
trial in Indonesian concentration camps
since 19635,
THE EFFICIENCY OF THE i ':r‘
MARKET ECONOMY ¥

- i
In the first week of January half a o

million bananas were dumped at the
Sydney tip in order to keep prices up.

. « « STEVE PAINTER

had made some spectacular gains,
The ALP began its drive into the 20th
Century from a minority position — by '
August 1914 Labor had created a national

party, in office in 3 of the 0 states

and fighting to regain control of Federal

Parliament . They could now look i
forward to becoming the dominant factor . |

in Australian politics.
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JBY GREG ADAMSON

Within the last year, a major change
has occurred in the secondary school
radical movement, This was clearly
seen last September when thousands of
students joined in national protests
against the present education conditions
and treatment of students, For the past
five years, school radicalism has dist-
inguished imself by it unpredictable and
unorganised appearance. Yet the nation-
al action bad supporters in more than a
dozen cities and towns, who united
against the existing education system.
Such coordination represents a2 qualitative
advance for the school movement, and
the national student rights conference is
an aftempt to expand and continue the
student rights campaiga in 1973,

As leading school activists report on the
state of the movement in all major
cities, certain strategic questions will
have to be considered.

MASS ACTION

The enthusiasm of the September 20
demonstration reflected the potential
strength of the school movement, In
the fight for better education and stud-
ent rights this is the greatest weapon of
students, The campaign which mobilises
students is one which foes furthest in
realising this potential, The ability of
large numbers of students to mobilise
against the education system is the
factor which will force the education
departments to make concessions to the
students, and finally raise the question
of the whole nature of education within
this society, There is no substitute for
such action, =

This conclusion stems from an assess—
ment of the school as an institution of
the status quo, a means of reinforcing
the present values and concepts rather
than developing the potentiality of
students, If this conflict is not recognis-
ed, the present education system
appears 1o be for the good of students,
and any changes could be worked out
in discussion with the educational
hierarchies. The continual failure of
Such discussions (which the education
departments always consider "advisory"
rather than binding) reflects the incorrect
premise on which they are based,

In the last four years there have been
radical school which have passed
the "respectable” school limits with
demonstrations, teach-ins and so on,

and those which didn't. While the latter
may have claimed wide support this
completely passive support is useless,

Sunday, 28th  January 1973, will b
ﬁ&n;lvemzy of Den;y's B(’o:dlyu &

On January 30(h Last, British para—comm

; g&nmm’!ﬂcﬂ lhirt'een pe:lc?frui dem- 5

oustrators during an attack on g mass
civil rights procession in Derry.

The murder of this thirtee
* those victims of the Bitish Coonn
| Forces who lave died before or since

_S_l- 1 of a calculated policy of the :
 British goverment to destroy the com- '
- bativity and confidence of the national-
_H.m} an the North of Ireland,
I':lmnns a last desperate
t the corry,

regime ‘:?-stwmanl?l o

lias been suspended,

- But British Séﬂéuiﬂn in Ireland continues,
) lition of Stormont, 'the
by Propaganda service las Attempied

; the British Gaqy Biler., “i:be‘::' 'Whim-
i g.igmlh and impartial m!erézfcud
'!'l.hc reality is very different,

"memhu conflict

w:n! the Teish

i rialisni, supported g

! don. mqte'clric form aﬁj‘l:i‘:vii ::1'1 &
Atempt by Britsin 10 suppress the stggle

! in Ireland is
People and British

Ireland

while the former were able to win
limited victorfes on uniforms and other

school restrictions,

DEMANDS FOR THE MOVEMEN

The present school movement "4']:
'3prrm[;r up around issues which directly
affect students, Those raised so far can
be summarised by two demands: better
education conditions and democratic
rights for secondary students. It is
probable that these will remain central
in any future actions. Each of these
may be subdiyided; and ada pted to
different scheols by emphasis on one
particular aspect. However, no single
demand, such as "end corporal punish-
ment" or "no uniforms" has gained pre-
dominance, As such, the two central
demands will continue to attract the
greatest support from students and
chould be the basis of the national school
campaign ( though of course these need
to be expanded in all publicity to make
them unambiguous).

FORMS OF ORGANISA TION

The organisational form of the campaign
Is dictated by

a previous consideratien,

FREE STU
ETEN

RICHT

= sy

of the nationalist population, and to
':nnais“h‘its vanguard, the Irish ,Republican

What this Jneans is the continuation of
concentration camps, the imprisonment
and torture of thousands of political
prisoness, daily harrassment and mass
u;ti.l:md;no_n of the total Catholic Pop-
‘l.;galwn = highlighted by the situation in °
est Belfast, where over half of the
total male population has been armrested,

FP e
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STUDENTS

s Bloody Sund

An Appeal from Bernadette

A Challenge to the School Movement

that is, what will mobilise the greatest
numbers of students around thelr comm-
on interests? The form which .]ns been
adopted by the Education Action Groups
has been a coalition of those groups and
individuals which can support certain
basic demands, such as student nghl's_
and better conditions of education. This
has proved effective because it means
that the largest possible forces can
combine for the interests of the camp-
aign, even if these separate groups and
individuals have completely differing
attitudes on other political questions.
This is preferable to autonomous groups,
which by having much wider attitudes
would exclude potential support for the
campaign.

NATIONAL COORDINATION

National coordination however, is much
more complicated, In the period leading
up to Septembet 20 this only consisted of
limited commespondence between centres,
However the conference should not try
to artificially create a national organ-
isation with a pational newspaper and
other such ambitious projects. The form
of national coordination most suitable

%)

Sept 20 Demonstration, Sydney

/An

Devlin

questioned, or had their homes raided

h): the British Army, When people u:

éhu arca talk of the British Army of
ccupation, it is no idle sl

the literal l;‘l.IUI. T iy

is as brutally and

Warsaw was under the Nazis,

Andersonstown today
effectively occ upied as

But the pco.p]c have not been cowed, By
demonstrations, by armed struggle, by

rent and rates strikes, §
continued combativity

they display their

niversary

to the various conditlons of
would be a Toose federation !;,;ch
groups, which could publish 5 re
national newsletter, seryi :
coordinating role, 2, o TR

This is oot to diminish g} &5

of national unity in actlc;; iﬂm» |
a valuable lever for uudunju 5 h!. r
national coordination ean ov'e“: oy
downturns in interest which lmee the
different cities from Hime to iy An i
national action shows students that ‘ho,
not the peculiarities of thejr parti g
state school system, but the cnu;:m“
ation system within this society un'dtlc.
they are fighting, .

FUTURE FOR THE CAMPAIGN

The radical secondary stude

has passed through nznemm“;omlfm
organisation. These included student
unions, antiwar groups and people work.
ing around a newspaper (e.g, FOK I
Hobart), The weaknesses of al] q,-pg“,i-
organisations to date resulted inshory

pericds of high activity and long periods

of inactivity for these groups,

The student rights campaign is the Hgb_ ;
exprenion
Proposils

est organisational and political
of the movement to date, The
above for the action, demands and *
structure of the campaign are a COontin-
uation of its present direction; It is yita|
to the campaign that it affirms this 3}
this first national conference of schoal
students, G

At this stage the future of the student
rights campaign cannot be predicted,
However, some things are certain, The
discontent expressed by students in the
streets last September will not gradually.
drift away. This was assured by the mas-
ive involvement of young students, So
the previous tactic used by school-admin-
istrations of dividing the older radical
students and the younger apathetic stud-
ents with minor privileges will no longer
quieten down the school revolt.

The opportunities for students to fight
the oppressive school system - with its
restrictive rules and its pro-wealthy
discrimination - are greater now than
ever before. The conference should
realise and reflect this,

Conference

Sponsored by Education
January 19-21,
Plulosophy: Room, Sydney University.
For more informa tion, contact EAG
P.O, Box A444, Sydney South, 2001
or ring Dennis Gamsey - 425007

Action Group

They must not fight alone, The inter

national anti-imperialist movement must
rally to the defense of the heroic peaple
of Ireland,

The weekend of 27th-28th January 1973
provides an opportunity for a world wide
weekend of activity to focus world att-
ention on this struggle, I appeal Lo all
revolutionary groups, to the student
movement, and to the workers' move-
ment throughout the world 1o organise on
that weckend, in every major city in
1;1;:102: o (i\lls::\‘;:r_;, Australia, Asia and

s Strations, protest meetings,
pickets and other activities, fo demand
the withdrawal of Briish troops fram
Ircland, self determination for the Irish
people, the ending of internment and
release of all Irish

political prisoners,
and to show solid arity with those social-
15t and republican forces struggling agalnst
British imperialism in Ireland,

Demonstrations

Svdney

Sunday, Jan,

Melboﬁrne

Jan 27th,

details ring 6606672

10 a.m.

City Square




