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RY GORDON ADLER

The protraction of the Paris peace talks,

and the temporary cessation of further

meetings has led to increased speculation

regarding the true intentions of the

United States in the negotiations, and to
ism about the outcome

widespread pessim
a;ilrtpmlks.pbl-{mmgtr, stung by press
suggestions that his earlier st tements
concerning agreements with the
Viethamese were no more than an elab-
orate election trick, has tried to place
the blame for the delay in signing the
agreements on the North Vietnamese,

Earlier it was the Saigon regime that was
the stumbling block, Now it is the
liberation forces who are responsible for
the continuation of the war, Everyone

is at fault, it seems, except those who
are continuing to pulverise the country
with their heavy bombers based in Thai-
Jand, Guam, and the U. S, fleet in the

South China Sea.

Kissinger has said that he does not wish
to confront the American people with a
,charade, But the American people can
hardly be blamed if they see his complic-
ated entries and exits from the Paris
talks as a charade, The real questicn at
issue is whether the United States really
intends to withdraw from Indochina, or
whether the peace talks are only a
smokescreen for continued American
aggression, Kissinger is no doubt aware
that he is expendable, and that if the

¢

VIC.INSURA

On Tuesday 12 December the Australian
Insurance Staffs' Federation held a stop-
work meeting, The meeting was evidence
of the fact that this union has at last
come alive; the attendance exceeded
5,000at the Myer Music Bowl, and is an

enormous improyement on the 500 t
1000 that used to turnup, 3

- This meeting was called ori 1
after four months of negotiations and
stalling by the employers, to put the
demand for a 9% increase for the insur-
ance workers in the only authentic way
= industrial action. However, on
Monday 11 the employers made a
"becalming” offer of 7%, The union
leadership said that this offer was in
récognition of the union's new found
capacity, and accordingly advised the

MOVEME

NCE WORKERS
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i ispense with his
for Nixon to dispense with vice
while turning to the Americat pr_cgﬂjp
with an air of sorrowful regret, ‘in e
plea that, after all, he had tried.

The gloom surrounding the future c-f&.h-:
peace talks has had its reflection in the
discussions within th ik
Opinions range from the euphoria of
those who believe that the war 15 OVer
and that the time has come for recons-
truction of the devastated countryside of

Vietnam, to those who think that because

the war has been forgotten by many
people, the antiwar moyement should
seek some other issue on which to focus
its attention, At the most mccnt.general
meeting of the antiwar coalition in
Sydney, those who defended the aims
and tactics of the Noyember 18 action
were accised of blindly following an
outmoded slogan, and raising the

OUT NOW" demand as some mystical
talisman that ought to have long since
been buried,

Those pressing for unconditional with-
drawal of all U, S, military forces have
no cause for regret that they have
refused to be diverted from the main
issue of the war over a period of several
years, Unlike those who have become
easily discouraged by difficulties and
who look around constantly for fsaﬂ;n:
new gimmick, the sup s O

Wit awal Hewmand maﬁe that the
cause of the war is the imperialist
aggression, and that thé war cannot be
ended until U, S, aggression has ceased.
There can be no peace until there has
been a total withdrawal of U,S, forces
without conditions,

If the Communist Party of Australia, the
Worker-Student Alliance, the Commun-
ist League and other groups who so
vehemently attacked the "OUT NOW"
demand barely a month ago were
serious, if they really believed that the
nine point agreement contained the key
to peace in Vietnam, why have they
dropped their proposals for a campaign
around the slogan "SIGN NOW" so
readily? What has happened to the
demand for "solidarity" with the Viet-
namese fighters! Apparently it is
"solidarity” one month, "sign now"
another month, and recognition of the
DRV and the PRG next month!

At the Sydney meeting it was argued

that the victory of the Labor govern-
ment has convinced most people that

the war is over, Since people do not
understand the character of the war, and
have been deprived of access to the truth
it is evidently no longer incumbent upon
us to build a movement aimed at destroy-
ing this myth, bringing the truth home to
the Australian people, and striking a
blow at Nixon's strategy of deception,

If the majority of the Australian people
really have forgotten the existence of

workers to accept the 77 assuring them
that it would work for another 9%
increase in the new year,

Behind these kind of conservative state-
ments and actions by the union leader-
ship lies a fear of the rising worker
militancy which was shown on Tuesday
by at least 40% of the workers who spoke
and voted-against the acceptance of the
770, In fact these workers demanded that
:ﬁ.mim I:nld out for 16%, The wa
now, insurance staff will be m
than 9% behind the bank officers innrrjfc
AEW year as a result of this capitulation
was the reagon the 0% now™ slogaﬁ'
was adopted in the first place, to set
Insurance workers! wages in line

with their fellow
Indintiy, workers in the banking

The most militant section of the ass

€ living memory of many,

ght alongside the masses o
Overnment, Our slo

policies goes on, We think tha

black people, homosge
Ve 1o drastically chan
3 in this iﬂuu’ we

n't the present

g antiwar movement.

f workers for the

gan was "Labor to Power —
1 power, but the fight for

t in order to deal

xuals and students 5 T
ge its thinking, 58 Labior

will have mo

the war, surely this is partly a Ire-ﬂm:t.mn
of the disorientation of the :llltl...wtlf'
movement, The constant 5ca rch ‘{or
new slogans that might have some A
transient currency, the desire to see &
popularity instead of confronting [:Loir[_n e
with the brutal truth, the inability o
many activists in the movemcrtt to
appreciate what s the .:enrr::nl_ IS-SUE oid
the war, of developing a strategy Dase
on this appreciation and putting forward
demands that undermine the capacity of
the aggressor to wage war, has thrown
the antiwar movement into disarray,

To make an analysis of the causes of the

war, to advance demands that, if granted,
would eliminate these causes, and to form-
ulate such demands in a clear and concrete

form that can be readily understood by
wide circles of people, to fight uncom-
promisingly for the acceptance of these
demands by the greatest possible numbers
of people, and to strive for the expression
of these demands in the form of mass
street demonstrations, such is the task of
the antiwar movement,

At the Sydney meeting, the importance
of the withdrawal demand was not denied,
But the submerging of this in a long
resolution in which the main emphasis
was placed on demanding recognition of
the Democratic Republic of Vietmam and
the Provisional Revolutionary Govem-
ment without withdrawal of all support
for the Saigon regime, and the proposal
for the development of a campaign to
compel the Labor govemment to invite
representatives of the DRV to Australia,
shows a very poor and totally unrealistic
conception of either the state of the war

BY GEOFF PAYNE

Cafeteria employees in Brisbane retail
stores decided at a mass meeting on
December 5 to end their 25 day strike,
The 500 women workers accepted their
union officials recommendation to return
to work to allow the State Industrial

- Commissioner to conduct a2 work value

inquiry,

All retail store cafeterias had been closed
since November 10 when cafeteria workers
agreed to strike for the same wages their
fellow shop assistants were gétting. This
would have meant a pay rise of $7, 68,

The Brisbane "Courier Mail" reported on

Friday, December 1: "The Queensland

Retailers Association had not said it was

unsympathetic to a wage increase for

striking cafeteria workers, the association

Eﬁdent (Mr W,R.]. Riddel) said yester-
Y

"If the union were to lodge an application
for a work value assessment with the
State Industrial Commission, the associat-
ion felt sure that the matter could be
quickly and satisfactorily resolved, "

MEETING

embled workers were young pe

workers who had comgfmri ﬂthéce:::;:rdy
Their mood was militant and angry; ;
they were angered at the taunt by the
emplu’yqrs and by the capitulation of -
their union leadership, Young workers
are of course the worst hit; one youn
worker stated how he is meant to i
support himself and his three dependents

g::ms:m a week, This was no isolated

The meeting ended by th

¢ whole 5. 000
g'larching_ down St, Kilda Road intc:
wanston Street, then into Collins Street,

and marching right up to their offices,
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Four days lafer the strikers didase

such an idea. However, hot
whole course of the strike the m
women had rejected P’W’&ﬁ
and had organised leafletting aad s
through the city. On Friday, Desste!
more than 100 Miscellaneous Wokes
Union members, employed in ﬁ"ﬁ
department stores, pledged thefr oo §
for the strike, L F

With the promise of solidarity scis
forthcoming from a section of ot ms
store employees, the position of e
women was particularly What
then could have transpired that iskest
the women strikers to accept the b
proposals? ¥,

"The Courier Mail" of Tuesday,
December 5, the day the womes &
to return to work, reported: "I
observers say it is almost certais st
union officials at this moming's s
will recommend 2 return to wok
tomorrow,

"It is understood that a retum tS¥
would be on the basis of a Sate s
Commission work value inqlﬁ![.i!
made into the women's claiﬂ-i!':_'.'_

""Talks were held between it
employer officials last Friday;
Trades and Labour Council -
Committee has intervened in SeS=

'"Yesterday, Industrial € :
G,W, Pont called the parties &

in private conference to heard S
latest developments," &

What guarantees if any, Wer® EZH
these meetings is not cmg:.ﬂ -
the union officials have bd .
because they did not want 19 ¥ 20
trouble for the new Labot hait
Could the employers feel t? it
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BY JOHN COMPTON

1972 has been a year of steadily increas-
ing attacks on the democratic rights

and conditions of teachers around the
comtry. The omens for 1973 are clear:
teachers will have to unite and fight for
their right to speak out as citizens and to
hold dissident political views for the

right to adopt humane and creative educ-

ational attitudes and positive approaches
towards students, for protection from
arbitrary and discriminatory Education
Department actions, and for the right to
organise themselves against bureaucratic
repression and rotten conditions in the
schools.

There can be not the slightest doubt from
the experience of the last few months that
Liberal governments and their Education
Departments are going onto the full off-
ensive against teachers in an attempt to
con them into silence and passivity. The
recent history of teacher unions in a
number of states has been a turbulent one
and the authorities clearly feel the time
is ripe for a showdown. In a situation

like that existing over the last few years,
when a drastic shortage of applicants for
teaching positions existed and there were
strong teacher movements around condit-
ions and professional action , Departments'
room for manoeuvre was lessened. Now
in a general situation of high unemploy-
ment there are increasing numbers of
graduates and others seeking teaching
jobs. This merely brings the Australian
situation more into line internationally,
where high teacher unemployment is
normal,

Now there are more Australian applicants
for teaching positions, but at the same
time Liberal state governments in NSW
ind Victoria are actually cutting down

o the rate of increase of jobs avallable,
The NSW State Public Service Board has
recently announced plans to increase the
full-time teaching force for 1973 by only
611 - from 37,239 at June 30 1972 to
37,950 next June. ("The Australian",
December 14 1972) As the NSW Teachers'
Federation secretary Ivor Lancaster pointed
out, this cutback, imposed by the State

Treasury, will result in considerable teacher

memployment, He went on: "In the in-
fants and primary sphere things will be
;‘E!‘f tough., The board plans to haye only
0,000 teachers in June for these pupils -
7 more than this year, although infants
:md primary enrolments will rise by at
€ast 1000." "Casual" ( or "temporary")
tl;ac}hers will bear the brunt of the cut-
cks,
Similarly, while no figures have been
ihndunced, it a ppears that there may well
m_}fﬂthcr unemployment in Victoria in
#73. Student teachers who are not bonded
Ve been warned that they may not get
resil :_n.'xt year despite continued high
EFQE_;AHGH rates and high actual teacher
-'u.irrr: ges in the schools, But Llberal Party
Inistrations and Education Department
[r’;ﬁ&aucmu are uninterested in teachers or
b e n“,‘:df of students, particularly
T €nts in inner suburban and working
T—‘- dreas, All they know is that in a
Eﬁ‘l'bﬂd ?i general recession economic
arca:ch« must come about in socialised
rﬂn[;]:‘? h as education as a means O
! Tcing the employers' offensive
a}gl '8t community living standards gener-
onj’:l Unemployment for teachers, attacks
e :‘iﬂkhﬂ unfons and poorer canchtiuns
% udents are part of the "package deal"
g¢neral unemployment, inflation and

a0t~ ynion policies in the society as a whole an 8
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Al the same time, the authorities are
trying to destroy teacher militancy and
remove dissenting ideas from the schools
by attacking the unions as well as select-
ive victimisation of teachers, particularly
“temporaries”, but also "permanents”,

In NSW continued ferment and direct
action by teachers has resglted in threats
to de-register the NSW Teachers' Feder-
ation. In Victoria, a series of incidents
of victimisation have confirmed a pattern
of attack by the Hamer government and
the Educatiun Department against teachers
rights, The latest incidents have included
the Keith Jepson "double jeopardy” case,
the unjust threat of transferral placed on

a teacher at Princes Hill High School,
and the case of the victimisation of 2
militants of the TTAV at Lilydale Tech-
nical School, Most recently, a woman
teacher at Fitoy High School has been
given the sack over an article she wrote
on "bisexuality” in the magazine "Digger’)
even though no specific charge has been
brought against her.

In each case a direct political attack has
been made on dissenting views or behav-
iour and on the right to organise or speak
out about injustices in education. In the

case of Keith Jepson, a technical teacher,

he was fined $200 by a Magistrate's
Court for "possession of marijuana". The
Teachers' Tribunal then took it upon
itself to fine him a further $200 and
suspend him from teaching - so that the
total extra loss of income amounted to
more than $800, A joint protest meeling
on Novemter 23 organised by the TTAV
and: VSTA heard George Lees and Geoff
Reid, Presidents of the 2 unions, support
a call for a major campaign by the two
associations for dc.mnc:;tic rights im-f
teachers, for fair edures in case ©
transfer o dismisg?f for the right to
speak out on political issues, and for an
end to secret reports and secret files,

An incredible, archalc situation remains
in the Victorian Teaching Service regul-
ations where teachers are without any
right to free speech at all, and subject to
the whims of all higher authorities. They
must "pay proper deference and respect
to all seniors” and "obey promptly all

BY 'ALBAN JOHNSON

Vhen the Tasmanian Labor Youth state
::ecutive met in Hobart on Sunday,
December3, the main topic for discussion
was the ALP state executive meeting to
be held the next day - for the wbcfrle
question of Labor Youth held mrDan
June this year (see DIRECT AC’I'Id
Nos, 23 and 26) was to be decided.

nd
meeting has been held, a
the result has caused a bif stir in hl:?d
party circles. The special meeting
on Monday moroing {4,’12.4'?2} ﬂ‘h’l
remier Eric Reece ?abvr?gc;e?:::; to
ffect that the L n
el charers withdravn, 11 LY, S0
to the 1
:: git.l':e?nactlﬁty and withdrawing of

r be nted
charters, and ﬂﬂt‘;rﬂﬁzmmaﬂm 5

Now, this

an
e That was to be the end
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lawful instructions, " Also: "in order that
all officers may be enabled to render
loyal and efficient service to the State

. « « « (0O persons employed by the
Public Service including the Education
Department). . .
ent on the administration of any depart-
ment, ., . ," Again. ., . . "the Educat-
ion Department has consistently required
that teachers should ayoid comment upon
controversial political issues or upon
"eligious matters in the course of their
ceaching." Failure to obey these regula-
tions can lead to a fine, transferral or
the sack.

Speakers from other Public Service unions,
including the ABC stressed at the meeting

that the fight for democracy must be one
involving all government employees,
Many have pinned their hopes on a Fed-
eral Labor government introducing a
Bill of Rights, including a Teachers'
Bill of Rights. This is a real possibility,
but can only be made effective, as with
any other "legal" protection of popular
rights by a united, mass campaign to
enforce these rights on reluctant author-
ities,

Apother recent case was that of a woman
teacher at Princes Hill High School who
has been transferred to another school,
despite ¢lear injustice in the handling
of the sitvation by the Department and

a strike of some weeks by 40 teachers

at the school, Princes Hill teachers
moved very quickly and solidly to back
up their colleague. They spoke to more
than 30 VSTA school branch meetings
and received a good deal of support.
Importantly, the VSTA leadership was
more active in intervening, and a
positive result has been joint action with
the TTAV (with talk of federation).
More and more teachers are beginning
to realise the seriousness of the situation

and the need for strong and united action.
A VSTA stop-work meeting on December

4 became an organising prelude to a
mass stop-work rally at the Myer Music
Bowl on December 6 called jointly by
the VSTA and TTAV. At both meetings
motions were passed unanimously con-
demning the actions of the department

The afternoon session of the State exec-
utive meeting then proceeded to discuss

a resolution from the Lutana branch that

Richard Mulcahy's activity be investig-

ted for possible damage to the party.
i.t is important to note that nowhere did

the resolution s st that Mulcahy
(Labor Youth State President) be brought

before the next state executive meeting
to show cause as to why he "should not
be expelled from the ALP." A point of
order was raised to the effect that this
was an infringement of ALP rules, but
this was dismissed by the chairperson;

Mwe've broken many rules, and it won't

matter if we do it again."” An amend-
ment asking that the executive interview
Richard Mulcahy was lost indicating the
frantic haste with which the right-wing
is attempting
and the left wing of the ALP,

Since then the ALP Federal Secretary,
Mick "1"1:1»1-.“1%l has flown to Hobart to
L

“clear up
it is clear from the statement issued

to destroy Labor Youth

e whole matter. However,

. shall publicly comm-

1 '-":ﬁ,\ &

. O e

in the Princes Hill and the
Technical School cases.
At Lilydale, two leading militants in
the TTAV branch, (actually union off-
icers), were arbitrarily transferred to
another school on blatantly political
grounds, They had previously been
active in a campaign to improve sanitary
:I;-:iiﬂt:lm ;t the school, and were at

ead of 2 campalgn against po
teaching candltlonf:a aﬂ uﬁrcrmm
at the school. (In 1973 80, of classes
will be in "portable"” classrooms, )
Action by a small cabal of conservatives
in the totally unrepresentative school
council and the parents' organisation
resulted in their transfer, The injustice
of this was further demonstrated by the
fact that a broad meeting of parents
later backed the two teachers.

The Myer Music Bowl meeting was the
first joint meeting there since the penal
regulations victory of 1971, It was a
good meeting, and completely united

in calling for strong action by the two
union executives. An important new
development was the resolutions of supp-
ort delivered by other industrial unions
and the address by John Halfpenny of the
Amalgated Metalworkers Union, The
positive response of teachers to this
support reflects the teachers' greater
realisation of their common needs as
working people with other sectors of the
working class, The loud applause which
followed the assertion that no union
could countenance attacks on its shop
stewards or on its members signified

the growing broadly based feeling among
teachers that the time has come to make
a stand and that the Department's off-
ensive must be tumed back.

This campaign could well become a
major, if not central focus, of the 1973
state elections in Victoria. Teachers
have combined to throw out a reactionary
state government before (i.e. the Dunstan
regime in 1945,) . They can do it agdin
in 1973 as part of a general movement
against Hamer's big business government,
This can happen if the campaign for
teachers' rights and educational demo-
cracy becomes a broad and mass based
struggle involving grass roots activity on
all levels among teachers, parents and
students, A proposal moved by "Teacher
Action" speakers at the December 4
VSTA meeting, and passed unanimously,
called for an open committee of all
people interested in organising the broad-
est possible support for the campaign.
Feeling among teachers is clearly grow-
ing stronger on this issue., The beginning
of the school year 1973 must be met

with vigorous action around the present
cases and possibly 200 other cases in
which secret reports possibly recommend-
ing transfer or dismissal have been sub-
mitted.

The campaign must also focus on press-
uring the ALP both at federal and state
levels to take strong stands on these issues,
[t is going to take more than a schools
commission composed almost entirely

of high educational administrators, as
Labor has just set up, to solve the deep
crisis of education in this country.
Already the composition of the commiss-
ion has drawn strong fire from teacher
unions and parents organisations for
being "out of touch" and not responsive
to the real needs and aspirations of
students, parents, teachers, A broad
campaign, focussed initially around
teachers' democratic rights, and drawing
attention to the communities interest

in a democratised education and the
need for massive redistribution of resources
to combat class based inequalities can
build real alternatives to present Labor
perspectives and place them before many
thousands of people for the first time.

__—_——————__‘_—_—-

OR YOUTH DISBANDED

Labor Youth,

after he had met with members of the
State Exécutive that the federal inter-
vention some have called for would not
represent a forward step, A joint Senator
Bamard - Mick Young communique stated
that: "A new constitution for Labor
Youth will be prepared as quickly as
possible for presentation to the ALP

State Conference in March 1873, . . .
Representatives from the Labor Youth
movement will be invited to participate
in drawing up the new constitution. "
("Mercury", 14,'12/72)

The State Executive has now paused
until December 18 when it will consider
Mulcahy's testimony as to why he should
not be expelled from the party. Social-
ists in the ALP must now organise supp-
ort amongst ALP members and supposters
in defence of the right of socialists to
organise and be members of the ALP.
The head of this cam must
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 of sex of the workers,

the first time in ten years the

i?l;iumlon Commissitén has rc{useid to
grant any wage increase in a National
Wage Case, Inflation, galloping at

an annual rate of about 7% (according
o government i 5)
:nngi:i by no incf;:-:c in 1971 and a
§2. 00 increase in May of this year.

The Australian Council of Trade Unions
(ACTU) presented uncontested evidence

clearly showing that workers' wages
since the 1970 wage case have been
eroded by the bosses' ability to raise
their prices without restraint.

The ACTU asked for an across the board
rise of §12, 10 as well as a rise of §13,80

in the minimum wage taking it from
$51, 20 to $65, 00.

In what seems certain to receive the

1972 trophy for warped logic the learned

gentlemen of the Commission said:

"We are aware that there was no gl:neral

increase flowing from a national wage
case last year,

vBut that fact cannot of itself justify
the granting of two national wage
increases this year,

"Some exceptional or unexpected
circumstances would be required to
warrant alteration of the (May) 1972
wage decision during the period of its
operation,

“No such exceptional or unexpected
circumstances have been shown,

"In broad terms, the case presented by
the unions bore a close resemblance
to other national wage cases except
that some arguments were developed
in much less detail,

"We are, therefore, not persuaded to
increase wages generally again this
year, "

Not persuaded indeed. Nothing shows
the blatant class bias of the Commission
better than their own words. Not having
awarded any increase in '71 they feel

‘§ 0o need to compensate workers for the
lack of any award, Apparently the
principle of baving a national wage
case every year stops short of having an
J average of one wage case every year, It
has not occurred to the well paid judges
that the case they heard in May was in

J fact the delayed 1971 Wage Case,

The commission in its infinite wisdom

{§ comectly observed that the second case

J they heard this year bore some resem-
|§ blance to the first one, They should be
‘the last people to be surprised at this
‘marvellous wonder, After all it was the

| Arbitration Commission which awarded
| the piddling sum of two whole dollars

| PO

- BY MARGARET McHUGH
‘The

he decision on the Equal Pay case

- handed down by the Commonwealth
- Arbitration Commission on Friday,
- December 14 can be regarded as a
- partial victory for working women, It
- Accepts the principle that women should

receive equal pay and should not be
discriminated against on the t:;ni.: of

§ The decision of the Commission as well
. asbeing a partial victory for women was

‘also a positive step by the ALP o
~ ment to eliminate Wﬁﬂ;mn

tion in wages on the

: o Rates should be
o8 the basis of equal pay for york

HT ROBBER

has been accom-

icant number of
Now a rate will be
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J Re for ransmission
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: lu:?}r: 139 St nhgi:.d, Glebe, 2037,
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Il workers, Did they expect this
:aagni.ﬂccnt sum to change r.he' pligbi :
of Australian workers? Did they e:u!:-e
two dollars to increase the wmkcrjs 2
standard of living so much as to ¢ 1;; ge
the basis of the ACTU's submission

Maybe on their salaries the judges
simply don't know.

The incredible decision of the Comm-
{ssion wasn't predicted by any of the
commentators, Following a pitiful Efse
earlier this year they ex?ccted a raise
of similar magnitude. With working
class confidence at its penk.,_fﬂllcrwmg
the ALP victory, the possibility ofa
reserved judgement wam't_wen consider-
ed. The Sydney "Daily Mirror front
page story printed just before the court
decision was released gives a classic
example of how wrong such predictions
turned out to be.

The latest judgement is a part of an
international assault on the workers'
standard of living. Deteriorating econ-
omic conditions- the end of the long
capitalist boom - have forced employers

ir offensive. A wage Ir;cm
itish an
been imposed on both Br
Eﬂicrican \‘-‘El‘kl:l'ﬁ. Now a simlilar freeze
{s being imposed on Australian workers,

Only here the arbitration court is being

used for the purpose, No one can deny

that wages are .
behind prices. The wage freeze is on now"

to launch the

e workers were being robbed in
t‘;\:lcgl: q:il;iyllght of their rightiul glz:.i:u
where were the workers' "leaders’i
Where was Bob Hawke, what was John
Halfpenny saying, and most interestingly
where was that uhiﬂuimu,s defender of
workers! rights, including the right to
be gaoled for demanding wn?c 111crcns.:.si
where was our new Minister for Industria
Relations - where was Clyde Cameron?

Well, Cameron was 'disa ppoiute,d:'..
Hawke said, "being charitable this is

2 most unfortunate move”, J. Halfpenny,
Victorlan Secretary of the Amalgamated
Metal Workers Union was disgusted at

the decision. "It leaves metal workers
with no altemative but to pursue their
claims for an adequate wage outside the

of equal value, Secondly where only
women were employed the rate should be
determined with regard to workers in
:ﬂmpva.rab}e fields, Thirdly, that the
concept of equal sho i
as q‘lligtklf “qm;:;ly i s phend
In relation to the first point mentioned
above in the government's submission,
}he commission ruled that award rates

or all work should be considered without
regard to the sex of the employee, That

women should ha
of equal value, ve equal pay for work

This is a significant broadenin of th

1969 judgement which entitle wmfn

to equal pay only in jobs where a signif-
men were also employed,

determined ;
value basis for an uccupatiﬂnal?uau;g:k
classification regardless of sex,

: Y were employed

the Commission sta
necessary to tak bt i s
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?f work value between female classificat-
ions within the award and/or cOmparisons
of work value between female classificat-

ions in different awards, In SOme cases

comparisons with male classifications in

other awards may be necessary, "

The Commission further stated that rates
in all awards of the Commission and all

determinations under the Publj
Arbitration Act should havcu?:l:::ns?f::se
by 30 June, 1975, Implementation
should take place by three equal instal-
ments so that one-tEird of any increase

;sggayable no later than December 31,

3
30, 1
i 5.5?4 and the balance by fune 30,

[t would be fair to say i
y that this last
ruling is made solely in favour -:'-; the

emplc‘-}:eﬁ, without a thought for women.

Even the grantin i

‘ g of equal pay - d=
lately would not be aniug}lpd} e
ate for all the hours that WO

| men have
worked on female rates,

=3 Glebe 2037, Ph 66066
; 72
ey St,, Carlton 3053, Ph

»y Adelajde 5000, 3473507

Spring Hill 4000,
Connor, Ph 862760
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Youth Alliance

falling further and further

If of the remainder by September

to cCompens-

press for money doesn't €

Arbitration Comm o
otiation with the e‘:::;n: _

The AMWU :

such wages ﬂ}:&n:liﬂllél:ec&nu ;
Oil industry workers and .'r
make the prospects rather d'.
the strong may do wel] aud'
and leaderless can g0 to th,g
trying to reach a &
Lndjv%dual bm:.pd“m b

The commission deliberata)y,
to help strengthen the uniogy
in any clash with the mjjy
file, Annoum:ing its decigf
before the holiday period :&.
quash any militant actlog

Meanwhile the ACTU s v
no action to try to “ﬂalhg:im' .
the Arbitration Commission
unions like the Shop 4;
the Vehicle Builders Unjon ma? .

action but it is going to

The Arbitration Commission's shas.
ruling appears in a diﬂere.:::
}mder the ntel';-r ALP
onger can the bureaucr

ALP victory at the end cfu u:l L
Labor is in office, There isnuﬂ
need to put down militancy fop
of an ALP victory, The Socialis
League and the Socialist Youth
have fought for a Labor victory,
have pointed out before, workers
les shouldn't be suﬁjnch&d to limit
{c:.me sake of electoral '.ri Ig
insincerity of the union bureancrsy
argued otherwise is being brought ;
the np;;l?yltheir inactivity and rees
aroun 5 latest empl ! atta &iﬁ
election of a Labor Al e
been sufficient to defend the wokest
standards of living . B

Some of the onus for the robbery mis.
unately must be placed on ﬂt:r:uﬁ
government. The ALP, which recpesed
the Equal Pay case didn't makeg
counter submission to the one presad

by the previous Liberal A
can be expected the Mcﬁ:hon Even-
ment supported the employers' posits
against any rises, L

Labor must adopt policies which recog-
nise the fact that wages should nothe
fixed by class biased judges - they
should be based on collective bargais-
.i.nﬁ between employers and employees.
All such agreement have tocamya =
clause granting automatic wage i.llﬂ'&
with changes in a meaningful cost =
of living index to be kept by &aﬂmk

Even though, overall the de
Commonwealth Arbitration COmE
is fayourable to women, itAlsoss
plenty of leeway for the empiGy=s
manocuyre in, The "Sydney ARES
Herald" editorial of Decemberie s
comments "Fortunately the Co==

judgement allows for a
element of flexibility". S
that there is plenty of potentidl S5«
employers to backtrack claiim=e S
there is no common work value S
and females in certain l.nﬂﬁﬂﬂﬁ' {

‘J.-: ] I__

Even though the equal pay GEGS=
repmscntsﬂ: partial victory for ¥i
the new gains are yet to be
The ﬂmpﬁ:yers will do all in B
to roll back the decision in o e
continue the superex loitation % &
workers, The only defence lF--r,._,;.
remains the willingness ﬂfm';'
workers to act in a determ belt
united manner in defence of th %,r

interests, A

D)
DIRECT ACTION's §2000 Fund e
gone over the top. Wé h-:lW '
$2068 — and some more 18 ¥
To all our friends and supparters
made this result P*:’ﬂim':"|= D 5
sends revolutionary ﬂﬂn}mt[ﬂcr.
of this driye has enabled Dnﬂ y o
1o equip its new pmmiiﬂ 4
most pressing debts. We can
the new year with ¢
the need of the rcvﬂluﬂ‘m“’;’wr :

going to be pressed for fun und dri)
unti]l the revolution, 59 g
not, any and all donations

decisions being La

Jyery cla .’Lrl}' .

ears of Liberal conservative rule

23
A““m ow weeks of Labor rule has

geen quite a clmnie. The number of

en by the Whitlam-

mard government was g0 large that by
ﬂ; ,a,;gﬁd week most newspapers carried
new

eial column devoted to
;;I:mlﬂenl'i actions,

Many of these actions were around issues
on which there had been mass upsurges
during the last few years — Vietnam,
conscription, black rights, South African
g tours and §0 o:;.i Thl:ffac:ht::at
LP victory was a victory ior
“m]s_ng class and 1ts allies-is demonstrated
Labor expressed the hopes
of thousands whose political conscious-
ness had been awakened by many diverse
in recent years, and Whitlam's

initial reforms are a clear response to
{he mass movements that developed on

those issues.

Whitlam's first decision was to assume
office immediately, his new two-man

mment taking over on Tuesday,
December 3. This allowed several

ises made during the election
campaign to be acted upon and didn't
allow the capitalist party an extra fort-
night of rule as was the case in New .

Zealand.

Australian workers got some immediate
benefits from dumping the Liberals. The
call up was ended after 30 minutes of
labor government the government
intervened in the equal pay case, the
sales tax on contraceptives was dropped
and they were placed on the pharmac-
eutical benefits list, South African
sporting teams were banned from the
country, Wilfred Burchett's passport was .
retuned, steps were taken to preserve
aboriginal culture and land rights etc.
Maost of these measures can be classified
as progressive, and in implementing some
of them the current leadership of the

ALP has eammed the wrath and anger of
the bourgeoisie.

First and foremost were the Viemam war
and conscription, The last token measure
of Australian support for the war against
the people of Indochina is gone, If and
when Nixon reescalates the war he will
not have any Australian support. The
releas= of conscripts, draft resisters,
people in army gaols and soldiers gone
AWL have been strongly welcomed by the
Australian workers, On the other hand
those sections of the bourgeoisie opposed
to Labor's election, typified by the
"Sydney Momning Herald" bitterly attacked
these measures, They were probably
right in suggesting that army morale

{i.e. army brass morale), will go down
with the release of those people who
broke army regulations — such regulations
will never be able to be enforced again

to the same extent.

Australia's foreign policy, for 23 years
one of the most reactionary in the

world, can no longer be counted upon

to keep this record, The new govem-
ment measures against the white suprem-
acist government of Rhodesia shows a
ll. ificant difference between Labor and
Liberal policies, as do the measures
banning any racially selected sporting
teams from South Africa, Unfortunately,
Whitlam's progressive measures have
been accompanied by a reassurance
given to the racist government in Pretoria
that trade between South Africa and
Awstralia lsn't going to be affected.

A major aspect of the new foreign policy
concerned China, The Australian Ambas-
s:ldim has already been withdrawn from
Taiwan, Once again, trade with the
553“2 Kai Chek gang isn't going to

se,

Uﬂiﬂrlunutc.ln_.- Australia's recognition of
People's Republic as the sole legiti-
Mate government of China isn't going
to be carried through to Vietnam. Labor
Is S‘till.rucﬂgn[.f,ing the puppet government
ofi Thieu, It is absolutely inconsistent
o recognise the Peking government with-
Out recognising the Provisional Revolut-
1onary Govemment of south Viemam and
uhHED‘-'_i'rn_nw nt of the Democratic Rep-
€ of Vietham in Hanol,

One GI. the most controversial actions of
mf:“il'ﬂm power has been the decision to
Ct wage gains to those who are mem-

4 ™ of unions, The controversy didn't
“iut In the workers movement, It was
cl‘zﬂted to the mouthpieces of the ruling
wﬁxes.' hey regard itas"infringing the
2 (Brs < ivil liberties". The principle
ﬂ;i*_ﬂcml Which this decision is based is

Ply that those who are not members

of a union should not benef;

fought for by the union, Sm:hm ﬁ}m

Ways support the closed ¢

; ntflut all job sites be
y 91 course, the only wa

dallllmm can be wnn.?All‘;h‘:og?:cﬁm

to "compulsory unionism™ should be

seen for what they really are - attempts

1o weaken the power of the unions which

are the workers' most elementary and

bt::ii:::;r nisation for the defence of

y and dem-
unionised. That

t$ and conditions,

On the home front most of the 2 -
ments concerned health, urban ::::l’-:a‘;
ment and transport, The universal
health scheme is going to be full imp-
lemented in about one and a lultr
time. For the moment Labor is full of
fighting words., On December 17 Peter

years

reported in the "Sunday Tele-

graph" ' The Labor Government has made
plans to smash any doctors' revolt against
the Government's proposed national
health scheme. If the doctors refuse to
cooperate the government intends to
retaliate by setting up large numbers of
free health centres,” The health scheme
is going to force a showdown which is
not going to be limited to that implacable
enemy of socialised medicine - the
Australian Medical Association, A more

BY GRAHAM TUEBLNHAUER

The majority of Australian workers
probably regarded the election of a
Labor government as the solution to
their problems - inflation, unemploy-
ment, bad working conditions. How-

ever, the Australian Builders and Const-

ructions Workers Federation strike in
Adelaide shows that the election of the
Labor Government does not mean an
end to the employers' onslaught. In
fact the bourgeoisie who supported the
ALP hope to capitalise on the unswerv-
ing allegience which the workers +haw1
to the ALP and to use the right-wing
Labor officials to dnmtﬂm E{ny \:e-arlqng
class upsurge against the oliensive.
The bdﬁge%is:ieg would find it harder to
carry out this type of policy with the
Liberals in power, as workers clearly
{dentify McMahon and his cohorts as

the open party of big business,

o dispute between the ABCWF and
:hdﬁntisg Temmazo andﬂimim?ﬁ‘on;ﬁt}'.

d, ori ted over atter's
2; non- E:?:n labour, After the union
organised a picket of a job site of
Adriatic Terrazo, a Supreme Court

unction was served on Les Robinson
and Ron Owens , secrela and or
for the ABCWF respe ctively, restra 4

them from interfering with or threaten-

business of Adriatic Termamo
ﬁglnﬂ;fldng breaches of the company's
contracts. The ABCWEF continued their

QOwens were
jcketing and Robinson and
E&nt to .&gdelaide Gaol until they &u:;ged

their contempt. Ten days after

isonment on
ﬂfm were released from gaol.

d a recomm
:ﬂg:n: from the Trades and Labour
Council meeting on I-'ridilly 8 De e
to "extricate themselves" from mi'ilm'
and join with the whole trade

endtia rpeci
ttended a

:er:: Court where they IP:I;
disobeying a court order 3
then l‘iﬂﬂdn

= .
% P it -
L "‘!\ .

BUILDERS LABOURERS

niser

November 30, the two
endation to Robinson

significant battle looms with large
capitalist enterprises in the shape of
medical and hospital insurance funds,
Thelr bureaucratic apparatus includes
private planes for their directors, The
funds,over a hundred in number,have
accumulated $148 million in reserves,
The future of the services and the con-
frontation with these parasites is goin
to provide some of the toughest tests ?nr
the new Labor government,

The other important decision on the
domestic front involved the reopening
of the Equal Pay Case so that a new
submission can be made to the Arbit-
ration Court, (The Liberal government
made a submission a
The Arbimration Couwrt ruled in favour of
equal pay extended over three years.
Which was what was to be expected,

gainst equal pay.)

The wealmess of the Whitlam govern-
ment's approach didn't lie in the Equal
Pay Case, It was the omission of inter-
vention which represents the worst dis-
appointment of the new government to
date, The employers and their Liberal
government both opposed any raises
in the 1972 National Wage Case, The
result of the lack of any Labor govern-
ment intervention is by now history, The
Arbitration Commission gave no rise
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During the ten days of imprisonment
the role of the ACTU and the South
Australian Labor Goyernment was to
diffuse all rank and file mass activity.

The ABCWF decided to place the strike
in the hands of the ACTU, After this
the ACTU delayed any concrete decision
on positive action. Jack Mundey (NSW
secretary of ABCWF) declared on D
December 6 that unless the ACTU came
up with a positive plan of action on the
issue, the building unions were almost
certain to take their own industrial

action.

On the previous day Hawke had said that
he wanted the dispute confined to South
Australia. He went on to say he would
be extremely annoyed if the building un
union held a national strike in difiance
of the ACTU,

As early as November 28 Dunstan also
hit out at the union. He charged the
ABCWE of attempting to defeat Labor
ernments, both State and Federal,
g’u‘:’umn's attack centred around the
refusal of Robinson "to use the right
channels”, He summed up his position
when he stated "There is nothing I can
do to intervene, I am powerless as
Mr Robinson refuses to take any of the
courses open to him to settle the dispute.”

In a confrontation between Dunstan and
200 ABCWF unionists on Parliament

ousé steps on December 7, Dunstan
Eﬂ hooedpsan& heckled, As the "Adelaide
Advertiser" of the same day said: "In
an unprecedented scene involving a
State Premier, his voice was drowned out
at times in the crossfire of interjections
and abuse hurled at him,"” Dunstan said
"We have to operate through the
constitution otherwise the whole place
will fall apart and their will not be any
Labor Government in this country...
There are a few people who get on these
steps and say 'Cam the Labor Govern-
ment, we are out to be the revolution-
aries of tomorrow. It will not work that -
way and we lose all that the labor move-
ment has been working for for years.

whatsoever, Since 1970 Australian
workers suffered a continuing inflation
of approximately 79 per year on govern-
ment fi 5. In that period the court
awarded the meagre amount of only
$2,00, The lack of mment inter-
vention and the implicit support for

the McMahon government attitude has
resulted in fatal consequences for Aust-
ralian workers,

Without detracting from any of the
progressive measures undertaken in the
first few weeks of the Whitlam govern-
ment, the crucial problems for the
Awstralian working class are still un-
resolved, It was well expressed by Clyde
Cameron the new Minister for Labor
who sald unemployment could reach
200, 000 early in the new year. The
new Treasurer Frank Crean pointed out
that there was very little the govern-
ment could do about it, For despite all
the changes the new government has
done very little to alleviate unemploy-
ment. 5o far Mr Crean has announced
grants totalling 526, 5 million mainly
for a new urban employment scheme,
This scheme is expected to ensure new
employment for approximately 10, 000
people, Obviously far below 200, 000,
It even falls short of the 12, 000 thrown
back into the workforce through the
abolition of conscription!

This central problem has so far been
ignored by Labor, It is quite obvious
from the nature of the bureaucracy that
real measures of combatting unemploy-
‘ment will not be granted by a Labor

government, The ALP programme
doesn't allow for a shorter working week
without loss of pay for all workers.

What is more disappoinfing is that meas-
ures which are included in the party
programme have not been acted upon,
Such measures as increased unemploy-

ment benefits which could be granted
through the states haven't been forth-
coming.

The first fortnight of the new Labor

government has confirmed an
of the dual nature of the ALP, its capit-
alist programme and its susceptibility
to mass pressure, The Labor Party is a
completely different party than the
Liberal Party. Despite all
ment we do not regret fighting and
voting for Labor . But cbviously our
struggle is only just beginning.

inalveis

the disappoint-

You will find that when it does not work
that you will be a lot sorrier and a lot

poorer,

Following the 35 minute slanging match
Robinson, with the support of the ABCWF
Federal Council, issued a writ against
Dunstan for slander and libel, Norm
Gallagher (General Secretary of the
ABCWF) said, "It was a very hot state-
ment by Mr Dunstan and we will be
claiming about $1 million damages."

The strike illustrates various principles
for which the trade union movement
has fought for years. Non-unionists
expect to receive benefits won by unions
but do not contribute to the costs of
winning better wages etc, The use of
civil courts in settling disputes has been
raised before in South Australia, Earlier
this year the Kangaroo Island dispute,
involving the Australian Workers Union
ended up in the civil courts, The Indus-
trial Arbitration and Conciliation Act
proposed by Dunstan excluded the use
of civil courts, Dumstan does not want
the civil courts to ‘l;le fﬂd in industrial
utes as this would bring growing
:f::mess amongst workers of the role
that the courts play in defending big
business, The clause has been inserted
by the Legislative Council to the disgust
of Dumstan,

Unfortunately sectarianism within the
labour movement precluded the unity
necessary for effective action against the
employers and their organisation, the
Housing Industry Association. Many
trade union officials refused to support
Robinson because they believe that any _
industrial upsurge would damage Labor's
chances in the Federal elections. Because
Robinson is a Maoist many of the Trades
and Labouwr Council delegates would not
support him and this was particularlyso
with union officials who were men 5
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AUSTRALIAN
LABOUR HISTO

a b g

BY PETERCONRICK ~ aob.

There is no set date for the emergence
of the Australian Labor Party. Its formal
appearance in the early 1890s coincided
with an upsurge in working class milit-
ancy, but it was by no means a product
of that upsurge. -

The Australian Labor Party was the
preduct of an evolutionary process in
trade unionism that began in the 1880s
and culminated in the spread of mass
unjons to important sections of the
working class such as miners and bush
workers, The c nding growth of
elementary forms of class consciousness
were expressed in the collectvist ethos
of these new bush unions,

The roots of the ALP lay solidly in these
unions and their organisational structures
were manifested in the emerging polit-
ical . To understand the evolution
of Labor political representation it is
Decessary to trace the strands of wmion
development in the 1880s,

Initially, the conditions of labour created
by the gold rush and its aftermath gave

a characteristic shape to the Australian
labowr movement, The peculiar develop-
ment of the Australian economy gave

the working class a new composition

and weight substantially different from
their proletarian counterparts,
Thus we find (at least util 1890) that
the Australian working class occupied a
relatively strong bargaining position with
wage increases and reductions in hours,
The perenniallyheavy demand for labour
in the pastoral industry was matched

by the growth of light indistry in Melb-
oume and Sydney and the demand for
skilled and unskilled workers in the hous-

Parallel to such heavy labour require-
ments was the disorganisation n;]d indiv-
idualism rife among the bourgeoisie, It
:;:l :::: l'mtil lnﬁi!: that an effective

: IS Organisation was formed and
ready to take on the Shearers' Union to
win back some of the concessions made
to'labour in the relative prosperity of the
1880s. The story was repeated in the
Maritime industry with the Orgdnisation
of the Shipowners' Association, as well
as the mining industry,

The growth of unionism before 1890
:ﬁ}:md in those industries where capit-

ownership was highly concentrated
and where the basis of exploitation was

more open. Hence the capitalisation of
the mining industry in the decade 1865-

ii::kﬂaﬂy the ti grouping of itinerant
€rs such as shearers facilitated the
rapid unionisation of dgrarian warkers,

488 unions were or -
dons of unskilled workers, 1c:+|=.-::n:n|:+§;l :Iil‘a :

the most developed sectors of primary

ﬁmtry. i.D:Eiu the expamsion of many.-

€ urban centres of -
ourne and Sydney, unions here :\11:?1![1&?lb
craft grimd arg:lnTI:; e
ons of skilled

::!k:n, The urban labowr moyement
Became a complex of small craft guilds

d to the maintenance of ag
aristocracy of labour, It was these craft

unions which were to prove the greatest
obstacle to the growth of independent
working class political action.

The basic successes of union action in
the decade 1880-1890 laid the essential
groundwork for the emergence of a
political organisation, based on these
newly developed structures. Of course
the recognition of the necessity for
labour political representation did not
blossom overnight. As far back as 1856
Victorian Stonemasons had lobbied
parliamentarians on the question of an
eight hour day, The Miners' Reform
league was a proto-type of this approach.
Created after the Eureka stockade in
1854, the League pursued purely parlia-
mentary goals such as the abolition of
property qualifications and payment of
members . The Reform League sustained
the essential petty-bourgeois approach
of Australian trade umionism towards
political action., Yet even at this early
stage we can find the contradiction that
has plagued Labor Party leaders throughout
the Party's history: The Reform League
and its unionist progeny were organisations
of working class origin, but at the same
tme the leadership hierarchy of organ-
ised labour restricted its political direct-
ion to parll.amentary ghiiiua]is‘ni and
reformist measures. This ambiguity has
remained in practically the same form
to this very day.

This dualism appeared in two of the first
speeches made in parliament by Labor
representative George Black in the Legis-
lative Assembly of New South Wales in
Illﬁﬁl.th"’lhe men we represent” he said
are the wage-earners—those who labo
with either hand or head, with either .
mind or muscle, " But on the previous
dﬁr he had said: |
“We have been told that we have come
into this House to represent a class, Well
that ma]); be; but that class is the class
ﬁf allni sses, It is a class as wide as
aumanity - o wide that you may d
It as the class out of whigh all :Ihe:imibe
classes are built up, "

Fifteen years later W.G, Spence, the

founder of the AMA and at this time 4

Labor member of Federal parliament

wrote that "Our only hope is with the

E:s':'ﬂf the people, and above all, with
age-earners," At the

Spence could write: e s

The movement which place
as Sp-enci_z and Black inFtIu pafli?ri?a::r i
\Ir:u precipitated by the bitter strikes of
890-94, Within the Space of three years
the cn]on!al unions had conceded almost‘
EVery major concession won from the
capitalist class to that date, The nationa]
cun[rﬂn‘tatiuns between the uniops aml:lgna
ﬁp:rﬁﬁt?ﬂrfné;atium involved all sectors
- Y8amen, waterside w
shearers, coal miners, ’silver lea i
trdfensp;n workers were all lwkcddu::igfn
ir bosses, Police and military 3-:1:i-:u§‘r

were used ﬂiﬂmn '
were sn-mrﬁ in and cliijtgi s oomables

chme
horse brought out from the b::t':a'ﬂ;ight

The bosses' demands §
: or "freed
contract" raised during the Etl‘ﬂfl:? ::fu-.:k

t of every gain made by the work-

-Politics Conference, Trades Hal
- o T L TS

context of the depression, as tentative
prosperity crumbled around the edges the
bosses' ultimatum threatened to smash
the basis of unionism itself,

The defeats experienced by the working

class organisations in this period produced

a variety of responses, Most union post-
mortems stressed the broadening of their
organisations, removing restrictions on
membership and the like, If the strikes
did nothing else, they forced upon the
smug labour leadership the realisation
that the old exclusionist policies of
membership were relics of more prosper-
ous years. In the context of mass unemp-
loyment in the 1890s and attacks on wage
levels, union membership suffered a
decline as owners found workers willing
to labour at below average rates,

Also to emerge from these defeats was

an increased emphasis on amalgamation
and federation, Without the growth of
intercolonial trade umion congresses, the
national basis for the formation of the
Labor Party would have been an imposs-
ibility, Again the demand for federation
did not originate in the strikes themselves

but was the product of union growth in the
1880s,

The political lessons drawn here have
two aspects, On the one hand the shatter-
ing of unionist hopes by this latest con-
frontation encouwraged many flights to
utopianism, The response of William
Lane was but an extreme version of this
malaise, Lane's answer to the class
struggle was to gather together a few
dispirited followers and start an Owenite
community in Paraguay, Needless to say
this venture ended in abject failure,

On the other hand the majority of trade
union bodies pointed to the necessity for

an independent political party whose aim
should be the direct representation 1;-1'

;aud,e union interests, At no stage did
Proposition contemplate a movement
outside parliament - in the minds of men

such as Spence the aims of political labour

WEere as an integrating force, where th
e
party could serve as the gu-l::cmrc:en and

point of contact with
iealist clagg, unions and the ca p-

E the words of Spence, the leaders of
Pa‘i’t;“:;{sie"?séﬁ movement saw the Labor
it ﬂLingn(;:}-I-}G]::E]‘atim] instead
going to abandﬂn. l'.l'm prin:;ifsed;:t 33
ﬁ-ﬁc:uingn in thf:hd.m of the old union-
s S P;z;;s{;em We must unite on the
when we speak, and

when we
siog vote for reforms that are necess-

Voavh

S:E::thlmg could have been more

e eadedrshm of the trade uniops than

B thr:y ahap':ed L0 a conscious challenge
POWer of the state, let alone to

any form of socialism, l

alien to

The confusion in the
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P“w for the formation of a Labo

wa i
§ not confined 0 the trade unions
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ing class in the previous ten years. In the

The Australian Socialist Las
in May 1887 announced a m
"the purpose of forming an Ay
Labor Party," The call was st

propose a Labor Partyl:i?fwcm :

the Trades and Labour Couneil
the party as a practical object

In 1874 the TLC set up a Par
Committee to act as a |
fully sponsored a worker for
Direct representation was hinde
ever by the heavy financial b
the unions - it was this realisatic
prompted the TLC at the InterC
Trade Union Congresses of [884

to support payment of members ¢

ment, ' -;-_'.
= f-.‘

[t was not until mid-1890 ﬂ:ztﬁ
moved seriously towards parlizmestiry
action - the dej::ision to fmﬂ[ﬂ
unions' funds to form Labor Electonl

Leagues was in one sense a measme of
desperation as reactions against the

strikes hardened . While
ship sought some form of refuge ia

parliamentary action, the mass of the

working class found in the Labor Leages

what they saw as the means by which®
defeat both the capitalists and their
parliamentary machine,

The collapse of theMaritime Strike s
November 1890 accelerated TLC i
in taking concrete organisational

for a political party, On Novembs
the executive passed a m&ﬁunéﬁ 3
establishment of the Labor Elec
Leagues, and the TLC parliamé
committee was delegated to iavEEE
the establishment of branches ig#is
electorates, The impetus for (RS
ion originated within the moves
itself, *only socialist fringe gFet
as the ASL exhibited amy exisis !,5: ..
ures for independent political 4688E

In the early years of its
trade union origin and cOnneCEsEEE
it a cohesion that no h:l;!;
groupings had possesse
was despite the fact that the Parfy £

from a lack of definition OVERSIEES
and compositdon, The ﬁiﬂﬂ‘:‘nﬂr
evolved between the parliam -
extra-parliamentary wings 'ﬂ:fﬂl 5
the most concrete statement g
party's ambiguity, Many of the P

ive candidates for Labor réesstag
still retained strong links with_ﬂ_
bourgeols parties, The 1‘“5’“&"-
the party structure galned FEUSSEEy
the fratricidal conflicts OVEr 1k
of loyalty to the ALF pw@m“ﬁf"
to be firmly established that SECaey
candidate was not a free agenh "-i_':;';’
bound to a common pfoﬁ'amm‘?"h’.‘;_.

Perhaps in no pﬂriﬂd in its SuDss
el hi!i‘tt.';lr‘:." ha s the ALP ﬂpeﬂt
contradictions and € :
role more than in its forma v

many soclalists this confusion s
Revolutionaries cannof igﬂm';n j
the ALP today, AS in 1890, il
Party represents a fundamen 5,
step forward for z’iu.!‘l:l?]ian w

t is the only alternatve @

of the Australian bourgeﬂuiﬂ -
.0 remains an obstacle t9

L |
ion of the mass rewluﬁﬂm?l;m
is necessary for the at:hie"-'fn
.ocialism and the final ema

the Australian working class.

union lesder

n her book, Woman's Estate Juliet Mitch
th
I British women's liberation activist and nu!h.::,pui:

forward the thesls that *If socialism is to regain
its status as the revolutionary polities . . . it has fo
make good ils practical sins of commission against
women and its huge sin of omission— the absence of
an adequale place for them In its theory.”

In this she is echoing an opinion that is far from
original. Everyone who s active in the women's lib-
eration struggle or famillar with the literature of the
movement has heard the same arguments in one form
or another. Often we hear the charges: "The Marxist
movemen! has always ignored the problem of women's
liberation.” *The soclalist movement played no signif-
icant role in the struggle for women's suffrage, which
proves you don't really care about women.” Or, "His
torically, Marxism hasn't recognized the oppression
of women as a sex. It is only concerned with the op-
pression of women as workers.”

We have heard such charges repeated so often, either
from Ignorance or Ill will, that sometimes, even un-
=~onsciously, we begin to accept the frauduleni verslon
of Marxism and the history of women's struggles that
has been concocted to butiress such assertions. The
purpose of this talk is to begin to cut through the lies
in order to restore the truge history of Marxism and
women's liberation.

As the new stage of the struggle lor women's lib-
eration began to urcfold in the late 1960, the Marx-
ist movement in this country —the Socialist Workers
Party and the Young Socialist Alllance— responded in
a revolutionary fashion. We recognized the profound
imporiance of the [act that women as women were
beginning to move inlo action We threw ourselves
into the movement, to learn from it, to belter under-
stand it, to help lead it in an independent and fight
ing direction, and win the most conscious feminists
to an understanding that only a socialist revolution
could provide the necessary material foundations for
the complete liberation of women

At the same lime, we began the process of arming
ourgelves theoretically. We studied the relevant Marx-
ist classics more decply than before and fried to appls
them to the current reality. We grounded our practice
and political orientation in the fundamentals of
Marxism.

Now, In addition to action and theory there iz a
third step we musi take Thatis to go back and retrace
the true lines of our history in order to establish the
continuity of Marxist theory and practice

We have a doubly difficult job, Not only
do we have to contend with the now familiar problems
of discovering the true history of women and of writing
ourselves as women back into the historical record. We
must also cut through the prohlems ereated by the fact
that most authors who are concerned with m‘r.‘mv‘.r?]'e-
history are anti-Marxist They are oot interested in dis
covering what role socialist women played or accurate
ly portraying the political positions taken by revolu-
tionary Marxists That is a job only we can do.

however

Is our theory adequate?

want to begin by stating what I consider to be
I the mosl lrripmtnnt generalization we musl draw

from the record of revolutionary Marxism in rela-
ton to the struggle against the oppression of women. I_l
is this: From the inception of the Marxist movemenl o
today, for nearly 125 years, rﬂ-'nlul.‘:::nnnr_\' Marxisl:
have waged an unremitiing struggle within the bn:-n_
working-class movement in order to establish a m
olutionary attitude toward the struggle for women 8
liberation. They have fought to place il on & sound his-
torical and materialist basis; and 1O educate the t*.:r:LLi.r't.!'r
vanguard of thé working class lo an undl:rsmmrllldiniaﬁl_
the significance of the struggles by women for 3 oq P
ity and for liberation from the centuries-old degra
tion of domestic slavery.

This battle has always been one of the dividing IEEE

between revolutionary and reformist mnm“m::.med
the working-class movement between those com sy
to a class-sfruggle perspective and those follow frbas
of class collaboration. Women's opprﬁ!itlm Fﬂr s
to struggle against it I:mu1r bmﬂ:zltﬁ:;:a:\';::mﬁl
i the history o ' 3 ;
?hfr P?::ll::ﬂ:gicnl and political forebears, the 1;0:;
tonary Marxists, both male and female ]:;::omm':
fight a:galmt all those who refused fo imn:; i
liberation on the banner of gocialim, or wﬂ:‘ PP
it in words but refused to fight for it in pra

unm“ Gﬂm m’ to
This is very important Our ﬂppuu positions taken,

saddle us with responsibility for grepin
not by the revolutionaries within the working
movement, bul by the r g
the preWorld War 1 American Sodllni.;t ﬂ:rr:{éhywhu
Stalinists, or else by the gectarians n?ihe s »
refused to recognize the mmplultym ik Buml ol
or the need to fight for democra Sics
tendencies do not represent our undmm‘umuu:#hnw
ly agalnst such forces that revolutionary

‘ yer the decades.

bn;:tjﬂi::rdividmg line came As tarlg' :;mﬂl& founding
of the Marxist movement ltsell The Communisi

eformists— by the right wing of

and the Marxist
Movement vy mary atice Waters

festo in 1848 boldly proclaimed:

“On’ whal foundation Is the present family, the bour-
geols family, based? On capital, on private galn . . .
The bourgeols sees In his wife a mere Instrument of
production. He hears that the instruments of production
are to be exploited In common, and, naturally, can
come to no other conclusion than that the lot of being
common to all will likewise fall to the women.

“He has not even a suspicion that the real polnt almed
8l Is to do away with the status of women as mere
instruments of production.”

The line of division established here and In all the
subsequent writings of Marx and Engels on this sub-
ject was that between utoplan and sclentific socialism.
The preMarxian utopian socialists —such &s Fourler
and Owen—were also ferven! champions of the eman-
cipation of women. But their socialism, as well as their
theories on the family and women, resied on moral
principles and abstract desires — ool on an understand-
ing of the laws of history and the class struggle rooted
in the growth of humanity's productive capacities
Marxism for the first time provided a scientific material-
ist foundation, oot only for socialism but also for wom-
en's liberation. It lald bare the roots of women's op-
pression, It relationship o a system ol prodoction
based on private property and a society divided between
A class that owned the wealth and a class that produced
it Marxism explained the role of the [amily within class
society, and the function of the [amily in perpetuating
the oppression ol women

More that,
achleving women's
abolition of private property would provide a material
basis for transfering to soclety as a whole all those
onerous social responsibilities today borne by the in
dividual family — the care of the old and sick; the fead-
ing, clothing, and educating of the young. Relieved of
these burdens, Marx pointed out
would be able to break the bonds ol domestic servi
tude, they would be able to exercise their full capacities

and F_\ra_‘n.j-,;i:l,_:‘,'nj = nol just r"’PE':"'j'—”-'“‘-'- o

Marxism pointed oul the road io
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liberation. It explained how the

the masses of women

a8 creative

member: of society. Freed [rom the economic <om
pulsion on which it necessarily rests, the bourgeois
familv would disappear. Human relationships them-
=gy .h. would be transformed into free relations of fre
!,‘.IL-L"!."|-_. :

And i'5_!|1’|.i|‘-. Marxl=m ook sociallsm and women s
liberation out of the sphere of utopian yearning by
proving Lhal capitalism itsell produces a force—the
working class—strong enough to destroy It capable
of carrving through the momentous task ol abollshing
the b r.:lr:m i '.":a. possessing few over the ob erwhelm
ing -" .'lil'-]'i;:?. of humankind. For the [irst time, »\.-u-sizﬁ!*?
could stop wishing for the new and befter sociefy and
begin to organize o bring it aboul

The struggle for women's liberation was thus lifted

out of the realm of the personal, the "impossible dream,”

linked 1O the VICIOrY of the progrcs
[t became a social tazk in
the interests of all humanity. Thus, Marxism provided
a materialist analysis and a sclentific perspective for

and unbreakably
give forces of our epoch

women's liberation _
Those women like Juliet Miichell who charge that
Marxism does not have an adequate place In iis theory

for women are belng dishonest It is not the degree

of adeguacy in Marxism's theory that they really ':.IILHT.L-
tion. They fundamentally disagree with its materialist
analys=is of women's oppression and all that ﬂn}l'-x'a [rom
it Lnlcludir-g ihe need for a revolulionary Marxist party
to lead the working class and its allies o power.

Record of the First and Second internationals

hen (hé First International was founded by
W Marx and Engels in 1864, socialist theory

was pul Into large-scale organizational prac-
tice for the first time In a radical departure [mn:. the
Jaws and cusioms of the ime, the International Work-
ingmen’s Association clected a British woman trade
union organizer, Henrietta Law, 1o its General C--}uln—
&l How far in advance thls step was from the practice
of other political organizations of the day can be judged
from the fact that Marx tells of receiving letters asking
if women would even be allowed to join the Interna-
tonal Marx himsell made a motion in the General
Council that special working women's branches be orga-
pized in factories, industries, and cities where there
were large concenirations of women workers, adding
that this should in no way cul across the building of

es as well

mi:af-:;rru:.{;:!r the founding of the Firsl International
o ng‘hi erupted within the German socialist movement
between the Marxisis and non-Marxists In the decades
ahead the German working class would create the larg-
est, strongest, and most influential socialist party in
the pre-World War 1 era. But from 1865 until well into
the F;SEH: the movement was divided between the ﬁ
lowers of the late Ferdinand Lassalle on one hmb'
and the Marxists under the leadership of Wilhelm L e
knecht and Augusi Bebel on the other. In 1875 the
two ETOups united In & elngle party, the Eiaﬂuiﬁnﬂd-‘ﬁr
demokratische Partel Deutschlands — Social dﬂw
Party of Germanyh but maintained sharp erences

R vt T i

within the organization. Perspectives for women's |[b-
eration was one of the questions that divided them.
The Lassalleans were opposed to demanding equal
rights for women as parl of the party's program. They
believed thal women were inferior creatures whose pre
ordained place was in the home and thal the victory
of socialism would return them to their natural habliat
by assuring the husband an adequale wage lo provide
for his entire family. Thus women would not be lorced
fo work for a wage

The early programs of the German Social Democrals
demanded only Tull political rights for adults®— leaving
purposely ambiguous the guestion of whether or nol
women were considered adults. [t was nol until the
class-struggle leflt wing succeeded in passing a basically
Marxist program in 1891 that the pariv demanded
political rights for all, regardless of sex, and the aboll
tion of every law which discriminaled against women
in any way.

A décisive dement in the victory of the Marxisis on

this question was the book by August Bebel entitled
q 5

Woman and Socialism, published in 1883. Although

It came oul A YVear before ]::.':,E_I.‘E'J'~ Origm of the Family
Private Property and the State, 1t is basically a develop
ment of the ideas outlined by Engels, a powerful ex
planation of the roots of women's oppression, the forms
it has taken over Lhe centuries, the historically progri
glve effect of the integralion of women industria
production, and the need [or a =ocialist revolulior
clear the way for women's liberation. Woman and S
cialis created a sensation nol only in Germany bul
throughout Europe and was instrumental in the educa
ton of several generations of Marxists

_Ihh*.‘ -'J'j'.."j"_'fl.éflrl ol & Marxist program QW ey El 3
not the end of the struggle within the SPD for
oonary p:.h]h;:f': On Women' s Oppressior Afer thi
gsalleans had ceased to exist as a distincl tendend
a new reformisl currenl arose in the party pressing
far .:'-Iiu':[."TailIJ.lr‘. to the apitalizt status «
of fronts. Clara Zeikin, oné of the staunchest supporters
of the Marxlst leflt wing, led the socialist »
men! throughou! the entire prewar period and 1
within the SPD (o develop a revolutionary
on the struggle for women's emancipation E
Zetkin's leadership limited to this one question Lr 14
when the majorily he SPI ! i ta
German imperialism and voted lo support thelr "own”
ruling class in the First World War, Clara Zeth
ooe of the tiny handfu {: . i ] |
who, along with Rosa Luxemburg and Kar
broke with the SPD and mainl
infernationalist positior

Throughout the early 1890s the SFD concentraled
primarily on the trade-unio grganization of women
and made some Imporiant gaine Then, in 1896, under

Zetkin's urging, the SPD adopted a motion to begin

developlng speclal organizations for more cxiensive
political activity among women. In addition to working
for the general were 10 con
centrate on a whole range of issues of special concern
fo women: political equality, insurance for childbirth,
protective legislation for women workers, education and
security for children, and political education for women

Untll 1908 it was {llegal for women in most of Ger-
many even to joln a political group of any kind. The
SPD got around this by setting up dozens of “soclelies
for the sell-education of women workers,” loose assocla-
tions which were partly outside the boundaries of the
party but closely linked to it From 1900 on, biannual
Socialist Women's conferences were held to unite these
groups and provide leadership for them.

But the reason f[or these special working women's
organizations was not jusl lo solve the legal problem.
Revolutionary leaders of the women's movement in
Germany argued for the need lo have separate women's
organizations on the basis of the special needs of wom-
en, their isolation within the family, their fear of speak-
ing out with men around, and the need to develop
the leadership capacities of women.

After 1908, women were legally able to join the SPD
direcily and those in the special SPD women's organiza-
Hons did. Bul the women continued to maintain their
own newspaper, Gleichheit (Equality), edited by Clara
Zetkin, which reached a circulation of more than 100,-
000 by 1912.

They also functioned in a somewhat special way with-
in the SPD. For example, after 1908 women received
proportional representation on all the slanding com-
mittees of the party, and the women members of the
committees were elected by meetings of the women com-
rades. This Is interesting, not as a final organizational
model, but as an attempt by the SPD to work out dif-
ficult problems posed by the need for both independent
women's organizations and a single revolutionary par-
ty of the working class within which there are no sec
ond-class citizens and all members have equal rights
and responsibilities.

With sixty or seventy additional years of revolution-
ary experience behind us, and the examples of the Sec-
ond and Third internationals to draw on, revelution-

Marxists have worked oul different and better,
solutions to these same problems. There s no separate

gims of the party, thes




us within the SWP or YSA.

Everyone has equal volce and vole In reaching all
decisions on all guestions. At the same time, we have
special subgroups—we call them Yractions™—to orga-
nize and carry out the decisions once they are made
and to help lead and direct the work. The Bolsheviks,
who had to solve the same problem, likewise drew on
these experiences of the German Social Democrats be-
fore them and developed an organizational form on
which ours s basically modeled.

We should take note of two impartant points here
First is (he realization thai questions such as the rela-
tionship between a revolufionary parly and an inde

ndent women's movement and how the leadership of
this work within the party should be organized are
nol new problems thai suddenly emerged in 1970. The
Marxist movement does have a history and tradition
on these questions that is worth studying and learning
from.

Berond s a word of warning. When we start to look
into a historical question like the oppression of women
and the struggle agalinst i, we need to guard agalinst
the gravest error of all—one that most of our critics
in the women's liberation movemen! make That is
the error of approaching history in an ahistorical way.
We must resist the Inclination to project backward in
time our current level of consciousness or siage of
developmen! instead of judging the past by what was
known and what was possible then. Unless we take
pains &t each step fto place things In thelr concrete his-
torical context and understand them in that light we
will oot be able to learn from the past

I wanl to give three more historical examples of
the way in which the question of women's liberation
has been an Integral parl of the struggle to bulld a
revolutionary party of the working class: first from
the early years of the American Soclalisi Party; second,
from the early vears of the Third Internatonal; and
lastly, from the founding of the Fourth International

The American Socialist Party

he backward, reactionary, patriarchal ideas con-

cerning women's nafure which were prevalent

in late ninefeenth-century society found their re
flections within the American socialist movement, just
as they did In Germany. Thal Is lo be expected. No
organization s Immune to pressures from the soclety
that surrounds it Bul it was the right wing of the so-
cialist movemen! thal acled as the maln conduit for
sexisi ideas. Many in the left wing of the movement
;}qhthﬂllblhhnmmlin:hlhmr}*and in prac-

women's seclion or cauc
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For example, it was Daniel DeLeon, the central Jead-
er of the Sociallsl Labor Party and one of the founders
of the LW.W., the Industrial Workers of the World,
who translated Bebel's work, Woman and Socialism,
for the American public. It was published in this coun-
try for the first time in 1904.

‘_Wtﬂitn the Socialist Party, which was founded in 1801,
quite discernible right center, and left wings rapidly
materiallzed. Typical of the attitude held by rightwing
elements within the party was an article printed in the
April 25, lﬂﬂmue of The Worker, one of the many
- mEWspapers p ed unofficially by SP members (the
| 5P had no officlal press; all Its publications werc(ln—

 dividually owned and controlled and reflected differ-

 tpecial struggle that had its own dynamic or needed

uncertain and
€neous minority.” It took the Bol-
§ *hevik revalution and the influence of the Ideas and

J' example of Lenin, Trotsky, and the new Third
International to place this left wing m:: E:&
The young Communist Party of the 1920s
_ he American soclalist movement
ﬂalnm . calls the mmtlcﬂ wasteland of
sy Gans exp at length how this hel
3 -i!II cﬂm was declelve [n educating the P;-r;:.lunl:
e i mmw on the Importance and character
_ struggle, of tonvincing the party that
were exploited as Blacks in addition to being

as workers, that a Program of
Epect
ds for this oppressed nationality was nud':d. S

its prehis-

= the country. These tw
: moﬁmd 8 real debate within the Socialisi P{;xmﬁ:

....

ulate group of women and men who rrmr.lvi'L
tj:r::irl:!if:'wa k,ngwn F;.Ud tried to win the Soclalist PBiL?..
to a revolutionary position on feminism, Gndmcnnds
portance of the suffrage struggle, and on other dem
belng ralsed by women.

[ will return a little later to the %
frage struggle, but here I want to give one examp }
of this debate and the views pul [ur:Pard by some 0

¢ left-wing members of the American 3F,

th'nu Hﬂg Review, a monthly magazine published

by SP members, was one of the organs expressing the

opinions of the left wing. It frequently carried articles
dealing with socialism and feminism. One of the most
Interesting exchanges occurred in 1914, starting with
the March issue. Mary White Ovington (who was also
one of the founders of the NAACP) published an ar-
tcle entitled "Socialism and the Feminist MovemenL®
She began by atating that "Soclalism and Feminlsm are
the two greatest movements of to-day. The one alms
to abolish poverty, the other to destroy servitude among
women."

She went on to explain why women were not willing
to walt for soclalism to begin fto struggle for their
rights, any more than men were; why this was a rev-
olutionary struggle and why the Socialist Party should
pay more attention to IL

Ovington’s defense of the feminist movement elicited
a reply, in the May issue of the New Review, from
British "socialis® E Belfort Bax who informed her
how ignorant she was because he, E Belfort Bax,
had conclusively proved in his book, The Fraud of
Feminisn, that things such as masculine despotism
and female "slavery” did not exist On the contrary
the real problem was that of female privilege, of "wom-
an's Immunity from punishment for crimes committed
agalnst men.®

Bax asseried that i was unforfunate a plank In
favor of female suffrage had been included in the
party's program, but ifl was not foo late to put an
end to such foolishness if people would only think ra-
tionally. *Gilven an average intellectual, and, in certain
aspects, moral Inferlority of woman as against man
- . . there 1s obvious reason for refusing to concede
to woman the right to exercise, let us say, administra-
tive and legislative functions such as have hitherio
accrued to men.”

Bax's bigoted and pompous opinlons brought forth
an Indignant response. For the rest of the year, month
after month, the New Review carried articles blasting
him. In defense of the term “eminism" one author
explained:

"No one doubts that women are changing. We need
an appropriate word which will register this fact The
term feminism has been foisted upon us It will do as
well as any other word. . . . It means woman's strug-
gle for freedom.” In addition to demands for changes
in laws and Institutions, the author developed the theme
that feminlsm “means a changed psychology, the crea-
tion of a8 new consclousness In women.”

Louise W. Kneeland wrote in the August 1914 Issue

“The socialist who is not a Feminist lacks breadth.
The Feminist who is no! a Socialist 1s lacking In strat-
egy. To the narrow-minded Socialist who says: 'So-
clallsm Is @& working class movement for the freedom
of the working class, with woman as woman we have
nothing to do,’ the far-sighted Feminist wi]] reply: 'The
Soclalist movement is the only means whereby woman

as woman can obiain real freedom. Theref,
work for iL'" refore [ must

Another contribution argued that if women won the
right to vote one of the things they must do is “repeal
the law which, by penalizing the spread of information
In regard to the prevention of conception, attempts to
enforce upon women the tyranny of accidental and
unwelcome pregnancy.” The author added:

“There is certainly no kind of freedom where there
is no command over one's own body. If a woman
may not keep her body for her own uses as long as
she wishes . . . ghe s cerfainly a slave*

!&n}i 80 it wenlt, article after article explaining sociallsm
an !:l;iinhm In terms that sound like they‘could have
ohmm ttznmm the 19704, Reading such contributions,
“unl:mf: € depth and breadth of the female radicall-
e w‘u :h'un I::grl.nf;;g‘];l: the century, and realizes that

wWomen who understood th
l;:ﬂ‘;dlgnlllkr;.:lu :’i that radicalization, Identified wiﬂ:
P Pated In IL The fact that th
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oclalist movement
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Lenin's views on female emancipation

he Third International was bullt on theshoulderg
| of the victorious Bolshevik revolution It wae
founded when a line of blood was hlh:l,g drawn
between the new revolutionary international and the
old Social Democracy. No quarter was given to those
who wavered between the two. It was a Ilfe-and-deaty
struggle for the young Soviet Republic, which was figh
ing the Invading armies of fourteen countries, trying 1o
hold power despite the devaslation of war and clvil war,
famine and disease, In the most economically backward
counfiry of Europe

From 1917 through 1923, the Bolsheviks and many
others saw that the struggle for stale power was on the
agenda not only in Russia but in Germany and other
European couniries as well. In this they were not wrong,
But no leadership other than the Bolsheviks proved
capable of meeting the challenge and grasping the his-
torical opportunity to bring the Insurgent working
masses to the conguest of power,

As the first revolutionary wave subsided, many in the
young International falled to understand the meaning of
the new situation, the need to readjust the tactics and
strategy of the International to accord with the new gh
jective situation, the need to adopt a unlied-front strategy
toward the Soclal Democracy and other working-clasg
parties. They didn't understand that repeated denuncia-
tions of the betrayals by Soclal Democracy would not
by themselves convince those workers still loyal to the
Second International. It was necessary to expose the
reformist leaders in action.

Lenin and Trofsky together led the fight in the Third
International against the ultraleft tendencies that sprang
up. They recognized that ultraleftist errors could be
Just as disastrous for a revolutionary party as reformist
ones.

It is in this general political context that Lenin's opin-
lons about the proposed work of the International
Women's Commlission of the Comintern should be ssen.
Again, this was at a new turning point In the history
of the revolutionary Marxist movement Again, analysis
of women's oppression and the struggle against It Agured
In the divisions. However, unlike some of the earller
debates and differences, this time many of the opponents
of revolutionary Marxism were ultraleft, not reformist

Clara Zetkin's book, Recollections of Lenin, contalns
the fullest presentation of Lenin's views at this stage
Zetkin's account is based on two meetings with Lenin
in Moscow in 1920. These were preliminary discussions,
part of the process of drafting the resolution on work
among women for the Third Congress of the Comintern
in 1921.

First, Lenin urged that the document should stress
“the unbreakable connection between woman's human
and social position and the private ownership of the
means of production.” To change the age-old conditions
that subjugate women within the family, communists
should seek to link the women's movement with "the
proletarian class struggle and the revolution.” (Clara
Zelkin's book is not avallable in English. Her report
of these Interviews with Lenin is Included in the pam-
phlet Lenin On the Emancipation of Women [Moscow:
Progress Publishers, 1968).)

Lenin next took up the organizational questions I
referred to earlier. "We derive our organisational ideas
from our ideological conceptions,” he told Zetkin. "We
wanl no separale organlsations of communist women!
She who Is a Communist belongs as a member (o the
Party, Just as he who is a Communist They have the
same rights and duties ®

"However," he continued, "we must not shut our cyes
to the facts. The Party must have organs — working
Broups, commissions, committees, sections or whatever
else they may be called— with the specific purpose of
rousing the broad masses of women. ., . , "

Zetkin commented that many parly members had been
denouncing her for making similar proposals on the
basis that such ideas were a return to Soclal Demogcratic
traditions, and that “since the Communist Parties gave
equality to women they should, consequently, carry on
work without dilferentiation among all the working
pe'uple In general.®

Hlﬂ‘i'.' Lenin asked Zetkin, "do such guardians of
the 'purity of principles' cope with the historical necesal
ties of our revolutionary policy? All thelr talk collapses
in ﬂte face of the Inexorable necessities.”

Why Ei-!r there nowhere as many women in the Party
;" [:'1'-‘1'-. he demanded, "not even in Soviet Russin? Why
I l.E number of women In the trade unlons so small®
_n sharp terms he defended the need to put forward
:i*ﬂ“' demands for the benefit of all women, of working

"Men and peasant women, and even women of the

:;;if:lm classes who also suffer under bourgeois
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tion on a worldwide scale m to fight for their Iibers.

there could be no separate or

within the party; and on the g;!nhl;n:d fﬂrh!mmm
must be speclal organs of the party for w:u:k e
women. It made It obligatory, indeed almost & ey
of membership In the Communist u:ﬂndithn
every sectlon musi set Up a women's eq “]‘i.m”
siructure that would function af every level GIT sion
from the central national leadership to the htplmr
or cells. Il instrucied the parties o assure thaj l:l:ilt:hﬂ
one comrade be pul on full-time paid staff o dﬂ:ﬂ
this work on a national level And j uhhughadm
International Women's Secretarial o oversee th e
and c;.ll regular six-month conferences of rqut-::::
tives Irom all the sections iscuss 2
their activity. 2 S LG

Finally, the resolution outlined the
and agitational tasks and some of Eh?tip;:::ml
be raleed In all three seclors of the world: in the Savl:;
Union, in the advanced capitalist countries and in the
Orient (that Is, in the colonlal countries ﬂil.l WEre most
in ferment at the time). There was no nonsense such n:.
we hear from ultralefts today who argue that women's
liberation is of interest only to the relatively privileged
women in the advanced nations or a question ?i,ﬂ
concerns only middle-class women.

In conclusion the resolution discussed
kinds of action thal could help mobilize wnmu; t;::::]:f
out the world These included demonstrations and
sirikes, public conferences Invalving nonparty women,
classes, cadre schools, the sending of party members
into factories where large numbers of wWomen were
employed, use of the party press, and so forth. The
trade unions and women's professional assoclations
were designated as the central arenas of activity.

This resolution was implemented within the Interna-
tional in a very uneven way, with some sections respond-
ing well, and others changing their tempo and character
of work very little One would hardly expect anything
else, given the different levels of development of its sec
Hons. For example, in the United States. the fledgling
CP did establish a women's commission in 1921 hut
I have been unable to discover anything about wl:lut it
did or did not do.

At the Fourth Congress of the Comintern, held a year
and a half later at the end of 1922, the main line of the
1921 resolution was reaffirmed. The congress called at-
tention to the fact that some sections — unspecified — had
not implemented the declsions of the last congress, and
urged them to rectify the default Special mention was
made of the effective work among women being done
by the Chinese comrades, who had organized themselves
along the lines indicated at the Third Congress. The
Comintern attached great imporiance to work among
the particularly oppressed women of colonial countries.
They realized that there was no possibility of trans-
ferring power to the working class in an underdeveloped
country any more than in an advanced capitalist country
without mobilizing women In struggle for their liberation.

Especially pertinent to this question is an article that
appeared in the June 1970 issue of the Iirrnational
Socialist Review on "Women In the Chinese Revolution.®
Itis an interview with Chen Pi-lan, today a leader of the
Chinese section of the Fourth International, who was
recruited to the Chinese Communlst Party in 1922 after
a CP leader came to her girl's boarding school and
gave a speech on "Women's Position in Soclety.” She
is an outstanding example of the kind of women who
were won to the Marxist movement by the correct policies
of the Communist International during its revolutionary
years Chen describes how they organized the girl's
school, demanding the right to cul their halr, to have
as freedom to love and freedom of marriage in addition
to participating In strikes, May Day demonstrations, and

L] L] .
w hal emerges from this sketchy outline of the
International during Its early years is a strik-
ingly clear picture And I should polnt out that within
with the develapments that were laking place within
the Soviet Unlon itsell To do so would even further

The real situation was far from one of indifference of
hostility to the special oppression of women. On =

coeducation, to hold discussion circles on questions such
forming working women's clubs.

political orlentation and activities of the Third
the framework of this talk Ihave not attempted fo deal
strengthen the posiflve points I have stressed.
contrary, the Comintern recognized the erucial Impor-

tance of slruggles by women around every question

ranging from the right to divorce, to equal pay, i
ntmtl.:tiugn, o mmmulﬁl kiichens and laundry services.
They made It mandalory that every section ol thk B
ternational develop a program of demands and an
orientation tfoward winning the leadership of mass strug®
gles by working women, and integrated this s
the perspective of the struggle for power. enness
\'."Fm li:mn' resisiance lggu'lh‘ line, and an unev
In carrying it ouf? Yes, of course there Wik AL EA
there was unevenness, resistance, and hatkmwACsOe, 0.1;
every other question on which the Third Internation
bullt it foundations. But the leadership of the h#:::i
tional led, they fought to educale Lhe Inlemnl:tunalm
establish the correct political line on this key QHE:I e
And where it was carried out the correciness

orientation was proven many imes overs their
Were the leaders of the International perfect In

the
own attitudes or understanding? Did me;_l:;‘:ﬁm

consclousness of communist men and wom epth
they even as aware as we are today nhﬂut:ltht;lrdil?
of the soclal prejudices against women, &8

th
d:;;y are reflected in language and innumerable so-
loduy :t?;plbd stereotypes? Of course not Feminists
i s Ing Lenin, or the proceedings of the Comin-
it nndn!“#ﬂ, or any other literature of that period,
oPaiom e:mr examples of pleasantries at the expense
ol and language which we would never allow
s;n revolutionary movement loday.
S dt :-::;1 to this as "proof” that the socialist move
et d::dm the oppression of women. This
P Ao onesi subterfuge, an example of the kind
o thinking I referred to earlier. It fafls to
el because some of the leaves are worm-
[ § An atiempt to substitute subjective criteria
:; an honest evaluation of the political line advocated,
mipt!d, and carried oul by the revolutionary Marxist
2 ﬂ:mml In its evolution. Judging on that basls, which
o ;nnly one thal counts in the long run, we must
Ay that the Third Intermational in its early years had
a murerudmmcqi, revolutionary analysis of women's

organiration in world histo Y.
o!nthum makes us extremely conscious of the depth
€ Stalinist counterrevolution and betrayal On the
question of women's liberation—as on the national
question, youth, the united front, and others—broad
layers of revolutionaries are only cow starting to work
:;::l EIDB:]:; u[E to—positions that were established
Eviks some fifty years ago. Humanity has
paid an incalculable price for "
M Marxist traditions during that lost half-century.

The Fourth International
I Comintern did not die with the Stalinization of
the International and the political counterrevolu-
ton in the Soviet Union in the late 19208 They were
carried on by the Soviet Left Opposition, and then by
the International Left Opposition They became the
bedrock on which the Trotskyist Fourth International
was bullt Ouce again, as with all the earlier turning
poinis in the history of revolubionary Marxism, the
question of women's liberation was one of the differ
ences which divided revolutionaries from nonrevolu-
Honaries.

The years of isolation, the economic backwardness
of preWorld War I Russia, the terrible devastation of
Imperialist war and civil war, the great human price
pald by the October Revolution in its struggle for sur-
vival were too much. The revolution could not emerge
unscathed. While capitalism was nol restored, under
Stalin's leadership the privileged bureaucracy acquired
a more and more deadly stranglehold on the revalu
tion in all spheres —foreign policy, national minorities,
political freedom, economic planning, education, elc
As an Integral part of this process the galns made by
women following the October Revolution were reversed,
one after the other. The [amily was replaced on its
pedestal, abortions were made lllegal, divorce became
more and more difficuli and costly, prostiution and
homosexuality again became erimes punishable by im-
prisonment, daycare centers were closed or their hours
shortened, coeducation was eventually elimioated, and
more

Again and again the Leflt Opposition led by Trotsky
sounded the alarm against these measures and exposed
whal they meanl both on the ideclogical plane and
on the level of human suffering for millions of women.
In The Revolubion Betrayed Trolsky devoted an entire
chapter to the effects of the Stalinist reaction on women
and the family. He explained the material reasons why
the revoluton was unable to provide the necessary
allernatives to the family system, and why the privileged
bureaucracy was compelled in its own sellinterest to
reinforce the famlly and decpen the oppression of women.

In 1938, in an article entitled "Does the Soviel Govern-
menl Still Follow the Principles Adopted Twenty Years
Ago”, Trotsky summarized the process by which the
galns made by women after the revolution were reversed:

*The position of woman Is the most graphic and tell-
ing indicator for evaluating a social regime and state
policy. The October Revolution inscribed on its banner
the emancipation of womankind and created the most
progressive legislation In history on marriage and the
family. This does not mean, of course, that a ‘happy
Ife' was immediately In siore for the Soviel woman.
Genulne emancipation of women is inconcelvable without
a general rise of economy and culture, without the
destruction of the petty-bourgeols economic family unit
withou! the introduction of socialized food preparation,
and education. Meanwhile, guided by its conservative
inetinct, the bureaucracy has taken alarm at the 'dis-
mwr‘mn' of the family. It began singing panegyrics
to the family supper and the family laundry, that is,
the household slavery of woman To cap it all the
bureaucracy has restored criminal punishment for abor-
tions, officially returning women to the status of pack
anlmals In complete contradiction with the ABC of
Communlsm the ruling caste has thus restored the most
reactionary and benighted nucleus of the class regime,
Le, the bourgeois family.” (Wriings of Leon
Trotsky, 1937-38 (New York: Pathfinder Press, 1970},
P'I;?:h]ch terms the positions of revolutionary Marxism
were carried over into our heritage upon the founding
of the Soclalist Workers Party and the Fourth Inter-
national. We can proudly and legitimately lay laim lo
the unbroken continuity of a 125-year struggle by the

against women's oppression, and to
cstablish a soclalist world which alone can lay the

~and
basls liberation of women. we do
say t:l-:l?ill in harmony with this tradition, and a

continuation of it

be revolutionary ideas and methods of the early

the break In the continuity

The suffrage movement and “bourgeois feminism"
I wan! now lo deal specifically with the suffrage

movement because there is probably no other single
chapter In the history of women's struggles where
the position and role of soclalists has been so falsifled
misunderstood, or distorted ) |
The problem Is two-sided. On the one hand, the popu- '
lar historians of the suffrage movement, who are mostly !
ant-Marxist, have had little interest in ferreting out the
role of the soclalist movement One can read book
afier book on the sullrage campaign and nol come
ACTOSs even a passing reference to the participation of
Marxist women. %
On the other hand, many sectarian or ultraleft "s0-
cialists” have taken the position thal the suffrage move
ment was for nothing bul a trivial bourgeols reform, a
diversion from the real class struggle, of no cancern 1o :
workingclass women who did not at all beneflt from ‘3
winning such a nebulous demoecratic right under capital- .
lsm. These so-called socialists have had no Inlerest In i
discussing the real record of the revolutionary parties
in the fight for female suffrage either, as it would com- i
pletely contradict their faneiful sectarian inlerpretations. ¥
To begin with, let me take up one question that has 4
bothered a good many who have read some of the 4
socialist literature on the suffrage and feminist move
ment at the turn of the century. Over and over, the
articles and resolutions denounce "bourgeois feminism,*
or just plain feminism, as a threat to the working-class
movement. Even today, women In organizations like
the International Sociplists or other sectarian groups i
use such references to accuse the Trotskyists of break ' '
ing with the Marxist tradition of implacable opposition
to bourgeois feminism.
What was the real point at {ssue? What is bourgeols
{;nlnhm? And why was s0 much fire directed agalinst
First let's dispose of a misunderstanding which some- i}
times makes communication difficult even today. It hap- kY
pens that the European radical movement has always :
used the term feminism as synonymous with opposition
to a materialist analysis of women's oppression. In this i
usage & [eminist is someone who consciously rejects
the idea that we must abolish private property U we
are o achieve women's liberation. Socialism and fem-
inism are thus mutually exclusive Ly
The American radical movement—as we saw even s
from the articles in the New Review—has not always
used the terms in that way. For us a feminis| is aAny i ]
woman who recognizes thalt women are oppressed as
a eex and Is willing to earry out an uncompromising
struggle to end that oppression. Thus we say the most
consistent feminist must be a sociallst This difference
in terminology often causes confusion and misunder
standings.

The goal of the nineteenth- and early twentieth-century

sulfrage movemen! was to achieve a reform in the l
voling laws, to further democratlze the elecloral base
in the existing bourgeois states. It was a continuation
of the struggle to extend the [ranchise to the masses
that began with the crest of the bourgeois-democralic
revolution in the late eighteenth century. In the Unlled
States, universal white male suffrage had been achieved
by the 1830s or 1840s through a series of struggles
and reform laws that finally ellminated property quall-
fications for white males over twenty-one years old {
With the post-Civil War enfranchisement of Black male

adulis —the [ormal if not real enfranchisement— only

women were denied the vote

In Europe Il was different In most countries uni-
versal male sulfragé had not been won, and often the
suffrage struggle was o combined one for males and
females

As with all struggles [or reforms, the suflrage move-
ment affected and Involved many different layers and
all classes of society. The reform was not in and of
itself unacceptable to the ruling class, the bourgeolsie
Within the limits of parliamentary democracy it could
be used as a device to undercut the deepening working-
class radicalization and further disgulse the class na-
ture of the capilalisi state After all If every aduli has
one vole, and the poor obviously outnumber the rich
by millions fo one, isn't the government they elect ev-
idently subservitnt to the interests of the workers?

But the fight for democratic reforms Is also in the
Interests of the working class, as Lenln explained over
and over agaln [t is what he called the ABC of Marx-
ism. For example, In rejecting the views of one P. Kiev-
sky, who had argued that socialists should abstain :
from the fight to win for women the right of divorce {
on the grounds that such a reform would be meaning- !
less under capitalism, Lenin said:

*That objection reveals complete fallure to undersiand
the relation between democracy in general and cap-
italism. The conditions that make il Impossible for the .
oppressed classea to 'exercise' their democrate rights i S
are not the exception under capitallsm; they are typical
of the system. In mosl cases the right of divorce will
remaln unrealisable under capitalism, for the oppresssd
sex is subjugated economically. No matter how much
democracy there is under capltalism, the woman re
mains a 'domestic slave’, a slave locked up in the
bedroom, nursery, kilchen. . . .

"Only those who cannot think straight or have no
knowledge of Marxism will conclude: so there Is no
point . . . In freedom of divorce, no polal in demoe-
racy. . . . Bul Marxists know thal democracy does
not abolish class oppression. Il only makes the class
struggle more direct, wider, more open and 10 i B
and that is what we need. The fuller the freedom of §
divorce, the clearer will women see that mm
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of thelr 'domestic slavery'
rights. The more democratic
the cearer will the workers set

iralism, not lack of rights. . . . : 5
mfr;f:" democracy’ conslsts In the proclamation 2

realisation of 'rights’ which under cupl!a:u:nﬁrn;dr:
alisable only to a very gmall degree a;nlhﬁe Ao
tively. But withoul the proclamation -:r’ e ity
without a struggle to introduce lhnajm rfm-. m o gl'e
withoul training the masses in the splril 1.:[ thbar Er 'ﬁ.ﬁjrxj
sociallem 1s impossible” (From "A Caricature of :

jsm and Imperialist Economism,” written August-Oc-

tober 1916. In Lenin's Collected Works [Moscow: Prog-

3 : . 72-74.)

<s Publishers, 1964], Vol. 23, pp. /=-1 _
Ff;-:r Pvm:a {n that spirit that revolutionary Murxl,ﬂ.t:
fought unconditonally for full male and female sul
frage ;
{ was In the quite different spirit of n\fur:ning m.l:,

l jtalism In order to Improve an already "good 5y®

the system of governmenk,

tem” that many bourgeois and middle-class wu:rmc-lr:
participated in the suffrage struggle And _lhf‘}' k‘?;"
positions that reflected thelr uPPr:rlel-‘lr& .“né:: Mbnui
clags blas—io use Marxisl lemmnlog}. elr L
geols bias. Many women honesty e lh;l-: im;}
women galned the vol-’:ﬂlﬂlf}' ‘-'-‘I'-‘”m rid capitallsm

wars, poverty, and other evils

itﬁF]'.n Engipand. prior to World War I, most of Ih.c ﬁli;
frage movemenl was demanding the vole r-:nrm-.a.l:t:m 2
on “equal terms with men.” This meanit on Ihe hiuf:-:;
of property restrictions that wouldl have disfranc sl
most working-class women. Revolutionists opposed this,
of course. They demanded universal female m.ld male
suffrage, nothing less. Such a fundamential difference
was a difference In class outloock and program, a1nd
thorougkly justified the de&ignﬂﬂuan the hal[-m;'a.i.-
suffragists as bourgeois in their political perspective.
In both the United States and Britain, the majority
of the suffragists supporied thelr *own" bourgeols gov-
ernment in the first imperialist world war. All revo-
lutionary Marxists—male and i‘male—upposeﬁ that
war, and a class line was drawn on that question as
well
Many women within the suffrage movement opposed
ihe perspective of independent mass actions by wﬂ:mm
{o win the vole and other forms of militant tactics aimed
at involving large numbers of women. For us the stral-
egy of mobilizing the masses to take control d.?lf their
own destiny Is a class question, a question of principle.
Many suffragists in the United Siates appealed to
racist and anti-immigrant prejudices. They argued that
women should have the vote to save the South from
being controlled by Blacks and the North and West
by foreigners
Revolutionary Marxists condemned such positions,
fought againsi them, and refused lo be identified with
thern, That is no different from what we do today.
Today we polemicize with “bourgeois” and “petty-bour-
geois® feminists who believe that liberation can be
achieved or even advanced by voting for MecGovern
or some other capilalist party candidate In the same
way, we direct our fire against those feminists who
oppose the perspective of mobilizing masses of women
and believe they can find a personal solution either by
individually dropping out of the system or by making
it within the system.
In the same way we polemicize with those feminists
who believe that class divisions and exploitation stem
from sex oppression and nol vice versa. In the same
way we Iry lo win the largest possible number of fight-
ing women (o our banner because we know that only
by building a mass revolutionary party can we as
sure the wvictory of the socialist revolution and gain
women's liberation.

In thal sense we agree 100 percent with the condemna-
tion of "bourgeois” feminism and our fight today is
simply a continuation of our forebears’ fight to win
the women's movemen! to a working-class perspective

Having said that, il should also be added that some
of the nineleenth- and early twentieth-century atacks
on bourgeois feminism did not stem from such po-
Iitical or revolutionary considerations. There is no
doubt that many reformist, pseudosocialist, and just
plain backward but revolutionary minded men and
women often used the term bourgeois feminism not
as & scientific political designation, but as an epithet,
An easy way lo cover up for their chauvinisi preju-
dices against women This is basically what Lenin
was referring to when he told Clara Zetkin, "we must
root out the old slaveowner's point of view, both in
the Party and among the masses. ™

If we often avoid terms like ‘bourgeois™ or "petty-
baurgeols® feminism today, it is because they are not
widely understood. Over the years they have been so
misused in the radical movement that they usually
obscure differences rather than clarily them.

The question of *bourgeois feminism® also arose in
connection with the organizational relationship between
the broad suffrage movemen! and the work done by
the socialist parties.

For example, al the world congress of the o
International held In E'."I.lligaﬂ, Gfman}rT in lg:}:'?ln:
resolution on the fight for women's suflrage was passed
which said, among other things, that women workers
should campaign for the franchise, nof in conjunction
with the bourgeois Bupporters of women's rights, but in
conjunction with the class parties of the prolelariat In
1808 the convention of the Soclalist Farty inthis country
passed a simllar resolution. What exactly did this
lnvolve? 'i'h €an be sure that such resolutions were some
ﬂﬁmu used as justifications for a sectarian abstention
mﬁ?;ﬁ;“lﬁ“ﬂx! struggle, but that was not the Intent of

Such statements did n
refuse to collaborate, n:l;nu:,:,i::‘f: e s i

with non-
socialists or anyone else. What they did mean was that
revolutionaries would refuse to compromlee on

questions
of class principle such as the attitude to imperiallst war
racism, eft. They also meant that the Soclal Democratic

paluﬂ Irutlld Cury oul & com
thelr own name. We palgn for suffrage in

mags partles, with tens of thous

movement in

coun i :
talked about iry alter country. And when they

Organizing their own forces 1o fight, they

(s capitalism, not lack of

that the root evil Is

tleipation.
P::-ty was slrong enough

50,000 women in the

ar
were (alking about mAass p
If the Sociallst Workers

y bilize 30,000 of , |
today tuf "{Eﬁ York demanding ﬂbartinndaf» ufl'-’{}:“:;:}
streets © banner, you can be sure we would
uynder our Own R k with other forces,

ot be a refusal towor o
o to Jon togeber (o mobllze LR T i
g ﬂdun::::.dl':;.tr;llc T::ﬁll guch actlons on our oW
gt IL-Ilhu.w masses of workers fo joln with us, nol
2 Betty Friedan
{ eollaborating with bourgeols
: . {8 well explained by Bebel In his ll'itmduc!:an
“Gm'ﬂ n and Soctalism. He sharply aliacks the ldea
:Eat“zr::'mn from different classes cannol [‘l::iht :1];2:
side one another for specific demﬂnd;l‘ahglm:ﬂm:
inating the appresslnl: -:-I;;I; :;o&ln:r;me;uf]}mﬂﬂmwb
“The class-anlagonism, e,
ment rages between the capitalist and thedw;- e o
which. with the ripening ol conditions, g
:::Ipe.r and more pl‘ﬂﬂ{;.{lnctd, h.tll:n:nudp 11:](;&:;:&“1:[1':&?
's Movemend
:::;z:df;gm:x;vrix?urii in the aims and tactics of those
en%‘]lgtt‘hjnh;;;e, the hostile sisters have, fo a far grjm;ilg
extent than the male pﬂpulutlnn-aplit up as f\‘.'I:u: a :
is In the class struggle—a number of points 0 tnn:n;e
on which they can, although marching Hparutellﬁf. 8 ;ﬂ”
jointly. This happens on all the fieids, on whld1 e:;l Y,
tion is the equality of woman with man, within mun;ﬁ
society.™ (Published in this couniry as Woman :
Socialism [New York: Schocken Books, 1971}, p. '1:
Bebel's formula, "marching separately, strike Jointly,
the classic definition of the united-front tactic, was pro-
' B efore itbecame the byword
posed more than forty years b :
of the Third International under Lenin and Trotsky.

Socialists in the suffrage struggle

et's review the record of what the parties of the
Second and Third internationals actually did to
help win the suffrage struggle.

First and not the least important, was that they
established a clear line of principle on what they were
fighting for. This was settled al the 1907 Stuftgart Con-
gress of the Second International. The Austrian Social
Democrats were then In the midst of a suffrage fight,
and they had decided that the key task was winning
universal male enfranchisement Arguing that the
demand for women's suffrage might endanger the possi-
bility of winning the vote for working men, Victor Adler
and the other reforinist Austrian leaders decided not to
campalign for female suffrage

Clara Zetkin and others demanded that this question
be settled by the international congress. Alfter debate
the congress voted to condemn the Austrian party for
sacrificing the principle of equal rights for women (o
what the Austrians thought would be a more expedient
position vis-a-vis the male workers.

The same guestion came up in Belgium, where the
Soclal Democracy was led —as in Austria—by openly
reformist forces. In 1902 and again in 1918 the Social
Democrats refused to demand suffrage rights for women
because they belleved that most women would vote for
the reactionary Catholic parties. Belgian women did not
win the right to vole until after World War IL

(. This would n

and
with Shirley Chigholm or

What Is meant by no

Against this background, the fight to pass a prin-
cipled, revolutionary position on women's suffrage was
nol an insignificant question.

With a clear, principled line established, the second
important thing the Social Democracy did was make
the campaign for women's suffrage international in
scope. This was the origin of March 8 as International
Women's Day. We know from experience in the anti-
war movemenl thal organizing and bullding Interna-
tionally coordinated actions is no small job, and we
shouldn’t underestimate the impact and power of the
Second Inlernational’s campaign on this issue.

Taking their inspiration from the mass actions for
women's sulfrage organized by the socialist women in
the United States, the Inlernational Soclalist Women's
Congress in 1910 called for an international day of
action demanding universal female suffrage. The unify-
ing theme was (o be: "The vote [or women will unite
our strength in the struggle for soclalism.” The response
to the call was beyond all expeclations.

In Germany and Ausiria, for example, the action
was broadly built committees were formed. publicity
put ouil, demonstratlons and meelings organized. ar-
ticles prepared for the press. Speclal m.w.rni:mperu were
issued the week before the day of actlon. The Vole
for Women appeared In Germany and Wo ;
In Austria

Alexandra Kollontal, the Russian revolutionary wom-
en's leader, described the turnout for the first Wome
Day In 1911 in the following way:

"Germany and Austria . .
bling sea of women
where—In the small

mm'.g .Dﬂl,f

omen's

- were one seething trem-
Meetings were organised Every-
towns and even in the village:
_ ges.
Halls were packed so full that they had to msk work-
ers to give up thelir places to the women. This Wis
certalnly the first show of milltancy by the

working
w]:}mtn. Men stayed at home with the children for a
change, and thelr wives, (he caplive housewlves, went

1o meetings.” ( Internation
Kollontal [London: N
1972, p. 2.)

In Austria, 30,000 wWomen and men look
the largest street demonstration.
tional Women's Day became

In th
<! h“eml;];l':ed Blates, too, the Soclalist Party played
1m“-um'];} : ol role in the final stage of the suffrage
sl d;,mtr;.\vdm thG‘?-EIB on. Party conventions discussed
e OW lo participale In and organize the
Y B¢ campaign; demonstrations and m
ﬂ:gs:untllzl-ad—-gr:mumlruuuns called by the

2l as br ' p
e oader ones in which the soc

In 1907, the publi
crealed as one of the
ever the SP ha

al Women's Day by Alexandra
orth London Socialist Woman,

part in
Thereafter, Interna-
80 annual event

cetings were
party ltself
lalists ook

catlon The Socialist Woman was
X many SP-orienled Journals ‘.'i.’hvr:
-inﬁi‘fﬂtu};’s they introduced suffrage

Sullrage was one of the themes

B s Eelﬂay meetings and actions. And in 1908
ected A full-time pald organizer o diru;--t

TR

the work an a national scale .
In at least three slates (h 1
around the suffrage lm‘:ﬁt‘hlh!.
perhaps declsive parl in the w
Nevada, Kansas, and the ¢ O the ¢
York. During the helght nl.’n:hﬂ.uﬂlin‘
Soclallst Party organized sulfrage m ?
in the clty every single night 8p & Cetingy
state New York and New York gf"'ﬂ‘ﬁ
declsive In securing the narrow m"ﬂn% Way
The Sociallst Party al
dates for olfice, wh?fh :::?a?,:grm
take. For example, Kate Richardg g-m -
House In Kansas in 1910, Apng A I
ernor of Washington In 1912, and Ey p ¢
for lleutenant governor of New York in 10 h‘._ i)
Far from the suffrage slruggle Piss 18. o ik
Party by, as one would assume Irgmhly g
counts, many of the most articulate and Oum *
and certainly the most politically mn&""‘b
the Soclalist Party. The SP was ey ¢ |
tens of thousands of members. F y wit I
likke Rheta Childe Dorr jolned the
they came fo realize, as Dorr explained
ization of the laws gover .
part of the Soclalist platform
world." Ry
A roster of women who were in the
reads like an honor roll of the carly ¢
century: Ella Reeve Bloor, Mary “uﬂjg!?d!'
Richards O'Hare, Margaret Sanger, Hellen Kﬂlu,h
Loulse Strong, Rose Pastor Stokes, Anloinetts % Ay
and maAny more M
In fact, Ida Husted Harper, auth Sy
of Woman Suffrage, 1900-1920, t;:mfdh%
House Judiclary Committee In 1912 m“ﬁ:‘ﬂ-ﬁ
Parly was “the only one which declares lﬁr&%- [
suffrage and thereby gives women ap g 'Ih '
come out and stand by iL" In her opinion {;Mi
“why there seem to be more Socialisi ':h
Republican or Democratic.” (Cited by James S
In The Decline of Socialism in America, 181319
[New York: Monthly Review Press, 1967), p. ) i
The fact that the Socialist Party fought for ;
suffrage was one reason why the Sp attrackd po
outspoken women leaders than the capifalisi pare
But that was not all that was involved. The detisioe
join the revolutionary working-class Dcvemey
represented a qualltatively higher level of conscioum
concerning the problems of women's Oppression gad
what would be necessary to achieve liberation T
women who joined the Socialist Party did so beawe
they understood that the only key which could e
the door fo their liberation as a sex was the rasde
of state power from the hands of the capitalid rim
to the working class.

¥

The Bolsheviks and the suffrage movement

he party that made the greaiest contribuse

to the struggle for women's suffrage bowere

was not the amorphous American SP bl &
more unequivocally revolutionary Russian Bolisevits
And their contribution was not only national bt bss
national in scope

Despite the illegal conditions of czarist represes
both the Mensheviks and the Bolsheviks orgasss &
tivities for International Women's Day starting i 1853
Alexandra Kollontal describes how they ofganisd &
illegal "Morning Teach-In on the Woman QuesSes'S
Petrograd in 1913 (at the end of which almestal
the party speakers were arrested). She points ost ¥
an Inspiration this action was—despile the arss=s
others around the world.

Those early actions in 1913 and 1914 laid Besss
for the massive women's demonstration of L
1917 (February 23 by the Russian c;]mdu].'l_ﬁh
Petrograd women poured Into the sirees
"Bread for our children,” and "The return of our be
bands from the trenches.” The Russian :
marked its beginning from that day. \

The legal equality won by the women wa”
was o tremendous embarrassment fo the o
democracies around the world where women Weis
the right to vote Women in Russia won the m‘u
with the February Revolution and during s
pleckets at the White House frequently ﬂ"‘“_‘
contrasting "Free Russia”® with "Kalser Wilsan 8

Supporters of the Women's Party in the U “
a “watch fire" In an urn in front of th!“;:i.fu
and every time Wilson made a § i
referred (o freedom, even In passing, a ]
speech was burned In the waltch fire wﬁ#
the world gained powerful supporl in uf”
demands from the fact thal even in "back¥ .
women had won the right to vote "

With the victory of the Bolsheviks lnﬂﬂ'ﬂwi:ﬁ
assumed a cabinet post for the [first th“w'j
Alexandra Kollontal became the hf“ﬂdm |
fare Ministry. When Kollontal was later M
first woman ambassador In hision¥s ”;“
diplomatic corps of the world “‘:‘t‘
sions. Not only was she a woman, bu -
one at that, w;ﬂ was hardly fit to al-lo':l-'“'“
gueeng, and heads of slate .

We can point to the victory of the R“"'"I: | ﬁ'
and the establishment of the firsl workers -*‘
world as an historic contribution BbY¥ oulEs
to the struggle for women's suflrag&
tion, and the progress of all humanify.

* . »

Whai | have iried to do In this talk

a8 o beginning. Much more research 0 e
As we unearth new material, discover n
establish new facts, new conclugions 'B&

gest themselyes. We may want to i p
further develop our Initial impressions of
But this Is the beginning of the prntﬂ'mr’
threads of continuity in our Marxist his is F e
Ing our traditions. The deeper we EO m[llh‘lﬂﬂr -~
rediscovering our own past, the richef w‘nd
standing of today, the better prr,'pﬂﬂd a8 i‘t“ﬂ;
dent we will be to break new groun

tasks and challenges in the fuhure
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The following, tenth Installment of our (ranslation of
ce Frank's The Fourth International: A Contribution
the History {}f the Trﬂf’kyfl! Movement E'ﬂmplﬂ‘ttl the

- and final section of Chapler 6: "The International
~ Reunited.”

Chapter 6: From 1948 to 1968
(Cont'd)

The Campaigns of the International
[The second Congress After Reunification)

[nternal difficulties and aftacks of hostile groups were,
fortunately, not the only matters claiming the attention
of the united leadership of the International. The entire

Trotskyist movement was engaged in increasing Its ac-

fivities, consolidating the reunification and preparing for
an upann!an of the International

The International undertook a campaign in defense
of the imprisoned Polish revolutionists, two young lead-
as in particular, Modzelewsky and Kuron, who were
spokesmen for left currents at the Universgity of Warsaw.
The International was responsible for the publication of
their "Open Letter to the Polish Workers Party," which
sas the first programmatic document of the antibureau-
eratic revolution to come out of a workers state since
fhe days of Trotsky and the Left Opposition. The Inter-
national also publicized the positions of Communists who
criticlzed, from the left, the Yugoslay Communist Leagye's
policies. For the first time in many a year, Marxist rev-
oltionary thought was being formulated in places where
sialinism had exercised almost total domination, or where
right-wing leaderships prevailed.

Moreover, the Fourth International was at various times
able to publicize positions and documents coming from
eritical elements within the Soviet Union itsell Quite re
cently, the International brought the positions of a left
eurrent in Czechoslovakia3s to the attention of world
working-class opinion

The Fourth International intervened In various ways
o the Sino-Soviet conflict. All the sections utilized the
opportunities available to them for influencing the crisis
in the Communist parties As their differences became
exacerbated, the two leaderships, Soviet and Chinese, each
accused the other of playing into the Fourth International’s
bands

We have already mentioned the defense of Cuba. On
this subject, it should be pointed out that the activity
of Latin American Trotskyists contributed a greal deal
loward clarifying the Cuban positions on Trotskyism.
In accordance with the decision of the world congress
mentioned above, an intérnational campaign was launched
for the defense of Hugo Blanco, a Trotskyist militant
ind leader of the Peruvian peasants. After a gomewhat
dow start, this campaign attained considerable propor-
ions. Declarations of solidarity arrived from all over
the world; more and more meetings and demonstrations
¥ere held In numerous cities everywhere. This campalgn
¥is 80 strong that it reached the reformist trade-unions
8 well as organizations linked to the Communist par-
et Never before had the International waged such a
¥orld campaign. Undoubtedly this campaign coincided
¥ith a development of the objective situation, first in Latin
America and then in Vietnam, which assured it of a broad-
o audience At first this campaign resulted in several
POstponements of the trial— a trial at which Hugo Blanco
ddended himself in masterful fashion. The campalgn suc-
teeded In averting the death penalty that the court would
mosl cerfainly have pronounced, considering the charges

‘gainst Hugo Blanco, if world opinion had not been
Mérted and mobillzed.

t- Avallable In English, logether with Isaac Deutscher’s pro-
Pu.': 0 Wladyslaw Gomulka and the Central Committee of the
Workers party, under the title Revolutionary Marxil

Studen ts h:n Poland Speak Out Pathfinder Press, Inc., New York
T nsialor

2-5' For documents in English from the Czechoslovakian k_ft-
mmunis| opposition, see The [nvasion of Crechoslopakia,

lied by Les Evans. Pathfinder Press, Inc., New York — Trans:
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of fasc e imperialiat
Ethio-

events that shook the world thr

19308 —the rlse
the labor radicalization In

pla, the civil war In Spaln,

repression In the Sov

able in books and pamphleté-

counfiries, the invasions of China and

| 11, paper $2.95 :
i d“?::r:‘: “”Hﬁg?;? EFEb:f xﬂlﬂi';K Y (1938- tactics to the level of principle. This selec-

i : - 11, paper $2.95  tion of his brilliant military writings also
o e mn“ml‘s m‘hﬂ:ﬁ:‘;.aﬂ (Hﬂﬁﬁs‘m}t:fwﬂﬂix ﬁ;r;xr (1939- contains Karl Radek's 1923 Pravda article
articles, letters, and Interviews . WRITI

from 1929-1940 thal are nol curren

jet Union. This

ty ava

Finally,
following
the International aleried

Buard, to Carry out actio
revolution.

J:ﬂm the beginning of 1965, L e, immediately

e Yankee escalation of the war in Vietnam,
all its sections, the entire van-
ns in support of the Vietnamese

Less than two years aflt

was made to er the reunification, the decision

call a world congress. Re
presented al this
congress, held in December 1965 with over sixty persons

E&E“ l:ﬁ‘i h:“ﬂ;:iﬁ?u;uiﬁ. The congress demon-
Ao IhE s iy n had been effectively consoll-
come The urgnnlr.ugti L ey
i ot L on was able lo turn most ofits forces
£ piement its policies under more normal
conditions.
Vi’:ll;ir:fr;f:?l: Eave lop lmp?nanﬂ- to the defense of
SR Ir:::i h‘:li of the serious defeats of the masses
T onesia, the congress forcefully proclaimed
: counlerpose a world strategy for socialist
rwnlu‘uon. lo the global strategy of imperialism. It issued
Uth: following call for the defense of the Vietnamese revolu-

a.

“Communists, worker-members of Communist parties,
workers, youth, intellectuals of the workers states:

“Initiate and broaden your campaign to compel the
Kremlin to end its shady and underhanded dealings with
the Imperialist aggressor while it gives only miserly drib-
lets of aid to the heroic masses of the Democratic Re
public of Vietnam and the National Liberation Front of
South Vietnam. By the millions raise the slogan, 'Planes,
guns [or the Vietnamese people!”

"Workers, poor peasants, militant nationalists in the
semicolonlial countries:

“Rise up resclutely against imperialism, strike against
it everywhere al the same time Take advantage of the
fact that imperialism has engaged its main forces in Viet-
nam. Open up many new fronts, and strike down Im-
perialism's lackeys and toadles wherever conditions are
favorable

"Workers of the entire world:

"Compel the leaders of all mass organizations, the lead-
ers of all workers states that ciaim to speak in the name
of soclallsm, to form an unshakable anti-lmperialist united
front, under whose devastating blows Imperialism will
be forced to retreat”

In addition to a political resolution dealing with several
essential points, among others the crisis of leadership in
the colonial revolution —which had resulted in a series
of grave defeats—and the new oppositional currents that
had appeared in the United States, several documents
were discussed and adopted at this congress

The development of West European capitalism and the
tasks of revolutionary Marxists was the subject of one
of these documents This document analyzed in detail the
development of the economic situation, which evinced dif-
ferent characteristics in different countries, and the con-
tradictions of the Common Market It stressed the trend
toward a "strong state’ and the obstacles countering the
trend. It took note of the appearance of reactionary cur-
rents and racist tendencles exploiting the Immigration of
foreign workers, often dark:skinned, in several countries
The document pointed oul the thoroughgoing degenera-
tion of the Social Democratic and Stalinist leaderships
and the danger of integration Into the bourgeois state
bearing down ever more heavily on the trade-union or-
ganizations It pointed oul further that in Fc-untries where
the Social Democracy dominated the working-class move
ment, left tendencies made their appearance more uf;en
inside the trade-union movement, because part of the tra t.h[
union bureaucracy fell constrained to mufke u‘ Ihi?: r,:
opposition in order not to lose all credibility w e
workerse Finally, the document stated that, contrary t::l
the thinking of numerous currents which maintained r;--
olutionary positions (heoretically but proved total uker.; dz:
concerning revolutionary possibilities in the present ?erku :
the contradictions of capitalism, even in the framewor Ia
neocapitalism, were such that defensive economic struggles

of the masses could at certain times lead to offensive

demands, and to a revolu-

truggles to win transitional

:ionﬁ}' situation with the appearance of organs of dual
ower. Starting with these considerations and taking into

Ectuul.'li the international situation, a specific transitional
rogram for each country had to be formulated

v Tfll! docum :nt on “The Sino-Soviet Conflict and the Cri-
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9. MILITARY WRITINGS by Leon Trotsky
OELETY TROTERY IR During the civil war which followed the Rus- 1§

g34- sian Revolution, Troisky organized the Red |
r $3. Army and led its successful fight on twenty-
35) (France) 3689 s OTSKY (1935- one fronts against American and European
counterrevolutionary forces. Drawing upon
his practical military experience and the

Marxist method, Trotsky polemicized against
those who soughl to elevate specific military

on Trotsky. 160pp., $2.25 3

sls in the International Communist Movement" started off
by examining a quesiion thai had frequently been raised
in varlous places: Was there a Stalinist phase in China
{and, more generally, would there necessarily be such a
phase in every backward workers state)? Replying In
the negative, the document pointed out the differences
between Maoism and Stalinism, and reaffirmed Trotsky's
view that Stalinism was a form of bureaucratization that
would be unique, because it was due to a partlcular com-
bination of clrcumstances — a combination that would nev-
er agaln occur in history. This document then proceeded
to a detalled examination of pro-Peking partles and
groups, on the one hand, and pro-Moscow parties and
groups, on the other. A section of the text was devoted
to Castroism.

Another lengthy document dealt with “Progress and Prob-
lems of the African Revolution” About ten years had
elapsed since the old African colonialism had largely
given way o new structures. The document distinguished
three major sectors in Africa: where colonialism and rae
ism still exist; where there is a distinct neocolonial struc-
ture; and where revolutionary transformations have taken
place

The first sector was essentlally confined to the southern
part of Africa. It did not pose any special theoretical
problems, the important matter being the problems ralsed
by the struggle, which would become exceptionally in-
tense there

In the second sector were to be found countries like
Morocco, Tunisia, Libya, most of the former French col-
onies In West Africa, the Congo, Slerra Leone, Nligeria,
Ethiopla, Somalla, etc. Nor did this sector pose any dif-
ficult theoretical problems. [ts neocoloniallst nafure was
perfectly clear, and the tasks of revolutionists could casily
be formulated

The third sector comprizsed couniries like Ghana, Zan
zibar, Guinea, Mall, Egvpt, Algeria. Generally speaking
these are counirles where independence had been won
by mass struggle, or couniries which had adopted anti-
imperialist, sometimes anticapitalist, measures and which
had been in the vanguard of the struggle against the
colonial or neocolonlal systems A goodly portion of
the document was devoted to describing what had hap-
pened in these countries, their development, their
structure, measures taken, eic The documenl dealt with
the Algerian revolution at great length, with special at-
tention to the Ben Bella experience and to the new sit-
uation that had been created just a few months before—
the coup d'éat of June 19, 1965, that had carried Bou
medienne to power. In addition, the document pointed
oul the contradictions in these states and endeavored (o
formulate the conditions that would assure a mass up-
surge capable of transforming these countries into work-
ers states

The document ended wilh a section devoted to perspéc
tives and tasks, as well as to several essential conclu-
sions. [t highlighted specific characteristics of the Alrican
revolution: the existence of very backward seclors; the
confrontation between disintegrating tribal structures and
the social perspectives of the twentieth-century world; the
extraordinary combined development that marks this con-
tinent The document demonstrated that even where vic-
tory was assured by the presence of revolutionary Marx-
ists. there would be no simple solutions to these prob-
lems without very substantial and unselfish assistance
from the workers states. Such African countries would
especially need the help of workers states created in the
industrialized countries of Western Europe and Nogth

America. The document held it to be the duty of mem-
bers of the International to help In the formation of Af-

rican cadres capable of creating genuine revolutionary
parties

This document met with considerable discussion, espe
clally the parts dealing with the Algerian revolution; char-
acterization of the Ben Bella government characteriza-
tion of the regime in Egypt, etc. The document was adopt-
ed by the congress, although the latter felt that while the
document could provide a good working basls, varlous
questions needed further and more intensive study. It
was therefore decided that discussion of this document
should continue after the congress, and that the ques
tion of the African revolution would be placed on the

agenda of the next world congress.
[To be continued|
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votes cast for Nixon,
McGovern, Schmitz (candidate crfSr.he :
right-wing American party), :u::d lp:?c
{caudidate of the left-liberal People ]s
party) have been tallied am:_i_ :bt*. totals
published, U, S, election officials and

ne « media have continued, for the A
most part, to refuse to report the vm».,suj
cae: for socialist candidates. Asa m;,‘ L,
only fragmentary information about [:.
yote received by Linda Jenness, Ar{drlu.:v.
Pulley, and ninety-three ‘.}th‘:r .Scw.'m ist
Warkers Party candidates is available,

In Cuyahoga County, Ohio, (which
incluﬁesﬂfc city of Cleveland), where
Jenness and Pulley appeared on the
ballot despite a ruling by the Chio sec-
‘etary of state that they were ineligible
because of their age, the Trotskyist
ticket got 9, 773 votes (1.4 percent)
with 65 percent of the polling plarccs
counted, Schmiwz received 9, 567 votes,
and 1,256 were cast for the Communist
Party ticket of Gus Hall and Jarvis Tyner.

In Texas, Jenness and Pulley won 9, 700
votes (.28%). Local candidates in Texas
scored some impressive, although still
modest totals. Debby Leonard, the SWP
' candidate for governor, got 23,404 votes
Tom Kincaid received 58,384 votes
(3.3%) for state Attomey-General and
Anne Springer drew 92,039 (3.9 %) for
comptroller,

Whatever the final tally of SWP votes
may be, it will not provide an accurate
measure of the accomplishments of the
revolutionary-socialist ﬁm’i'giiﬁﬁ In
the December 1 issue of " ilitant",
a revolutionary-socialist weeldy published
in New York, Seigle, who was
. pmational campaign manager for the SWP
wrote : ", the f:nnm-PullE}r campaign
~ and the nearly 100 local and state-wide
socialist campaigns constituted the most
important, most successful, and most
extensive socialist election campaign
since the time of Eugene Debs.”

Linda Jenness travelled to ninety-nine

cities lpa.lgi:ﬁ to 332 meetings with
; audia;mes totalling 37, 000 persons.
' visited seventy-five cities, speak-

ing to 11,000 persons at 297 meetings.
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. The national convention of the Young

~ Socialist Alliance, a revolutionary-

~ socialist organisation in political solidarity
with the Socialist Workers Party, was
- held November 23-26 in Cleveland, Ohio,
'~ The gathering, attended by some 1,200
 persons, focused on the impact of the

~ moves toward a settlement of the Vietnam
A

~ In the international report, Geoff Mirel-
~ owitz said that "what is happening now
.« .. reflects a new stage for the Vietmam-
~  ese struggle and for the world revolution,
- We are seeing the effects of world events
on the Vietnamese, The result is that the
- Vietnamese are now faced with the
- prospect ui;utﬂ:mm:i:: the war that
- Will pose serious obstacles to the success-
- ful completion of the Vietnamese revol-
~ ution, The imposition of this agreement
. Onthe Viemamese is a result of Nixon's
~  agreements with Brezhney and Mao, This
~  detente will have a negative impact on
. othe _-ﬂxuftglwe;lfur lih;;:ﬁau as well,
i at not change the long-term
- pemspective of intensifying strugghf for
mational liberation and social justice, "

S N T - b T it Tt

1

}L'

- Mirelowitz reported on the expansion of
 the Fourth International, "Now is the

: time to build the Fourth International il
e e e
. buildd Allj

o the Soci aliiot?;fsmhn Party, " i)

mﬁﬁm’ tﬁl:f;:wl of activi

. 1ogo ugh ups and downs, periods of
i l_ﬂﬁnﬂ perieds of upsurge, the long-

- Tange prospect is for a continued deepen-
~ ing of the radicalisation and for new
~ waves of struggle,

Rose noted the belief held by most
Americans that the war will soon be
over, He said," The antiwar moyement
fmust be prepared Lo respond if Nixon
continues to reescalate the war, but

the rapidly shifting course of the negot-
fations and the likelibood of a military
cease-fire within weeks mean, in our
‘oOpinion, that it would be incomrect to

Pulley Cam

3 The p 1 report, given by Y
- The px Y YSA Nat-
. Mﬁnﬁy Rose, reaffirmed
: YSA's view that “although the radical-

ty will continue

they addressed more thad™

LREE Al Ilies.

250, 000 people at antiwar ra
The SWP candidates 'l.dere ableri}make

i rtant gains in media cCOVErage. 2
isn:[I:glLf abguul. Jenness and Pul!c}-' ap+pe::1:.3d
in nearly 600 newspapers Eubluhfsd mf 7
cities and towns, with a circulation 0
nearly 53 million, They appeared on
almost 250 local radio and tE'h‘j:V]SIL'Jnhj
shows during the campaign. Fifteen thou-
sand persons endorsed the SWP ?f;lmp:u_gln
26 an alternative to the capitalist parties.

The Commumist Party the sn‘-}nsﬁst
opponent of revolutionary socialism on
the left in the United States, made its
most intensive electoral effort in more
than three decades, While seeking to %
appear "independent” of the Democratic
Party, the CP candidates frequently
expressed their sympathy for McGovem
and other liberal Democrats,

Although SWP candidates fi.iIECtEd. m osi
of their fire at the capitalist candidates
and their policies, the contrast between

BY SOL SALBY

In what appears to be the largest frame-up
in memunp}:euvur'{urty people have been
arrested in Israel, The arrests took place
in the week commencing December 9.
Allegedly those apprehended have been
inyolved in a spy ring for Syria. It is also
alleged that the group planned to kidnap
or assassinate prominent Israeli officials
such as "Defence” minister Moshe Dayan,

Eric Marsden writing in the December 12
issue of the London "Times" reported from
Jerusalem : "The extent of the alleged spy
ring, and the apparent involvement of
Istael-born Jews in an Arab terrorist move-
ment for the first time, have caused deep
shock here",

The Zionist establishment has been
notorious for its frame-ups in the past,

YSA National Convention

plan at this time for demonstrations in
the spring, " He emphasised that the YSA
will continue to support the uncondition-
al right of the Vietnamese to control

their destiny.

In the coming year, Rose said, "we
expect to see struggles breaking out over
a variety of issues, and we anticipate
opportunities for the YSA to fight along-
side other militant youth in many differ-
ent movements, "

The political re projected plans for
increasing the circulation of the monthly
"Young Socialist", for supporting the
SWP candidates for state and city offices
in the 1973 elections, and for sending

teams of organisers into every part of
the country, 2

The convention heard greetings from
revolutionary -socialist groups in France,

Sweden, Venezuela, Sri Lanka, Australia,

India, Canada, and New Zealand,

paign

] 1 m I } " II"] 1

ship of forces on the U, 5.

"The SWP won ballot positions in twice
JTJ:anS; states as the CP," wrote Lan':.
Seigle, "Meetings for the m“dfd‘i“i on
campuses throughout the country x.c:rI;.
generally larger than those for the CF.
The candidates of the SWP were more
widely known and better regarded ﬂHiDI:lE
movement activists than were the candid-
ates of the CP.

"Even the capitalist media, which usually
tends to emphasize (and exaggerate) the
role of the CP in radical protest move-
ments, was forced to recognise the greater
impact of the SWP campaign.

" . enite of the fact that the Hall-
T?rgfi Campaign Committee spent literally
tens of thousands of dollars in the last
weeks of the campaign on paid '["-.Ig radio,
and newspaper advertising (the SWF,
unfortunately, couldn't afford even a
nickel for paid advertising), it seems

that the votes for the SWP candidates are

111 now the victims have been
g:i;;;iaizns and other Arabs, Now, for the
first time, Sabras (Israeli-born Jews) are
involved. What astounded Israelis even
more was the fact that two of those arrest-
ed have served in the Israeli army. :

The nature of the arrests and the disappear-
ance of the most elementary pretence 1o
bourgeois justice didn't escape the eyes
of the "Times", This conservative, pro-
Zionist journal used moderate and
extremely guarded language in describing
the setting. Marsden continued: "The
emotional atmosphere has been inflamed
by.the publicity given to the alleged
activities of Jewish suspects. The reports
are of the kind that normally follow con-
viction and sentences in British cases,

"Generalised accusations are being made
against left-wing groups and warnings
have been given against the danger of

Workshops and panels discussed various
aspects of YSA activity. Doug Jenness,
managing editor of "The Militant",
reported on revolutionary-socialist
strategy in the trade-union movement,
Another workshop discussed the defence
of the YSA in Florida, where it has

been declared a "subversive'" organisation
and denied the right to function at any
state-supported school,

In the organisational report, Laura
Miller announced that the YSA has
members on 200 college campuses, in
fifty-seven high schools, five junior
high schools, and two elementary
schools, The YSA now has fifty-six
locals, and members in 161 at-large
areas,

Andy Rose and Laura Miller were re-
elected as national chairman and
national organisational secretary,

respectively, and Andrew Pulley was
elected as national secretary.

Singing the "Internationale" at YSA Convention

Scores Big Gains

former

uniformly higher than those ;
Communist Party " for the
Stung by these Tesults

issue of the "Daily Wa'rlcti!'j'i ﬁﬂ:ﬁn
reflects the views of the Comm

wrote ; inlat P'H!
""The larger vote in some aress e
by the Trotskyite Socialist Worke Celveg
and even the Socialist Labor py s Party
attributed largely to anti..cnmmn? a3
anti-Sovietism and myths aboyt tha!m
(Communist) Party itself,,, A Vote |

the Communist Party requires More x
consciousness than a vote for other
minority parties." According to
peculiar logic, a vote for the SWp
made defence of the Vietnamese ll"t:lm
ion against imperialist attack the e
issue in its campaign, becomes ay '
expression of "anti-communism n

By presenting the ideas of revoly :
socialism with enthusiasm and {maemie
the Socialist Workers Party won 5 grea
increased audience for the Tm.kym ﬂ!
movement,

the Trotskyist and CP campaigns reflected
a I _
New Frame-ups in israe

political witch-hunt. The Histadns
(General Federation of Labour)

"Davar" complains of incitement againg
the Hashomer Hatsair Kibbug movemest,
one of whose members is one of the gs
pects. ... No indication has been given o
the charges that members of the grow yill
face or when they will appear in court *

While the names of the Arabs amested ke
not been printed in the western press the
Jews arrested were : Ehud Adiy, 25, 2
paratrooper of Kibbutz Gan Shmuel.
Dan Vered, 28, from Tel-Aviv; Yeheddel
Cohen, 36, also from Tel-Aviy and Geman
born David Cooper 25.

Part of the frame up involves comectisg
Adiv and Vered with as many political
organisations as possible, us Vered aad
Adiv are alleged to be founding memben
of the Israel Communist Party. In fact
Vered was three and Adiv was just bom
when the Communist Party of Palestine
(CPP) changed its name to the Commisit
Party of Israel, The CPP itself was formed
two decades earlier. Adiv and Vered o
said to be former members of the Isaeli
Socialist Organisation which is better ko
as Matzpen (Compass — the Israeli sympis
ising organisation of the Fourth Intemat-
ional). They are also said to be g umesty
members of the Revolutionary Comm
Alliance — a small breakaway Ma
faction from Matzpen,

The extension of all opponents of the i
Zionist regime have always been a thos
the side of the bourgeoisie, In the paft
the Israeli authorities, aware n!.'thenl-.
sequences of any gublicity anﬁ-ﬂﬁ
may gain, refused to acknowledge
existence,

In recent months these forces continteé
to grow. There has also been wide i
spread resentment of particular faces
Zionist policies, especially the el ;
of the inhabitants of Biraam and [
(see D,A, 27). Inan attempt to tl
back the tide of opposition the

ment resorted to the smear tactics,
associating all its opponents Wi
kidnapping and assassination.

The witch hunt has one more p .
[srael has been going through & waye of
wildcat strikes, As the old mode
attacking strikers has been w“bgmmit"
a new national hysteria had t@

From now on accusations of "mht:::ﬁa
army in the back' are going to e qrikes
as a more forceful weapon aﬂ"m:_nh
with most of the nation in hyStesiss

t framé

The Zionist gains from the cwﬂ;wg ;

up are geing to be short lived. £
their C.ih:hj,“}r um[‘umd m Q _dmwi
national unity has been destroye ;1
longer are they able to paint I?:phﬂ
a5 a nation fl.ghtmg fﬂ': sunrhfﬂm
members of the armed l'm'ces;
ing the Palestinians' struggle 19¢
determination,

o
The deyvelopments are not Gﬂﬂ"ﬁliin:m
eéncourage the Palestinians— thelr
raise the level of cunfiﬂtﬁnﬁﬁ wﬂt
ranks, and in Israel itself nhﬂr'ﬂ'= ! rested
be others who will replace thos
in the joint El]'llggh‘: of ﬁﬁb an
against Zionist oppression.

ember 19, in the election to the
g&ﬁ;s’ the SPD (German Social
pemocratic party) received the largest
vote in its history. For the first time it
will be the largest party in parliament,
The coalition between the SPD and the
fDP (Free Democratic party — the small
iberal party with which the SPD hag
ruled since 1969) was retumed to power
with @ comfortable majority,

D succeeded in increasing the
'T:ﬁhi of its Bunderstag seats from 224
1969 election) to 230, The FDP
while the CDU/CSU (Christian Democrat-
{c Union and ity Bavarian affiliate, the
Cheistian Social Union) fell from 242

to 224.

' Federal republic of Germany,
ﬁﬂ"wm casts two ballots, the first

mme) for an lnd.lvidfual candidate

second (Zweitstimme) for a party,

ﬁtb a voter turnout of 91;2% — the
highest in German parliamentary history -
the SPD drew 45, 95 of the Zweitstimme,
the CDU got 35,2%, the CSU 9, 6% and
the FDP 8.4%. With 114,000 votes the
German Communist party got 0,3% and
the extreme rightist NDP got 0, 6%
{207, 000 yotes). The SPD's success
becomes even mhore impressive when
one considers it got 48, 9% of the Erstst-
imme, that is, of the votes cast for
{ndividual candidates,

These figures indicate the sorry state of
the once-large Communist party which,
during the Weimar Republic, polled
millions of votes, Manoy Communists
appear to have voted for the SPD rather
than their own party. The CP ran on
such an ultra reformist programme that
its total cannot even be considered as a
revolutionary protest vote,

In this election, for the first time since
the 1950s, there was a visible process

of polarisation, one that reached not only
into the factories but even into families,
This led to intense debate and public
expression of support (stickers, buttons)
for one party or another,

The employers made their preference

for the CDU/CSU so obvious (they spent
about $10 million on press advertisement
alone) that they stepped up the process
of polarisation, The employers issued
“bans" against government ministers and
the chancellor (Brandt), forbidding

them to hold meetings in the factories,
even though these were common practice
during the Adenauer regime, Unlike
previous elections the bosses gave almost
no money to the campaign of the SPD,
despite its efforts to get the trade unions
to scale down their demands,

However, the anti- SPD propaganda of the
bosses and the Catholic church failed to
win any votes for the CDU/CSU from the
working class, Sophisticated polls
conducted by sociological institutes
revealed that the SPD won over about 1,7
million voters — mostly workers — from
the CDU/CSU, and about 1, 1 million

About 1500 women gathered at Acton
Town Hall in London November 4-6 for
the fourth and largest national conference
of the women's liberation movement in
Britain, The weekend conference
reflected the tremendous growth of the
movement since the first national con-
ference attended by 400 women at
Wexford in February 1970

EE four bagic demands that have been
Eriotrud by the women's movement in
lnona.tn:dfm& contraception and

on demand, equal educational
;t:d.'lﬂb Opportunities, equal pay, and
€ child-care facllities,

E;k"hﬂ'[x discussed important questions
for S_gm“ movement: Is it necessary
dcmﬂm‘:“mﬂn's movement to make
ot ind build campaigns? Is
;‘;"' Oppression bagsed on male
5 Hon? Is it necessary to organise
Uben::f Women in unions? Can women't
= {l'n be achieved without a social-
Volution? Organising .workshops
nuf Specific issues, and re were
O the conference as a whole.

W

Ca':‘“; in the abortion and contraception
ﬂhﬁjngn Wﬂrlf.shup discussed ways of
lbomung free, safe contraception and
) and of ending forced sterilisat-
bortio fational conference on the

a5 an;aﬁhd contraception campaign
Ll\'ﬁr-pauﬁncecl' to be held in January in

A
lhﬁggsf“‘“i‘ﬁ‘ of WONAAC (Women's
Abortion Acton Coalition)

s the SPD wop 5% m,
ore
Towes Loyt® — especially amony dhe
yers oj’u!aww la E
youth and womep class, the

up its

YOLers under
planned
SPDr WhEﬂ Cammd "ltht?h:ﬂte

ing official statisy

correspond-
when 38, 9% and 4;:' for 1965 and 1969 __

cti
{overs uder thirty oted for the Sppy "

these figures
left among ﬁ??:ult]:‘ clear shift to the

This shift came bﬂtw;en 196

That is, it occurred a3 the ZAnELA S,

revolt in the
! € against the
Emergency la
recuﬁean?“m also the 1966-1967

€ youth radicalisation

ma grow :

lnt::e a:thalr:dctet. ‘ing ferment,

o Committment among the youth
§ now formed a parliamen carry-

over in these elections in which the youth

massive numbers for

This politicisation especially affected young

Women and won votes for the SPD 1
Fle‘. The repeal of the abortion lar:rd was
very much an issue — the Catholic
hierarchywaged an intense campaign
gmlﬂ!‘t the repeal of the abortion law,

€ high turnout and the large vote for
SPD }'eﬂect the still-deep parliamentaryth 5
illusl?ns of the West German workers,
But given the type of campaign the CDU/
CSuU waged and the absence of a strong
revolutionary socialist pole of attraction
the large vote for the SPD represents a
rejection by the West German masses of
strong-statism and cold-war anticommun-
ist demagogy.

The reactionary bourgeois press, especially

Axel Springer press, waged a massive
: - pfﬁ-
CDU/CSU campaign, Springer's news-

papers polemicised most sharply against the

French Abortion

-_ «f‘x

Police harass women demonstrators
people — mostly from the "middle strata"— outside trial of Marie-Claire

Women’s Liberation Conferences ... in London

from the USA, and a participant in the
Canadian Women's Coalition to Repeal
the Abortion Laws described their
activities. On a proposal from the work-
shop, the conference endorsed the Inter-
national Tribunal on Abortion, Contra-
ception, and Forced Sterilisation that
will take place in New York City on
March 9-11, 1973, The tribunal will
hear evidence dem;ihing the tﬁ;ﬂenm
en have been forced to en
::::me of laws whiéh bar them from

controlling their reproductive processes.

Discussion groups took up a variety of
topics inclm:l‘lnggm : sexism, capitalism,
and the family; “ofl‘i:n and literature;

nd the media; women
::::::;itf actions; sexism and education;
marriage as an institution of oppression;
and educational courses on women.

tions adopted by the conference
lﬁ?u!:eﬂgl:luppm for the withdrawal of

for
tish troops from Ireland,
5‘; Vietnamese revolution, mm'm

: Indochina Solidarity Conference
{S;it:: will be held in London in December,

of support was sent to the
:at::l:f:ll:amﬁ at Oxford University who

@I}_ 's Eastern and detente

to mobilise the anticommining 7 oy 08

12 million refugees (from East Germa
and the former-Nazis for the l:I)L'I.ufn':Sll?:II

However the opposition of the CDU,

/CSU
to the treaty with East Germany (they
abstained in the Bundestag vote and a few
fha“ before the election Rainer Barzel,

E E:;Upiﬁﬁ;lﬁfﬂd:r, rejected the treaty)

Clearly the establishment of a

with the East German and the wd:rtlf::
states is in the interests of German big
capital, In view of the increasingly
intense international competition, the
German bourgeoisie has every interest in
galnﬂ;g access to the Eastern market
through such a policy, However, for the
bourgeoisie, this policy entails a clear
danger, The destruction of anticomm un-
lsm as the central ruling class ideology
and the direct contact, to be guaranteed
under the new treaties, that millions of
people will have with East Germany will
inevitably lead to a reactivation of the
long dormant discussion of socialism and
capitalism, This will involve not only

the student vanguard, but the workers
themselves,

The German bourgeoisie hoped to lessen
the dangers of this policy by returnin
the CDU/CSU to power, in order to ta
the necessary step without ve nturing too

far, especially in East Germany's direction.

Above all the bowrgeoisie wants to shield
West German workers from too close a
contact with East Germany, which,
despite its lower living standards offers
some instructive examples in many social
areas,

The SPD 's reform proposals — since it
failed to carry out its 1969 reform
promises it felt free to repeat them again-
have little likelibood of being carried out,
Most meaningful reforms are ruled out by
the crumbling of West Germany's favoured
position in the world market, And the
bowgeoisie is openly relying on the FDP
to act as a brake on any too sweeping
reforms,

Struggle Continues

On November 22, nearly 2000 supporters
of women's right to abortion gathered at
the Mutualite to listen to speakers
evaluating a legal judgement concerning
four women accused of involvement in
an abortion case that could very well
have permanently damaged the law's
powWer,

Earlier that day a cowrt in the Paris
suburb of Bobigny acquitted Madame
Duboucheix and Madame Sausset, who
acted as "intermediaries"” for Madame
Chevalier in obtaining her daughter's
abortion, The mother was fined 500
francs and the abortionist, Madame
Bambuck, was sentenced to one year

in prison under a law providing for up

to ten years' imprisonment and a
§14,000 fine, But the penalties imposed
in the latter two cases were suspended.

In recent years although the number of

were also heard from Belgium and South
Africa.

The last item on the agenda was the
appointment of four women who,
together with two representatives from
each region, will organise the next
national conference planned for the

spring of next year,

Willy Brandt
Both the SPD and the CDU/CSU maae
efforts even before polling day to halt the
process of political polarisation that was
occurring. They particularly had in mind
the coming wage confrontations and

especially those involving the 2,3 million-
strong metal workers union whose contracts

expire on December 31,

The pressure on the trade union leadership
to hold down its demands and not to press
too strongly for reforms has already begum,
But the union leadership's position is very
difficult: On the one hand they are under
pressure by the employers and the govern-
ment to moderate their demands, on the
other hand the victory' of the "pro-work-
ing class™ SPD has aroused the hopes of
union miembers, In the event that the
trade union leadership succeeds in moder-
ating the demands of the membership so
as to please the SPD-FDP regime it will
lose credibility in the eyes of its member-
ship, This will create openings for
revolutionary socialists, who foresaw the
SPD victory but who warned that this
regime could not meet the workers'

hopes for reforms, because it was not

prepared to take on the thing that prevents

passage of the necessary reforms — the
capitalist system,

abortions performed has steadily increas
the reverse is true of the number of
convictions recorded,

T'he mild Bobigny judgements contrast
sharply with earlier abortion-law prosec
ution in France. For example the last
woman to be sentenced to life imprison
ment in France was an abortionist, as w
the last woman to be executed, in 1943

At the rally, defense lawyer Gisele
Halimi stated "It's a first victory over 1
defenders of an obsolescent law, ..

A step forward has been taken, It cann
be reversed, And this is what is ringing
the death Imell of the 1920 law",

Other speakers at the meeting sponsored
by the women's group Choisir, which ha
headed the campaign for abortion rights,
were Dr. Petit from the organisation
Health Information, three of the
defendants, including Madame Chevalie:,
and parliamentary deputy Michel Rocard,
a sponsor of Choisir's repeal draft in the
National Assembly,

The optimistic mood of the rally express-
ed a conviction that the dismal history of
prosecution of abortion cases is drawing
to a close. But Mme. Chevalier express-
ed the determination of many French
citizens to extend their gains against
restrictive abortion legislation when she
amnnounced, "I've decided to appeal;

our fight goes on",

... and in Brussels

Women packed an auditorium in Brussels
on November 11 for a full day of speeches
and discussion on the liberation of

women, Between 5,000 and 6,000
women attended this unprecedented event

_ the first major activity of the Belgian

wamen's liberation movement,

Authors Simone de Beauvoir and Germaine
Greer spoke at the conference and
initiated a lively discussion on the topic

of abortion.
just after haying testified in Paris in

Beauvoir came to Brusse
of Michelle Chevalier and three

other women charged with procuring,
aiding or abetting an abortion performed .
on seventeen-year-old Marie-Claire

Cheva lier.

are presently on strike. Appasently an estimated 150, 000 Belgian
renghened y e psnce ol ISPt LI Sl I o avel o
oe : an
f:f\.nﬁs‘gfewummu lﬁ‘:ﬂ?un: tings :u:e Britain or the Netherlands whn::e ab;:ﬁu.n
ig;til\:: g" :rﬁen from hmljnisr&hsh o i fl;!l;l?d!;n Cmmhwc;pﬂnkiaﬂf 55 :u,n 2
France, Italy, l;l;lll:fé e i Reports ~ heavily influenced by the Catholic church
Australia, y

Canada,

4 broad M ganisat-
ions took part in the conference which
projected a women's liberat-

ientatively :
ion dembnstration for March or April,

A refart in "La Gauche" a Belgian
revolutionary socialist weekly described
the conference as "tremendous" and a
"gigantic discussion", "... the first
growth, the first demonstration of women
as women and the coming together of
many ideas — sometimes differing, some-
times congruent — of all the independent
feminist groups that were able to compare
their experiences and activities in the
course of or “F" Day. (the con-
ference was called Journee des Femmes,
or Journee "F" — women's day).

The conference discussed women's jobs
(since only 27% of women work

outside the home this question was the

iubject of the greatest discussion),
l.horﬁm, Cﬂﬂha'ﬁﬁpﬂnn; mm““&

paternity, childscare centres and
double working day of women.

spectrum of women's
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H antiwar demonstrations set the stage for Labour victory in New Zea land.

‘BY RUSSEL JOHNSCN

In the biggest electoral shift in New
Zealand in nearly four decades Labour
gwept the ruling National Party from
power in the November 25 general
glections, In a record poll, Labour
gained a stunning 25-seat majority in
the B7-seat House (cf the former National
majority of four), defying all the pred-
ictions of the bourgeois commentators
and pollsters of a close election. These

undits favoured National to continue to
£Dld power, as it has done for all but
three of the last 23 years.

The press pointed out that there has only
been one larger voting shift in New
Zealand history — in the 1935 parliam-

T entary elections that brought the first
. Labowr government to power, The 1935

Labour government, elected as a result
of a mass radicalisation spawned by the

' depression of the thirties, introduced
 sweeping reforms, particularly in the
~ areas of houwsing and social welfare,

‘which secured for the party the enduring

.~ political loyalty of the New Zealand

workers,

tory, Labour's win in
1972 reflects first :mmiJII foremost the depth

.. ~ of the general discontent and radicalisat-

. ion in New Zealand This has been
. reflected in escalating strike activity

over the past decade, and above all by
the rapid rise of the antiwar movement
Over the past three years. The 30,000 -
odd strong antiwar mobilisation of 1971
| 1972 represent the biggest street
monstrations New Zealand has exper-
iﬁ;ﬂd__:lnce the thirties if not ever,
‘They have given powerful impetus to
‘mass protests over a whole range of issues,
from capitalist destruction of environ-
ment and NZ's sporting relations with
‘South Africa, to abortion and French
iClear testing in the Pacific. It has
been the growth of the independent
. protest movements challenging the

elections showed that the radicalis-
had even had an impact among
ional bases ﬂfkﬂaﬂuml support,
govemment, despite attem
Hintm.: Marshall to prmp;: :?
iberal" image, lost significant numbers
voies in some wealthy city suburbs to
e newly formed Values Party, The
vaiues Farty was an electoral formation
T lgghlntfnrm on questions

1, the fb

s, and a swing 10 Labou, The >
sfaction with Tory rule, and 2

g that the government had 1o go
COst was no doubt a factor in

0g out many previous non-voters

Labour votes), and in encouraging
PArty supporters to switch to

& mhbﬂm also gained because it came

‘@cross as a definite altemnative to Nati
On many of the issues conceming th: e

‘ !..Ml"e. Itp]ﬂdﬁd to end tﬁg mmt!}"ti

crisis and take measures against
tng rents, Labour promised to
_ ls' erosion of social
‘wellare and to abolish the wage-{reeze

board. It pledged that it would move
against inflation and unemployment _n'
elected, and take a strong stand against
further French nuclear testing in the
Pacific - to the extent of sending a Navy
frigate into the test area.

Labour was identified with opposition to
military involvement in South-east Asia
and to the raising of Lake Manapouri.
(The damming and raising of Lake Mana-
puori to provide power for an international
aluminium smelting combine has been

a central issue for New Zealand conserv-
ationists, [n 1970, a petition protesting
the raising of the lake and signed by

250, 000 people was presented to Parlia-
ment, ) It indicated that it would abolish
military conscription, Their sweeping
victory was a clear mandate to take firm
action on these questions, and expectations
that Labour will do so are high.

But no sooner was the Labour win clearly
established than the Kirk leadership began
to backtrack on its election promises.
Reassuring the business establishment that
it had nothing to worry about was a first
priority: "No one has anything to fear
from the el ection of Labour, This is the
point I want everyone in this country to
know. We are not going to twn the count-
ry upside down," was one of Kirk's first
reported comments,

In fact, the country's business circles
were not at all unduly alarmed by the
Labour win, and are hoping that a Labow
government will be better able to hold
down wages than National was, A Novem-
ber 27 Christchurch "Press"” editorial put
it quite plainly: "The new Government
is committed to abolishing the Remuner-
ation Authority; but any trade unionist
who thinks that this will mean the end of
any form of wage restraint is pn:':nb:.hly
deluding himself, The Government will
aliempt to restore the Arbitration Court
1o its former position of authority., ., , "
But, the "Press" wamed, however ‘in
atiempts to restrain wages, it will incur
the displeasure of the rEHl,tnnt unions

and the first real test of the new Cabi'm:t

may well be its ability to handle the
unions,

And similarly on forei 1i uestio
the ruling class is confﬁeﬁ tl‘:itq!{irk !'l.l:-f-:1
oo intention of breaking from the pro-imp-
erialist position of the Natianal govem-
ment. The "NZ Herald's" diplomatic
correspondent, ], C, Graham, wrote on
November 29: "A notable aspect of Mr
Kirk's methods while in Opposition has
been the manner in which he had kept

his options open in foreign affairs, While
pmclaimiyg principles, ﬁ had shown

40 appreciation of the conflicting pressures
on a Government in office "

Already Kirk has pulled back on the
question of withdrawing NZ armed forces
from Malaysia and Singapore, And his
twisting of the 1971 Labour Conference'
demand for withdrawal from SEATO
f'ntu a demand for its replacement b;r a
more effective alliance, illustrates
both what the "Hera]d® meant by Kirk's
keeping his options open and what he

has in store on other questi i i
o e ey questions involying

In fact a cloger examination !
election manifesto reveals th:?{ i:ahl.:i?::i;
$peaks to many of the issues, it is mast
erfully vague in its actual proposed sul:
uthn.s: And on many of the more cont
1oversial questions of key concern to
young activists, such as abortion law

1

repeal, high school rights and ending
discrimination against gays, the mani-
festo had nothing to say.

Kirk was not allowed to go unchallenged
in his attempt to avoid important issues
and put across an . inadequate platform
as a meaningful alternative to the Nat-
ional party,Activists from the antiwar,
women's liberation, gay and other pro-
test movements, were much more act-
ive than in previous elections, interven-
ing at candidates' meetings and demand-
ing that Labour politicians take a stand
on key issues. Antiwar and pro-abortion
pickets were held outside the meetings
of both National and Labour leaders,

But the most determined opposition to
the Kirk misleadership came from the
reyolutionary socialists. Taking advant-
age of the opportunity for reaching a
wide and receptive audience a "Social-
ists for Labour” campaign was initiated
by the Socialist Action League at the
annual conference of the Labour party
last May, While unconditionally support-
ing the return to power of the mass party
inde pendent of the business establishment,
the campaign emphasised the need to
develop a socialist alternative to the
current reformist programme and leader-
ship of the Labour party.

Nor was this "Socialists for Labou
campaign a "sideline" or "commentary"
intervention into the elections, It was

in fact an election campaign in its

own right, Tens of thousands of leaflets,
posters, buttons and other campaign
materials were circulated across the
country by campaign activists, who were
organised in the Young Socialists for a
Labour Government, Several hundred
people were signed up for the YSLG in
about twenty towns and cities, mostly
during the last month of the campaign.
The circulation of the revolutionary
socialist biweekly, "Socialist Action",
doubled in the course of the election
period. Hundreds of copies of the paper
were sold at the major election meetings
sellers often running completely out as ’

‘People queued to buy them,

YSLG representatives debated official
Labour candidates, spoke at Socialists
for Labour rallies, and fired questions

at Labour candidates, The official cam-
palgn was forced to relate to what one
ne€wspaper columnist referred to as one

of Labouwr's most "vociferous
bl ol rous group of

"The Socialist Actio
erent idea of what
this election, " be
candidate who is

n League has a diff-
are the real issues in
gan }he address of one
: now Labour's '
Whip, "Leftwing fascists, " j:'.rmglf:::ldr
?;I?t];?n In reply to a question on abort.
< one YSLGer, the man who will

€ the Minister of Justice in the new
gmrernrlnf:r}l stated that he supported 1
woman's right to choose . And the I:.L-[.r-
:;;e:eg&p-onse of Labour's defence ;pu'm'-.s--
Labuuf 2 YSLG question on whether 3
et g-:?:.fernmcnt would break all ties
7ith the "US war m

: : achine" receiver
nationwide press co e ved

Véra ge,

N =y

;Ehé.r::i‘uncyml politicians referred to
o Pfom:pihg_n: In a nationa] broadcast

L 59.:::« 17'.- nister of Labouyr identified :
: talists for Labour Campaign g
ne of the forces who were st
Labour to t: R

i J essurising
e ot : 1ke 4cton ag: B
egislation_

1inst dnti-union

The Labour leadership took the chall
very seriously, Soonafterthe Socialis
campaign was launched the Party's Nat.
ional Executive declared that member
of the Socialist Action League could not
remain in the Labour party, Later, the
leadership prevented a leading ftl;ﬂniﬂ
figure in the socialist campaign, Kay
Goodger, from speaking at a Wellington
regional seminar of the party,

Young Socialists for a Labour Government
organised teams which toured the country
publicising the campaign, Through these
teams the campaign was able to have 3
presence at almost every single major
meeting of Kirk's during the election
pericd. The Labour leader was obviowly
rattled at having to be constantly walking
the gauntlet of "Socialist Action® selles
to get into his meetings, frequently made
snide remarks and more than once became
abusive, One such encounter merited 2
front-page photograph and comment in
one of the major dailies, In some cases,
local party officials tried to prevent
socialist literature from being distributed
in the foyers of meeting halls, This also
received press coverage. During his final
election address the day before polling,
Kirk devoted two minutes of his speech
to a full-blown attack on "Socialist
Action",

Qutside of the Socialist Action League,
almost the entire radical left rejecteda
serious orientation towards the election
Ultraleft student forces and the remnips
of the Communist party combined in
formations with grand sounding names
such as the "Radical Election Cam
and the "Red Federation". The aim ot
these forces was to prove to the people
that parliament was a "fraud" and a
"farce'. The means they chose to en=
lighten the voting public was by d

the meetings of the major parties.

The press swooped on the antics of the
disruptors, headlining their threats (o
"shutdown" election meetings and 0 0%
seeing in them a chance to discredit::
radical and protest moyvement as @ WS
The Socialist Action League was nai
as being among the disruptors by at lﬂtﬂ
two major newspapers, despite the fac
that they had been supplied with ma
explaining the socialist opposition {8
disruption,

The Socialists for Labour campalgn acts

ively campaigned against the d .
idvocates, 'abeling their tactics a8
infantile ,. ntidemocratic and 3“1’:5
right wing, It was also polinted Ou

: > nisers of

[ I|I_'-I'|l":|;'l Cll] u'l{_’ lcﬂ.dlﬂg or I
the disruption had also used similar
tactics against left wing opponents:

In general, the Soclalists foF ubﬂmﬁdll-
Campalgn was successful in gemnte“m
ist ideas and the Sociallst Action
more widely known than ever befﬂfﬂ'i"
And of course one goal of the camp: J
the election of a Labour Goyernmenss
has been achieved. But the ﬂght iﬂfl
socialist alternative to the statis q::lp
policies of the present party leade
has only just begun, The wide sup
ind interest in Tﬁn’_‘ soclalist cimlﬁigm
nd the aggressive intervention in
elections of actyvists from the l.lsin‘t
inde pendent movements, shows tha :
there ar today more forces than eve
before in New Zealand to carmry #
forward,

struggle
'Y

<0 BE CAREFUL YOU YOUNG BRATS

at the school's annual speech
glitk;?gﬂucldm m, principal of :E
presbyterian Ladies' Cnl!ege{ Pymble
commented that after travelling in Java,
[ndonesia - that bastion of democracy
where education is highly valued by
those who can get it, she had been "led
to wonder if universal education some-
times leads our pupils to look too lightly
on the privilege they enjoy", A dose of
guharto type education would soon
straighten out the wayward young devils,

TORTURE IN FREMANTLE

A royal commission enquiring into all-
egations of brutality and racism in prisons
in Western Australia has been told that
isoners in Fremantle Gaol have been
subjected 1o beatings by prison staff, One
oner claimed that prisoners were often
forced to squawk like parrots, he went
on to say that after a beating he was
laced in a room and a stale loaf of
bread was placed on the floaor outside the
room, He was told to pick the bread up
and when he refused it was kicked to
him, he was given nothing else to eat,

WAINER THREA TENED WITH
DEREGISTRATION

Abortion law reform campaigner Dr,
Bertram Wainer has been told by the
Medical Board of Victoria that he will
have to face charges of "infamous
conduct because he allegedly advertised
himself. The charges could lead to his
deregistration as a doctor. Speaking
after a meeting with the Medical Board,
Wainer said that he would continue to
speak to the media, He went on to say:
"The Board knows tragic women are
going around this city looking for help

and I said I would make myself available
to them. "

e L

Dr Bertram Wainer addressing abortion law
reform rally outside NSW State Parliament

ANSETT "BREAKS" STRIKE

A'few days after the new Labor govern-
Mment announced that it would instruct
TAA (the government owned airline)

to lower its fares as its profit margin was
too high, pilots for the two domestic
alrlines struck in suppert of a pay rise.
The pilots rapidly won their rise as a
result of a deal with Re ginald Ansett,
chairman and mana ging director of
Ansett Airlines, The pay rise takes the

salary for a Boeing 727 captain to around
%23, 000 per year,

The pay rise granted by Ansett forced
TAA 1o follow suir, cutting its profit
margin and probably eliminating any
Possibility of a fare cut, The Sunday
Gewspapers which announced Ansett's
deal claimed that Ansett had broken
t]ll.'.‘ SI:I'“*’.L.‘I‘ unusual lﬂﬂglﬂgl’.‘ for the Pm“
2 Use In a situation where an employer
§ Just granted a wage demand to
m.lk“”g - maybe they did not consider
this a normal run of the mill strike?

A few days before the strike, Ansett
bad said, commenting on Labor's prop-
Osed fare cut that such action was not
justiﬂed. one of the reasons he gave was
that labour costs in the industry were
rising. Could Ansett's deal have had
inﬂ_}ung to do with the fact that TAA'S
Te cut would have forced Ansett to
take similar action?

have been put ©0 Hi2

E :JSW Government recently announced
twas setting aside 3 total of about
1000 acres of land to be controlled by
an Aboriginal Lands Trust. The anno
ment is obviously 2 Concession to theme‘
growing demand for aboriginal land
rights, However the nature of the con-
cession reveals the contempt with which
the NSW Government views the aborigines
y 000 acres at least 200 are ina
useless mangrove fwamp, another area
consists of an island which is periodically

areas granted were deserted by the bl
people long ago, Many of t.h?rarus iy
granted are isolated and containalmost
no black population,

THINGS HAVE CHANGED

Speaking in Port Moresby recently,

R. W. Furlonger the Australian Ambass-
ador to Indonesia said: "Indonesia of
1972 is a very different place from the
pre 1365 Indonesia of Sukamo". The
thousands of political oppositionists who
have been imprisoned without trial by
the Suharto regime since 1965 would
probably agree. When Suharto came to
power in 1965 his forces murdered
thousands of people using the "justific-
ation" that they were Communists, at
the same time thousands more were
imprisoned, It is estimated that there
are probably 160, 000 political prisoners
whose cases have never come to trial
in Indonesia at the present time,

NSW GOVERNMENT'S SOLUTION TO
THE EDUCATION CRISIS

The NSW government recently took
another step toward what they think is
the solution for the crisis caused by
teacher shortages and overcrowding in
the NSW education system, Their sol-
ution is to shift the costs of running the
education system off the government and
onto individuals., Their latest move in
this direction is to increase the amount
of the bond into which student teachers
must enter from $1,000 to £6,600, If

a student who accepts training from

the NSW Education Department, liter
decides for amy reason pot to continpe
teaching after completion of their
course, they will be liable to pay back
$6,600, That should attract thousands
of young people to teaching and put an
end to the teacher shortage for all time,

INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL OF
YOUTH AND STUDENTS

On December 10 a meeting of the NSW
Preparatory Committee for the Internat-
jonal Festival of Youth and Students

to be beld in East Germany during 1973
took place in Sydney. Present were
such notable youth and students as Bill
Brown and Pat Clancy (members of the
National Committee of the Stalinist
Socialist Party of Australia) and Mavis
Robertson and Bill Gollan (members of
the National Committee of the Comm-
unist Party of Australia), The meeting
developed into a full scale dog fight
between the CPA and SPA am_i was dom-
inated by these two organisations to
such an extent that two delegntv.;s , One
from the NSW Secondary Students 'Ua:liun,
announced that they were withdrawing
from the Preparatory Committee, they
were talked into staying by some CPA
members,

bly the most notable feature of the
:ﬁing}'mcumd when tht’.‘ dﬂlﬂﬁtt
from the Sydney University ALPA ssoc-
jation moved a motion that the 'm;id
ralian delegation to the festival would,
among other things "etruggle for al;:d”iw
expression from the Festi\"a.l of so
with the struggle for soclalist democracy
in the so called "soc jalist cnmt;ies_
and "raise the demand for ﬂmc]:e Eﬁ:: b
of all political prisoners in such © amt
ries", The motion was placed clm n 5
for the next meeting. ﬁc‘ﬂﬂi:hpog“t
{on on the issue is clear - it th

L]
soclalism already fistsmi:: E]:igfr;}en
states and pm:uma; “lgm AL Sa ;

ights rs¢ k
f:i:f::: opfmpfumuu and discrimina

tion against racial minorities is a normal
part of socialist gociety.

it
The CPA's position is less clear,

with Sta !
claims £ lay hr:?lil: invasion of

denouncing the S speaking
: tonists who

Cze ovakia in 1968 RaC
out in defence of E;l Czechoslovakia

since that date, Their attitude to the
ALP Assoclation's motion at the next
mecting of the Preparatory Committee
will reveal just how far the CPA is
prepared to go in its break with Stalin-
ism and whether it is prepared to acce
the conclusion that flows from its brea
;tathiz:d;:houiduke up the fight against
In a vigorous way in all of
its activities, >

NOT EXCLUSIVE

Merrilie Roberts, retirin ncipal of
Ascham school in S-,rd.ueg i}:uﬂuu l:.hﬂ.t the
school isnotexclusive, "We have child-
ren from all classes here" she told the
press recently, Fees at the school range
up to $275 per term,

EXORCISM IN CALIFORNIA

A group of ex "Jesus freaks", parents

and bible experts is reported to be work-
ing in California to persuade young
people who have become "Jesus freaks"
that they are misguided and should
return home. The persuasion consists of
sessions lasting for up to ten days during
which the elders complain that the

"Jesus freals™ are the victims of religious
brainwashing and that "Jesus freak"
leaders use the fear of God and a distorted
interpretation of the Bible to lead their
young people away from the true super-
sttion, One umwilling victim of the
group jumped from a second storey motel
window and ran away to escape the
treatment, the Almighty no doubt remain-
ing impartial while awaiting further
developments refrained from striking

him down, Perhaps He is hoping that

the "Jesus freaks™ will prove better at
religious brainwashing and sowing misery
and superstition than the outfits that He
is stuck with at the moment,

WESTCATE KILLS ANOTHER WORKER

Omne worker was killed and two others
injured on December 7 when a steel
girder crashed into the platform on which
they were working on Melbourne's
Nestgate Bridge, The employers at
Westgate seem to be having trouble
determining just what are adequate
safety precautions, but no doubt they' re
working on the problem.

CHARGED EXTRA FOR BEING BLACK

A black woman has taken legal action
under the South Australian Prohibition
of Discrimination Act against an
Adelaide hotel licensee who charged
her extra for beer and cigarettes because
she was black.

MINER KILLED

A miner was killed when a section of the
roof collapsed at the Brimstone No. 1
Colliery near Camden (NSW) recently.
His death brought the number of miners
killed in accidents in NSW this year to
16.

S AR

.."'"
WOMEN DEMAND CHILD CARE

FACILITIES
About 50 women recently demonstrated

outside the Palatial Theatre in Burwood

f r : |
-l - | — .

children of working parer -

UNIONS OPPOSE NEWPORT
POWER STATICN

Two unions have so far black banned
work on the Newport power station which
was to be built in the inner suburbs of
Melbowrne, they are the Amalgamated
Metal Workers Union and the Building
and Construction Workers Union. The
power station, If built will discharge
?;ues into the atmosphere through a 600
eet high chimney and will ﬂhcﬂt
aver 300, 000 gallons of heated chlorin-
;;ed water per minute into Port Phillip
Y.
RELIGION IS THE OPIATE
OF THE MA SSES

At least that was the opinion of Karl
Marx on the role of religion in capitalist
society. The sectarian Socialist Labour
League apparently has different ideas.
The SLL's latest contribution to the
development of Marxism in this country
is 2 front page advertisemént in their
paper for a christmas bazaar, [ always
thought that christmas was a christian
ritual, but apparently the SLL sees noth-
ing wrong with helping to peddle the
oplate,

MEA TWORKERS REJECT BOSSES'
PROPOSAL

A recent mass meeting of over 500
members of the Australasian Meat
Industry Employees Union employed by
Thomas Borthwick and Sons in Brisbane
voted to reject the company's offer of
an interim agreement while discussions
over a log of claims continued, The
company's offer was for a 15% bonus
payment to replace the present 107
payment, with a system of penal clauses
still attached and equal pay for women
if the union would agree to extension
of the area of female employment,

The Meatworkers were angry with the
trifling offer and with the union officers
who decided to bring such an offer
before the membership to be
The Federal Council of the union had
been pressing for a $103 per

I
reyT o 5 '
voted LY,

Yee K oase

pay rate, with no penal clauses,

hour week and equal pay, among other
items, then the Assistant Federal Sec- |
retary of the union, Jack O'Toole

before the meeting with an offer of a

$3 per week rise if the workers did not
make trouble, The meeting endorsed

a motion calling for industrial action
from January 1 1973 if the employers

continued to refuse- to negotiate,

BIRTH CONTROL HORR
IN NORTH SYDNEY

R LOOSE

“Alter a heated and rowdy exchange 4%
between two aldermen, North Sydney .
Council resolved last week to invite

the Family Planning Association of

Australia to set up a clinic in the muni-

cipality”, reports the "North Shore

Times" (a weekly suburban paper) of

December 6. Opposing the resolution

which would have the effect of making

cheap information conceming birth :
control more easily available to local ‘
residents, was Alderman W. A, Salcer,

described by the "North Shore Times" .
as "a member of the strong catholic 1
contingent on North Sydney Council”,
Salcer, in one of his more notable
outbursts declared "I don't think council
should give its imprimatur to this, I
realise some of the aldermen have
Soclialist leanings, but never in my
wildest dreams did I ever imagine they
would try to influence the process of
procreation". Oh horror, what next. If
this sort of thing keeps up, before you
know it women will be demanding the
right to control their own bodies.

....STEVE PAINTER
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(Sydney) calling on the Buw qmli ',‘. i
to turn the disused theatre owned by the §
council into a child care centre for R
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Labor and the Cities

Regional Growth

Urban Renewal and

NFREY CLARKE ’
i FRfcw spheres in which Australian
i jtterly for elect-
ople have suffered as bitterly :
r:g reactionary coalitions to state ?n
federal government as in that of urdxd .
policy. In 1949 the electors discar: ‘r:n
sophisticated regional plamning sy:]':e i
intended to divert industrial ??:seli:\:tgd
shed large cities in :
i?::;,“g:r:res wh.ic% would serve as fﬁ'l
for the planned development of care r“uie
delineated regional areas, Fora measI
of concerted planning in the interests o
people was substituted "freedom of r.hfc
market", the fragmentary planning o
private enterprises for private profit, co-
ordinated only in defence of the right to ;
exploit. The fear of conservative grazers
groups that their exorbitant political power
might be eclipsed by a movement of
workers to country areas helped to condemn
millions of city workers to pollution, high
costs of housing and transport, feelings of
alienation, and to life in a squalid, un-
natural environment. Well aw:rc.of lhe .
exploitative possibilities of operation in
large citles, the dominant capital owning
class allowed the regional divisions of
Labor's Department of Post-War Recons-
truction to atrophy. The vision of
provincial centres serving integrated
regions was lost; country areas stagnated
or declined in population while Melh‘mme
and Sydney acqui ’pltblu* ) &
regions much more cramped Tor space than
south eastern Awstralia,

Lacking a consistent analysis of capitalist
economics and society, the Labor Party
has responded to these develop while
it was in opposition with the superficial,
empirical reaction it would term "prag-
matic", It has not recognised basic
contradictions in the social system, and
has not proceeded from them to anticipate
future developments and draw attention to
inclpi %l Consequeatly it bas
found itself confronted by problems already
far developed, It has propagandised about
urban and environmental crises on:y since
independent groups hayve begun to
'do 59, and since it recognised the issue
would sway votes. Operating with react-
donary rather than anticipatory methods,
the leadership of the Labor Party can be
thankful that its promise to red: the
wrban environment anticipated that of the
Liberal Party by some years. Despite the
 Chifley government's recogising the need
for federal intervention and co-ordination
vﬁhmg cities, and despite abundant
ence of urban crisis in comparable
imerican cities, it was 1968 before Whit-
lam outlined proposals for a federal depart-
ment of Urban Affairs,

The development of urban crises, as of all
capitalist crises, is p ditioned by the
basic conflict between a f pro-
- duction which is socialised to the point
 where it can require the interaction of

ers' profic,

of the population the
edictably,
ﬁ!i:'qnmyéflg'

K

inflated in price by land speculation to
the point where the hope of owning one's
own home has become slim fora large
minority. The cost of supplying water
and of sewage disposal is far above that
which applies in large country centres,
due to the large watersheds which must
be tapped, the distances sewage must be
piped, and the frequent necessity for

the complete replacement of service
gystems which unanticipated growth has
rendered inadequate, It is clear then,
that industries which set up in established
cities and which extract greater profit
from doing 50 are not paying anything
like the real cost of their production,
either financially or in terms of their
destruction of the environment. This
cost is passed on to the workers in a

score of diffuse ways,

The situation, in short, involves narrow-
ly conceived and appropriated profit,
and broad but concealed social loss, It
would be churlish to maintain that the
Labor leadership neyer glimpses this
contradiction, It recognises, for example
that inner suburban high-rise develop-
ments, themselyes potential slums, dir-
ectly serve the interests of inner-city
businessmen, But there is a good deal of
evasive hedging, of unwillingness to
admit obvious conclusions, In its book-
let "Regional Development!', the Labor
Party notes:
"If the choice of location is left to each
Individual entrepreneur the inevitable
consequences of these micro-economic
decisions based on each isolated supply-~
demand study | further growth
of Melbourne which op 5 micro-econom-
ic scale becomes increasingly expensive,
2 =« as long as the location of ind
tﬁﬁ:mlirely to the decision of the

ual enterprise, the prowth of
ourne is likely to be miimgirmd. Thchmbﬁ
advantages of city location are too
obvious and the costs hidden, n

The costs are hidden

but e
ultimately? Micro oL o1t ¥hO pays them

economic planﬂing

Industries which
the Labor Party leadership hopes tocre-
te by bribes? For Whitlam and hys

cities. Alienation is a terrible condition;

big industries can find the varje
force they need in reglons of rer,
100, 000 people, and many indyss
believe that the releyant 14 UG
500, 000 persons as the nmrl‘:;-
clty which ean find the facilitjeg
market they need." Who fs tg 1
There is also a real Possibility thyy
rialists, recognizing thag Labay §g 5
ibly pledged to carmry out deceng,
will collude to delay new Lnvestm,
country areas until the OVernmen;
i

8
ing its programmes dan rously b
schedule, offers inﬂategusub'{.{{" i
1

There is further evidence of
ion in the Labor lnaderﬂﬁp'.‘cﬁm‘m

. towards the imposition on Austra)

, private cars, possession of which ghoy
be made genuinely optio

a New Australia™ g‘

recognises that the building of g

has been proven futile andgdemm“

wherever undertaken,

But nowh
he counterpose to it the develo;:dm

public transport; his solution runs;
transport safety and traffic con
increasingly hold the attention of the
community, The way we can solye kﬁ.'i
problems is to increasingly automate
the guidance and control of vehicleg
must not limit individual mohl.lhy. "
Presumably he is content that huge &
profits should continue to be extorted
from individuals, and that mobilj;
should be practically non-existent for
people unable to pay thousands of

for vehicles which, however automa
still need parking space, Not even the ®
Labor Party, it seems, has the courage
to try to disarm General Motors, >
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In perspective, the ALP's urban and
regional policies function as part of
the leadership's claim to be able tg
administer the bourgeois state better
than the bourgeoisie's traditional polit-
ical wing, the Liberal Party, A capita]-
| ist state which allows social presswresty
mount indefinitely through its failure to
divert urban crisis faces a swift and
devastating collapse. On the other hand,
a capitalist state which summons the
fortitude to disperse its cperations, at
the expense of temporary losses, may
survive to face more profound conse-
vences of its economic anarchy, That
g:e Liberal Party senses this only dimly,
and that most of the capital-owning
class are oblivious to it, is immaterial;
the Labor leadership acts to save capit-
alism in spite of capitalism, The recent
identification of "liberal” capitalists
with the Labor Party during the election
campaign is indicative of this,

cohorts, thinking out the bases of their
programme would be traumatic indeed,
especially if they were to recognise

that the conflict between private and
social interests which generated their
irban policies extends far beyond this
area. They pontificate, for instance,
about the alienation, the sense of person-
al worthlessness and irrelevance, which
arises in individuals immured in large

Despite its rhetoric of "free enterprise”
present day capitalism exiracts profits
more efficiently when backed by the
regulation and organisation of a com=
pliant state apparatus. The integration
of monopoly capitalism with the state
shows up particularly strongly in post=
war Europe, where capitalism has tur-
ed to the state to guarantee its profis
with subsidies to the unprofitable basic
sectors of the economy. Revenue rd
largely by taxation of workers is used 18
provide raw materials at less than thl;nd
real cost of production from nationd

or seminationalised coal, iron and ail
industries, The reactionary ALP leades
ship repudiates nationalisation of indust=
ry, but not nationalisation of indwty's
losses, This is, in essence, what itl 3
proposes to effect with its decentralis
ion subsidies and freight conce.ssion:nd
to pay industry to avert the decline
ultimate stagnation of profits whicha
deteriorating urban enyironment ml.l;_
finally bring, It is an ominous prece
ent; we can expect the institution of
subsidies and concessions to becomeé
more accepted with each strenuos
bailing out of capitalism,

it must be alleviated by setting up local
bodies of representatives to participate in
planning: "Labor does not desire pseudo-
participation, but a living involvement
in any matter which affects the daily
Lives of citizens. This sort of participation
is an important counter-balance to the
alienation factor s0 prevalent in modern
western societies, " It is clear that in
Labor's cities "living involvement" will
be strictly on night shift, For the duration
of the working day employees will cont-
inue to be subject to every kind of
arrogant hierarchical dictatorship without
the Labor leadership uttering a word
about "participation”,

There is nodoubt that even thougha Labor
government has been returned, capitalist
industry will retain a very considerable
power to abuse and distort urban and
reglonal programmes, In the chojces
which must arise between the interests of
people and those of capital, it is difficult
to see the present Labor front bench intran- and that the relative economic :
sigent and impenetrable to powerful indust- vantage incurred by decentralise tion
dal lobbles, There are intimations of this  ustry be annulled by specific taxa
in "Regional Development”, It {5 soundly  of the capitalists who remain bé }y'
established that region can give its in- Nor should this re-accounting me;e
_hnlbltams an adequate range of commerc- involve a transfer of funds within
1l services with a principal city of 100 000- bowrgeolsie,
200, 000 people, This figure prtr.‘\j';umcs a of
total regional population of about 250,000, Labor must cut the profit margins
If (h? Labor Party really wished to, it could the bourgeoisie as a whole until have
provide such regions with educational, chaos and distress their opcr:ﬂ‘:‘"‘vm!
cultural and recreational facllities to outdo caused are paid for in full, For mi(eﬂ
those at present available in Sydney and created cities in which many wavﬂv
Melbourne, With more than 200, 000 people, are compelled ro spend Hours of ?11,,5
however, the social advantages of smaller ' day In travelling; the capital-ow n-
cities begin to break down, A clty of that class must provide free, fast, cun;:“
size can already be frighteningly impersonal. ient public transport. For having tion
and ttxc Labor-endorsed 'sense of comm-  enormous profits from land ;pec\lhd
unity® and epportunity for personal involye-, the bourgeoisie must subsidise 1ad kers
ient are under dangerous strain, Travell- prices, rates and rents paid by wer! above
ary mes can become distressingly long in large cities so that these are ot 4/
and utilities' costs rige sharply, But the those that apply in rationally Ll

s without comment that "few regional centres,

Australians must not feel bound to
coddle and nurture thelr cxgl"iu"'
must recognise the especially gross
social exploitation carried on wud dife
industries within large cities, @

booklet note




