DIRECT ACTION salutes Labor's trem-
endous victory. Labor's retum fo power
nd its crushing defeat of the L-CP gov-
arnment is a landmark in postwar
political life, It will be a great boost to
the morale and confidence of the labour
movement and 1S allies as they press
forward in their struggle against the
employers and for an end to their partic-

ular opprﬂﬂiﬂn ¥

As reyvolutionary socialists we have
participated fully in this struggle to throw
out the L-CP and return the A]:P to office,
Without laying down amy _ccndnic-ns v_n:l
have supperted Labor against the capital-
jst parties — the I.-CP,Bti':c El.h]:,wthe
tralia pa etc, But w !
;\eus'atedh]? pr-.;}i;:tcd out that Mr Whitlam's
basically conservatve and procapitalist :
policies are not sufficient to solve in ;i,:}
meaningful way the problems facing t

vast majority of Australians,

Labor must adopt a socialist

For this, Lab o o ehallenges the power

progra mme ¥

of the capitalist ruling class, and which
mobilises the workers and youth to fight
for it. We hayve never told anyone to

passively entrust their fate to any parlia-

mentary deputies, whatever their politics,

but to struggle for their demands in the
strects, in the factories, on the job sites,
in the schools, etc.

This is Mr Whitlam's hour. Sadly, in the

riod to come, he cannot but disappoint
all those ordinary people who have turned
to Labor. Mr Whitlam's whole approach
is based on the illusion that somehow
both capitalists and the working majority
can live a decent life, That is not true
and never has been.

A socialist approach consists in building
the independent movements of the
oppressed — of labour, women, youth,
blacks, gays, and so on — and demanding
that Labor take up their demands and
fight for them, and struggling within the
ALP to construct a class-struggle leader-
ship that will,

BY JIM MCILROY

Labor's victory in the Federal election
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To those who believe that this Labor
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BY COL MAYNARD

While most sections of the trade uninfn
movement at present are in a state ©

ri the return of a Labor govern- e L
ﬁ:ufnhtcﬂaﬂfr:ﬁ;f!n; low during the election {ssued an injunction
-.:amp’afg;n, the offensive against the work-

LABOR MUST STAN

DBYS.A.

s Federation, have
tely for Heontempt

{s at FIESI.BI
uburban con-

Construction Worke
been jailed indefinl
of court", The union

Enﬁﬂ“d in a fight ﬁ ?t: hiring of non-

~tion company
i.::;f lnahau:. The S.A. Suprem

organising pl

ing class, launched under a Liberal govern- This is an attack on the entire working

1to
ent still goes on unimpeded. Centrd
Efsnamckgagzinﬂ the working class is the

against the rade unions and the
:iﬁﬁt:lf Eranrkers to organise and bargain
collectively with the employers.
jons for the imprisonment and fining of
union officials and Individual workers for
taking part in "illegal” industrial actons
haye been proposed by both Liberal and
Labor Parties,

Owens
In Adelaide Les Robinson and R'un )
officials of the Australian Building and

BY GORDON ADLER

As the negotiations between the United
States and the liberation forces in Indo-
china drag on the debate on perspectives
for the antiwar movement in the pericd
ahead is taking place in many centres.
It is unfortunate for the movement and
more importantly, for the Vietnamese
people themselves, that much confusion
has been generated by these peace

proposals,

" Tribune" newspaper, published by the
Communist Party of Australia, for the
first time in recent months, has attempted
to answer criticisms made in DIRECT
ACTION of CPA policies for the anti-
war movement,

Malcolm Salmon ("Tribume", November
21-27) rejects the view that the nine-
point peace proposals have been forced
on the Vietmamese through the collusion
of the United States, the Soviet Union
and China, and asserts that the inner
meaning of the October 8 draft agree-
ment is the defeat of Nixon.

"The present draft agreement," he
writes, "with its clear provision for a
total wlﬁwﬁ:}l ;: all fl.IS and allied

wi ys of signing, express-
B K v bt tten 18 vears o fneanely
destructive effort, the US has finally
been forced to acknowledge its funda-
mental failure in this effort, "

Now, if there is ope thing at all that
stands out clearly through all of Nixon's
crafty dealings, it is the fact that the
US has not given up its strategic aim of
subjugating Indochina, It has not seen
the error of its ways, It has not suffered
any agonising reappraisal of its role in
South-East Asia, Thwarted In battle by
the combined effects of the victories of
the Indochinese liberation forces, and
the antiwar movement at home, Nixon

- has had to order a tactical retreat in
order to preserve intact the forces nec-
essary to continue the e, Without
this, the tide of protest in the US would
have become overwhelming. Nixon
would have lost the election, the US
government would have had to accept
unconditional withdrawal of all its
military forces and not just the ground
forces, the Thieu regime would have
been overthrown and all US plans for
the domination of Indochina would have
lain In ruins, In place of this, if the
agreements are signed, Nixom will have
succeeded in establishing the permanence
of the Saigon regime as a base for the
further plunder of the areas under its
control, and as a centre of subversion
against the governments in the areas
controlled by the liberation forces, The
proposed withdrawal of US forces is

not unconditional. The cessation of the
bombing of Vietnam will in no way
remove the US protection of the Saigon

regime if a cease fire agreement is made,

Any uprising against the Saigon -
ment in the arg under its cgnmﬂirlf
certainly be regarded as a breach of the
cease fire and will be used by the US ag
4 justification for resuming hostilities

against North Vietham and the PRG under

much more fayourable circumstances
Only the unconditional withdrawa) of

all US forces, and a recognitio
US of the unfettered rigl:tg?f I.hg ‘bu'};ettlic
namese to resolve their own political
problems without US interference, can
bring a just and lasting peace,

M:l-::.::}lm Salmon quotes the Paris week-
ly "Nouvel Observatewr" of October 30,

2

class and its right to organise wﬂfr:he
into unions, It is an attack ngauni

yery right of existence of trade cr;.:
and should be fought vigorously by a
sections of the labour movement,

has

: Federal Council of the ABCWF
cT;;hl?edEh:r the immediate release of those
imprisoned and asked that the ACTU
take immediate action to call out bulld-
ing workers nationally, The federal

secretary of the ABCWF, Norm Gallagher,

TIVES FOR 1973

stage of the war in Indochina, The Comm-

in which Jean Daniel writes that the
concessions made by the Viemamese
side in the agreements "may sadden
professional ultimatists. It is true that
many in the antiwar movement are sad-
dened by the desertion of theVietnamese
by the Soviet Union, China, and the
other Workers' States, but it is not true
that as a consequence such people are
professional ultimatists. The real quest-
fon at issue is whether we aid the Viet-
pamese more by demanding the immed-
iate and unconditional withdrawal of

all the military forces of the US and

its allies, or by calling on Nixon to

sign agreements making the acceptance
of the Thien regime in Sdigon by the

Vietnamese a condition for US withdrawal,

In the same article, Malcolm Salmon
criticises the parallel drawn between the
nine point agreements and the Brest
Litovsk treaty, and refers to the different
circumstances in which the two agree-
ments were drawn up.

The circumstances are not identical
certainly, but both the Brest-Litovsk
Treaty and the nine-point are unjust,
Using an argument similar to that used
by Malcolm Salmon, the treacherous
German Social Democrats claimed that
since the Bolsheviks had accepted the
Brest- Litovsk treaty, there was no reason
why they should oppose it,

According to Leon Trotsky, in an article
published in 1935 (see "Wr’ltlngs of Leon
Trotsky" 1934.35, Pathfinder Publishers,
New York, 1971, pp. 291-300), the
Bolsheviks answered them: "You swine,
We are objectively compelled to negot-
iate in order not to be annihilated, gg:

as for you ~ you are politically free to
vote for or against, and your vote implies
whether or not you place confidence in
youwr own bourgeoisie, "

It is not just the Communist Party that
is incorrect and confused by the latest

BUILDING WORKERS

has said that if the ACTU doesn't call

for a national stoppage the ABC
organise one of its own,

ars labo
E:ijt]lf:?lﬁ o? the role of ACTU president,

: ly inter-
ke, who they claim has only
Ecﬂ:::rd lito take the steam out of the

situation'’s ;
will fight it "to the bitter end",

WF, Bob
NSW president of the ABCWF,
Prl;'hi,ﬁgle hafr:\'eighﬂ}r called on the ALP

rnment to intervene on behalf of the

I se & elr
onists and immedlately secure th
ﬁease. ALP Premier of S.A., Don
Dunstan having introduced a bill into
state parliament calling for lm[,?ris-:-n- .
ment of workers taking part in "illegal

strikes would seem an unlikely candidate

to intervene on the behalf of wur_'i-:ers
jailed for fighting scab labour, In fact,

unist League, consisting of a number of
people who split off from the Socialist
Workers League and the Socialist Youth
Alliance several months ago, have also
been supporting the demand for "sign
now", However, they have been rather

confused on this, In the October 27 issue

of their paper "Militant" their editorial
had this to say:

"On the 18th, Novemmer, nation-wide

demonstrations will be held in Australia
in response to the call for intemational

antiwar actons by the NPAC in the United

States, These demonstration will occur
in an atmosphere of conjecture over the
possibility of a cease-fire being signed
in Vietnam, In this situadon it is vital
that the antiwar movement remains
independent of the strategico-tactical
considerations of the Vietnamese state,
and does not water down its EE&E ganda
to give su or a ceasefire, (Our
Fﬁ%ﬁﬁ% would have the effect

of taking Nixon at his word, and aband-
oning a clear-cut position on the self-
determination of Vietnam, The demon=
strations are a vital necessity, and we
must continue until the f victory

of the National Liberation Front,"

However, In the next issue, a double
page spread hails the 9 point peace

lan as a victory, and an article
Erh.rtln Byrne states that” , . 31.11]:,3“r

soclalists should join with the Vietnam-
ese in demanding that Nixon sign the
agreement that gets the Americans out
of Vietnam and the rest of Indochina®

In a very hysterical tone Byrne opposes
the antiwar movement organising around
the demand of "Out Now':

"Those who have had to suffer their
screechings about 'rebuilding the anti-
War movement around the demand of
OUT NOW, ' when It is patently obvious
that the troops were getting out, (al-
though the war, curiously enough, was
still going on) can only expect that
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¢ three-week old strike by retall stores
cafeteria workers in Brisbane is contin-
aln unabated as we go O press, The
m—[ﬁe is by about 500 women members
of the Foodstuffs and Allied Industries
Union (FAIU) in support of their claim
for an immediate pay rise of §7. 68
which would bring their wages up to the
came as those paid to female shop ass-
jstants, This c aim follows hot on the
heels of an earlier claim for $13 of which
§5,25 was granted operative from Nov-

Hnb-l‘:l‘ Za

‘AIU is a branch of the Miscellan-
z::s i'.'c-rkers Union and union officials
gald it was the largest meeting yet of
service industry sections of the union in
describing the first strike meeting early
{n October, But not only is it important
¢hat these women have gone on strike in
the numbers they have, it is also imp-~
ortant that they have kept up their morale

and taken such militant actions in attempt-

ing to win their demands, These facts

are all the more important when one
considers that women in this society are
an oppressed sex, "tradition" teaching
them that they are inferior, with their
role being that of housewife and mother,
It is for this reason, mainly, that women
tend to be ununionised and where they

age in unions they tend to be less prepared
to take strike action,

But this situation is changing in time
with the needs of the Australian capital-
ist class, Professor M, W. Peter, head of
Business Administration at Queensland
University, speaking to the Queensland
division of the Australian Institute of

Management, said, "The pace of continued

growth, in income and in the quality of
life, depends more on how this relatively
untapped reservoir of woman power is

tapped. "

He said the female work force in Australia

had grown greatly, and continued to
grow faster than the male work force.

This structural change in the workforce
has been brought about by the very real
needs of the Australian ruling class to
more viciously exploit every sector of

its industry. In this process, however,
women are brought back into social life
and realise that their interests are not
served one bit by passivity or moderation.

And if the Retailers' Association has
learned anything from this strike, it is

SETBACK AT GLAD

BY IAN NORMAN

The return to work of part of the construct-

ion workforce at the Queensland Alumina
Limited plant expansion project at Glad-
stone, Queensland, can only be seen as

a defeat for the workers., Of the 1200
workers sacked on October 18, only 250
started again on November 29, It was
reported that the workforce will rise to
600 workers after some time and the
project will now be completed by Sept-

-ember , 1973, This is some six months

later than the original target date — the
Company was glad to delay the project,
with the world alumina market already

LABOR LAND

HY STEVE PAINTER

After twelve years of rule by the big
business dominated National Party,

New Zealanders haye turned to the

Labour Party for solutions to the problems
f&dn& them. In one of the biggest
landslides in the history of New Zealand,
the Labour Party won 48% of the total

Vote, giving it 56 seats to the National
Party's 31,

M”.ljc'r factors influencing the vote were
rlsing unemployment and inflation and
. .hm"""mﬁ shortage, Other factors con-
tributing to National's unpopularity were
elr refusal to end New Zealand com-
P“L'.m" In the Vietnam war, and their
Policy of conscription for military service.
L:.lm...-: has equivocated on the question
of withdrawal from aggressive military
E“““-"“'*’ such ag SEATO, but many
f;m“‘ Party members are strongly in
vour of withdrawal from such alliances.

preclsely that women cafete
are no longer quiescent, L an

A further exam
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ple of their comba
is that the women have refused tnﬁrr;:;:

a work value case to arbitradon even

[1

over-supplied,

The parallel dispute at the Greenvale
nickel treatment plant being built near
Townsville, where 225 workers were
sacked on October 28, was also resolved

when a meeting of 100 of the men agreed

unanimously on November 24 to accept
the results of negotiations.

The Gladstone comstruction workers have
been subjected to slanderous attacks from

various sources - the employers, the press,
politicians, as well as some union leaders,

L | i 9
see reports in DIRECT ACTION Nos, 29,
gﬂ}. On top of all this came another

E IN NEW

i the twenty-three year old
gah:;idl:;m:ﬂ; the Auckhty nd seat of Eden
of his election, immediately
telegrammed Kirk demanding withdrawal
of all New Zealand training forces from
Indochina, The leadership of the New
Zealand Labour Party is muepent:ntg i
conservative but socialist elements
the party launched a strong c:.:n1:11;::1:.113,1:;I ten
bring Issues such as the Vietnam b:::ﬂ \; -
ment and the right of women to a n
to the fore in the election campaign.

lisatdon
the impact of the radica
thid:l: has l:aklflll place in New Zealand
around the antiwar movement the

Maori
of the oppression of the
?r::lf:rg?rl;r and the issue of the oppressi%nm
of women, the Labour leadership has be
forced 1o make some concessions,

the Labour Party
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concern the con - Hoay to
Labour's reac
mmplﬂ}ﬁﬁﬂﬂt- h r
ms ] determine W ethe
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the Retailers' Association is insist-
ing on this and the State Industrial Comm-
issioner recommended this course of acdon,

Not only have the cafeteria workers not
submitted to the bogey of arbitration but

..ﬁr.ﬁ-' .-" 3

J _.i-"'l g

Cafeteria workers on the march from Brisbane Trades Hall to City.

R WHOLE WORKING CLASS &

blow when the Federal Government refus-
ed to pay the sacked workers unemploy-
ment benefits, after a moath had already
passed. During this time union officials
ring on secret negotiations

with employer representatives, and many
of the demoralised workers and their
families were forced to leave Gladstone
in search of work, By the first week of
November only about 470 men of the orig-
inal workforce remained in Gladstone.

STONE FO

The dispute was patched up in fayour of
the employers, largely because the mili-
tancy of the workers at the site was forced
into channels acceptable to the employ-

ALAND

steps to lead the New Zealand workin
le in the directon of socialism or
t wing leadership will be
ow the present radical-

whether the ri
permitted to a
tion to subside,
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GAYS DEMON

STRAT

BY NITA KEIG

Between one and two hundred people
gathered in Melbourne City Square on
Friday evening, 1st December in one of
the biggest and liveliest gay demonstrat-
jons to date. Leaflets were distributed
explaining and condemning the role of
such institutions as the law, police,

try and the family in
omosexuals in our society,
practising homosexuals were
placed at 5-109% of the population,
Another leaflet criticised the attitudes

oppressin
Estimates of

after 12 days of being on strike they
marched for 45 minutes through crowded
Brisbane streets, This is truly significant
for a section of industry that has been
dormant for so long.

The placard-carmrying militants booed,
clapped and jeered as they pased each
of the major department stores, Most of
the signs criticised the retail stores
managements for refusing to put "more
filling on our bread and butter wages, "

Since the march through the city, the
Trades and Labour Council disputes comm-
irtee has taken over the negotiations with
the employers and the securing of a

strike fund, On the one hand the Retallers'
Assoclation has revealed that it not going
to give a rise at all because this non-arb-
irated decision would give an incentive
to other unlons to bargain in the same
way; and on the other hand the Shop
Assistants Union, which is not affiliated

to Trades Hall, has said to a FAIU official
that there will be no support forthcoming
at all and that the SAU has to have a
postal ballot for strike action,

Even so the 300 women at a masgs meeting
yvoted overwhelmingly to continue their
strike and about 60 women marched
again through a busy inner-city suburb
singing and displaying their placards.

At long last some kind of solidarity
action is being talked about by the
TELC disputes committee with the call-
ing of a stop-work meeting of MWU
members in retail stores, It seems that

finally the sentiments of the rank and
file are finding some limited expression,
as numerous cafeteria workers have

brought up how their fellow employees
want to come out in strike action,

One woman speaking from the floor
exclaimed that the shop assistants will
have to force their union to come out,
the same way they had to force their own
union to act . Indeed this is exactly
what is needed in an organised firm -

a strike committee directly made up

of women and working for their rights,

¥ith the Retailers' Assoclation only

willing to grant a small rise to a small
section of the women and with the

cafeteria women accounnting for only a mar-
ginal part of the Christmas period profits

it becomes obvious that strikes by other 4
workers in the retail stores would quickiy ey
bring the cafeteria women their just 4
increase and hopefully stimulate further A
demands both on the employers and the 3
union officialdom.,

ers, the Brisbane "Courier Mail" reported
on November 22: "Queensland Alumina 18
Limited managing director (Mr, L5 T ]
McAdams) said the decision to resume
work reflected great credit on those who
sat down at the negotiation table and re-
solved their differences speedily,”

Two days earlier the paper's editorial had
lectured unionists about using "arbiration
and conciliation channels" and warned
against "wildcat stoppages and strikes",

It concluded: "Gladstone's experience
should teach unions that playing too

rough does not pay." However, we would
conclude that the experience demonstrates
the consequences of allowing negotiations
to be carried on out of the direct control
of the rank and file workers, The dispute
was taken out of the hands of the workers'
elected site committee and there were

no attempts to broaden the struggle by
calling for solidarity actions. The exper-
ience also demonstrates the willingness

of employers to lay off whole workforces
in order that they may get their way. i

expressed towards homosexuals in

film " The Adventures of Barry McKenze"
which is currently showing to large
audiences in Me ¢ and Sydney.

i B

e e

Speakers addressed the demonstration on
the existing oppressive and punitive laws
relating to gays. A woman spoke on the
dual oppression of lesbians, as women and
and as gays.

The action reflected the growing ;. S '
confidence of this movement and pointed &
to its potential to mobilise large e |
of people around this issue,
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. CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
- Labor leaders have also refwed to come
- out clearly on their attitude to Nixon's
~ continued Indochina genocide, to dis-
. sociate Labor completely from US

for carmy-
| The attitude of the bourgeoisie to the :
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policies. They seek instead to'neutralise"

the situation under UN auspices and

promote a "peace” which can only mean

propping up the Thieu regime against
the wishes of the Indochinese people,

Large sections of the Labor Party have

adopted strong positions against A ust-
mlian complicity in the past, The rank
and file muost be mobilised with the
thousands of other opponents of the war

where Staples was the campalan s
the swing to the ALP will N‘“Y-Bj
sufficient to unseat the local member,
Dr Moss Casgs, who has argued <5
in favour of abortion also polled Hiﬁy ey,
in Maribyrnong and Inereased his
majority despite one of the dirtiest . i
campaigns waged against him, Yer .
In contrast with the poor performance by
the DLP, the Australia Party more than’ o
doubled its national vote, Not onl

the A ustralia P;]l‘t‘}' support abﬂl‘ﬂﬂn "
demand, but it had several other planks
which outflanked the ALP from the left,
Itz performance showed that the conservat. .
ism of the ALP leadership on many 1
ions probably lost them votes, Theghmt_..
ralia Party is of course a ':ﬂpllnl].:t pan?
whose antiunion policies are not mygh
different than the Liberal Party, Soc

will never support it but we will P'Dtnthlkmm .
its success as a lesson for Labor, particul.
arly on social issues,

to press for policies breaking completely
with Nixon's policies, and with the
Thieu regime,

Labor seeks "neutralisation" of SE Asia
as an alternative to SEATO. All this
means in practice is the emphasis on
civil aid to bolster ailing regimes in the
area rather than on direct military aid.
But this aid, which will not benefit the
peoples of these countries but only their
corrupt ruling groups, can, if nceded,
be supplemented by armed Intervention,

to do 10 managé the state machine more
“efficiently”, Any move towards similar

Federal laws must be vigorously opposed,

On a whole series of other issues we

see the ambiguous character of Labor
policy - as a response to broad pressures,
and as an attempt to absorb those press-
ures, The broad movement of women
for their rights finds its reflection in
Labor policy with a committment to
support equal pay and build child care
centres, Yet Whitlam and other Labor
leaders fell over themselves to declare

others merely see it as a party which
represents their interests and which
works to create good conditions of life

in Australia for the great majority.
Either way the challeage of socialism

as a real altermative to capitalist exploit-
ation is posed.

What Don Chipp calls "socialism"® is

merely Whitlam's plan for a "think

tank of talent"to enliven and expand
rmment bureaucracy (a traditional

role of ALP governments), The proposal

is similar to J, F, Kennedy's "new froatier "

)
S

On the other economic front, some
employers tend to blame the economic
ultra-conservatism of the Liberal govern-
ment for the lack of any planning and the
general ad hoc way that the economy

has been run for the last 23 years, The
pew technocrats of the Labor party offer
once again an attractve altermative,
Their "think tank” for business executives
gives the employers a chance to recover
their loss of profits for 1970-71 and the
reduction in the rate of growth during
this year. As Whitlam himself pointed
out, cne of the oldest attractions of the
Liberal government to business, that of
being able to deal directly with the
ministers concerned and develop a work-
ing relationship, had gone by the board
as the outgoing government had 60
changes of ministers over the last six
years, The Liberal party conservatives
belong to the old "free enterprise” school,
believing in the minimum state intervent-
ion in the economy, They still consider
"incomes policies” such as those intro-

government of Tanaka in Japan broke off

relationships with Talwan the Libersl

government was still opposed to the idea,

It is not accidental that elections have
been held or are due to be keld in most
of the majfor capitalist states, In all
centres elections play an important role
in chanelling radicalising masses of people
Into the bourgeols parliamentary system,
Elections also play a role in resalvin
many of the smaller tactical differences
that sections of the ruling class have
among themselves, Election debate often
reflects  a real living struggle Between
different positions within the raling class,
In countries where no working class party
exists such as the U. S, or where they are
very small like Canada, such a debate
represents no difficultes for the capitalist
class. In Australia the union bage of the
ALP represents a thom in the side of the
bourgeoisie.

of the gmploying class to support the
return of an ALP government. They are
boping that the welfare proposals and other
reforms using untapped potentials which
will hit only a minor section of the capital-
ist class will serve as a carrot to the workers
while the Whitlam government helps the
employers in their attack. As the editorials
of " The Australian" emphasised,the support
for the ALP is limived to this time. In the
the meantime they are expectng to "re
"reorganise” and "modemise” the Liberal
Party so that in three years dme the
employers will be once again able to rule
directly through their own instrumentality
rather than the intermediary of the Labor
Party.

The smoke screen of Labor's "sense of
identity” and "exciting visions” can be
disregarded as the real motivation of the
press barons for supporting the ALP.
Similarly, all the promises of horrible
future and moral degeneration made by the

or Harold Wilson's "new sociery”. It

has little in common with socialism ~
control ot people's lives by themselves
without the guiding hand of the techno-
crats, It is this vision of socialism which

Labor's Minister for Defence, Lance
Barnard has spoken of a mobile, highly
efficient and "flexible" army (which

can quite readily be used o put out "brush
fire" wars in Asia), That is, ALP leaders

the overlords of the feudal ultra conservat-
ive antilabour media can be regarded as the
the masking of those forces which while
unhappy with the Liberals, are not prepared
to take the risk of 2 union based party being

1 that the right to abortion was not an
B of izsue in the election and that the ALP
- im“’e has no policy on this question, What
_ :ﬂﬂ sort of approach is this to the struggle
et 1Co- of women for democratic rights and

duced by Nixon and Heath to be "social-
istic”. Ewven if the Liberal party was
willing to undertake such a change in its
course, and McMahon did hint at the
possibilities, most workers regard it as

are quite preparec > trallan g PRI 2y EEds ’ loped as the real Labor : : ‘ - i s it i :d by
o gt evotatonuny eoplct OO, o o sl cppemiont B S RIRE SR e e emplorta pry nd il e S0 Rl e e e

d i u b vl Sl g™ . i & - 5 iﬂ.’ o t own (3 j rals lar = - A > L e
they prefer for the present the subtle, i and The question of "socialism™ has been “Financial Review" calls Labor's "alha- maﬁ“m;n’-‘ﬁhh i bbr?;:ught down by the anticapitalist measures.
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trogs”, the socialist objective - can still,
% 4 reflection of the mass character

of the Labar party base, play a vital role
in teaching the Australian working people
sbout the socialist altemative. In the
immediate fuhme, Labor's position as
the government of the day is not secure.
The DLP, threatened with rapid decline,

i been
ow its hold on the government has
{‘ast, can work hard to block all Labor's

itive initiatives in the Senate, The
par;Efr:cnmn' crisis which will undoubt-

an issue in this election whether Whitlam
and his colleagues like it or not. Liberal
minlsters of the dying McMahon régime
Ftressed that the choice for Awstralians

"clvilian” approach. Labor leaders have M’ z rty they recognise to be their own
4 consistent record as efficient prosecutess ““’l X .
of war - in both WWI and WWII - a recard Pty e
in which both Gough Whitlam and Bob .
Hawke have proclaimed their pride. o fs! was between "socialism or free enterprise™
Labor leaders haye affirmed faith in that -i e (€. 8. Don Chipp in "The Australian®
“great association' - ANZUS, They seek riuut of November 30 );
to make ANZUS an "instrument for the TR " The Labor Party is a true socialist
justice and peace and for political, lﬂFhl' of 1048, 1% party, . . I am deeply concemed at the
and economic advancement of our rEEIORce e implications of a 10-year dogmatic,

- soclalist plan being impacted on to the
Australian ecconomy and society from

The problems Australian capitalists are
having with their political party shouldn't
affect the workers movement. The ALP

iz a labour party — it has been formed to
protéct the interests of unionists not
employers. Whitlam himself has described
it as a party of employees, Socialists
should still support the return of an ALP
government even if Mr Murdoch and his
cohorts try to have it returned as well,
What socialists should fight for are socialist

The Liberal Party conservatism carries
through to its foreign policy. They still
haven't appreciated the important role
trade with the workers' states plays in
Interimperialist competition. Less than
24 hours before Nixon announced his
impending visit to Peking McMahon pub-
1icl‘r ridiculed the idea of making any

That iz 2 forlom hope indeed. ANZUS .u’ deals with the Chou En Lai regime. Whit-

w : 0 B can only be an instrument of oppression

lam of course had just concluded a ip to

:Id ill lead to a dissolution of ture licies for the ALP so that the interests of
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meeting in Sydney,

at satisfaction to all supporters of

war sentiment which has swept the pation
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beral Party, as the political rep-
;hs:n[étlx-e of the capitalist clgs;ftei;[
Australia, had followed a consis e
policy in allowing and fostering T
establishment of military bases inI it
ralia, This, in turn, 1S quite cons fﬁt;'zus
with their support for the SEﬁE(}'{h
and ASPAC alliances, through =
the various national ruling classes -
united to hold back any t:h::ll.'llf.‘l‘J,g!:im}3 :
their rule, any attempt at revolu ry
change In South-East Asia,

ign bases have been asiiabllshcrd at

gfnr: gp, Woomera, and Imrltlf' ‘r‘; eigd
Cape, and more are apparently pia .I}’ .
The tasks set for these bases is not ﬂqn ¢
to assist in repelling any attack ?n Aust
ralia, but also t© direct :lFI:i-Ck.‘i from
Australia's imperialist allies to any part
of Asia, The motives of the ]_lhrh';fl
Party in putting forward this p«:-lic:}{,f gre
clear - as the party of the propertie
classes they and their counterparts ul:L :
other imperialist countriés stand to los
too much from 3 successful rewluum?

in Asia, Their position and motives We
can understand, but where does the
Labor Party, now that it is the govern-
ment, stand on the question of foreign

bases?

\atform of the Australian Labor
Eﬁypmtus, under the title'Bases and
Facilides' that:
iLabor is opposed to the existence of
foreign-owned, controlled or operated
bases and facilities in Australian territ-
ory, especially if such bases involve
2 derogation from Australian sovereignty.

"Labor is not d to the use of Aust-
raLlaian bas:s a.:flpif:ﬂiﬁes by Allies in
war-time,, or in periods of International
tension involving a threat to Australia,
provided that Australian authority and
soverei are unimpaired, and
provided that Australia is not involved
in hostilities without Australia's consent.

"The tenure of these bases and facilities
by other powers should not be of such

a character as to exclude properly accred-
ited access by authorised Australians
charged with the duty of evaluating
Australian defence policy, whether
members of the Australian Parliament,
defence departments or armed services, "

The question of foreign bases, however,
cannot be separated from the whole
question of the system of imperialist
alliances such as SEATO and ANZUS.

If these alliances are allowed to exist
under a Labor government once again

- the time will arise when our ruling-class

will deem it necessary to intervene in
Asia for the sake of retaining or expand-
ing their markets and maintaining their
olitical power, What then will be the
bor Party's decision? At present, as the
guote from the platform points out, the
Labor Party will allow the Allies the use
of bases and tracking stations, The
Labor Party, purporting to be the party
working in the interests of the Australian
working-class, would then ally itself
with the forces of capitalism and see,
perhaps, Australian workers once again

- being forced to fight in an imperialist

war against workers and peasants of -
other countries,

The Labor Party's shadow Minister for
Defence, Lance Barnard, stated that
foreign ‘éases would be acceptable, "If
defence system, wsing Australian experts
and techno we would have to look
at them iavlmbly. " ;

- The word 'defence’ has been used a lot;

we have to ask however what imperialist

US.C

Loulsiana state police, see
it

: campus of Southern Univemty:
murdered two students on November 16,

For several weeks, students at the all
black school had been boycotting classes
in l;?pon of demands for on campus
medical facilites, expanded black
studies programmes, improved ransport-
- ation to the campus, the right to audit
financial records, and the resignation of
the university president, Dr, G, Leon
Netterville, Demonstrators occupied the
administration building from October 30
to November 10 when several of their
m& includin
ants protest, were granted,
Students United, which organised the
demonstration, voted to continue boy-

they can be integrated into the Australian

ops Kill

g amnesty for particip-

the Fmpmes
War, Korea, and Vet o lliances before

of these tre 111
treaties and other a :
L]:etrn swns and is to n1il_'lt.:u'il'§r dl:fend the
L

fright” of a sel of imper:a:’eisi p&;ir;;ﬂ
either retain what property; iﬂb ' e
cer it has or increase t by
rival imperialist

t defenders of these
::':ILLTE:' of the ruling class aré the v.'c-rk;rs;
thcf,r're the ones who build the -.~;ar=thn;nc -
ines and equipment, who fight :‘tn e
war, and invariably die under the

of capital,

and
on the preserves of a
r. The conscrip

Peron Returns

BY DAN ROSENSHINE

rovember 17 return of .f;rge:ltin:-z's
E-EP;;:IEM Juan Peron after a 17 year
enforced exile has further hel ghtFnﬂ.d
the ferment gripping Latin America’s
most industrialised nation, The current
Argentine military dictatorship, headed
by General Alejandro Lanusse, arranged
for Peron's return as part of a well
designed effort to head off mounting
soclal discontent, an effort all indicat-
ions show has the collaboration of Peron

himself,

The 77-year-old Peron was president of
Argentina from 1946 undl he was over-
thrown by a US backed military coup in
1955, His dictatorial regime, while
carefully defending capitalism, failed to
establish a secure national base for
Argentine capital and often clashed with
the growing domination of the country's
economy by US capitalism, ‘_

T o gain popular support, Peron permitted
the growth of a large and powerful trade
union movement, Many Argentine
workers were attracted to his populist
style and the demagogic, nationalist
attacks he directed against American
imperialism and those Argentine generals
and businessmen who were in its service.

Since 1966, the Argentine people have suf-
fered under a series of pro-US military
dictatorships that have carried out political
repression, and repeated assaults on the
standard of living, The last three years
have seen a rising tide of mass mobilis-
ations by workers and students as well

as military coups that replaced two

heads of state, each of whom had come

to power by the same method.

The Lanusse regime has been faced with
two nationwide seneral strikes since
September 1971, In an attempt to re-
store social stability, Lanusse has pro-
mised a return to parliamentary rule
and has scheduled elections for next
spring, But this directly raised the
question of Peron's role, since he Is the
only capitalist politician with a mass
following in Argentina, So Lanusse
began to negotiate with Peron,

4

;ﬁi;fj i:lnlu untll all demands were

On November 16, students réporte
Netterville asked for a meeting w;itlh
Students United inhis office, During the

meeting which was attended by more

than 200 persons, Netterville
ask
excused, pmmisi.ug to return slmlifl-,rm b

Edwin E, Edwards
. governor of
later claimed thalt Netterville :]ﬂii:sﬂutiz

sheriff's office
vt bu.ildt[:;_ldng State police to

Hundreds of heavily armed state police

invaded the cam
Pus. The students v
Etds [fhd to disperse and teqr g unvasa ;?:md
e administration buildin >
students filed out, the E. Asthe

lice opened
killing two lﬂ-}rearualdps:udeenfs?tg;ij:re

Black Students

on an international level,
rotect its Interesis;
dlametrically

Capitalism,
will attempt tOP :
however 1ts {nterests are

opposed t

;orking-class.
?aﬂéor ]garn*, conceming forel

the cholce of the
S e bases as

with everything is to serve el

{em, or the {nterests of the
world,

In coming dow
it must cut all
the counter-revolu
The Labor Party must €
training of troops for purpose il BUDIES
{on of national liberation Strugg ==

tionary alliances.
aase to allow the

»ron's return did not lack drama,
;;ﬁ:: demonstrations were banned, and
a force of 30, 000 soldiers was mobilised
to maintain security in Buenos Aires,
«while the airport where Peron's plane
landed was surrounded by elite tank
units. Peron himself was at first placed
in seclusion under heavy guarg. After a

e was allowed to proceed to a
:;g,]:m mansion purchased for him by
his followers, where he was greeted by
2 mass demonstration of enthusiastic
supporters.

The Peronist movement is a diverse
array of forces that have used Peron as
a symbol of opposition to US influence
in Argentina and to the present regime,
It includes traditional capitalist politic-
ians, urban guerrillas involved in
terrorist actions, and dissident sections
of the military.

But the most important base of Peronist
support lies in the powerful CGT trade

union federation (Confederacion General

del Trabajo - General Confederation of

Labor). The CGT leadership, and much

of its rank and file, identify themselves
as Peronists, For his part, Peron ‘.h;:u;t
mised everything to everyone, no
Erv‘:m hesitating to link himself with the
memory of Che Guevara.
A crowd of more than 100, 000 people
ve Peron a tumultuous welcome
during his first night in Buenos Aires,
While many of these were militant
workers ready for a showdown with the
Lanusse dictatorship, the real game
being played by bm.ii Peron and Lanusse

has been described by a number of com-

mentators,

"There is, however, general agreement
that the divisions that have rent this

nation for the 17 years since Mr, Peron's

ouster cannot be ended without Mr,
Peron's presence', James Nelson Good-

on the side of the latter,
r1:-1--1111:::;:1,' ties with those of

Alliances

f the International

er capltal-
vorkers of the

s of suppress-

sell wrote in the November 15 "Christian

Science Monitor",

"Whether they can be ended with his
presence is something else again - but
the military government of Lt. Gen,
Alejandro Agustin Lanusse argues that
it is worth a try. And it would seem

Militarv parades its armour in Argentina.

._ - ". -; | H,_
ey v R
SR » ™

n

I = — i -. i"‘
‘.-I'-i._*lr. [‘ J- [

L

n-:. ;
iy

Smith and Leonard Douglas Brown,

At first, police officials and Governor
fow;jrds sought to deny all responsibility
: I the killin Police denied usin
hi1.111-::’55 and claimed that the -
rEHEd by "shrapnel", Byt 4 coroner's
POTt revealed that the students we
struck by bucksh i

ot f g R
the police were capr . "OL8uns like those

camying, Govemor Ed-

wards then admitted the
e youths "may"
EEE'EEEH :-cllled by a poiiccr:;nr:?'.hl"
ident g i o
i ga: ally" used buckshot instead of

F A
taeFte.mlle has denied
to mtewen&,

40 anonymoys

asking state polic
attributing this request to
Campus cop,

The murders Sparked de

BRI On T 0y IS cammuse. Do O

CAmpuses,

students were

-

Labor Party must a : :
alism desist in thg‘l:ofg:lm \0d thay o,
explolts which turn workes - il

and make the question 5“;_

death dependent ‘ﬁ
of the capltalist mﬂ:tﬁ bw

These are the real in _
ian workers - these ;:;:l"l_ﬂf
the gulde for the A ustrg Pleg

and ﬂ'ﬂ,‘. present Hleﬁdenh : i

folst on Australlan wﬁfke““hﬁ‘.

version of a system of a 4,
masquerading as --am,’::,i‘.f'h
to fight for the real murml‘ 3
ity of Australians, of g

s
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that the majority of the anﬂ.hgﬁi-
albeit concerned over Mr, Peron's
presence, tend to agree withthe
Lanusse government", % B
In its November 14 issue, the "Mosia
editorially approved of Peron's et
"And hopefully", the "Monitor" &l %
Peron will agree to the militanys
playing a continued supervisorymlt
in any postelection gmrr.mmﬁl_k .
presence could be a settling and
unifying force in a country for holsg
torn apart by dissent".

Robert Ares, one of Peron's top advis
sounded the same theme in an ey
published in the November 9 lsme &&
Buenos Aires weekly, "Panorama’\i8
evident to me", he said, “thatﬁ-.!'lﬂ_,
Peron's aspiration is to achieve ipifs
unity between the people and the amed
forces, whose prestige, unforfusii
has been suffering a great decliseas
minds of the people”, =
The November 8 issue of "A%
Socialista", the weekly paper of &5
tine Socialist Party (Partido Seci&
Argentina), carries a lengthy
the meaning of Peron's returs, SE=
been reprinted in the Novembet
"'[ntercontinental Press™, %
"The question that must bé aSsE=y
"Ayanzada Socialista" says In % ©
whether he is coming back t0 &8
workers or to make a deal “{ﬁ a
ploiters and offer the military §
a political way out «. )
"Innumerable workers, P“M_ s b
eros fighting against the "Ef:ﬁ
hoped for many years for e iy ¥
return, They thought that o
back would be a da M“
triumph for the wor go{:bkl!“
the day of the collapse that © e
poverty and the iron fist Lot, 8B
all workers - Peronist of unﬁ”
hard reality is that Peron & S0 gy
back to fight, Peron s co v

put the finishing tauchﬁ;:“;ﬂi

the regime, wlith the W

the working clas". -
"Avanzda Soclallsta® dmﬁ%
ations of an already worke ﬂ.'l
deal between the Peronlsth Sty
ment and the middle clﬂll;“ 1 07
Radical Party, Butthe Eﬂw e B
tinues, '"Nor can we dimﬂul' i
sibility that settling therm wgn
of the accord will give the #p
of war between Peron and
ment",

£

th L&
Today, Argentind, ncllﬂﬂ‘fwi X
the highest level of a]lsdu % :
mass radicalisation ina X
Whatever understan
sides - Peron's and 3
return 15 a very di_iﬂge':;n
the Argentine ruling cidsse
touch off massive a&
dictatorship that €9
control of Peron al

AL ]
i3

A

GIVEN THE "GO AHEAD"

president Marcos of the Phillipines re-
cently told the Phillipine Historical
Assoclation how he arrived at his
‘decision to declare a state of martial
{aw: "l wanted a period in which I
could commune with myself and with
God and ask Him whether it was correct
for me to proclaim martal law, I
asked for a sign and He gave me several
", No one can say the Almighty's

pot generous,

[ABOUR THEORY OF VALUE
SLANDEROUS

On October 25 a criminal court in the
gwiss city of Lucerne ruled that the
revolutionary soclalist newspaper "La
Breche' had committed an actionable of-
{fence, an assault on the honowr of indiv-
{dua]l members of the bourgeoisie, by
publishing the labour theory of value,
The court action began after "La Breche"
had published articles denouncing a wage
system in the metallurgy industry in 1971,
The waFe system was one under which
workers' incomes would be affected by
their "attitude toward their superiors',
HLa Breche"also claimed that capitalists
were using pension funds to amass capital,

Deeply offended by these cruel charges,
three companies sued "La Breche" claim-
ing that their managements had been
defamed. The three suits were later
joined into one. The real aim of the
charges was to stop members of the Re-
yolutionary Marxist League which publish-
es "LaBreche' from distributing their
paper and other socialist literature out-
side factory gates, Unfortunately, the
publishers of "La Breche"were unable to
demonstrate the reality of capitalist
exploitation to the satisfaction of the
judge. He found in favour of the
companies, ""La Breche" is appealing

the decision and has called on sup-
porters to aid the defence both finan-
cially and politically, Contributions
and letters of support can be sent to:
Case postale 1,000 Lausanne 20,

Sevelin, Switzerland,

DESPERA TION

Speaking in Brisbane during the election

found themselyes with 1a
but no audience, As m’ﬁ ﬁfe“ﬂ‘“
celved no report from Brishane

The fallwe of the SLL aey

ons de -
mltu the impotence of the mp:ﬁ:t_
ion's sectarlan politics, After 4 ting

most of their energles over the course
of
: t:ﬁb:tﬂ: ht: the actions, they were able to
than 100 people nationally
It Is clear that the actions constituted 2
ma jor focus for tlha SLL, an intensive
Campaign was carried on, and
for the y rally 2 bus was even hired
ﬁh'mpon Supporters from the outer
urbs: unfortunatel only about eight
people could be IO!.II:HL& up to ride in it
;mugmﬁmmu g cam- |
gn was contempt showed for
the principle of d:mﬂmt::yin the wor-
kers' movement by covering Communist

Party election posters and DIRECT ACTION find

"Labor to Power" ers with their

The SLL should be 3 firm SRR O
workers' democracy, having been the
victim of strong arm tactics by the
Stalinist SPA to stop them selling their
press on the wharves,

Why, after s much effort did the SI1's
actions flop? The failure of the SLL
stems from its inability to relate to cur-
rent political reality, It, like most
other left groupd, is small, The problem
for such groups is how to commumicate
ideas to masses of people, and how
to move large numbers of people in an
anti-capitalist direction, how to lead
large numbers of people through ex-
periences which will bring about an
awareness of the nature of capitalist
soclety and the need to overturn it, The
SLL rejects the only tactic which makes
it possible for a small group to break out
of isolation from the masses - the tactic
of engaging in united action around
specific issues with other groups and
organisations where agreement can be
reached on a common demand or aim,
The SLL rejects this tactic, In the
November 29 issue of their paper "Labour
Press"they say "We will exclude no one
from our campaign and demonstration who
agrees with the demands outlined in our
manifesto and who wishes to help build
the Socialist Labour League and the Young
Socialists ... ". With such policies the
SLL will remain a tny sect existing on

campaign, Liberal member Ivor Greenwoodthe fringes of the workers' movement

urged voters ', ., if you have a spare mo-
ment not only vote for a Liberal

ment but pray for one", Greenwood knew
the score - short of divine intervention
nothing could have saved the Liberals.

SECTARIANS DEMONSTRATE
IMPOTENCE

On November 25 the sectarians of the
Socialist Labour League held their

much advertised demonstrations in
Melbourne, Sydney, Brisbane and
Hobart, The actions were called uni-
laterally by the SLL around the slogans
"Throw the Liberals Out", '"Vote Labor'y
"Demand Socialist Policies". Reflect-
ing the strength of the SLL and the fact
that it refuses to enter on a Fﬁ-ECiPlEd
basis into united fronts with other
Organisations, which in spite of disag-
reements might share some common
perspectives, the demonstrations were
pitifully small, In Sydney 65 people
tumed up while in Melboune action
was called off because of rain, and in
Hobart the two speakers who turned up

Marxism and Feminism

0ot in terms of society as a whole, but
in terms of their families and immed-
late friends, They become alienated
from soclety, because of their alien-
ation from the means of production
and because they must compete as
individuals, and as family units for
the available jobs and material goods
eisentlal for life. In this respect, also,
the family is a wasteful ecs:murnlc unit
because it requires the useless duplicat-
lons of goods and appliances, and irr-
atlonal wse of labour in society.

However, the family is showing obvious
signs of breaking down, The divorce
Tate is rising, there is a steady increase
in legitimate births, there is a high
cidence of suicides among married
Women; mental homes house large
Dumbers of women crippled mentally
from the effects of family life, Added
;:: thi;,_ and despite the handicaps of
ack of child-care facilities, sex and
;"3El‘- discrimination and double work
ad, Increasing numbers of married
women are asserting their right to work
Pulside the home and to earn an indep-

with no perspectives for building a social-
ist movement capable of involving
masses of people,

DRINK UP

The amount of DDT in cows' milk in
this country is now three times above
the level considered safe internationally.

COMMONWEALTH WORKERS STOP
WORK

On November 22, 500 employees of
the Cummonweaith Public Service
attended a stop work meeting in
Melhourne, The workers were protest-
ing the Commonwealth's delay in
granting a $6 wage increase flowing
on from the 1971 Metal Industry Award.
The meeting was characterised by the
attempts of the union officials to ob-
tain a decision to return to work, The
officials were obviously concemed

that any industrial action might affect
the Labor Party's election chances and
were anxious to have the matter pushed

aside.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8
endent income, All these factors are

contributing to the disintegration of the

nuclear family. Rt
mxists, we understan
:;dhf:mhn'haw the same enemy. 4
Sexual oppression has been perpemlta
by every ruling class since class i‘t;:;‘ﬁr
and private property began, e ¥s
and the subordination of women I
it, is one of the major institutiona o
‘ons of class society. So the s
women, like those of the oppresse
mﬁqna'uﬂes, must ultimate
strugg!

anticapitalist
succeed.
on in the eﬁ_r.h of imperialism
takes many forms, evolutionary &
gociallsts give wholehearted Iﬂpp';l:
all struggles agalnst mm;. R
by mnn;;uuﬂt“ one s mmg: “real"
Loty e ther, and
or more important than any omd; i

we don't attempt 0 ﬁ;&eb‘:gin ihe

ion Uf ﬂ"a gﬁwﬁldpﬁﬂilm'
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STUNT ' SOME FREEDOMS FORGOTTEN

TON CRISIS s
Recent advertisements by supporters of
the capitalist parties have urged people
not to vote for the Labor Party because
Labor in power would threaten ™, , .
those basic freedoms for which Aus-
tralians have always fought and which
they cherish so dearly - freedom of
speech, asoclation, worship and enter-
prise”, There are some other freedoms
which govermments of capitalist parties
have always made available to Aus-
tralians - freedom to suffer political
censorship, freedom to be sent to mur-
der people in Imperiallst wars, freedom
for some to live in hxury while others
starve, freedom for black people to rot
in slums, freedom for women to be
killed by backyard abortionists ., to :
mention a few, |

NO SOLUTION TO :

Fourteen months ago, several big com-
nles including BHP, Containers Ltd. ,

» Gadsden and United Packagers Ltd, ,
all associated with the manufacture of
steel cans, announced that they were
embarking on a project to eliminate
the pollution problems created by such
cans, The scheme was announced in
an attempt to stave off a punitive tax
being imposed on steel cans by the NSW
government, as a result of the spiralling
mtufdlipolicnﬁuftheuma the in-
creasing difficulty of finding somewhere
to put them, The companies' scheme
was to recycle the cans, However a
recent report carried in the "Sydney
Moming Herald" indicates that the
scheme has done nothing except pro-
vide a cover under whlri the govern-

E:nt could drop its plan for a pumitive STUDENT VICTIMISED !
Peter McMahon, a high school student
seeking reinstatement after being ex- "
pelled from Blacktown Boys' High '
School in Sydney's western suburbs has '8
taken court action to have his expulsion ; |
revoked, At a recent court hearing of
the case, the principal of the school

expressed the opinlon that McMahon

did not have the ability to pass his -
Higher School Certificate and should T |
leave the school, He then went on to {
say that the student had had the effron- H
tery to want to discuss the political 't,
aspects of economics in an economics ol
class, He also sald that McMahon was :
one of 2 number of students who had =
committed the crime of being associa-
ted with organisations outside the school,
The Socialist Youth Alliance and -3
DIRECT ACTION were mentioned. Of .
course the free, compulsory and secular L
state education system doesn't attempt ]
to shape students' political attitudes. b f

The report reveals that of the 500
million steel cans dumped in Sydney
each year, only about three million
eir way to the recycling centres,
The report also reveals that cans de-
livered to some recycling centres have
not been recycled, For example, in
Townsyille cans collected were even-
tually dumped in the local rubbish tip
and in Brisbane and some other centres
the cans are being "stockpiled".
Clearly the steel manufacturers' plan,
announced in a blaze of publicity, was
nothing more than a propaganda stunt
which attacks none of the problems
created by imesponsible use of the
resources available to society.

REHABILITA TION b5
f

Evidence recently presented to the }I

enquiry into conditions at Melbourne's it'

Pentridge Gaol included the reveladon

that a prisoner who was refused medical
treatment after complairning of stomach
pains, was later found to have a bullet

in his stomach,

DEMOS, STRIKES CAUSE $2,3 MILLION e
LOSS TO VICTORIA'S TRAMS! b

LT

Outlining his latest plans to curtail clvil g
liberties in Melbourmne, Victorian Pre- '
mier Hamer speaking on November 29 ';-1
said that the Victorian government Yk
would take a tougher stand against de- X
monstrators in the city area. This be
sald, was necessary because according é
to the annual report of the Victorian x4
Tramways Board, the tramways had lost o
10 million customers over the past year ]
- a 7%drop In passengers representing a
loss in revenue of 2,3 million dollars, d
He went on to say that according to the N
board, a major cause of the increasing

disinclination of people to use trams

was the disruption of their timetables

caused by strikes and demonstrations,
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DRACONIAN EDUCATION REGULAT-
IONS PRCPOSED FOR 5A

South Australian secondary school
principals are wging the government to
introduce new regulations giving them
the power to suspend students for in-
golence, persistent disobedience, im-
moral conduct or a serious breach of
discipline, Of course the principals
will decide what is "immoral",
"insolent" and "serlous" - things like
male students having long hair,
students handing out leaflets in schools
etc,, if the past conduct of SA principals
is any indication.

For strikes and demonstrations to have
caused that sort of a loss, Melboume
must be in a state of considerable tur-
moil, in fact the revolution must be
just around the comer ,. or could it be
that the real reasons for the decline in
the use of public transport lie else-
where? For example, in the policies
of the Liberal Party government which
over almost two decades has na?le::ted
public transport as part of its policy of
promoting the motor car industry?

=+« STEVE PAINTER

SOCIALIST RUNS IN TRAMWAY UNION
ELECTIONS

Doug Jordan, a tramway conductor from
Melbourne running on a soclalist plat-
form for editorship of the Tramway
Union's journal "The Record" polled 300
out of the 2,100 votes cast,

well as during the transitional period
which will follow the revolution, until
the time when women have total free-
dom and equality. As Marxists, as )
Trotskyists, we support the l.nde?emdtnee (18
and intransigence of the women's liberat- ;
ion movement and don't condemn and Ly 8
disparage it. Authentic Marxists are the -8
champions of the oppressed who are cast- '
ing off their oppressed mentality and :

' to stand up and demand their ‘-3
ts. While we build the movement,
uniting women against their oppression,
we try to win over the most conscious

not a formula prescribing what forms the
revolution will take in the course of its
development. It is a tool that helps re-
volutionaries inderstand and better inter-
vene in the class struggle. Above all, it
helps us assess the new forms in which
the class struggle takes place - national-
ism, the student movement, the women's
movement, It helps us to appreciate

the revolutionary implications of these
struggles and how to give them a more be
radical direction. ri

The women's liberatdon movement will

be instrumental in bringing down capit- women to join us in building a reyolut- ] :_
alism, because capitalism is incapable lonary pn.rg that can unite all oppressed '
of granting women total freedom, Un- sectors of the population in decisive

com ising feminism can only lead
to socialist conclusions, The demands
of the moyement will develop as the

e deepens, as concessions are
granted others will be thrown up; and
these demands will more and more strike
directly at capitalism, :

struggle against the capltalist class, The
Soctlist Workers League and the Socialist
Youth Alliance see the women's liberat-
ion movement as a central part of the
world socialist revolution in the making,
and are in the forefront of helpingto
build and lead this movement in a re=

iulmiumxﬂ_dﬁa tion, Our pasition

We know that the e for women's stands in sharp contrast to the default o
Miemtion will not end with the socialist  all our opponents who claim to be
socialists or communists, :

revolution, It must be waged now as

T ey | e SR
N I Ty
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- b eois” and "reform-
ist" and it s£:| mf‘ﬁ only valid
struggles for women are those waged
around narrowly conceived job issues. It
seems impossible for them to comprehend
that the majority of women will radic-
alise around issues that directly affect
them, and that they feel oppressed as
a sex first. Neither can they see the
dynamic relationship between struggles
for immediate gains around issues such
as abortion that directly affect women
and attainment of full female liberation,
Becawse they do not see this they haye
0o programme which can mobilise
masses of women who do not yet see their
enemy as the capitalist system itself,

1 2 <l
The osive Em.h of the Ferinist
ety has had a profound impact
on the curent radi tion, not only
dding another sector of militants to
struggle, but also by amtacking the
| mainstay of capitalism - the nuclear
family. Women are now demanding the
ssential dignity and worth that has been
d them through the entire period

This movement has had diverse efects
the left. The Maoists were the first
reject it, and it wam't long before
the women in this grouping rebelled
‘against the chauvinist attitudes towards

; and the Communist Party of
Australia (CPA) still has divided views
‘on this question,

The two main arguments the Healyites
use to defend their anti-Women's
Liberation line are:
1) The basic division in society is bet-
ween the capitalist class and the work-
L::g class: consequently, struggles against
er forms of ssion like sexual and
naticnal oppression must be subordinated
1o the struggle between the 2 major
classes ,
2) The root of the special appression of
women is in their role as exploited
workers,

0 (SLL) has
without exception the most hostile
1toward the Women's Liberation Move-
- ment. s flauntingly, chauvinist
at their meetings, and ridiculing any
 mention of women's needs, this sectarian
udacity to masquerade
T&g 7

to the women's
movement, oppressed mationalities, %
st ot

Aon etc. are co;l;i‘ehe!y alien to the
Jllnllingi of and the principled
positions of revolutionary socialists,

No revolutionary Marxist caters to the
 miost backward elements of the working
‘elass, Trotsky was quite clear on this
t; even pointing out the role of bad
| e in the struggle of the working
1ass, Quate: "And could one create
y by day, if only by little bits, a new .
e based on mutua) consideration, on
TEspect, on the real e uality of
en, upon as fellow workers,
1 the efficient care of the children .
In an atm polsoned with the roar-
ringing, and resounding
and slaves, that
| Tes ?: aneiaad stops
Itngg against bad
age }'\:t :oi;i‘: E;;\:fﬁm!lum}
Y as against filth
and vermin is a condition D?physical
- ."(The Ag;ntg:‘emanent Revol-
o Isaae
E 301, 302) 2" ¥

In answering the first argument: Marxists
see no contradiction between men and
women fighting the bosses and women
workers fighting for their demands as
women, There is no contradiction bet-
ween being a revolutionary and a femin-
ist; they complement each other, Nation-
al and women's Oppression are just a5
"real" as the oppression of workers as
workers even though sexual oppression

lines, We favour all o
of society - workers,
ites and women -

'PPressed sections
Oppressed nations]-
Organising themselye;

of advancing women's liberation bec.
duse
Women know best how they are Oppressed
4§ women and have the most 1o gain
fighting that Oppression, Howe
the liberation of Women will o
achieved by the overthrow of capitalise
society and the building of 5 clagsless
sochlis_t society, and thus wWomen's
liberation is Very much a clags question

Ver,

A Trotsky
utscher, P,

re always in
any chauvinist
g 5 L oppress women socle there i
S he foebont of fostering ' sl should be s

the ruling

- Marxism& Femir

Cneeds a

Y excluded,

An Answer to "Left’ Opponents of
Women’s Liberation Movement

toward the Chinege, It 15

make them u.ndautandug
ican state 1s not their state
do not have to be the
state. , . .,
who say:
when W
them against our Americyn
those are revo]utimi.m; 1

ence In them, " (New Y
lishers, 1967, Page l?.;'k

mes be won over o
n somet LR Oppregst;:n.
ruling-class by
B rﬁ:ei within

lasses ca

_;:nin actions ag’;lnstu
weaken

t?kihealg:rnnuge of differe!

that class.

clear position on the
Lg:fiut:a;:bﬁel;y women as womeﬂ‘n,
nhlch stands in sharp contrast tcaf 1(1: ”
0 roach of the SLL today. The following
nﬁgre from Lenin signifies this:
ﬂmt is why it is right fu;r]usttuw]::‘:m
e to 1
![?hr;;alf ncul‘)?:ar:‘?o;‘ir:’ilon: that we believe  chauyinism aniei e
1 character, or even in the ary workers defend bt
in the eterna of the rule of the bourgeoisie for liberation, just a5 ik
long dmau;te It is not an attempt to right of black penbic h)
and Ul":h' sm‘_,;l by reforms and to divert  ation, Instead of e
them from the path of revolutionary he Woments LipebL 08l
em le, It is not that or any other reform- understand the im b
::Tﬁnéle Our demands are practical struggle and the famct i
conclusions which we have drawn from oppressed, the responsi
the burning need, the shameful humiliat-  pyc on the male workers and
ion of women in bourgeois society, def- bureancEty T thg]
enseless and without rights, We demon- o women., Women orgay
strate thereby that we racogalie theie | eutly o gHE Ut FIN
\ most effectively conyinga
them, That is the kind o
% unity Marxists are for,

The spirit of the Passage 3 :

The second argument of the

against women's liberation,
see the special oppression of
that only of "exploited w

pletely leaves out the Oppr
acter of the family, This si
from the fact that they do

Marxist analysis of the role
ily, or the oppression of wi
it, or in society. ‘

The Socialist Labour League thi
abortion, contraception,
etc, are reformist and petit-|
and try to justify this position
""that working class women a
ressed in this way, and bes
like having big familjes"
the fact that it is working clas
who suffer at the hands of ba
abortionists, and are often forc:
bear child after child, The cample
irresponsibility of thess
questions can only be deser
working class, 4l

and" of the humiliation
of the woman, the privilege of the man,
That we hate, yes, hate everything, and
will abolish everything which tortures
and oppresses the woman worker, the
house-wife, the peasant woman, the
wife of the petty trader, yes, and in
many cases the women of the possessing
classes, The rights and social regulations
which we demand for women from bour-
geols society show that we understand
the position and interests of women and
will have consideration for them under
the proletarian dictatorship,”

This is a si Hic::u'
position held by 1
on the question gf‘hgﬁ
pointed out in " r
Private Property and the State®
family grew out of the nee
society, asa pillar of the
of private property and the
ation of human beings over

"Must I again swear to you, or let you SRR
swear, that the mggleys R Pren beings. This is still the fw
ands for women must be bound up with character of the family, +
the object of seizin er, of establish-

ing proletarian dicgtl::ﬁ;. That is The family Is above all an g
our Alpha and Omega at the present unit, where each Inclyic
tme. That is clear, quite clear, But responsible for such tasks
the women of the working-class will clothing, educating the ed
not feel irresistibly driven into sharing ~  caring for the sick and 3
our struggles for the state power If we whom are useful ta cap um
only and always put forward that one they are non-productives for
demand, though it were with the trum- is forced to look out on!ym
Pets of Jericho, No, No! The women interests in cﬂmpc!iﬁ"”hﬁ
must be made conscious of the political  ilies. Because having ¢ 2
connection between our demands and the existing t’.-uqﬁy‘ e for
their own sufferlng, needs, and wishes," years of domestic drudy:ia’l
{Lenin in "The Woman Question" very rich women, the - g‘
New York : Intemationa] Publishers to control their bodies & hen
1951, pages 90, 91 and 92.) % to make decisions about Wis
whether to bear children 54
right denied by CaPi“u’z'
this, women are mhle]im !
ions which affect their child-cit
forced, through lack of i -
facilities or ‘.\dmi“ﬂm mndl
to be economically depe

These people are worried tha
endent struggle for Women!
could create "disunity" in
class, For their Informatio
class is already disunited,
has fostered divisions not o
men and wom

tan indep-
s Liberation
the working
n the working
Capitalism
nly between
en, but between black

husbands or families, it
Tnd wl_;iu:, between the more and the the government will n?l I.i
€8s privileged, between religlous groups  cost or free childcare fac

true that g mass scale is precisely becs

ome men opp-
;‘e Women's demands because they hstc would help to break d@ 'nﬂyw
=€R Baught to consider women inferior patriarchal, nuclear fm;niﬂ
:}l‘ﬁ don't agree with our demands, In en remain in the homeé
case

unpaid work, The familyP

Ellé task of c'ondidmil:iz an

the young, It piiavi g €

in the perpetuation g

or postpone Wealth is passed down tfﬂlﬁﬂf
\!

Your strugg] 1 g : - the
rccduc_nfg_c until the male workers are generations through

Unlike working-class €

In this conng ow i children of the ru]ing;l:" g
Tstakyis ‘::_lﬁicltuldﬂntlt is r;-lc\-.nu torecall  of every cccéogill\é;:"leam t0
: % £ racial chauvin- idvantage,
m.lm d:iuﬂg.Am“Tiﬁ-in Workers, l;lll}.‘“ the U-‘-Pl%)‘t""lwc a5d au;::'i!
51::;‘ .a:(:j s[—flﬁn Treul—a!' on Black Nation- relations which exist ll\ﬁl e sel
S .e{-Demmunntic—u“, Trotsky ind develop, L]‘lEl"lSF cl d
o ind competitive traits o @
.59 -i?f the Amerjc i workers arg in this system. They 1eails
ey 515, In relation to the Negroes 7
€Y are hangmen gngq they are o also CONTINUED ON PAGE




