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BY STEVE PAINTER

ants in the antiwar m-:n.fment
hsve been confused by the _N-:lrlh Vietnam-
ese government's nine polal peace Ph;i'f
Ignoring the enormous pressure -.-:hj-_r !1 as
L} been brought to bear on the North ":-n:t-
i I pamese by the massive U.S, bombing
& raids and Kissinger's and Nixon's d!.]:"IOTE]-
atic dealings with Moscow and Pc[—ur.g,_
these elements have seized on LI-.F peace
plan as a panacea which they think will
bring a quick end 1o the war.
What these elements fail to understand is
| the present stage of the war and the
forces motivating United States policy
in the area at this time, The United
States is moving steadily toward defeat
in Indochina and the U, S, government
realises this, It is moving toward defeat
because it has been forced to substant-
jally cut its troop commitiment and is
onwilling to risk further mass upsurges
in the U, S, by putting massive numbers
| of ground troops back into Viemam. It
' has attempted to save the situation by
; WViemamising” the war and intensifying
' its bombing of the North in order to
take pressure off the South Vietmamese
puppet troops, But the U.S. govern-
ment knows that its present strategy is
doomed to failure because of the
weakness of the Saigon regime. The

Thieu regime has no mass support and
cannot stand up for long under sustained

pressure from Hanol,
Because of their recognition of the weak-
ness of their position the United States is
attempting to pegotate its way out of its
difficulties, just as the French did before
them in 1954, Then, the imperialist
forces in Indochina stood on brink of
defeat, they saved the day for themselves
by negotiating the Geneva agreements,
which the North Vietnamese agreed to
sign under great pressure from the bureau-
cracies in Moscow and Peldng, The Geneva
agreements gave the imperialist forces
breathing space which they used to consol-
idate a puppet regime in the South. Later
the U, S, wed maintenance of this regime
as their pretext for direct intervention in
the area,
Now, just as in 1954, the imperialist
forces are attempting to negotiate their
way out of an untenable military position.
are using the same tactics as they
used in 1954 - pressure from Moscow and
Peking to force an agreement on Hanoi,
Kissinger's and Nixon's visits to Moscow and
Peking prepared the way for this set up,

While the right of the Vietnamese forces to
manoeuvre diplomatically must be recog-
nised, the antiwar forces in this country
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. call’ for is not immediate and unconditional
withdrawal of the United States from Indo-

-~ china - itis a compromise position which

- ~ the Vietnamese have been forced to put

forward under pressure, The only basis for

a lasting settlement of the war remains

complete and unconditional withdrawal of

allu, S. forces, war materiel and aid to

the Thieu regime, This is what the anti-

War movement must continue to demand,
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. Despite the ravings of the ca italist press
- the war is not over, thebum’gingnfﬂnnl;

- The antiwar movement must attem to
o nukg this clear to large numbers people
it must demonstrate to the United Starer
; ~ Eovernment and their allies in this country
Ve that their cynical manoeuyres fool only
5 the gullible, On November 18 international
- actions against the war are planned, These
actions must demonstrate to the imperial-
ists that no more sellouts of the Vietnamese

; le (such
: ﬁﬁpbelt:imat:m one at Geneva in 1954)
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: ' 3 | d, They must point out tha
M an unconditional withdran:I by the ;

. U.5. can end the war,
- PREPARATIONS FOR NOV, 18

- Although some elements in the antiwar
L gm:unt have been confused by the
vk test turn of events in Vietnam,
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must also recognise that what the nine points -
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SYDNEY, In Sydney th. ;lssocl::l'jnr:lifir
Internationa l] C decr perati D}i‘_:_ ;h n.:lﬁl;jllcf::1 rI‘IG i
ot has called two plcKeLs, s
:Tr:f demand that the ", S. h.[gEDP}J::(
Settlement on Dcmli:w.rigil " f;:;t.};mmr:{,-
in Oct, 27), the oLner 3
ﬁf& Ef'it;?[ {3;' the S-{:ur_h Vietmamese Lm:_*o;n
Tran Kim Phuong and to ".:_Ir.w.-' ;]rt-:int;u_‘
to the Thieu regime's continuing :.:5 c
tion of the Vietnam peace IsircthmL n‘t
and to demand that the United but‘e_
immediately conclude the Jgn:n:n‘u.pt. .
and withdraw its forces [rom lndoth_I}J i
(AICD Press Bulletin Nov, 1). The 1;131'(
picket on Monday October 30 drew abou

150 people,

esday October 31 at a meeting of
El; j’:ﬁtf‘::'-l.di Action Cealition ;].]C'[lg
debate took place on the meaning of
the nine point programme, During the
debate, members of the Communist

. of Australia (CPA), Worker Student

Party i
: nd the Commumist
Alliance (W3A) a coalition

League (CL) maintained that l..ﬁi.‘
should support pickets and actions leaainy, *
up to November 18 around the slgan
iForce Nixon to Sign Now". A motion 1o
that effect, was eventually passed. Only
the Socialist Workers League and the
Socialist Youth Alliance opposed the
adoption of the "Force Nixon to Sign"
slogan, pointing out that the only basis
for a lasting settlement in Vietnam must
be the total and unconditonal withdrawal
of the United States presence in the area,
It was pointed out that the nine points do
not demand unconditional withdrawal andyj
that they provide far possible substitution
of an international "peace keeping" force
for U,S, troops, What the euphemism
"peace keeping force" really means is
that imperialism will be permitted to
maintain its presence in Vietnam, but
not in the form of U, S, Troops. .
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2‘11;216;:1:11 ;':UME?‘), (a Maoist rm:’n. ?rgﬂm
{gation which has not held a g.:n:]_rl:r s
meeting for a }'c.}rf was ;I”lec,h }
people, On the following Eaiur-.'h} \
another small march was l'mla.i, . IL‘)
for both marches was "Sign Now". On
Tuesday November 7 further action iu .!
planned in the form of a rally follm:-:fd .
by a meeting in the Town Hall ti..‘r de cide
what action, if any, will take place on
November 18,

At 2 meeting called by the CFA, the
é;r;lzjlgwfli; Peace irj: Vietnam [L’_:F‘h.-'],
SWL and SYA on October 19, Maoists
stacked the meeting and refused to agree
that the meeting even had the right to
discuss action on November 18 which had
shortly before been called for by the Mel-
bourne conference of antiwar organisations
and activists, The meeting h:;-;d t{a}earf :
ecifically to discuss the decisions
g?lzl?f ;]‘i—zlbnmne ‘{'Zonfer ence. The Mao-
ists demanded that all antiwar activities
be conducted through the VMC, which
most of the antiwar forces in Adelaide
walked out of a year ago because of its
domination by the ultra-left Maoists,

Prior to the October 13

| meeting the VMC sent a

- circular to its members

» and contacts calling the
4, meeting an "SYA meet-

 ing" and stating that
because"diverging views"

W were put forward at the

! Melbourne Conference,

no action to organise for

November 1B should be

taken until after

a mass meeting
Py of antiwar

Salby, Allen Westwood,
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demand what the Maoists wanted

forces had been held Yo dete
the questions relating to the f
the antiwar movement!, Thh
a few weeks before Nwe.mha :
have effectdvely &abutaggd ar )
for November 18, which

By

1

Was exq o

f
success of the April 22 antﬂ:::ri" he

which was organised b -

forces, The Maolsts JE:ZEQM‘Eﬁ ]
embarrassed on April 22 Whe:eglr iR
attempted to lead the march lhq ot
confrontation with the police hh‘._ Iﬁ
that the majority of the ma“h‘“hﬂ;ﬁ,
their call by simply marchin I rejeen;
as they sat on the road, Ththp:"t_
determined that no tenden uﬁhﬁ
their own will be permitteqd t:ﬂm%
a gainst the Vietnam war in ﬁd:;ltﬂk p

BRISBANE, Brisbane is
where no section of the
put forward the

the only e
EBﬂWQ :
"Sign Now! de:,i"“"-
publicly, In response to the ni e
"agreement" between the Dlwu

and the U, S, two pickets were 'he“ g
side the U, S, Consulate on o o
The pickets were organised by an ‘“f
group of .antiwar activists, by

At lunchtime a picket comprising 3,
60 people gathered outside the ] ;h
Consulate in Queen Street, A dei :
of Trade Unionists from the Sgam;ﬁh
Union presented itself to Consulats

Officials and expressed th timeny
the picket, g A

Between 4,30 and 6p,m, a
30 people assembled at the Cﬂmxh:za
continued the picketing, There wer

no incidents at either picket but the
infamous Queensland Police Force atteadad
in numbers exceeding those of the pick-
eters and surveyed the area very M
with the aid of a walkie-talkie network,

A leaflet was handed out to pa
explaining the nature of picket and the
issues behind the so-called ceasefire

agreement, Its most pertinent section
explained, ‘

"While the negotiating position of the

Vietnamese Liberation forces at the Paris

Peace Talks appear to antiwar forces
around the world as being one that is
emanating from the people of Vietnim,
we should remember that the Vietnamese
believe their position offers enough
concessions to convince the U, S, to
withdraw its forces, We must remember
that the Vietnamese are forced intc this
position because they are under attack
from the mightiest military power in the
world today, The Vietnamese have
every right to decide what concessions
they will or will not make to end the
the destruction of their country, The
forces for peace here, however must
continue to demand that - ALL U, S,
FORCES GET OUT OF INDOCHINA NOW,
THAT THERE BE AN END TO AUSTRAUAY
COMPLICITY IN THE WAR."

MELBOURNE, In response to the anss
cement of the nine point pl't'-igl"-‘lllllllfﬁﬁ
Committee for International Cooperati®
and Disarmament (CICD) staged an all
day picket outside the U.S, Consulates
The picket cunsimi:éik at times I::‘fm 8
30 le, The et was a E
HSI;':EW“ denﬂl'.:lnd. Since that ﬁﬂdﬂ
the Melbourne VMC has met and ded
that the "Sign Now" demand 1s im
and that work for November 18 dmu
continue around the original de 7

S

o

CANBERRA, A picket of 40 peoplt;
staged outside the U, S, Embassy. By
demand was "Sign Now". Prtpnum
are proceedings for November lﬂ.I
October 23 the Canberra branch @

ALP voted overwhelmingly to e.ndi:lﬂﬂu
the Melbourne antiwar conferences =y
for action on November 18, Tllﬁdﬂ’“
approved by the meeting Wers:
1) Immediate and unconditional o
drawal of all foreign troops and 18

from Indochina, _ﬁ '
2) An end to Australian cﬂmpudq"h
Naﬂaﬂl

the Indochina war.

3) Immediate repeal of the

Seryice Act, .
HOBART. A meeting to F'"""'t't""'"r ’ﬁ
the war will be held in Frankln qu .
starting at 1, p.m, on Nﬂ"'ﬂmbuth; -
The meeting has been called by dosal
Tasmanian Association for lntﬂm;I@' ;
Cooperation and Disarmament
and the Peace Actlon Coalition
The TAICD has indicated ti?ﬂtt’; o
limit its work for the meet "
ing its membership that it will eke M
This is the position adopted by 1 gl
AICD in relation to the Noyembeses L;'?'
in that city, TAICD has effectt .
rejected the decisions made at the
ourne Conference,

QUEENS'-AND

While union leaders carry on secret

ks with representatives of Queensland

Alumina Ltd, and Kaiser Engineers and

Constructors who sacked 1200 workers

on October 18 (see "Direct Action"

No. 29), the government and the press

have stepped up their hysterical attacks

on the workers, The Brisbane "Courier-

Mail" reported on October 28 that the

{ndustrial Affairs Minister (Mr. Campbell)

said, "it appeared a small group of
rsons at Gladstone was wing intim-

idatory tactics against other employees®

Just what these "intimidatory tactics"
were was not mentioned. However,
this accusation dovetailed neatly with
earlier reports prominently featured in
the Freas that 19'5 sticks of E"E’ﬂltﬂ and
30 detonators had been "stolen" from
two magazines, accompanied by the
speculation that explosives might be
used for retaliatory bombings. This
theme has been developed from an
garlier incident in which it was sug-
gested that gelignite stolen at Glad-
stone was used to blow down a 60 foot
pﬂ'ﬁ‘l'-r P}flﬂn on St&ptember 26. The
blast caused the alumina plant to scale
down production and the Brisbane
nTelegraph” of September 27 reported
that police believed the "power sabo-
tage could have been the work of some-
one with a grudge, possibly against the
alumina plant, "

An interesting question arises: if the
gelignite was stolen by wcrrk:erﬁ for the
purpose of sabotage on the first occas-
sion, why was security so bad that
thefts could occur a second time,
especially at a time of increasing
industrial unrest? Very convenient too,
is the fact that the thieves and/or sabo-
teurs of the first incident have not yet
been apprehended,

Developing the conspiracy theme fur-
ther, Mr. Lane (Lib. Merthyr) "refer-
red in Parliament to a report that a
group of Trotskyites or revolutionary
socialists was operating at the Glad-

s ph bl Sl i e pe ket
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stone alumina refinery construc

iact,] and neither lhewuniunl Im::-rmrﬂ G
mployers seemed to have a

of them, " (Courler-Mail, Duc?-tc?!?;ﬂl

Here we have the oft repeated sug S

ﬁsﬂon that industrial unrest is caused by
conspirators" and a subtle appeal to

the union leadership to assist the

employers in weeding out militant

workers. We can be certain that one of

the conditions for a work restart demand-

ed by the employers will be a black-
listing of militants, Any attempt at

victimisation must be vigourously fought.

The example set by the employers at
Gladstone has hee?fuliﬂweé, :1?3 nntl:er
Queensland construction site. The 225
workers at the Greenvale nickel treat-
ment plant being built at Yabula, 15
miles north-west of Townsville, were
dismissed on October 28, They were
employed by Ralph M. Parsons Co., the
main contractor at the site. The men
went on strike on October 24 in support
-_:tf demands for on-site dccommodation,
increased severence pay and highe: disa-
bility allowances. On October 26 they
voted unanimously to remain on strike
indefinitely,

As with the Gladstone construction site,
the Greenvale site has been the scene of

NSW TEACHERS UNDER ATTACK

BY STEVE PAINTER

On Tuesday October 31 mass meetings
attended by well over half of the mem-
bership of the 30, 000 strong NSW Teach-
ers' Federation voted to stage a one day
stoppage on Thursday November 9 unless
the NSW Public Service Board (which con-
trols teachers' salaries) agreed to reopen
negotiations for salary increases without
imposing conditions, The decision to
stop work resulted from acceptance by the
mass meetings of a Teachers' Federation
executive recommendation that such
action be taken, The executive was
forced to recommend strike action be-

considerable industrial turmoil due to
poor wages and conditions at a remote
site, The company claims that 25% of
available working time has been lost
through stoppages.
Attempts have been made in the Glad-
stone dispute to channel all of the
workers' militancy into secret negotia-
tions between employers and union
leaders. The talks have so far failed
and could only serve to demoralise the
rank and file workers since they are
being held on the terms of the com-
pany which is unlikely to give In to the
workers' demands - the world market
for alumina is oversupplied and the
company has no desperate need for
another plant at the moment., As the
union leaders began their negotiations
with the employers, the sacked workers
were already leaving Gladstone in search
of work. According to accommodation
proprietors, 300 men had moved out
with their families by October 23 and
the Courier-Mail reported that only 300
of the 1200 sacked men attended a mass
meeting on that day.

Meanwhile, at Greenvale, four sub-
commifttees under the control of the site
committee have been set up to control
"finance, foraging, hire-purchase and

cause of attempts by the Public Service
Board to link the pay negotiations with
the gquestion of working conditions.

On September 18th, the Public Service
Board had broken off the pay negotiations
in an attempt to bludgeon the Teachers'
Federation into withdrawing its directive
to members that teachers should refuse to
take classes for absent teachers, This
directive was necessary because the Ed-
ucation Department had consistently
failed to supply relieving teachers to
take over duties of absent teachers,
nsisting instead that other teachers should
ill the gaps by accepting beavier work
loads. The Public Service Board made it

VIC POWER WORKERS STRIKE

BY ANDREW JAMIESON _

On Thursday November 2 two thousand
members of the Federated Engine Drivers
and Firemen's Association (FEDFA)
employed by the Victorian State Elect-
ricity Commission (SEC) struck in the

La Trobe Valley, The strike was called
because of the refusal of the Victorian
government to grant FEDFA members in
its employment a $3 per week wage

rise which had already been granted to
FEDFA members employed by private
industry, Ten thousand other state
government employees, including tram-
way and railway workers struck in sol-
ldarity with the FEDFA demands,

A stoppage by Tasmanian FEDFA employ-
ees of the state government will take
place around November B-9, unless the
Tasmanian government also agrees to

the wage rise,

The FEDFA members have been forced
o take strike action because of a
deliberate policy by the Vicrorian gov-
ermnment of holding down wages while
allowing prices to spiral unchecked.
This policy ensures an erosion of the
real living conditions of the workers
involved masquerading as an attempt
by the government to control inflation,

Workers in the La Trobe Valley have
been subjected to a continuous offensive
almed at driving down their conditions
during the course of this year, This
offensive has been the cause of consid-
erable unrest and several massive strikes
in the area. The biggest strikes to date
have been by the Municipal Officer's
Association and the SEC workers. Con-
Struction workers at the Yallourn W
pPower station have also been in the fore-
front of the fight against the employer's
offensive, Both the SEC workers and the
T'ul]famu W workers attempted to con-
front the issue of redundancies by call-
Ing for work sharing through the intro-
duction of a shorter working week, The
Yallourn W workers took a step further

by refusing to work more than a thirty-
Iive hour week, Aga result ever 1,000
WEere & ed apd many have been forced
10 leave the La Trobe Valley while others
are being refused dole payments by the
BOvernment, even though they are

Une g ed and legally eligible for

PayTx

The FEI ike was not, as the Vic-

torian government attempted 10 main-
tain "a gun held to Victorians' heads by
a small group of pelitically motivated
unionists who were disregarding the loss
in wages to fellow workers and the incon-
venience to the community" (statement
attributed to Victorian Employers Feder-
ation Secretary I.O, Spicer in the
nAustralian” 3,11, 72). It was the

latest in a long series of struggles by the
workers in the La Trobe Valley to main-
tain their standards of living against the
offensive of the employers - led by _r.he
state govermment. Unemployment in
parts of the La Trobe Valley is among
the highest in Australia - up to 6% of

the workforce. Many of the unemployed
are workers who were attracted to the
area by the government's promise of "a
new Ruhr", expectingstable employ-
ment and rising standards of living they
entered into hire purchase commitments
and ran up debts which, now that they
are unemployed remove the possibility
of moving to another area.
haye been forced to leave their famil-

ies to take employment on mining or

-
'lh:.-l'
Lo

NA.ME..----
ADDRESS. o w0 == s = =

" =
“..‘.*|'1|lll|

" Send to 139 St Johns Rd.

Some workers

SPECIAL SUBSCRIPTION OFFER 15 FOR $1

[ enclose $1,00 for 15 issues of DIRECT ACTION

T W R . W,
.*.t.‘..l.

= & B B 82 W

, Glebe, NSW 2037,

construction jobs in remote areas such
as Bougainville,

A meeting of 400 of the striking FEDFA
members held in Yallourn on November
2 yoted to take further strike action if
the Victorian government refused to
grant theé wage increase, The Tasman-
ian FEDFA members are projecting an
indefinite stoppage if their demands are
not met.
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Fﬂt:gﬂndz", When it was insisted that
sacked job delegates from the Greenvale
site be present at negotiations between
the company and union officials, to

have been held on October 31, the com-
pany called off the talks,

The way forward for the workers in
these struggles is not to rely on secret
negotiations between union leaders and
the employers, but rather to develop
rank and file involvement through
elected site committees which should
demand direct negotlations and should
seek to publicise and broaden the
struggle by appealing for solidarity
actions. Throughout the dispute at
Gladstone the completed sections of
the alumina plant have continued to
operate. Since an effective way to
fight the employers is to attack their
profits, there should be an active cam-
paign to close down the plant in s0l-
idarity with the sacked construction
workers. Furthermore, the struggles

should be carried into the political arena
with the site committees dema nding
that their unions force the Labor Party

to take up the sackings as an election

Issue and actively oppose the actions of
the employers and the slanders of their
government

a condition for resumption of t
the pay question that the directive should be
withdrawn, In effect this condition
amounted to a demand by the Board tha

teachers accept the status q

relinguish all P rtod I

against erosion of their conditions,

The decision to refuse to take

was forced on the T rs' |

the refusal by the NSW government

1 long period of time to ful

sibilitHes in the field of {11 i1

government has cut back 18 a

for education spending in thi

bodget to 33, 39 '

ment for 1971-72

means that $30 million less 15 a -

for education spending this year, In ad-

dition the allocaton for 5 ' i

vate schools has been raised Irom %1

£30 last year, to £l in £23 thi \

rize of 20F: In handouts to :'ﬂ!-'x_‘.lhi'l: priy il ] L .
¢ged schools,  These cutbacks for stat 4
education spending show that the govern- 1
ment is attempting to cut costs in a 1
sectors of its state education expenditure, "
particularly teachers' wages and conditious, '
The Board's pay offer to the tead hers prior i -
to September 18 was for a 64%% to 12%

increase which did not even keep pace

with the 1295-14% rate of inflation over

the past year, The Board is committed to ko)

an attack on the conditions of teachers, .

attempting to force longer hours and

lower pay on them, Government spokes-

men have done all in their power to con-

ceal this attack, attempting to label the ‘

teachers' resort to strike action as irres- ‘
nsible. Prior to the strike Education

Minister Willis issued a "plea' to teachers,

urging them not to vote for strike action ;

he said: ".,.I believe a moderate view ,

which will be truly reflective of the

attitude of the majority of teachers will

prevail”, After the note Willis claimed

that because it was not "moderate" it did

not represent the will of the majority of

teachers and that because accreditation of

the teachers who voted was impossible,

"amy off duty communist" could haye

walked in and voted. He did not mention

what off duty Liberal Party and DLP mem-

bers would have been doing.

The offer which the Board made to the
teachers prior to September 18, besides 1
offering pay increases which did not even : £
keep pace with inflation, sought an under- 18
taking from the Teachers' Federation not
to take direct action over conditions for
the two year period of the agreement,
This savage attack by the government on
the conditions of the teachers is a continu=-
ation of its attempts to hold down the
militancy of teachers which is increasing
as a result of the crisis of overcrowding,
understaffing and inadequate financing
confronting education in this state. The
government is seeking through forcing the
Federation into strike action, to take ad-
vantage of the feelings of some teachers
that they have a responsibility to students
which prevents them from striking, and
then to create a polarisation in the ranks
of the teachers which will weaken the

teachers' organisation.

The Teachers' Federation has stood firm
igainst the government's attack, It must
-ontinue to do so; no other course will M
win the massive changes which are nec-
essary in the NSW education system,
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hear the equal pay case in conjunction
with the national wage case.
yers and government wanted the cases
heard together and the ACTU agreed
because they had originally wanted the
national wage case (filed in August) to
be heard before the equal pay case
(filed in July). It would have been
better if the equal pay case could have
been heard first as it will now, inall
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a minor part of the annual wage case
and get caught up in the conflicts
between the employers and unions over
issues such as the cost of living adjust-

ments.
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The equal pay principle adopted by the
{ Arbitration Commission in 1969 was
illogical and completely unsatisfactory.
The 1969 Arbitration Commission
adopted the principle that women should
receive the same pay as men if they did
- the same work, This means that women
could still be denied equal pay through
a neat system of classification, This
decision was obviously designed to aid
the bosses, not the women workers.
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The ACTU has lawiched 3 equal pay
claims before the commission - two
for women airline clerks and one for
women 4n the footwear industry, If
these claims are granted other unions
are expected to regard it as a test case
and apply for a flow-on to other indust-
ries. The ACTU has estimated that
about B0 of women employees did not
recéive equal pay with men. In June
1947 married women comprised 3.4%
of the Australian work force. In May
this year they formed 19.6%. In
launching his claims the ACTU advo-
cate, Ralph Willis, stressed that
- today, throughout the world women are
becoming increasingly dissatisfied with
their traditional role of being depend-
-ent on men and that nowhere was this

e A e s g R e A
4 .0 I -

p—

 BY DEBRA ROOKE

~ On Monday the 23rd October an equal
~ pay rally of about 300 women workers
- was held next to the Trades Hall in

T N S T

omen members of unions affiliated

th the Queensland Trades and Labour

acil were asked to strike for 24 hours

‘support of both the ACTU and Queens-

ad Trades and Labowr Council claims

~ for equal pay - one rate for the job and
- Digher wages where women dominate

dustry went on a 24 howr st 5

day. The meat unions c:fl?;agf X
year has included several 24 hoyr

"PPages, a rally of 500 women in

test outside Parliament House .

ﬁg Women have often been the
s And most poorly union-

on of the worldorce, due to

traditiona wl:mlﬁw and becawse

.. work the hqmg was con-
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2 oo i, Wher yom sl L 5 sy
:uld g:; i LR today. .
nEer, F‘Intt‘:t Mel Quota’ Should be So far.
IRECT creditors,  Sydn $750
' :ﬁ? I;lchiy ACTION needs -ﬁ::ielg}rd& ﬁgg $680 $598
and supporters, Bu y : ":H-;ll;bem $ 65 3§ s4 2 t?E
'm““,‘;“-m“““‘“mmm s Gen::l $_45 $ 37 i g
= 24

It was imfortunate that the full bench of
the Arbitration Commission decided to

The emplo-  Other barriers to them

likelihood, be relegated to a position as

omen Strike

in the
becoming more obvious than
workfarcg. He added "There ha;_been
an extraordinarily rapid increase 1%
the percentage of married women in
the total workdforce in recent years.
, apart from
uequal pay, include unequal opport-
unity".
The Federal Government is ccntin‘ui ng
to prove that it has absolutely no inten-
tion of helping women, in fact just the
opposite. The Federal Government will
oppose the ACTU attempt to win equal
pay for women, Cabinet has decided to
present an alternative scheme to the
commission,

The government, true to form, has been
keeping its plan secret because of the
dangerous political repercussions of the
equal pay issue! However it is under-
stood that it will oppose the principle

of equal pay for all women whatever the
job and it will ask that any scheme be
phased in over a period of at least five
years.

' Three women's organizations have been
granted leave fo intervene in this years
equal pay case - the Equal Pay Comm-
ittee representing the Women's Libera-
tion Movement;, the Union of Australian
Women and the National Council of
Women., These three womens organis-
ations presented their submissions to the
commission, on Friday November 3rd.
Sylvie Shaw representing the women's
liberation movement, Joan Curl-
ewis the union of Awstralian Women
and Shirley Horne the National
Council of Women.

Concern over the issue of equal pay was
evident in the large number of women
that packed out the commission court

and provided speakers with moral sup-
port. As each of the women finished
their submissions there was loud clapping.
Sylvie Shaw argued that all workers

doing jobs of comparable value should

be paid equally regardless of their sex;
that pay should be proportionate to

sidered secondary and less important,
Women are now demanding the same
rate for the job and denying that they
should receive lower wages because

they often do less physically demanding
work,

This change can be seen in the way
women meatworkers reacted to the

call to sul:lp work earlier in the year,
Almost all of the women meat workers
in Brisbane attended a rally in the
Trades Hall with contingents marching
through the city both before and after
the rally camrying placards that demand-
ed "Fair Play - Equal Pay", The

spirit and enthusiasm of the women were
unfortunately dissipated by the union
officials who channelled the demands
of the women into the arena of the
company office where the union bur-
eaucrats could play on the "reasonable-
ness” of the' bosses' representatives.,

Any "results" obtained there are usually
tied to penalty agreements, The
demands of women meatworkers for
equal pay and child-care centres can
only be forcefully carried out and won |
whey those women have an immediate
sdy in the actions that the union takes
Women wuf:icen must begin to realise '
that there is no-one else who can feel
their real needs as women, as workers
and as human beings, Consequently
they must form rank and file commit-
tees :l;at €an put pressure on the con-
servative leadership of the unions so

that their demands a
ST ey ré not fobbed off

Women are denied e
qual bec:
they are regarded in this sliﬁet;calsm

So, if you're a socialist and belleyve in

GIVE TO THE DIRECT ACT}

efficlency. She pointed out that women
were being forced to subsidize the pro-
fits of industry that use cheap female
labour and went on to explain that

one of the implications of paying
women lowér wages was that both men
and women regarded women as being

inferior,

In putting forward her submission Joan
Curlewis included the fact that the
manual dexterity of women was just
as essential to society and industry as
the muscular abilities of men, She
also pointed out that retail firms made
huge profits at the expense of low paid
women. Female rates ke concluded
should be deleted from awards and
replaced by a scale based on current
male rates in comparable jobs.

In the last submission made by Shirley
Horne, the fact that more women Were
entering the work force and that more
women were becoming career-conscious
was emphasized. She felt that although
it may have been justified to pay women
lower wages in the past this was no longer
so. Women are becoming more inde-
pendent and more important to the work-
force and were entitled to just consider-
ation in regard to wages,

The Nationmal Council of Women is a
conservative grouping consisting mainly
of professional or self-employed women.
They initially supported the discrimin-
atory 1969 equal pay decision until
dissatisfaction from rank and file
unionists forced them ipto a prudent
review of their position.

As part of the women's liberation move-
ment the equal pay committee is

taking a militant stand on womens rights
to equal pay. They are demanding that
one rate of pay be established for each
job and be paid to all workers peforming
this job. It points out that for this to be
done’ it isn't enought to win an equal min-
ymum Wwage for men and women and

is calling for a national work value

Queensland

second class citizens, inferior both in
their capacity to work and socially,

Is there any case where a man has been
paid a lower wage because he is not

as strong or not as intelligent as another
man? :

Women workers are also raising demands
on the employers for child-care centres
paid maternity leave without loss of
seniority and for higher wages.

Already the ALP leadership has stated
that they will introduce eé:ual pay if
they are elected in December, While
the winning of these demands would
ease the lot of working women, is it
simply economic discrimination that
women are subjected to? Increasing
numbers of women throughout society
are guestioning the role that they are
conditioned to play. Women are not
given equal pay, abortion on demand
and child-minding services on a low
cost, mass scale precisely because it
would help to break down the existin
patriarchal nuclear family which is gne
basis of this society. The family per-
forms tasks uwseful to this society, such as

the conditioning and socializing of the
young,

Work for women is made very unattract-
lve, Becawse they are relegated to the
job of child bearing and minding this
mneans they have to find suitable means
of child care while they are at work,
This service 1s usually expensive and
inadequate and doesn't seem worth while
when this amount comes out of the pay
packet, Jobs that are available for i
women are in the lower income bracket
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enquiry to prevent employe
men's work/women's work cate
(which the 1969 principle eneq
to cheat women perfmm{ugg I
to men out of a just wage,

The womens liberation moye "I
also putting a case to the COh;n;:ul I!l

for paid parental (rather than ma
leave without loss of continuity ' al)
status and entitlements, Job = Y

There is not ex{ncted to be any & Rg

fon in the equa ca e
after the De:cmh?::?rele:ii::l t"“*h&
The issue of equal pay is an issue of fid
tremendous importance to workin &
women. 1.5 million women “qu st
they comprise 38% of the tota] "0;“1
force, quite a large proportion g
refuse to pay a just wage to on the
grounds of their sex,

The upsurge in the women's 1;

movement has served as an h-;bH;Em
the struggles of working women ;Mh
must continue to do so

Women just because of the whole
cess of socialisation that bourgeois
society uses to condition them, oftay
accept their inferior position ang it
implications such as unequal pay
Indicative of this is the fact that

- 4070 of women belong to their tnions.
This reflects on the unions memseln';
and suggests that they should undertake
a vigorous campaign to educate Womeg
and encourage them to join thejr
The women's liberation movement 35
well must encourage women to take 3
active role in their unions and coll.
ectively fight for their job rights,

Working women, inspired by the
itancy of the femi.nitrtufp :unscgoum;ﬂ.
that is growing out of the womens
hbe'mti?n movement,will be capable
of fighting against the super-exploit-
ation that they experience under cap-
italism as both women and workers and
will take an active and leading role in
the struggle for socialism.

It is not enough to rely on arbitration
-.;ﬂone, it is essential that women unite
in 'cal.]‘.ecﬁm mass actions around their
unions and in the ALP to push for these |
demands, :

and wsually are mind numbing tasks:
where men are doing the same work they
get more, In times of economic crisls,
women are usually the first to lose their
jobs, serving as a reserve labour force
for the capitalist system,

Many women are raising demands which
strike at capitalist society from many
angles, Already the demands for control
over one's body have mobilised many
women, The demand for child care
centres Is basic to freeing women from
domestic slavery, Demands for social-
ization of laundry, meal services and
house cleaning by the provision-of low
cost, high quality restaurants, and
laundries, and by organizing house
cleaning on an industrial basis are further
demands which create alternativeswhich
are superior to the present system whe®
women are individually burdened with
these tasks. Women would then be i
to engage in whatever form of work
suited their needs and abilities bests

Women workers as they become more
conscious through their struggles will
add powerful forces to the struggles of the
working class against unemplmenﬂﬂ
inflation, contributing to a raising of
political consciousness about these 188

The ALP has stated its support for ﬂl“l
Pay, low cost child care facilities, end-
ing discrimination against women in
educational and work spheres and 8¢

Up community clinics for pre and post
natal care and contraceptive care,

Women can only walt to see whether
Labor will, in fact, fulfill its promises
on the question of childcare and eqie
pay and continue to press for all these
rights both within and outside the AMS

It will require the pressure of an 111‘!‘1""'

cent women's movement to }-{EI‘.‘F the

from backtracking on its election

and to force it lt"-.idu‘-pl a radical a
F:T_ﬂh':ra.s.aiu-_- ittitude towards womens
Women comprise a la rge section of

AT 1-i . .
wWOorking class, on whose support and

allegiance the ALP depends, If Labor is

Lo r".-HI”'J' gerve the interests of Lhe CM
Il ¢ L‘-:I}::n'_-. G [.,'p]'.:,:;.,‘_-n[‘ ,;nd I-{(‘.‘EP itF
Support, it must relate to the ueedi-"’
women., Women must insist that union
ddopt their demands as their own,

will be an integral part of the fight £0
t"""‘*”'-'-"f_ﬂ- the unions into instruments
revolutionary struggle, fighting for

interast 01 lFL '-'-'l_-'l!';ilig -..'l.f'.ISS as 4 “Thgl'l 3
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Prisoners

gy ALBAN JOHNSON.

As the current wave of radicalisation con
tinues in the ca pitalist world, it deepens
and broadens.and reaches out to ever-
increasing layers of society. There is no
layer too oppressed, too denigrated as
an outcast by capitalist society to stand
up, to assert their humanity, And prison-
ers as one of the most oppressed layers
are standing up and are struggling for
their rights as people,

This prison revolt has taken on a world-
wide dimension, The United States, ?
Frapce, Canada, Britain, the Phillipines
to mention just a few, have all seen
recent examples of prisoner action, Now,
in Australia, prisoners are going through
a similar period of radicalisation, as
they take up the struggle for basic human

rights.

In Tasmania, the Risdon Gaol near Hoban
erupted at 6 am on Monday, October 23rd.
The revolt began in A Division, which
held about 35 of the 275 prisoners in the

: Sma!;he.d window at .Risdnn Gaol

o

BY GREG ADAMSON

Students in six capital cities already
plan to attend the national secondary
student activists' conference to be held
in Sydney on January 19-22 (oot Jan-
uary 12-14 as reported in DIRECT
ACTION No, 29),

As well as projecting a plan of action for
Australian schools in 1973, discussion

on organisational procedure and the

BY JOHN COMPTON
Government ministers recently contra-
dicted one another (a not unusual
occurrence ) over the availability of
jobs for school, university and CAE
leavers, While the Minister for Labor
and National Service, Mr. Lynch was
"confident” that this year's 200, 000
school leavers could be absorbed into
the work force, the Minister for
Education and Science, Mr, Fraser
warned that university and college
" graduates would have trouble finding
fuitable jobs, Given the already high
unemployment situation it is most
unlikely that school leavers any more
than college graduates will be able to
find work,

The whole question of unemployment for
youth coming out of the education system
Is reaching a critical stage and affects

all layers, Graduates totalled 15,000

in 1571, and are an increasdng section

of those seeking work each year. The
Progressive integration of intellectual
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gaol., Within ten minutes three othe
divisions — C,D, and E— had jo{nr.drin
and an hour later B Division also em:i

in the most stormy oc
A T Y Occurrence in the gaol's

Prisoners vented their frustrations and hate
for their conditions by smashing cell win-
dows (glass 1 inch thick), breaking various
wooden "furnishings”, and setting alight
some bedding and clothing, Extra

guards were called to the gaol add at 11am
police armed with tear gas arrived - how-
ever it was not used at this juncture,
Prison authorities moved into the cells
and removed everything except mattresses
and one or two blanketseach, Every
prisoner was stripped and searched, and
left dressed only in singlet and underpants,

The revolt continued in the evening from
about 6 p.m. to 9.30p.m, when it began
to die down. It was reported in the
Launceston Examiner that "heating swit-
ched off at the prison on October 1, will
not be turned on", Tuesday saw 2 few
isolated incidents and on 'r‘yednnsday- the
authorities used tear gas to "subdue"” some
of the more active inmates,

What were the causes of the revolt -

were the prisohers fighting for their rights,
or were they just led on by a “ratbag
rabble™ as the Controller of Prisons (D.
Homibrook) believed? The answer lies in
the fact that over one half, 150 out of
273, of the prison population revolted. Of
the eight divisions, five took part - so the
revolt was widely based, The authorities
reaction showed that they acknowledged
this fact too -the way they stripped and
searched every prisoner and the way they
kept every prisoner from divisions A-E
locked up from Monday to Thursday amply
confirms this, In some instances, prisoners
were forced to sleep on matresses still
wet from the efforts of the authorities to
put out the fires,

It is not hard to see why the prisoners
revolted. Bad conditions, petty restric-
tions, drab swroundings - all contribute
to the discontent. Prisoners also are not
permitted to read newspapers, and any
magazines they want must be censored
first. The divisions have to compete for
the "privilege" of being able to watch the
three television sets, The medical assis-
tance is bad: "Ronald Joseph Frost (27),
of Deloraine, said he ... had practically
been refused medical treatment. Frost
said he was an asthmatic, but had not *
been able to get a doctor. "Douglas
James O'Brien (26) of Queenstown said ...
nothing had been done abdut injuries he
received in a car accident before being
arrested. He said his ribs and chest bone
were fractured” ("Examiner” 2,11,72),
Another asthmatic had had his inhaler
taken from him.

The prisoners also revolted because of the
low pay, 5 to 12 cents per day. It's no
wonder that the prisoners are revolting -
they simply desire rights as human beings,
and not to be treated as animals,

S.Conference

effectiveness of particular activities

will give each state a better idea of how
to proceed in the coming year.

Posters for each state advertising the
conference are being printed in Sydney.
For details about these, or for any further
information relating to the conference
please contact the NSW Education
Action Group ¢/- Dennis Gnmyé

57 Kenneth Street, Longueville, 066,

labor into the workforce is here exem-~
plified by a common fate - umemploy-
ment is a product of employer cut-
i uth inst the Vietnmam
The revolt of youth aga
war, against an oppressive education
ystem nndmn&zrimm:humamd
the political background for a broad
movement against the ecopomic con-
ditions which increasingly face all Em:-
tors of workers. The demand for j
for all as a basic right has Gx‘plmg Pe
force under present conditions,
has made a rhetorical committment to
nfull employment”. Only a mass u:l:;-
paign able to mobilize a workers :ll::
anywhere in the direction of achlev-
ing aim. A labor Gwemmi:: must
be elected as the alternative to U P

reactionary Li

ition, :“;?'”1; ALP to combat unemploy-
is

adopte unlikely to be a major
et % for school-

DEMONSTRATION IN PARIS OVER

ABORTION TRIAL

On October 11, several hundred demon-
strators gathered near the Opera in Paris
to protest the trial of Marie-Claire "X"
on charges of having violated France's
reactionary laws on abortion. They
dh‘u'ibuteaylﬂ.ﬂeu reading:

"Like 1 million other women each year
Marie-Claire had to go through the
tragedy of anp illegal abortion because
she did not have 2,000 or even 3,000
francs (about $600) for an easy
abortion in a clinic in London or Geneva,
or Paris itself, because she had no sex
education, and at seventeen it is very
difficult to get contraceptives from a
doctor ...."

However, this demonstration of public
solidarity did not meet with the appro-
val of the authorities, At approximately
6.45 p.m. the demonstration was
attacked by several dozen mobile guards,
in helmets and armed with clubs. The
cops fell on everyone in the vicinity who
looked like a protestor, kmocking to the
ground and clubbing them indiscrimin-

ately. Even the capitalist press expressed Reform Association, Mr Neil Johnson was |

disapproval, in their editorials, of the
tactics employed by the cops "on peace-
ful and marmeddemonstrators”,

Why should the case of Marie-Claire "X"
suddenly make headlines in a country
that convicts between 500 and 600
women for abortion every year without
headlines and editorials in the capitalist
press? Undoubtedly it was because of
the efforts by the French Abortion Group
"Cholisir" (Choice). They tock up the
case of Marie-Claire "X" as part of
their campaign to change the laws.

As the proceedings went on behind
closed doors in the juvenile couwsrt
supporters from Cheisir and MLF (French
Women's Liberation Movement) chanted
"No trial for Marie-Claire”. "We have
all aborted, judge us". "Free and legal
abortion, contraception”. "Switerland
and England for the poor”. As a result
Marie-Claire "X" was acquitted.

The supporters of abortion rights plan
another public protest in Bobigny on
November 8 when Marie-Claire's
mother and two friends will be tried
for complicity.

Last year a poll indicated that 557 of
the public in France favour legal
abortion if a woman does not want her
{future child, Another 877 considered
it to be a decision between man and
woman, Nevertheless, abortion legis-
lation has not been relaxed and the
strict control and limitation of the
sale and distribution of contraceptives
especlally to minors, results in the
factthat only 6% of French women use

the pill,

ALP INDULGENT TO ANTIABORTION
CANDIDATE

In a recent contribution to a local
internal ALP publication "Labor News-
letter” entitled "Abortion and Votes",
Jim Staples attempted to convince
‘Labor Party members that the right of
women to medically safe abortions was a
yote-catching issue, This contribution
caused much alarm in ALP ranks as the
abortion issue is taboo at election time.
(See DIRECT ACTION No 29)

Meanwhile, in the ACT, Professor Arthur

Buns, a right wing Presbyterian minister
(descri as a socialist)
announced that he would run as an ALP

candidate against the endorsed ALP can-

ary position, If Bumns is permitted to
stand, it will be an interesting test of
whether Labor Party supporters in the
ACT do, in fact support the right of
women to abortion. :

DO -IT-YOURSELF DIVORCE ¢

The Divorce Law Reform Association

recently reported that they are issuing ‘8
more than 6,000 "do it yourself" divorce !
kits each month, which enable people to ;
obtain a divorce for only £30, These
kits are enabling many people to get
divorces who would otherwise have not
been able to afiord the $450 minimum
cost for a lawyer in an uncontested suit.
Present divorce figures stand at 13,000
annually in Australia and this is expected
to rise to around 30, 000 next year with
the introduction of the new kits.

The kits supply information on the
Matrimonial Causes Act and contain the
necessary forms which the petitioner
must file with the court. ' 1)

A spokesman for the NSW Divorce Law

recently quoted in "The Australian" as
saying that "70% of inquiries for the kits oy 4
in New South Wales come from women",

"Many are deserted wives with three or
four kids, who live in an impoverished
state”-he said, "They can't get 3
orce, they tell us, because it costs them a4
£500 - so they can't remarry".

1 diy-

¢
These easily available divorces will 5
doubtless cause some consternation with- @ R,
in the church and amongst other advoc- A
ates of the sanctity of marriage and the )
family in our society. The increasing ;
.divorce rate is evidence of the growing
dissatisfaction of people with the trad-
itional ideal of marriage "for berter
or for worse" - a partnership to which
people are bound for life, regardless of
whether they even like one another,

The effect of the exorbitant legal costs
involved in gaining a divorce without
the help of a kit or similar advice, 1s to
discriminate against the broad masses of
working people to whom $500 or more 1is
no trifle, and particularly to discrim-
inate against women, who are ire-
quently deserted and supporting
children, or have no independent
incomeof their own.

WONAAC SPONSORS ABORTION
HEARINGS

More than 500 women and men attended
the "New York Abortion Hearings" spon-
sored in New York City October 20-21
by the local chapter of the Women's
National Abortion Coalition (WONAAC).
The hearings were part of the prepara-
tion for the International Tribunal on
Abortion, Contraception, and Forced
Sterilization to be held in New York
next March 9-11,

i

ANTI ABORTION MOTION PASSED
OVERWHELMINGLY

On October 31 approximately fifty
women marched in a funeral procession
to NSW Parliament House with a coffin
symbolising the women who have died
through childbirth and illegal abortions,
The march was to draw attention to
the issue which was being discussed
further in Parliament d the resum-
ption of discussion of J. Cameron's
motion in the House on October 3 to
the effect that "this House disassociate
itself from the actions of those seeking
to legitamise abortions on request .. ."

didate Kep precisely because he
disagreed with Enderby's position on Women ﬁthmd outside Parliament
abortion. He: piously describes abortion House w le a vote was taken inside on
as "unjustifiable cide". Cameron's motion, The vote was
taken on voices and on attempts by
The ALP has thus far taken no disciplin- Cameron to have those voting a
action a Burns for his decision ied, was refused. It is beli
to stand a the endorsed candidate — that only e Petersen (Labor
no doubt becawse unofficial ALP policy  [lawama) voted against the
on abortion corresponds to Bumi' reaction- possibly one other. o
- i in A 8 R e L =t )
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pledging an end to Australia's complicirty.
But, (and this is the big "But" if you were
in the position of the Indochinese people),
it recognises that the U, S, and even
Australia under a Labor government have
the right to negotiate a settlement Twith
the Geneva participants or the United
Nations or any other agency established
for the purpose of rehabilitating and
neutralising Indochina”, Which they
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BY JAMIE DOUGHNEY

On November 18 the antiwar movement
in Austra lia will take to the streets once
again to demand that the United States
get out of Indochina and that Australia’s
complicity in the war is ended. The
demonstrations will be held just 12 days
before the Federal elections and in an
atmosphere that will be conducive to
itical thought, . :
Egil;?::ﬂlhe c:fsefire negotiations and the not those bc—lliger;mts guilty of a 55”?{“‘”
massive bombing escalation by the U.5., such as the United States an.d Australia —
point to the fact that this is still an issue  has the right to "neutra lise' Ind_eclup:l
of vital importance :nd that the demands and meddle in the internal affairs of
of the antiwar movement sheuld be fought those countries by obstructing their total
for on the streets and by the ALP in its self-determination. Would the ALF recog-
election campaign. nise the right of the "Geneva participants
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This the ALP is committed to do by its
gonference resolutions adopted in 1967,
1569 and recently in 1971. They call
for an end to the war and Australia's par-
ticipation in il, immediate repeal of the
National Service Act and support for the
antiwar movement and its activities, Yet
Iike s0 many ALP policies, these only go
50 far, remaining within the accepted

4 bounds of "moderation” laid down by
observance of the intemational status quo,
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- There were times, however, when Labor
_ § didn't even have the present policy of
“§ opposition to the war and cven found the
bombing of the North "unexceptional®,
§ After 1966 the policy of support for the
] wir was reversed, in a sense testifying to
the pressure that is able to be exerted on
‘the ALP leadership from its mass base,
In this case the left of the party and the
‘more militant unions were quick to leap
Ip in arms over U, S, aggression in Indo-
hing, in Victoria particularly playing
an important rﬁge in the formation of the
‘Moratorium Campaign and its subsequent

o i P
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and the U, N, " to "neutralise Australia"?
Never!

g o e 2

e ¥

.

Morat If we cast our minds back 18 years ago to
|| Suceess in mobilising large numbers of the Geneva conference on Ingcchina gﬁre
people, will recognise precisely the same sort of
1 concept as formulated in the 1971 poli
;ﬂme the formation of this present policy resolution, It was the 1954 Genewpﬂ o
§ Labor has stood in sharp contrast to the settlement that was responsible for allow-
iberals, It was the Liberals who tied ing the establishment of a U, §. puppet
uih l.hehmds of ruling class loy-alry_, dictatorship in Saigon and the eventual
revw Australia into the impénal_m War in  precipitation of the present blood-bath.
ndochina his i_le'.l_ f.:qntiﬂa::e Lo remain deeply Such a settlement as inherent in the ALP
piyed, .“P:'E H"ithdm'fﬂl of policy is so wide open as to clear the way
: %i ustralia remains for the U. S, to maintain its domination
T F]lﬂ cate, 5 continued support for of South Vietnam and the Indochinese
~ § U.S5. policies, the retention of advisors sub-continent
£ Jin Vietnam, and the supply of political, 3
- gn_ﬂila;r__and economic aid to the Thieu
L‘m l’:;l ;eg_imﬂ, In fact, the role
] acq ustralia of political
dor the United States is mpghanged?mp

s the responsibility of the Labor Party,
d on the working-class of this
10 extricate Awtralia from this (7

s attack on the workers

asants of Indochina, "End A ust-
()

i R g e P
ki ke B

The only way peace will be achieved is
for the United States and its allies to get
out completely, with no strings such as

"neutrality” attached. Nothing short of
total self-determination will suffice and

- a::bmplich?“ ::; demand of the
moyement that Labor should

L immediately, The parliamentary

which has often shown in practice

Pe msity for "moderation” must not

B ’ a1l
Recent events in Indo- damn well don't. No country — especially

Labor’s Stand
on Yietnam,
Conscription -

described by Jim Mcllroy in ¢
issue of DIRECT ACTION,

the ALP should recognise it, ha Mﬂl}riﬂ !
On the question of conscription, the ALP
quite commendably guarantees to repeal
the National Service Act. (For this reason
alone thousands of young people are inside and outside the Labar Party bit
earnestly hoping for a Labor victory). particularly in the Parliamemﬁw ].H
From the 1971 resolution again: ship, Whitlam and Holding JDiﬂEdthé"-'x"
erals in roundly condemning the motion, »

"The hullabaleo which resulted clearhy
exposed the reformists and the hy &

"24 Nartional Service Act
 a) A Labor Government will repeal the

Yet another clue to the sort of re
present National $ervice Act and annul

foreign policy to beﬁxpectedim;::ﬁ%
its penal consequences, Whitlam-led cabinet was provided b Iﬂf
b] A Labor Government will grant full C]r_l“u.}]lgu to the Liberal Eﬂk’ﬂﬂlmcntl 5
repatriation and rehabilitation benefits demand that the Soviet Union ‘.'fithdmn
to all national servicemen, and sympath- military support of North Vietnam N
etically investigate the possibility of com- This, in the face of the E"—‘"“Cidﬂ.U S.
ensating those who have suffered penal policy of mass bombings which haye
rained more than three times the weight
of bombs over Indochina than the U S
dropped in the whole of World ‘n'lr’arilh
Whitlam's stand only encourages the
press which, leaming nothing from the last
eight years' struggle of the antiwar
movement, returns to the "aggression
Irom the north" thesis which has been
thoroughly refuted so nany times before
The Viemamese are drawing nearet to ;
victory all the time, Any attempt to
block the liberation forces by negotiating
away their gains must be resolutely op-
posed, Only a complete withdrawal of
ALL U.S. woops, material, air and sea
power is acceptable, They are the only
dggressors — not the north Viemamese,

And secondly there is the case of Barmry

Johnston's candidature for the House of
consequences of the National Service Act, Representatives in the forthcoming elect-
c) Conference notes with approval the ions. Johnston, a draft resister, was
following decision of the Federal Executive specifically pointed out for 5up£}mt in the
:..stken on 17th June 1971: 1971 Federal Conference resolution on
That the Federal Executive declares-its conscription, However, support maybe OK
support of Victorian Australian Labor for a rank and file member of the party I
Party members, Barry Johnson and Tony who would be for all intents and purposes
Dalton, due to face court proceedings'."  underground, but when that person is thrust
into the limelight representing the paty
on the party's programme the support tends
to cool a little, Not one for placing him-
self at the mercy of the "Law and Order"
barons of the bourgeois press, Whitlam
indicated that he would like Johnston to
stand down, Leaying aside the question of
draft resistance, the actions of Whitlam
are a pointer to some things we can expect
from a Labor government.

However, both on this question and on the
whole question of the Vietnam war and
imperialist alliances, there is always the
danger that the right wing ALP leadership
will betray its supporters once in office,

To illustrate this from the experience of
the last year may be a useful indication
uf‘which way the parliamentary party
might operate. Firstly there was the re-
;ﬂo:jtmhg;;?ﬁultlm,v{lmur}g others, to the  Out of this flows that the ALP, if elected,
i m.rt of?r e Victorian SLat-:_ C_auncll should enact the positive side of its pro=
i fir i a Tc;-i_;mn_b'f the Socialist gramme without delay and during the
e pressing solidarity with the National pre-election campaign period publiciseif

iberation Front., The ensuing furore was vigorously, Further, the ALP should n%
StOp there but go on to demand of the
U, S, total withdrawal and un‘fqd"'m“?
push for the recognition of the self-dets
ermination of the Indochinese peoples
Ties should be promptly broken with the
dictatorial regimes in South-East Asid
such as Thieu and Lon Nol.

There is a contradiction here though,

to fwgﬂ‘it. But this is not
BN as there are imp t flaws in :
D> - formulated at the 1967, 1969 6
971 Conferences, The 1971 con.
ice resolution states:

. e _?;fﬂe?lc‘:s of opposition
R g L e War in Vi
: miw m}ﬂﬂﬂn in it etnam

recalls the resolutions of th
_-in{garﬂuf of international i
ey o W economic and socjgl
*l Indochina and the territorial

_ Cambodia, Laos

A ust or Government
d ready o work with the G:m::!
AEipants or the United Nations of any

ting and neutra lili.‘l:l-g?[ndn_

¥ dm is good in opposing the war and

e - : a4 contradiction not easily oyercomnie by

A% Albuquerque, Oct. 31 1970

the ALP brass, To achieve the demands
outlined above would mean a step toWa
ligning with the struggles for National
Liberation and other prngrussive SIT“EEI:"
yet the ALP will attempt to have it both
ways by re maining a signatory to SEATO,
ANZUS and other treaties with iml"edal'
ialists must explain that theress
vhich such a compromise can
without in some way siding
The whole werld
situation negates the dream
1 "neatral !ll;g_'iLE"; [11__}“{}-‘ when Pi“Ed
igainit each other ||:T.|11Cﬁ1}’ in OFPOSM
camps are the | ¢ of the Statls qﬂa:i'h
exploitation, and the progressive fc«r::?’
of the world as exemplified in IndoSHiSss

1511,
no wWay 1n
i " . i
(L ol L ITE

witl IMpErialism,

Those who carry '*:'J"}f“-‘- m will not stop its domination
a i : Ol the colonial world unless it is {ore&
Peace sign in one hand to. Awtrlis - 'h=_~.,-th1._nL5EATD- ANZUS

b and a bomb or g nd U,S, foreign policy means z'*.mu-t]ai
® . 15 T¢ '.-].l..!l. v 1L !:.:.- IR lnst e
rick in he oppressor agd
‘u - h '*:.H ﬂl'her E"'-B H‘ﬂ‘ "'Il_"ll Messed . "|.:-\ i..lj}-_{_-_ must P]JCE the d
P r- }'Pﬂcn!es Q,'[ our Hl‘l‘lﬂ T -!I1_|_«m_|1_5.-“ before the ALP 'Il.."..'ldl:l'ﬁhl'fh"n
. . the Australian wonlo To LIS]'I for @
' . : Peplc, P
Richard M. N“Un. politics of alignment with the people
e fighting for a better worldst @

lalist world.

BY DARRYL HILLGROVE

i"We bear heavy responsibility to assist
the people of the Territory to stand on
their own feet - to enjoy a measure of
prosperity, to control and ultimately to
take their place in the world as the
equals of the citizens of more advanced
countries". Thus spoke the ALP's
leader, Dr, Eyatt in 1958 (1), It
appears now that the ALP's blatant pat-
ernalism has mellowed somewhat and

vequalisation" (equal exploitation?) is

fast approaching.

The current ALP policy for Papua-New
Guinea was echoed by Whitlam during
his 14 day tour there in 1970-71, He
said that if elected Labor would immed-
jately grant self-government to PNG and
independence some 3 to 4 years later,
after.a number of provisos (2) had been
met, However Whitlam does not chall-
enge the complete foreign domination
of PNG's economy - the essential prob-
lem facing PNG,

Of course the Liberal Party, the voice

of Australian capitalism, has enabled
companies such as Conzinc Rio Tinto,
Bumns Philp, Carpenters, Steamships
Trading, ACI, various Australian bank-
ing corporations, etc, to plunder the
Territory. Correspondingly the Austra-
lain Administration under Barnes was one
of old-style colonialism complete with
the extensive influence of the 'whi‘te
expatriate plantation owners, huge wage
differentiations between black and white
workers, the church missions, etc. It is
interesting to note that during this period
the tightening of control in PNG was
directly related to the 1964 possibility
of victory of the revolutionary forces in
Vietnam which let to the huge military
intervention of the US supported by
Australia, Thus this "Big Stick" theory
of the Australian bourgeoisie was put in-
to brutal practice when the large and
defiant demonstrations broke out in

Bougainville and the Gazelle Peninsula.(3)

The Liberals, however, fearing the
revolutionary implications of extreme
repressive and racist policies, "purged"
the Bames administration and set up a
seemingly new one - Peacock, This
window dressing was exposed when the
Mataungan Association was severely
victimized with 18 Tolais being arrested
in Rabaul after the killing of local over-
lord, Jack Emmanuel, earlier this year.

Along with this reshuffle came McMahon's
withdrawal of support for the white expat-

riate United Party in favour of Michae
Somare's Pangu Pati, the representatives
of an emerging local petit-bourgeoisie
and protectors (in a more subtle way) of
imperialist exploitation. The outcome of
the recent elections was the setting up by
the Pangu Pati of a National Coalition
government with the United Party rele-
gated to the role of Opposition, (4)

Delaying PNG's independence comes easy

to the current Auwstralian government by
exploiting the ethnic differences between
the coastal people and the more politi-
t;]“‘]): conservative highlanders, Hence
the Liberals have given the Highlanders
the impression that all foreign "aid" will
cease come independence, So the high-
landers fear Whitlam's earlier self-deter-
mina tion plan. Democratic jingolsm
pProvides the rest for McMahon - the maj-

ority don't want independence so we won't
consider it until they do, While the High-
landers are attempting to decide, Somare,

although favouring the Japanese, protects
Australian big business - fait accompli.
The ALP has some interesting positions on
other vital issues for PNG, all related to
Independence,

OVERSEAS ECONOMIC DOMINATION

In regard to Fiji, another nation in the
grip of most of the Australian companies
that dominate PNG, the attitudes shown

by Whitlam are similar to the ALP's pol-
ICy concerning PNG commented the con-
servative Fiji Times in an editorial "Mr.
Whitlam's remarks seem to indicate that

he, as leader of the Labor P

happy to see Auwstralian m?eg;nrnlgld 5
Fiji continue” (5). Allied with this is the
pPlanned Australia - New Guinea Comm-
ission to be set up if Labor takes power,
While appearing to give a greater indig-
eneous share of the country's wealth lih
development commission intends to de lay
full expropriation of foreign business inter-
ests until after independence,

Within the ALP leadership there seems to be
some division over this protection of foreign

domination, A few months back Hayden,

Labor's proposed Minister for Social Welfare,

criticized the party policy on this issue but

things have quietened down now as election

time approacHes,

Niugini
Under a
Labor Govt.

AUSTRALIA'S DEFENSE INTERESTS

How far does Whitlam's plan for inde-
pendence actually go? Perhaps these
quotes from him can help - "Our first
and fundamental commitment is to our
own national security” and "Our second
commibtment 15 tO a secure, united and
friendly Papua New Guinea, This is
well within our power". (6). This pro-
posal is reflected in the ALP platform
on Defense - "This defense capability
must be 50 effective as to demonstrate
beyond all doubt Australia's intention
to defend herself and her vital interests,
(7). There is no doubt which region is
concerned here, As with the US and
its domination of Cuba, prior to the
revolution, Whitlam does not want a
hostile (perhaps socialist?) PNG with
market doors closed.

PNG - AUSTRALIA IMMIGRATION
AND RACISM

To their credit, the ALP leadership
has criticized the obvious racism
incorporated in the White Australia
Policy and the Liberals refused to
allow immigration to Australia of
people from PNG and Fiji. Ina
recent newspaper report it was stated
that "On the immigration question,
Mr. Whitlam in a T.V, interview
hinted that within the next 10 years
Australia would under a Labor Govern-
ment at any rate, enter into a mig-
ration agreement with an inde pendent
Papua New Guinea and Fiji. He said
that there would be a flow of migrants
between these countries”, (8) Unfor-
tunately this will come within the
next ten years and after independence,

Further more the ALP, after Whitlam's

1970-71 tour, has attacked the native
contract system and has called for
higher wages, land reform and greater
unionism, However this approach fails
to recognize the core of the problem -
capitalism's imperialist desires,

SECESSIONIST MOVEMENTS

The repressive policies of the Liberal
government through the PNG Admin-
istration has resulted in threatened

secessionist movements, i.e. the

Bougainvilleans, long suffering umder
Conzinc Rio Tinto exploitation of the
huge copper reserves, Ethnically and
geographically these people are Solo-
mon [slandérs and not New Guineans,

although seceding to the former is
unlikely,

Thus the role of the armed forces
particularly the Pacific Islands Reg-
iment, although relatdvely weak num-
erically, is crucial in gettling major
split-offs, Gorton, when Prime Min-
ister, saw the counter-insurgency role
of the P.I.R, as essential for backing
up the police force during confront-
ations and so after the massive Tolai

demonstrations of August 1970 a P, 1. R.

camp was set up in East New PBritain,
Established in #951, the P.I.R, al-

ready costs'Australia about $17 mil,
annually, (9).

Perhaps a future PNG government
with Auwstralian help, will join with
Indonesia in stabilising anti-comm-
unist regimes in their countries. On
April 16, 1968, Indonesian Foreign
Minister spoke at a Canberra press
conference. He told pressmen that
Australia and Indonesia were dis-
cussing bilateral "defense" arrange-
ments to cover the whole of New
Guinea, He said that they could
co-operate for such a purpose., "If
the threat is from cutside we can
oppose it together, If the threat is
from within we can co-operate to
wipe it out”, (10).

Neither Whitlam nor McMahon will
extend their economic aid after in-
dependence to a PNG with a success-
ful secessionist movement. As
Whitlam says in his contribution to
the Fablan book "Towards A New
Australia®, "Australian assistance
after independence will go to a
united Papua New Guinea only. We
will make and continue arrangements

Sydney

only with and through the elected
government of New Guinea",

Even on the question of referenda on
secession, as first raised in 1969 by
the Bougainvilleans, Whitlam and
McMahon are both umequivocally
against this measure, As Whitlam
states "No Auwstralian Government,
Liberal or Labor, would sponsor
sectional plebiscites to determine

the political future of a section", (11)

The exact reasons for the ALP's plan to
grant éarly independence are more far
sighted than those of the Liberals, This
is indicated by the following quote from
Whitlam "The longer independence is
delayed, the stronger separatism will
grow". (11) Thus the rationale - give
PNG relatively early independence
before regional split-offs occur or else
these ideas will develop further and go
beyond mere secessionism, horror of
horrors. , the splitting-off of PNG from
Australia,

The proposal in the ALP's platform then
logically follows - “"Labor will establish
a Pacific Islands Division within the
Department of Foreign Affairs to second
and support skilled personnel requested
by Papua - New Guinea and other islands
of the Pacific for their civil and armed
forces". (12) The police and the army
(the PIR?) will therefore be on hand to
quell secessionism with Australia's aid
before independence is granted.

In concluding, it is important to under-
stand Whitlam's statements on PNG and
independence as, if the ALP is elected
on December 2, he will dissolve the
Ministry of External Territories into

Foreign Affairs of which he will have the

portfolio, The ALP's policy toward
PNG is slightly more progressive than
that of the Liberal Party and should be
seen as such, However as Mataungan
leader John Kaputin says "An independ-
ent Papua-New Guinea would have to
consider expropriating Australian and
foreign enterprises unless there was a
change in Australian economic pol-
icies in the Territory'. (13). Hence
an ALP government, although pledging
itself to early independence, must granot
real self-determination for PNG free of
averseas business domination and Aust-
ralian defence interests.

(1) Federal Elections Policy Speech
delivered at the Asembly Hall,
Sydney, Oct. 15th, 1938,

(2) From "The Age" Japuary, 1971.
"Four important things would have to
be done before independence:

a) It would have to be ensured that the
New Guinea Army obeyed the House
of Asembly in the way that the Aust-
ralian army obeyed the Australian
parliament,

b) Ambassadors or high commissioners
would have to be appointed to Canb-
erra, New York, Jakarta, Tokyo and
probably Fiji.

c) A decision would have to be made
on banking systems and currency.

d) A decision would be made on Terr-
itory air services which were now in
Australian hands". Clearly, from
point (c) before establishing independ-
ence a program suited to Australia's
huge capital investment is envisaged
by Whitlam,

(3) See D.A. No,b6,

(4) See D,A. No, 23,

(3) Vie, Socialist Left's "Action",
No,22, April 21, 1972,

E]?;m*s "Post Courler”, Sept, 15,

a7z,

(7) "Labor's Way", Defence.

(8) Post Courier, Oct, 13, 1972,
(9) "The Internal Role of the PIR",
AUS Nuigini Newsletter,

T§e

(10) "The Last Domino? Papua New
Guinea and the Anti-War lgumw ol

by Alec Robertson, 7S
1) Post Courier, Se y 197

12) "Labor's Wa '
(13) Councll of N
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EY JAMIE DOUGHNEY

Chalirman Mao's "revolutionary dip-
lomatic line™ has been responsible for

- ot St -

3 2 number of things lately, among
e = which must be included the new r.lie:'n-
it > tele at the "Great Hall of the People
2 S in Peking, These days it seems to be

reserved solely for the heads of imper-
 ialist nations. These diplomatic
visits - importantly those of Nixon and
Tanaka - plus China's recognition by
the United Nations have thrnh'n_int‘o
the spotlight the question of China's
relations with the capitalist world.

What is certain is that the attitude of
{ imperialism has altered significantly
1 in the last year or so. Unable to
§ obtain a similar detante as achieved
by Moscow, the Chinese bureaucracy
was in the past subject to greater pres-
§ sure from imperialism despite its
licy of "peaceful co-existence”.
}:ﬁtﬂr, with Nixon requiring an
- I Indo-China settlement, hopefully with
| the aid of Peking, and the drives of
| inter-capitalist competition endeay-
|| owing 1o open up the vast resowces of
| the workers states for economic pene-
'} tration, this sitmtion was bound to
f| change. The negotiations and recog-
{ nitions began.

'|Arli o

.

=S

“J It is interesting to note that among the
| lirst foreign visitors to China (even

-} prior to Nixon) was Federal ALP

- | leader Gough Whitlam: exhibiting
|| the "sophisticated diplomatic states-

| manship" that ke would hope would

become one of the trademarks of a

| Labor Government, Whitlam's trip ta

J Peking was in some ways an ice-

T — s o

- breaker for that of Nixon. The ques-

| tion arises in 1: light of the atmos-
~ J phere created by the spate of 'ping-

0% | pong politics’; what has been 1'.11@.-”g

- Jeffect of China on Australian politics

J 2nd further what is, or should be, the
licy of the ALP 1o the Peoples

€public? Of course this entails the

-~ gmore general considerations of what

- Jshould be the foreign policy of Labor

~ Jin or out of government.

The successful Chinese revolution in
1949 and the establishment of a
‘workers state in the most populous
1 on earth has had a great
impact on the development of world
-Elﬂliiuumr ;he last two decades.
ellect on Awstralia has not been
thout significance either. ;

i could forget the fremzied "Yellow
" hysteria whipped up by the
and the Democratic (sic! )
Party during the 50's and 60's.
zndent with graphic red arrows,

ally designed by a local advert-
ney to illustrate the innate
onal force acting upon the

=;. pushing them further
r toward the vast untapped

stopping shart of using this-

anipwlation. Such campaigning had

of course. Firstly it was a

and economic domination of

‘l!vimnerhlinn (Australia
Witness the concept of

and the campaigo

ent here lﬂhmu‘l.

d as it is this type of MeCarthyite

11 be

P& China

_‘_#artningo-cma. Sec.
A served as a red-baiting argy -
with which o attack the Labous

hina exists on a non-capitalist {Uu.tfda-
gan, quotes such as the following by
Chou-En-Lai from the banquet with
Nixon in February are more the accep-
ted norm in diplomatic circles:

"We have be the long process of
remtmfing thep::ll between us (US and

China)., The times are advancing and
the world is changing. The geneill-al
trend is toward light not darkness"”.

Since the 1955 Federal Conference of
the ALP the party has had the policy a.‘:’
standing for recognition of the Peoples
Republic of China and its admission to
the United Nations, Prior to that the
policy had not been hostile in amyway
akin to the Liberals, but more so ambi-
valent. The policy as elaborated in
1955 has continued to this day to be the
guide to ALP foreign affairs in relation
to China. This is stated in a 1971
Federal Conference Resolution:
"Conference is gratified by the support
now given at home and abroad to the
ALP's policy established by the 1955
Conference as recognising the Peoples'
Republic of China and working for her
admission to the United Natichs, Con-
ference applauds the initiative of the
Federal Executive in seeking and arran-
ging a delegation to visit” China to g
discuss relations between the two coun-
tries".

Certainly this is correct as far as it goes,
The People's Republic of China should be
recognised as the sole government of
China, leaving no place to the reaction-
ary regime ofChiangKai-Shek in world
politics, and correctly the ALP recog-
nises this in its program. However,

brave as this policy may have been in the
face of the previows balance in the inter-
national relationship of forces it is now
fast becoming the norm in the changing
political climate, and further it incor-
porates the general objective of upholding
the status quo in the colonial world, In-
fact to look at the ALP policy and then to
examine that presently pursued by Nixon
it is not surprising to {ind that there are
more than a few similarities,

Nevertheless the ALP policy statement on
China and this, of course, must be seen
in the general context of ALP foreign
policy - is not one that allows for support

of the movements ol the oppressed leading

toward socialism, The ALP policy of
recognition and relations with China does
not go beyond, the bounds set by the
needs of Australia's international commit-
ments 10 the preservation of the imper-
ialist system. Any number of talks, trade
negotiations and cultural exchanges with
China will not change this until the ALP
makes a positive stand with the oppressed,
One obvious step would be to get out of
SEATO, ANZUS and other pacts that
enforce the control by foreign capitalists
of the underdeveloped countries of the
Asian area, In fact, by remaining in
these alliances, the ALP would be In

wtralian continent, these anti-comm. the contradictory position of being a
ISt erusaders set about fighting comm- party to agreements which in the %ung
in Aistralia and the Asian region, run threaten the very existence of China

and other workers states that are free

i ploy to red bait the ALP for from imperialist exploitation,

Yet it is the ALP, being based in the
working-class, which s In the position

which they could cover for the to actually break from the policy of

McMahon and his cohorts who have
unbreakable class ties with big business
and hence with the need to keep up the
pressure of capitalism on the colonial
world and the workers states. The ALP
has the responsibility to break decisively
with the foreign policy of big business
and to oppote it at the elections,

But the ALP with lts present opportunist

1[.| fir O i o bl Inierlhip is not willing to do this,

.

What socialists should do inside and out-

A
hmhn political side the Labor Farty is push for a Soc-

's Rep-
such as the defen

alist Foreign Policy: one that is o

to the continued :;plaitatlﬂn,- andP?:m'd
ce of those countries who have

overthrown capitalism and laid down

the economic pre-conditions for the

transition to Socialism, although they,

Although  like China may be b
lity of imperialism deformed ; 'ﬂrmymlaﬂﬁa:ncnr:lt;?tu}
a5 long as  made with a1 the workers states,

BY JIM McILROY

A recent article in the Financial Review

immediate problems of a severe econ-
omic recession necessitate the world-
wide tendency to oligopoly, to mergers,
and takeovers. The penetration of

(3.11,72) was headed: "Forelgn Invest- capital from overseas into Australian

ment S e~ the rétreat from reason
This view ex{:remd by the most prest-
igious journal of Australian business
represents one side in a develcrpin-glncom
flict within the Australian employ

clags., The writer s on to argue that
all the fuss about the evils of foreign
investment is right off the beam, and
that the real question is how to pursue
policies which enswe the mul::nimucrr]
of the net benefits of a capital inflow".
What this means, in simpler terms, is
how can foreign investment be used to
maximise the profit rates of Australian

capitalists,

The "foreign investment syndrome”
which is sweeping the country at present
is taking all before it, including sections
from 2IP parts of the political spectrum.
The question of foreign takeovers has
occupled an important place among the
catcheries of an election year, Leaders
of both the Liberal and the Labor Party
have seized on it in a demagogic way.
It is extremely vital that socialists
analyse the question correctly, audf:

on this basis, the Labor Party must be
strongly pressed to adopt an attitude
which is in the interests of Australian
workers, not one which represents a
fundamental attack on those interests.

Esseatially, the cry to protect Austra-
lian business against the operations of
foreign-owned companies is a back-
ward and national chauvinist one.
What it asserts, in effect, is that Aust-
ralian employers are preferable to
overseas ones, that somehow the
working people of Australia will be
better off being exploited by the home-
grown rather than foriegn variety of
capitalist, Actually, in either case,
workers are alienated and have the
fruits of their labour stolen from them,
for the benefit of a few,

The fact is that capitalism is a world
system. Auwtralia represents a small and
relatively weak part of that system, and
Australian industry, having developed
full only in recent times, based on a
domestic market and protected by high
tariff walls, is not capable of withstand-
ing competition from the giant multi-
national corporations. Many sectors are
inefficient or on a small-scale. They
are fair game for takeovers by larger or
more efficient business concerns whether
basically Australian owned (e.g. TNT)
or overseas owned (e.g. ITT), In the
world of bigbusiness, the big fish eat
the small ones. This Is the dynamic of
monopoly capitalism, The quest for
"growth" and for "greater productivity"
to offset the long-term trend towards

a falling rate of profit as well as the

Socialists Campaign for Lab
Meetingsi

The Soclalist Youth Alliance and the
Soclalist Workers League are campaign-
ing vigorously for a Labor victory on
December 2. We've boosted the press
run of DIRECT ACTION to meet the
heightened interest in radical ideas in
this pre-election period,

DIRECT ACTION, the central focus of
our campalgn, has met with a good
response among people looking to
Labor. For example, 120 copies were
sold at the Yallourn strike meetin of
400 people; a total of 200 were sold at
the various teachers' strike meetings in
the Sydoey area and 100 were sold at
Dunstan's election rally at Cronulla,

Broadsheets .

We have had about 45, 000 of t

DIRECT ACTION special tlce.::.:ii‘lu:?n
broadsheet printed for national distribyt-
lon, Ah-.:_'.ld',- many thousands have beep
been distributed with a very Interested
and receptive response, 1500 were

handed out at Hawke!
ey * N
mcﬁﬂng alﬂnt' recent UHS‘H

Further copies of this broads}

sheet
avallablre from 139 St Johns Rd, aanhbc
2037, NSW, Prices for bulk c-apl'cs: :

30 for $1,00 - .
$1.I:M|::-$ 00 - orders over 200, 100 for

Badges...

These badges are available
at 25¢ each, or 14c each
for orders over 10,

postage included,

industry s only part of an international
process, It cannot be tumed back
except throngh a fundamental break
with the world em of capital i, e,
through the establishment of an Aust-
ralian workers' government based

on a soclalised economic system

ander workers' control, independent of
world capitalizm,

How does the ALP, as the party of Aust-

ralian workers, see the quastion of foreign

investment and takeovers? As one might
expect, the leadership have taken the

Foreign
estm
and the

side of "national capital” and seek to
mrstlfy the real interests of the Aust-
ralian working people. The Platform of
the ALP states on this rather the inten-
tion to:

"Establish clear guidelines for overseas
investors for the benefit of these inves-
tors and of the Auwstralian commumity,
Overseas investment in Australia (is)

to be encouraged only where it intro-
duces new technology and expertise,
includes plans for Australian participa-
tion in the enterprise and/or otherwise
shows itself to be in Australia's national
interest",

Why should overseas (or domestic)
investors be beneficiaries of Labor policy?
What can this concept of "national
interest' represent other than the interest
of Australian employers? The ALP
leadership is once again the broker for
business interests, against the majority
of workers who look towards them for
solutions to their problems in this
society,

ALP leaders foster the illusion that the
Australian people have an interest in
defending the economic system of our
country agalinst foreign intrusion.
Speaking on the Government's recent
hastily concocked legislation on foreign
takeovers in the Scnate ALP Senator

had always been
% & .4 pow become
bl We have

A gi

of Investment fmgh foreign control
should be 4

E10T fﬂ'
encourd gemert o §m clpation
where it was of % lﬁtﬂe“,
and a naticnal coffes act,

This mixed bag d@dies is largely
based on a fale dds, Most of
the iw 3 Borm lpﬂﬂn
phernalia of 3 =s@ate in much of
the world todsy, §can remove
some blatant el serve to regu-

late business tn=ls on 2 national
scale, but they 2@y pose the basic
questions: Whe®#Who controls?
Who benefit?
What the propesese measures
by Labor refleca et the wniquely
reactionary s Liberal /Country
Party Go S regards such
measures af "ol The Liberals
are the world's &P believers in
laissez-falre, Tifalso deeply
divided intermBfvhich group of
Australian bosisss 10 Fapport at
any mm - CalC dimﬂ'l.'l: for
limits oa forei@ FVER" because
they lose ost, &8 ¥Bo ory out for
more foreign et Because their
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lives. The Gorton/McMahon fracas
had aspects of this dilemma about it,
Gorton is certainly no more *

sive", because he was more nation-
alist about foreign investment, How-
ever some sections of Australian
employers see the ALP as a real alter-
native mment because the present
leadership has clearly promised to
carry out more "efficlent” and
"modr.rni.lin%" reforms which suit
some of the biggest operators, The
ALP here tries to compete with the
Liberals to be more "nationalist" and
more protectionist, This is no solution
in any way to the problems of Aust-
ralian workers faced with rocketing
inflation and unemployment foisted

on them by Australian and overseas
employers,

Official ALP and ACTU leaders do
nothing to develop workers' consciou-
ness of their exploitation, whoever
the employer, Instead, as in the
recent Adelaide Gas Light Co, pipe-
line dispute over the giving of a con-
tract to a Japanese Company, they
foster nationalist illusions amongst
workers. A clear-sighted view of the
situation is given in a recent article
in Action (20,10, 72), the Victorian
Socialist Left newspaper, which states:
" s« Instead of making the workforce
aware of this increasing exploitation,
we have unionists giving the impress-
ion that they believe Australian wor-
kers must defend BHP, one of the
foremost exploiters of the pzople
union leaders are supposed to defend”,
The Socialist Left is one of the key
forces which is capable of showing
leadership to workers in a struggle
agninst, not in defence of the bosses,
Here as ona number of other questions
the SL has taken ive positions,
Building the SL and left forces in other
states is vital in the coming period if
all the aspirations for a better life
which are turning Australians towards
a Labor Government are not to be

frustrated or misdirectedby th
Eabor Leaders. et ol

The growing resentment against the
worsening conditions of life which big
business is creating for the workin
majority in this country must not
allowed to be diverted by whipping up
nationalist feelings against "foreign"”

companies, This can so easily become

hostility to "foreigners™ in general i, e,
the fellow workers of the world,

The fundamental basis of the transform-
ation of Australian society must be a
struggle in international solidarity with
the movements of workers and other
oppressed sectors in all lands, Any
reversion to Australian nationalism

in the labor movement can only be a
step backwards,

BY MILES STUART

A definitive history of the Austra

Labor Party's attitude to the Auh'l?lrm
Government's involvement (n the
Vietnam war has yet to be written, [ am
not about to embark on such a task. nor
do I expect that the following modast
effort could even form a sm portion
of it. The intention of this article is to
examine the period of the evolution of
the Federal ALP's policy on Vietnam
leading up to the 1966 general elections,
From s It may be possible to arrive
at a few conclusions as to how the ALP
left and right, together and apart,
functions with regard to the formulation
of major policy, and how it responds to
presure from the masses and the bourgeois

is on the sanctity of imperialist milita
treaties and ﬂ::? S reverence lﬁﬂwl?d.t
the United Nations by calling for the
Federal Parllamentary Labor Party "to
seek the Intervention of the United
Nations to secure a negotiated settlement
In South Vietmam®™, ,and expressing "the
belief that the Geneva Conference should

ing nations asked to re-subscribe and

honowr the agreements made at this
Conference,

The terms of the ALP's opposition to the
War were at a very pragmatic level, In-
dicating the unwillingness of the party to
challenge all the cold war myths of mil-
itary treaties with the United States and
the fight against communism. Those on
the left of the 7 were also inwitting
victims of the World Peace Congress
lowest-common-denominator peace strat-
egy which, like that of the Comm mist
Party of Australia, called for a retumn to
Geneva rather than for immediate with-
drawal of Awtralian troops.

The conflict in Vietnam and Indochina
has always been a war of national
liberation by the peoples of Indochina,
organised in the National Liberation
Front, against the military might of
French and then American Imperialiem,
Australia's military involvement has

always been of political importance more ance of the ALP's opposition to Australia's
than anything else. It gave the United involvement. It is in fact highly likely
States aggression an unwarranted credib—  that without the presence of large left
ity wing forces in the Victorian and Westem
Awtralian branches, and without the
There would be few Australian politicians, presence of Calwell as leader, the party
left or right, Labor or Liberal, who would might well haye acquiesced at the
disagree personally with the above des- committment altogether,
cription of the war. If the Liberal view
can be gereralised, it would be that the From this point on the terms of the ALP's
war of national liberation should be Opposition to the war were the subject of
stopped by amy means necessary. Some bitter debate between left and right,
in the ALP would agree with this strategy, Within the Federal Executive and Federal

abor’s Viet. Record

be asked to re-convene and the participat-

who was after power at any cost, was
prepared to go to great lengths to sabot-
age the ALP's hard won policies on state
aid and Vietmam, and he was to find
many opportunlties In the months to
come, Calwell, in resisting this offen-
tive, was not 50 much the Individ!
stalwart but more the representative of
the intransigent left wingers grouped
around Chamberlain in the Federal
Executive, They believed, more or
less, that power without socialist prin-
ciples was no power at all,

An independent antiwar movement began

tos g up across Australia, A section
of movement, most notably the
Vietnam Action Campaign in Sydney,
advanced the slogan of complete with-
drawal, and forced into bitter struggle
with the reformists and Stalinists who
were pushing the "return to Geneva"
line, Tentative coalitions began form-

ing, and left wing ALP parliamentarians

began to establish their standing in the

movement by speaking at antiwar rallies,
Dr. Jim Caimns from Melboome and Tom
But this is not to underestimate the import- Uren from Sydney, together with Cal-

well, swere the most prominent of these,

This trend found repercussions within
the ALP, and the public lines began to
be drawn. The right wingers were, of
course, nowhere to be seer
fighting rearguard actions within the
party decision-making bodies,
however retained the inidative through-
out this period, but appeared unable o
unwilling to use this initiative to am
worthwhile effect,

In March 1966 Harold Holt announced

-

and some more would agree on everything Conference the left was led by F.E. Cham- a0 Increase in the military commint-

but the any means clause.Others would  berlain from Western Australia, and
agree that the national liberation struggle included Hartley and Crawford from Vic-
should be allowed to proceed in the toria and Keeffe from Queensland, The
absence of any imperialist forces, For right was led by Oliver from NSW.

those in the ALP who agree that the
struggle should be allowed to proceed,
only a few in 1966 were of the view that
only the complete withdrawal of all
troops could guarantee independence for
the Vietmamese,

At the August 1965 Federal Conference
the right defeated a Victorian motion
that in part called "for withdrawal of all
foreign troops and bases from all count-
ries, opposes all military expeditions,
confrontations and interferences into the
internal affairs of countries, and supports
protagonists are, however, less relevant all m-u,:];gl-:s for self-determination and
than their public- utterances and their national independence”, The Victorian
behaviour in the councils of party policy. motion also proposed that a "conference,
Their willingness or otherwise to say what on lines similar to the conference beld in
they believe and their preparedness to Geneva in 1954 in relation to Vietnam,
show a political lead to the magses is of representatives of responsible nations
what we should examine.

The personal attitudes of the political

of the South Viemamese people, would

In April 1965 the Menzies Government be the best means of achieving” a
announced its decision to send the First "complete cessation of all hostilities in
Battalion of the Australian Regular Army South Vietnam". Oliver's amendment,
to Viemam. [n the House of Representa- which was carrjed, merely supported and
tives on 4 May 1965, the then Leader of applawded "the stand taken by the Fed-
the Parliamentary Labor Party, A.A.Cal- eral Labor Party...in accordance with
well, said "on behalfl of all my colleagues the pri.n'ciplf.l stated by the F::dem]_
of Her Majesty's Opposition, I say that Leader in the House of Representatives
we oppose the Government's decision to  on 4 May 1563,
send 800 men to fight in Vietmam. We

it firmly and completely”, and
he committed the ALP to "do our best to
have (the Government's) decision

reversed"”, :

1966 was an electon year, and the battle
between left and right b:?-m to reach
an unprecedented level of ferocity,
The Government was
ital out of the struggle within the ALP
however, qualified.
illﬂ"iii’th g?em; & elecm;e? and, no  Federal Party's policy was one of outright
doubt uﬁg;ﬁni the nationalistic attitude opposition to state aid. E.G.Whitlam,
of himself and his party, he promised the the Deputy Leader, gathered the pro-
soldiers that "we shall do our duty to the state aid forces around him in a
tmost in supporting you to do your duty, bid for power against Calwell, w
i‘n terms of everything that an army in retained the support of Chamberlain and
the field requires, we shall never deny the Victorians.
you the ald and support that it is your
ﬂgbttﬂﬂ]ﬂﬂmth service of your

country™.
At that time Calwell's solution to the

The fight came out into the open.
Whitlam levelled his famous "12 witless
L1
r;ml television, and té:.‘ left began
‘confll "We believe that America  screaming for his bead, ch new thrust
m&ﬁ';miﬁlmdlnd must not be  and parry filled the front pages of the
?::ud to withdraw. But we lumcaﬁ:inﬁd bourgeois press.
so0ner t=
r:: must ;:::lﬂndm dllplﬂ;ﬂ cowuncils Whitlam, always the pragmatist, saw a

" Labor vi at the polls support
of the United Nations", Nor did be rule “of state aid for independent schools and a

Australian presence in
ith a peace
:-,rmoihﬂ::k l';n.'lull mdm, nor attempt to counteract the j

lectorate, which was being press was doing a job for him,
wa swould support Australian participation :fh!thﬁ @wd:t" - Wﬂ:ﬁlm. good asi
n to remove Calwell from the lead- More patriotism: Tom Uren got su

in kee with the ership of the party.
mnlnﬂﬂhni]tbtradunl

at the Federal Executive on  On 25 March the Federal Conference
convened to hear charges of gross dis-
loyalty against Whitlam, He got a rep-
rimand the following day, and he

- more was to come, Calwell confronted
Whitlam in Caucus later in wmh;
mora "You will carry the brand of :
ouk the fassibilliy o th‘:?lemn? ?Igg::henmn line on Viemam. On Viemam his and unworthy conduct on your bn?l:‘
strategy was not to offend our great allies, forever,” \'Fhiﬂam
however. He merely had to wait. The

ed from the House for dolng hls blo
S kond' gt empias- Prgoation vems iclgles, Woltam,  CONFINID ONPMAGEMS

ment in Vietnam to 4, 500, including
the first conscripts, and all hell broke
loose, From this date on the dally press
was swamped by the Viemam issue.

Calwell, moving an amendment in the
House on 15 March, declared "the be-
nighted Holt Government is prepared to
send (conscripts) to Vietmam and any-
where else if by doing 5o it can curry
favour with intermational capitalism”,
His solution to the conflict took a new
turn: "Our view on the question of
intervention in Viemam is that we
should aim to convert an intervention
into a United Nations action to pacify
country, to neutralise it, and to

ensure that its people has freedom bf
involved, as well as proper representatives choice".

The sending of conscripts to the war
gave the ALP and Calwell a greater
political opportunity. As had happened

fifty years before, the nation became
divided on the issue of the use of con-
scripts for overseas service., In the
months before the electionin November
the issue became conscription rather
than Vietmam, although it was imposs-
ible to dissociate the two whenever any
debate got past the emotional stage,

Calwell challenged Holt to make con-
making great cap- scription the lssue for the Kooyong by-
elecdon April 1966, Holt accepted, and
on the state aid issue, At that time the the debate centred around the ALP's
alleged disinterest in ANZUS, SEATO,
and other imperialist oreaties, while
Calwell and Whitlam did the
cted prove that the ALP was as
the Liberal Party, The right wing NSW
ALP Executive
March it disowned the Sydney University
ALP Club for collecting funds for the
NLF.

utnost to
triotic as

d its bit too, On 16

to behave If in future.
was all good stuff for the papers, but

was not too worried,

1, except when

The left,
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The following is the tenth installment of our trans
lation of Pierre Frank's The Fourth International: A Con-
tribution to the History of the Trotskyist Movement

_ Chaper 6: From 1948 to 1968
(Cont'd)

-“_l'ﬂ; The International Reunited

; A relatively prolonged period of crises and splits may
srove fo be a prelude to a period of reunification. All
2 greal events of the epoch —"de-Stalinization,” the Sino-
- Saviet conflict, colonial revolution — had not only resulted
in dividing the Trotskyists, they were io contribute to
healing the mosi serious split, that of 1953-54.
~ The narrowing of the political differences between the
1ajority of the Fourth International and the majority
the International Committee on such imporiant ques-
§ as "de-Stalinization® and the colonial revolution;
similarity of experiences in Cuba and Algeria —all
could not fail to raise the problem of reunification.
8 time when a resurgence of Trotskylsm was begin-
g to appear in the world, both sides were well aware
8 divided movemen! would considerably dim the
spects lying before the Fourth International. In 1961-
contael was initiated. In the course of discussion,
It became evident that the similarity of position discern-
ible in the respective publications was Indeed substan-
and that there did not seem to be any major po-
bstacles in the way of reunification.
Parity Commission between the Fourth International

<5y AT

'l

International Committee was established to pre-
teunification through a joint congress. In the
International as well as in the International Com-
ose who opposed reunification &nd who had
#ing political orientations (the Pablo faction on one
n MELL and OCI on the other) wanted to sub-
inate the reunification discussion to a discussion of
953 split. of what caused the split and where the
ponsibility for it lay. The majority on both sides re-
1 1o accept such a proposal. No one dreamed of
; :_Illg_vllﬁ_-'pf such a discussion—if it were placed
niext that could lead to positive results. If the
ere Jh_lud on questions of principle, these would
surfce in one form or another In the 1960s,
ion with current political problems. If the split
| entlall; the product of conjunctural causes (errors
~enal; ﬁlm .pnpﬁ;nﬁn] or organizational causes, as
sht, these should nol constitute an obstacle to
on. Study of the causes of the split and who
. mhlt :{ﬂ_r it should be of an educational na-
thus Il was decided, by common accord, that this
would not be raised at the time of reunification
: -_ would be studied at a later time, when the
on had been consolidated. The discussion could
Pplace mﬁ'ﬁll Anterfering with the organization's
;.g; fl;_hnut Decessarily following the lines of
& existed during the split It was clear o
0 wanted reunification that lurking behind the
'.':" the minoritles was, above all, their desire
W dlas i not to further reunification but once
split and, worse yet, to assure its per-

unification Congress
ics of the World Revolution Today)

Al the ssme time thal the International was readying

its Seventh Congress, and the International Committee
a conference of lis organizations, the Parity Commission
worked on the reunification. The latter was to be effected
at a Joint congress held immediately after the two above-
mentioned assemblies. The Parlty Commission prepared the
documents that served as the basis for what was to be
jointly discussed.

Thus In June 1963, after the International's congress
and the International Commitiee's conference, the -Reuni-
fication Congress was held, with twenty-six countries rep-
resented. Invited to attend the Reunification Congress,
the Posadas tendency did not reply, the SLL and OCI
refused to participate. Both assemblies were held, then
a joint congress announced the reunification, formally
adopted the documents that had been approved by the
two assemblies, and elected the new, united leadership.
The minority led by Pablo presented a counterrésolution
on the international situation and the tasks of the Fourth
International. This minority was given representation in
the leadership bodies.

The ‘congress decided to Initlate a campaign to free
Hugo Blanco, who had recently been arrested and was
facing the death penalty.

This time the Ceylonese section was represented at the
world congress, but we learned that the sectlon was in
bad shape and that its delegate represented only a mi-
norily In the leadership. What happened lo this section
will be described later.

' The congress devoted an entire day to discussing the
Algerian question, on which Pablo had presented a re-
port. The congress was unanimous In seeing important
possibilities for the development of the Algerlan revolu-
tion towards a soclalist revolution, as had happened In
Cuba, and decided to do its utmost to mobilize the Inter-
national and ils sections in support of the Algerian rev-
olution.

As a basis for reunification, the congress adopted a
sixteen-point charier,30 compactly formulating the fun-
damental positions of Trotskylsm. The charter had been
adopted earlier by the U. 5. Soclalist Workers party, which
wished in this way to show Its complete support for re-
unification; the SWP could not particlpate in the reunifi-
cation formally, on an organizational level, because of
“democratic® America’s restrictive laws,

In addition to the resolution on the International po-
litical situation, the congress adopled two important polit-
leal documents. One dealt with the Sino-Soviet conflict
and the situation in the USSR and the other workers
states; the other was devoted to the dynamics of the world
revolution loday.

The document on Stalinism gave an overall picture
of the latter's decomposition. It dealt at length with the
differences that came to the surface in the Sino-Sovlet
conflict, and offered a minutely detailed criticlsm of the
positions of both sides. It alfo examined the differentia-
T

' g others, the Cuban leader-
ship, stressing its generally progressive positions while
noling that its perspectives were limited to Latin American
problems. The text also Included & detalled study of the
sltuation in the workers states, where new contradictions —
as well as currents with oppositional potential — were a
pearing. Yugoslavia was analyzed as a special case: ﬂp-
important points the orlentation had been more cm;rec:
than In the other workers slates, bul decentralizail
pushed to the extreme and acceptance of the free lﬂn

of market laws were attended with serious dange p;y
nally, the document reformulated the essential Eu?;_. :

8 program of action for the workers slales : nb] 8
the Trotskyist movement to Intervene lnthegrh“' I:!usa ing

lll;hnnd tolﬂnd. suppaort Inside the workers states s

e main docume :

T S n}:;':luirtil;ntﬁl:;gdr:ss' :.'tnu devoted to

conclusions reached ottt y. Etnbndled the

Ists throughout the world 1i u:ge adorlty of Trotsky,

upheavals of the postwar perlod. £ wake of the glgantie

This text began by polnting out the fact that the world

———

40. See "For Early Reunificat the World Tr
i on of i otsk
ment,” Intercontinental Press, May 11, l%?ﬂrplr 442 l: }‘lf]t M[ﬂrt.
T nsialor

revolution had extended from the Sovlet Unlon
the colonial countries and not, as had for al

o L
been expected, toward the economleally d'“ln::g"--' e

italist countries. The document showed that this p,

which had carrled the revolution to the m"ph_’gm..i

before reaching the heart of the capitalist

sytem, gt
in no way been an Inevilable one: It was SO} e

product of betrayal by the traditional working-clagy |, Iy
ships, Soclal Democratic and Stalinist. _-'

The document then explained that In our ery A
revolution was going forward on three fronts, “ﬂ;lntﬂ

jts own distinct characteristics: the Proletarian or
sical revolution in the developed capitalisi states: (he.
lonial revolution in the underdeveloped ﬂp"lu;t o
tries, where it tended to become a permanent rnuﬁ-.a.f
the political, antlbureaucratic revolution [n the .“&“{
states. The document emphasized that it was T
tion of simply adding up the three sectors, since (he :HI-
revolution constitutes a whole whose varlous Pl!“ll];

a reciprocal effect on each other. And mog of the e
was specifically devoted to a study of the :h“llleﬂi;h
of each of these sectors and thelr interaction wify each
other. ;

But the document was not limited to ap €XAming
of the "objective® conditions of the world revolution;
dealt with the "subjective™ conditions In Just ag ﬂ:lux'n"
a fashlon. Reviewing the necessity for revolutionary leader.
ships (bullding such leaderships was the task the Fourty
International had set for itself from its Very fnundnﬂ“}'
the documen! replied to a quesation ralsed by numergys
activists who felt neither deliberate hostility toward i
Fourth International nor hostility toward the
of a democratically centralized party. That question wag:
Why hasn't the Fourth International developed ln!u;
mass organization? Why wasn't it able to do so afier the
period of ebb, which extended from 1923 (o 1943
to a close?

The document does not dodge this question. It polnts
out how the defeat of Nazilsm, due In greal part to the
Soviet armlies, had directly served to strengthen the S{alin-
ist leaderships. Working-class militants at the end of the
first world war had been outraged by the treason of ihe
Second International, which had led them to slaughter
one another In an imperialist war, and they had responded
to the appeals of the Third International. In the second
world war, the combination of an interimperialist war
with a war for the defense of the Soviet Union against
Hitlerism had engendered mixed feelings and politeal
confusion at the war's end. The document also showed
how —since the crisis of Stalinism developed under ex-
tremely complex conditions, while the countries with the
greatest Marxist traditions were golng through a stage
of political apathy on the part of the working class—
the Fourth International had come up against numerous
and substantial obstacles to progress. Nevertheless, (hese
obstacles had not prevented the Fourth International from
making more and more solid progress, as the old leader-
ships suffered erosion.

This document3! ended with an exceptionally forceful
justification of the need, more imperative in today's world
than ever before, for the Fourth International as Ifis
today, in order to bulld the mass Fourth International
of tomorrow. To our knowledge, no one has attemnpled
to criticize this document, or even partially or indirectly
answer |iL

 CAme

Attacks Against the Reunited International
(The Splitiers)

The Reunification Congress had put an end to anoe
ganizational situation that had given momentum (o (ke
centrifugal forces operating on the International; bul these
forces had not disappeared with the reunification, Bof
had the difficulties In this area beén overcome.

The majority of the organizations brought together In
the reunited International encountered no difficulties &8
of & minor order, amongst themselves, On the conith
they had to defend the International against (ROSE®
had not wanted to participate in the reunification
for several months Internally against the faction
Pablo. Fer the latter groups, the reunification constité
a step that, In the long run, threatened their exisenet:
and they had to try to break it up while it was still

The congress had reunited a very large majorily
Trotskylist forces. The Posadas faction was soon [0
dle to a single group In Argentina of sligh! {mportases
everywhere else It was composed of individuals. ¥
the Pablo faction publlely broke with the [nternatio
about & year after the congress, that faction, (0%
numerlcally very weak. The only two groups of 88¥
outside the International are the SLL fn Greal
and the OCI In France. Bul what could be clearly &
from Inside the International was not o obviousss
world at large, since these groups made thelr S atklng
known through publications that concentrated on 8

of the
to

of the

the International

We have already presented the seclarian positiont
Healy and Lambert groups, and it Is nol B
take this up again at any length. Curlously "“uu‘h:m“t
intensified their attacks agalnst the "Pabloite® [nternd ackt
€ven several years alter Pablo's splil, and thelr l“lﬂﬂ"
were directed to A much lesser degree against Pablo with
gell, whom they ignored from the moment he broke ¥
the International. It was not Pablo and his Ideas that

-311 l‘\ L E "i}',t namics of World Revoluilon T-U‘dﬂ.}". Tl!l_ u‘F m
Qiullon Adopiled by Reun : % e he Fad |nter
nulional. June L ] cunificallon Congress of ‘“'h lw

1963, I'nternational Sncralist Reviad,
p- 114. — Translalor
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pem, but rather the very existence and actly
-g?’f?;nallunal and Its sections, The Healy and L

grONP e of thelr "Commiltee” In April 1966, aimed af
patructing” the Fourth International; this conference
completely unsucegssful and wound up In a break
{hose who had atiended as observers,

The Posadas group had been especially harmful (o the
ational In Latin America, where, to the Cubans |n

"reco
wias

n
m:l;cular. it represented (wrongly) Trotskylsm and the
;:urth International. Castro’'s attack on the Fourth [n.

ternational — a8 well as on other revolutionary (endencles
_al the Triconiinental Conference in Havana In January
1966 was partially based on the Incorrect positions taken
by the posadas group. Without for one instant abating |1s
activity 1n defense of the Cuban revolution, the Fourth
[nurnnﬂﬂnﬂl politely but firmly challenged Castro's anti-
Trotakylst sintements. We were able lo ascertain the resulf
obtalned on this point when, the luﬂnwing year, on the
anniversary of the Tricontinental Conference, Radio Hav-
ana rebroadcast Castro’s speech without, however, In-
cuding the part directed against the Fourth International
and the other revolutionary tendencies,

The struggle that Pablo and his faction undertook, righi
after the congress, lasted several months, during which time
they often went f[rom one subject to another. With the de-
feat suffered by the French working class as a result of
de Gaulle's coming to power, it was the development of
{he Algerian revolution, in the years preceding and im-
mediately following its conquest of independence, that
peavily Influenced Pablo's thinking. He saw, and correetly
g0, analogies between the course of the Algerian revolution
and the course of the Cuban revolution, and, consequent-
Iy, hoped for & victorious socialist revolution in Algeria.
There was no disagreement with Pablo on that poinL
But losing more and more contact with the Fourth In-
{ernational on one hand, and placing false hopes In his

onal opporiunities for Intervening at the top levels
of the Algerian movement on the other hand, ke wound
up not so much by elaborating an international political
line, whether opportunistic or sectarian—at that time he
gdopted posilions in an impressionistic fashion and often
changed them from top to boltam in a very short space
of time32 —as by denying the need for an international
organization, functioning as at present on the basis of
democratic centralism. He put forward & concept of the
Fourth International that he had formerly vigorously
denounced, ie., a federation of factions independent of
each other and acting in common only on questions on
which they were in agreement. After the split, he devoted
himself principally to commenting on events; thenceforih
he favored using mass movements as they are rather than
building new revolutionary parties.

The Degeneration of the Ceylonese Section

One of the most painful questions facing the unifed
leadership was that of the Ceylonese section. This is the
place to discuss the entire problem.

The Lanka Sama Samaja party (LSS5P) was a sec
ton of the Fourth International with very special char-
acteristics in comparison with all the other sections, by
reagon of Itz origin, its composition, lts function and
influence in its own country. To a large extent this
semmed from certain characteristics of the political and
social situation in Ceylon itself. Although neighbor to
India, this island had had no bourgeois movement for
independence, as was the case for India, whose Congress
party even dared to organize an uprising againsi Bril-
ith colonialism during the second world war, in Brilish
tolonialism's most difficult days.

Ceylon's struggle for independence was launched by
young Intellectuals of bourgeols origin who, in the course
of thelr sojourn in British universities during the 1930s,
bad been won over to Communist ideas, Moreover, the
most oulstanding of these young people, moved by the
defeat of the sccond Chinese revolution and seeking the
reasons for that defeat, became aware of Trotsky's po-
sitions on China and adopted the theory of permanent
revolution. Returning to Ceylon, they created the LSSF
&nd began to organize the workers into trade unions.
During the war, the LSSP got rid of the Ceylonese Stalin-
lsts who, because of the alllance between the Soviet Union
and British imperlalism, refused 1o wage a struggle against
colonialism.

Imprisoned as a result of the repression, these young
Trotskyists managed to escape and make their way 1o
India, where they took part In that country's struggles
and helped found the Indian section of the Fourth Inter
national. Back in Ceylon after the war, thelr wartime
Bititude earned them enormous popularity among the
Working-class muosses. The Ceylonese bourgeoisie, more
Exactly its compradore part nlr'ung]:.r attached to British
Capitalism, benefited from the latter's retreal and obtalned
independence in India's wake in 1948, without :uwlr:g
0 wage the slightest struggle for it. The political party
of this fiﬂlui:u.-,w{ﬂ...—.- hnuriZulsle. the UNP (United Na-
tional The LSSP then surged

parily), came 0 pOWer.
forward as th isiand's second parly —the party of M2
Workers

Thus this party, which had gotten rid of its Stalinist
¥ing and had joined the Fourth International, did mof
Bris¢ out of crises within the working-class movement
And struggles agalnst the old leaderships — A% did the
Other sections of the Fourth International. It was rather
the fruit of ctourageous action by a team of young, rev-
ﬂlutlunar;.- intellectuals who, the first fo do so in Cey-

90, had organized the working class and demanded the
T
2. To mention only a few examples of his mosl impression-
xrkf mﬁlill.lh'} he 'llﬂunh."d on [mplﬂlili.lnl.'l‘l'l rlphl Iﬂﬂll from
f'.:lundm early in 1965, which attested 1o his b!ntflﬂwh:;
Coexistence™: he saw “political revolution” [n Yugnlll'ﬂl'
. ?h?vlt was eliminated: he made an abrupt change on China,
,:\m of the Soviet leadership; he made a series of
B% on [.'l':. I-""I'I. el
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made & big fuss about holding an lhlernullhﬁqlx )
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8 team composed for the most
in R. de Silva, Leslie Gunawar-
i peans, » Doric de Souza, Edmund Samarak-
SBIEIL,. Thgse 'f::i mlnlﬂlectunl worth and greal fighting
M Nt 0 other elements in the leadership,
i npp;“’; ;run. far less attached (o theoretical ques-
Iram‘ sk nistic in character, whose authority stemmed
gl ?I;hm&tlul trade-unlon work. These elements
BF e il :I:Etk by Lhe leading nucleus, The ranks
GRSl th:: zlnnr.r:fnud of very militant workers,
q::t‘:t ?rh‘;h}!edve reasons, there had from the start been
s B B8p between the political education of the
ership and that of the rank and file. The overwhelm-
::E majority of the workers do not know English. In
: € absence of adequate material in the Sinhalese or Tamll
Bnguages for their political education, the workers had
only & rudimentary notion of Marxist principles and the
theories of Trotsky and the Fourth International In its
mass, the LSSP was not really Trotskylst in origin.

The party also went through Internal struggles, and
Petty-bourgeais elements were fought and eliminated by
the LSSP leadership, which for years acted as a true
révolutionary leadership, working to advance its organi-
zation loward Trotskylsm. Its atitude on August 12,
1853, when a hartal (general strike) paralyzed the coun-
try, was remarkable, and later it most courageously op-
posed the communalist currents which for a time set one
of Ceylon's main nationalities against the other.

Nevertheless, despite their intellectual qualities, members
of this leadership were not without weakness. The party
did not have a real Bolshevik organizational structure;
its congresses were actually general assemblies in which
eloquent oratory often outweighed sound political argu-
ment. After a while, when the organization had made
electoral gains, political education was neglected In favor
of superficial activism, and growing parliamentary ten-
dencles In the party could be observed. While acknowl-
edging these tendencies, the leadership did not fight against
them hard enough, and eventually It itself became in-
fected.

Finally, while the party had a solid working-class base,
it barely had a toehold in the rural masses that consti-
fute the majority of the island's population. The parly
hardly had a program for them —and this proved to
be an Important facior in leading to its political debacle.
For a long time, the party had taken hold only among

Y -
I
"y

the Sinhalese workers (workers in the port city of Co-
lombo, transport workers, clerical workers, elc.); only
with difficulty did the party reach the biggest part of

Cevlon's proletariat, the plantation workers made up of
Indians “imported® long ago by the British for the lat-
ler's needs
ther Ceylonese nor indian

The International had frequéently called the LSSF leader-
ship's attention to these weaknesses and to the necessity
for remedving them. But the International's efforis were
limited to those members who could understand English,
and under the circumstances, this mean! the most ad-
vanced section, L e, the leadership of the party.

For many years, there had been only two opposing
parties on the national level, the UNF and the LSSP.
During the 1950s, however, the Sri Lanka Freedom party
(SLFP) arose out of a split in the UNP. To the surprise
af the LSSP leaders, the new party's success in the 1956
election brought it to power. Instead of proceeding to
a profound analysis of the causes for this electoral vic-
tory, the LSSP's leaders, who very correctly character-
ized the SLFP as a bourgeols party with a wider base
than the UNP, judged that the new party, like the UNP,
would rapidly wear out its credit and that the LSSP would
then have a clear field.

[t was with this perspective that the LSSF approached
the March 1960 elections, In which it hoped to win a par-
llamentary majority. The tremendous effort the party pul
into these elections made its defeat all the more painful.
From that time on, the LSSP's leadership found itsell
politically disoriented. It began to vacillate politically;
the influence of N.M. Perera, who became more open
in advancing reformist positions, began o spread. Right
after these elections, N. M. Perera proposed that the LSSP
enter a governmeni coalition with the SLFP. This pro-
posal was rejected, but the LSSP's parliamentary group
practically gave the bourgeols government of the SLFP
a vote of confidence. The Fourth International publicly

vote, 33
dl;:;::t:nl,hghen the masses weni Into action againsi
of the new governménl’s measures, the LSSF went

These workers still have no citizenship, nei-

::‘:*::! to the opposition, but without making & serious
-—#

33. See installment No. in our issue of
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selfcriticlam of Its previous attitude. The relative consol-
‘Idation of the SLFP in the 1960 electlons resulted in ac-

centuating the vacillation of the LSSP leadership. It had
to suffer the political consequences of neglecting the prob-
lems of the Ceylonese agricultural workers. It did not
undersland that this new bourgeois party, unlike the com-
pradore UNP, was based on the "national bourgeoisie”
and that this party had been able to win suppor! among
the rural masses neglécted by the LSSP.

Nevertheless, there was another partlal turn to the left
by the party in 1962-63, when the masses agaln went
Into action. Together with the Ceylonese Communist party
and a small, radical-appearing bourgeois organization,
the Mahajana Eksath Peramuna (MEP), the LSSP formed
what was called the Unlted Left Front. This organiza-
tion was well recelved by the Ceylonese masses and could
have, were it not for the inadequacy of Its program, con-
stituted the point of departure of an extraparliamentary

struggle for power, But a half-fought fight paves the way
for disaster.

Inside the leadership, N.M. Peérera, for a long time
held in check by the Intellectual authority and political
strength of the other members of the leadership, gained
free rein as a result of the latter’s vaclllations. The leader-
ghip, disoriented and unsure, was divided: on one side,
the main nucleus, Including Colvin R. de Silva and Leslje
Gunawardene, adopted a conciliatory position toward the
SLFP; on the other, Edmund Samarakkody and Bala
Tampoe defended correct, principled positions, but in a
palitical form that the International considered seciarian
and hardly likely to"convinee the rank and file to oppose
the party's paolitical concessions. In this troubled situa-
tion, N.M. Perera entered Inlo negoliations with the prime
minister, without the parily's knowledge, then demanded
the immediate calling of a special congress of the party
le answer Lhe proposals for a government coalition that
the prime minister had made to him. By then the Cey-

lonese organization had reached an advanced stage of
political degeneration. Al the congress, aboul 25 percent
of the members rn.-jl.-th‘-:_! in principle any participalion
in the governmeni, any participation in a bourgeois re-
gime. The old Colvin B de Silva-Leslie Gunawarden
team, which for twenty-five vears had led ih ;
celved t.'l-l'!l?-' 10 percent of the votes on an amendment
fo the Perera resolution, and In the final vote gnly re
tained 4 to 5 percenl—the remaining votes going to Perera
who became head of the organizatlon. With certain of
his friends, he entered the governmenl

After the Sixth World Congress's condemnalion of the
1960 budgel-vote—a condemnation iIndependently sup-
ported by the position publicly taken In The
by the U.S. Soclalist Workers party—the L3SP leader
ship still had not sufficienty rectified It orlentation. [is
oscillations continued. In numerous interventions
ternational tried to change the LS5SP's line In a mor
vigorous and thoroughgoing fashion. At the Seventh
World Congress, which preceded the reunification of the
International, Ceylon was represented by Comrade Sama
rakkody. At that time, the left wing to which he belonged
had disassociated Itself from the centrist majority of ths
leadership, but without deeming It necessary as yel o
organize a faction for waging the struggle. The LSSP
had just organized the United Left Front. The congress
forwarded a long letter to the LSSP, in which it siressed

the Inadequacies of this policy on four flundamental points

a) Insufficlent critical analysis of the 1960 error.

b) Lack of clarity with respect to the exiraparliamentary
nature of the potentialities of the United Leli Front, in
contrast with its parllamentary aspects.

¢) Fallure to publicly criticize the oppartunistic pollcy
of ita allles (the CP and the MEP).

d) Fallure to Include the Tamil plantation-workers
trade-union organizations In the United Left Front.

Later, on April 23, 1964, when the United Secretariat
of the Fourth International was informed of N.M. Pe-
rera’s moves, it condemned them, declaring thal accepi-
Ing such a policy would be tantamount to betrayal. At
the congress held in Colombo June 6-7 of the same year,
the Fourth International's delegate denounced the pol-
ley of coalition from the speakers' platform. To all the
Cevlonese people who were [ollowing the congress's pro-
ceedings, he publicly .declared that If such a policy were
adopted, it would cause a split between the LSSP and
the International Immediately after the vote, the break
was effected by the United Secretariat.

Supporters of the Fourth Inlernational regrouped afler
the congress’s vote for the purpose of reestablishing the
Trotskyist organization. Unfortunately, Trotskyvism had
suffered a severe blow in Ceylon, and the Trotskylist move-
ment In that country has never since regained a firm
foundation.

[To be continued|
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BY DAVE HOLMES

hortly after we go to press the United
gmrtsywiil go to the polls, Already the
‘result is clear - Richard Nixon will win
another four year term, There are diff-
£rehces between Nixan:lzg his Dr;:n;:tc'
r o ent George overn,
ES: nripgiﬂmply tactical, Both represent
the interests of the American imperialist
bcnn-Feaisie _ their differences are on the
level of how to best preserve "the Amer-
jean (capitalist) way of life" from all
the domestic and international challenges

facing it,

tter of principle, socialists never
maﬂpiuﬂgl::npdidates in electons.
But there is a socialist alternative 10
Nixon and McGovern and their system in
the American elections. It is the cam-
paign of the American Trotskyists of the
Socialist Workers Party (SWP). The SWP
is nmning Linda Jenness for President and
Andrew Pulley for Vice President. The
SWP is also nmning 100 local candidates
across America.

There are many obstacles in the path of

a small revolutionary socialist party trying
to mount a campaign, A tremendous
gffort has to be made first to get on the
ballot in the various states, (Of course
the Republicans and Democrats automat-
ically get on to the ballot in all states, )
This involves legal battles in the courts
and the obtaining of large numbers of
signatures, As of September the SWF and
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~ Since August the right-wing opponents
~ of President Salyador Allende, both
- inside and outside the state apparatus
~ have mounted increasing pressure on the
- popular-front regime. this campaign
- they have been able to exploit
- discontent created by rising prices for
~ consumer goods and shortages of essen-
- tial items, Faced with imperialist
- economic reprisals and the sabotage of
~ local capitalists, retailers, and big
- farmers, the government has found
- itself in worsening economic difficulties.
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Trylng to remain within the framework
~ of capitalist legality, Allende has been
- umable either to take decisive measures
' - against rightist subversion or to meet the
i ﬁmn emands of the masses whose hopes for
- 4 better life were aroused by the popular-
- front victory on September 4, 1970, and

‘who have been hardest hit by risin cer
and shortag This September ptigcﬁ

rose again

more than 22 percent.,

In the second week of October, the
pressures on the Allende government
jumped to a b::ew lmlbch nationwide
Iruck strike beginning October 10
w serious shortages of gasoline and
flowr, forcing the mggm to declare

g, ~martial law in an area from Valparaiso
~ province, 85 miles north of the capital,
. to Bio-Bio province, 315 miles to the
. south, (About 70 percent of the

~ population lives in this belt, )

sl R '

L was a small businessmen's strike
‘%E“Wbﬂth last crisis of tl:e reglmﬂ:fn

B 10 the night of October 13-14. the cov.
 emment seized all of the radib statinn,
& ﬂﬁm&y, reportedly to prevent

The regime en i =
mpjam about right wing stations anl:.!.

= s 3
- &ﬁ
. broadcast a nessage denoun
o cing fascists
~ and profascists who he said, wegn: in

A&
2 I.-:

£ left wing supporte
- abstain from any moves -—n‘:c,i-. as 1:]_1.“::;ml

N as a '"provocation'
.. .ﬂ.lﬂ the llm")' to stand against ﬁ:“i

~ Allende had good reason
e sttt & the ) e e

Socialist Alterna

ding alarmist rumours,

Communist atrocities”,
fter midnight on October 13, Allende

> % /e ; n 8
| E}:ﬂnlm Chile, But "he also called on

o gﬂﬂﬂ: or public hlﬂllilng: — that could

: | MM:?, an A.P, dispatch reported

ted over 450, 000

its supporters had collec
;ign:fmes in 27 states, About 90,000

were collected in Massachusetts alone.

To date the SWP has won a place on the

Linda Jenness

Party, put the military in effective
effective control of the country.

In its anxiety to defend itself by "consti-
tutional” means, the popular-front govern-
ment denied freedoms not only to the
militant right but to the left and to the
workers' and people's organisations,
Moreaver, since the state apparatus
remains under bourgeois control and the
right is already well organised, these re-
strictions can be expected to be much
more effective against the left than
against the reactionary opponents of the
regime,

In fact, by ordering harsh administrative
measures against the rightists and at the
same time repressing the masses and pre-
venting them from taldng control of the
society, Allende risked infuriating the
petty bourgeois layers supporting the para-
military right and, in the last analysis,
leaving himself defenceless against them,

One of the dangers facing the country was
pointed out by Edgardo Enriquez, a member
of the Political Committee of the MIR, in
the October 10 "Punto Final": "Historical

BY DAVE HOLMES

The New Zealand Trotskyists of the Soc-
lalist Action League (SA ) are conduct-
Ing a vigorous campaign to retumn a
Labour government in the November 25
elections. However, the SAL's Socialists
for Labour Campaign differs markedly
from the conservative, lacklystre official
party campaign,

The SAL campaign is a socialist alternati
to that uf_right wing Labour leader Num&.l‘!."‘nt
Kirk, (Kirk is so right wing that during

the goyernment's fight earlier this year
with the seamen's union he attacked the
govemment, from the ri t, for not

acting strongly enough'

for Labour Campaign calls for support for

union struggles, and end to the wai
freeze, strict price and rent -:.n::m:n:rFE the
repeal of all antiabortion laws, an snd

to all sporting contact with :lp:ll'ﬂleid
South Africa, an end to the U. S, aggress-
ion in Vietnam, and the nationalisation

of all basic indiﬂﬂ]'}r and th -
workers control, Sibauky ynder

New Zealand's Labour :
flectjon but one since ﬁmmﬁizi?
:;limasan is the timid and ri ghtist policies
o1 its leaders who don't project Labour gg
a ch:at_, fighting, socialist alternative to
the ruling big business National Party,

tive In US Elections

ballot in 25 states, (This was almost
twice as many as the American Comm-

unist Party. )

The bourgeois parties have other advan-

Andrew Pulley

Further Crisis for Allende in Chile

experience shows that while fascist moye-
ments develop in prerevolutionary situations
or in situations with prerevolutionary feat-
ures, it is no less true that fascism can
grow and spread in a situation where there
is a prolonged and persistent working class
upsurge but where, because of a vacillat-
ing and ceonciliationist policy by the
reformist political leaderships of

the popular movement, the workers

fail to take power into their own hands",

Allende finds himself in a rather tight
bind as a result of his dogged adherence
to the norms of bourgeois law. Thus,
while on the one hand his government
issued an appeal to "the people” to
"respond with organisation, unity and
mobilisation to the provocations of the
seditious right"; on the other hand it
stripped the working class of its right to
mobilize by placing the country under

a form of martial law, Meanwhile, the
right continues to mobilise in open viol-
ation of the law, and the popular-front
government urges the working masses to
trust not in their own strength but in the
generals who command the bourgeois
armed forces,

P e ———
NZ

Socialist Campaign for Labor

The Socialists for Labour Campai was
launched at the May Labour Pﬂp:t}’gﬁﬂl‘jﬂn&l
conference in Wellington. The SAL's
Intervention there had a considera ble
impact and was reported in most of the
majm_newspapers. The SAL intervention
fitted in well with the radical mood of
many of the delegates, The Kirk leader-
ship aftempted to avoid discussion of any
critical motions, especially many that
E:mm from the Labowr youth conference
eld just prior to the party meeting,

Shortly after the conference, Labowr's
National Executive proscribed the SAI
saying that "membership of the League is
incompatible with membership of l‘!?c g
Party." Such antidemocratic actions
reflect the hu.rcauufr:acy‘:-, fear of Hit.;'iﬂm
But the SAL has mounted a vigorous )
defence SAmpaign and many party
and p.&l:ll:lmllllLiI"}' candidates ha -..-’.,;
4 petition defending the right of SALer:
to be Labour members and put forward
their oppositiona) views, At least one
party branch has said it will not rujccf

SALers but 4 itk .

actvicts
signed

Kirk has develo
ped an a e case
f;mnnia about the F?JE:L Err:;sa"i;;: B
mﬁ;?bnm's Wellington regiqmll body
SAL actvist and feminist Kay 4
inar it ran in
ully applied

edk at a sem
Stptember, Kirk Successf

tages, They have enormous cam

chests to buy advertising Hm HE,-
television and the pmn:! Ahz?nthl:

partisans monopolisticall o
media and help them in : :'::!lt:?;qﬂr
"L Wa

dia, campaj n,
pours out in a great ﬂoodp:amj "!]l M,

a view to denying parties lik
chance to present their ‘view:. - SWP the

Despite such obstacles the

very successful campaign ;ﬂphfrima
considerable impact. Jenness udm* A
have spoken at over 500 campa[phﬂ"
ings and rallies, More thap 2 mw
pieces of campaign literature }ha?e'
distributed, publicising the revoluti
socialist position on labor, womep o
blacks, chicanos, other minnritie:'m]
the youth. Despite its bias the
have had to pay some attention to the
SWP campaign. In the quiet first three

weeks of August articles about Jennes ,

and Pulley appeared in 67 newspa
23 states, Over 12,000 people haye

formally endorsed the SWP campaigy a5
a positive alternative to the Republicay

and Democratic slates,

Very reluctantly some capitalist cand-
idates have been forced to debate Jenness
and Pulley and other SWP candidates,
George McGovem's persistent refisal to
accept Jenness's call for a debate has
unsettled many of his youthful supporters
who think he is ""different”, The SWp
campaign has scored McGovern's contin-
ued slide to the right away from the
positions he expressed early in his cand-
idacy to win the rebellious youth to his
side. He sent an irate letter to Jenness,
accusing hHer and her supporters of
making him a '"special target" and charg-
ing them with "irrational and unwise
argumentativeness', ;

The Stalinist Communist Party is rumn-
ing an "independent" campaign in resp-
onse to the growing impact of the SWP
on radical youth, But this "independent"
campaign notwithstanding, the Stalinist
press openly supports McGovern, the
"lesser evil" candidate.

SWP campaigners have no illusion about
the likelihood of rolling up a big vote in
the elections, Restrictive ballot laws,
the capitalist monopoly of the media,
and the continuing illusions most
Americans have about bourgeois parties
rule out such a possibility. So tight is
the control of the electoral apparatus by
the defenders of the status quo, that
anticapitalist votes more often than oot
g0 uncounted.

The SWP candidates and their supportes
will be well satisfied if their electics
campaign makes it possible to reach
more people than ever before with
ideas of revolutionary socialism,

maximum pressure to have _her barred.
As other radicals still remained oo S
speakers platform Kirk barred all L
candidates from attending. All€

For the SAL this leaderhip conserva
and timidity underlines the need ﬂ?‘;' s
socialists "to do what the party lumm
categorically refuses to do: Briog v
the election the real issues P'E"-‘Plg .
concerned about and acting oh $

As the revolutionary socialist papet
"Socialist Action" stated Septembﬂzg
in calling for a Labour victory aga e g0t

National: ",., Labour's chances 'I'I I
enhanced by the Kirk l-:adcrihipli dos
rock the boat' approach, which

days seems to consist l"ﬂﬂinlf of a's

requent addresses to hminwmeg con-
gatherings in a pathetic ﬂﬂﬂ.mpt ttﬂl.'lllﬂ
vince them that Labour Earllnmﬂﬂ
will better protect their interests
the National Party,

t in

"Labour can become the Eﬂvtm'z;;at
November, only if it mobilises & county)

among the workin ople of this

by ta |~r.-l'ng_' up the :,JEI.‘E:.‘:II&S of the "mlml
and the movements of social Fl‘ﬂm’
and providing a clear alternative p
National and its big business backefss

The pioneering campaigniof the Pie"
Zealand Trotskyists shows what &4
and must be done.

owing interview with Theolo-
tmp::idgllegsr, a member of the
%]{E (Kommounistiko Diethnistiko
Komma tes Ellados - Internationallst
Communist Party of Greece), Greek

ction of the Fourth International,

Fe e ared in the September 30 issue
:1 the French revolutionary-socialist
wﬂ}dy"ﬂouge".l’nradellu had just
arrived in France shortly after escap-
{ng for the third time from Greek
jails, The translation is by Intercon-

tmant.ﬂ.l Press. }

sestion. Ino the years before coming

ris, you have gone through quite
:uh]::‘ E:O‘r’uld you briefly tell us about

it?

Apswer. The Greek police arrested
me for the first time in 1967, I was
tortured, but released for lack of evi-
dence. The second time, in May 1969
they had evidence. After being
peaten for days on end, I was stuck in
5 neighborhood police station. Act-
ully, escape was not really very dif-
flcult, After getting ahold of a little
money, I took the boat to Mytilene,
from there I got to Turkey on a stolen
boat by rowing for eighteen hours.

The political asylum granted by the
Turkish authorities meant living under
surveillance in an isolated spot 300
kilometers east of Ankara, [ escaped
twice with the idea of going to Bul-
garia and, if everything went all right
to Western Europe. The first time

was caught a few kilometers from the
border. The second time [ succeeded
and turned myself in at the first Bul-

garian outpost.

After being transferred from prison to
on, I was interrogated at great
ngth. Without telling them that [
was 2 member of the Fourth Interna-
tional, I asked them to let me go to
Western Europe if they did not want to
keep me. Their answer came on the
frain that was apparently supposed to be
bringing me back to Turkey when |
saw Greek policemen get on board, At
that point, I jumped from the train and
walked and ran for forty kilometers in
a freezing rain, But since I have
theumatism, and since the border area
with Greece is tightly controlled ( the
peaple who live there belong to para-

LA TACOET AN

nir.

real growth we experienced d
sixties, we were neither nm;:iicnlll?
strong enough nor politically matyre
enluugh o resist, And 50, a sizeable
spnét occurred just after the coup d'etat
T 'I a large number of OuUr members
€lt to get involved in violent activi
ties - without attempting to consol.

idate the organisation - and allied
themselves with the centrists and the
activists of the EDA (Enosis tes Demok-
ratikes Aristeras - Union of the Demo-
cratic Left, legal form of the Greek
Communist Party prior to the coup),
They were convinced that their actions
would bring down the regime,

The main tasks for the comrades who,
me, remained in the section was

to reorganize our forces and to
roots in the masses. dy

Q. Where do things stand with the
political forces on the Greek left?

Theologos Psaradelles

Canada: The Elections and Labour

BEY DAVE HOLMES

Canada's Federal elections, held on
October 30 resulted in a crushing
defeat for the ruling Liberal Party of

.Pierre Trudeau . The Liberals lost

something like 37 seats and it is
problematical whether Trudeau will be
able or will try to form a ( minority)
govemment. The likely line up of the
parties in the new parliament is:
Liberals 109, Conservative 109, New
Democratic Party 30, Social Credit 135,
ind Independent 2,

Above all the Liberals were dumped
bec;fu.se of massive unrest over the
saaring unemployment - 7, 1%, the
highest figure in 11 years - and the
fising cost of living - inflation is
cwrently running at 5, 3% annually.

'I‘rudei:l.u, quite characteristically for
ic slick bourgeois politician that he
H::ndin_:ln't address himself to such mun-
€ Issues, A typical piece of Tru-
f?_au‘s campaignﬁsﬁi}-ie iquuotcd in
sewsweek" (6/11/72)#In 1968 Canada
Wasn't exactly fair Verona, It was a
I"eity troubled Canada .., Now Can-
adians are no longer looking for their
identity, It's arrived. It's here, Per-
InPS we hayen't boasted enough, "
preg;z face of !Iu;i_r real and unresolved
el u:zs Lrpl?f:i.c:- of Cana di." ns evidently
orr iberals had nothing to boast
T_"u‘ilelt:c.tion results and the ensuing
gﬁﬁ:;n;mﬂmq crisis make somewhat
clf;.;;_ju.; T‘ruullu-iu’:a bombastic pre-
ek r,? r}ama that the Liberal Govegmn-
g Fx ‘( _;:@Ivlcd the problems of Can-
Just in [L- dtr;ihm.t - This Ie AR ety
rally .].'Tf i, Trudean told an Ontario
i h..:d l_-o %Lill'm' yvears of canfedem!iﬂﬂ:
30, 10, ?E}.Fu 't together", ("Australian®

Ri_=s
“Eﬁ” - hl-‘dt‘i‘:il Canada united-behind
ent s;?u[s Liberals nor has his "perman-
ec ol for g O the drive of the Queb-
much al .irll—dgitcrrlnina tion achieved
'-J'Litii;;&'u' [‘thll'ul:‘t‘, Bilingualism hasn't
Lihﬁmlg IuL GPE".FG..'\SEII Quebecois (the
Oty tn O o their popular vote maj-
2 Yuebec but hold a majority

')1 5&.’] A A 2
) and it d pparently isn't wildly

popular in English speaking Canada.
Federation remains In crisis,

Roy McCartney in the "Sydoey Moming
Herald" (1/11/72) interpreted the Liberal
slump and Conservative gains as a
"swing to the right", This claim seems
a dubious one. Later in his article a
more likely answer is given - "Mr,
Stanfield (the Conservative leader)
campaigned on putting in a team

that would 'govern' and do something
about unemployment and inflation”,

Canadian Federal parliamentary politics
is still very much a capitalist shell game,
The two biggest parties - the Liberals
and Conservatives - and the smaller
Social Credit Party, who between them
hold 232 of the 264 seats, are all cape
italist through and through, It is thus
quite explicable that disatisfaction with
the Liberals should in part boost the
Conservatives.

The only ¢ of any size that is not
tied to giﬂ?ﬂness is Canada's 11 year
old Labor Party - the union based New
Democratic Party (NDP) led by David
Lewis, The NDP made modest gains,
adding 5 seats to its previous 25, This
advance follows its great success in the
recent British Columbia provincial
elections (see Direct Action"No. 27)
where it swept the ruling Social Credit
Party from a 20 year term of office.

{s. while hardly the socialist that
:ﬁ:ﬁ;nmllan press has termed him,
did score the bility of the
Liberals and their big business friends
for the dire problems facin C.ﬂnadia?lz:
workers, As the Australian{(30. lﬂh )
reported: "All parties agreed tt:t .
Lewis has built up NDP sltfr:;g;h m{“

ttacking "corporate we ’
2ampanigas that have become rl;.l;ﬁn:ﬂ
government grants.and tax con e
without creating as many jobs as

ada needs".

The NDP holds the balance of pdwﬁr in
e o gl {oay -
that the NDP will o Nt

il
iﬂﬂnr:::e‘;t t,;“fﬂ?:u with the problem

the high cost of
EL;:I: ::lﬂwmem, ent fayouritism

towards big business,

The Canadian Trotskyists campaigned
in English-spaaking Canada for an NDP
victory under the silogan "Labor to
Power with the NDPI™ As the revolut-
ionary soclalist biweekly"Labor Chall-
enge® editorialised September 11: "The
real issue in this election is what class
will hold the reins of political power
in Ottawa and what class interests will
be defended and advanced by the next
rmment .., Only the NDP stands
for the interests of the working people”,
However, the Canadian Trotskyists of
the League for Socialist Action /
Ligue Socialist Ouyriere (LSA/LSO)
have criticised the NDP leadership
for failing to present a clear cut pro-
grammatic challenge to the bosses'
parties, In fact, the NDP even sup-
ports federalism and has little mass
support in oppressed Quebec, There
the LSO gave it limited support only
and called on the Quebec labour move-
ment to form a labor party that could
mobilise the Quebec workers and their
allies against their class and national
oppression,
Dissatisfaction with the baslcalig con-
cervative NDP leadership extends deep

In Memory of Trelew Martyrs

The following statement was issued
September 23 by the United Secretariat
of the Fourth International, the internat-
jonal revolutionary socialist party. The
Trelew massacre refers to the August 22
shooting of 19 guerrilla prisoners

on guards at the Trelew naval-air base in
Argentina, The ERP is the Ejercito Rev-
alucionario del Pueblo (People's Revol-
utionary Army) and the PRT is the Part-
ido Revolucionario de los Trabajadores

(Revolutionary Workers Party).

T
At the of this first meeting of the
the United Secretariat after the Trelew
massacre, the leadership of the Fowth
Internztional on behalf of all revolution-
ists throughout the world honours the
memory of the comrades of the ERP-PRT

A, iA“ the political forces in Greek
soclety were completely shaken

the dictatorship., The pre-1967 :&E—r
geois parties no longer amount to any-
thing, and yesterday's "liberals" are
today carrying on a dlalogue with the
regime, The Greek Communist party
has split and lost all credibility, The
only ones who in the final ana ysis have
b:ienl:;ble - even though weakened num-
erically - to survive politicall
Trotskyists, S i

In the aftermath of the April 21 coup,
because of the crisis of both bourgeois
liberalism and Stalinist reformism, the )
dominant tendency on the Greek left
has become the spontaneist organiza-
tions that hoped to mobilize the masses
through terrorist activity,

Tnda'g' this tendency s in retreat, not
only because of its inability to resolve -
!;he umpre cedented crisis of leadership g |
in the working class through its methods ¥
but also, paradoxically, because of the 1
beginning signs of mobilizations, which
present the vanguard with problems of

a2 much more precise character.

Q. What tasks confront the vanguard in f
the present situation in Greece? i

A. The political crisis unquestionably -
persists - and with it the inability of A
the dictatorship to gain a popular base, 1
Indeed, the dictatorship is unable, :
without undermining its very existence o

| |

to satisfy even the slightest economic H
and political demands of the workers !
or to grant political freedoms to the
masses, 1
Recently, in April and May, mobiliz- 81
ations took place at the university. i

They were, in fact, only the first after !
a long period during which the masses .__'

took oo part in politics, and they will R -
not be the last. J

In view of the decomposition of the
Greek Communist party, more and -
more newly radicalized young mili- 1

tants are being drawn toward revolu-
tionary Marxism., Ouw comrades, by 2L
taking advantage of the growing rad- f
icalization among Greek youth and by
preparing for coming struggles, are

actively working to build the Greek by
section of the Fourth International.

o A
1

e

into the ranks of the NDP, For some
years now an extensive socialist opposit-
ion caucus has existed., Originally called
the Waffle, this caucus reflected the
demands of the various movements of the
oppressed — the movement for abortion _
law repeal, the student movement, the B %
antiwar movement, etc. However, after .
the Waffle was proscribed in Ontario by 2
the Lewis leadership at the provincial i
party conference atQOrillia last June,
some of the leadership copped out of the
fight. Rather than fight for a class.

gle programme inside the union
based NDP they set up a foredoomed
group outside it,

However, a Left Caucus has been formed
to continue the struggle for a socialist
NDP,

Thus it can been seen from this brief and
necessarily incomplete outline that Can-
adian labour politics has many lessons
for socialist activists in Australia, One
fortunate difference is the greater
strength of the ALP. Here, in the com-
ing elections, Labor has the chance to
trounce the bosses parties thoroughly,

It is only necessary to present a clear
alternative, to struggle for a socialist,
class struggle programme.

e

and the comrades of the other organizations ¢
who were vilely murdered by the Argen- {
tine military dictatorship..

The reaction of the Argentine revolution-
ary youth and the vanguard of the labour
movement against this massacre proves

that these comrades did pot fight and die

in vain.

The United Secretariat expresses its sol-
idarity with the PRT in its struggle a
the repression of which it is a victim and
appeals to all the sections to intensify
ir campaign in defense of the persec~
uted Argentine revolutionists, a mﬂcgn :
et G
asylum granted first in (Dile, and then
in Cuba, to Comrade Santucho and his
A, ‘5.1 : -- an

comrades,




The Editors
Direct Action,

I was somewhat puzzled to
read in DA No. 27 of what the editors
thought was a necessary program of
action (a "program of struggle” as you
put it, ) for effective government by the
sham workers' party, the A L.P,

hours and a sliding scale of wages, as

§ honowable as those innovations l:.he:m—t
1 ay be, did pot for ope momen

;Euesﬁmo?a‘ge structure of the vehicle for

putting those measures into effect i, e.

§ the Australian Labor Party.

since I had thought that you would have

sic relationship between Australian cor-

porate capitalism and its representatives:

those two parties which dominate the

Australian political arena, the Liberal

and Labor; parties. Any knowledge of

§ the Australian ruling-class exposes at

once the structural integration of Big

Business with the leading political instit-

§ utions, and it is certainly not an integ-
ration which can be explained away by a

4§ condemnation of "conservative opport-

A unist A L P, leadership", or any other

B leadership. It is an integration which

§ acts as a living testimony to the sway

-} which corporate capitalism holds over

- § Australian soclety as a whole, and any

- | attempt to remedy the situation by

| struggling within a soucture, acknowled-

- -.h.'.‘l"ll'.:.:_- L
0. et . U4 i
-

BoLT e

. Cousin's letter raises some very

fm questions of revolutionary Pﬂlic‘.i"- His

. essential mistake is to take a one-sided

~ and hence false view of the Labor pa

~ and thereby fail to see the road Austral-
jan revolutionaries must travel,

" To clear up any possible doubts on where
Ntg 1'“““-&’ we begin with an ABC of rev-
~ olutionary politics. Socialism will only
me about when the vast majority of the
ur movement and its allies, in their
and hundreds of thousands mobilise
direct struggles to fight the exploitation
d oppression that is their lot in capital-
society, Furthermore, has

m repeatedly - that such mobilisations

only be ultimately successful in

ng the transition from capitalism

ers' power and socialism if a rey-
ary party stands at the head of the

in 1917 in
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Your talk of a sliding scale of 5g5(y for failing to realise that the

This came as a surprise to me, ©

been among the first to realise the intrin-

ism:A

rect instrument of capital,
to say the least.

ged as an indi
must be abortive,

This contradiction on the

d by the
of the editors was heightene ’
E.;:Lent of two other articles in the same

issue,

First, in your article des:::;tb-
ts' action

ing the secondary-school studen
ong&ptcmhcr 20th, you reprimanded the

ick
tudents who demonstrated were §

ind tired of registering their ‘i’“aﬁimnt
with the appropriate "official bod es.d
I agree wholeheartedly with your stan

here.

Secondly, in your raund-;:p
orld affairs on page 12, you reprim-
: wﬁeﬂdent Allende of Chile for attempt
ing to steer the Unidad Pnp;ﬂn;lfwzy-
the revolutionary cause, -an
.‘flanit all Marxist logic to fight for soc-
rﬂ# e par lamentary struc-
fures”, Again I agree with yOiL

However, tht]i fact rer?::;!i‘?:.r;e
;hen we compare the tone O

if;rticles with that of the edit_crria],
we are left with a gaping inconsistency,
and one which I believe is serious:
advocating both revolution and revision-
ary, opportunistic reformism (and in thl:.
same issue at that) seems 1O me an obstin-
ate and irresolute contradiction. But
perhaps you can explain why it is not,

and

Yours etc. ,
Garry Cousins.

ACTION see this task as the most urgent
one facing socialists in Awstralia today.
Our policy, which we shall outline in
relation to the ALP, is a concrete answer
to the burning questions — how do we

build that party; how does a tiny movement
grow to become, for the mass of workers,

a real altemmative to their present leader-
ships. ~

GarryCousins describes the ALP as a
"sham workers' party" and says it is
"acknowledged as an indirect instrument
of capital”, This is oot the whole truth,
From the point of yiew of the policies of
its leaders, the ALP doesn't challenge
capitalism in any way and never has,
Afraid and made timid by the power of
big business and its system, the Labor
leaders lack confidence in the power of
the workers and try to restrain and defuse
the militancy of the labowr movement
and its allies among the rebellious students
women, blacks, etc. They also attempt
to restrict the struggle to the parliament-
ary arena, and away from the streess,
factories, campuses, schools, etc. Thus,
from this aspect, the ALP is an obstacle

your interpretation on it. [ am not
commenting on it at all." He didn't
need to, the press did that for him,

Tony Mulvihill, NSW Labor Senator,
fired the next shot for Whitlam, He
gave Caucus notice of a motion calling
on Calwell and Whitlam to place their
positions in the hands of the Parliamen-
tary Labor Party,

Hounded by the press, Calwell modi-
fied his Tasmanian I-'I':a.tement: "A
Federal Labor Government would not
withdraw Australian troops from Viet-

nam and leave the United States there
alone",

In the Caucus ballot for power on 27

April, Calwell beat Whitlam 49 to 24,

but undertook to resign if Labor lost the
elections, Whitlam obyiously had the
numbers even at that stage, but ma ny

of his su would not accept a

change of leaders so close to the elections,

To settle the confusion, the Federal
Caucus issued its final statement for
Elhe electon year on Vietnam:

The ALP opposes the sending of Aust-
ralian troops to Vietnam and is espec-
ially opposed to the sending of conscript
UAn Awstralian Labor Govern

ent will
direct the Army to bring home without
delay the conscripted men who are .
:;Jf]:edymt:xi;e, adctiug with full regard
ety and securj L
ralian forces, e 1ot
"For all other Australian forc
rces in Viet-
nam the Government will haye regar:i
to the sitmtion in Vietnam as exists at
tt::njtimii and to the importapce of main-
lining [ufure co- | Wi
United States, Fogice it the
"Whilst it will take no action wi
CELC 3'!'1&10 t
consultation with the United States 1th
will work for, and insist upon the
return of all Australian [r.";r:.'.-,-sj{r-:unl Viet-

Letter&AReply

across the road to radieal soclal change.
r side to the Labor
And for us It is the most in'.lqs:-:lrrt-
ant si::ie, which to ignore is not Entw,aa
recipe for disaster and lsﬂlatiﬂ'r; lfallt}v
profound distortion of historica : re : c;i'
The ALP is the greatest achieyvemen {
the A ustralianworkers' movement. e
formation of a Part};“ﬂi[-;tthﬂ‘:g];;g:; u::i;:
unions, to il
?ﬁe?ﬁnies was an historic step ]l;ufrrward,
Every worker who looks to Labor has
achieved a certain class consclousness
and it is on that we must build.

But there is anothe

i ot is more Basily seen if we look
;umriﬂmerianu labour movement, There
the world's most powerful working class
remains tied to the capitalist two-party
swindle. In America labour votes
capitalist,i.e,, Democratic. For this
reason, the formation of a labour party
based on the unions would be a great step
forward. Whether that party would have
a reformist or revolutionary programme
cannot be determined in advance. But_
that is not the point: the labour party is
a necessary class experience for the
American workers in their political
development along the road to inde_pend-
ent political action and the revolutionary
struggle for socialism,

Because the ALP is historically and struc-
turally based on the workers and their
unions it is — conservative and reformist
leadership not withstanding — qualitatively
different to the Liberal Party wihEE is
based totally on big business and serves
‘their interests alone. Because Labor is a
mass workers' party socialists must relate
to it. It can and does reflect pressures
from all the sectors of the mass move-
ment (the emergence of the Socialist
Left caucus in Victoria, the stand of the
Victorian ALP on abortion, etc.). The
workers don't see Labor as an "acknow-
ledged" weapon of capitalnot at all}
Advanced workers who see through Whit-
lam and Co want to stay in and fight for
a better policy, i.e., a socialist

programme,

Precisely because of Labor's relation to
the workers and the unions the ALP leader-
ship is limited in how far it can go in
curbing the general mass movement, In
times when the employers feel the need of
harsh and decisive measures they will

turn, not to the ALP, but to the Liberals
— the favoured dependable instrument of
parliamentary, democratic capitalism

in Australia,

Rejecting all forms of sectarianism,
revolutionary socialists must work in all
the mass organisations of the class, no
matter how reactionary their leaderships.

The masses of ordinary people will only
see the need for a socialist altemative

nam as soon as practicable",

It could be said that with the declaration
of this policy the Australian Labor Party
had made a significant break with prag-
matism and cold war mythology and was
for the first time since its stance on the
independence struggle of Indonesia, con-
siderably in advance of the mass of the
population, The voting public still rem-
embered Korea and before that the "loss"
of China to the Commumists, The ranks
ﬂctl' Lh;z ALP were not immume to this
ldeology, During the split in the
Calweﬁa nd his Ezllu:wsPhad had mpaprrg.rtc
that they were as anti-communist as the
founders of the Democratic Labor Party,

]

The policy declaration of 12 May 1966 was
the result of a compromise between the
Ideclogies and aspirations of a diversi

of forces, Calwell was the undisputed
leader by virtue of his solid support

from the left and the unw illingness of
some of the right to rock the boat in an
election year, The policy therefore

bore aspects of his position, which could
be said to be that Vietham Was American
folly and should not belong to Australia

as well, coupled with a more principled
Opposition to conscription, Chamberlain's
view was that the war was a war of natio-
nal liberation and "that no legal or moral
Justification exists for the presence of
foreign roops in Vietnam", ("The West-
ern Sun','April 1967, )

Whitlam and the right
: : and centre thought
the hlr-mle Vietnam affair was 3 rm'.-%--'*;li.1 i
. 1 o s
| i:l cif'hﬁ, Gwer‘nment dppears to have
ambled its way in without dppearing
E have eyen an inkling on what it
ﬁLt;ndCd to do", (Cyril s, Wyndham
S Gulﬂﬁri:iﬂ Suzcmtar}-, in "Australian
u..a‘:tg;]r Y ', June 1966, quoted in Playford
- nd Kirsner, "Australian Capitalism"
-E;gf‘:uf Books, 1972). They (Whitlam ;
1-,11; -0, ) Were of the view that g strong
T Opposition would lose them ‘q.."l.'_‘-'[-.._'.‘.‘..

when they test, In action
reformist leaders an
And we must go throug

thelr
them yw, |

wit 1em 50 that
can be drawn from ft, A tra

rallan polities is that for zo 1
gest forces on the left
such a concept — a by~

ALP BRASS

Stalinisation, Hence ﬂ_-?“,‘,':t ot}
the founding of the CPA it ,,,
and people like Whitlam ang pa,

dominate the labour mwgmm?ﬂkl?' criticlsms

. y ¥
Yigts feared that
left wing in the unfons and the
Demands for a , sliding scale of ware:
and hours, an immediate price 'ﬂlm %5
repeal of all anti-abortion laws. an

to the war, ete, , aren't just "hlm::;' !

as Garry Cousins says, but a

Our programme is aimed a¢ “?ltlllw
ALP, -

must reject

pr}?ig':}-.: rnmel of concrete dﬂmmm;- > obscure this
which an alternative left win -
will be built, People fight fo . Ademlp S0 LONG A

demands that relate to their T
needs, The function of a dﬁﬂply___ ;

TRADE UNION BASE EMBARRA SSES

tly top members of the ALP have
E:flt:?seﬂ trfde union leaders like Bob
Hawke for playing too large a role in
the ALP election campaign. They made

they sald, because they
the role of the unionists

would leave the Labor Party open to
rges of outside control, The ALP

such notions, the workers

a right to organise politically and
sznunt of bluster from the parties
of the exploiters must be allowed to

fact.

S THEY'RE WHITE

Attacking the ALP's immigration policy
recently, Federal Treasurer Spedden

to mobilise people in struggle, O nThe Liberal Party values the
gramme s g;ﬂ:d on the immedhzm'{?‘ ﬁnibutinn of migrants. " That is true,
of the workers and leads toward the st _t the Liberals have brought thousands of
lishment of socialism, R immigrants to this country, dumped
S X them in substandard housing in "migrant
Hewever, it is our firm opinjon that the hostels”, provided virtually no language
ALP cannot be transformed into 5 w ‘ classes, crowded immigrant children
utionary party. The leadership will m y into sub standard schools and in return
surrender. It would split the the immigrants have contributed to the

Party rathe;
than submit to a revolutiona b
leadership, g 13“‘1‘ .
# - th!_ﬂg
Garry Cousins implies that we estimatey
that a thorough-going social transformap.
ion can come about by parliamentary
means, Notatalll —but itis essentiy]
for us to utilise parliament and parlismegt.
ary elections as a means of reaching
people with our ideas, The current Fad.
eral elections are a tremendous opporten.
ity for socialists to reach masses of Labor
people and supporters with their ideas,
While the formula for this is "Labor to
power," we conduct a fighting cam
that aims to mobilise people in ﬂ:ﬁfﬁl
Thus the Socialist Youth Alliance
the Socialist Workers League campaign for
a Labor victory on the basis of a clags
struggle programme involving it for
workers'struggles, for women fi for
an end to their oppression, for blacks
struggling for self-determination, and .
s0 on,

fact that he

and the fact

Of property,

The return of Labor to power is onlya
beginning. Labor in office presents
socialists with a better opportunity to
expose the nature of the present leaders,
build a mass socialist alternative to them
inside the unions and the ALP, and build |
the revolutionary party which is needed
before workers'power and socialism
become a reality in Australia, ek I

' DAVE HOLMES

They were probably right, c*midldnl-_: k
the racist and chauvinist attitudes they"
attributed to the electorate. L

After all, 1966 was the year when the

ymasters of the Liberal Pa

1 of labour, which cannot be any-
but unskilled because of the
language training which is denied them;
clearly the Liberals value the contribut-
jon of, the immigrants greatly — so long
as their skins are white,

TO

MUNDEY CASE

a cheap

RED BAITING

The Sydney inner suburban newspaper,

"The Glebe" has recently been carrying
on a scurrilous smear campaign
the Mayor of Leichhardt City Council,
Nick Origlass. Every pretext has been
wed to attack Origlass, including the

a

gainst

has encouraged activities

against the building of expressways which
threaten to decimate the inner suburbs,

that for many years he was

a . An editorial in a recent
issue of "The Glebe" proclaims:
“The philosophy of Trotsky is destruction.

of body, of mind, of soul,

and of morals. " Aoyone familiar with
Trotsky's writings will recognise the

NSW Liberals narronly rejected an - Dear *"~‘*'=*mrm:le.ﬁ“I " i
electio ter depicting an Austra u y .
cuali:: g_rﬁsing ac.mssp Sydney Harbour hick Mundey is presently under a charge

Bridge a rickshaw containing a whip
wielding Chinese fondling a blun-.zn i
woman ("Sydney Moming Hlerald 'liu:
November 1966, quoted in "A'!E‘Uﬂtm_?
Capitalism"), They were right in
estimation of the attitude of the mlﬁ
only insofar as they assumed a cm:d
tion between the daily Editoriﬂlsﬂ:e o
the voting public and insofar as they

made outside

bmndreds

assumed that a forthright and unsw

committment to principles would oot : ::ﬂﬂnl at that

find any support among the workers Wa4 '!::;‘;ldnh 1
- dﬂ. -1 ity

look to them for guidanc : dileon,

Any illusions about a lﬁft tuvr:rﬂﬂ the :

part of the ALP were, hOWEVEL,

dispelled, On 13 May the ship Bg:;n. S ::::g ﬁ:ﬂ;ing

aroo was refused a crew, by the o t“Puhjlimn

tive of the Seamen's Union, to & iy

supplies to the Vietnam forces.

This
' support Jack Munde
Plic statements, an

of contempt of court, for statements he

the court after Jack Phillips

ind Bob Pringle were fined $500 each and
Pit on bonds of $1, 000 dollars to be of
8%d behaviour for three years,

committee, formed
, has issued two
sought and obtained

of signatures to both of these.

The statements and sign-
date were delivered on
3th October, to Attorney-

McCaw and Justice Minister
and copies were given to the

The daily press has pub-
at all about these state-

"The Australian" even refused
an advertisement of one of the

days later, when asked did he bel B¥E8 ; “mpaign, we a‘{:i :Tuis:h:: p;ﬁiiclslnf i‘:ur
that Australian seamen should bz 0 PEpared to publish the enclfxed Etanptiment
to man the ship, Cﬂlwe“ﬁ"’?“e ilﬂng with the signatories' names and ‘
don't believe any Australian sh s iddresses, We think this "Challe to
compelled to go to Vietnam. B“t}mgj A““‘-‘“'—‘}’-Geneml McCaw" (sl mr:slf
neither do I believe that any IECS mn‘i hud&d’ of people who i:lil‘«ttul:.:l:lE ano::riatt
the Australian community, the Iﬂ o) D! ﬂun"“l?ﬂ with the st.atemenuywhich
Union or anybody else, has ther e ek Mundey is alleged to have made and
prevent any of its members or &8 R for which he I being prosecuted) will
else from taking supplies to u:rur"iﬂ o h!.'lp €Xpose the obvious Ht:ic:a{ motiv-
in the field if they want to g9 ' :nﬁdonhebi&hmd the }msecugonn of Mundey,
Qour
I have outlined i}l'lllr' one small pﬂﬂd’ AIHH G-P Cal'ﬂP-'liEn to thware the .

in this history of the Australian 14
Party's attitude towards the Vietndis
conflict and conscription, and EVES
that outline is all too brief. But' of
would submit that an understanding S5
1is period is essential to the develop= ;I'
ment of an adequate critigue of
Australian Labor Party.

(Lack of Space

Whole List the
Contacred ,

Overnment's {ntention to jail him,

Yours sincerely,

R, Pringle

Convenor,

Prévents us printing the
Defence Committee may
t Rm, 28, Trades Hall-Ed. )

EDITOR

Omﬂ;u of the capital
and time again he rgjeﬂg‘t{l:&i?!:ag:
A order could be achieved by
cummltﬂ.:g acts of destruct-
lon in isolation from € masses of the
People, such acts he considered aould
only isolate socialists from the mass of the
the working people. ; g

“The Glebe" 3150 attem
blame for a recent fire
mill in Glebe on anti-expressway actiy-
ists. Two men were killed in the fire
In fact the fire resulted from the g3y’
that the area of Glebe in which the fact-
ory is located is at Present largely com
osed of derelict houses ag 2 resuls of t:hep-
Department of Main Roads baving bought
houses and made them uninhabitable
by half wrecking them and leaving the
Piles of rubble, The
constitute g
hazard and there have been ?::;alllmﬁres
in the area in recent months, The DMR
refuses to remove the fire hazards which
it has creatkd, . insisting instead that the
area will not be safe until large numbers
of houses will be demolished, It is
attempting to overcome the resistance

of local regidents making the
area unlivable. by g the whole

to lay the
a disused flowr

SLL CHALLENGES HARRY M. MILLER

The Socialist Labour League, a small
sectarian group claiming to be Trotskyist
unable to recruit to its political mme
has recently taken to organising apolitical
Stunts in an attempt to draw young workers
into its orbit. It has taken to organising
dances and sports afternoons which they
hope will attract young people in a way
which their sectarian politics will never
be able to do. If their recent dance in
Redfern is any indication, this attempt

to make contict with the masses will

flop just as miserably as their political
activities. The Redfern function attract-
ed 30 people, most of whom were SLL
members. Apparently the SLL was

CHALLENGE TO ATTORNEY-GENERAL
McCAW

We the undersigned believe that the
charge of contempt of court against Mr,
Jack Mundey is a political and racist act,
We affirm that we believe that, in the
trial of Jack Phillips and Bob Pringle on
malicious damage to goalposts in July
1971, Judge Head's penalty was:

a) a miscarriage of justice;

b) that Judge Head acted in a racist

manner
c) that the action of workers walking off

the job, solidarity from the Black
community and union threat of a
national stoppage mplged the Judge send-

ing the two men to jail.

NO SPLIT

Comrade Editor,

After reading references to
the activities of the §,U.C.C. in the
October 13 issue of "D,A.", ] am
writing to discourt any suggestions of a
split in the Club. Your university
correspondent seems to base assertions

of splits on indications which he b
claims appeared in recent editions c
our weekly news-sheet "Red Letter".
While ituamﬂ;a us &::s;:zmtua

ecting one .
tﬁa;a?faﬁiimcg onto others we never-
theless trust that you will grant us space
to replytntheumm‘ﬂm e

Firstly the fact that anum
our leaflets early in the term :lwl i
authorisation of "L, Trotsky" does
we believe, conflict with our ::rcn;
held opposition to the moder 'Imkr-um :
ist" ideology. While recogn e

as a great revolutionary uf o
and architect of the Red Army we 1eel

universa Ll :
I:?: t:gv.:lb:imfgolhhnl dJn;ng :

i

BTN s

Another precccupation of the SLL is
turning up to anti war and women's
liberation actions (actions which they
refise to su ) and attempting to
photograph gﬂ and CPA members in the
sime picture. According to the SLL such
plctures "prove” that the politics of SYA
4ré centrist or contain adaptations to
Stalinism, Distortion of photographic
material has been used to ad lies in
the socialist movement he&. Stalin was

4n exceptionall iclent e
i ot y proficlent exponent of

UNIQUE?

Reporting the annual " Tribume"
the October 31 issue of the CPA paper
"Tribune"” gays that in his speech,
Communist Party National Secretary
Laurie Aarons "recalled the unique role

of "Tribune"” in the ant war struggle, "
This comment is a little puzzling,

" Tribune's" role has not been unique in
its consistently putting forward a position
which reflected a clear understanding of
the war, Nor has it been unique in that
the CPA has been the only group confused
by the recent developments in Vietnam,
Perhaps what the CPA National Secretary
meant was that the "Tribume" and the
CPA have held more different opinions
and analyses of the war than any other
group or paper. The CPA has put forward
positions as vatied as : ""Stop the Bombing-
Negotiate", "Victory to the NLF", "Peace
Now" and even "Out Now". Its position
at the present time is to call for Nixon

te "Sign Now". The only way the CPA's
role in the anti war movement could be
considered unique would be the manner in
which it has consistently, fallen for each
DEW manoeuvre of the imperialist polit-
icians and because of this, spread illusions
which have helped diffuse the anti war
movement, Some might characterise

the CPA's role as "unique", a more
dccurate description however would be
"opportunist”,

LIBERALS STEP UP PRE-ELECTION
UNION BA SHING

dinner,

In an attempt to employ a variation of
the traditional Liberal Party red scare
election tactics, NSW Premier Askin has
threatened to launch a Royal Commission
toinvestigatethe functioning of the
Builders Labourers Federation. Askin

same thing with the writings of Stalin.
We see many of Trotsky's critcisms of
Stalinism in the 1930's as being form-
ally comrect but believe that as long as
Socialists tie themselves to 30 year old
controversies and continue to look to
outdated quarrels which grew out of
historical situation quite different from
our own for set answers to to-day's
problems their influence on the masses
will remain mar 1. The task which
confronts us is to formulate a strategy
for the challenge of the 1970's,
We did not say, a:tz':m
correspondent suggested, that
policy of the Communist Party has been
wrong for the last 50 years. We see
riods of both success and failure in
ﬁhl:torfhutwbat we did say is that
unlike other left groupings in Australia
the C.P . A, has no illusions about
having the definite line for the achieve-
ment of Socialism but is now only in
the process of formulating a far-reach-
ing policy based on an objective anal-
ysis of Australian conditions, By this
we mean that the mouthing of revol-
utionary sounding cliches does not
indicate a real revolutionary force but
rather history shows that it is those who
are prepared to leave the safe backwater
of dogmatism and embark upon a rig-
ourous marxist analysis of the present
situation who have been most successful,
Finally, as regards Interna-
tionalism, the S.U.C.C. like the Com-
munist of Australia proudly upholds
this principle as wec understand it. For
us Internationalism does not mean slav-
ishly following the line of overseas
parties be they Russian, Chinese or
American, We give full support to all
anti-imperialist forces and on numerous
.occasionswthose in the forefront of the
battle against imperialism have expres-
sed appreciation of C,P.A, support. We
continue to hold, however, that the best
way to help these comrades is to build a
Sociali st Australia,

Far from having splits the
5.U.C.C, is, at the present time grow-
ing in numbers and becoming more
active, | hope that these few points will
serve to. for yourself, and in the
minds of readers, the actual pos-
observations of your correspondent.

ren-  claims that because the men

chose to elect a Communist (CPA member|
Jack Mundey) as secretary of the unton,
it is "Communist dominated”, If 4
capitalist is elected, democracy
prevails, if a ommunist is elected the
democratic process has been perverted,

BLACKS IN QUEENSLA ND

A report by the Queensland Institute of
Medical Research recently tabled in the
Queensland Parliament states that black
people living on the state government
communities on the Edward and Mitchell
Rivers suffer from severe overcrowding,
poor health and a high death rate, The
Teport goes on to reveal that at the
Mitchell River settlement 546 people
live in 69 three bedroom houses, 50¢% -
shared their quarters with more than 3
nine people. Almost none of the Black
children at the settlement slept in their
own beds and it was common for younger
children to share their parents' room and
bed. In one case a grandmother shared

a bed with five grandchildren.

Maloutrition at the settlement was general
and because of the living conditions,
epidemics of infectious diseases were :
frequent. As yet Bjelke-Petersen's

government has not commented on the

report,

POLITICAL CENSORSHIP OF ABC ¥

The latest move toward political censor- e
ship of the ABC was announced recently.

The ABC management plans to break up -
the current affairs programmes "This 4]
Day Tonight" and "Four Comers”, The

main reason behind the move is pressure

from Liberal, Country Party and DLP

politicians who have been embarassed i ]
by some of the ABC's political reporters. i
The programmes will be broken up into
state segments 5o that their scope will
no longer encompass regular reports of
Federal politics,

BASHING BLACKS TOO TAME

The Queensland Police Union is pressing i -
for the arming of the state's 3, 200 {4
police. Apparently the noble upholders 5
of the law are getting bored with bashing
black people and drunks, they need an

occasional shooting to lighten the tedium.

- » « STEVE PAINTER

D.A. REPLIES _,:

Brian McGahen is quite correct to point {
out that the experience of the revolution- \
ary movement in the past cannot be

applied mechanistically in analysing

present situations, There are however

alternatives between looking mechanis-

tically to the past for solutions and turn-

ing one's back on history because the

lessons it has to offer are unpalatable,

Why does the writer say, as if it is

a good thing,"that e other left group-
ings in Australia the CPA has no illusions
about having the definite line for the
achievement of socialism?" Could it

be that he thinks that there is nothing
wrong with the fact that after a

of more than 50 years the CPA still has
not arrived at an analysis of Australian
capitalism which enables it to offer
decisive leadership in the struggle for
socialism? Could it be that he, like
many others in the CPA, having rejected
the "dogma" of Marxism is floundering
belplessly in the morass of bourgeois
liberalism unable to understand the role § 1
which the past plaain shaping the MR
present? Could it be that he doas not ' &
understand the reasons behind the uninterr-
upted decline of the CPA since the early
195057+ Could it be that in rejecting
Stalinism, the CPA by refusing to exam-
ine the role of Tro seriously,

made itself unable to understand why it
should not also reject the whole exper-
ience of the revolutionary socialist
movement junking, in its attempts to
break with Stalinism, the Leninist

concept of the party as well as large
slabs of Marxist theory?

The paragraph in D,A, 28 that the
Communist Club takes exception to was
not very serious in suggesting that there
ire merely makdag the poiat, tat
were merely m t
seems to ha}':rn escaped E’E:n ah
that the CPA does not have a political
line. The CPA at the present time
avoids splitting by refusing to
ing positions on most of

-
e o ——
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BY GORDON ADLER

The struggle for land reform, democratic
freedoms, and national independence in
Indochina has been long and bitter, and
since 1930 has taken the form of armed
insurrection interrupted by short intervals
of unstable cessation of military conflict,
One imperialist power after another has
sought to impose its rule on Indochina

by armed force. In every case the im-
perialist armies have been defeated by
the popular liberation forces, and in
every case the imperialist powers have
then attempted to maintain their control
over the area by diplomatic means, by
obtaining compromise agreements backed
up by the strength of outside powers less
interested in justice for the Vietnamese
than in the preservation of the status quo
throughout the world.

M e

e e ——
-

Until 1936 the Communist Party of Indo-
china Bad called for the direct seizure

of power by the workers and peasants,
but in 1936 it replaced this slogan with
the aim of an Indochinese Democratic
Front embracingall the democratic,
anti-fascist elements in the country,
including sections of the French colon=
ial population. This was a response to
the decision of the S h Congress of
the Communist International calling for
the formation of popular front alliances
between Commumist parties and sections
of the bourgeoisie opposed to fasci

The formation of a popular front gov-
emment in France strengthened the
illusion that a "patriotic", or "national”
bourgeoisie existed in various comtries,
and that this national, patriotic, "good"
bourgeoisie was prepared to ally imelf
with the working class and fight against
the international, imperialistic, “bad"
bourgeaisie represented by fascism.,

The political differences between the
various sections of the capitalist class,
however, did not arise from any mere
sentiments of nationalism, or fram

fear of Hitler, but from real differences
in nﬁu:;;mnt of the most effective
means of preserving their power in a
world deep in the grip of economic
depression and stirred by revolutionary
cuTents among the working classes,
Could capitalism be preserved best by
Tesorting to the open terror of naziem,
ar by making a temporary alliance

EEEREReZa EREzzO e
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u!'ed-a,imw 'enzmy in Japanese

‘ism, which had come top:n agreement

‘with the French colonists, The French

gﬂmmﬂ 1o a| the country with

: ald of the Japanese a of occupat-
; and the country was plundered in the

ggle. savage repression b
the Japanese Vietmamese mvoluxign
o ed, and in 1945 with the defeat
Japan the French government recog-
nised the victary of the liberation forces
and agreed to the formation of a

WHY AUSTRALIAN SOCIALI
CONCESSIONS EX

it

o
B

|

settlement, in return for the evacuation
of the large Chinese army. The new
nation was to be an independent state
within the French Union on similar lines
to the independence of India and Burma.

No soaner had the Chinese left, hawever,
than French colonial rule was reestab-
lished, and a pericd of nine more years
of revolutionary war commenced.

During this phase the French colonial
regime resorted to every form of brutality
Ikmown to the exploiting classes, who had
clearly profited from the example of
their ill-fated Nazi tutors. The French
government expended enormous resources,
and employed an army of 250,000 men
supported by massive artillery and air
power, But by 1954 this army had been
defeated, militarily, on the battlefield,
and on May 7 a major section of this
army, surrounded by the Viet Minh,
surrendered at Dien Bien Phu. French
military power in Indochina had been
broken, and the victory of the revolution-
ary armies gave promise of the realisation
of the goals of national independence and
land reform at last.

The story of the international manoeuv-
ring that finally led to the Geneva con-
ference of 1954, and the means by which
people of Indochina were cheated is long
and complex, but its fundamental feature
is that the Geneva agreements were forced
on the Indochinese by the intervention of
outside powers. In accord with their
policy of peaceful coexistence the Sovie.
Union and Poland joined with Canada

and Britain in imposing a settlement on
the people of the former French colonies,
The United States, specifically, did not

revolution in Indochina
and U, S, interests were cl, 2
those of French colonl.au;:ely linked to

The Geneva agreement
drawal of the armies :E ;e
two zones

quired the with-
oth sides int

in the north and the sauth, t;s
Ty measure the conyen-

whole of

e To-  areas to French admin
Hpmmm lmlmmm;:wh::em by forced to do this by the Gen::; s
mm}&ﬁomlin 5 irl; Proposed elections, of cwf,w:?m

comtry at the time, and the new
government aﬁued 10 a return of French
oops in small numbers as part of the

" SELF-DETERMINATI

accords were violate

ive action by either without any effect-

the Soviet Union or

RACTED FROM THE Vi

GENEVA 1054, PARIS 19

oTS SHOULD NOT LEND THEIR SUPPORTH

|

ETNAMESE

by any of the other powers that lud.
guaranteed the agreements, and ths.-‘
United States assumed the role of the
chief imperialist power in South East
Asla.

; id the Soviet Union allow the Viet-
:;ze?e revolution to be thwarted at the
very moment of its victory in bat?lc at
Dien Bien Phu? Why did it lend its o
weight to the imposition of SECOrI LIS
on the Viet Minh? Why did it fail to
mobilise world opinion against the United
States when the Geneva accords were
broken, the elections uncellcd'and the
puppet regime established in Saigon unde
American protection ? Throughout those
years the main emphasis of the peaceful
coexistence line was the ayoidance of
world war, which, it contended, must
necessarily inyolve nuclear weapons.

War with the United States had to be
ayoided at all costs. But the encourage-
ment of aggression by yielding to the
demands of imperialism has been shown,
many times, to increase, rather than to
diminish the danger of nuclear war. Had
the Soviet Union, at any time, made it
absolutely clear to the United States and
to the whole world that an attack on the
Democratic Republic of Vietnam, or the
engagement of U, S. military forces in
the Indochinese revolutionary struggle,
would be met by military retaliation
against the United States with all the
means at its disposal, would the U, S.
have dared to have sent troops to Viet-
nam 7 Had the Soviet Union made this
declaration in 1963 would the U, S, have
mdertaken the bombing of North Viet-
nam ? Had it made the same commit-
ment in 1970 would the United States

Geneva Conference, 1954

have attempted the invasions of Laos

or Cambodia ? The National Liberation
Front forces stood poised for a military
victory over the Saigon army in 1963
before the massive escalation of the war
by the United States, It was only the
iatervention of the United States that
protracted the war, and it s only the
pﬁsence of U, S, military forces that has
allowed the Saigon gOVermment to exist,
that the Soyiet Union

certdin simple

Where are t‘;le Vie
thelr alrcrafe
thelir bases in
anti-aircrafe
to the air

uestions must be asked,
Vlei\:lurnesc bombers
carriers, their minefields
neighbouring lands, their
mwl:;isﬁl}l‘ih; numbers equal
eir enem: e
i}.:_bt‘l::,guir political Support 7 th: i-.-.n\swh e
Hiniis dti?t?led in Moscow and Peking
Yy after the H.]lphﬁng mining?

The antiwar
onwards, hag
demand‘ the
military for,

movement,

ldﬁpted, as
Withdrawg]
ces of the U,

from 1966

S. and its alljes

, everyone can now forge

INDER US. ATy

from Indochina. This is gj)) the
ciple issue of the struggle, The
States has no right to be in Vie
e, in the antwar MmOovement
recognise any right of the Un.(:'e‘
to impose a sertlement on the
Indochina. Our demand s the j
principled demand the antj =y

War moy.
ment can adopt, We sa
the United States; GET 5'U'?§n‘:v}f; 19

agreements the national lihguﬂenm
are forced to make through milj L
economic, and political pmm:q
cannot avoid, our duty is clear \5"
make no demands on the Indoci';i, b
whatever, \We direct our dnmaa&:
aggressor state, AL U.S, toomopy |
NOW is still the most vital and the pa |
principled demand the we can “ §
and it is still the demand capable of
mobilising the greatest forces in Suppen
of the Indochinese liberation forces,

The nine-point peace

provides for the withdrapfvoaﬁllf?hh
but only on the condition that the ;‘ﬁa
regime forms part of the coalition
ment. It guarantees the right of the
Saigon forces to remain armed, and [y
possession of the areas they now hold,

It is NOT an agreement arrived at the
Vietnamese themselves, Itisa uth-
ment. IMPOSED on them by agreemest
among the great powers, It calls fors
return to the Geneva agreement, itseliz
unjust settlement imposed on the Vietus-
ese by outside powers, a settlement that
divided the country and created the sesdt
of further armed conflict.

The nine-point plan is an unjust com-
promise settlement. It will not solye
the political problems of the war, and
can only provide the basis for a further
protracted and bloody phase in the struggh]

The Communist Party of Australia, the
Worker Student Alliance, the Commm-
ist League, and other sections of the anti-
war movement, have criticised this stand,
and have claimed that we are trying to
tell the Vietnamese how to conduct their
struggle, Such a claim could only be
made by people who have lost all capac-
ity for objective analysis of political
events. We do not criticise Hano for
entering into an agreement with the
United States under all the pressures to
which the Hanoi regime is subjected.
What we do say is that frrespective of
what they have been forced to accept &
a compromise, it is our clear obligaties
to mobilise the antiwar movemeat
to apply pressure on the United States
force it out of Indochina, The Bol ol
were forced to accept the treaty of BrefS
Litovsk over the barrels of the Germaasy
guns, but Lenin sharply criticised ibl:r
socialists who hailed the agtum""'
victory for peace. ]

The CPA has made much of the rels
of the Saigon regime to sign the I-#I:“‘
ments, and has called for an antiwal

i the 4lo
campaign against Thieu under
"SIGN", But the Thieu regn?:a I

pawn of the United States. :
only so long as this serves Nixon lm
The Thieu regime is no real obstacle 19
the Its refusa eralid
on to confuse and divide the it
es further, The capitalist prest
poured out a barrage of lies 1o dm‘ﬂi’w
people that the war is over, an
t the napd
bombing of the dykes, the I‘D’ﬁ‘:‘:
all the horrors of the last forty YERREg
The war has not yet ended; Mmﬂi
of the United States for a settle e
been raised, the bombing continuess
the
The call for a campaign to foree
Thieu regime to sign the agreem!ﬂ

diversion, and an extremely B0
unprincipled diversion at th“;.'hﬂ
is still the main objective of £

movement, and the march an
1B is still as importantas any 48
march in the past,
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