WCE PEN

SOUTHERN ADVOCATE FOR

vhe frst Warld War, and from there
ot sbart enthusingtic adherence
poyoty of Lenin to an “ultra-left-
oo on, fivst from within, after-
Qs ot witheut the party, and from
coe e ther on, durving the last 20
veoorg, Lo new positive which seems to
v inomany ways similar te your pre-
covt tendeney as veflected by your issue
S Deeember, 1947 —the  last, so far,
I have =cen. I think, however, that
v oonoare mare oy less aware of all the
wvant shodes of the present develop-
~t, vud  thus  probably know more
g me than T eould tell you in a shorvt

- 1 should not neglect, though, to

i vou that T enjoyed your reprinting
veview  of Trotsky’s book, and so

v tdeecs by Mattick and Pannckoek.

* new [ should be busy writing a ve-
+ o of the English edition of Panne-
Veoexeellent criticism of Lenin’s phi-
'y (o the Western Socialist,  Yet
s iU diTieult to do so, since T said

> 52t of the things I had to say in my
lier review of the German text that
ceaved in Vol IV, No. 5, of “Living
Lterxism,” in 1938, If T wanted to
aonvove on that now, after 10 years, I
v.ould have to deal with the newest at-
<ok of Positivism against Marxism thzt
_ . contained in K. R. Popper’s two vol-
“raes on The Open Soctety and Iis
Iswmies that appeared in  London
<« woree Routledge and Sons Ltd.) in
©y, and which T got only now, after it
7 been reprinted in 1947, 1 find this
hook very loathsoma, however, though it
is ably written and has made a deplor-
ably strong impression on some former
leftists  of  the  Pannekoek-Mattick
stamp,  Thus I find it difficult to make
me read it through, and this again, up
t. now, has kept me from writing the
1eview I had promised both to Mattick
ard the V.8, for the purpose of pro-
meting the sale of Pannekoek’s valuable
heok,  If and when I write the review
I shall send vou a copy forthwith, since
“ je quite possible that the W.S. will
f.l my review “too academical and too
eonfused” again—as they did in regard
te my review of Trotsky's book, and I
reatly eannot blame them for thinking
<« from their own particular viewpoint.
I am ahsorbed. at present, in two dif-
ferent Lind of sindies, tvhich will up-
peur fivst in the German language, and
fiv which I try to trace both the final
e ults of the “Marxist” era of the
vorkers’ movement’ to the original the-
i owd practice of Marx: 1) before,
arving and after 1848; 2) during the
p# vind of the W.M.LA. in the 60’s and
Tve, TN osend you copies of what is
1+uly as soon as I manage to translate
i+ into English. (In case you can get
G man MSS. translated down under,
i send you quite a selection of new
¢nd old writings which might be of in-
{+ rost tn you—~but I am afraid that can-
1+t be done, and it is well nigh impos-
sitde for me to get copies of my English
v itingsg of the last 10-15 yecars mysclf.)

T

1'Ve have written and told K. K. that"

it can he done by two comrades in Mel-
Vogepe, K, J. Kenafick is patrticularly
@' .o, and is also intensely interested in
t-inning be has a Bakunin book now
" he press-—Yditor, ) :

'n  econneetior  with the above de-
< hed studies T plan to write on the
1 oavies of Bakunin, and more particu-
Jo v wn bis thenry of the State as pre-

sented in a ook of 1873 which is widely
unknown and does not exist in any non-
Russian edition exeept in one of the
Spanish editions whieh is nearly unoh-
tainable, too.
time hefore I overcome the linguistie
difficulties. I learnt Spanish now, and
can read the Spunish translation my-
self, but I nced help for the original
Russian  version, and I have to get
photostatie copics of it because I can
borrow the book itself only for a limited
peviod, which is nearly exhausted.
There ave a few articles in which I
dealt with the subject in the German
periodical DNie Altion in 1928 and and
1031, but they have not been translated.
So I was quite glad when Lain Diez
sent me his article on the Interpretation
of the Paris Commune, and 1 transtated
it into English myself, first from a
French transiation, and now from the
Spanish original version, which turned
out to be far bLetter than the French
version. 1 also made a few changes,

with the consent of the author (whom’

1 do not know in person). I enclose a
copy of this article with a view to pub-
lication in your paper if you think that
you can do so. In spite of certain ob-
vious shortcomings, I think that the
Jittle article is .well written and ap-
proaches certain important questions in
a manner which might interest people
who have not yet freed themselves from
the Marx-Lenin-Trotsky legend to the
same extent os you or I might claim it
for ourselves.~Comradely greetings,
Karl Korsch.

INTERPRETATION OF
THE COMMUNE

By Loin Diex (Santiago di Ghile)

1. The 28th of May, 1871, marks the
end of an episode that shook European
society and the whole world—the Com-
mune of Paris. Since then, humanity
has been shaken by 50 much more tell-
ing blows and disasters that this epi-
sode appears to be of secondary signi-
ficance if it is judged only by its mater-
ial proportions and the spectacular feat-
ures of the events, However, from the
ruins of 1871 there emerged 2 myth thet
gave nourishment to the revolutionary
oplimism for three-quarters of a cen-
tury, that inspired beautiful columns
and presided over the works of great
creators of ideas and history.

On the contrary, from the catastrophe
of the second World War there remains
nothing but desolate ruins and a pes-
simism invading the hearts and finding
its theoretical expression even in the
programs of those parties and individ-
uals who had looked at the proletarian
revolution as the culmination of their
strugeles and as a long-contemplated
denourment. TFor this reason, it is good
to dive once more into the record of the
Commune, and, across the classical in-
terpretations to. velease the brief and
heroic pages of this memorable episode.

2. In spite of the impending schism
of the Tirst International, the two
camps, that of Marx, as well as that of
Bakunin, emhraced with equal fervor
the cause of the Commune, and, by a
paradoxieal identity of evaluation, both
acknowledged the great import of the
movement,  Bakunin took over the de-
fence of the revolution against Mazzini,
who in the colunms of his just crented

Thus it will take some.

journal, Roma del Popolo, vinle
unceasingly atlacked the Coree”
whieh he saw nothing bot »
movement  without goal or .o
The importance of Bakunin's
tation lics in the fact that he o
the socialist opinion of the f.tin .
tries  (Italy, Switzerland, Snoom
T'rance) what Marx did with oo
War In France for the socialint rie
of Germany, England, and the (7
States). (1)

3. Naturally, Pakunin ryerarvds
Commune as a movement in the 0
tion of his own anarchist foderal
#1 am a partisan of the CopvnaneU
wrote in June, 1871, “Lecawie afler ™
ing been crushed and drowned in W
by the hangmen of the monarehis' .
clerical reaction, it was vebhooop
meightier in  the imagination 2o
heart of the Furopean pro'etavint: !
its partisan, most of all, Hheeause 30
been a bold and very outspoken mw
tion of the Stite.” (Ocuvres 1V, 24
Indeed, the Commune, by nepatine ¢
State and  the established auijosi
and proclaiming the auntonomy of =n
groups, vepresented  a federadizm 4
seenred a maximum of libertices for o
individual anits.  “The social orde:
the future,” claims Bakunin, “can o’
be established from the bottom o *%
top, that is, through the free arsoci
tion and federation of the wovrkers, fir
into associations, then into comuunitic
districts, nations and, lastly, intn
great international and universal fedc
ration.”” (Oeuvres IV, 264.)

4, We recognise in these words tiv
jdeal of Proudhon, who counted not -
few followers among the French mili-
tants of the International; but Bakuni
adds n counception of his own in vegard
to the revolutionary development. The
logic of the cvents obliged the deno-
cratic and Jacohinie leaders to adon!
themselves to the program of the ro-
cialist  minority. “Those  generous
Jacobins,” remarks Balkunin, “at the
head of whom we naturally find Deles-
clnze, great soul and great charucter,
longed ardently above cverything clse/
for the triumph of the revolution; and
since there ean be no revolutions with-
out masses, and as the masses to-day
are entirely possessed by a socialist in-
stinet, and can no longer make any
other but an economice and social vevo-
Jution, the Jacobins in allowing them-
sclves in good faith to be earvied away -
more and morve by the logic of the revo-
Jutionary movement werve at last uncon-
sciously  converted . into  socialists.”
(Ocuvres 1V, 256.)

5. The most remarvkable representa-
tives of anarchivm sided wnreserveldly
with this judgment of the Commune,
To Kropotkin, “the revolution of 1871
was above all a popular revolution, It
was the achievement of the people it-
self, it sprang spontancously from the
masses, and it is among the preat
masses of the people that it found its
defenders, its hevoes, its martyrs, . . .
At the same time, the spirvit that ronsed
it was the idea of the social revolution,
certainly vague and  perhaps  uncon-
scious, but nevertheless an effort to enin
at last, after a hundred years of strup-
gle, the true liberty, the real equality
for all men. . . . Communal independ-
ence was only a means for the neopie
of Paris, the soein! revolution awis s
roal.” (Pamphlet, ed. Lovdon, 18000
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. The anarchists; in particular those ~‘actually doné by the Commune in spite ;'

‘the famous - Federation - Jurassienne,

“whom' belonged 'J Gulllaume, the his- ¢

riann of the International,”and a vio-
t enemy- of Marx, manifested a grent
rprise iniface bf the:attitude taken by *
m,.and they coiild not: understand that
_defended the Commune, -and even less .”
at-he 'described it as’a- proletanan and”’
cial" ‘revolution. . *In" their view, the *
ymamune meant “the negatxon of- all that !
arx, stood for, and .Bakunin went.so-
r-as to. unpute “to0 . this "great: revolu-
omary -the quite natural but . petty de-
re to profit by.theé: ‘enthusiasm- that 1t
iled forth among the: proletariat.
“The effect of the Communal’ msurrec-

on,”. “wrote Bakumn, ‘“made: such gi- >

ntic nnpressxon everywhere that even
e Marxists, whose“every idea is ne- -
«ted- by :this revolutlon,h found .them- :

lves conpelled to pay: “homage “to "it.*"
hey .went even farther,*and, contrary

. all logic:and ‘to: thelr own. 1nner ‘sen-
ment, they: made common fcause “with
8- ;

,xmcal

ne. Nothmg ‘else remamed for them -
- they did “not'i wantr:to sbe” ‘repudiated -
y all, so strong 'was: -the ‘surging - pas-:’

on that this- revolutxon ‘called forth.in
e whole world.”si% (Quoted by G\lll‘
ume, L’Intematwuale 1 1920) J And
uillaume himself; "'lmprovmg on’-him:

The Commune tha “was'a, protestatlons tion”- (the sword  used by. Rosa" L -
f.the: federalist’idéashad nothing:in - osa Luxem

ommon - with < the soclahst ‘state o

Vo].ksstaat . which the Marxist - soclalk

emocrats mscnbed on ‘theéir banners.” -
.7.:Strange error-of Guillaume, as the
rogram of the social democrats was not .

Larxist, - not even.iat *the time of the

‘ongress of Gotha in- ‘1875 that -united -

he two currents composing the- workers" ;.
novement m Germany ‘that'of Lassalle,. .

vho died in’ 1864,  the ‘most important
me, and that of. Liebknecht.and Bebel, :

vho - professed - adherence “to .the teach--

ngs of Marx.’i The:latter, sharply-eri-
icised the theoretlcal ‘concessions .of his.’
artisans, as:well as’ Aheir-craving for .
ity “at - all costs LeiHey expressed “at =
he same time -and’in"conformity Wwith.
1is evaluation-of-the’Commune an.ifrre- .

lucible opposition +to - the: :State . whose

ntervention he ‘rejects;in ‘all: fields; and .

specially in those
vhe co-opératives .

~4%What -‘should: ‘be  en 1rely.re3ected is?
ari ‘education -of .4 ‘the : people “by: ‘the -

~educatlon and_ ‘of

State.! . . . Onthe. contrary, the. Govern-

ment “and the. Church:imust: be’equally;
sxcluded - from -any. influence: upen - the:
gchools.” ": ‘Marx’does:not.even’ tolerate

the mterventxon .6f thé:State iin the co-:

These latber *have: value'”
far,as they-are mdependent
creatjons -of the:workers;'and are ‘not |
fostered either by the governments or."
‘And -in:order to
doubt: in-regard-to -his -anti-
against-the unification

operatwes.
only in"so

by :the bourgemsxe..
leave no
Statism, he rages

rogram . as' desplte its - democratic:
Enngx;mgs, "t .4s’%tainted ;through and
through ‘with:"the servile belief - of - the

Lassallean sect in;, “the Stata” 1 -(2) -
.[Servile belief ..
t6 Marx's’ German ,phlase,
 subjection’ -of .the’ State—KK g
-8, In the o;;_posn‘,e camp,
‘eives proof of:a
g;'ehenls’xon of - the  anarchist. position..
'“But_what  is” shll

the correctness.of

much’:-

:in-the State is closer
.and - seems "
somewhat stronger, too,:than ‘behef or:

Engels, too, .
strange "lack of com-- ..

»more-remarkable: is’:
80 ¥ tchza.'cr was

of , its Blanquist. and. Proudhonist com-
position. Natuarally ‘the Proudhoms‘s
.were c}ueﬂy responsible for the eeono-,
- mic decreés of: the: Commune, for: those

“that_are pralseworthy as well as’those - A

"that are not, ‘and ‘the Blanquists were -
-.responsible - for . the:
“ments and fallures ~"And in both cases .
“the.irony: of history-decreed—as usual-

ly 'happens when ‘doctrinaires take the @
:7helm, of :the :State—that both did' the

4opp051te ‘of what ‘the’ doctrmes
“schools - presectibed.”’ - (3.) £ -
-9.. This pecuhar‘ 1dent1tv of ‘the " eri
.terion.used in’confronting the acts with:

:the . theories 'of the.adversary, results
‘from ‘a- mistaken “estimate. of ‘the rela-. . -
* tive importance of the doctrines and the =

enperlence, f.e;; ‘'of  the revolutxonary
; prdctice. It .Has become:an everyday
‘word to’ say ‘with® Trotsky: “It .is the
program that makes the party. -(and not’
he reverse) - The idea, ‘the theory,
-thus.:: al]owed ‘to’ .occupy a ‘pre-’
mment place qat the. cost of the’senti
‘ment, of the 'nstmct -and. the will:o
h - of their’. spontaneous” ac

fso far as Lenin,-who did not hide his '

of ‘spontaneity.” 7+ Rosa Luxemburg, ‘on
the.contrary,* regarded the “‘self-activa-:

burg)-of the' masses as the fundar.ental’

condition :of uccess i the revolutlonary
fight." SO b

75510,

© 'We' must’ remember th

< to"its own: Tesources,’.can

“trade-umomst consciousness, - i.e.;~.the
: conviction of .-the .need ‘to group *uself ""

- into - assoclatlons, ‘to . fight'.a battle
" against “the boss,” to demand from_the

B
'governmeni such or.such a’ ]aw that is sis according to which “the ‘main sozial

- needed for:the workers, etc.”:

“And he:!
proceeds to an-even more extreme posv-'.'

“tion by :.adding; -further down, in a’-
. peremptory manner, that “in Russia‘the ..

- theory ‘of “thé <social- democracy deve- °
Z'loped . quxte -independently “from': the -
- spontaneous " currents of" the -workers’
.movement; . it. arose’ as a natural and in-
-evitable consequence from the, ideolog-
k -ical development " of the revo]utlonary
- gocialist. 1ntelhgentsxa (4}) #-.-On thisy
" ‘subject - one may" “also” consult the two. -
v essays. of Rosa Luxemburg, Leninism or
“Marxism?:and:The Russian -Revolution.
¢ - and the ‘additional evidence presented by

5 ~Sprenger in' h1s<‘remarkab1e essav about »

Bolshevxsm.
Y711 % Intor der 'support this- dualist”
..concept -of ‘the <socialist - - development,
¢ his-theory of the co-existence and of 'the

:ment .and ‘of : the"ideology, -Leninileans-
;on_the: authority.<of : Kautsky, who had
“theng’. Just ‘stated -his' opinion~on- this
" point, - “connection *with 4 proposed
change of ‘the: platform of -the Austrian’’
. party.’: -The views quoted by “Lerin in”
11902 from Kautsky’s article in Die Neue
Zczt (\ol XX"'}LQOI 0 pp. 68ff) run as -
llows: v 70

sciousness. is.made to appear as a’.
s “direet sand necessary result of the
e proletanan class struggle. But this
:-is incorreet. ;. . The modern social-
L ist consclousness can only arise on
“the basxs vof & profound scxentxﬁc

i

_political ‘achieve- ° ~

= In- practxce, Trotsky.- never went

,;' sceptxclsm in.respect to the workers’ in-."
itiative and his contempt of the “adorers =

;. lesser proportion of-democracy-or dicta- "}
‘greater-or lesser dose.of .. .

‘Lenin ¥
.. mamtamed that. “the workmg class,’ left

ST Well as in the: Bolshevik practice.
- refer..

+the: content of - )
-.;-among. .the workers:as a living.and stir- -
ring poveer, as -the :theory expressing -

-parallel :evolution ‘of the workers’. :move-"

“In t}us context the soc1ahst con-'.

T Iﬁ fact present-daw ‘econo- -
" mic sclence 'is a preliminary condi-
,_.,txon for socvahst production,- just- as

= *while 'the -proletatiat even: with the

"-best of intentions can:mot create
. either the one ‘or the other; . both
;- emerge from the present process of
- society. _However, the_carrier of
" “science ‘is not” the - proletariat, -but

*.lined by K: Kautsky), ‘modern’ go--
“cialism",originated in’ the. minds of

layer; they handed .it on to the most

-proletarians, “who in their “turn in-
- troduce it:into the class struggle of
the proletanat wherever: éonditions .
permit.. - For this reason the social-
ist consciousness is something that

-of the proletariat from without; and .’

‘not-something that has’ arisen con~ .
genitally from -within.” .V :
.This - - essential: identity 'between the
hought -of -the ‘‘renegade”; Kautsky:and .

that".of - Lenin ‘has had a number of i

much .as’is present-day technology, =

"’ the bourgeois’ intelligentsia, (under- ..

~-certain “individual members of .that’:

e

T advanced “and ~most” distmgmshed

2+ is introduced into the class striggle . -

grave: consequences. for; the*fate: of: the ~ *

‘Russian -~ revolution:and“of ~the’ “world, .

more important than the ‘differences of -

second order:referring to.the:greater or

torship, or-the
‘terror- which siconstitute- -the:.central
:theme: of the :“2polemics -of:Lenin and-
Trotsky 1 agamst :Kautsky. ‘and thch

The enplanatxon of the;‘

... dox”-of . the*Commune is easily- found if -
“develop “not:

more “than'~a’ ~merely -and encluswnlv

.-one takes account ‘of ‘&' fundamental -as-.
‘i~pect of Marxism that. has been far too
- much neglected in - the -Leninist history -

T
“to y theprimary: phxlosoohv of
Marxism.that-is- sumvned up in-the the-

-aims. of ‘the classes, i.e.,- the needs of
social development, and change with the.
class struggles themselves R
‘Marxism,”

s it grows
heir growmg power- of organisation and -
kriowledge.”. = (6:) .. This.interpretation

“determination:of

soph:c £01mula according fo - which it

ing; but onithe: contrary the ‘being that .
determmes the idea. (7.).
{ the success.of a revolut]onary theory™,

g cons:sts exactly in its power to mtnrpret
.-and to express the. struggle of ‘a ‘class’
‘ifor its ‘emancipation.  This is the rea-

..son why  Marx' adaptéd ~his ideai- com--
“Smunism -

i.to:the real communism that’.
vstrove ‘to~ ‘assert itself.in. the: Paris-cf.

;187 .and: that ‘was onlv'a -certain stage
“"of "the development of the French ipro-

k-tarlat ‘which had originated from the

Sections: of the Commune frcm 1791 to

1793
©13.
-tlﬁed hxs critics' of the left, Pannekoek,.
"Ruhle, . 'Sprenger, WIattlck - amongst’
.others; to. speak of the bourgeois .role of
Bolshevism, derives from his pessimist '
", conception of the e creative ' capacity of
the proletariat on*t

the other hand from hlS authontar'an

P

K

Lagrees’ with - the: Marxxst thesis jof ~the -
ideas’ by-sodiety: or, »,
“more strictly- ooncexved “by “the classes. .
1t .agrees with:its-: most -general . philo-

" The secrct -

para-~ L

 jdeas..and spiritual “trends express the .. %

.iThis'is | =

“'is not ‘the idea. that determines ‘the be- © -

i

The duahsm of Lenm which JUS- ' 1-.

the cne hand, and, on ,’
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nd ultra-centralist concept of organiza- Marx in his Critique -of . Hegel’ ilo--. in itg 3 consi 1
ndut | e aniz Jan . his o). Hegel's Phily.. - An-itg laek of .consistent terrorig
don. - The - Bolshevik ‘Party, with its .- 30phy of -Law. = (g,) - This :process of ' of the chief reasons of its defeat,
iren dxsglphng, Wwas an excelle ; 1 .,-dlssoqiation‘ imposed  itseif . on "Trotsky, ' . “That'is why the Address of .the
;ior: the  conquest.of power, .but it -was .. who, . although aware.-of the danger. of ,:.Intemational,.éhtirely Wwritten by
: > ot ] > the ggle of ideas - the bu;eaqcratization -~ and fighting . remains -the ‘outstanding ' documer
. ;.,m_;the,heart.sv-of: the Fork iy 8BNSt it .with all hig strength, alag too . the evaluation of “the. episode .o
: ol Sapaciti or, . < late,.deg:}med to find his historie .ante- '.'*Co,mmune.g-_:Now}xere.else.is it po
-..and to stimulate all its pec : e- ", scedents ;ian".'Bolshevism.a-:-'_:His,'idealiza-n. :to find an ‘equally . exact and vivic
‘ative ,abn_,ht,xes_;‘f‘or;i_:l._n . Bus~ . V_txon_.of*-thg,Bolshevik party, ‘after. hay- “ture of, jts ‘essential .features, ot
/taining ',_,genuxne“_l‘y;;;; eta - INg incorporated -himself .in"it—in Jpart  :is.no -‘example.in- socialist- literatu
~‘tions that would :be.apt-to Inaugurate a ¢ the consequence-of .a- revolutiona:
new.era in, the.hij .of.h i timi

1 Ty op- n_equally ;eloquent*and passionat
apidigied ¢-fustory of ] li-. ;tmnsm,‘i:};:lch neveri 'ab?mioned’ him—ig . fence of a lost causie.;- Profound a

SRR e g SR Tel a:Temarkable example. of ¢ e psycholog- " sis; crushin . -moral- - portraits, by
- Trotsky yva;-av?are-of,the' ~ical complexity of, “‘before” p 2 1 g i
1904, .in" hig -controversy :with . ‘he ; i

and “after’. .»indignation, - biting’. - irony—al e

+ that 18 :characteristic of the ‘wake of a ' ‘blend to. accomplish «-a - well-bal:
2310 ,. . great | historie -commotion. . He . coyld f’-:literary;‘fonn;that;:,is—:»ennobled thr
elf._;fo:,.,the; Party; the.cen- Zfinda theoretical . ~justiﬁcation~.;for_»_his n.ardent -passion ' of ;justice . and 't
ttee--gub_stxi;ntes itself for the - ' “Lenini A ‘;;7,in‘,,_.'thg;;aocidental; coinci- - Marx's ZCwil - War” In' Franee
“the . dictator Substitirtes” 'dence . of _his- t eory..of ‘the. permanent summed ip: by Engels in':the follo

entral committee,” . The - -revolution' With: the- theory .of “the . con- ¥
. :tinued’ revolution. ‘sketched’ inan article

rwords: ‘Well,; gentlemen,  do you- -
- ske 40" know' what, ‘the :dictatorship " of
- Stages, : " Tendencies -and Per-,
-8pectives. of the: Revolution,”. that:had:
"“.been written by Lenin. at the begirai

:proletariat means? - Look-at the (
muge of ;Paris. > That was the diet
i ic -cire - of 1908 (Selected Works .
sthe-isolation’a ici :
-0f Russia, as. well as_. t

ship-of ithe: Proletariat.”. I
17.:;* Thé . verdict ".passqd‘,-on. the
. huge sPeasant population, Dermitted.
,the rapid - rige -of<a sparasitic. bureay R
-eracy..and - the ~degeneration -towards . a -
iregime of -dictato ial' State talism.: ‘-and :xa :Aumber
‘147 However, ‘ithe j{histbn‘c"-circum party.. Ca T LR A ho - ‘refer-vthemselvesv to
st’ances.\al;e’--iafterijnall “only - condition- . It is.certain ‘that the. bersonality .of * "'movement of ‘the :Workers’ .Courcils
ing factors that.may delay, .accelerate or., Lenin .contributed - 'to ‘the. decisive step . Who*to-day -represent :the most aut}t
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