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FREEDOM OF CONTRACT.

Tux endeavors of the Boyal Commiission
on Strikes a3 Bydney to get & definition of
that beantifol delusive phrase. - Freedom of
contract.” have resalted in & chaos of ideas
emipently ctlcuiated o unseat the arerage
intellecs, sud make the plain person of uo
particular - ental frills xo out into the
wildernes ind howl.  The witnesses on the
pastoraliss and capitelistic side all teke their
<ustomary superficial view of their dearly be-
luved theoty, and speak of it a2 & blww for
pe—onsl liberty and the rights of wsa.  None
of the lordis squatiers bave shown themselves
capahle of anderstanding that in society as at

ot coastituted no man wha has only his
Ehor to depend upoz for the sapport of biw.
#elf and of his wife agd children ean emjoy
the roricus freedom the Masters’ Assacistion
profsses to he 80 re devoted t0;

the mssters offer him under suy conditions
ther .ike to impove, or starve, and enjoy the
additi-nal advantage of soeing his ead
children do likewise. If be is ®» member of
» trade 's anion, the strength of unity becotnes
® fair o1t off against the sdvantages )
by the : asster, the mas o torn cen
withhol' his labor, sad make conditions, sare
of the mwal and ssbetantial sappirt of his
fellow-w- ckers shonld the capitalist strive fo
impose uidnvorable restriotions or to gwt the

“the ¢ xteat of his freedom %wmwﬁu

be~t of their bargsin. 1o gi\ng this ~upport
his brother (sborers wake aenhces, SU
in respouse musg expect to make sacrifices oo
tireir behalf. In this matier one mal 15 88
gol o8 another. and the predigpogition io
capitalistic guarters 10 Jmk upou the worker
3¢ an inferior creatare desigard oy protl-
dence to ober and bear himself bumbly and
meekls befre the master, wast be entirely
wiped out befoce the question can be fairly
cousdered, Few jwople are iusaue - enongh
1o leliere that the freedom of contract notion
is 1he outcome of s high and hooorstle ap-
precia‘ion of man’s squality on 1he part of the
pactoralisis—it s gmply & tine-sounding,
catchy war whoop. and means exactly the
oppv~;te' of what it expresses. The wasters
d-» not pretend to stand by tbcrr~pv.upua~|des,
tbe Employer's Unicn and Pustoralists’ As-
sociation being glaring evidences of their
ap.stacy. the members of 1hece leagues
agreeing to sbandon their individuai free-
dom of choice o a certain extent for
the benefit of the tod>, just as the shearer
dues in sanding by his union.  The
ewplovers have wou the battle of oppising
anions s far. simply becanse the employer
does ot blackleg. not beinyg dependent on
immeldiate action for hi« bread apd butter.
The Shearers’ Union have an iuumnensely
wider field to cove:, and the worker does
bla kleg. because he is more reckless than the
master, aud because it is more harder to
convince him of the direction in which his
true interest lies.  The monopolists boss the
situation for these r-asons. but 10 pretend s
virtare which thev have not, and prate of
freedom whilst anmiog to msintsin  the
autocratic rule of the puasicr in the domain
of industry, is simply bsld hypocrisy end
won't wash worth & brass button.

SHIELS AND SPEIGHT.

Tue chief objection Mr, Speight's {riends
ol the press have to Mr. Shiels' oraturical
castigation of our particular railway Tite
Baruacle in the Hou-e the other night ap.
pears o be that it wxs not dignified. Mr.
Shiels did not muaiutain the saperb eolemnity
and gentle debility so dear to tE: owlish con-
servative party, and therefore it is thought in
respectable circles whero every man is fat and
every second man disgunises his intellectual
barrenness by maintsining an inhuman dig-
nity anl & perennial air of coid reserve, that
the Minister had better have aat perfectly still
and said nothing whatever about the matter.
The fact thet the speech did not evidence a
wholesome respect for Mr. Speight &s s rail-
way expert and deep-seated reverence for hiwm
a3 & man and a bruther, is held to detract
from mlgoe the oration might have
displayed, av magnate of rolling stock is
tﬁec’sm&m 'b O.elyf -Ps:x-hre;lmt.hu be is & martyr to
abuee of rliamen privil and
that the people will lov:‘)l;{'myfll tg?'betler
for what he hae leen compelied to en-
dare. The trouble is Mr. Bpeight wes not
let dov.m hgh:ldy. he was dro with » duli
m:wnfh thod thet mede him see rockets,
snd as thig 1t contrary to the manners of
rohie soclety and in violation of the respect-
ul considerstion hambags should bave for
each other Mr. Bbiels' remarks are falt to be

fafra dig by the bost people
the sim oisses who Of ooarse
of Toorak's

in inf ing the amenities
gilded salons gnto our rough and, X
satisbed shak; 5 Mitbli Shop g

felt 10 be excussble in this connection, and if
the Minister had made his anti-comusissivu.r
speech in & humbler frame of micd and ig
tope of mild ard respectful expostulation, the

woald in sli probability have moved 5
vote of waut of confidence in him, and have
disnissed him without a chamcter. Says
one of Speight's spologists in en evening
paper: “A weak man, wincing under such
unfsir. nogenerous treatment, wonld resign
his position ; but Mr. Speight is made of t.
stern steff éc do snything &1 foolish.” That's
jt: Mr, Speight is not ®o foolish, be has
been gifted by natare with s durable hile
that it is difficalt to pierce, and on whick
ordinary criticisi fulls like snowflakes o the
pelt of & thinocervs, and to call him & hom.
bug sithout sereral additional adjoctives i
simply » waate of energy—he will have t, be
remonstrated with by special Act of Parlia.
went aod removad with a stesm crane.

LAW AND DISORDER.

11 is much to be boped the people will rot
permit themselves to be diddled out of that
much nesded reform, the coasolidation «f the
legal professions.  Justice, which should be
the froest institntion of the body pelitic, and
whilst it is not the cheapest it can never be
the freest, i6. under existing circumstauces,
comparatively inaccessible to 8 majority of
the people, and thousands are willing rather
to submit to imposition than seek redress and
perchance ruination in the myasteries of our
courts of lsw. The amalgamation of the two
professions can only Le the precursor of &
series of sweeping reforms, and thie intelli-
gent democracy thould never be content
until it has entirely revolutiouized the legsl
system, even if compelied to lose sight
entirely of the precedents which are the
lawser's creed. and take a roed of its own,
aimiog only st equity and siwmplicity. Tiere
is no argurnent that is Dot purely selfish in
fasor of the existing process whereby the
mnal who wants the protection of his c.untry’'s
Iaws iz compelied to pay one man to do the
work and a secind to supply & certsin aniount
of jaw power, which power is rarely ex-
ceptional.  After sll, when one ¢ ntemplate:
th:e siupendous riddle which we call the law,
end finds one's mind bewlidered by it
sppalling intricacies, much the same as after
an osrnest endesvor to ocomprehend omni-
potence and eternity, what a feeble cimees-
gion this seems that the people are demanding.
and vge is moved to wonder that they do n-t
insist npon demolishing the whole institution
lndmm g & frosh start with & fair field and
no faver.  With years and years of building.
increnging, rtohmg and improving, sdding
laws upon laws, statates upon starates. we
bave built our judicial system into & maze of
i:;pideu windings and bewildering intricacies,
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