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THE POLITICAL PROGRESSIVE LEAGUE.

Tur Palitical labour party have pablished
their proxramme, and an admirable and
comprebensive programme it is. Let the
warking men of this country paste it in their
hats, and stand by it at election time, and
the ambitions decigns of the monopolists will
go much higher than a kite. * One man one
vote " is the war whoop of the party just
now. 1t will Dot do for the workers to Jet
the politicians toy with this reform, asd put
it asids with cheerinl but flattering assurances
that it is & political desd bird. We hare
not got s ministry in which it is safe to
repose too much childlike oonfidence. We
can be sure of 2 democratic conosssion from
them just when we get it, and when the
electornl reform is oconsummated it will be
early enough to take up the other ideas. It
is essential that after the next general election
there bo in the Houss 80 -mewbers for:
bricks and mortar, swell elubs, and cvrner
blocks, but reprossntatives of men only.
Bluestone stores have no political privileges,
no grievances, snd no ambitions, and the

poor
has no stake but oaly-the pei

ing & very small portion of
working hard fur & bare living, if capital has
pot beon * shocked ™ into refasing to provide

W oTh L phivIeRV ol
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going hunzry and  belnz insultexl by t
brities if he growls aboat it.  Reform of
onr absand lalwr laws mast follow to give tlie
worker oqual right< snd libterties \n::‘ Ix':
smployer. and that the masters MY
::Io'hled to further enrich themeelves by
deliberately robbing 1men of their meagre

¥

spadistion of the an : et
k"'lg' brought out frum nghnd.m the spinit
alonw with the chain geag. and incorporated
in our laws amougst 2 job Jit of epactments
that 1 >ixdy appears to bave rorted over or
16 han takes ho lisulde 10 examine and
understand, is snothor Democratic loag-folt
want. The capitaliss psrty in % od
have availed themsclves of Lbe:e‘ (vasil Inws
t» uphold them in ticir war oppression,
andpz‘ is degrading to Australian .mnhnoi
that men should le lring in our pmsons for
having offendsd azwinst a law breathing the
intolerant. beutal, ignorant ard unserupulons
swirit of the tools and penderers of that
bigamoas, lustfal aod Jaxarious roysl besst,
George 1V. The infazion of oar liheral
scntiments into the laws regerding Ssbbath
observance and the control of Siate instita-
tions like the librarics, pictare yalleries, and -
musenms, rex - aable land and income taxes,
and the instant -‘opjege of the pernicivus
system of land alicuation, are all mstters of
great importance for the consideration of the
people. The Progressive Political Leagas
has & magnificent field before it. The recent
biy labor struggies have boen moral victories
for the producers —they have tanght then in
which direction their power liea, and it
remaias for the League and that section of
the press that is true to Democracy to keep
the poople alive to their duties and to guide
the forces. :

THE DIVORCE LAW IN QOPERATION.

Tue most respeciable portion of the piess
and the clerical party that Aaiicrs the deril
by ascribing el advauced legislation and
liberal idess 10 his agency are just now
betraying nuwanted jubilation over what they
choose {0 regard as the perniciousz effects of
the Bhiels’ Divorce Bill. There has been a
great pressure of apphcstions for divorce on
our courts of law of late, and this is sccepted
as proof positive that the new Act has pavred
the way for the weak and the wicked to
shirk their eonnubial responsibilities, and pot
asunder those whom the church hax joined
together at the ususi rates for cash. The
sensible view of the case is. that the many
who were constrained for years to wear the
chains of nobappy unious by the cosiliness
and difficalty of obtaining redress under the
absurd old Iaw have availed themselves of the
favorable opportunity offered by the Shiels
measare to be rid of their gallivg bonds. The
utter un-Godliness of enforcing the continna-
tiou of & unian between two people who are
to each other a sonrce of the keenest misery
has been pointed oat to the goodie goodie
ocontingent so afien, that ite reiteration be-
comes wearisome, but the portly snd ex-
tremely self-satisfied gentlomen of that
emiuently conservative sggregation are never
sasceptible to0 new impressions — they are
born in the faiths, religious, political, and
wocial, in which they are determinad to die,
and neither justios nor reason can shifk them
s hair’s breadth from those cherished native
~principles.  The reorat vath: for: Sivorees i
simply s proof of the urgent need that
existed for rational laws to put those
asander who have been united cnder o

e 1o dvbealt to comprehend
iating law is difficult to comprehend ;
me:;:'n:m are Dearly tu'll\ed on false
sentimentr and ancieat pre;nd-cm The num-
bers of murders, and suicides, and lesser
crimes, the nntold misery, ‘und the recklexs
iniquivies, resalting from ill-assorted mar-
risges, slows are enough to justify a much
more liberal measure of divarce in the eyes of
the great reasoning majority that does not
permit the jcal cranks and consorva.
rive foesils to blind them to the advantages of
eonse measare of happiness in this life, whilst
poillingmtlhegioriuofthohfe o cone.
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THAT MILITARY CRISIS.

Tuxax has been & military crisis at Ral.
Jarat:—The Third Regiment has di<played
insnbordinstion by metaphorically patting
its finprer W0 its noee at a cokl and anstere
officer, and implying 1hat it wonld ser him
bauged first, and oar martial grandees have
assumel an air of cvosternstinn, and rushed
aboat a great deal flourigshing ducuments in
an ominous way, and endesvouring to convey
an impression that the Empire is in danger,
and a apirit of irreverence for psle pniud
officers iv glorions clothes i uvnderminiug our
institations and inducing early deaay. 1t
wonk! seoms that the Third Regiment, ani-
msted with a sentiment of wanliness that is
foreign 10 your model soldier, resented the
domineering mauuer and extreme hauteur of
ar unpopular officer, and organised what was
very like a regiments] strike —they refused to
perade when called upon, and farthermore
upset all the traditions and created the
wildext consternation by ridiculing 1he
objectionable martinct. It is undeniable
tuat the baosiness of soldier making will
vever bo a thorough success here when
condacted on Old World lices. In Enrope,
the man who joins the ranks abandons his
personality and hecomes the slave of a lLard
and fast system of discipline, and a merc
automston, coming and guing at the bidding
of his superiors, who are invariably men o
the so called higher classes, whose eminence
is due to influence, privilege, and hard casi;,
and whose Jufty contempt for the masses
becomes simple tyrauny when their social
advaniages sre huc{nd up by military powers.
There it is the first principle of militarism
that the atter sabjection of the individaal is
the only means of controlling s regiment.
That will not be found to wesh here. In
Victoria, joining the militia is a matter of
choice ; the young man joins becsuse he
thinks it is rather pleasani—disillusion him
and lose him. The high and wighty warrior
who tries to perpetaate ihoee hoary, Imperial
traditions and pose before onr men as =
martinet is balf egotist, half humbug, and
will get neither respoct nor obedience from
his regiment. The disposition to resent any
extravagant assumption of superiority is
strong ia the Australisn mind, and is boucd
to mlis itself felt when any ambitious and
disingesious officer tries to emulate the fear-
fully and wonderfully stern and prond com-
mander of the cheap story book.

ST. VARLEY AQAINL

That eccentric spostle, Bt Vsrlez. in his
huager for notoriety bas struck ~~~¢F~e patch.

~wad-will ¥ rewsrdod with s fourth 3&1 of
our

flesting publicity. He has exploi
slm;n.oundngminl,mdDr.LL.
Bwith, and now Madame Sarah Bernbardé

pean: violeatly on pu tforms

dﬂlw pointing out wm breathless
agilation and frantic gesti that ebernal
condemnation larks in Medame's plays, and
that the bald-headed party, the robust matron,



