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COMMENTS.
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The werking men of Australia, if they gain
no more matenal advaatage from the big struggle
in which they are now engaged, will, at least,
have learned the extent of the friemdship the
so-cellexd demiocretic papors fesl towards them.

The jonrnals which have bolily and anflinchingly .

cspoused the canse of the strikers, carcless of
the prejudicss of the wealthy advertiser, and
the soi-disan! arist y of the ity—
the section thet toils mot nor spins, bat is
always robed in immaculate black and well
Yined with the iat of the land —oould be counted
on enc hand, if the census taker were to travel
the coatinest over seeking them. The well-to-do
clam that bave professed their rightecus horror
of the sysien of boyoott, ard fisanted it se the
great pot iniquity of Unionmism, are not Lmeck-
ward in exerting the principle to work their
own eads, ss tho paper that unreservedly takes
sides with laboor will scon discover to its oost.

- . . . . . . .

It is pot difScult to say which paper, the
Argws or the Age, bas boon the grester ensmy
to the men sinos the inception of the sirike.
“‘Phe forsoer has beca avowedly and determinedly
opposed to the canse of the *'luwer orders ™ as
b its antiq atism ; the men ex-
peoted mothing better, and could afford to laugh
st the jourmalistic fossil flacnting the pelitioal
rags of a dead gemeration ; bat the Age has won
a oertain credencs amougst a rather numerows
section of the producing class by the cocasiomal
display of s specious Uboralism, and an aggre-

vating habit of taking cevere fits of democracy
and throwing off the bond and the gall of
ponderous respectability at long intervals, with
& diplomatic ides of keveping the ocomfidence of
the people. It bad power to strike- homvily at
the cauvse the men are tighting for, and it “bas
done so—not openly, but in & sly, deoeitfal
way peenliarly its own It's policy has been
that of Job's comforters. Whilst the men were
facing the foe, square-abouldersd and full of
coufidence, the Age was snivelling over them,
and proguosticating dissster. Its sim bas been
to dishearten the soldiers of toil. All the can-
ning: liea of the mastors have obisined ready

" publicity l.llrougiu the medlum of -its columus—

startled intimatioas of wion from the rasks,
incompetency at head gwarters, sad gomeral
dissatislaction, have been ite daily mews. In a
misorable, shaffing way it struggie to closk
the uniform of the * Employers’ Associstion "
nndlrn.-dnndmlhlly-whyfotllninhm
and Sgures in q as &  wreich

lachrymal, invertebtate thing dessrving only
the contempt of both parties.

The employers' manifesto has teen resd by all
who have patrictism emough o be interested in
the strike or are affected in the pockst by the
suruggle, and the people csn now judge of the
geuorous and concilintory attitude of the mea who
bat for the labor of the workers would zever have
been in & position to axy yes or may to their
requasts. The manifests &= delioet : the w wsbers,
relying wpon that abject oreature, she blackieg,
haoghtlly arrogete to themssives the right of
sayiag whether or not their employess shall bend

Wt it fs nome tha sk for the righte of men and

together in their cwm protection. The manifeste
of the labor represemtatives publishoad on Monday
witarly comfounds the few shallow pretences to
arg t in the d of the v, awl
forcihly reitorstes the justios of the claims ¢ the
dexmen's Union .unl thu Marine (fficers’ Associs-
tio. “The Masters, . ith the bampiwonsness of
riches, pooh-paok arbitration, the men kave rought
it all along—not in & spirit of subjection, but up-
rightly and boworably, comfident in the justice
of their cnnen, and hopefel of terminating »
struggle that oarries misery into many homes.

A Women's Trades” Usion is on the tapia, and
we wish the movemeat health and strength.
Women workers are in sore nesd of protection, and
with the advantages that wen have gained from
Uaioniem constantly before their eyes they woald
be mad indesd to megieot thelr opportunities.
Without ocombination the fature offors them
wothing bottor tham to toil, and straggle, aud
stirve, and every man whose deaghters will have
to work for their bread or who recognises the pos.
sibility of his leaving & widow with young children
to cloths aud feed is wanting in the commonest
imstinots of a fazher and hasbind if be neglests to
give the mov ¢ his ng aad t.
mmmm«m«tmm-m
dation in the old:world are pot impossible to our
civilisation here, 88 the reount sweating disclosures
smply d stral Combination is the only
preventative mow availsble, und prevention, we
know, fs better than cure. The workers owa trust
only to themselvesfor their sslvation. Their mnity

and mugth are %r caly hoper. Rvery step in

- advanos hes becn fercely resisted in the past—it

!ﬂl!:ennlnthcfﬂan The Loadoa lixck

Iabn!mun'q\g‘ﬁsg Dutol the sloughs of starva.

ton, and rh’!ﬁolpunt misery were met
by the mastecs with gitborate aryuments, and the
meay hands of monopoly were at their throate st
omoe to choke them back. Capital fallod then, but
masters all the world over, and the section of the
pross by ‘which ‘they are represenied, proclaimed
the cazwe of the dock owners a righteous one. [t
will be oo right throngh the chapter. In time
thoss laborers will demand mors —they will fight
for it, sormons will be preached co the ingeoity of
their procesdings, well-to-do society will be moved
to fury, but the laborers will win. The tendency
is upwards : the movement is alow Lut stubborn ;
checks mey come, but the wpheaval of & people
is mighter tham an avalanshe, and with unity, the
privikged classss mast go doun befare them: or
join in with them. Unity is power. Let the
peopls know their streagth, and shey will insist
oo their righta,  Dieunited they are only a strength
to their snemies. Whilst labor is down the mastec
is merciless; he resists its demand for bread, eves,
with ferocions emergy. He is asystem. Yeom oan.
not take ome waster out of the crowd, and say—
* You ctarved thet woman ‘o death ! you killed
shas child !” He may be a sufSerer himeelf, bat he
Is the embodiment of a great wromg which in his
blindesss ke straggies tomaintain. Thack hesvea!
the people here have ot had to fight their way
(m&dqthhwnhhmdhw

wowan. Our womes are in the worst plight now ;
$he men have left them behind. This is & diagrace
—ﬁq-drl-hﬂhr‘ . The women have their
vemedy st their hands, They will gui nothing sill
they are sirong enough to take something. That
i the loemem of the post. Lot 14 be combination,
thea eo-oparatien, the Sisie thelsadlcrd, and the
gotions posibilitics of the future.




