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Both in Bangalore and Pune the comrades
of New Socialist Alternative(CWI-India) ac-
tively took part in the protest in relation to
FTII struggle.
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Day by day the goons of Sangh parivar
are attacking and killing rationalists and
political activists. The New Socialist Al-
ternative along with other progressive

Protests galore.....

Right from the very begining since the Modi Mania started its grip on the administration, there have been umpteen issues on which political protest activism
has become necessary. Though the democratic space for protest and dissent has been shrinking increasingly, nevertheless radical forces have hit the streets
time and against the communal, casteist and agressively capitalist regime of Modi/RSS combine. New Socialist Alternative(CWI-India) has initiated many
such protests and participated energetically in many activities. All those events have been photo documented in the website : www.socialism.in and face book
page. We bring some of the selected events photos for the readers here.

political forces condemned and pro-
tested the dastardly killing of writer and
research scholar Dr.M.M.Kalburgi.
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The vicitims of Kandhamal, Odisha are
yet to get justice. Peoples' Solidarity
Concerns- Bangalore continued its sup-
ports in August 2015 through a solidar-
ity event.
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The venom of the communalism and
casteism is taking its toll on Downtrod-
den sections. Akhalaq of Dadri was
lynched and killed for allegedly consum-
ing beef!
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Praful Bidwai was a sympathiser and
cothinker of New Socialist Alternative.
His sudden and untimely death is a loss
to the radical political activism. New
Socialist Alternative was the part of
book release 'The Phoenix Moment' (a
critique on the Left Parties) penned by
Praful.
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Protesting Japan's PM Shinjo Abe's
Nuclear proliferation tourism.
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Leading comrades of New Socialist
Alternative(CWI-India) travelled to
Kerala for participating in the conven-
tion against fabricated cases on Muslim
and Dalith youth.
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IS MODIMANIA ON THE WANE?

As 2015 draws to a close, the last one and
halfyears of the right wing communal BJP
govt at the center led by Narendra Modi
has managed to put off many sections of
the Indian society and beyond. In what
could be called the ‘year of the cow’, the
reactionaries belonging to the Sangh
Parivar and its supporters have been on a
rampage of sorts with one new controversy
every few days. And this spill over effect
has been felt everywhere with even the in-
ternational media taking notice.

The Beef Ban controversy is nothing but
fanning the communal passions, and that
way polarize the communities by keeping
insecurity and fear levels always at a in-
creased social temperatures. Similarly, cold
blooded murder of rationalists and open
death threats to others goes to show the
absolute impunity of some of the members
of Sangh Parivar. In response to the grow-
ing climate of intolerance, many writers, film-
makers, scientists etc, returned their awards
(given to them under various governments
in the past) in protest.

In one public educational institution after
the other, from IIT, FTII to UGC students
are up in arms. Army veterans continue their
protests over pensions. The Nepalese, who
were intrinsically linked and were going
along with all the “big-brotherly-imperial-
ist” attitude, are now incensed by the In-
dian blockade. Statements such as the one
made by RSS/BJP mouthpiece Ram Madhav
about ‘Akhand Bharat’ or in plain language
an undivided Indian sub-continent (under
Indian hegemony of course) shows the con-
tradiction inherent under Modi’s overtures
cum surprise visit to Pakistan on Christmas.
RSS world-view translated into Indian for-
eign policy will only end up creating new
hostilities in the neighborhood, despite ef-
forts to prove otherwise.

On the intricate CASTE question, even the
wealthy & influential Patel community agi-
tation for reservation has jolted one of
Modi’s main support base in Gujarat. This
was also reflected in local elections held
recently where BJP lost to Congress in ru-
ral areas. Cracks was felt even within the
BJP itself led by none other than the once
all important octogenarian leader LK
Advani. The mouth of the much headed
cobra, the RSS chief Mohan Bhagawat’s

MAKE I N

statements on Reservations to SC’s, ST’s
and OBC’s has had a boomerang effect on
BJP’s fortunes resulting in the Bihar debacle.
It has not only greatly alienated the Dalits
but has put a question mark in the minds of
the OBC’s nationally, who were increasingly
being swayed by the “Development” rheto-
ric of Modi led BJP.

On the economic front prices, particularly
food commodities like pulses have hit the
roof. The beleaguered marginal farmers/
peasants “suicides” continues unabated
even among the states like Punjab and
Mabharashtra, which are considered as agri-
culturally wealthy. Though the trader/
wealthy middle class/ highly salaried sec-
tions which creates shrill opinion for
Narendra Modi and BJP is maintaining a
grave yard silence on the sky rocketing
prices of the essential commodities, but the
under belly, the down trodden are increas-
ingly taking direct action through various
strikes and agitations around the landmass
of India.

The Moody Analytics warning in late Oc-
tober on the reform agenda is some pointer
of “all is not well”. The biggest General Strike
in the recent past involving 150 million work-
ers took place in September ...... the list is
longer and only continues to pile up. And
the icing of the cake was the complete and
resounding defeat of the BJP led alliance in
the October-November Bihar state assem-
bly elections, where Modi was the chief
campaigner.
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Hindutva Unleashed

Yet the madness continues with the BJP/
RSS and its affiliate organizations continu-
ing with their communally polarizing
agenda. The intolerance brigade, both online
and on the street, has the covert backing of
the Prime Minister himself and thus the
question has already risen over the viabil-
ity of this government and the future post
2019.

All the crazy characters that make up the
Sangh Parivar have found an opening with
the coming to power of Narendra Modi in
2014 and a license to operate without fear
of much repercussions. All the talk of eas-
ily reining in these mad men & women by
this government is just wishful thinking
and the government itselfis filled with these
bigots starting from the very top. Combine
this with the economic fundamentalism of
naked capitalism that is being pursued, you
have a deadly combination.

This does not mean to say that all is going
well even from the corporate angle. Despite
all the photo-ops with some of the leading
CEO’s of the world and star power theat-
rics, the fears expressed sections of the capi-
talist class such as N R Narayan Murthy
(ex-Infosys Chairman), Moody Analytics
and Raghuram Rajan (Reserve Bank of
India’s Chief) cannot be dismissed off lightly.
In fact there is a growing concern on their
part on whether the communal extremist
politics of the BJP/ RSS would end up eclips-

ing their own anti-people reform agenda.
The same in a way goes for the BJP veter-
ans led by LK Advani who fear a complete
breakdown of the old order. Another Babri
Mosque demolition-Ram Janmabhoomi
type movement or riots like in 2002 Gujarat
could seriously end up damaging the long
term stability of the Indian state.

The dictatorial style of functioning led by
the duo Modi-Shah has not gone down well
within the BJP too. This is evidenced in the
way campaigning was conducted during
polls in Bihar. The complete takeover of the
campaign by the coterie around Amit Shah
and Modi acting as the chief campaigner
alienated local BJP workers. Not to mention
the direction of the campaign itself that
veered from development to reservation
politics and plain communal politics over
beef made them look very insecure and cut
no ice with the voter. The last straw was
when Amit Shah, Modi’s points man raised
the Pakistan bogey and said “there will be
Crackers in Pakistan if BJP looses Bihar”.
In his over enthusiasm RSS chief Mohan
Bhagwat injected ‘reservation review’ into
the debate, which boomeranged against
Modi Magic, that innuendo of a comment
which was loaded with Casteist bias, was
fully exploited by the opposition especially
in a state with about 70% population com-
prising of OBC and Dalits.

The recent controversy, involving corrup-
tion charges leveled by a BJP member
against the Finance Minister Arun Jaitley,
was another slap on the face of the govt.
Although Jaitley is a skilled political ma-
nipulator (a lawyer at that) and can wriggle
himself out of such situations, neverthe-
less if Jaitley is somehow implicated then
he would be forced to resign. This would
be a body blow to the government both
from a political and an economic angle. Not
only is he regarded as close to the Modi
coterie and also the party’s liberal face, he
wields significant political influence among
the elites of the country.

With the slowing down of the global
economy expected in the coming period, the
much hyped ‘Make in India’ campaign by
Modi is beginning to look more hollow with
each passing day. The prices of essential

Continuedin Page 2.
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CRONY CAPITALISM IN ANDHRA PRADESH

The Andhra Pradesh state government has
begun attempts to mine Bauxite mineral in
the Vishakha Agency area. It has issued a
GO (Government Order) No. 97 permitting
the APMDC (Andhra Pradesh Mineral De-
velopment Corporation) to mine Bauxite in
1212 hectares in Jerrela village areas in
Chintapalli Mandal. Discussions regarding
this issue of bauxite mining have been go-
ing on since a decade. The tribals have been
protesting against mining with intensity and
ferocity. Even the people from the plains in
Northern Andhra have been supporting the
tribals.

Environment Concerns

Bauxite mining would destroy lakhs of
tribal livelihoods which depends on the for-
est wealth. The process of mining would
result in air, dust and noise pollution ren-
dering the fauna extinct. Coffee plantations
of high quality and products like rajma, tur-
meric, areca leaf ginger, vegetables, soapnut,
tamarind, condiments, and spices would be
effected. Hundreds of villages and lakhs of
tribals depending on the forest wealth would
loose their livelihoods. Along with water
bodies in the forest like the Suvarnamukhi
and Gosthani rivers and Sileru reservoir the
environment in general would be polluted
resulting in severe heath complications to
the tribals. Even rivers flowing in the plains
like Thandava and Sharda stand exposed
to the polluting effect of the mining pro-
cess. Thus, bauxite mining which results in
environmental damage on one side and
tribal livelihood damage on the other side
is extremely harmful.

An unsuspecting mind would mistake
these to be the reasons why the now in-
cumbent Chief Minister Mr. Chandrababu
Naidu opposed the same mining proposal
when in opposition less than 18 months
ago. But now that he surreptitiously issued
the GO, one can clearly see (if he choses to)
that he is nothing more than an opportun-
ist. He is known to be an unprincipled po-

litical manipulator with his shifty eyes —once
described accurately with defamatory imagi-
nation as the looks of a thief at a cattle fair
by his erstwhile colleague in the TDP — but
his talent at the kind of politics he chose are
recognised and respected only by those
who respect such things. This brazen
flipflop also proves among other things that
he is still the old cut-throat blue-eyed poster
boy of corporate capitalism.

Crony Capitalism

Though the Fifth Schedule of the Indian
Constitution provides protection to the
adivasi (tribal) people living in scheduled
areas, also known as agency areas, across
nine states from alienation of their lands and
natural resources to non-tribals, one sees
that rather than upholding the adivasi
people’s rights to land and resources, the
government is colluding with private inves-
tors to usurp these rights.

A number of memoranda of understand-
ing (MoUs) to set up alumina plants were
signed by the erstwhile Y S Rajasekhara
Reddy (YSR) government between 2005 and
2009. Under these MoUs, the AP govern-
ment would, together with private compa-
nies, extract and refine bauxite ore. How-
ever, while the proposed Jindal South West

(JSW) and Nalco projects have hit road-
blocks, AAL has secured all clearances for
its refinery and smelter complex in
Makavarapalem in Visakhapatnam district.

In February 2007, a MOU was signed be-
tween the AP government and the govern-
ment of Ras al-Khaimah (RAK), a member
of the United Arab Emirates, for mining and
refining bauxite under which the AP gov-
ernment promised to supply bauxite via the
AP Mineral Development Corporation
(APMDC), a public sector entity owned by
the AP government, to the alumina refin-
ery to be established by AAL. APMDC
would mine the bauxite in the Jerrela Hills
of Visakhapatnam district, a scheduled area,
and supply it to AnRak Aluminium Ltd
(AAL)’s refinery, which would be built out-
side the reserved tribal area. This peculiar
set-up was apparently employed to circum-
vent the tribal land transfer legislation that
bans private ownership of land in the sched-
uled areas in the state.

In 2012, however, the AAL website said,
“AnRak Aluminium Ltd commenced as a
joint venture between Penna group of in-
dustries and Ras al- Khaimah Investment
Authority with 70:30 ratio.” But if the Penna
group is the main promoter, the question is
why is the company called AnRak rather

than AnPenna? Is this because there is an
attempt to camouflage the close links be-
tween the promoters and the YSR regime
that could have hampered the deal? The
Penna Cement group was founded by P
Pratap Reddy, treasurer of AP Congress
during the YSR years, and described as a
close associate. With other AP Congress
members also believed to have invested
heavily in the project, it is not surprising
that the project has been accorded extremely
high priority, enabling it to catch up with
the JISW project in implementation. The ini-
tial secrecy surrounding the deal and the
subsequent speed at which it has moved,
together with the close political contacts and
charges of corruption, give the impression
that this is yet another investment made for
political rather than public gain. Such ex-
treme detail is necessary for as the old say-
ing goes ‘the devil lies only in the details’

Now that Chandrababu Naidu is keen on
pushing the project through it is an easy
step to realise that the terms of the MoU
would stand but the investors would
change (TDP affiliates would replace their
Congress counterparts). Either ways, he is
no mug when it comes to such deals. His
‘rich” experience with Reliance Industries Ltd
(RIL) in the Krishna-Godavari Basin project
and his ongoing role as the primary realtor
in Capital (Amaravati the capital city is ironi-
cally named * the people’s capital” ) land mafia
project, not to mention his role as the CEO
of Cyberabad only enriches his insatiable
greed for such things.

Therefore, without the permission of the
Ministry of Environment and Forests and
the Gram Sabhas (constitutionally man-
dated) the current TDP government’s un-
democratic passage of GO No. 97 stands
ultra vires. Although it has been temporarily
put in abeyance, this is a mere decoy to re-
work the corporate’s strategies to ultimately
mine, market and monetise people’s re-
sources for private gains.

*Pavan Korada

MODI MANIA ...?

Continued from Page I ..............uucucucucunne.
commodities continuing to rise and 7.5%
GDP growth rate is not being reflected on
the ground for the majority of the working
people, and this growth rate is difficult to
sustain in the long term with the Chinese
economy slowing down and affecting the
global economy in the process. The much
hyped Make-In-India slogan of MODI is
totally exposed as the statistics show the
manufacturing slackening further and the
money flow in the retail market severely cur-
tailed. For all the salesman pitch and the
much derided extravagant foreign tours of
Modi, people are seeing no difference be-
tween this government and the previous
Congress government that was crisis rid-
den to the core.

The bigger danger with this government
is its close association with the RSS and a
long list of rabid organizations that it has
spawned. On the one hand the government
is just simply unable to control them and
on the other hand the government is di-
rectly supporting them as was seen in the
#awardwapsi episode. It openly backed the
so called tolerance march in November led

by the pro-BJP actor Anupam Kher with the
protesters openly hurling abuses and threat-
ening journalists, shouting reactionary slo-
gans etc.

In just about a year and half in office, this
communal govt. led by Modi has managed
to divide the people of India like no other.
The ghettoization of the Muslim minority
community in Gujarat is a classic example
how under Modi the very fabric of a society
that shared many commonalities like lan-
guage, culture etc., was divided on the ba-
sis of religion. The protests, such as return
of awards or the FTII student protests that
have erupted spontaneously are signs and
symptoms of things to come.

But added is the danger of another bout
of communal violence or even another 26/
11 could take the country in another direc-
tion altogether. The RSS and its mercenary
fronts who feel emboldened by the pres-
ence of their “own’” variety at the helm of
affairs are tirelessly contemplating one or
the other such socially and communally di-
visive plots to maintain their grip over the
very superficially termed “Hindu majority”.

Bankrupt Opposition Parties

The only succor for the government is a
divided opposition that is unlikely to pose

a serious threat to the stability of the gov-
ernment. The Congress is still stuck as a
dynastic entity, is seen as corrupt and Rahul
Gandhi is not at all seen by the youth of the
country as an agent of change. True Con-
gress is an old player that the capitalist class
can always rely on, but it has its limitations
on how far it can go ahead on implementing
anti-people reforms as is being demanded
of them. The other opposition parties are
justa set of regional parties, no more differ-
ing from the main two parties as far as neo-
liberal reforms are concerned. Their regional
compulsions and caste arithmetics make
them profoundly unstable coalitions and is
only looked upon as a force of last resort.

As far as the mainstream left parties are
concerned, the elevation of Sitaram Yechury
as the General Secretary of CPI(M) this April
is not going to bring about any radical
change in the party’s outlook. He is a well
known deal maker with mainstream political
parties and was one of the main factors that
lead to the derailing of the Nepalese revolu-
tion in 2006. While the CPI(M) led LDF has
made a resurgence of sorts in Kerala by win-
ning the highest number of seats in the lo-
cal body election in November, the ques-
tion remains of whether it can win back its
lost citadel in West Bengal.

The Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) was seen as
a fresh face by many in the middle class and
there were great expectations after its vic-
tory in the Delhi Election earlier this year.
But it is starting to look more and more like
any other party and is yet to taste success
beyond Delhi. Even if it manages to spread
its tentacles, its programme is neo-liberal
and is in no way a threat to capitalism.

The 150 million general strike in Septem-
ber this year was one of the largest strikes
by the working class of this country since
independence. It goes to show the seeth-
ing anger of the working class that is reel-
ing under price rise, bad working and living
conditions. But given the pathetic leader-
ship of the left parties, particularly the
CPI(M), all the anger from below is being
contained like a pressure cooker value by
the party and trade union leadership. A de-
cisive leadership for the working people of
this country on the basis of a transitional
programme to Socialism can go a long way
in challenging not only Modi, but also the
RSS and other far-right organizations that
is only getting increasingly dangerous with
each passing day.

* Anand Kumar, Bangalore
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STRIKE ENDS, PROTEST CONTINUES Socialist Alternative
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The FTII struggle was a prolonged battle
that was debated to the core and got the
attention from the whole country. 139 day
strike was called off by the FTII students
on 28th October after nearly five round of
talks with Information and Broadcasting
State Minister Rajyawardhan Rathod, but
did not bring any outcomes favorable to
the students. Students were only assured
that ministry will think of their demands and
that nothing can be forced on the ministry
by the students.

After Narendra Modi led BJP govt came
to power in May’ 14, Hindutva forces have
become emboldened with its mouthpieces
making outrageous and unconstitutional
statements one after another. Many people
close to BJP or its ideology were appointed
on important posts in the administration
which was highly criticized. In [IT-Madras,
Ambedkar-Periyar study circle was banned.
The ban was removed after protests and a
huge social media uproar from all over the
country. One of the many struggles which
rose unexpectedly against this ardent
Hindutva ideology was the FTII students
struggle.

On 12th June, 2015, central I&B Ministry
appointed Gajendra Chauhan as Chairman
of FTII, Pune for next three years. When
students tried to find out his contribution
to the film industry, they found him to be a
B grade movie actor, small time TV star and
little skill set to head the prestigious insti-
tute. What they also found was Gajendra
Chauhan is a member of BJP since 2005,
belonging to Modi supporters’ camp in BJP.
They had to take a call whether to tolerate
his appointment in silence and let institute

be a home for Saffron ideology or to fight
for a progressive institute open to all and
door to worldwide cinema.

Students came together and decided to
challenge his appointment. They also raised
questions over the capabilities of the four
members of the institute’s Governing Coun-
cil who were related to BJP or its other wings,
with some of them having held important
posts. The students decided to strike with
demands for canceling the appointment of
Gajendra Chauhan, electing the Chairman
of'the institute in a democratic way, dissolv-
ing the Governing Council and giving 50%
participation to alumni’s of FTII in electing
the Governing Council members. Thus be-
gan their infamous strike.

FTII Protest

In the beginning, the struggle was wide
spread with many from Bollywood includ-
ing actors, directors, music directors and
people from different art forms supporting
the students strike and demands. When the
Govt. realized the weakness of its position,
it along with media started to defame the
students as alcoholics, drug addicts, regu-
lar failures in academics and some illegally
using campus. This criticism came as a
shock for the students protesting in a demo-
cratic way for their just demands.

They managed to hit back and put their
stand in a stronger way in front of the people
making vile accusations against them. Arun
Jaitley, Cabinet I&B minister rejected de-
mands of the committee which met him on
behalf of the students, which included
Rasool Pookutty (an Oscar award winning
sound designer). With the struggle gaining
more support, RSS mouthpiece — Organizer
stepped in accusing the students of being
anti-Hindus. Subramanian ‘Susu’ Swamy in
his characteristic way accused students of
being Naxalites. This showed Govt. was not
ready to bear even a little opposition to its
agenda. On 50th day of struggle, Rahul
Gandhi visited the campus and supported
students demands. This constituted a ray

of hope amongst students and they decided
to take their struggle to Delhi at the Mon-
soon Session of the Parliament. Activists
and people in solidarity with students pro-
tested all over the country. New Socialist
Alternative also protested at Pune and Ban-
galore in solidarity with the students.

Continuous pressure from the govt. to end
their stike, unbearable criticism from media,
threats of physical attacks against them have
taught the students as to what lengths the
‘state’ machinery can go to bring down their
protests. The police arrested five students
at midnight on fake charges of detaining
institute’s director, Prashnath Pathrabe on
campus. The students were released by the
court the next day on bail. The struggle was
difficult to continue because the current
Govt. was elected with a majority in parlia-
ment. Many socially aware people and even
youngsters fell to the propaganda made by
Govt. and media of defaming the students.
It made the struggle tougher for the stu-
dents. The students have even explained
their hardships and all their feelings in a let-
ter addressed to 1&B ministers, which is
present on their Facebook page- FTII Wis-
dom Tree.

It can also be said that FTII students
struggle was one of the factors that led
many of the prominent personalities in the
country to return their national/state awards
granted to them by various governments in
the past. This comes in the wake of Modi’s
silence on the Dadri lynching over beef is-
sue, burning of two Dalit children in Haryana
and many controversial statements by BJP
MPs and ministers. This combined together
to play a key role for the BJP’s loss in the
recent Bihar state assembly elections.

Now, the students have decided to con-
tinue the struggle in a democratic way with
new forms of protests. New Socialist Alter-
native stands in solidarity with the students
struggle until the institute is in a position to
deliver excellence to its future batches,
which is, in short, what students demand.

* B. Youvraj, Pune

Balagangadhara the anti Dalit ""professor"

Professor S N Balagangadhara of Ghent
university was heavily criticized for his
speech at the English and Foreign Language
University (EFLU) in Hyderabad in Novem-
ber. Professor S N Balagangadhara insulted
Dr Ambedkar, saying he was a “complete
idiot”, and his colleagues at the university
who were called “asses with caste certifi-
cates”. Dalit literature was marked as
“bullshit”. A muslim professor as someone
“spreading terrorism”. 43 professors of
EFLU wrote a letter of protest, students
raised a complaint.

At Ghent University a protest letter from
Tamil Solidarity was sent to the authorities,
we included a copy of the letter of the pro-
fessors of EFLU. This was picked up by a
student paper that subsequently inter-
viewed professor S N Balagangadhara and
another professor from his team. They re-
peated the same positions: “The only merit
of Ambedkar was that he is of the so-called
lower caste”, “the university of Hyderabad
was a network of terrorists from the
ambedkarites. They also link with Islamic
and maoist terrorist groups”, “They just re-
peat the nonsense about caste, a 19" cen-

tury invention”,... In short they claim that
caste system doesn’t exist and was invented
by colonial powers. In Hyderabad profes-
sor S N Balagangadhara proudly repeated a
few times that he himself'is a Brahmin.

Tamil Solidarity protested against the po-
sitions of S N Balagangadhara who is try-
ing to defend caste discrimination by say-
ing caste doesn’t exist. S N Balagangadhara
is following his own political agenda, it is
no coincidence he was invited by RSS to
speak about ‘what it is to be a Hindu’. He
supports extremist Hindu nationalist groups
and claims to defend real Indian culture
against colonial constructs like caste. At the
same time he says Dalits and others are idi-
ots whose only merit is being part of the so-
called lower castes. S N Balagangadhara
stands for a right-wing Hindu nationalism
where only the Brahmins have the right to
speak. The remarks of S N Balagangadhara
are an insult for the more than 200 million
Dalits in India. They come at a moment of
growing violence against Dalits, but also
against Muslims in India. The National
Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) reported
47,064 crimes against Dalits in 2014, com-

pared to 33,655in2012.

We protest against the fact that the Ghent
university accepts these remarks by S N
Balagangadhara and gives him the possi-
bility to use university credentials to pro-
mote his discrimination against Dalits. A
website from the university even an-
nounced and promoted a lecture by S N
Balagangadhara on the ideas of Ambedkar
organized by the RSS in Bangalore in April
2014.

Professor S N Balagangadhara defends
himself by insulting everyone who is rais-
ing criticism. Professors at the EFLU in
Hyderabad support terrorism, leftwing
people are all Maoists and Belgian activists
raising opposition to his anti-Dalit and anti-
muslim stand don’t understand India or are
racist. Tamil Solidarity, a campaign led by
Tamils originally from Sri Lanka, raised its
voice in the debate. We are not organized at
Ghent university, but are linked to socialist
students and have good links with workers
at the university who support us. We op-
pose racism, sexism as we oppose caste dis-
crimination and oppression. We therefore
protest against the reactionary positions of
professor S N Balagangadhara.

* Tamil Solidarity (Belgium)
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For The Rich Only - Modi's Achche Din !!

The year that was,2015, was a mixed bag
as for as the Political process in the coun-
try is concerned. The advent of the Right
Wing forces led by BJP-RSS combine which
has installed Narendra Modi administration
in May 2014, while undoubtedly cheered
by the Capitalists, Feudal lords, Mercan-
tile Class and most of the Corporate driven
Electronic & Print Media, but the ordinary
Working people including the socially vola-
tile salaried Middle Classes and the rural
masses have begun to steer out of the ini-
tial awe & paralysis of sorts.

The recent November 2015, electoral drub-
bing that the BJP (Bharatiya Janata Party)
led National Democratic Alliance (NDA) in
BIHAR has clearly shown and drawn the
limits to the right wing communal rhetoric
and the practice of majoritarian sectarian-
ism by the Hindu supremacist agenda laid
out by Rashtriya Swayam-Sevak Sangh
(RSS). (http://www.socialism.in/index.php/
is-modimania-on-the-wane/)

While it is still the case that MNC’s and
by and large the Indian Corporates con-
tinue to put their faith in Modi driven ag-
gressive economic agenda, but the Social
bickering and the divisive agenda that the
BIJP backed right wing goons are causing
in the country is increasing the worries of
certain Corporate giants such as INFOSYS,
GOOGLE who have openly raised their con-
cerns. The Reserve Bank of India, Gover-
nor too has raised alarm over the INTOL-
ERANCE issue which is hurting the prof-
1ts.

While at this stage, as no State assem-
blies are going in to polls at least until the
second quarter of 2016, the Hindutva (this
term is coined to explain the right-wing
majoritarian - supremacist agenda) goons
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have been put on leash, but as the above
article (link provided) explains the modus
operandi of the RSS-BJP combine to force
apolarisation along communal lines.

Though the World Bank and the IMF have
termed India being the fastest growing
economy, and to a limited extent it is at-
tracting FDI in many sectors of the
economy which are speedily getting
privatised by the Modi administration, nev-
ertheless all the hard facts and figures re-
lating to the health economy speaks other-
wise.

While Modi and BJP came to power on a
misleading popular slogan of “Achche Din”
(Good Days are Ahead!) as for as the larger
society of working people is concerned, it
has been a slippery slope in their incomes
and spending,as factory outputs con-
tracted t03.2% in November, retail inflation

climbed to 5.61% in December.

The Indian Rupee slipped to its 28" month
low (14/1/2016) of 67.20 against the US dol-
lar, along with other Asian Currencies. More
ever, the crisis in the Chinese economy is
surely having ripple effect on its giant
neighbour ;India. All the tall talk of “Make
In India” sloganeering has come to a
naught, increasingly the economic model
that Modi professed is being ridiculed in
the social media, as students, peasants/farm-
ers and the urban working people are either
feeling crunch.

The opposition to Modi & BJP ‘s socially
divisive and economically anti-poor agenda
has been sporadic and scattered. The Right
Wing forces led by RSS have been success-
ful in keeping the oppositional forces di-
vided, by appropriating some of their strat-

New Socialist Alternative

Committee for a Workers' International - India

What we stand for

egies. Caste-ism is one issue, that BJP has
been able to utilise to its advantage by pro-
moting One Nation-One India concept, by
creating an illusion among the lower rung
of the population by putting forward the
concept of Hindu Rashtra (Hindu Nation).

The failure of the Big Capitalist class rep-
resented by Congress Party in the past, to
solve any of the fundamental questions
faced by the masses has led to a quagmire
situation which the BJP/RSS have been able
to take advantage and create a very volatile
situation, which is bound to have far reach-
ing political effect in the entire region.

The recent attack on India’s Pathankot Air
Base by Jaish-e Mohammed (JeM) from Pa-
kistan, suddenly increased the temperatures
on both sides of the border. Not withstand-
ing the Tea and Birthday diplomacy of
Modi-Sheriff administrations, the question
of Military Pursuit was discussed alarming
the US administration to intervene to instruct
Pakistan administration to act against JeM
immediately.

The Working Class given any leadership
has time and again proved that it will move
forward to struggle, the historic General
Strike of September 2 where more than 100
million struck against the Modi administra-
tion has proved that point emphatically.

But it is the leadership that is wanting to
take advantage of that enormous class an-
ger to challenge the communal, casteist and
capitalist forces that are presently holding
the reigns of administration. While there is
a Business as Usual among the main com-
munist parties conducting the jamborees of
Conferences and Rallies, change of Party
bosses, but on the ground the right wing is
having its sway.
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