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EDITORIAL

Dear readers,

new political developments, the movements for democratic
change in many Arab countries, or the natural and nuclear
disaster in Japan all point to one thing: we must be careful
about assumed certainties.

The developments in the Arab World in particular show us
how little stability there is in some systems that might ap-
pear well established. We must monitor these processes in
a careful and discerning way, and we must seek a dialogue
with those involved in the processes of change themselves.
Patronising, no matter from which political camp it stems, is
certainly the wrong way to go. The developments in the Arab
World, and in many other regions, underline the importance
of political foundations in providing support based on solidar-
ity rather than an analysis driven by the politics of the day.
The work of the Rosa Luxemburg Foundation in 2010 cen-
tred on involvement in the pluralistic Left's thematic debates,
and within this context, also the debate on the political pro-
gramme of DIE LINKE. Other issues during the reporting year
included once again dealing with the «crisis» and finding al-
ternative solutions to it, as well as sustainability and socio-
ecological restructuring.

In a series of «socio-political forums» in Leipzig, Erfurt, Ber-
lin, Wiesbaden and Nuremberg in 2010, the Rosa Luxemburg
Foundation and federal state foundations dealt with issues of
a left-oriented political programme: peace policy, economic
democracy and forms of collectivisation, strategies to move
from a capitalist system dominated by financial markets to
21st century socialism, projects of a utopian character and,
not least of all, the issue of the lines of tradition in the history
of a democratic socialist current in society. With Sahra Wa-
genknecht, Christine Buchholz, Heinz Vietze, Dieter Klein, Mi-
chael Brie and Oskar Lafontaine at the head of the programme
commission of the party DIE LINKE, six voluntary or salaried
members and employees of the Rosa Luxemburg Foundation
were involved in the programme commission’s debates.

2010 was a year in which Germany appeared to emerge from
the profound economic crisis; it was also a year when unem-
ployment fell. But how stable was this development? What
social and global problems — for example the further increase
in involuntary part-time and temporary jobs and/or generally
precarious working conditions — are hidden behind this appar-
ently positive development? 2010 was, after all, also the year
of the profound euro zone crisis, that hit Greece and Ireland
particularly hard.

Despite the economic recovery in a series of EU and other
countries, the causes of the profound crisis of 2008/2009 in
the financial and other sectors undoubtedly still remain. In-
deed, the immense public debt taken on to bail out the bank-



ing and other sectors, among other things, threatens to end

up being shouldered by the weakest in society. The policy of
redistributing wealth upwards continues even after the crisis.
The Rosa Luxemburg Foundation’s intensive work on the

complex crises is far from outdated and remains current. The

Foundation now increasingly goes beyond analysing current
capitalism-based societies to come up with alternative devel-
opment options. An example of this was the Rosa Luxemburg

Foundation’s largest event in 2010, our «Auto.Mobil.Krise.»
conference in Stuttgart in October. It was complemented by
a series of studies and events organised together with federal

state foundations, for example in Lower Saxony.

We successfully managed to build on existing, but widely dis-
persed, conversion debates. The event was attended by Hans-
Juirgen Urban, not only an Executive Board Member of the IG

Metall metalworkers union, but also the creator of the term

«the mosaic Left». This term is a central concept for the orien-
tation of the Rosa Luxemburg Foundation.

The Rosa Luxemburg Foundation focussed on its third key
political issue for 2010 with its «<RLS on green tour» — a na-
tionwide series of events organised by the Rosa Luxemburg

Foundation and many federal state foundations dealing with

a wide range of environmental and sustainability issues, and

with an international conference «Power to the People» on

issues of energy policy in autumn in Berlin. The speakers in-
cluded many international guests, scientists, activists and

politicians from DIE LINKE, SPD and the Greens, but also

perhaps the best known advocate of a change in energy
policy, Hermann Scheer. His sudden death in October 2010

is a great loss for everyone, including the Rosa Luxemburg

Foundation.

«Politics needs knowledge» was the motto chosen by the

Rosa Luxemburg Foundation for the events, publications and

a ceremony in November 2010 to celebrate the 20* anniver-
sary of its establishment. Politics and political education need

knowledge, consultancy, debate and networking.

That is why the Foundation also actively promotes external

projects, including smaller-scale projects, but also some

empirical studies. We would like to mention two of these
studies in particular: «Crisis without conflict?», a study car-
ried out by the Institute for Sociological Research (ISF) and
WissenTransfer investigating the effects of the crisis in the
metalworking industry on works councils and union repre-
sentatives. Another study «Being Left» carried out by the La-
bour and Society Institute (INAG) dealt with political practice
and orientations in «Left-leaning everyday environments» in
Germany.

In 2010, many, sometimes unexpected, protests arose or re-
surfaced in Germany. «Stuttgart 21» was probably the protest
with the most remarkable result because it mobilised many
people from a more middle-class, and certainly not left-wing
background. The Rosa Luxemburg Foundation was present
with publications («The autumn of the angry citizen?») and
various events. It supported these processes with its own
means of political education and analysis. The same is true for
the resurgence of the anti-nuclear movement.

2010 saw a milestone in the process of achieving equality for
the Rosa Luxemburg Foundation compared to the other po-
litical foundations. The decisions of the German Bundestag
concerning the funding of foundations in 2011 and setting
the framework for the following years placed the Rosa Lux-
emburg Foundation within the pluralistic system of founda-
tions which reflects the broad democratic currents in German
society. By being involved in this pluralistic system, accept-
ing differences in political dialogue and opening them up to
discussion by asking question which do not necessarily need
to lead to clear answers and which go beyond the politics of
the day, the foundations represent a model for dealing with
political differences which is of interest beyond Germany’s
borders.

In this way they make an important contribution to the devel-
opment and formation of political culture. Today, the Rosa
Luxemburg Foundation is an emancipatory-democratic left-
wing institution with a permanent influence in the entire Fed-
eral Republic of Germany, in Europe and in the world. The
opening of our Regional Offices in Dakar, Quito, Belgrade and
New Delhi highlights this.

Here's hoping you enjoy reading what follows.

‘§u
BN

HEINZ VIETZE
Chairman of the Executive Board

DR. FLORIAN WEIS
Executive Director



20 YEARS OF THE
ROSA LUXEMBURG FOUNDATION

BUILDING BRIDGES

Important anniversaries often demand the right amount of ap-
preciation — and this entails a great deal of preparation. This
is also true of the 20t anniversary of the Rosa Luxemburg
Foundation. And so it is no surprise that the preparations for
the anniversary celebrations began months before the actual
date itself. We followed the same procedure as in our politi-
cal work and formed project groups, developed concepts and
drew up financing plans. After all, this was about organising
a dignified and, at the same time, recognisably left-wing cel-
ebration. It was a success. The final result was a diverse mix-
ture of publications, exhibitions and events. The highlight of
the opening ceremony was the reception in the ceremonial
hall of Berlin's House of Representatives, on the afternoon of
12 November 2010.

The preparations were carried out by the Head Office, with
a great deal of support from our colleagues from public re-
lations, event management and other structures within the
Foundation. Almost 200 personalities from the worlds of poli-
tics, culture and academia, accepted our invitation and turned
up on the night. These included representatives from other
political foundations and ambassadors, most of them from
Latin American countries. The ceremony was opened with a
short film giving the audience a short overview of important
milestones in the history of the Foundation. The film showed
clearly that the Foundation has changed to become more di-
verse, more pluralistic and more colourful.

The evening’s speakers drew attention to the commitment
of a large number of employees and supporters of the Rosa
Luxemburg Foundation, whose work has been vital in making
many of our achievements possible. However, as Christa Luft
pointed out, we must remain on the ball even in times of suc-
cess. The Foundation Chairman, Heinz Vietze, reminded the
listeners of how difficult the journey from 1999 to the present
day has been. He went on to say the Foundation has neverthe-
less established itself as an equal player in the political arena.

The Foundation has arrived — not in the top tier of society, but
in its role as a forum for critical debate about society.

We have succeeded in building a bridge between what theo-
logian Friedrich Schorlemmer described as a «system of soci-
ety in the East of the Republic that is internally and externally
broken and a future that brings with it the freedom to develop
oneself, uncertainty, collapse and a new start, all at the same
time». This role as a bridge builder also involves close con-



Panel «Faces of the Foundation»

tact with the political party DIE LINKE and its parliamentary
groups. What the Foundation has achieved in this respect was
emphasised by party Chair Gesine Létzsch and Gregor Gysi,
leader of the DIE LINKE group in Germany's national parlia-
ment, the Bundestag.

A panel discussion gave those attending the eventa good idea
of the diversity within the Foundation, and also the wide va-
riety of ways in which people come to it. In a session chaired
by executive director Florian Weis under the title «Faces of
the Foundation», five speakers explained how the Foundation
came into being, what is special about it and where it is go-
ing. The speakers were Wilfriede Otto, long-standing mem-
ber of the Foundation, Hilde Ettinger, former employee, Jane
Angerjarv, former scholarship recipient and now employee,
Julia Killet, also a recipient of funding from the scholarship
department of the Rosa Luxemburg Foundation and now a re-
gional employee in Munich, and Klaus Lederer, a former grant
recipient and now a member of the Berlin regional parliament.
They pointed out that emancipation is something that must
not only be taught, but also practiced. The celebrations ended
with a reception in the foyer of the parliament building. The
founding members, voluntary workers and many other guests
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Highlighting the Foundation’s achievements: Gregor Gysi

discussed and debated until late in the evening. A lot of net-
working went on, and this resulted in the establishment of
new contacts and the development of ideas for new educa-
tional projects. What is more, our in-house journal «RosalLux»
will be issued soon, telling readers about the history of the
Rosa Luxemburg Foundation in a series of short, interesting
and sometimes witty episodes (see page 16).

AWARD-WINNING EAST-WEST PROJECTS

The award ceremony could not have taken place in more dig-
nified surroundings. The Rosa Luxemburg Foundation’s 20t
anniversary celebrations took place in the building of Ber-
lin's House of Representatives on 12 November 2010. The
first award on the evening’s agenda was «GrowingTogether.
Prize for Political Education» which comes with a purse of
5,000 euros. The title «GrowingTogether» expresses an es-
sential left-wing educational goal, namely that educators and
learners grow together in education, work together on a par
with one another and embark upon emancipative pathsin the
way we teach and learn. However, the title also reclaims the



20 YEARS OF THE ROSA LUXEMBURG FOUNDATION

Visitors to the ceremony: Gerd Siebecke, Alex Demirovi¢, Rainer Rilling

term which —under contemporary understanding has to some

extent been hijacked by government officials as a slogan to re-
fer to the «growing together» of the two German states —and

uses the term to refer to a left-wing approach to education

that reflects the different experiences of political socialisation

within our society and which consciously takes on board and

comes to terms with the history of the GDR.

Finally, the title also contains an international aspect, that is,
an international brotherhood among the peoples of the world

to counter the process of capitalist globalisation.

The jury was made up of Stefanie Ehmsen and Wenke Chris-
toph from the Executive Board of the Rosa Luxemburg Foun-
dation, Evelin Wittich, Director of the Academy of Political

Education and Fritz Burschel, desk officer at the same institute,
as well as Detlef Nakath, Head of the federal state foundation

Brandenburg. They had the difficult task of choosing from

among several prize-worthy entries. The 15t prize ultimately

went to the unusual international youth education project,
«Vostock Process» (see Academy in this year’'s Annual Report,
page 13). The 2" prize went to Berlin's Grips Theatre for «Find-
ings —an educational theatre project about East-\West images»

for young people who were born after the fall of the Berlin Wall.
After laudatory speeches from Stefanie Ehmsen and Wenke

Christoph, representatives of the two projects received their

prizes personally from Evelin Wittich. The audience, visibly im-
pressed by what they saw, were able to gain an impression of

the winning projects in a video presentation.

Audience at the ceremony «20 years of the Rosa Luxemburg Foundation»

POSTERS FROIM 20 YEARS OF THE
ROSA LUXENIBURG FOUNDATION 1990-2010

On the occasion of this important anniversary, the Founda-
tion put together a brochure that presents 36 posters from the
Foundation’'s history. They illustrate its political development
and the wide spectrum of left-wing educational work.

THE FIRST POSTER: «\WE WERE THE PEOPLE»

Between 4 October and 10 November 1999, a huge placard
was hung on the front of the Haus des Lehrers. It referred
back to the demonstrations that had taken place 10 years be-
fore under the slogan «We are the people». The placard with
the new wording «\We were the people» placed the legendary
original from 1989 in the past tense. This allows for several
interpretations: pride in the historical happenings, sadness
about unfulfilled hopes and certainty about the historical dis-
tance that had been gained. The placard was organised by the
district administrative office of Berlin-Mitte with the support
of the Rosa Luxemburg Foundation.

THE MOST RECENT POSTER: «POWER TO THE PEOPLE»

The international conference on energy policy and sustain-
ability was the focal point for the «RLS on green tour» series
of events and it took place from 30 September to 2 October
2010 in Berlin. By organising this international conference,
the Rosa Luxemburg Foundation placed the currently preva-
lent alternative ideas about energy policy on the agenda for
discussion, both nationally and internationally, between at-
tendees from China, Nigeria, Tanzania, Kazakhstan and Mexi-
co. One main topic dealt with was analyses of the use of fossil
energy sources (see page 9).
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AUTOMOBILES, ENERGY AND
POLITICS

The years 2010/2011 will presumably be seen historically as

the turning point in the raw materials-based dynamics of re-
production within the capitalist system. Fukushima and Deep-
water Horizon are symbolic for this turnaround.

The sinking of the Deepwater Horizon oil platform in 2010

led to one of the greatest oil catastrophes in the history of

humanity, only exceeded by the oil spill in the Persian Gulf

following the Second Gulf War. In three months, more than

one million tonnes of oil flowed into the sea. And yet, oil poli-
cies have changed since then in only one respect. As it is not

possible to further increase oil production (peak oil), the fight

for profits from drilling the rapidly depleting reserves is reach-
ing a climax. At the same time, the costs and ecological risks

involved in extracting these last oil reserves have risen almost

uncontrollably.

The Japanese nuclear power station Fukushima has come to

represent a technology that is out of control. The nuclear di-
saster will perhaps go down in the history of capitalism as the

death throes of the prevailing energy era, because the energy
source acclaimed as a «bridging technology» that would lead

us into a new profit regime is beginning to collapse. We are

not dealing with the «historically obsolete Soviet Chernobyl»
here. What is being questioned is a global technological con-
struct within a capitalist High Modern Age.

The prophets who preach «Accumulate, accumulate!» (Works

of Marx and Engels 23, 621) are losing their old material ba-
sis, which, literally, fuelled the whole wonderful business. On

the one hand, nuclear power provided cheap energy locally.
Thus, the CDU parliamentary speaker for economics, Joachim

Pfeiffer, warned us in March 2011 that «if we now remove

cheap nuclear power generation capacities from the grid, it
will exert extreme pressure on electricity prices. We cannot
afford to have electricity-intensive industries leaving Germany
as aresult.»

On the other hand, the nuclear power stations are money-
making machines for those who run them. On 13 March 2011,
the Frankfurter Allgemeine Sonntagszeitung (newspaper)

wrote that «operational nuclear power stations are practi-
cally minting machines that throw off huge profits during nor-
mal operations. And any costs that are caused upstream or
downstream are borne by society. Research and radioactive

waste repositories are paid for by the state and society at large

bears the consequences when accidents happen, because no

insurance company in the world would take that risk upon

themselves.» It also must be said that, in cases of doubt, the

military state apparatus is always there, a loyal and financially
strong customer as the backbone of the system.

The struggle to extend the life of this business model is along

and bitter one. The protagonists and those in power continue



Itis not possible to develop alternative perspectives for
socio-ecological restructuring within our society in the
future without conflict and intensive debate. In 2010, the
Rosa Luxemburg Foundation promoted a discussion process
to this effect with two large conferences dealing with the
issues of energy and automobiles.

The percussion group «Bendo» at the «Power to the People» conference

to prevail and are trying to force another, post-fossil world
into the continuously restrictive Procrustean bed of this busi-
ness model.

This means that, after striving for peak oil, we will be striving
for peak nuclear power. The other policy change, developing
alternative perspectives for socio-ecological restructuring
within our society in the future, will therefore not be possible
without negative growth, difficult conflicts and intensive dis-
cussions.

«POWER TO THE PEOPLE» CONFERENCE

The Rosa Luxemburg Foundation launched this process of
discussion in the autumn of 2010 by organising two large
conferences on the subjects of Energy and Automobiles.
The Academy of Political Education focussed on the im-
portant issue of energy policy at an international confer-
ence. Prevailing and alternative ideas formed the basis for
debates on renewable energies, the use of fossil fuels and
nuclear power in the future, taking into consideration differ-
ent regional strategies. These regional strategies were intro-

Performance programme by Berlin school students

duced by participants from Tanzania, Nigeria, China, Mexico,
Poland, Kazakhstan and from different regions within Ger-
many. The Foundation always looks at energy-related issues
and all other ecological subjects in connection with solving
social problems and consistently in a democratic way. We
always pay particular attention to decentralised, regional
solutions, because the involvement of society as a whole
is a fundamental prerequisite for a transformation that is
equipped to deal with the future.

The lectures, discussions, films and other cultural events pro-
vided participants with examples of the complex problems
involved and the possible solutions to them. The outline of is-
sues given by Hermann Scheer and the discussion block criti-
cising the prevailing strategies of the Green New deal, fossil
capitalism and the strategies in China, Latin America, Africa
and Kazakhstan, did not lead to a feeling of hopelessness, but
to a sober assessment of the situation.

The proposals for practical solutions to bring about a transfor-
mation in energy policy such as re-nationalisation at the local
level, the setting up of cooperatives, and many other mea-
sures represent a small portion of what is possible, but also
show us that there are a great deal of options available.

The cultural contributions to the conference consisted of a
one-hour dramatic performance put together by Berlin school
students presented in the early afternoon of 1 November, as
well as experimental musical performances on the evening of
the same day. These were performed while guests enjoyed
their evening meal, which was put together with sustainabil-
ity and a regional approach in mind, and served in the court-
yard. The afternoon and evening left a lasting impression on
many participants. The evening ended in the Munzenberg
Hall with a screening of the film, «The 4t Revolution. Energy
Autonomy», which highlights further development possi-
bilities and contains motivating elements. This international
conference was a place of education, communication and
artistic exchange with the aim of bringing about a turnaround
in energy policy which has already begun in many places and
which must be continued.



AUTOMOBILES, ENERGY AND POLITICS

Discussion on «Stuttgart 21» at the «Auto.Mobil.Krise.» conference

«AUTO.VIOBIL.KRISE.» CONFERENCE

Germany'’s leading industry — automobile production - is
closely linked to the fossil fuel energy system, and it also faced
its own crisis immediately following the financial crisis. By in-
troducing measures like the «scrapping incentive» and an un-
precedented public debt policy, the crisis was brought under
control, however without opening up any prospects for long-
term stability. The main problem of excessive accumulation
remains unsolved and the use of public money does not open
up the way towards another accumulation model which must
be based on another material, non-fossil-fuel foundation and
a renunciation of the process — which has been going on for
decades now — of reinforcing economic and social inequality.
A remodelling of and negative growth in the financial indus-
try as well as of a capitalism and its industries that are based
on the economies of fossil fuels, on oil, coal and uranium, is
the dual task that every forward-thinking economic, environ-
mental, financial and social policy must take on board. A key
focus was placed at the conference on traffic and mobility.
The model of private automobile use that has prevailed since
its emergence at the end of the 19t century is not sustain-
able and can no longer be upheld. People are already talking
about the «end of automobilism» or about a «second auto-
mobile revolution» (Freyssenet). Together with the DIE LINKE
parliamentary group in the German Bundestag, the Scien-
tific Advisory Council of Attac and TIE, the Rosa Luxemburg
Foundation cooperated with the SOS/DIE LINKE group from
Stuttgart’s district council to organise the «Auto.Mobil.Krise.»
left-wing international conference. At the conference, which
took place at the end of October 2010 in Stuttgart, an attempt
was made to link the two strategic topics «Conversion — re-
structuring/negative growth» and «alternative mobility». The
conference’s own transformation, crisis and energy policy
approaches provided the backdrop. The conference, which
was well-attended by more than 400 participants, was very
successful with respect to the content delivered and the op-
portunity to make new contacts, especially for those from the

10

Round table discussions at the «Long night of the automobile»

scientific community and the trade unions. During the run-
up to the conference and following it, a series of publications
were presented, new public relations measures were carried
out (conference blog, Facebook, the «Standpunkte» journal,
special thematic publication issued by the «LuXemburg»
journal), a mobility data set was compiled and, over a period
of months, there was close cooperation between the parlia-
mentary group and the Foundation. Several follow-up projects
emerged which are to be carried outin 2011 and 2012. Thus,
the conference clearly established the fact that issues con-
cerning conversion and mobility policy will play a central role
in the work of the Rosa Luxemburg Foundation in the future.

THE FOUNDATION ON «GREEN TOUR»

In the year 2010, the Rosa Luxemburg Foundation embarked
on its «green tour» through Germany. Together with the federal
state foundations and cooperation partners, discussions were
held with very varied participants on ways out of «fossil capi-
talism» and about ways towards a liveable global future. The
enormous diversity of the subjects discussed, the very varied
problems, but also the wide range of possible solutions, proved
to be a challenge for everyone involved. The top subjects were
the failed climate summit in Copenhagen and alternative events
like that in Cochabamba. Debates also dealt with ways out of
the global crisis caused by the financial crash, the economic
crisis and climate change as well as the «New Green Deal» so-
lution proposal. Introducing alternative energy concepts, de-
centralised energy supply systems and an excursion through
the virtual Harz power station were just as interesting on the
«green tour» as the subject of brown coal in the Lausitz region.
The Rosa Luxemburg Foundation, in collaboration with the en-
vironmental group the Griine Liga, provided political education
on this subject based on practice. What can the inhabitants of
the Lausitz region do from a legal point of view to protect the
three endangered villages, the four moors, the bodies of water,
and so on, and to make sure that Vattenfall is prevented from



continuing coal mining in Janschwalde Nord? Regional devel-
opment problems were discussed in the light of the complex
use of renewable energies and re-nationalisation at the local
level in Mecklenburg-Western Pomerania.

In this federal state, several events took place as part of the
«green tour», dealing with the subject of sustainable develop-
ment of the state and the results of these should be taken into
consideration when drawing up a concept for regional devel-
opment. The Ingolstadt region, as a growing industrial region,
needs left-wing alternatives for a process of socio-ecological
change. This is something that the Bavarian federal foundation
discussed in June. The Rosa Luxemburg Foundation of Lower
Saxony organised a seminar with the environmental group
BUND Goslar on sustainability in the 215t century. «Everything
organic, or what?» was the topic of discussion in Saarland
and, in Saxony-Anhalt, events dealt with the book «The Global
Countdown», green genetic technology and the opportunities
presented by renewable energies.

The «green tour», with its total of around 30 events, was well-
received, something that was reflected in the active participa-
tion and lively debates of those who came, which made one
thing clear: in the future, topics like these will play an even
greater role in the political education of the Rosa Luxemburg
Foundation and will be dealt with using a wide range of meth-
odical approaches.

ROSA LUXEMEBLURG STIFTUNG

RS R L) FER ) T B S iy [ POty T R

TR, o W L, AT TS O CIETR TIR Sin
I L T e T Tt e AT T L T Tt
ImF B . WESD RAmA 1Rt B Lt e DA A SRS g eIt R TR e
em 1w, mhal s, B i3 ..r ZK K e « .
F R L A Tt T EA AT LS e n a8 iRE H A 1Tt SR A At W LR TR
worB owha e rmded g ekl v cdmbrowem Lekhl b

6 = 0 B oS oapEomy b ocs & ty— cTho =
L W R A AR s B e Emeaespe el

— S oo

Deeelt L | dnl
Pheta . e s A Y T W e
FArLM LT HEFTECH O T

A TEREAE I
EE LRI DR IR A

M HUBRSLT R TR FHE -
T T rAE I
BT EIEL A e

T -

Jw s clmg-ler @1 Enfoehat. o1 o en e i
ey 0 e .
e ommr o owtor
L L I T S I ] IS TR nx
e mma tmmme o am e me e
LI N TR T IN R,  N NT] “LITAR-1
TR T T
AN wmew, wam ek
b i
B EMERME MCGCHT  HLAS OFW RIELL e tTRe o mIE R o=
a s, SHOLCTMCHEE UELS) RARALTER e e ma e b e
—ree o 1
FROR PR ETER [T E .
U g vt
ELHLTIFT - | CHCA FLI W EEFS A RN OTd
n, rmaa ¥ Tm
mmmemdaran ot o iem e s
MR MR PmASAE L eimme Gt oWEmA ImW G EE C
P T L P T =T [T F = LT
P =yt P T ==l
s L
. - -
B L ' - R Fe
wrawas Fura e L . LiLTR.- W I

AUTOMOBILES, ENERGY AND POLITICS

STANDPUNKTE 28

AUTO.STRUGGLES.GLOBAL.

with contributions from:

Elaine Hui: Automobile expansion and strike waves in
China; Herman Rosenfeld: Trade union crisis, struggles,
conversion; Thad Williamson: Democratic planning and
workers’ control

STANDPUNKTE 29

Karl Otto Henseling

THE BIG TRANSFORMATION. THE NECESSARY
STRUCTURAL CHANGE IN THE INDUSTRIALISED
AUTOMOBILE SOCIETY

STANDPUNKTE 30

AUTO.VIOBILE.ALTERNATIVES.

with contributions from:

Joel Crawford: Conversions: How cities can become free
of cars: International Transport Workers’ Federation (ITF);
Modal change: Changing over to low emission forms of
transport; Hendrik Sander: Reclaim your public transport.
Left-wing campaigns for a socially fair and ecological
system of public transport.

STANDPUNKTE 34

AUTO.VIOBILE.HISTORY.

with contributions from:

Johann-Giinther Kénig: The power of the automachine.
Greg Grandin: Fordlandia — from Detroit to the Amazon -
A journey through the ruins of an Empire;

George Steinmetz: Detroit: The history of two crises;
Kai Kaschinski: Mobility in science fiction

STANDPUNKTE 31

Ulrich Schachtschneider
POWER TO THE PEOPLE - THREE TIMES!

11



12

THE ACADEMY OF
POLITICAL EDUCATION

The heartbeat of the political education carried out by the
Rosa Luxemburg Foundation can be heard in the Academy.
The job of the Academy is to develop educational measures
and training courses, conferences and workshops which
transfer theoretical aspects. Our expectation here is to pro-
vide left-wing, participative and critical education. Method-
ological diversity, extensive consultation and expertise in an
exchange with the in-house divisions, but above all with the
Foundation’s associations, among these 14 offices abroad,
are part of the «core business» of the Academy. This also
involves bringing together networks, initiating projects and
developing usable and vocal educational material. The aim is
to make a left-wing standpoint heard in area of conflict within
society and also to encourage people to learn. This expecta-
tion we have of our work is reflected in the following selec-
tion of highlights from the Academy’s work in 2010 — even if
«selection» in this case means that dozens of first class and
successful events organised by the Academy must remain
without mention.

EDUCATE THE EDUCATORS

The most important task facing a large organisation pro-
viding political education is, of course, further training in
political matters. In addition to its increasingly demanding
programme of courses, seminars, workshops and training, in
2010 the Academy focussed for the first time on qualifica-
tions for political educators. The aim here is to take on board
our political responsibility in the educational process and to
do justice to the many-layered left-wing environment provid-
ed by Foundation, party and social movements. As part of a
programme of 10 appointments, intensive work was carried
out to build bridges between different working methods and
our own educational work by sharing theories and compe-
tences and engaging in a friendly exchange of ideas among
colleagues.

PULLING TOGETHER TO CREATE A FAIRER WORLD

Called together by the Foundation, 16 participants who com-
pleted the training course «Politics - Communication — Man-
agement» in 2009/2010 over a period of 19 months and
covering a total of 416 hours of training, met up to test instru-
ments for a fairer world using red lines and green arrows to
highlight mistakes that have been made in the area of com-
munication. The motto was «The programme was and is the
class!» — at least, in the end, that was title of the lovingly pre-
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International exchange within an open methodical framework:
the «Vostock Forum» in Murmansk in the summer of 2010

pared «Class register». The next course sees the tenth year
of one of the most successful projects ever run by the Rosa
Luxemburg Foundation.

MURMANSK MILESTONE

The two most important annual events in the area of youth
education are the «Vostock Forum» and the «Dialogue be-
tween cultures». These are organised by the «Russia work-
ing group» in the north-west Russian city of Murmansk which
emerged from youth education network of the Rosa Luxem-
burg Foundation. The project, which has won prizes since be-
ing set up (see Prize for Political education, page 5), creates
international political networks and provides a space where
educators, activists and artists can try out new formats within
an intercultural context. Enthusiastic feedback is witness to
seven years of ongoing dynamics in the «Vostock process».
The Forum 2010 in Apatity on the subject of «Freedom and
security», attended by around 30 young people from Russia,
Germany and Serbia was a highlight in international youth
education.

HISTORY AND CIVIL COURAGE

In the area of contemporary history, the Academy funded the
entries in 2010 of two groups of school pupils taking part in
the «Civil courage unites» competition, which was organ-
ised under the umbrella of DIE LINKE party chairman, Gesine
Lotzsch. Pupils from the Christa-und-Peter-Scherpf grammar
school in Prenzlau provided impressive educational mate-
rial for the Auschwitz concentration camp museum, which
can now also be seen as an exhibition. Another project, com-
pleted by a pupil from Freiberg dealing with «Operation Re-
inhard» — the systematic extermination of about two million
Jews and 50,000 Roma by the Nazis under the so-called «Gen-
eral Government» in 1942/1943 — was made possible with the
special support of the Academy. Both projects were awarded
a trip to memorial sites in Slovenia and Croatia, also funded by
the Rosa Luxemburg Foundation.

GLOBAL KNOWLEDGE ECONOMY

The «Capitalism dot com» congress dealt with digital product
relations and aspects of the information society. The lecture
on the «global knowledge economy» held by London aca-
demic Ursula Huws in the House for Democracy and Human
Rights was followed by an interesting discussion on the work-
ing situation of «creative» people and on the subjects of prop-
erty, rights of freedom and the corresponding interventions.
The conclusion of the congress was that, from a left-wing
point of view, the social dimensions of a political strategy for
the internet and the linking up of left-wing activists must be
focussed on more.

GAINING CAPITAL FROM MARX

The «Capital» reading groups are no doubt among the most
successful offers provided by the Academy. Over the year, a
number of «satellite seminars» are also organised around the
reading group events; these deal in depth with selected prob-
lems and questions on the subject of «capital». Last year, for

13



THE ACADEMY OF POLITICAL EDUCATION

Subject, place, people and circumstances: A workshop as part of the conference on
«Policies for the metropolis» on the former Rotaprint premises in the Berlin district of Wedding

example, Pia Garske spoke on the Marxist analysis of gender
relations, while Sonja Buckel talked about a materialistic theo-
ry of law according to Marx and Jan Hoff spoke about inter-
national perspectives for the «New Marx Reading».

This offer is also certain to find interest in the long term and
audio recordings can be accessed at www.das-kapital-lesen.de.

SPEAKING OF SUSTAINABILITY

One high point in the Academy calendar was the international
conference «Power to the people. New energy for left-wing
alternatives», as part of which the Foundation put up for dis-
cussion prevailing and alternative ideas about energy policy
(see page 8).

NEIGHBOURHOOD IMPROVEMENT OR
GENTRIFICATION?

«Policies for the metropolis» was the main item on the agen-
da in July 2010 on the premises of the former Rotaprint print
works in the Berlin district of Wedding. In the face of the hot
summer weather, a cool head was required when looking at the
urban development concepts of London, Istanbul and Vienna
and workshops on alternative projects from Tel Aviv, Berlin,
New York and Paris. In addition to gentrification, privatisation
and returning ownership back to the communities, immigra-
tion and integration, the participants also discussed questions
such as city shrinkage. Creative ways to deal with «neighbour-
hood improvements» were in the air at the Megaspree parade
and at the closing party at the //about blank club at Ostkreuz.

THE ACADEMY AS A «GLOBAL PLAYER»: ESF IN TURKEY

The Academy is also a player within an international context,
for example, at the European Social Forum (ESF) in Istanbul at

14

The job of the Academy is to develop educational measures
and training courses, conferences and workshops, series
of events and weekend seminars which transfer theoretical
aspects. The aim is to develop a left-wing, participative and
critical education.

Large discussion group at the «Rus» hostel near Apatity in the Murmansk Oblast:
Young people from Germany, Russia and Serbia at work

the beginning of June 2010. «We need another Europe!» was
the appeal sent out at the ESF, where social movements, left-
wing networks, as well as critical academics and non-govern-
ment organisations came together. It took place in Istanbul in
2010, and the Foundation invited activists from various fields
there with the aim of bundling the many different voices in
favour of another Europe in the face of global climate change,
the rejection of refugees at the gates of «Fortress Europe» and
the massive offloading of the impacts of the international eco-
nomic and financial crisis on to the backs of salaried employ-
ees and the unemployed. By organising its own seminars and
taking part in international forums, the Foundation already
acts as a sought-after, Left-wing «global player».

EXPANDING THE VULNERABILITY ZONE

The symposium «Crisis as a symptom. The impact of the world-
wide financial and economic crisis» can be seen as the high
point of the Academy’s «Gender department» in the past year.
The main speaker was Berlin sociologist Alexandra Manske,
who provided a bleak outline of unsettling social circumstances



in our society and the entrenchment of poverty at its edges. In
reference to Robert Castel, she spoke about «zones of vulner-
ability» and a tenuous «new concept for the world of work».
This certainly has an ambivalent impact on gender relations,
she added. The chairwoman of the ver.di trade union in Baden-
Wirttemberg, Sybille Stamm, advocated from a feminist point
of view undertaking «a struggle marked by equality — in solidar-
ity with the alienated boys» to deal with this situation.

AGAINST THE EXTREMISM CLAUSE

One unusual Germany wide anti-fascism event was also the
«Manometer. Anti-fascist family gathering 2010» which took
place in Kassel at the beginning of October. More than 130
participants from 14 federal states aged between 16 and
66 showed a great deal or energy, inquisitiveness and stay-
ing power in the discussions and debates that took place on
the most important questions concerning anti-fascist work
in the areas of education, journalism, politics and «on the
street». Long-established structures in research, political

THE ACADEMY OF POLITICAL EDUCATION

education and anti-fascist activities are under massive threat
and their scope of action greatly restricted by the current gov-
ernment policy in the context of the «extremism clausen». It
is therefore all the more important to enable such an uncon-
strained meeting as this.

ART AND CULTURE AGAINST THE RIGHT

The range of anti-fascist cultural events and activities covered
everything from punk rock against Nazis to Bernd Langer's
consistently popular guided tours of places in Berlin where
revolutionary struggle took place right up to traditional liter-
ary and evening events. These included, for example, a criti-
cal viewing of the film «Downfall», readings with Dietmar
Dath, Erik Neutsch, in memory of Christian Geissler, on litera-
ture from the GDR as well as an evening in remembrance of
11 September 1973 in Chile. Our close cooperation with the
shop-front gallery of the daily newspaper «junge Welt» has
proved to be a success with a great deal of popularity among
the public, and will be continued.

Learning together, becoming active together, growing together: red lines, green arrows, flipcharts, pin boards, presenter’s case,
large sheets of paper, pads of paper, thick markers, fineliner pens, coloured slips of paper, chairs in a circle, warm ups, morning
circles, stories, discussions, conflicts and solutions, knowledge and questions, a diversity of methods and left-wing demands.
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PUBLICATIONS OF THE
ROSA LUXEMBURG FOUNDATION

THE «ROSALUX>» IN-HOUSE JOURNAL

In the year 2010, the in-house journal of the Rosa Luxemburg

Foundation, «Rosalux», took up controversial subjects of the
left, such as socio-ecological restructuring and the debate
within the party DIE LINKE about its programme, focussing
on the issues «Qil was yesterday» or «The left determines
the direction». The editorial staff were able to engage some
renowned authors, including Elmar Altvater, Birke Bull, Alex
Demirovi¢ and Hans Thie. In an interview, the current party
leader of DIE LINKE, Gesine Lotzsch, spoke about the direc-
tion of her party’s political programme. The first issue of the
journal in 2010 was dedicated to an analysis of the first 100
days of the Christian Democrat-Liberal federal government.
Georg Fulberth, Cornelia Mohring, Wolf-Dieter Narr and

Stephan Lessenich contributed insightful articles. In addition

to the special focus in each issue, «<Rosalux» also reported on

events, cooperation projects and publications of the Founda-
tion in the Federal Republic and worldwide and, in an analyti-
cal section, it also dealt with questions of current relevance.
The editorial team is composed of employees of the following

RLS departments: Institute, Academy, Centre for International

Dialogue and Cooperation (ZID) and the Scholarship Depart-
ment, as well as the Public Relations department. The journal

is published quarterly with a circulation of 5,000, it is free of
charge and can be retrieved from the Internet. It is distributed

by the Foundation per mail to subscribers and presented as

information material at events.

Additionally, a special issue of «<Rosalux» with the title «Politik
braucht Wissen» (Politics needs knowledge) was published

to mark the occasion of the 20t anniversary of the Rosa Lux-
emburg Foundation, which was accompanied by words of
greeting from the former GDR civil-rights activist Friedrich

Schorlemmer and the chairman of the Hanns Seidel Foun-
dation, Hans Zehetmair. Furthermore, the chairman of the
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Foundation’s Executive Board, Heinz Vietze, spoke about the
history and future tasks facing this political education insti-
tution in an interview. The origins and development of the
Foundation from its founding days in 1990 were traced in 15
episodes. Around 40 renowned personalities from all over the
world congratulated the Foundation with short messages of
congratulation on its 20 years of existence and encouraged
the institution to keep an ever sharper eye on society.

CONTACT/ORDERING:
Karin Malingriaux

Phone 030 44310-123

E-Mail: malingriaux@rosalux.de

THE «LUXENMIBURG>» JOURNAL

Also in 2010, the work of «LuXemburg» was shaped by the
issue of pressing ahead with left-wing discussions concern-
ing strategies for transforming society — beyond the usual
divisions between political currents and schools, theory and
practice, politics and culture, economics and daily life. «Fur
ein linkes Mossaik» (1/2010) (In favour of a left-wing mosa-
ic) discussed the relationship between left-wing parties and
the movement and looked at which perspectives would help
both of these to overcome the crisis. The issue entitled «Alles
wird Gut» (2/2010) (Everything’s going to be fine) cast a criti-
cal eye on «good capitalism» as a response to global crises
and reported on the top-down and bottom-up struggles for
«good» — life, work, government. «Auto.Mobil.Krise.» (3/2010)
(Auto.Mobile.Crisis.) investigated the powers relationships
within automotive capitalism and scenarios for the neces-
sary transformation of the automotive industry. «Commons,
Kommune, Kommunismus» (4/2010) (Commons, Local Gov-
ernment, Communism) investigated common assets — dispo-
sition, possession, planning —and looked for ways towards a
different economy with a discussion about common property,
participatory budgets and movements in the neoliberal city.

A new thread, Class & Care, was launched: In addition to re-
ports on the unacceptable conditions and struggles in the
care and nursing sector, the articles discussed an alternative
social division of labour. The issues were also enriched by de-
bates on the Social Forum movement and on solidarity, on art
& politics and socialism.

We w