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▶ MAY 1972
Jon Burge was promoted to 
Chicago Police Detective 
and assigned to Area 2 on 
the South Side of Chicago. 
Prior to joining the CPD, 
Burge served as a military 
police investigator in 
Vietnam.

▶ 1972 – 1981
African-American men were 
tortured with electric shock 
and suffocation by Burge 
and his men in order to 
obtain confessions



▶ FEB. 14,1982

Andrew Wilson was 
arrested for murder, 
brought to Area 2 where he 
was repeatedly tortured 
with electric-shock, 
suffocation and burning by 
Burge and detectives under 
his supervision.

▶ FEB. 17,1982

Wilson was examined by 
Dr. John Raba, Medical 
Director at Cook County 
Jail. Dr. Raba sent a letter 
to Police Superintendent 
Richard Breczek, detailing 
Wilson's injuries and 
requesting an investigation.

▶ 1981 – 1988

87 men alleged being 
tortured at Area 2 in order 
to obtain confessions. In 
most cases, the State's 
Attorney's Office was aware 
of the allegations, but used 
the coerced statements to 
convict torture survivors 
and send them to prison 
anyway.

▶ JAN. 28, 1991

Amnesty International called 
for an inquiry into 
allegations of police torture 
in Chicago. Then Mayor 
Daley responds with "no 
comment whatsoever."



▶ JAN. 1992

City lawyers admitted that 
the evidence of Area 2 
torture established "an 
astounding pattern or 
plan… to torture certain 
suspects… into confessing 
to crimes."

▶ NOV. 2, 1992

Office of Professional 
Standards cited 50 cases of 
torture and abuse at Area 2 
under Burge and finds that 
this abuse was 
"systematic", and "included 
psychological techniques 
and planned torture."



▶ FEB. 11, 1993
The Chicago Police Board 
fired Jon Burge and 
suspended Detective John 
Yucaitis for 15 months on 
charges of torturing and 
physically abusing Andrew 
Wilson.

▶ 1998
Torture survivors on 
Illinois's death row 
organize, dubbing 
themselves The Death Row 
10. Survivors and family 
members joined with the 
Campaign to End the Death 
Penalty, the Illinois Coalition 
to Abolish the Death 
Penalty and attorneys to 
mount a commutation 
campaign.

▶ 2003
Governor George Ryan 
commuted all death 
sentences and pardoned 
four, having determined that 
their confessions were 
obtained under torture.

▶ 2004
Fed up with local 
government officials' failure 
to hold Burge and others 
accountable and provide 
reparations to the survivors, 
Black People Against Police 
Torture (BPAPT) organized 
a coalition of lawyers, 
activists and organizations 
to take the cases to the 
International Human Rights 
Arena.



▶ MAY 19, 2006

The United Nations 
Committee Against Torture 
found that the U.S. 
government had violated 
the torture convention and 
called on them to "bring the 
perpetrators to justice."

▶ OCT. 2006

Jon Burge was convicted in 
federal court for perjury and 
obstruction of justice based 
on the fact that he lied 
under oath in a civil case 
when he denied he and 
others committed acts of 
torture.



▶ 2011 – PRESENT

Twenty African-American 
men remain in prison as a 
result of convictions based 
in whole or in part upon 
their coerced confessions. 
The vast majority of torture 
survivors have received no 
financial compensation or 
psychological counseling 
for their suffering.

Jeannette Plummer, mother of Johnny Plummer, a Chicago Police Torture 
survivor who remains incarcerated, holds a picture of her son at the CTJM Open 
House, 17 March 2012.

Photo courtesy of Joey Carr



The Chicago Torture 
Justice Memorials Project 
has collected proposals for 
a speculative monument to 
memorialize the Chicago 
police torture cases. Our 
goal is to honor the 
survivors of torture, their 
family members and the 
African American 
communities affected by 
torture. The monument will 
also recall and honor the 
nearly two-decades long 
struggle for justice waged 
by torture survivors, their 
families, attorneys, 
community organizers, and 
people from every 
neighborhood and walk of 
life in Chicago.
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Chicago Torture Justice Memorial Launch held at the Hull House in June 2011.



DESIGN CHARRETTE, 7 AUG. 2011

A design workshop held in the Woodlawn neighborhood to generate 
ideas for proposals for the Chicago Torture Justice Memorials.  

"Although Burge is behind bars for what he did over the 
years, the residue of his actions still exists. In an effort to call 
attention to these injustices and the long road it took to get 
the voices of those affected heard, the Chicago Torture 
Justice Memorials project was created."  —Tempestt Hazel

Photos courtesy of Tempestt Hazel

Chicago artist Preston Jackson 
shared his experience with 
creating public memorials.

Signs created during 
brainstorming sessions.



The CTJM project 
conducted an Open House 
event at the Jane Addams 
Hull-House Museum which 
included a special 
performance by spoken 
word artist FM Supreme, 
and a presentation by NEIU 
students how class projects 
can result in original 
memorials.

OPEN HOUSE, 17 MAR. 2012

Joey Mogul, attorney for the People's 
Law Office.

Cathy McMillian, member of 
Campaign to the End the Death 
Penalty speaks with Armanda 
Shackleford, family member of a 
Chicago Police torture survivor.

Bertha Escamilla, activist with 
Families of the Wrongfully Convicted.

Enrique Valdez, an activist who was 
incarcerated due to a wrongful 
conviction, and Bertha Escamilla.

Mario Venegas, CTJM Advisory 
Board Member and Chilean survivor 
of torture under Pinochet's regime.



The call goes out for submissions of potential memorials.



Chicago Torture Justice 
Memorials received many 
proposals for memorials to 
recognize the suffering of 
the torture victims, their 
families and the community 
at large.

The proposals were 
presented to the public in 
2012 at an exhibition at the 
Sullivan Galleries called 
Opening the Black Box: The 
Charge is Torture.

The following are the 
submitted works.
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Holly Abney

a chair, a box, a door, 
names: a public memorial
2012
Silkscreen poster (edition of 
106)



Bishono Adhar

Chicago Memorial
2012
Digital image



ATOM-r

Memento Mori
2012
Installation



Daniel Bauer

A Loos Proposition for the 
Chicago Torture Justice 
Memorials
2012
Digital image



Gregory Beck

Breaking the Chains
2012
Digital image



Alexandra Birmpili

Chicago Torture Justice 
Memorial "The Black 
Rectangle"
2012
Digital illustration



Marcello Brodsky

The Undershirt
2012
Digital photograph



Claire Bruce

Maquette for Public 
Sculpture
2012
Paper



Maria Cantoni

Arbanelle
2011
Slides, glass jars, olive oil



Kim Chanbonpin

Truth Commission
2012
Digital print



Jonathan Choe

Safe Space Canopy
2012
Digital print



Colleen Coleman

I Am a Human Being
2012
Digital print



Colleen Coleman

Chicago Torture Justice 
Memorial Library and 
Center for Healing
2012
Digital illustration



Odile Compagnon

Less Than Lethal
2012
Digital print, zoetrope model



Brenna Conley-Fonda

Untitled
2012
Hair, glue



aplusd-Concepts

Memory and Hope
2012
Digital illustration



Juan delGado

Who Are You Entertaining 
To?
2012
Digital video



Jim Duignan

Salve
2012
Repurposed cabinetry, soil, 
succulents, Chicago Police 
Department service coat 
button



Lamont Edwards

Precinct 2 Tower
2012
Digital illustration



Tarik Essalhi

Gisant 3
2010
Digital print of concrete 
sculpture



Tirtza Even

Sentence Worn, a segment
2012
Concrete, video



Richard Fox

No Pain
2012
Digital prints



Jean Fujita

The Apse
2012
Digital animation



Stephan Gross

Blame Me
2012
Vinyl



Robby Herbst

Altered Chicago Police 
Badges
2012
Mixed media



Hans Heydebreck

Stars or Stripes
2012
Digital illustration



Renaldo Hudson

Freedom Cost
2011
Acrylic on canvas



David Jenista

Chicago Torture Justice 
Memorials
2012
Digital illustration



Petrit Kabashi

Mirror of Pleading Eyes
2012
Digital illustration



Rebecca Keller

Soft Prod
2012
Fabric sculpture



Patricia Kozela

Untitled Poem
2012
Digital illustration



Tran Le Manh

One-Way Transparency
2012
Mixed media



T.W. Li

Images from The Museum 
of Authority
2005
Archival pigment prints



Heather Lindahl

Truths · Trusts: Proposal for 
a Process Toward Repair
2012
Mixed media installation



Lucky Pierre

Actions for Chicago Torture 
Justice
2012
Bronze plaques, table, 
chair, book, laser prints



Carole Frances Lung

A Stitch in Time
2012
Installation



Robert MacNeill

Looking to the Sky
2012
Digital illustration



C.J.M

Add a Fifth Star: A New Flag 
for the City of Chicago
2011
Polyester



Josh MacPhee with 
collaborators

Untitled
2012
Serigraph



Erica Meiners, Michelle 
Boyd

I Don't Recall
2012
Repurposed CD and tape 
players, Rolodex



Cynthia Mercado

Untitled
2012
Prezi design, t-shirt design



Isidoro Michan

Opposing Forces
2012
Digital illustration



Latrese Monden

Harmless Error
2012
Acrylic on canvas



Anne Elizabeth Moore

Rest Area on the Path to a 
More Just Future
2012
Mixed media



Matt Nicholas

Voice Parade
2012
Water-soluble paper



Monica Nickolai

Quiet Car
2012
Digital illustration



Caty Nordyke

Untitled
2012
Inkjet print



Erik Peterson

CTJM Green Light Project
2012
Mixed media



Mitchell Ramseur

Life Above All Else
2012
Digital illustration



Flávio Rodrigues

I Am a Memory
2012
Charcoal, acrylic



Edward Salem and C.A.
F.F. Collective

Aaron Lied
2012
Digital illustration



Bert Stabler

Lesson and Essay
2012
Written proposal



Richard Ross

Interview Room, Oakland 
Police Department (left)
Booking Bench LAPD (right)
2012
Archival prints



Alex Singleton

Untitled
2012
Mixed media



Christine Tarkowski

"There remains a fifth 
constellation which God 
used for embroidering the 
constellations on the whole 
heaven." Plato
2012
Glass, resin



Ultra Red

Protocols for the Sound of 
Alternatives
2012
Mixed media installation



Georgia Wall, Nick 
Bastis

Placeholder
2012
Video



Curt Walter

I Had to Rearrange Their 
Faces and Give Them All 
Another Name
2012
Digital illustration



Erik Wood

Interwoven
2012
Digital illustration



Chris Yaranoff

Chicago Torture Justice 
Memorial: Project
2012
Digital illustration



Christopher Yee

Untitled
2012
Digital print zine



Da Lin Zhang

Raise Your Arm Do Not 
Leave Justice Alone
2012
Digital illustration



OPENING THE BLACK BOX RECEPTION 5 OCT. 2012 

The public view the opening 
reception of the exhibition, 
Opening the Black Box: The 
Charge Is Torture.



Torture survivor Marvin Reeves signs 
his name.

Survivors Anthony Holmes and Darrell Cannon add their signatures to the wall.

Survivors tour the exhibit, adding their names to a list of survivors on the wall, a piece by 
SAIC's Mary Patten.

Anthony Holmes' signature.



Attorney Joey Mogul and torture 
survivor Anthony Holmes view a 
timeline of the torture and the 
subsequent road to justice.

Darrell Cannon speaks at the 
reception.

Torture survivors (l to r) Marvin Reeves, Anthony Holmes, David Bates, Darrell 
Cannon and (front) Mark Clements.



TORTURE AWARENESS EVENTS, OCT. THRU DEC. 2012



TORTURE AWARENESS EVENTS, OCT. THRU DEC. 2012
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ROVING EXHIBITIONS
The exhibition, Opening the 
Black Box: The Charge is 
Torture, will be on display in 
other venues in Chicago.  
For emerging details, dates, 
and locations, check our 
website, chicagotorture.org, 
and join the mailing list or 
follow the project on 
Facebook and Twitter.

CONTINUING OPEN 
CALL FOR PROPOSALS
You can still submit a 
proposal to the CTJM 
project to be included in 
future exhibitions.

EDUCATION AND OUTREACH...

NEW HEARINGS FOR THE INCARCERATED...

CITY COUNCIL ORDINANCE FOR REPARATIONS...

JOIN US...



O R D I N A N C E

REPARATIONS FOR THE CHICAGO POLICE TORTURE SURVIVORS

WHEREAS, the City of Chicago acknowledges that former Chicago Police Commander Jon Burge and detectives under 
his command systematically engaged in acts of torture, physical abuse and coercion of African American men and women 
at Area 2 and 3 Police Headquarters from 1972 through 1991; and

WHEREAS, the acts of torture committed by Burge and detectives under his command included electrically shocking 
individuals on their genitals, lips and ears with an electric shock box or cattle prod; suffocating individuals with plastic 
bags; subjecting individuals to mock execution with guns; physical beatings with telephone books and rubber hoses; and 
other forms of physical and psychological abuse; and

WHEREAS, Burge and his men committed these acts of torture and abuse to extract confessions from the victims which 
were subsequently admitted against them in their criminal prosecutions resulting in their wrongful convictions; and

WHEREAS, these acts of torture, physical abuse and coercion violate state, federal and international law and such acts are 
universally condemned worldwide; and

WHEREAS, the trauma and damage caused by these heinous acts continue to deleteriously effect the torture survivors, 
their family members, African American communities and the City of Chicago; and

WHEREAS, the trauma and damage caused by these heinous acts will continue to cause egregious harm to those affected 
unless the City of Chicago and other municipal bodies enact reparations to mitigate the harm; and

WHEREAS, the City of Chicago must officially acknowledge the torture that occurred in the City and resolve to never 
allow such acts to go undeterred and unpunished ever again, now therefore,



BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF CHICAGO AND 
THE MAYOR OF CHICAGO:

● Hereby apologizes to the torture survivors, their family members, and other affected individuals and communities 
on behalf of the City of Chicago for the violations and harm incurred by these torture practices.

● Hereby creates a Chicago Police Torture Reparations Commission that is responsible for administering financial 
reparations to the torture survivors to compensate them for the torture they endured.

● Hereby creates a center on the south side of Chicago that will provide psychological counseling and vocational 
training to the torture survivors, their family members and others affected by law enforcement torture and abuse. 

● Hereby calls on local law enforcement officials to provide evidentiary hearings to the torture survivors who 
remain behind bars who had their coerced confessions used against them at their criminal trials resulting in their 
wrongful convictions, and moreover, supports the torture survivors’ rights to have a full and fair opportunity to 
present evidence that demonstrates they were physically coerced into giving a confession.

● Hereby calls on federal and state law enforcement agencies to investigate and prosecute the detectives who 
worked under Burge’s command who engaged in acts of torture, perjury or obstruction of justice to cover up the 
torture and physical abuse.

● Hereby commits to supporting the creation of public memorials that memorialize the Chicago Police Torture 
survivors and the struggle for justice on their behalf.



chicagotorture.org


