NATIONAL SECURITY AGENCY

CENTRAL SECURITY SERVICE
FORT GEORGE G. MEADE, MARYLAND 20755-6000

FOIA Case: 58987
1 July 2009

Mr. Mark J. Perry

Electronic Privacy Information Center
1718 Connecticut Avenue NW

Suite 200

Washington, DC 20009

Dear Mr. Perry:

This is an initial response to your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)
request submitted via facsimile on 25 June 2009, which was received by this
office on 26 June 2009, for copies of the following records:

1. “The text of the National Security Presidential Directive 54
- otherwise referred to as The Homeland Security Presidential
Directive 23.

2. The full text, including previously unreported sections, of the
Comprehensive National Cybersecurity Initiative, as well as any
executing protocols distributed to the agencies in charge of its
implementation.

3. Any privacy policies related to either the Directive, the Initiative,
including but not limited to, contracts or other documents
describing privacy policies for information shared with private
contractors to facilitate the Comprehensive National Cybersecurity
Initiative.”

Your request has been assigned Case Number 58987. This letter
indicates that we have begun to process your request. There is certain
information relating to this processing about which the FOIA and applicable
Department of Denfense (DOD) and NSA/CSS regulations require we inform
you. For purposes of this request and based on the information you provided
in your letter, you are considered a representative of the media. Unless you
qualify for a fec waiver or reduction, you must pay for duplication in excess of
the first 100 pages. Your request for a waiver of fees has been granted.

Please be advised that a FOIA request may be expedited if the requester
has made a statement certified by the requester to be true and correct to the
best of his/her knowledge that a compelling need exists. Compelling need is
defined as follows:
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1. The failure to obtain the records on an expedited basis could
reasonably be expected to pose an imminent threat to the life or physical safety
of an individual.

2. The information is urgently needed by an individual primarily
engaged in disseminating information to inform the public about actual or
alleged Federal Government activity. Urgent need means that the information
has a particular value that will be lost if not disseminated quickly.

A request will also be handled expeditiously, upon receipt of a certified
statement by the requester, if the substantial due process rights of the
requester would be impaired by the failure to process the request immediately
and the information sought is not otherwise available; there is a humanitarian
need which will promote the welfare and interest of mankind; or other narrowly
construed exceptional circumstances exist.

Your request for expedited treatment has been denied because it does
not meet the FOIA’s criteria for expedited treatment. We will process your
request in our normal processing queue.

The Initial Denial Authority for NSA is the Deputy Associate Director for
Policy and Records, Diane M. Janosek. If you disagree with the decision
regarding denial of your expedite request, you may file an appeal to the
NSA/CSS Freedom of Information Act Appeal Authority. The appeal must be
postmarked no later than 60 calendar days after the date of the initial denial
letter. The appeal shall be in writing addressed to the NSA/CSS FOIA Appeal
Authority (DJP4), National Security Agency, 9800 Savage Road STE 6248, Fort
George G. Meade, MD 20755-6248. The appeal shall reference the denial and
shall contain, in sufficient detail and particularity, the grounds upon which
you believe expeditious processing is warranted. The NSA/CSS Appeal
Authority will endeavor to respond to the appeal within 20 working days after
receipt, absent any unusual circumstances.

Sincerely,

PAMELA N. PHILLIPS
Chief
FOIA/PA Office



