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6 BEFORE THE BELL If there's some negative reaction to her being

selected number-one in the PWI “Female 50," Nikki

o by Mike Bessler Bella can deal with that. She is, after all, the lon-
gest-reigning Divas champion of all-time. But more
10 RlNGSlDE than that, she's worked her tail off to reach a level
. of excellence that few felt was possible
o with Harry Burkett
THE NXT EFFECT.
14 _QUICK COUNT 26 HOW THIS NEW “INDY” IS CHANGING THE PRO

WRESTLING LANDSCAPE

NXT is gobbling up some of the best independent
talent on the planet and is using it to present live
shows that are receiving universal raves. Are indy
companies worried? Maybe a little, but some see a
bright side as well

o by Al Castle

THE STRAIGHT SHOOTER

o by Dan Murphy

18 WIN, LOSE, OR DRAW
92 THE 10 MOST EGREGIOUS INJUSTICES

IN PRO WRESTLING
62 THE BUSINESS PAGE Some of the biggest outrages in wrestling are caused
o by people who wear suits and sit in offices. After years
by Ha"y Burkett of screwing around with people’s livelihoods, it's time
66 |NDEPENDENT ROUNDUP for these people to make some changes!

A A
68 INTERNATIONAL REPORT HOW JAY LETHAL BECAME ROH'S

YTITTE tion toes comeane wi
o by Dan Murphy How does someone who competes at the highest level

16

in the world's most dangerous sport manage to maintain
70 ARENA REPO RTS his position in the rankings for more than four straight

years? ROH champ Jay Lethal continues to defy the
78 BETWEEN FALLS odds, and he's very willing to share his secrets

80  OFFICIAL WRESTLING RATINGS THE EIGHTH ANNUAL PWI “FEMALE 50”

Bayley, Charlotte, and Sasha Banks are the names on

82 DRAWING BLOOD by Jason Conlan everybody's lips, but it was Nikki Bella who held the

STAY CONNECTED! sport’s most coveted title for 301 days
REACHING YOU ... 7 THE PWI ACHIVEMENT AWARD

Pro Wrestling lllustrated: April 2016 (Year-End Issue).

Digital edition on sale January 14, 2016; print edition on sale 201 5 BALLOT

February 9, 2016 - s . e . o
Websi{;’: www.pwi-onfine.com Vote in 11 categories, and get us your “Official Unofficial”
The PWI Podcast: ssaks49201.podomatic.com; iTunes Store awards. You on|y have till December 18!

Back Issues: Every PWI cover since 1979 can be viewed at

our website. Back issue availability is noted
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