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1. (U) POLOFFS MET IN MEDELLIN, COLOMBIA'S SECOND LARGEST
CITY, WITH POLICE AND ARMY OFFICERS, CANDIDATES AND
LEGISLATORS, A HUMAN RIGHTS NGO, AND THE HUMAN RIGHTS
OMBUDSMAN. ALTHOUGH MEDELLIN HAS THE REPUTATION OF BEING
COLOMBIA'S MOST VIOLENT METROPOLIS, A PICTURE EMERGED OF A
LESS VIOLENT CITY, FOCUSED ON LOCAL ELECTIONS AND IMPROVING
THE BUSINESS ENVIRONMENT.

VIOLENT CRIME DOWN

2. (U) ‘ 1 B6
AIREPORTED A SIGNIFICANT DROP IN CRIMES AGAINST

PERSONS IN 2003 IN COMPARISON WITH THE FIRST NINE MONTHS OF
2002, ALTHOUGH HIGHWAY ROBBERIES AND CAR THEFTS INCREASED.
HE ATTRIBUTED THE REDUCTION TO ENHANCED COOPERATION WITH THE
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MIL;TARY BETTER INTELLIGENCE, AND A MORE AGGRESSIVE RESPONSE
TO REPORTS OF CRIMES IN PROGRESS.

REPRESENTATIVES ALSO SAID THAT THE WAR BETWEEN RIVAL
PARAMILITARY GROUPS (METRO BLOC VERSUS THE CACIQUE NUTIBARA
BLOC) WAS BEING OVER-REPORTED. ELEMENTS OF THE ARMY, THEY
SAID, SUPPORTED THE NUTIBARA BLOCK, COMPOSED OF FORMER
LEADERS OF THE ULTRA-VIOLENT "PEPES" GROUP THAT PLAYED A KEY
ROLE IN BRINGING DOWN DRUG KINGPIN PABLO ESCOBAR.

POLITICIANS LOOKING OUT FOR NUMBER ONE

5. (SBU) |
| TOLD POLOFFS THAT HE SUPPORTED

THE NATIONAL REFERENDUM, DESPITE THE NATIONAIL PARTY'S

OPPOSITION. ]
[ADDED IN A SEPARATE MEETING THAT

THEY LACKED FUNDS TO TRANSPORT AND FEED VOTERS (PARTICULARLY
OUTSIDE THE CITIES) AND THAT THEY TOO WOULD FOCUS ON THE

ELECTION OF ILOCAL CAWDIDATES. IDENTIFIED MEDELLIN AS

THE INDUSTRIAL CENTER OF COLOMBIA AND ENTHUSED OVER
DEVELOPMENT SCHEMES TO INCLUDE TREE FARMING AND
HYDRO-ELECTRIC POWER, IN THE HOPE OF ATTRACTING FOREIGN
INVESTMENT. POLOFFS STRESSED THE IMPORTANCE OF LEGAIL AND
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ADMINISTRATIVE REFORM AS WELL AS PUBLIC SECURITY IN
ATTRACTING INVESTMENT.
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