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This is part one of the Interview I did with JT of tha
Original Sins... Look for part two next issue!

. 'IJEEE Let's start with WLVR. I know you had a radio show,
F.hmw do wou feel about what went on?

| )T (Ed note: WLVR is Lehigh University's radio statlonm,
and the community staff is made up of local people who dj

gn the station when the students are on the various school
breaks, The community staff was recently dismissed from
WLVH..) I think that, the hidden agenda behind that whole
melag, was that the people at Lehigh don't particularly
like the Community Staff and that they'll take excuse to
rid themselves of the staff. There was & telling comment
in one of the newspaper articles that the woman who was
station mansger wanted to “smooth” the differences between
_ the community staff and the students so that the music was

mora easily identified with one another. Less radical

differences between the two staffs, It's just a case whare

they don't like alternative music very much, 1L you listen
te the students, they're mot playing alternative music per
s¢, They're playing a lot of classic rock.
Bl FOE Eow'd you hook up with WMUH, HMuhlenberg's station?

f JT Through people I knew. Neil and John. He'va dome
: benefite for them before., We might be doing another live
broadcast in January... I weageled my way in that way.
Plus I don't have a job and they need people in the
daytime. Their night slots are pretty much taken.
FOE Hot having a job, does tha Sins bring vou any incoma?
JI Yes, it brings me a little, but not enough to maka it.
S0.., I just lost my job. I was working for the Globe {Ed
note: Two ares newspapers, the Globe Times and the Easton
Express combined to form one newspaper, & some peaples lost
their jobs in the process...) and that was in Hovember,
& I*'ve been getting severance pay, bubt today I got my last
: ;,; check. So, I've really got to start locking in earnest. I
?!E?'Iind ways of doing things. The band maybe helps half way
: towards paying the rent, If we were playing twice as much,
< could probably meke a living at it, But it's pretty hard
7w  do that around hers playing the kind of stuff we're daing .
Eg. FOE You put out an lp on DogMeat...
Lo JT It's an ep, featuring & tracks that were on tha

1115 “Hardest Way" CD and cassette only. And also & tracks that
were just outtakes, and the original "Just 147,

FOE How'd you hook up with DogMeat?

JT They knew about us, and they wanted to do some sort of
Troggs tribute album. They put out the lp and a single
“Nowhere to Go From Here but Dowm”, with an alternate
version of "Can't Get Over You" on the back. We may do
more work with Dogmeat in the future.

FOE Do you have a large following overseas?
JT Well, the only way of telling, is when we wera in
Europe, usually people came to our shows, and peopla
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knew us and wanted us to sign their albums. I wouldn't =ay
large, not significantly larger than the U5, They take it
more seriously over there, in terms of just listening
walue out of their records. I think they like muslic hetter
outeide of the US. I don't know about Australia, Thers

probably is, because of our tendency to sometimes sound
like the SLooges,

FOE Are your albums released cutside of the USY

JI The last two, vSalf Destruct” and "Hardest Way" were
roleased. I don't know about "Big Soul”. I don't know if
anyone has that ocne. They‘re plamning to releass that on
CD. Dur next one will be relsasad in February, and we're
planning it to be m significantly larger overseas reloase,
FOE Have the Original Bins ever gottem a bad review?

JT I think critics are overly kind to bands that try &
little, Cuz it*s hard to get by in a band, and I think
most critics realize that. But we have gotten a couple of
bad reviews. I think one was an English review. They had
originally been really supportive, but thought maybe
they'd besn too supportive, so they decided “"let's knock
them down a few pegs”. They really liked the "Just 14"
single and didn't like "Big Soul™. We got what people told
ma was A good review in Spin, but ssemed like a slag to
mi, Kind of sayving, well these guys have no where to go,
sounds like their wheels are spinning, they'ra playing
music that's 22 years old or something. And that kind of
hiirt us, cuz it was in Spin and not some little fanzine.
It was in a big, slick...
read it, euz I didn't think it was mecessary to point out
all of those things... even if they were true, I don't
think we've ever really been ripped, cuz I don't think we
do anything that offensive. It's not that radical one way

It kind of depressed ma when I

or another, so people either are pleasantly pleased or
mildly annoyed,

FOE How have sales of the albums been?

JI I know "Self Destruct™... we are éntering maltiple
pressings. We did sell out the priginal 5,000. We usually
sall enough to bresk even for the record company, which is
Psonik and Skyclad, which distributes it. 1've never seen
any money for royalties or anything. We'wve never had sales
of like 5 figures or anything.

FOE That*s kind of surprising.

JT It is... FOE Considering the press...
JT The press is distorted, cuz almost any band can get a
review in a big magazine, as long as they have some sort
of connection. And that doesn't necessarily mean that
there's going to be a proportionate amount of albums sold.
We've gotten a number of reviews in Rolling Stene and I
don't think they've made a hill of beans of a difference
in albums sold, They've helped morale in the band. But I
think the real way to sell albums is to get out there and
play, and make yourselfl known in anyway you can.

FOE How does all that effect the band. A good raview helps
morale, but how do you stay together for so long, and keap
plugging away?
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JI The 3 of us who'vae been togethar from the start, which

doesn't include the drummer, are passive guys, There was a
time when we were up, and thought, oh yesh, we're gonna
got signed. And it didn't happen, but it didn't effect us,
but scmehow drummers seem to take it harder. lost 2
I don't think we'll lose this cne. It surprises
me, with all the press & reviews and the build up, but it

doean't shock me,
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drummers

I just figure that's the way things are.

FOE Obviously that's not your goal then, to get signed?
JI It's a goal, but it's not pur ultimate goal. Dur
ultimate geal is to put out the songs. To have fun doing
it. If I cen look back and say we put out the songs in an
honorable way, then I'1l be happy. It would be
to make a living via music, but it's difficult, unless you
are playing music that can be played almost anywhere, to
anybody or unless you get signed by a major.

FOE When did you go to Europa?

JT1 Spring of '91.
Germany with a few gigs in France, It was

It's a whole different ballgame then here in
the US. They are just more into music, They spend a lot of
t shirts, This is one of

in terms of spending money... I think
HWhera
as here theres this whole machinery built around music.
MIV, they have MIV but it's not as completely pervasive,
to the sxtent that what pecple think of as musical people
ara really cartoon figures. Michael Jackson,
Madonma, they¥"re not :d;l. Where as over there they still
show old Thin Lizzy cuts. They don't have the fixation
with the immediate. And I think they really do listen to

1 think people take it for granted hera. ..
FOE You have a couple of videos, ..

JI Yes, we did "Out of My Mind" and "Why You Love Me So"
and they wera both played approximately three times on 120

very nice

We were thers & weeks and plaved mostly
opain. ..

fantastic,

meney . They buy your albums,
their main things,
there's less over thers to distract them from it.

Prince,

the music more.

minutes, and also on other shows around the country. Ha
"If You're Looking At the Sun”.

We sent it to them and it was by the same guy who did the
last video, so we figured they'd show it. Well, they
didn't shew it, they said it was too boring. I can see why
they sald that, it was just us standing in my kitchen for
the entire song. I thought it would be funny, but they
didn't seem to think it was that funny.

FOE Where were the others shot at?

JT "Out of My Mind" was shot in Lancaster at the Ramones
show we did. The other one was shot at the Roxy Theater in
Northampton, when there was no movie playing. We just used
the stage, you couldn't really tell it was the Roxy,

FOE Wasn't the new album supposed to be out a year ago?

J1 It's a double lp, single CD that was recorded in August
of 90, So it was actually recorded before we put out "Self
We wanted to give "Self Destruct” a life of

did another one, it was

Deatriuct”,

it's own, and we wers trying to actively shop the new cne
around. It's 78 minutes on the albums and 72 en the CD.

THE HARDEST

FOE That's about all vou can gat on a CD.
JI Yeah, unless you want to pay a cnupln of thousand more,
You could get like BO minutes on a CD, but for some
reason, they know they've got you, 80 they milk you for
Amyway
music than the albums, There's two EONEs, maybe it's 3
that are missing from the CD. They will be included on the
ep CD that's coming out shortly called "Eat This". It
Just has a few of the better songs on it and those 3 :m;sH
for those who have to have everything om CO, .

much more money. it's neat to have a CD with less

FOE The Sins have a lot of material. How do you write so
many songs, you'we only been around for like & wyears, ..

JT An of Janusry 92, it'll be 5 yaars.
this album we will have at least BD songs ook,

I estimate after
and we
easily have 100 original songs.
I'm the kind of person, say, if I'm driving, and listeming
to the radio,
cuz I'm mot paving attention, I'm trving to think
how can I write a song like that..., while I'm driving,
turns. Causing scecidents. So I'm
the idea of writing songs, to the
sure how to get out of it. There's
much, to the extent that you have

They'ra always coming,
or something... it's not good to have me

drivea,

and I'l]l make wrong
totally locked into
extent that I'm not
such a thing as too
trouble slesping, & you're trying to work out a song, and
there's no real reason for it, other than to get it out,
FOE How'd you hock up with Peter Buck from REM to produce
your new album?
41 On our Southern tour, we played at his wife's club in
Athens., We stayed at hiz house that night, and Pete really
likas helping out bands, letting them sleep at his house
and stuff. So he says, "Why don't vou come down hers and
We nll considered it more tham just a way to
make ourselves better known, just a change. Each album
bafore that had been recorded in the same studio,
FOE Does production really matter on an album?
JT I think it depends on what music and who the artist is.
Pussy Galore, I don't thirk it would matter. It matters a
lot, especially when you want to get something less than
Elran. and you're dealing with people who don't like that.
FOE What are some of the songs about on the new album.
41 There's one called "Watch You Dance”. Which is about,
how a performer feals about his audience. Trying to
downgrade the idea that the only reason people join rock n
roll bands is to get laid and get drugs or something. You
really get a high off of watching the audience enjoy
themselvez. "Like an Animal" . that sorta describes how we
sometimes devolve and it can be fun. I think largely the
songs are more pop sounding, There's some that sound like
they could"ve been on "Self Destruct”, It sounds like an
amalgam of the first 3 albums, with a couple of new
things. There's a lot more attention paid to song Q
It's Fu
Lyrically. Like what

record?”

structure, .. there's not many stralght love songs.
Just sorta bland uncertain thoughts,
the hell is going on, as usual,

- an embarrassment of riches,



